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THE 

HISTORY 

OP      THE 

PROCEEDINGS  and  DEBATES 

OF      THE 

HOUSE    of   COMMONS, 

In  the  FIRST    SESSION  of  the 
Fifteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 

Appointed  to  meet  at  Wejiminjler^  on  Tuefday^  the  31ft  Day 
of  OBober  1780. 

JL  H  E  new  writs  having  been  made  returnable  oil 
the  31ft  of  Oftober,  1780,  about  three  hundred  members 
met  this  day  in  the  rooms  adjoining  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  a  confiderable  number  of  them  having  been  fworn 
by  the  Lord  Steward,  the  King  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
about  three  o'clock,  and  fent  the  ufher  of  the  black  rod  to  the 
Commons,  commanding  their  attendance  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords.  When  the  gentlemen  were  come  to  the  Lords'  bar, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  [Lord  Thurlow]  faid  to  them,  *^  His 
Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  command  me  to  acquaint  you^ 
that  he  will  defer  declaring  the  caufes  of  calling  this  Parlia- 
ment until  there  fhall  be  a  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com-* 
mens.  And  therefore  it  i^  His  Majefty's  plcafure,  that  you, 
gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  do  immediately  repair 
to  the  place  were  the  Commons  ufually  fit,  and  there  chufe 
a  fit  perfon  to  be  your  fpeaker;  and  that  you  prefent  fuch 
perfon  who  Ihall  be  fo  chofen,  to  his  Majefty  here,  for  his 
royal  approbation,  to-morrow  at  two  o'clock."* 

Accor- 

*  £xtra£l  from  Elfynge*s  Anticnt  method  and  manner  of  holding 
Parliaments  in  England. 

After  relating  the  foitn  ufed  in  chufmg  a  fpeaker   (which  is  thf 
iame  as  that  obferved  at  prefent)  he  fays, 

^^  Here  may  be  two  quellion^  moved  :  . 

<«  I.  Whether  the  Commons  might  chufe  their  fpeaker  iCthfc  ilAxi^ 
commands  them  not  ? 

Yoi.XVm.  B  V  »,\^\NsaJsik«^ 


PARLIAMENTARY'  A.  1780. 

Accordingly  the  Commons  returned  to  their  owil  Houfc, 
and  Mr.  Hatfcll,  one  of  the  clerks  of  Parliament,  having  taken 
his  feat  at  the  table,  and  the  members  who  were  fworn  having 
taken  their  I'eats  in  their  turns, 

Lord 

**  2.  Whether  the  clc£lioii  be  in  their  own  abfolute  choice  ? 

**  For  to  clear  thefe  two,  we  might  view  the  anti^nt  records  j  thofe  of 
Richard  II.  are  th&  firft  that  mention  their  fpeaker. 

'*  It  doth  not  appear  by  any  of  them,  that  the  Commons  had  ever 
any  fuch  commandment  to  chufe  their  fpeakei^,  neither  is  a  word  of  it 
in  any  record  of  Edward  III.  which  have  the  fpeeches  at  large,  touching 
the  fummons,  moft  of  them  concluding  with  a  charge  pf  the  Commons 
to  confider  and  advife  amongft  themfelves,  but  nothing  touching  the 
eleftion  of  a  fpeaker. 

**  Yet  out  of  doubt  they  did  firfl  chufe  their  fpeaker,  before  they  en- 
tered into  any  debate  of  charge. 

**  The  firft  charge  to  chufe  their  fpeaker,  is  in  anno  a,  Henry  IV. 
and  it  is  continued  until  this  day. 

'*  Bwt  as  touching  the  fecond  queftion,  furcly  the  eleftion  of  the 
fpeaker  was  antie'ntly  free  to  the  Commons,  to  chufe  whom  they 
would  of  their  own  Houfe  5  which  appears  in  this,  that  the  King  ne- 
ver re  jelled  any  whom  they  made  choice  of." 

7'hui  far  Eljynge.  ^  \ 

Had  Mr.  Elfynge  lived  until  the  year  16781  he  would  haveilruck 
out  his  laft  aflertion^  viz.  "  that  the  King  aever  rcje6led  any  whom 
they  made  Choice  of."  In  the  parliamentary  books  and  papers  of  the 
year  1678,  there  appears  to  have  been  a  ftrong  debate,  on  the  King 
rcjefting  a  fpeaker  chbfen  by  the  Commons. 

A  new  parliament  met  on  the  6th  of  March,  1678,  and  the  Com- 
mons being  (in  the  ufual  manner)  commanded  by  th€  King  to  chufe 
a  fpeaker,  they  returned  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  their  own  Houfe, 
when  Colonel  Birch  rofe,  and  recommended  the  right  honourable  Ed- 
ward Seymour  (who  was  fpeaker  of  the  laft  parliament)  for  his  great 
ability  and  long  experience  in  the  employment,  as  the  fitteft  perfoa 
for  fo  great  a  truft. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Sir  Edward  Seymour  was  prefented 
for  his  Majefty's  approbation.  As  foon  as  he  was  at  the  Lords'  bar, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  faid  to  him,  **  That  if  His  Majefty  fhould  aU 
**  ways  accept  a  perfon  pitched  upon  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
*'  then  it  would  be  no  great  favour  to  be  chofen  fpeaker ;  and  therc- 
*'  fore  His  Majefty  being  the  beft  judge  of  perfons  and  things,  thought 
**  fit  to  except  againft  Mr.  Seymour  without  giving  any  rcafons  to 
**  the  perfons  chufirig,  or  the  perfon  chofen."  And  therefore  he  or- 
dered them  to  fix  upon  fome  other  perfon  by  to-morrow  morning,  to 
be  prefented  to  the  King  for  his  approbation. 

The  Commons  returned  to  their  own  Houfe,  when  Sir  John  Ernley, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  ftood  qp  and  acquainted  them,  '<  He 
had  orders  from  His  Majefty  to  recommend  Sir  Thomas  Mters  t» 
thcmno  be  tl^cir  fpcakcjp.** 

Mr. 
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Lord  George  Germain  rore,  and  addreffed  himfclf  to  Mr.  L^-^* 
Hatfcl,  faid  the  bufincfs  firft  to  be  proceeded  upon,  was  that  ^*'^' 
which  His  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  diredt,  which  was  the 
choice  of  a  fpeaker.  His  Lordlhip  then  defcanted  for  a  (hort 
time  on  the  dutlies  of  a  fpeakcr,  and  the  neceffary  qualifications 
for  executing  the  office^  He  faid,  to  be  capable  of  filling  the 
chiir  with  dignity,  the  perfon  propofed  muft  underftand  the 
conftitution  of  the  ftate,  be  well  aquainted  with  the  law  of 

Mr.  Sacheverel  faid  it  was  never  known  that  a  perfon  (hould  be  ex- 
cepted againfty  and  no  reafon  given.  It  is  done  to  gratify  fome  par- 
ticular perfon. 

Mr.  Williams.  This  feems  to  be  a  queftion  oi  right.  For  above  an 
hundred  years  pad  it  has  not  been  known  that  any  fpeaker  was  ever 
excepted  againft.  The  thing  itfelf  of  prefenting  him  to  the  King  is 
but  a  bare  compliment.     If  we  fuffer  this,  we  (hall  be  put  upon  dailv. 

Sir  Thomas  Clarges*  There  were  parliaments  long  before  there  were 
fpeakert  chofen  ;  and  afterwards,  for  the  eafe  of  the  Houfe,  among 
themfeives  they  pitched  upon  a  fpeaker. 

Mr.  Garraway,  If  you  admit  this,  you  would  admit  any  thing  f 
If  Mr.  Seymour  be  rcje6ked  from  being  fpeaker,  pray-who  muft  chufc 
the  fpeaker,  the  King  or  us  }  It  is  plain,  not  us. 

Sir  T'homas  Lee^  To  except  againft  a  fpeaker  without  giving  a  reafon, 
is  to  do  a  thing  that  may  fet  us  together  by  the  ears  j  and  then  they/ 
[meaning  thofe  who  advife  the  King  to  rcjeft  the  fpeaker]  have 
their  defigned  end.  But  1  (hall  not  confcnt  to  part  with  the  leaft  right 
that  belongs  to  my  country,  for  which  I  am  chofen  a  reprefentative. 

Colonel  Birch.  He  that  advifed  this  wiil  readily  advife  more,  I'll 
warrant  you. 

Mr.  Powle.  This  ill  advice  muft  proceed  from  fome  who  arc  too 
near  the  King.  But  I  hope  there  is  not  a  man  here  fearful  of  (peak- 
ing his  mind  freely,  in  favour  of  thofe  whom  he  reprcfents,  nor  yet 
afraid  of  being  deflblved,  if  it  be  to-morrow,  for  maintamiug  ^he  right 
of  thofe  who  chufe  us  to  fit  here  for  them- 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  next  day,  and  prefcnted  a  reprefcntation 
to  the  King,  fetting  forth  their  right  to  a  free  eleftion  of  a  fpeaker, 
and  hoped  His  Majefty  would  accept  of  the  choice  they  had  before 
made.  The  King  anfwered,  *♦  All  this  is  but  lofs  of  time;  and 
"  therefore  I  defire  you  to  go  back  again,  and  do  as  I  have  dire6^ed 
^  you.*'  They  prefented  a  fecoad  addrefs  Ihorter  but  iharper  than 
the  firft.  Upon  reading  this  addrefs,  the  King  faid,  "  Gentlemen,  I 
<*  will  fend  you  an  anfwer  to-morrow,"  Accordingly,  as  he  had 
often  done  before  upon  great  difficulties,  he  refolved  to  put  an  end 
to  the  difpute  j  and  on  the  next  morning  Thurfday  the  13th  of  March, 
he  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  prorogued  the  Parliament  until 
the  Saturday  following.  Thus  ended  the  firft  feftion  of  the  new 
Parliament ;  and  thus  the  King  found  a  way  to  gain  his  point ;  for 
on  the  1 5  th  of  March,  being  the  firft  day  of  th^fecond  fcflion,  William 
Qiegory,  Efq.  fcrjeant  at  law,  was  chofen  fpeakert 
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the  land,  and,  above  all,  be  perfeflly  matter  of  the  law  of  par- 
liament. He  rauft  have  a  zealous  attachment  to  the  rights 
and  priviljfeges  of  the  Commons  of  England,  and  a  fufficient 
degree  of  ability  and  integrity  to  fupport,  maintain,  and  de- 
fend thfem  ;  he  muft  be  diligent  without  being  percipitate, 
and  firm  and  decifive  without  being  arbitrary  or  ra(h  ;  and 
that,  which  he  confidered  as  a  fpeaker*s  moft  important  du- 
ty, was  his  condufting  himfelf  with  the  ftrifteft  impartiality 
on  every  occafion. 

The  late  worthy  fpeaker,  his  Lordfhip  remarked,  had,  for 
nearly  two  Parliaments,  gone  through  the  duties  of  his  high 
office,  with  great  honour,  great  diligence,  and  great  dignity  ; 
the  office,  he  faid,  was  a  very  laborious  one,  and  required  full 
health  and  vigour;  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  laft: 
filled  the  chair,  when  he  was  firft  elefted  to  that  high  fitua- 
tion,  was  in  poffeffion  of  every  qualification  both  of  body 
and  mind,  which  the  duties  of  the^office  called  for;  but  the 
Houfe  had,  unhappily  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
and  unhappily  for  the  public,  beert  witneffes  in  the  courfc  of 
the  very  laft  feffion,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
conftitution  was  much  impaired. '  It  would,  therefore,  neither 
be  decei>t  in  him,  nor  would  it  become  the  Houfe,  to  fhew 
fo  Httle  gratitude  and  refpefl:  to  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man for  his  many  and  acknowledged  ferviees,  were  he  to  pro- 
pofe,  or  they  to  adopt  the  propofitjon  fqr  the  putti  ng  that  gentle- 
man again  into  a  fituation,  the  fatigue  of  which  were  too  hea- 
vy a  burthen  to  be  impofed  on  him,  confidering  his  precarious 
ftate  of  health.  For  that  reafon,  and  from  that  confideration 
only,  it  was  that  he  had  turned  his  mind  to  another  gentle- 
man*, and  meant  to  conclude  what  he  had  to  fay  with  a  motion, 
propofing  that  gentleman  to  fill  the  chair.  His  Lordfhip 
trufted  that  when  he  named  Mr.  Cornwall,  all  thofe  who  had 
fat  in  former  Parliaments  would  think  he  named  a  gentleman 
poffefled  of  •  thofe  qualifications  which  were  requifite  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  duties  of  the  chair.  Mr.  Cornwall,  be- 
fore he  came  into  that  Houfe,  had  done  his  country  effential 
fervice,  and  acquired  great  perfonal  honour  by  the  very  able 
and  aftive  (hare  he  took  in  the  adjuftment  of  fome  public  ac- 
counts, fubmitted  to  the  inveftigation  of  certain  perfons  com- 
miffioned  for  that  purpofe ;  Mr.  Cornwall  had  alfo  fat  feve- 
ral  years  in  Parliament,  was  well  aquainted  with  the  law  of 
the  land,  the  law  of  Parliament,  and  all  the  forms,  orders,  and 
rules  of  proceeding  peculiar  to  that  Houfe;  he  therefore  flat- 
tered himfelf  that  it  would  not  be  thought,  that  he  made  an 
improper  motion,  or  a  motion  hkely  to  challenge  much  ob- 
jeftion  when  he  moved,  "  That  Mr.  Cornwall  be  elefied 
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RiG;ht  Hon,  Welborc  £/&  rofc  to  fecond  the  motion,  and  l^ig^t  Hon. 
faid,  ^that  although  the  noble  Lore!  by  fo  fully  dating  to  thc^^'  -^f*- 
Houfe  the  duties  of  the  office,  the  qualifications  rcquifite  for 
the  perfon  chofcn  to  fill  the  chair,  and  the  praifcs  due  to  the 
late  worthy  fpeaker,  had  left  him  little,  to  fay,  he  could  not, 
confiftcnt  with  his  refpeS  to  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, his  duty  to  the  Houfe,  and  his  regard  for  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  fubjeft  of  the  motion,  content  himfelf  with 
merely  fecondmg  the  motion,  Mr.  Ellis,  after  this  exordium 
went  into  a  difcuffion  on  the  fubjeft,,  under  the  three  heads 
of,  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  office  itfelf,  the  cornpli*  J' 
ments  and  thanks  merited  by  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  for  his  able  ' 
difcharge  of  it,  while  he  held  it,  and  the  reafons  for  expcAing 
that  Mr.  Cornwall  would  prove  capable  of  filling  it  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  the  Houfe  and  to  his  own  honour.  With  re- 
gard to  the  firft,  he  faid  it  was  an  office  of  confiderablc  dig* 
nity,  and  of  great  emolument ;  that  the  duties  of  it  were  la- 
borious,  and  he  that  filled  it  muft  expeft  to  be  in  fome  degree 
a  fuffisrer,  in  proportion  to  the  good  the  Houfe  and  the  public  ^ 
derived  from  the  exercife  of  his  talents  and  the  conftant  em- 
ployment of  his  mind.  This  fort  of  exchange  of  health  and 
honour,  he  obferved,  no  elevated  fituation  was  free  from,  and 
therefore,  though  he  fincerely  lamented,  that  the  late  fpeaker 
fhould  laft  feffion  have  had  occifion  to  complain  of  the  im- 
preffion  made  upon  his  conftitution  by  the  fatigues  o|^  his  fitu- 
ation, iie  could  not  but  own,  he  confidered  it  as  a  natural 
confequence,  and  as  it  was  a  proof  that  bis  country  was  the 
more  indebted  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  his  fcrviccs, 
he  thought  it  neceffary,  now  an  opportunity  offi^red,  to  aiFord 
him  the  relief  the  Houfe  had  in  its  power,  by  choofing  another 
fpeaker.  Confidering  the  very  critical  fituation  of  public  af- 
fairs, he  faid,  there  would  undoubtedly  be  many  debates  in 
that  Houfe,  and  poffibly  there  might  arife  much  contention; 
the  perfon  to  be  elefted  fpeaker,  ought  therefore,  exclufive 
of  a  competent  (hare  of  knowledge  of  the  common  law,  and 
the  law  of  Parliament,  to  poffefs  temper  to  allay  heats,  pru- 
dence to  prevent  irregularities,  and  fpirit  and  firmnefs  to  rc^ 
prcfs  the  rifing  ftorms  of  paffion  and  conteft.  With  this 
view  it  was  that  he  looked  upon  Mr.  Cornwall  as  a  proper 
fucceffor  to  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  ;  nor  could  he  give  that  gen- 
tleman better  advice  than^o  let  the  conduft  of  the  late  fpeaker 
be  his  model,  if  the  Houfs  fhould  honour  him  fo  far  as  to 
feat  him  in  the  ch'air.  '       ' 

M.T.  Dunning  expreffed  his  aftonifliment,  that  the  nob!e  Mr.  D««* 
Lord  near  him  [He  fat  on  the  treafury  beivcVv,  tv^i^^Xyax.ow^'*^'^^'' 
CO  Lord  North,  j  had  not  rifen,  and  (aveA  \v\w\x\\t  vcov:^^^^^ 
propofwg  the  late  fpeaker  to  cociurvue  laAVi^  c\vi\\.  W^^^^-'H 
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hcfaid,  exceedingly  furprizcd,  on  coming  down  to  the  Houfc, 
to  hear  that  it  was  generally  underftood  within  thofe  walls, 
that  Mr.  Cornwall  was  to  be  fpeaker.  There  was  no  gen- 
tleman for  whom  he  had  a  higher  regard,  nor  for  whofe  abili- 
ties he  had  more  refpeft;  and  if  the  chair  had  been  in  the 
fair  and  orclinary  fenfe  of  the  word,  vacant,  the  propofition 
of  Mr.  Cornwall  (as  that  gentleman,  he  trufted,  well  knew) 
k  would  not  have  met  with  the  fmalleft  objeftion  from  him  ; 

^  on  the  contrary,  he  would  readily  have  given  it  his  fupport, 

I  foch  as  it  was;  but  at  a  time,   when,  in  faft  and  truth,  there 

was  no  vacancy,  when  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  the  late  fpeaker, 
was  in  the  Houfe,  and  to  all  appearance  as  capable  of  executing 
the  duties  of  the  office,  as  much  to  the  fatisfafton  of  th© 
Houfe,  and  as  much  to  the  honour  of  himfelf,  as  ever,  (and 
no  man  could  execute  the  duties  of  it  more  fatisfaftorily  nor 
more  honourably)  it  ftruck  him  as  the  moft  lingular  of  all 
meafures,  to  confefs,  as  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  motion, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  who  feconded  it,  had  done,  that 
the  late  fpeaker  was  the  propereft  and  moft  able  of  all  per« 
fons  to  fill  the  chair  with  dignity,  and  in  the  very  moment 
of  making  that  confeffion,  for  the  noble  Lord  and  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  to  propofe  another  candidate.  He  had 
expefted,  when  the  bad  health  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  was 
talked  of,  and  urged  as  a  ground  for  n6t  continuing  him  in 
the  chair,  that  either  the  noble  Lord,  or  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  laft,  would  have  ftatcd  to  the  Houfe  that 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton  had  formerly  applied  to  them,  declaring 
his  defirc  to  refign  the  chair,  and  affigning  as  a  reafon  for  his 
fo  doing,  that  his  health  was  in  that  impaired  ftate,  in  which 
the  noble  Lord  and  the  honourable  gentleman  had  both  de- 
clared it  to  be,  although  every  man  in  the  Houfe  could  fee, 
that  if  appearances  were  to  be  relied  on,  or  if  aflurances  were 
to  be  believed.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  was  as  well,  as  fully  in 
health,  and  as  fully  capable  of  going  through  the  duties  of  the 
office,  as  ever  he  had  been  nnce  he  was  firft  chofen  to  fill 
the  chair,  which  had  received  fo  much  dignity  from  its  being 
occupied  by  a  perfon  perhaps  qualified  to  fill  it  more  to  the 
general  fatisfa£iion,  with  more  accommodation  to  the  bufinefs 
of  Parliament,  and  more  to  his  own  honour,  than  any  other 
member  of  that  Houfe.  Mr.  Dunning  mentioned  the  happi- 
nefs  he  had  experienced  in  a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance 
with  Sir  Fletcher,  and  fpoke  of  his  charafter  in  terms  of  the 
warmeft  eulogy.  He  concluded  his  fpeech  with  moving, 
*'  that  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  be  continued  fpeaker.'* 

Right  Hon.  T,  Townfliend  and  Sir  Fletcher  Norton'  rofe 
together,   bat  the  former  continuins  orv  Viu  V^^s,  Ixewas 


A,  1780.  DEBATES. 

Mr,  Town/hend  began  with  apologizing  for  the  feemlog  Mr.  Tcm 
^rodenefs'of  his  conduft  in  pterfevcring  in  his  endeavours  to/*"'' 
be  heard  before  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  declaring  that  as  he 
meant  to  iecond  ^he  motion  juft  made  by  his  honourable  and 
learned  friend,  he  thought  it  more  regular  to  do  it,  pre- 
vious to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  dropping  any 
thing  on  the  fubjeft,  than  afterwards.  He  then  warmly  «x- 
poftulated  with  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  firft  motion^  oil 
the  Angularity  of  it,  and  objefVed  to  Mr«  Cornwall,  as  aa 
improper  pcrfon  to  fill  the  chair,  were  there  any  vacancy. 
He  faid  he  was,  on  the  firft  view  of  the  qucftion  then  to  be 
difcuffed,  foraewhat  diftrefled  for  fear  it  might  be  confidcrod 
as  a  perfonal  one,  and  that,  in  confequence,  any  thing  ho 
might  wilh  to  offer,  (hould  be  attributed  to  views  very  fo^ 
reign  from  thofe  with  which  he  looked  at  the  fubjed, 
and  be  deemed  perfonal.  He  was  happy,  however,  to  find,  ^ 
that  it  would  not  be  fo  confidered,  and  as  be  meant  to  give  no 
perfonal  offence  to  any  one,  and  leaft  of  all  to  the  gentleman 
who  was  made  the  objefl  of  the  motion  offered  by  the  noble 
Lord,  he  would  according  to  his  cuftom  fpeak  out  plainly  and 
unrefervedly.  It  had  in  former  times,  he  obferved,  beert 
always  cuftomary  to  fee  the  chair  of  the  Houfo  of  Commons 
filled  by  men  who  were  independent,  and  men  who  reprefented' 
cither  a  large  county,  or  fome  neighbouring  borough*  Mr. 
Onflow  was  no  placeman.  Mr.  Cornwall  held  an  omce  under 
the  crown,  difpofablc  at  the  plcafure  of  the  Crown,  and  Mr. 
Cornwall  was  the  reprefentative  of  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports^ 
The  Cinque  Ports,  he  was  free  to  own,  had  as  much  right  to 
have  their  member  fpeaker  pf  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as^any 
other  place  which  fent  memberi;,  but  he  could  not  difguife  his 
feelings,  and  muft  own  he  wiflied  the  perfon  chofen  fpeaker,  was 
not  a  member  for  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports.  The  Cinque  Ports, 
ais  the  late  eleftions  had  (hewn,  were  not  allowed  a  free  choice  ^ 
of  their  reprefentatives ;  thefe  werfe  objeftions  which  might  ap-  ' 
pear  flight  aud  trivial  to  other  men,  but  they  flruck  him  very 
forcibly.  The  office  of  fpeaker  ought  to  be  filled  by  a  per- 
fon free  from  all  influence  of  the  Crown.  It  was  the  firft 
duty  of  the  fpeaker  to  guard  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  people,  againft  the  increafed  and  increafing  influence  of 
the  Crown.  Was  Mr.  Cornwall,  a  placeman  at  pleafure, 
'a  penfioner,  and  reprefentative  of  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
a  fit  guardian  for  the  privileges  of  the  people  ?  And  after 
all,  why  was  there  to  be  a  new  fpeaker  ?  It  was  confeffed, 
even  by  thofe  who  propofed  Mr.  Cornwall,  that  no  man 
could  difcharge  the  duties  of  the  chair  more  fatisfaftorily,  oc 
with  .more  dignity  than  Sir  Fletcher  Norton.    Why  thco 
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change  hiri^,  and  appoint  a  fucceflbr  ?  The  noble  Lord  and 
the  hon<^rable  gentleman  who  feconded  the  motion,  had 
both  ijvfked  of  his  ill  ftate  of  health,  and  the  latter  had  been 
particularly  difFufe  in  his  praife;  Good  God  !  if  Sir  Flet- 
cher Norton  was  fo  worthy,  why  difmifs  him  from  the  chair? 
But  there  was  another  reafon,  a  reafon,  which  neither  the 
noble  Lord,  nor  the  honourable  gentleman,  though  they  had 
both  of  them  exprefl'ed  their  wifli  that  every  fpeaker  (hould 
difcharge  his  duty  with  impartiality,  had  thought  proper  to 
hint  at.  This  l^urking  reafon  originated  in  Sir  Fletcher  Nor- 
ton's having  exercifed  that  very  impartiality,  which  was  fo 
much  enforced  both  by  the  noble  motion-maker  and  the  per- 
son who  feconded  ir,  it  was  this  :  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  had 
made  afpeech  on  a  memorable  occafion,  which  did  him  the 
higheft  honour;  a  fpeech,  which  proved  his  impartiality,  as 
a  fpeaker,  his- zeal  for  his  country,  his  feeling  for  the  na- 
tional diftreffes  under  which  Great  Britain  laboured.  That 
was  the  reafon,  that  was  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  attempt  to 
difgrace  and  infult  the  late  fpeaker;  and  as  it  was  unmanly 
and  illiberal,  he  truftcd  every  member,  young  and  old,  thofc 
who  fat  in  the  old  Parliament,  and  thofe  who  were  newly  cho- 
fen,  would  feel  properly  on  the  occafion,  and  join  with  him 
in  fupporting  the  motion  of  his  honourable  and  learned 
friend,  which  he  begged  leave  to  fecond. 
tfletcber  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  laid,  he  had  rifen  before,  in  order  to 
trim,  favQ  the  Houfe  the  trouble  and  tell  them  that  he  came  down, 
with  his  mind  made  up  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  and  with 
a  full  refolution  not  to  go  into  the  chair  again  on  any  confide- 
ration.  When  he  was  firft  chofen  fpeaker,  he  faid,  he 
brought  into  the  chair  a  hale  cooftitution,  and  fuch  poor  abi- 
lities as  heaven  had  been  pleafed  to  beftow  upon  him,  were 
in  their  fulleft  vigour.  The  \tty  great  arid  increafed  duties 
of  the  office,  had,  as  the  Houfe  rouft  have  witnefled,  impaired 
his  conftitution  materially,  and  he  feared,  had  weakened  his 
intellefts ;  his  advanced  years,  as  might  naturally  be  fuppofed, 
not  enabling  him  to  relift  the  force  of  his  diforder,  but  rather 
giving  way  to  it.  As  a  proof  of  what  he  had  faid,  the  public 
bufinefs  had,  he  obfervcd,  in  th«  course  of  laft  feffion,  been 
twice  interrupted,  folely  on  the  account  of  his  infirmities ;  he 
had  then  rnti mated  a  defii^e  to  refign,  and  hi5  family  knew 
that  had  the  Parliament  fat  another  feffion,  it  was  his  refolu- 
tion to  aflc  leave' of  the  Houfe  to  quit  the  chair,  and  refign  it 
to  fome  more  healthy  fucceffor.  He  therefore  thanked  his 
honourable  and  learned  friend  for  the  high  opinion  he  enter- 
tained of  him,  and  for  the  motion  he  had  made  to  reinftate 
him;^  but  he  muft  beg  leav^'to  decline  acceding  to  that  pro- 
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pofition.     If  he  was  fo  happy  as  to  be  honoured  with  ah 
cleftion,  his  returning  to  the  chair  would  appear  ftrange  to 
the  public  ;  it  would  be  afked,  why  a  man,  confeffcdiy  too 
infirm  for  the  office  would  undertake  it  ?  and  fome  perfons 
.  perhaps  would  be  i^l-natured  enough  to  fay,  that  he  was  ready 
to  receive  the  emoluments,  though  not  equal  to  the  difcharge 
•f  the  duties  of  the  place.  Under  thefc  circumftances  he  muft 
repeat,  that  it  was  his  deteimination  to  decline  all  thoughts 
of  it,  and  to  aflure  the  Houfe,  that  though  he  had  fat  in  the 
chair  for  nearly  two  Parliaments,  and  though  his  health  was 
very  greatly  impaired,  in  confequence  of  the  fatigue  of  pub- 
lic Dufinefs,  his  fortune  was  not  bettered.  He  was  happy  in 
feeing  fo  many  members  of  the  late  Parliament  prefent,  and 
took  that  opportunity  of  returning  his  mod  grateful  thanks 
for  all  their  goodncfs  to  hrm,  the  impreffion  of  which  was 
his  chief  happinefs,  and  could  never  be  erafedfrom  his  mind. 
He  begged  leave  alfo  to  thank  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the 
motion  for  the  eleftion  of  a  new  fpeaker,  and  his  honourable 
friend  (if  he  would  allow  him  to  call  him  fo)  who  feconded 
it,  for  the  many  handfome  things  they  had  faid  of  him ;  but 
he  fhould  be  an  ideot  indeed,  if  he  could  poffibly  imagine  he 
merited  fuch  compliments,  or  that  his  ftate  of  health,  of 
which  none  of  the  King's  minifters  had  ever  received  the  ' 
fmalleft  intimation  from  him,  was  the  real  caufe  of  their 
moving  for  a  new  fpeaker,  without  faying  a  word  upon  the  fub- 
jed-previoufly  tohim.  Every  man,  he  was  fure,  who  had  the 
leaft   pertcnfioiis  to   underftanding,    went  before,  him    in 
feeling  that  a  confideration  of  his  ftate  of  health  was  not  the 
true  motive  for  the  prefent  meafure.     In  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  feflion,  when  his  ill  health  obliged  him  to  put  a  tempo- 
rary ftop  to  the  public  bufinefs,  he  had,  contrary  to  the  ad- 
vice of  his  phyficians,  and  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  come  down 
to  that  Houfe  in  order  to  difpatch  tlve  affairs  then  under  con- 
fideration.    He  had,  when  almoft  overwhelmed  with  infir- 
mity, ftrugglcd  hard  to  forward  the  bufinefs  of  Parliament, 
and  he  had  done  fo  at  the  particular  inilance  of  thofe,  who 
now  moved  to  have  another  gentleman  appointed  fpeaker. 
This,  he  faid,  was  ufage  he  did  not  expeft,  and  he  thought 
he  had  a  right  to  other  and  very  different  treatment.     With 
regard  to  the  gentleman  who  was  the  objeft  of  the  noble 
Lord^s  motion,  no  man  thought  more  highly  of  his  integrity 
and  his  abilities  than  he  did  ;he  fincerely  hoped  neither  the 
abilities  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  nor  his  qualifications 
to  fill  the  chair,  might  be  mentioned  in  comparifon  with  fuch. 
abilities  and  fuch  qualifications  as  nature  had  bellowed  upon 
Voj^.  XVIIL  C  ^i^^^r. 
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bim,  becaufe,  if  they  were,  he  was  confident  he  fhould  be 
a  confiderable  fufFerer.  He  aproved  of  that  gentleman  fully, 
but  as  the  Houfe  muft  be  before-hand  with  him  in  feeing 
through  the  fallacy  of  the  reafpn^  ftated  by  the  noble  Lord,  as 
the  grounds  of  the  motion,  and  as  it  was  an  infult  to  the 
underftanding  of  every  gentleman  prefent,  to  pretend,  that 
an  anxiety  for  his  health  was  the  r^I  caufe  for  moving  that 
another:  fpeaker  might  be  chofen,  he  called  upon  the  noble 
Lord  and  upon  his  honourable  friend  to  tell  him,  why  he 
was  thus  difgracefully  difmifTed  ?  If  his  condu61  in  the  chair 
had  been  objeftionable,*if  it  had  been  criminal,  let  the  cri- 
minality be  fully  known,  and  let  exemplary  punifhment  fol- 
low, if  there  could  be  any  puniflimcnt  more  fevere  than 
public  difgrace*  He  fliould  be  content,  when  the  fa£l  was  un- 
difguifedly  acknowleged,  and  his  offence  publicly  urged  } 
and  he  could  not  but  think  he  had  a  claim  upon  the  noble 
Lord  and  his  honourable  friend  for  this  explanation  ;  an  ex- 
planation which  he  preffed  for  the  more  earneftly,  becaufe 
he  did  affure  the  Houfe,  upon  his  honour,  that  though  he 
had  been  in  towii  three  days,  he  had  never  been  alked 
whether  his  health  would  enable  him  to  continue  in  the  chair 
((hould  the 'Houfe  approve  of  his  continuing  there)  nor 
had  he  been  applied  to,  either  direftly  or  indireflly,  on  the 
fubjeft  of  chufing  a  new  fpeaker.       > 

Mr.  Fox  ftrongly  arraigned  tl^c  mipifters  for  having  made 
it  a  fyftem,  during  their  continuance  in  office^^  to  difgrace 
every  dignified  charafter  in  the  kingdom,  and  efpecially  to 
infult  and  vilify  thofe  men  whofe  conduct  the  Houfe  of 
commons  approved.  He  gave  as  inftances  the  treatment  of 
bis  honourable  relation  [Admiral  Keppel]  and  the  treatment 
of  the  late  fpeaker.  He  paid  Sir  Fletpher  Norton  the  high- 
eft  compliments,  and  faid,  the^real  and  the  pretended  caufe 
for  removing  him  ffoin  the  chair,  reminded  him  of  a  former 
debate  in  the  l^ft  Parliament,  when  a  noble  Lord  had  mentio* 
ned,  that  the  German  ftates,  in  their  treaties  ^nd  public  adls, 
always  made  a  diftin£tion  b<;^\yeen  ih^^ratio  fuaforia  and  the 
ratio  jujiifica.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  rmtio  fuaforia  was  an 
obvious  fallacy,  and  the  ratio  juftifica  the  wo r ft  that  could 
poffibly  be  urged.  The  noble  Lord  who  made  the  motion 
had  filled  his  fpeech  with  empty  compliments  on  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  and  after  aflerting  that  he  was  the  ableft  man  the 
Houfe  could  choofe  to  fit  in  the  chair,  ^ad  concluded  hi^  ad- 
fire  fs  with  moving,  that  another  gentleman  might  be  clefl:«d 
%o  fill  it  ^  an4  tfa^  ^onp^able  gentkmaqr  whp  feconded  the 

motioti^ 
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motion,  had  recommended  it  to  the  gentleman  moved  for^ 
as  Sir  Fletcher  Norton's  fucceflbr,  to  copy  the- example  of 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  telling  him  in  the  moft  plain,  pofitive, 
and  dheSt  terms,  that  his  only  chance  of  making  a  good 
fpeaker,  refted  on  his  implicitly  following  the  model  of  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton.  "  Good  God !  (faid  Mr.  Fox)  what  pitiful 
flilfts,  what  (hallow  arguments  are  the  prefentminiftry  redu-» 
ced  to,  when  they  come  down  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  tell  us  that  our  late  fpeaker  is  the  ableft  mai;!  in  the 
world,  the  fitteft  to  fill  the  chair,  and  in  the  fame  breath, 
beg  us  to  choofe  another  gentleman,  fpeaker !  And  why  ?  Not 
fcecaufe  it  is  pretended  that  Mr.  Cornwall  is  fuperior  in 
ability  to  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  it  is  not  even  faid  Aat  he  i$ 
equal,  but  becaufe,  if  he  copies  Sir  Fletcher  Norton's,  coq*. 

^du£k,  he  may  poffibly  difcharge  the  duties  of  the  chair  wifcb 
fatisfaftion  to  the  Houfe,  and  credit  to  himfelf !  Would  any 
oth«r  fet  of  men  in  this  or  any  other  kingdom,  grafp  at  a 
copy,  merely  becaufe  it  may  prove  a  tolerable  one,  when 

'they  can  have  the  original  ?  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  from  any 
thing  be  has  faid  this  day,  does  not  appear  unqualified  to  take 
the  chair;  he  is  in  good  health  now;  and  when^ unhappily  for 
"^  .  his  family  and  the  public,  he  feels  a  relapfe,  it  will  then  be  fui^ 
ficiently  early  to  talk  of  a  fucceffor.  Certainly  to  appcJint  one 
at  this  period,  and  under  thefe  circumftances,is  not  without  a 
precedent,  but  it  is  extremely  unufual,  and  therefore  becomes 
(ingular.  What  will  people  without  doors  think  ?  What  will 
the  world  fay  ?  Will  they  not  take  this  meafurc  as  an  ill  omen, 
as  a  bad  beginning  of  the  new  parliament  ?  Will  they  not 
fee,  that  all  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  faid  lad  year, 
on  the  fubjeft  of  the  late  fpeaker's  health,  all  his  pathos, 
all  his  expreffions  of  tendernefs,  which  every  body  at  that 
time/  the  greatcft  part  of  the  Houfe  however,  fincerely  fym- 
pathized  in,  were  nothing  but  empty  words,  compliments 
without  meaning  and  profeffions  without  foundation  !  Will 

•  they  not  fay,  that  the  true  caufe  of  fuch  unparallelled  ill  treat- 
ment, is  that  fpeech  alluded  to  by  my  honourable  friend  ? 
ti  fpeech  which  did  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  the  highcft  honour, 
and  which  was  a  noble  and  manly  proof  of  his.  true  regard 
for  his  country,  and  his  feeling  for  her  diftrefles.  I  defire,  if  I 
am  in  order,  that  the  Clerk  may  read  the  thanks  of  the 
Houfe  to  the  fpeaker,  which  were  almoft  unanimoufly  rt- 
folved  on  that  occafion,  and  they  will  fee  the  bafenefs  01  this 
attempt  to  difgrace  a  man  whom  t-he  Houfe  has  honoured. 
Let  t^iem  add  to  the  impreflion,  the  prefetjt  condiifl:  of  mini- 
ilers.    Sir  Fletcher  Norton  feels  himfeljf  infulted  5  he  com- 

C  ^  ^Vwx^ 
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plains  of  the  infult,  and  he  demands,  honeftly!  demands  to 
know  the  caufe  !  Do  minifters  anfwer  Kim  ?  Does  the  noble 
Iiord  in  the  blue  ribbon  fpeak  out,  and  fairly  avow  the  caufe 
of  his  removal  ?  No.  l^c  ihifts  his  head  in  fome  fort  out  of 
the  collar,  he  gets  a  colleague  tQ  make  the  motion  for  the 
difmiffion  of  a  man  who  had  rendered  himfelf  offenfive  to 
him,  l>ecaufe  he  nobly  and  manfully  flood  up  for  the  peo- 
^  pie,  and  declared  what  afterwards  appeared  to  be  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  *'  that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
«*  had  increafed,  was  increafing,  and  ought  to  be  diminiflied  v" 
and  ^yhen  he  now  appeals  to  the  minifter  to  avow  his  offence, 
\  and  ftate  the  part  of  his  conduft  which  iiad  induced,  thi^ 

attempt  to  difgrace  him,  the  noble  Lord  takes  refuge  in  a 
cowardly  filence.  Mr.  Fox  continued  fpeaking  fome  time 
longer  with  his  iifual  afperity  and  ability. 

Mr.  Hat-         Mr.  Hat  fell  then  read  from  the  Journals  the  entry  of  the 

f'^^'  pth  of  May  1777,   containing  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to 

the  fpeaker,'  for  his  fpeech  to  the  King  from  the  bar  of  the 

Houfe  of  Lords,  on  his  Majefty's  giving  his  royal  affent  to 

the  bill  for  the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  houfehold. 

Mr.  Pyng^  Mr.  Byng  in  a  (hort  fpeech  condemned  the  motion  made 
by  the  noble  Lord  as  an  infult  to  the  late  fpeaker,  and  com- 
plained of  the  laft  parliament's  having  been  diffolved  but  two 
days  after  Sir  Fletchd'r  Norton  fet  out  for  Yorkfliire,  with- 
out the  leaft  previous  intimation  beisng  given  to /him  of  any 
fuch  defign ;  though  he  was  the  reprefentative  of  a  borough 
-fo  near  town  as  Guildford.  He  alfo  mentioned  the  rudenefs  of 
the  Minifter's  telling  all  his  friends  who  attended  at  the  place 
called  the  Cockpit,  of  the  intention  of  moving,  that  Mr* 
Cornwall  might  be  elefted  fpeaker,  without  giving  the  fmal- 
left  intimation  of  fuch  an  intention  to  Sir  Fletcher  Norton. 

Mr.  Corn-        Mr.  Cornwall  laid,  that  if  the  Houfe  thought  proper  to 

tvatl.  eleft  him  to  the  chair,  he  fhould  exert  his  endeavours  to  give 

them  fatisfaftion  j  but  that  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to 
think  it  would  be  in  his  power  to  come  near  the  pajrtial  ex- 
j>eAations  of  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  motion,  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  feconded  it,  or  his  learned  friends. 
He  concluded  with  obferving,  that  with  regard  to  the  fubjeft 
"^  under  difculFion,  it  would  be  improper  for  him  to  fay  a  fyl- 

lable  upbn  it  j  he  (hou'ld  therefore  fit  down,  fubmitting  tb^ 
Vfhoh  bufinefs  to  the  wifdom  and  judgment  of  the  Houfe. 
After  a  momentary  patife, 

%lZr^'^''   Sir  Fletcher  rofe  again,  and  declared,  if  any  thing  could 
"^"''       induce  him  to  accept  the  chair  again  --he  begged  pardon 

for 
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or  the  exprcffion  —  to  afpire  to  it, '  it  would  be  the  contempt 
with  which  he  was  treated.  He  thought  be  had  a  right  to  an 
explanation  from  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  motion,  or 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  feconded  it.  If  it  w^j 
his  conduA  laft  feflion  that  bad  rendered  him  obnoxious,  let, 
them  fay  fo,  and  he  ihould  be  content.  He  never  would 
^  fpeak  in  that  Houfe  but  as  he  thought  ^  and  as  he  was  con- 
fcious  that  every  man  muft  abide  by  the  confequences  of  his 
condu£l,  he  cared  not  what  iflue  followed  his  conduct,  but 
he  furely  had  a  right  to  complain  of  fuch  ufage,  and  if  neither 
the  noble  Lord  nor  the  honourable  gentleman  would  favour  > 

him  with  the  explanation  he  called  for,  he  (hould  leave  the 
whole  to  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  who,  he  wasfure, 
would  put  a  true  conftruftion  upon  the  treatment  he  had  re- 
ceived,'and  the  filence  of  minifters  refpefting  it.' 

Mr.  Ellis  declared,  that  he  conceived  every  member  had  an  Mr.  ElUs, 
undoubted  right  to  vote  for  a  new  fpeaker  as  he  thought^ 
proper  5  that  he  had  no  intention  either  to  infult  or  difgrace 
oir  Fletcher  Norton,  of  whom  he  had  before  fpoken  his  fin- 
cere   opinion,  but  that  the  public  good  was  the  great  di- 
redor  of  his  vote,  and  he  did  not  think,  after  the  alarming  ' 

ftate  of  the  late  fpeaker's  health  lail  feffion,  that  it  Was  ei- 
ther refpeftful  to  him,  or  confident  with  the  public  good,  to 
put  him  again  in  the  chair;  but  that  it  was  better  to  choofe  a 
fpeaker  of  freftier  health,  and  who,  from  his  time  of  life, 
hid  more  vigour,  and  was  better  able  to  encounter  and  fuftain 
the  fatigues  of  the  office.  "^ 

Lor4  Mabon  faid,  poilibly  it  might  be  fuppofed  that  no  Ld.  Mdkon. 
perfon  who  had  not  be^n  a  x^ember  of  the  laft  Parlian>ent, 
was'  qualified  to  fpeak  to  the  queftion ;  but  though  he  was 
newly  come  within  thofe  walls,  he  coiild  not  confent  to 
give  a  filent  vote  on  the  prefent  occafion.  His  duty  to  his 
country  and  his  own  feelings  forbade  it.  His  Lordihip  then 
made  an  energetic  eulogium  on  the  virtues  and  the  integrity 
of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  advifing  the  noble  Lord  who  made 
the  motion,  to  leave  the  late  Ipeaker's  health  to  the  late 
fpeaker*s  own  care,  and  declaring  that  he  would  oppofe  the 
motion,  if  there  were  no  other  reafon  for  his  doing  fo, 
merely  becaufe  it  was  made  by  a  member  of  adminiftration ; 
that  adminiftration,  whofe  baleful  meafureshad  loaded  their 
country  with  difgrace  and  diftrefs,  had  abridged  the  inheri* 
tance  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  intailed  ruin  on  the 
houfe  of  Hanover  !  Before  his  Lordfliip  fat  down,  he  me- 
naced the  treafury  bench  with  a  threat  to  pppofe  every  mea- 
fure  they  fuggeiled. 
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MuRi^ly.  Mr.  T^igby  faid,  he  did  not, rife  to  advert  to  any  thing  let 
fall  by  ^he  noble  Lord  vr\\0  fpoke  laft,  becaufe  the  qudtion 
was  not  now,  how  to  difpofc  of  the  miniftry;  when  the  mi- 
niftry  were  to  be  pulled  ddwn,  and  that  w^s  the  confiderati- 
of  the  Houfe,  he  did  not  doubt  but  the  noble  Lord  would 
affift  in  the  work,  as  indeed  he  was  bound  in  honour  to  do- 
Nor  did  he  rife  to  talk  of  the  late  fpeaker's  good  or  ill  health, 
as  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  was,  as  far  as  he  faw,  a  part 
of  the  prefent  queftion.  The  Houfe  had  a  motion  before 
them  for  the  ele£lion  of  a  fpcaker,  to  which  office  the  motion 
recommended  Mr.  Cornwall,  and  to  that  motion  he  meant 
to  fpeak;  This,  he  faid,  was  the  very  firft  debate  in  which  he 
had  heard  it  aflerted,  that  there  was  any  thing  of  infult, 
difgrace,  or  contempt  to  any  man,  in  appointing  a  fpeaker, 
or  that  any  gentleman  was  either  to  be  called  on,  or  expefted 
to  (late  his  reafons  why  he  recommended,  or  why  he  vot<id 
for  this  or  that  particular  candidate.  He  had  always  under- 
ftood  that  when  a  new  Parliament  was  fummgned,  every 
individual  member  had  a  right  to  give  his  vote  as  he  pleafed 
for  a  new  fpeaker,  and  he  defied  the  moft  learned  in  the 
law  to  prove,  that  it  was  any  pj^rt  of  the  conftitutional  law  of  - 
Parliament,  that  when  a  member  was  once  elefted  to  the  chair 
of  the  Houfe,  he  was  to  fit  there  juft  as  long  as  he  pleafed, 
unlefs  fome  charge  of  criminality  could  be  made  out  againft 
him.  He  had  fat  in  that  Houfe  a  great  many  years,  having 
been  fent  to  Parliament  when  he  was  only  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  and  he  had  feen  feveral  fpeakers  chofen,  but  never 
before  heard' fuch  doftrines  broached,  as  he  had  hea*d  that 
day.  With  regard  to  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir  Fletcher  Nor- 
ton, read  from  the  Journals  of  1777,  he  had  at  that  time  cx- 
preflcd  his  difapprobation  of  it,  and  of  the  fpeech  which  dc- 
cafioncd  it ;  he  thought  then  that  the  fpeaker  went  too  far^ 
that  he  was  not  warranted  to  make  fuch  an  addrefs  to  the 
throne,  and  that  it  was  flying  in  the  King's  face,  and  lie 
thought  the  fame  now.  \^^  cryy  to  Orekr^  to  Order  f^  He  in- 
fifted  upon  it,  he  was  not  diforderly  in  what  he  bad  faid,  he 
had  a  right  to  fpeak  of  the  laft  Parliament.  He  cotild  not,  he 
faid,  but  remark  the  particular  epoch,  when  the,  late  fpeaker 
became  the  great  favourite  of  thof?  who  were  this  day  fo 
loud  in  his  praife.  It  had  been  hinted  at  by  a  learned  gen^ 
tleman  n^ar  him  {Mr.  Dunning]  and  more  direftly  alkidcd 
to  by  his  honourable  friend  oppofite  [Mr.  Fox].  The  epoch 
was  no  other  than  the  period  at  which  the  late  fpeaker 
joined  thofe  gentlemen,  and  voted,  as  they  termed  it,  with 
the  Houfe  of  Commons;     Let  the  gentlemen  remember, 

however. 
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however,  that  towards  the  clofe  of  the  Lift  feflion,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  altered  its  opinion  and  its  decifions.  A 
great  deal  had  been  faid  about  tlie  conduft  of  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  while  fpeaker  ;  perhaps  he  did  not  perfedly  coin- 
cide in  .all  that  had  been  urged  on  that  topic  j  and  for  this, 
and  other  reafons  not  fit  to  be  given  in  that  Houfe,  was  dif- 
pofcd  to  fupport  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Cornwall,  for  whom 
he  fliould  certainly  vote.  He  obfervcd^  that  only  two  mai- 
ters  where  urged  againft  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Cornwall 
'as  objedlions,  ancC  thofe  were,  his  reprefenting  a  Cinque " 
Port,  and  his  being  a  placeman.  With  regard  to  the  latter, 
an  honourable  friend  of  his  had  mentioned  Mr.  Onflow,  but 
he  had  forgot  that  Mr.  Onflow  was  for  fome  years  Treafu- 
rer  of  the  Navy,  a  much  better  place  than  that  held  by,  Mr« 
Cornwall,  and  therefore  more  defirable  !  Why  Mr.  Onflow- 
loft  that  place,  was  a  matter  which  his  honourable  friend 
would,  perhaps,  rather  talk  over  with  him  in  private.  As 
to  Mr.  Cornwall's  reprefenting  a  Cinque  Port,  that  was  to 
him  a  very  extraordinary  objefiion  indeed,  and  he  believed 
it  was  the  firft  time  it  had  evei  been  brought  forward  in  the 
ftiape  of  an  objection.  He  had  a-lways  underftood  that  there 
was  no  local  reprefentatlon  within  thofe  walls,  and  that  gen- 
tlemen were  to  conCder  themfelves  in  a  different  light  while 
they^  were  in  the  Houfe.  He,  for  inftance,  was  chofen  for 
the  town  of  laviftock,  but  while  he  was  then  fpeakiiig,  he 
confidered  himfelf  as  the  reprefentative  of  the  people  of 
England,  and  this  idea,  he  had  always  underftood  to  be  the 
true  conltitutional  idea  of  theHoufe  of  Commons.  In  this 
view  therefore  the  baron  of  a  Cinque  Port,  and  the  member 
for  Old  Sarum,  was  either  of  them  as  eligible  to  the  chair  as 
the  member  for  the  county  of  York.  Grantham  was  the 
place  which  fent  Sir  John  Cuft  to  Parliament,  but  it  was  ne- 
ver talked  of  as  a  plea  of  eligibility  or  ineligibility,  when 
Sir  John  Cuft  was  recommended  to  the  chair*  Why  then' 
ilart  the  obje£lion  now  ?  The  condufl:  of  Sir  Fletcher  Nortoa 
had  been  loudly  applauded,  and  yet  it  might  not  ftrike  every 
gentleman  as  it  did  thofe  who  had  been  fo  lavifli  in  deliver- 
ing its  eulogy.  One  part  of  his  conduft  had  often  appeared 
to  him  extremely  wrong,  and  that  was,  his  relaxation  of  the 
rules  of  proceeding  with  the  ordinary  bufinefs  of  the  Houfe^ 
and  his  want  of  ftri£tnefs  ia  obferving  order,  and  keeping 
gentlemen  within  due  bounds.  This  he  had  fpoken  pf  to  the 
Jate  fpeaker  more  than  once,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  a 
main  objeft  of  Mr.  Camwall's  attention  tO  reftore  Parlia* 
ment  to  its  dignity,  by  reftoring  a  ftri£l  obfervance  of  all 
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the  forms  of  the  H9ufe.  He  remembered  Mr.  Onflow  was, 
reiparkable  for  an  oppofite  conduct,  and  was  faid  to  have  too 
much  buckra^i  in  ,his  manner,  (to  ufe  a  familiar  phrafe.) 
The  younger  part  of  the  Houfe  complained,  that  he  carried 
matters  with  rather  too  high  a  hand ;  the  faft  however  was, 
the  Houfe  had  then  more  dignity,  its  proceedings  were  more 
grave' and  folemn,  and  people  without  doors  treated  it  n^ore 
r^lTpedfuny  than  they  had  done  fince  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
had  filled  the  chair.  He  did  not  mean  this  as  a  fevere  cenfure 
on  the  late  fpeaker,  nor  did  he  mean  to  fet  up  his  underftand- 
ing  in  competition  with  that  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  j  he 
(hould  be  a  fool  to  attempt  it ;  he  only  mentioned  it,  becaufe 
he  thought,  though  Mr.  Onflow  might  be  too  pompous*,  the 
extreme  ogpofite  line  of  conduft  was  infinitely  more  liable  to 
be  attended  with  bad  confequences.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton's 
.  relaxation  in  the  points  he  had  mentioned,  he  was  aware  was 
afcribable  to  that  large  (hare  of  good  humour  and  good  na- 
ture, which  ail  who  knew  him,  knew  he  was  poflcfled  of, 
and  to  his  having  a  more  elevated  turn  of  mind,  than  could 
defcend  to  the  obfcrvation  of  fuch  minutiir^ 

Much  had  been  thrown  out  about  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  the  fecret  reafons  for  moving  to  eleft  a  new 
fpeaker.  To  him,  who  was  an  old  member  of  that  Houfe,  all 
that  had  been  faid  on  that  head  made  not  the  fmalleft  im- 
preflfion.  It  might  have  its  efled  on  younger  men,  an'd  thofe 
who  had  juft  entered  thofe  walls,  but  he  had  fo  often  heard  the 
fame  fort  of  language  from  different  fets  of  men  on  diflFerent 
occafions,  that  it  was  thrown  aWay  upon  him ;  and  as  to  the 
mighty  fecret,  the  true  caufe  of  moving  for  a  new  fpeaker  by 
one  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  fupporting  the  old  fpeaker  by^tlie 
other,  it  was  reducible  to  a  very  fimple  faft,  and  when  put 
into  plain  Englift,  and  ftripped  of  the  drefs  of  eloquence, 
and  the  ornaments  of  oratory,  was  no  more  than  this  : 
**  We'll  vote  for  you,  if  you'll  be  for  us."  As  to  the  idea 
of  places  and  placemen,  that  language  would  ever  be  held, 
while  parties  continued,  but  he  fliould  hear  it  with  great  in- 
difference, till  he  was^told  that  no  perfons  were  feeking  for 
places.  He  voted  for  miniftry,  and  fo  did  others,  becaufe 
he  and  they  thought  well  of  them,  at  leaft  they  knew  not 
where  to  look  for  better  men  to  put  in  their  fituations ;  but 
whenever  an  adminiflration  could  be  found  out,  capable  of 
reftoring  unanimity  to  the  country,  he,  for  one,  would  moft 
chearfully  give  up  his  place  to  the  fupportof  fuch  an  admini* 
ftration,  ' 

Mn 
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Mr.  Fox  faid)  that  (ide  of  the  Houfe  did  not  call  the  hon-  Mr.  r#x* 
curable  gentleman  to  order  for  fpeaking  of  the  laftPafliamert, 
but  for  ufing  the  King's  name  5  that  he  hoped  the  young 
members  would  now  fee,  that  what  the  newfpapers  and  the 
country  faid,  was  true,  that  the  King's  name  was  on  every 
occafion  ufed  as  a  fhel.er  and  a  fcreen  for  minifters.  •  With 
regard  to  the  laft  Parliament,  mod  certainly,  he,  for  one, 
was  difpofed  to  fpeak  worfe  of  it  than  the  honourable  gen-* 
tleman  probably  would  do  ;  he  held  it  in  deteftation,  and  he  \ 

hoped'  every  man  in  England  would  do  the  fgme*  Mr.  Fox  ' 
dwelt  for  fome  time  on  the  King's  name  being  brought  for- 
ward on  all  occafions,  indecently,  and  faid,  it  was  now  fo  ^ 
hackneyed,  that  it  was  heard  of  ^at  eleftions.  Having  purfu- 
ed  this  idea,  he  very  ingenioufly  turned  what  Mr.  Rigby 
had  faid  refpefting  Sir  Fletcher  Norton's  having  too  elevated 
a  mind  to  attend  to  the  minutia  of  Parliamentary  bufinefs,  a- 
gainft  Mr.  Cornwall,  arguing  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  recommended  Mr.  Cornwall  to  the  Houfe,  becaufe 
he  was  inferior  in  underftanding  to  the  lad  fpeaker. 

Sir  Edward  Afily  faid,  he  (hould  vote  for  the  late  fpeaker,  %\rFJv>a¥li 
becaufe  he  had  acquitted  himfelf  in  the  mod  fair  and  impar-  -^''^ 
tial  manner. 

The  Houfe  divided, 
For  Lord  Georges  Germain's  motion  ^c^ 

For  Mr»  Dunning*s  motion  134. 

Novemher  i. 

The  King  about  two  o'clock  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
and  being  feated  on  the  throne,  the  Commons  were  fent  for. 
When  they  came  up  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Cornwall,  their  new 
eleded  fpeaker,  addrefled  the  throne  in  a  fliort  fpeech,  in 
i  which  he  faid,  that,  in  confequence  of  his  Majefty's  royal  in- 
dulgence, the  Commons  had  proceeded  to  the  exerrife  of  their 
fmcieilt  and  undoubted  right,  the  election  of  a  fpeaker  ;  that 
their  choice  had  fallen  upon  him.  He  could  not  refrain  from 
cxpreffing  the  apprehenfions  of  his  mind,  that  his  abilities 
were  not  adequate  to  the  difcharge  of  that  weighty  and  im- 
portant truft  ;  and  therefore  he  muft  intreat  his  Majcfty,  that 
he  would  give  his  commands  to  the  Commons  to  proceed  to 
another  eleflion. 

The  Lord  Chdncellor  faid,  he  had  received  the  coijnmands  ^hc  Urd 
of  his  Majefly,   to  exprefs  the  confidence  which  his  Majefty  CbsnttiUr^ 
had  of  his  abililics,  knowledge  and  integrity.    He  highly  ap- 
proved of  the  able  choice  of  a  fpeaker  which  the  Commons 
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had  made;  and  it  was  his  Majefty's  plexfure  that  he  fhoul4 
take  upon  him  the  high  and  important  truiL 
Mr.  Corn-        Mr.  Cornwall  then,  in  an  humble  manner,  declared,  that 
w*//.  x\\Q  beft  manner  which  he  conceived  he  could  take  to  makt? 

his  acknowledgments  of  the  high  fenfe  which  he  had  of  the 
honour  which  his  Majefly  had  been  pleafed  to  confer  wpon 
him,  by  the  confidence  and  approbation  exprefled  by  his 
Chancellor,  would  be  the  moft  zealous  and  Heady  exertion 
of  his  abilities,  weak  as  they  were,  and  the  truell  integrity 
of  heart,  in  the  discharge  of  the  employment. 

He  mufl  intrcat  for  himfelf,  that  his  Majefty  would  be 
pleafed  to  put  the  ftioft  favourable  conftruftiou  on  all  his 
words  and  alliens,  and  honour  him  with  his  royal  forgive- 
Trefs  for  the  frailties  and  eirors  of  his  nature.  And  he  mufl 
claim  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  which  he  was  to  prc- 
fide,  the  continuance  of  all  their  ancient  rights,  privileges 
3nd  immunities;  particularly,  that  the  Perfons  of  the  mem- 
bers, their  eftates,  and  fervants,  fhould  be  free  from  arreft 
and  molellation  ;  that  the^y  fhould  enjoy  freedom  of  debate ; 
and  have  ready  accefs  to  his  Majefty's  perfon. 
The  Lord  The  Lord  Chancellor  replied,  that  he  was  commanded  by 
his  Majefty  to  declare,  that  tho'  he  has  fmall  occafion  to  re- 
queft  the  royal  indulgence  on  account  of  his  abilities,  yet  his 
Majefty  gave^him  his  royal  alTurance  of  the  mofl  favourable 
interpretation  of  his  conduct ;  that  his  Majefty  likcwife  gave 
his  aHurance  to  preferve  and  confirm,  in  the  moft  full  and 
ample  manner,  all  the  ancient  privileges,  rights  and  immu- 
nities of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  particularly,  that  the 
perfons  of  the  members,  their  eftates  and  fervants,  fhould  be 
free  from  arreft  and  moleftation  ;  that  they  fhould  enjoy  pro- 
tedion  and  freedom  of  fpecch  in  their  debates  j  that  they 
fhould  have  free  accefs  to  his  perfon ;  and  that  he  fhould 
always  put  the  moft  favourable  conftruftion  on  all  their 
proceedings.  « 

This  bufinefs  being  finifhed,    his   Majefty  delivered  hii 
fpeech  from  the  throne  to  both  Houfea. 

After  which  the  Commons  returned  to  their  own  Houfe, 
the  mace  being  carried  before  the  fpeaker  (which  it  had  not 
been  before)  \,  and  the  members  took  their  places.  The 
fpeakef  faid  to  the  Houfe,  that  his  Majef):y  had  peen  pleafed 
,  to  approve  of  their  choice  of  him  as  their  fpeaker,  and  that 
he  had  laid  claim  by  petition  to  all  the  ancient  privileges 
rights  and  immunities  of  the  Houfe,  particularly,  that  the 
perfons  of  the  members,  theif  eftates,  and  fervants,  fhould 
be  free  from  arreft  and  moleftation*,  that  they  fhould  enjoy 

2  freedom 
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freedom  of  debate,  and  have  free  accefs  to  his  Majcfty.  He 
declared  that  his  Majefty  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  con- 
firm and  continue  all  their  privileges,  rights  and  immunities, 
in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  as  ever  were  granted  in  any 
time  heretofore. 

The  Speaker  now  faid,  he  muft  again  intreat  them  to  accept' The%tf*< 
of  his  warm  thanks  for  the  diitmguiihed  confidence  which 
they  had  rcpofed  in  him,  and  the  honour  they  had  conferred 
in  placing  him  in  that  chair.  He  could  only  add  to  his  former 
declarations,  that  the  only  hope  which  he  had  of  fucceeding 
in  his  arduous  fituation,  was  in  the  affiftance  which  he  trulted 
he  fljould  receive  from  every  member  of  the  Houfc  ;  and  he 
would  aiTure  them  that  zeal,  attention,  and  afliduity,  (liouW 
not  be  wanting  to  make  up  for  the  weaknefs  and  inadequacy 
of  his  talents. 

Mr.  fpeaker  alone,  and  then  the  other  members  prefent, 
took  the  oaths,  and  made  and  fubfcribed  the  declaration,  and 
took  and  fubfcribed  the  oath  of  abjuration,  according  to  the 
laws  made  for  thofe  purpofes  j  and  Mr,  fpeaker,  and  fuch  of 
the  faid  members  as  are  by  law  required  to  deliver  in  ta  the 
Clerk  of  this  Houfe  an  account  of  their  qualification,  and  to 
take  arid  fubfcribe  the  oath  of  qualification,  delivered  in  fuch 
account,  and  took  and  fubfcribed  the  faid  oath,  accordingly, 
.And  then  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  the  next  morning. 

l^GVcmbjr  2.         '  s 

Several  other  members  prefent  took  the  oaths,  and  deliver- 
^d  in  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  an  account  of  their  qualifica- 
tion.    And  then  the  Houfc  adjourne4- 

NQvember  '^^ 
The  fame.     Adjourned  to  Nov.  6. 
November  6. 

A  bill,  for  the  more  effcdually  preventing  clandeftiiye  out- 
lawries, was  read  the  Jirjft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fecond  time. 

Or-dercd,  that  the  grand  committee  for  religion  do  fit  every 
Tuefday  in  ^hc  afternoon,  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  grand  committee  for  grievances  do  fit 
every  Thurfday  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  gr^nd  committee  for  courts  of  juftice 
do  fit  every  Saturday  in  the  afterneon,  in  the  ffoufe. 

Ordered,   that  the  grand  committj^e  for  trade  do  fit  every  - 
Friday  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  Hoijfc. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  qf  privileges  be  appointed. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  accordingly. 

And  they  are  tq  meet  upon  Friday  (eveanight,  i,t  fevcn  of 
P^^  the 
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the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  fpeakcr's  chamber ;  and 
to  fit  every  Monday,  Wednefday,  and  Friday,  in  the  after- 
nooii  •,  and  all  who  come  are  to  have  voices  •,  and  they  are  to 
take  into  confideratlon  all  fuch  matters  as  fhall  or  may  come 
in  queflion,  touching  privileges  ;  and  to  report  their  proceed- 
ings, with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe,  from  time 
to  time  i  and  the  committee  are  to  have  power  to  fend  for 
perfons,  papers,  and  records,  for  their  information :  and  if 
any  thing  Ihall  come  in  queftion  touching  the  matter  of  pri- 
vilege of  any  member,  he  is  to  withdraw  during  the  time  the 
matter  is  in  debate. 

Ordered,  that  all  perfons  who  will  quefcion  any  returns  of 
members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  do  queflion  the  fame  within 
fourteen  days  next,  and  fo  within  fourteen  days  next  after 
any  new  return  fliall  be  brought  in ;  and  that  all  members 
who  are  returned  for  two  or  more  places,  do  make  rtieir  elec- 
tion by  this  day  three  weeks  for  which  of  the  places  they  will 
ferve,  provided  there  be  no  queflion  upon  the  return  for  that 
place  ;  and  if  any  thing  fhall  come  in  queflion  touching  the 
return  or  eleftion  of  any  member,  he  is  to  withdraw  du- 
ring the  time  the  matter  is  in  debate  ;  and  that  all  members 
•  returned  upon  double  returns  do  withdraw  till  their  returns 
^  ^re  determined. 

Refolved,  that  no  peer  of  this  realm  hath  any  right  to  give 
his  vote  in  the  eleftion  of  any  member  to  ferve  in  parliament. 

Refolved,  that  where  this  Houfe  fhall  judge  any  petition 
touching  elections  to  be  frivolous  and  vexatious,  the  Houfc 
will  order  fatisfa£lion  to  be  made  to  the  perfon  petitioned 
again  It. 

Refolved,  that,  if  ^t  fhall  appear  that  any  perfon  hath  pro- 
cured himfelx^  to  be  eledcd  or  returned  a  member  of  thi^ 
Houfe,  or  endeavoured  fo  to  be,  by  bribery  or  any  other 
corrupt  pra£lices,  this  Houfe  will  proceed  with  the  utmoft 
feverity  againfl  fuch  perfons. 

Refolved,  that  if  it  fhall  appear  that  any  perfon  hath  been 
tampering  with  any  witnefs,  in  refpe£l  of  his  evidence  to  be 
given  to  this  Houfe,  or  any  Committee  thereof,  or  direftly 
or  indirectly  hath  endeavoured  to  deter  or  hinder  any  perfon 
from  appearing,  or  giving  evidence,  ^he  fame  is  declared  to 
be  a  high  grime  and  mifdemeanor;  and  this  Houfe  will  pro- 
ceed v/ith  the  utmoft  feverity  againft  fuch  offender. 

Ptefolved,  that  if  it  fliall  appear  that  any  perfon  hath  given 
falie  evidt  nc€,  in  any  cafe,  before  this  Houfe,-or  any  commit- 
'tec  thereof,  this  Houfe  will  proceed  with  the  utmoil  feverity 
^cainft  fuch  offfendeF.    . 

Refolye^^ 
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Refolved,  that  it  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  for  any  Lord 
of  Parliament  or  any  Lord  Lieutenant  of  any  county,  to  con- 
cern themfelves  in  the  elc£lians  of  members  to  ferve  for  the 
Commons  in  Parliament. 

Refolved,  that  in  all  cafes  of  controverted  eleftions  for 
counties  in  England  and  Wales,  the  petitioners  do  by  them- 
felves or  by  their  agents,  within  a  convenient  time,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Houfe,  deliver  to  the  fitting  members,  or 
their  agents,  lifts  of  the  pcrfons  intended  by  the  petitioners 
to  be  objefted  to,  who  voted  for  the  fitting  members  ;  giv- 
ing, in  the  faid  lifts,  the  feveral  heads  of  objeftion,  and  dif- 
tinguiftiing  the  fame  againft  the  names  of  the  voters  excepted 
to  5  and  that  the  fitting  members  do,  by  themfelves  or  by 
their  agents,  within  the  fame  time,  deliver  the  like  lifts,  oil 
their  part,  to  the  petitioners  or  their  agents. 

Ordered,  that  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  the  Houfe,  do 
from  time  to  time,  take  into  his  cuftody,  afny  ftranger  or 
ftrangers  that  he  (hall  fee,  or  be  informed  of  to  be  in  the 
Houfe,  or  gallery,  while  the  Houfe,  or  any  committee  of  the 
whole  Houle,  is  fitting  ;  and  that  no  perfon,  fo  taken  into 
cuftody;  be  difcharged  out  of  cuftody^thout  the  fpecial  or- 
der of  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  that  the  back  door  of  the  fpcaker*s  chamber  be 
Jocked  up  every  morning  at  the  fitting  of  the  Houfe^  and 
the  key  delivered  to  the  clerk,  to  be  locked  up  by  him  ;  and 
that  he  do  not  prefume  to  deliv-r  the  fame  to  any  perfon 
whatfoever,  without  order  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  that  thtf  fer- 
jeant  at  arms  attending  this  Houfe,  do  take  care  to  clear  the 
fpeaker's  chamber  every  day  before  the  door  is  locked  up. 

Ordered,  that  no  member  of  this  Houfe  do  prefume  to 
bring  any  ftranger  or  ftrangers  into  the  Houfe,  or  gallery 
thereof,'  while  the  Houfe  is  fitting., 

Ordered,  .that  the  conftables  and  other  officers  of  Middle- 
fex  and  Weftminfter,  do  take  care,  that  from  eleven' of  the 
clock  in  the  morning  till  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  from  four  >• 
till  fix  in  the  afternoon,  during  the  feflion  of  Parliament,  the 
paflages  through  the  ftreetg  between  Temple-Bar  and  T^V'cft- 
minfter-Hall  fhall  be  kept  free  and  open  j  and  that  no  oBftruc- 
tions  be  made,  by  cars,  drays,  carts,  or  otherwife,  to  hinder 
the  paflage  of  the  members  to  and  from  this  Houfe  ;  and 
^h'at  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  this  Houfe,  do  give  notice 
of  this  order  to  the  officers  aforefaid. 

Ordered,  that  the  conftables  in  waiting  do  take  care,  that 
(h^re  be  u6  gamipg  or  other  di&rders  in  Weftminfter-rHall^ 
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or  tbc  paflagcs  leading  to  the  Houfc,  during  the  fitting  of 
Parliament,  and  that  there  be  no  annoyance,  by  chairmen, 
footmen  or  otherv^ife,  therein,  or  thcr<;abouts.        ^ 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  orders  be  fentto  the  high  bailiff  of 
Wellminfter,  and  that  he  do  fee  the  fame  put  into  execution. 

Ordered,  that  no  footman  be  permitted  to  be  within  the 
lobby  of  the  Houfe  j  or  upon  the  (litirs  leading  thereto. 

Ordered,  that  the  feijeant  at  arms  attending  this  Houfe  do 
take  care,  that  there  be  no  gaming  or  other  diforders  in  tho 
room  appointed  for  the  footmen  attending  the  n^ember^  of 
this  Houfe  to  wait  in.  . ..  / 

Ordered,  that  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  this  Houfe,  do 

'      take  into  his  cuftody  fuch  footmen  as  Ihall  prefume  to  dtfobey 

the  orders  of  the  Houfe  ;   and  that  no  fuch  footmen  be  dif- 

charged  out  of  cuftody  but  by  the  fpecial  order  of  the  Houf^p, 

Ordered,  that,  to  prevent  the  intercepting  or  lofing  of  let-» 
tcrs  dircfted  to  members  of  this  Houfe,  the  perfon  appointed 
to  bring  letters  from  the  General  Poft  Office  to  this  Houfe, 
or  fome  other  perfon  to  be  appointed  by  the  poft  mafter  gene* 
ral,  do,  for  the  future,  every  day,  during  the  feifion  of  Psf- 
Jiament,  Sundays  excepted,  conftantly  attend,  from  ten  of 
the  clock  in  the  morning  till  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  for 
two  hours  at  leaft  immediately  after  the  rifing  of  the  Hou£;, 
and  alio  from  five  of  the  clock  it  the  afternoon  till  fcven,  at 
the  pUce  appointed  for  the  delivery  of  the  faid  letters  ;  and 
take  care,  during  his  ftay  there,  to  deliver  the  fame  to  the  fc- 
veral  members  tp  whom  they  ihall  be  directed,  or  to  their 
known  fcrirjint  or  fervants,  or  others  bringing  notes  under 
the  hands  of  the  members  fending  for  the  fame, 

Oidered,  that  the  faid  officer  do,  upon  his  going  away, 
lock  up  fuch  letters  as  (hall  remain  undeliverd  ;  ^nd  that  no 
letter  be  delivered  but  within  the  hours  aforefaid. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  orders  be  fent  to  the  Poft  mafter 
general. 

Ordered,  that  when  any  letter  or  packet  direfted  to  this 
Houfe,  (hall  come  to  Mr.  ipeaker,  he  do  open  the  fame ;  and 
acquaint  the  Houfe,  at  tl^eir  next  fitting,  with  the  content^ 
thereof,  if  proper  to  be  communicated  to  this  Houfc. 

Ordered,  That  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  this  Houf^ 
4o,  from  time  to  time,  when  the  Houfe  is  going  to  prayers^ 
give  notice  thereof  to  all  committees  ;  and  that  all  proceed*, 
ings  of  committees  in  a  morning,  after  fuch  notice,  be  i^^ 
clared  to  be  null  and  void. 

Ordered,  that  the  votes  of  this  Houfe  be  p^rintcd,  "being 
firft  pexufed  by  M^r^  fpeaker  j  md  that  he  do  jippoint  thf 

printing 
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printing  thereof;  and  that  no  perfon  but  fuch  as  he  (hall  ap« 
point  do  prefume  to  print  tl>«  fame« 

7'he  Houfe  taking  notice^  by  the  book  of  returns  that  the 
fherifFs  of  the*  city  of  Coventry  bad  not  returned  any  citizens 
to  ferve  in  this  Pailiament  for  the  faid  city  \  and  that  thejf 
had  made  a  fpecial  return  why  they  had  not  returned  fuch 
citizens;  the  faid  return  was  read|  and  U  as  followeth  : 

**  By  virtue  of  the  writ  of  eleCiion  to  us  diredcd  (to  which 
this  is  annexed)  proclamation  being  firft  made  of  the  premifes 
in  the  faid  writ  mentioned,  and  of  the  day  and  place,  as  by 
the  faid  writ  is  directed,  \x*e,  the  within-named  ftieriffs,  did, 
in  obdience  thereto,  on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
proceed  in  order  to  caufe  two  citizens  of  the  moil  fufficient 
jixid  difcreet  of  our  faid  <:ity,   freely  and  indifferently  to  be 
chofen,  according  to  the  form  of  the  ftatutes  in  fuch  cafe  made 
and  provided,  when  there  appeared  as  candidates  Edward 
Roe  Yeo,  and  John  Baker  Hoiroyd,   efquires.   Sir  Thomas 
Halifax,  knight,  and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq.  and  there«pon  a 
foil  was  opened  in  the  ufual  and  aCcuftomed  manner,  and 
proceeded  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  way  for  about  the  fpace 
of  half  an  hour,  at  the  end  of  which  fpace  of  time  divers  per- 
fons,  and  particularly  colliers,  and  others,  not   inhabitants 
or  freemen  of  the  faid  city,   to  the  number  of  five  hundred 
a«d  more,  with  a  blue  flag  carried  before  them,  and  having 
blue  and  white  cockades  in  their  hats  (being  the  marks  and 
badges  by  which  the  party  of  the  faid  Edward  Roe  Yeo  and 
John  Baker  Hoiroyd  ivhere  diftinguifiied)  tumultuoufly  and 
riotouily  affembled  together  at  the  place  of  eledtion,  and  did 
difturb  and  impede  the  faid  ele<Slion ;  and  did,  in  our  view, 
violently,    riotoufly,  and   outragcoufly  aflault,  beat,  ftrip,^ 
bruife,  and  otherwife  ill-treat  a  great  number  of  voters  at- 
tending at  the  place  of  tledion,  and  offering  to  poll  for  the 
faid  Sir  Thomas  Halifax  and  Thomas  Rogers,  efq.  and  then 
and  there  diftutbed,  impeded,  and  obftrufted  the  faid  voters 
from  giving  their  votes  ;   the  faid  rioters  and  difturbers  at  the 
fame  time  openly  and  publicly  threatening  that  no  perfon 
(hould  come  up  to  poll  for  the  faid  Sir  Thomas  Halifax  and 
Thomas  Rogers,  efq.   Whereupon  we  adjourned  the  faid  poll 
to  Monday  the  eleventh  of  the  faki  month  of  September,  and 
continued  the  fame,  by  divers  other  adjournments,  from  day 
to  day,  to  the  eighteenth  of  the  faid  month,  in  order  that  the 
faid  e|e£iion  might  be  made  j  but  the  faid  poll  was  difturbed 
aitd  impeded  from  time  to  time,  by  like  tumults,  riots,  and 
b^  affaults   and  outrages,  committed  upon  the  perfons  of 
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many  voters  offering  to  poll  for  the  faid  Sir  Thomas  Halifaii 
and  Thomas  Rogers,  by  th«  faid. rioters  and  difturbers* 
And  we,  affiiled  by  the  magillrates  and  peace  officers,  en* 
deavouringj  by  an  exertion  of  all  the  power  and  authority 
vefted  in  us,  and  particularly  having  appointed  236  additi** 
onal  conftables,  to  preferve  the  peace,  to  fupprefs  the  faid 
tumults  and  riots,  and  to  remove  the  faid  ob(lru6tions,  and 
to  open  a  free  accefs  to  the  booth,  for  the  voters  on  both  fides 
to  come  up  to  poll,  were,  notwithftanding,  jiotoufly  and 
forcibly  affaulted  and  driven  back,  and  otherwife  ill-treated, 
to  the  imminent  danger  of  our  lives,  and  the  voters  were, 
by  numbers  and  foroc,  violently  and  illegally  hindered  from 
giving  their  votes,  fo  that  out  of  two  thoufand  voters,  and 
upwards,  no  more  than  eighty  three  were  polled,  and  a  free 
cleftion  could  not  be  had  ;  but  we  were,  by  means  of  the 
faid  tumultuous  and  illegal  force,  interrupted  and  obltiucled 
in  the  execution  of  the  faid  writ,  and  of  our  duty  and  oIRce, 
and  in  making  the  faid  elediion.  For  which  caufcs  afore- 
faid,  we  did  ^otcaufe  to  be  ele£led,  nor  could  we  caufe  to 
be  eledled,  two  citizens  of  the  faid  city  and  county,  accor- 
ding to  the  exigency,  form,  and  effect  of  the  laid  writ. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  feals,  this  fixth  day  of  Oft.  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty. 
»      Tho.  Noxon  and  Tho.  Duller,  Sherills," 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  T.  Noxon  and  Mr.  T.  Duller,  late  She* 
riffs  of  the  city  of  Coventry,  do  attend  this  Houfe  upon 
Thurfday  fortnight^  the  23d  day  of  this  inftant  November. 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that,  when  the  Houfe 
did  attend  his  Majelty  upon  Wednefday  laft,  the  iirft  inftant, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  a 
moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  to  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  of  which  Mr.  Speaker  faid  he  had,  to  prevent 
miftakes,  obtained  a  copy,  which  he  read  to  the  Houfe,  and 
is  as  followeth,  viz. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  more  than  ordinary  fatisfaSion  that  1  meet  you 
in  Parliament,  at  a  time,  when  the  late  elections  may  afford 
me  an  opportunity  of  receiving  the  moft  certain  information 
of  the  difpofition  and  the  wiflies  of  my  people,  to  which  I 
am  always  inclined  to  paj  the  utmoft  attention  and  regard. 

The  prefent  arduous  frtuation  of  public  affairs  is  well 
known  ;  the  whole  force  and  faculties  of  the  monarchies  of 
France  and  Spain  are  drawn  forth,  and  exerted  to  the  utmoft 
to  fupport  the  rebellion  in  my  colonies  ip  North  America, 

and^ 
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and,  without  the  leaft  provocation  or  caufe  of  complaint,  to 
attack  my  dominions  5  and  the  undifguifed  objeft  of  this 
confederacy  manifcftiy  is  to  gratify  boundlcfs  ambition,  by 
dcftroying  the  commerce,  and  giving  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
po>ver  of  Grreat  Britain. 

'  By  the  force  which  the  laft  Parliament  put  into  my  hands, 
and  by  the  blefRng  of  Divine  Providence  ojn  the  bravery  of 
my  fleets  and  armies,  1  have  been  enabled  to  withftand  the 
formidable  attempts  of  my  enemies,  and  to  fruilrate  the 
great  expeAations  they  had  formed  j  and  the  fignal  fucceflcs' 
which  have  attended  the  progrefs  of  my  arms  in  the  provin- 
ces of  Georgia  and  Carolina,  gained  with  fo  much  honour  to 
the  conduft  and  courage  of  my  officers,  and  to  the  valour 
and  intrepidity  of  my  troops,  which  have  equj^llcd  their 
higheft  charafter  in  any  age,  will,  I  truft,  have  important 
confequcnces  in  bringing  the  war  to  a  happy  conclufion.  It 
is  my  moll  earned  dcfire  to  fee  this  great  end  accompHfhed  ^ 
but  I  am  confident  you  wiJl  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  that 
we  can  only  fecure  fafe  and  honourable  terms, of  peace  by 
fuch  powerful  and  refpe£l:able  preparations,  as  Ihall  con- 
vince our :  enemies,  that  we  will  not  fubmit  to  receive  the 
law  from  any  powers  whatfoever,  and  that  we  are  united  in 
a  firm  refolution  to  decline  no  difficulty,  or  hazard,  in  the 
defence  of  our  country,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  our 
cflciitial  interefts. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

I  have  ordered  the  eitimates  fof  the  cnfuing  year  to  be 
laid  before  you.  I  fee  and  feel,  with  great  anxiety  and  con- 
cern, that  the  various  fervices  of  the  war  muft,  unavoidably, 
be  attended  with  great  and  h^avy  expences  ;  but  I  defire  you  ^ 
to  grant  me  fuch  fupplies  only,  as  your  own  fecuri*y  and 
lading  welfare,  and  the  exigency  of  affairs,  diall  be  found 
10  require. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  repofe  an  entire  confidence  in  the  zeal  and  affeftions  of 
this  Parliament,  confcious  that,  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
my  reign,  it  has  been  the  condant  objeft  of  my  care,  and 
the  wiffi  of  mv  heart,  to  promote  the  true  intereds  and 
happinefs  of  all  my  fubjefts,  and  to  prefcrve  inviolate  our 
excellent  conditution  in  church  and  date. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  DeGrey  moved,  <*  That  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majedy  to  return  his  Majedy  the  thanks 
of  this  Houfe,  for  his  mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
throne.  To  congratulate  his  Majedy  upon  the -fafe  delivery 
of  the  Queen,  and  the  birth  of  ani>ther  prince  \   and  to  aflure 
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his  Majefly,  that  we  take  a  fincere  part  in  every  event  that 
contribuces  to  his  Majefiy's  doVneftic  happinefs. 

^^  That  we  acknowledge,  with  the  utxnoft  gratitude,  bis 
Majefty'scondefcending  goodnefs,  in  his  delire  to  meet  his 
Parliament  at  this  time,  and  hi^  gracious  expreiEoni  of  at* 
tention  and  regard  to  the  dKppfition  and  wiihes  of  bit  peo* 
pie.  That  we  are  impreiTed  with  a  due  fenfe  of  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  prefent  arduous  conjundure,  when  the  whole 
'  force  of  France  and  Spain  is  combined  and  exerted  to  f up- 
port  the  rebellion  in  his  Majefty's  colonies,  and  to  attack  all 
the  dominions  of  his  crown  ^  and  when  it  is  but  too  mani- 
fed  to  all  the  world,  that  the  real  views  of  this  moft  unjuft 
confederacy  are  to  give  a  fatal  blow  to  the  commerce  and 
power  of  Great  Britain,  in  refentment  for  the  fuccefsful  ef- 
forts which  this  nation  has  fo  often  made  to  fave  the  liberties 
of  Europe  from  the  ambiiion  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 
That  we  have  cbferved,  with  great  and  juft  fatisfaflioOy 
that  his  Majefty,  by  the  fupport  of  bis  parliament,  and  the 
fpirit  and  bravery  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  has,  under  the 
Divine  prote£l;ion,  been  enabled  to  \yitfaftand  the  formidable 
attempts  of  his  enemies;  and  we  ofFeu:  our  moft  cordial  con^ 
gratulations  to  his  Majefty  on  the  fignal  fucccfl'es  which  have 
attended  the  progrefs  of  his  Majefty's  arms  in  the  provinces 
of  Georgia  and  Carolina,  and  in  which  the  conduft  and  cou- 
rage of  his  Majefty's  officers,  and  the  valour  and  intreprdity 
of  his  troops,   have  been  fo  eminently  diftinguiflied. 

*^  That  we  confidcr  his  Majcfty's  earncft  defire  and  folici- 
tude  to  fee  the  war  brought  to  a  happy  conclufion,  as  the 
ftrongell  proof  of  his  Majefty's  paternal  regard  for  his  peo- 
ple ;  but  we  entirely  agree  with  big  Majefty,  that  fafe 
and  honourable  terms  of  peace  can  only  be  fecured  by  fuch 
j'owerful  preparations  and  vigorous  exertions  as  (hall  con- 
1  iricc  our  enemies  that  his  Majefty  and  his  Parliament  arc 
united  in  a  firm  and  ftedfaft  refolution  to  decline  no  diffi- 
culty or  danger  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  eflential  interefts.  To  affurc  his  Ma- 
jelly,  that  we  are  thoroughly  fenfible  that  thefe  ends  cannot 
be  effeftcd  without  great  and  heavy  expences  •,  and  that  we 
will  grant  his  Majefty  fuch  fupplies  as  the  lafting  fecurity 
and  welfare  of  his  kingdoms,  and  the  exigency  of  aflFaira 
fhall  be  found  to  require.  That  his  Majefty  may  rely  with 
entire  confidence  on  the  moft  zealous  and  afFe£kionate  at- 
tachment, of  hisfathful  Commons  to  his  perfon,  family  and 
government;  andthatwe  acknowledge, with  the  livclicft  fcn- 
timents  of  reverence  and  gratitude,  that  the  conftant  tenor 

of 
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Qf  his  Majefty'i  comjuf^  fliews,  that  the  object  of  his  royal 
care  3^4  coftccra  are  to  promote  the  bappinefe  of  bis  people, 
and  t:9  preferve  iatioiate  our  excellent  conftitution  in  cburcG; 
and  ftate/ o,  '  .  • 

,  Mr.  Dc  Qr^Y  fupported  his  motion  by  taking  a  curfory 
view  d£  the  prefent  pofture  of  A«nerican  affairs,  which  he 
cpnt^dedy  was  far  more  defirable  than  memory  could  tracd 
it  At  any  period  fince  the  convention  df  Saratoga ;  the  fplen«» 
did  fiicce£»  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  the  foutherh  colonies  had 
enhanced  the  reputation  of  Britiih  valour,  and  intimidated 
our  enemies.  CaroHika  was  univerfally  reduced  to  the  obe- 
dience of  our  arms^  and  the  friends  of  Britain  there  no 
linger  feared  tP  avow  their  fentiments.  He  complimented 
th^  brave  general,  by  whofe  condu<Sb  and  fortitude  thefe  ad- 
vantages, were  derived,  in  the  higheft  drain  of  panegyric  j 
Colonel  Tarleton  toO^  and  the  other  officers  in  the  fouthern 
army,  had  their  tribute  ofapplaufe.  With  refpedi  to  the 
propriety  of  afluriog  his  Majefty,  that  the  Hbufe  would 
fupply  the  9ieaas  of  profecuting  the  war  with  energy,  he  con« 
tended  thai  our  iituation  precluded  every  profpccb  of  ho- 
noui'able  peace,  but  through  the  medium  of  victory,  it  is  no 
longer,  (aid  he,  a  q^eftion  of  allegiance  and  independency 
between  us  and  our  Colonies  ;  but  whether  we  Ihall  relin- 
quiih  thofe  valuable  piovinces  in  favour  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  i  No  lover  of  his  country  can  hefitate  to  depreciate 
fuch  an  acceilion  of  ftrength  to  our  natural  enemy  ^  and  no 
friend  of  America  can  wifli  we  ftiould  refign  her  to  the  yoke 
of  an  arbitrary  fovexeign. 

He  ne^^t  contended,  that  by  confenting  to  the  indepen- 
dency of  America  (fhould  a  meafure  fo  humiliating  be  pro » 
pofed  as  the  bafis  of  that  peace,  fo  fervently  to  be  wifhed  for)  . 
we  muft  endanger  the  lofs  of  all  our  tranfmarine  pofl'cffions, 
and  fink  the  native  canfequence  of  this  kingdom  to  a  mere 
nothing  in  the  fcale  of  Europe.  The  profecution  of  war 
then,  until  it  might  be  terminated  on  better  and  more  ho- 
nourable grounds,  was  eflential  to  the  political  exiftence  of 
Great  Britain  ;  by  the  example  of  other  nations,  wife  and 
powerful,  we  might  learn  never  to  defpond  ;  but  expe6t  the 
happy  effefts  of  fortitude,  even  in  the  mod  adverfe  fituati- 
on.  Upon  thefe  and  various  other  grounds  he  recommen- 
ded the  addrefs,  which  echoed  as  ufual  every  paragraph  of  the 
King's  fpeech,  with  profeffions  of  attachment  and  affurances 
of  fupport. 

Sir  Rijchard  Sutton  feconded  the  motion,  and  prefaged  the  sir  Rjcbttri 
future  fuccefs  of  our  affairs  in  America ;  faid  he  had  been  Sutton. 

E  '2,  •^k^^'^'?i  *- 
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always  fanguine  in  his  expectations  that  the  iflue  of  the  war 
would  be  K)rtunate,  and  was  now  as  confident  as  cvtri  but 
fiiould  any  gentleman  think  lefs  favourably  of  our  fitwition 
thiah  himfelf,  ftill  what  meafure  but  the  profecurion  of  Kofti- 
lities  would  now  be  advifeable  ?  Should  we  gitc  itp  Americai 
and  expeA  conditions  of  peace  from  France  and  Spain  ;  or 
fliould  we  withdraw  our  arms  from  that  continent^  ai|d  con- 
tend folely  with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ?  The  latter  alterna- 
tive could  probably  not  be  in  our  option  ;  for  America  vi^as 
bound,  he  thought,  by  every  tie  of  policy  and  honour  not  to 
defert  her  allies,  or  leave  them  expofed  to  our  colle£^cd  ef« 
forts  in  a  war  commenced  for  her  advantage. 
Mr.  GreM'  Mr.  GreftviiU,  profefSng  his  loyalty  and  dutiful  regard  to 
his  fovereign,  rejoiced  fiucerely  in  every  event  that  encreafed 
the  felicity  of  the  King  and  the  Royal  Family  ^  he  therefore 
heartily  acquiefced  in  the  firft  part  of  the  addrefs  propofed, 
which  congratulated  his  Majefty  on  the  happy  delivery,of  the 
Queen,  and  the  birth  of  a  Prince.  He  declared  that  lie  was 
readv  to  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  fupporting  the  eflentiai  in- 
terefl^  of  his  country ;  but  whether  the  profecution  of  the 
war  in  America  ought  to  be  reckoned  among  thofe  interefts 
was  the  queftion.  The  conjuncture  in  which  we  ftood  was 
indeed,  according  to  the  phrafe  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
throiie,  arduous.  A  moil  powerful  and  dangerous  confe* 
deracy  was  formed  againft  this  country,  and  every  Engliih* 
man  wifhed  to  break  its  power.  But  was  that  pra&icabl^  ? 
Could  Englarul  alone,  without  a  (ingle  ally  in  the  world, 
contend  fuccefsfully  againft  America,  France,  and  Spain  ? 
He  reprefented  the  ftrength  of  thofe  confederated  powers, 
and  contrafted  that  with  the  decayed  trade  and  nearly  cx- 
haufted  refources  of  this  country.  Unable  to  carry  on  the  war 
under  the  difadvantages  which  we  felt,  and  which  he  enu- 
merated, we  ought  perhaps  to  recall  our  troops  from  all 
unavailing  efforts  in  America,  and  to  dire£l  our  whole  force 
againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  but  certainly  we  ought  to  do 
the  former ;  for  experience  had  taught  us,  or  might  have 
taught  us,  that  all  attempts  to  fubdue  America  under  the 
government  of  this  country  were  as  vain  as  they  were  ruin.. 
ous  and  oppreffive  to  this  ianguifhing  nation. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  miniftry,  he  acknow- 
ledged, had  fome  pretext  for  purfuing  the  coercive  meafures 
which  they  adopted.  At  that  time,  it  was  faid,  that  the 
voice  of  the  nation  was  for  warj  the  high  fpirit  of  thi& 
cbuntry  being  unwilling  to  give  up  our  foreign  and  inoft 
valuable  dependencies  without  a  ftruggle.     A  Itruggle  had 

b(;en 
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been  made,  a  vigorous  ftmggle  for  many  years  \  a  Jlrugglc 
which  this  nation  would  feci  for  many  and  many  a  day* 
And  now,  he  prcfumed,  the  voice  of  the  nation  was  not  for 
war,  but  for  peace ;  peace  at  leaft  with  America,  if  we 
ihould  have  war  with  the  whole  world.  He  could  not,  for 
chefe  rcafotts,  fiibfcribe  to  an  addrcfs  which  re-echoed  a 
fpeech,  which  profeflcd  an  intention  of  profecuting  the 
American  war  with  vigour.  But  if  other  gentlemen  fhould 
think  tl^at  meafurc  a  wile  one,  accidents  might  happen  in 
the  courfe  of  the  year,  which  might' render  its  impolicy  ob- 
vious to  all ;  and  why  tie  yourfeives  down  by  any  implied 
promifes  of  fupport,  to  continue  the  war  at  all  advetltwres  ? 
Mr.  Grenville,  therefore,  ftudious  of  unanimity  in  our  pre- 
fcnt  Situation,  would  propofe  an  amendment  that  would 
form  an  addrcfs^  which  without  tying  them  down  to  any 
fyftem  of  conduft,  would  exprefs  their  zeal  and  afFeftion 
for  his  Majeffy's  perfon  and  government,  and  their  refolu- 
tion  to  ftand  by  the  rights  and  interefts  of  their  country. 

The  amendment  he  propofcd  was  this ;  That  all  that  part 
of  the  addrefs  which  followed  the  congratulation  on  the  de- 
livery of  the  Queen  and  the  birth  of  a  Prince,  fhould  be  left 
out;  and  that,  inftead  of  the  fubfequent  paragraphs,  the 
following  fhould  be  inferted  ;  **  In  this  arduous  conjunfturc 
we  are  determined  to  unite  our  efforts  for  the  defence  of 
this  our  country,  and  we  beg  leave  to  aifure  your  Majefty, 
that  we  will  decHne  no  difficulty  or  hazard  in  prefeiving  the 
cfTential  interefts  of  this  kingdom.** 

Hon.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  rofe  tofecond  the  amendment,  and  Wr.-Fir*- 
after  a-,few  intrddu£tory  words,  apologizing  for  his  troubling  ^^^^'^ 
the  Houfe,  and  reminding  the  fpeaker  that  he  very  feldom 
took  that  liberty,  arraigned  the  public  meafures  which  had 
been  for  fome  time  purfued,  and  were  now  purfuing,  as  ru- 
inlous  to  the  country  and  the  conftitution,  on  which  the 
deareft  interefts  of  the  country  depended.  ImprefTed  with 
this  idea,  he  could  not  he  faid,  give  a  fi lent  vote  for  the 
amendment  juft  propofed  by  his  honourable  friend,  bi)t 
would  take  that  opportunity  of  faying  a  few  words  to  exprefs 
his  fenfe  of  our  prefent  calamitous  fituation,  and  he  would  do 
it  the  rather  now,  becaufe  he  verily  believed  that  this  would 
^  be  the  laft  parliament  in  which  fo  much  of  the  remains  of  li- 
berty would  appear,  that  he  or  any  other  members  who 
thought  as  he  did,  that  the  meafures  of  his  Majefty's  mini- 
fters  were  injurious  to  the  true  interefts  of  Great  Britain^ 
would  enjoy  the  privilege  of  c^\\\xi^  xVvofe  t^t.-j.^Mt^'Sk 'vcv.  o^^* 
tion,  and  freely  I'peakin'^  i\\c\r  ktvuvucwv^  >^^o\x  \^"^\ss.,  V^r. 
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was  fenflble  at  the  fame  time  that  any  talents  he  poflefled 
could  not  make  a  change  in  minds  that  had  refifted  the  im- 
p  re  (Tions  of  truth,  enforced  with  the  greateft  abilities  that  men 
poiiefTed,  and  illuftrated  and  delivered  with  the  greateft  elo* 
que  nee.  The  eyes  of  Europe,  he  faid,  were  naturally  attrac- 
ted to  the  firfl  deliberations  and  refolutions  of  that  aflembly  ; 
it  therefore  behoved  them  to  be  extremely  cautious  what 
language  they  held  in  their  addrefs  to  the  throne.  It  .was 
now  as  confident  with  order,  as  it  was  with  truth,  to  fay,tha( 
the  lad  Parliament  was  notorioufly  corrupt,  and  proftituted 
to  the  will  of  the  minifter.  This  night  would  determine 
whether  this  was  to  proceed  in  the  fteps  of  the  former  Par- 
liament )  which  they  would  do  if  they  ihould  countenance 
the  continuance  of  a  war,  flowing  not  from  the  voice  or  the 
interefls  gf  the  nation,  but  founded  merely  in  the  will  of  the 
miniftry.  In  order  to  confider  the  fubje£l  of  the  addrefs 
properly,  it  would  be  right,  he  faid,  and  in  fUch  cafes  it  had 
always  been  cuftomary,  to  turn  their  eyes  to  the  fpeech  of 
the  minifter,  though  commonly  called  the  King's  fpeech^ 
and  examine  its  contents.  From  the  beginning  of  that  fpeech, 
it  was  evident  that  miniilers  had  deluded  and  deceived  his 
Majefty,  an  art  which  they  had  long  praf^ifed  with  fatal  fuo* 
cefs,  to  the  deftruftion  of  the  empire,  and  to  the  ruin  of  his 
Majefty's  interefts  and  thofe  of  his  people.  His  Majefty  be- 
gan his  fpeech  with  faying,  that  **  the  eleftions  would  afford 
him  an  opportunity  of  receiving  the  moft  certain  information 
of  the  difpofition  and  the  wifties  of  his  people,  to  which  he 
was  always  inclined  to  pay  the  utmoft  attention  !"  That  his 
Majefty  was  at  all  times  inclined  to  pay  the  utmoft  attention 
to  the  wifhes  of  his  people,  he  was  firmly  perfuaded,  but 
did  minifters  really  think  that  the  late  eleftions,  confidered 
colle(9:ively,would  afford  his  Majefty  an  opportunityof  know- 
ing what  thofe  wifties  were  ?  If  thofe  eieftions,  where  only 
there  remained  any  thing  like  a  free  choice,  were  adverted  to, 
he  verily  believed  they  would  fliew  his  Majefty  the  fenfe  of 
the  people,  becaufe,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  thofe  elec« 
tions  had  fallen  upon  gentlemen  diftinguilhed  for  their  love 
of  liberty,  and  for  their  having  uniformly  oppofed  and  repro- 
bated thofe  meafures  which  the  rainiftry  had  for  a  feries  of 
years  adopted  and  purfued.  But  poflibly  the  miniftry  had 
afl'ured  his  Majefty,  that  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Commons  was» 
a  proof  of  their  popularity.  Popular  indeed  they  were,  he 
was  forry  to  ow4i,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  Weft  of  England,  where  the  miniftry  and  their 
dependents  were  many  of  them  chofen  to  reprefcnt  boroughs^ 
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which  they  had  never  before  vifited^  and  chofcn  by  eledors 
•who  till  an  hour  previous  to  the  eleftion,  had  never  feen  the 
faces  of  their  reprefentatives,  nay,  fo  popular  Vere  they  in 
Cornwall,  that  many  of  then!  were  decked  in  three  or  four 
different  boroughs,  though  perfe£l  ftrangers  to  the  people 
who  had  chofen  them  thei^  reprefentatives. 

After  a  good  deal  of  ftrong  irony  on  this  point,  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick  reprefented  the  impolicy  of  the  prefent  war  with 
America,  and  recommended  the  withdrawing  our  tfoops  from 
thence,  and  concentring  our  force  and  directing  it  againft 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon :  he  adverted  to  the  enormous  increafe 
of  the  national  debt,  the  decay  of  manufafkures  and  trade, 
the  opprefEon  of  the  people  by  taxes,  &c.  Sec.  and  after  apo- 
logizing for  having  obtruded  himfelf  fo  long  on»thc patience 
of  the  Houfe^  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  concurred 
moft  cordially  in  the  congratulatory  part  of  the  addrefs,  buc 
thought  th«  amendment  juft  propofed  the  moft  wife  and  iit 
termination  of  it,  fince  under  the  prefent  circumftances  the 
Houfe  ought  not  to  pledge  itfelf  to  a«y  particular  line  of  con- 
duQ:  during  the  war. 

Mr,  Pulteney  began  with  faying,,  that  even  if  that  Houfe  Mr.  Put- 
thought  the  American  war  ought  not  to  be  purfued,  it  would  ''»(y* 
neither  be  wife  nor  prudent  to  make  a  public  declaration  of 
that  opinion  to  all  the  world.     He  complained  of  the  cuftom 
gentlemen  had  adopted  of  calling  the  war  unjuft,  and  faid^ 
however  the  freedom  of  debate  might  warrant  their  giving  it 
that  epithet  within  thofe  walls,  he  wiThed  that  it  might  not 
be  fo  termed  without  doors.  Indeed  he  thought  that  fuch  as 
without  fcruple,  in  print  and  converfation,  called  the  war 
unjuft,  and  thus  perfumed  to  brand  and  ftigmatize  a  meafure 
fan£tified  by  the  Britifli  Parliament,  were  guilty  of  an  offencd' 
which  ought  to  be  followed  by  punifhment ;  and  if  the  laws, 
as  they  now  ftood,  were  not  equal  to  the  correftion  of  this 
evil,  and  that  people  had  a  right  to  indulge  themfelves  in 
fuch  a  licentious  ufe  of  their  pens,  other  la^s  fhouldbe  paf- 
fed  and  that  right  taken  away.     He  had  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  with  America  thought  it  unjuft,  and  he  had  always 
ai*gued  in  that  Houfe  in  that  manner,  but  thinking,  as  he  then 
did,  that  the  war  was  unjuft,  he  had  never  conceived  he 
Should  be  warranted  in  terming  it  fo  without  doors,  after  Par- 
liament had  chofen  to  pronounce  the  war  juft,  and  to  purfqe 
it  under  that  idea.     But  a  change  of  circumftances  had  made 
a  change  in  his  fentimcnts  concerning  it.    We  hs    now  jfr 
up  the  taxation  of  America,  which  would  have 
as  they  had  no  reprefentatives  in  Parliament^ 
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6i  the  American  war  had  been  recognized,  and  confirmed  re- 
peatedly by  Parliament.  Gentlemen  had  talked  of  the  prefent 
war  in  language  that  be  could  not  approve;  they  had  faid 
the  war  was  carried  on  to  conquer  America.  He  favir  it  in  a 
different  light.  He  confidercd  the  war  as  a  war  carried  on  to 
protect  our  American  friends  from'the  tyranny  and  oppreffion 
of  Congrefs,  and  thofe  friends  he  believed  were  very  nume- 
rous. 1  his  was  a  purpofe  which,  in  gratitude  and  humanity, 
this  country  was  bound  to  purfue,  nor  did  he  fee  any  reafon 
for  defpondency*  Our  affairs  in  America  were  furely  in  z- 
better  fituation  at  prefent  than  they  had  been  in  fincc  tne  un- 
fortunate convention  at  Saratoga  ?  The  juft  and  liberal  offers 
made  by  Great  Britain  to  America  had  produced  very  confi- 
derablc  effefts  on  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  coun* 
try  ;  and  he  doubted  not,  that  more  than  half  the  Americans^ 
when  the  oppreffions  under  which  they  laboured  fbould  be  re- 
moved^ would  appear  to  have  been  friends  to  the  Britifli  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Pulteney  concluded,  with  declaring  he  fliould  vote  for 
the  addrefs  as  originally  moved,  becaufe  he  thought  it  unex- 
ceptionable, and  becaufe  it  did  not  appear  to>him  to  pledge 
the  Houfe  to  any  particular  line  of  conduft. 
tvr^Utract  Sir  Horace  Mann  thought  that  declamations  tending  to  give 
mann.  ^^  world  an  idea  that  our  refources  were  exhauiled,  and  that 
we  ourfelves  were  in  a  ftate  of  defpondency,  ill  became  En- 
glifhmen  at  any  time,  but  leaft  of  all,  in  a  moment  of  real 
difficulty  and  danger,  in  a  moment  when  the  mod  powerful 
confederacy  that  ever  was  formed,  threatened  us  with  dc- 
ftru£lion.  It  had  been  the  charaftci*  of  this  country  to  look 
danger  in  the  face,  to  hold  defpair  in  contempt^  and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  preflure  of  affairs,  to  exert  its  efforts,  to  aft 
with  fpirit,  and  by  the  energy  of  its  operations,  to  furmount 
all  difficulty,  artd  all  refiflance.  This  had  been  the  pra£%ice 
of  our  anceftors,  this  ought  to  be  the  praftice  of  Great  Bri- 
tain under  her  prefent  circumftances.  The  American  war 
was  not  afcribable  to  adminiftration,  the  feeds  of  it  were  de- 
pofited  at  a  remoter  period,  but  it  was  idle  and  abfurd  to  be 
now  lofing  time  in  accufation,  and  in  fruitlefs  attempts  to 
charge  any  particular  fet  of  men,  as  authors  of  the  prefent 
difficulties.  America  had  hoftilely  allied  herfelf  to  France, 
the  aftual  foe  of  Great  Britain,  and  Spain  had  joined  the 
confederacy.  Each  of  the  three  powers  who  formed  the 
league,  were  to  be  regarded  with  equal  jealoufy,  and  to  be 
oppofed  with  equal  exertion  ;  America  as  well  as  France  and 
Spain,  France  and  Spain,  as  well  as  America.     The  inte^ 

refta 
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refts  df  France  and  America  were  infeparably  united^  flackcii 
your  opendf ions  againft  the  latter^  and  you  give  vigour  to  the 
operations  of-  the  former*  The  whole  matter  to  be  provide^ 
for  was,  how  the  operations  of  the  war  could  be  beft  carried 
on  by  us,  to  anfwer  the  great  end  of  breaking  the  union  of 
.  the  three  powers,  and  rendering  their  attempts,  their  utmoft 
attempts  to  deftrpy  our  naval  force,  and  ruin  our  cdmmerce^ 
Unavailing.  That  however  was  not  the  confideration  of  this 
dayf  arid  therefore  it  was  needlefs  for  him  to  go  into  it.  Po-. 
werful  is  the  confederacy  confefiediy  was,  he  could  not  think  ' 

it  fo  tremendous  and  fo  alarming  as  t|;ie  honourable  gentle- 
man who  moved  th^  amendment,  and  his  honourable  friend 
who  fec6nded  it,  had  feemedf  to  imagine.  All  confederacies 
carried  in  them  principles  of  difuriion.  The  prefent  confe- 
deracy  was  formed  by  powers,  tlie  moft  unlikely  to  coalefce 
for  any  continuance  with  cordiality,  that  could  poffibly  join 
together.  America,  a  proteftant  people,  declaring  that  fhc 
fought  for  her  liberty,  allied  to  France,  a  Roman  Catholic 
power,  injwhofe  diAionary  the  word  liberty  had  no- place  ! 
could  any  man  in  his  fenfes  for  a  moment  believe  that  France 
had  engaged  in  this  expenfive  war  for  the  purpofe  of  defend- 
ing the  liberties  of  America  ?  The  idea  was  too  monftrous 
and  too  ridiculous  to  be  entertained  for  a  moment.     Was  it 

i,  likely  that  Spain,  however  drawn  into  the  war  by  the  in- 
trigues of  France,  could  be  fincere  in  wilhing  to  give  Ame- 
rica independency  ?  Was  it  probable  that  fhe  fhould  have  fo 
little  regard  for  her  own  intereft,  as  to  (hew  herfelf  a  fuppof- 
ter  of  rebellion,  and  thus  by  her  own  example  encourage  all 
her  South- American  colonifts  to  fhake  off  their  dependancel 
on  the  Spanifli  crown  ?  Again,  were  Spain  and  France  cor- 
dial friends  ?  If  the  Spaniards  in  general  were  infpired  with 

*  the  fame  fentiments  as  thofe  of  the  province  of  Catalonia^ 
the  only  province  of  Spain  in  which  he  had  been,  he  would 
venture  to  fay  they  were  not.  In  Catalonia  every  man  breatl>* 
ed  the  moft  rooted  antipathy  to  France,  to  its  manners,  to  its 
cuftoms,  and  moft  of  all  to  its  people.  ^  Looking  at  the  con- 
federacy in  its  proper,  light,  feeing  it  in  its  true  colours,  was 
there  not  more  caufe  to  expecSt  that  fo  motley,  fo  incongru^ 
ous,  fo  heterogeneous  a  mixture,  fo  unnatural  a  league  would 
not  hold  long  together  ?  France  had  already  pretty  plainl]^ 
Slewed  what  were  her  view«  refpefting  America.  Aitieric^ 
was  already  jealous  of  her,  and  every  day  that  the  war  con- 
tinued, (he  would  have  more  caufe  to  lament  thai  ihe  had 
ever  called  upon  France  to  aSift  herjt  The  Splmi^rds,  natu- 
xayy  as  gallant  a  nation  as  any  in  EtHrope,  though  from  that 
VoL.XVIIL  F  circttaiii^nc# 
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circumftancc  they  fought  bravely  in  Ac  field,  felt  tSieir  lofci 
too  fcvcrely  not  Ito  have  regretted  their  court  having  been 
made  thfe  dupe  of  the  cabinet  of  Verfaillcs,  and  iiMhing  bttt 
their  national  attachment  to  the  pcrfon  of  tfceir  prim^  who 
has  not  forgot  the  treatment  he  received  from  this  country 
rrirhcn  King  of  Naples,  could  have  kept  them  ftill  ready  to  pur- 
fue  the  purpofes  of  the  war  ;  a  time  he  truft^d  was  near  it 
hand,  when  they  would  find  that  what  he  b^d  faid  was  weB 
founded.  But  taking  the  confederacy  in  a  general  point  sf 
▼iew,  what  does  hiftory  teU  us  has  been  the  end  o£  tlw 
greateft  leagues  that  have  been  formed  ?  Let  us  recf^ed  the 
moft  extraordinary  confederacy  that  the  page  of  the  liifto- 
rian  teems  with,  the  powerful  league  of  Cambray  famdi 
againft  the  republic  of  Venice  •  Was  Venice  deftroyed  ? 
It  is  true  (he  loft  a  part  of  her  navigation  advantage  by  the  J  ^ 
traffic  of  other  countries  being  fent  by  a  different  paflage  to 
Greece  ;  but  is  ihe  not  now  a  refpeftable  power  confideredai 
one  of  the  European  ftates  ?  As  refpcftablc  a6  her  fituation 
in  Italy  entitles  her  at  any  time  to  be.  Let  gentlemen  recol- 
left  the  alliance  that  was  formed  againft  the  Houfe  of  Boor^ 
bon  !  Louis  XIV.  found  means  to  elude  the  deligns  of 
it,  and  thence  arofe  the  famous  family  compa£);  f  The  prefent 
cpnfederacy  was  a  powerful  one  j-  but  though  we  were  with- 
out an  ally,  we  had  obvious  advantages,  4f  we  would  agree 
among  ourfelves,  and  a£k  with  vigour  and  firmnefii. 

Sir  Horace  faid,  he  had  in  the  laft  Parliament  fhewn  him- 
felf  no  friend  to  minifters :  he  trufted  therefore,  that  what 
he  now  faid,  would  be  confidered  by  the  whole  Ho^ife  as  his 
real  fentiments.  In  purfuance  of  their  impulfe  it  was,  that 
he  declared  himfclf  an  advocate  for  the  addrefs  5  and  fo  fiar 
was  he  from  thinking  that  it  faid  too  much  of  the  Houfe,  he 
really  felt  that  more  was  requifitc.  The  American  ^tirar^b- 
gan  to  wear  a  more  promifing  afpeft  than  hitherto  ik  had  dofne, 
and  the  profecuting  of  it  with  vigour,  was  now  more  than 
ever,  in  his  opinion,  a  neceflary  and  a  wife  meaftire.  Our 
late  fucceflcs  were  truly  glorious,  and  the  conduSl-of  ourdf- 
ficers,  particularly  that  of  Lord  Comwallis,  mcrited'thrc  high* 
eft  praife.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  bare  mention  ogH 
with  applaufe  in  the  prefent  addrefs,  would  not  be  the  only 
notice  taken  of  it  by  the  Houfe,  'He  trufted  that  he  flipvld 
hear  a  motion  foon  lor  fomething  fpecifically  and  fubftsttitiat 
ly  tending  to  fliew  Lord  Comwallis  the  fenfe  that  Houfe  «!• 
tertained  of  his  fingular  gallantry,  judgment,  and  good  ceto- 
dii£t.    It  would  not  be  fitting  for  him  to  be  the  propoferof 

what 
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wbiat  he  hinted  at,  hut  he  would  join  mod  heartily  iin^upport* 
ing  any  fuch  propoiitioai^  letrt  come  from  what  quarter  it 
would.  He  concluded  with  obferviug,  that  to  renounce,  the 
American  war,  would  in  his  mind,  be  an  a£):  of  political  fol- 
ly little  (hort  o£  madnefs  \  it  would  at  the  fame  time,  be  an 
a£i  of  the  greatcft  inhumanity,  confidering  the  number  of 
loyaliits  who  had  flocked  in  to  the  ^ng's  ftaQdard,  and  whp 
now  relied  on  the  Britiih  arms  for  prote^ion. 

Right  Hon.  T*  7Qwn/henJ  ohierxcd,  that  there  was  every  Right  Hon. 
year  a  new  reafon  for  continuing  the  American  war ;  fir(^|,  ^'  TVwii/- 
we  were  to  fend  troops  to  deliver  the  men  of  confequence  and 
property  from  the  tyranny  of  the  mob ;  afterwards  tp  deliver 
the  lower  ranks  from  the  oppreffion  of  the  upper,  and  the 
Congrefs ;  nbw  we  were  called  upon  by  Sir  R.  Sutton  to  de- 
liver both  from  the  captivity  in  which  they  were  held  by  the 
French  army. 

He  upas  furprifed  to  hear  the  league  of  Cambray  cited  hj 
thofe  who  fupported  the  adminiftration.     He  was  afraid  that 
th^'fimilitudc  of  the  fituation  of  Venice,^  ^t  that  period,   to 
.  tHe  prefent  ilate  of  Our  aflFairs,  was  but  too  apparent.     A 
number  of  powers,  jarringjui  their  intefefts  much  more  than 
thofe  which  were  now  leagued  againft  us,  attacked  Venice : 
r    it  is  true,  they  foon  quarrelled ;  but  not  till  Venice  was 
ruined.     The  name  of  the  Venetian  ftate  remains,  but  its 
commerce ;  its^  dominions  in  Italy,  are  reduced,  if  not  qujte 
annihilated:   and  (he  may  retain  (to  ufe  Sir  Horace  Mann's 
cxpreffion)  her  proper  rank  among  Italian  ftates,  but  her 
weight,  power,  and  confequence,  were  totally  at  an  end*  To 
fuch  a  fituatiouv  might  we  perhaps  be  reduced,  and  our  ene-r 
mles  tell  us  th^t  we  held  our  proper  rank  among  the  ftate^  of 
^  Europe.     He  lamented  our  want  of  alliances,  knd  could  nc^ 
rejoice  at  that  compa£t  fts^te  which  others  feemed  fo  muck 
plcafed  with.    He  did  not  believe  that  what  was  done  againft 
JL«wis  XI V4   would  have  been  more  eafily  atchieved  by  at- 
tacking him  without  an^  allies  at  all.     He  cleclined  entering 
into  |fae  reafons  why  Great  Britain  did  not  ^rqfit  more  from 
our  fuipcefles  againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  at  that  tim^t 

H4^?mented  that  we  were  to  continue  the  Anierjcan  war, 
which  he  looked  upon  as  the  favourite  objefk  of  the  govern- 
ment. To  that  objeft  all  others  were  facrificed.  They  had 
.rei)t  young  regiments  under  unexperienced  officers  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  while  our  veterans  were  itnployed  in  North 
Ami^rica, 
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Hewifhedy  therefore,  for  the  amendment,  becaufe  it  pre- 
vented us  from  pledging  ourfelves  to  that  ruinous  meafure 
precipitately,  and  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  be  drawn  in, 
year  after  year,  into  the  continuation  of  it.  Mr.  Pultney 
had  blamed  tbofe  who,  delivering  their  opinions  within  doors 
againft  the  American  war,  did  the  fame  without  doors  like.. 
ivife,  which  he  looked  upon  as  criminal ;  he  wiflied  to  know 
what  he  thought  of  tbofe,  who  fpoke  and  voted  for  it  within 
doors,  and  reprobated  it  abroad ;  he  confidently  believed, 
that  if  all  voted  againft  }t  in  the  Houfe,  who  condemned 
it  out  of  it|  we  (hould  have  faved  much  blood  and  trca^ 
fure,  and  have  been  in  a  much  better  condition  than  atfprci- 
fent.  - 
Mr.^eliore  Mn  fVdhore  Ellis  complimented  the  young  gentlemen  who 
j^j^/r*  had  moved  and  feconded  the  amendment,  on  their  eloquence, 

but  could  not  agree  with  them  in  thinking  that  the  addrcft 
was  in  the  leaft  improper,  or  that  it  contamed  matter  Icfs  fit 
for  the  Houfe  to  adopt  on  the  prefent  occafion  than  the  propo- 
fed  amendment ;  oh  the  contr^^ry,  with  all  due  deference  to 
them,  he  faid,  he  thought  they  were  pretty  nearly  alike  in 

Surport,  only  that  the  fame  meaning  was  exprefled  more 
andfomely,  and  in  better  terms,  in  the  addrefs,  than  it  was 
in  the  amendment.  In  order  to  prove  this  to  the  fatisfa£%ion  of  ' 
the  Houfe.  be  went  into  an  examination  of  the  addrefs  pa- 
ragraph by  paragraph,  commenting  on  each  elaborately,  and 
arguing  as  he  went  on,  that  nothing  more  was  faid  than  the 
occafion  required.  He  oiyncd  nothing  could  be  more  true  than 
that  it  was  highly  incumbent  on  the  Houfe  to  take  care  that 
what  they  carriea  up  to  the  throne  fliould  not  contain  any 
thing  like  a  pledge  to  obferve  any  particular  line  of  condud ; 
he  had  ei^amined  the  addrefs  minutely,  and  he  never  in  hit 
life  faw  an  addrefs  more  cautioufly  worded,  or  more  fuitable 
to  the  purpofe.  If  the  amendment  were  adopted,  all  that  hit 
Majefty  had  faid  from  the  throne,  excepting  only  his  info  rma* 
tion  of  the  increafe  of  the  royal  family,  would ^  contrary  to 
the  conftant  ufage  of  Parliament,  remain  unnoticed.  Would 
jrentlemen  fay,  it  was  right  for  that  Houfe  to  hold  a  fullcn 
filence  on  our  late  fuccefles  in  America  ?  Would  it  be  hand*^ 
fome  to  Lord  CornwalHg,  or  to  the.  other  officers  who,  under 
that  gallant  commander^i  orders,  had  acquitted  themfelyca  fo 
much  to  the  credit  of  themfelves  and  to  the  eflential  fcryices 
of  their  country,  to  withhold  their  due  praife  ?  or  did  gentlc- 
i?ien  imagine,  if  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  turned  on  the 
jproceedings  pf  that  Houfe  (as  had  been  truly  obferved)  that 
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it  would  have  a  good  cfJctS  upon  the  minds  <rf  the  foreign 
prinfces  and  power,  tp^fee  the  Britifh  Parliament  juft  at  that 
moment  wanting  in  profeffions  of  zeal  to  his  Majefty,  or  of. 
]6y  at  the  late  fign^l  fuccefles  of  his  Majefty's  arms  in  Ame- 
rica !  Surely  a  moment's  recoyedlion  would  teach  jrentlemen 
to  think  differently,  and  to  convince  them  of  the  propriety  of 
unanimoiifly  agreeing  to  the  addrefs.  In  one  part  of  it,  the 
Houfe  returned  his  Majefty  thanks  for  thebleffing  of  his  gor 
vernment.  In  all  his  experience,  for  the  many  years  he  had 
fat  in  that  Houfe,  he  had  never  known  fuch  a  matter  rejefted^ 
and  yet  if  the  amendment  were  carried,  all  that  part  of  tlup 
addrefs  would  be  omitted.  Another  matter  which  ftrucl^ 
him  very  forcibly,  fi^emed  to  have  made  little  or  no  impref- 
fion  on  the  gentlemen  who  had  moved  and  feconded  the  »- 
mendment,  and  that  was,that  as  the  addrefs  containing  due 
praifes  to  the  officers  in  America  had  been  moved  and  fecond- 
ed, the  rejeftion  of  fuch  an  addrefs  would  ip/o_  fa5lo  amount 
to  a  cenfure  upon  thofe  officers,  and  would  have  that  effeA 
in  the  eyes  of  all  ^Europe.  Would  gentlemen  then  fay,  tRey 
were  prepared  to  pafs  a'fenfure  on  the  condufl  of  Lord  Corn-i 
wallis  and  Colonel  Tarleton  ?  Would  they  even  refufe  to 
thank  them  for  that  condudl  ?  Upon  thcfe  and  other  confider- 
atjons,  he  trufled  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  moved  the 
amendment,  would  not  make  it  a  queftion,  or  take  thtf  fenfc 
of  the  Houfe  upon  it,  but  would  agree  with  him  in  voting 
for  the  addrefs,  which  certainly  did  not  bind  the  Houfe  to 
purfue  the  war  in  any  particular  manner  j  that  was  a  future 
confideratipn,  and  as  it  mufl  of  neceffity  be  governed  by 
events  as  yet  unknown,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  difcuU 
and  refolve  upon  it,  when  time  had  brought  thofe  events  to 
light. 

General  Smith  fpoke  warmly  againfl  the  addrefs.   He  con-  oenertl 
tended  that  the  American  war  was  ruinous  to  this  country,  ^mkk. 
and  maintained  the  reverfe  of  the  aflertion  of  Mr.  Pultney, 
who  had  faid  we  were  in  a  better  (ituation  now  than  we  had 
ever  been  in,  refpefting  America,  fince  thefatal  convention 
of  Saratoga.   The  General  afTerted,  that  we  were  in  cil'cum- 
ftances  infinitely  worfe  at  prefent  than  at  that  unfortunate \ 
^period.  The  millions  we  had  fince  fpent  upon  the  war,  would, 
he  was  well  afTured,   have  built  and  equipped  40  fail  of  the 
line.     He  declared  that  every  military  man  knew,  from  the 
affair  at  Trenton,  that  all  attempts  to  fubdue  America  were 
fo  many  fruitlefs  proftitutipns  of  blood  and  treafure,  for  that 
the  matter  was  altogether  impra&icable.    He  therefore  wifh- 
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cd  the  Houfe  to  tell  his  Majcfty,  tbcy  would  go  on  with  the 
American  war  no  farther,  but  would  give  every  poffible  fup- 
port  to  his  arms,  when  dire£led  againft  their  proper  obje^l,*-* 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 
Fuct  Mr.  Fox  rofe  juft  as  the  queftioix  was  about  to  be  put ;  and^ 
in  a  fpeech  of  very  confiderafctv  length,  went  over  the  whole 

f  round  of  complaiijtwmch  had  been  urged,  or  could  be  urged, 
y  oppofition  againft  the  King's  fervants,  as  well  refpc&ing 
the  conduft  of  the  American  war,  as  with  regard  to  a  great 
variety  of  other  topics. 

He  began  with  obferving,  that  the  amendment  moved  and 
feconded  by  his  two  honourable  friends,  had  been  very  ablj 
fupported  by  them ;  and  that  no  anfwer  whatever,  at  leaft 
nothing  like  an  argument,  had  been  advanced  againft  iti 
The  beft  thing  had  been  attempted  to  be  urged  in  Support  of 
the  addrefs,  was  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man over  the  way  [Mr.  Ellis,]  viz.  that  it  was  fomething 
like  the  amendment.  That,  however,  certainly  was  not  a 
fufficient  reafon  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  prefer  the  addrefs 
to  the  amendment,  if  the  Houfe  meant  to  convince  the  people 
at  large  that  they  were  governed  by  reafon  and  fair  argument, 
and  not  by  private  motives,  and  that  undue  influence,  which 
the  laft  Parliament,  almoft  in  its  laft  moments,  had  declared 
to  have  *^  increafed,  that  it  was  increafing,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  diminiflied."  The  addrefs,  he  faid,  it  was  true,  did 
not  direftly  pledge  the  Houfe  to  go  on  with  the  American  war, 
but  confidered  altogether,  it  amounted  pretty  nearly  to  that 
idea.  Minifters  had  thought  proper  to  word  it  diflFerently 
from  the  addrefs  come  to  by  the  other  Houfe  laft  Wednefday^ 
The  Lords  in  their  addrefs,  had  exprefly  declared  their  readi- 
nefs  t6  go  on  with  the  war.  Minifters  had  (hewn  fo  much 
deference  to  that  Houfe,  that  they  had  not  in  the  addrefs 
which  had  been^then  read,  pledged  the  Houfe  diredUy ;  b^t 
then  gentlemen  would  obferve,  that  in  a  fubfequent  para*« 
'  graph,  the  niatter  was  brought  in ;  and  upon  the  whole,  there 
was  fufEcient  caufe  forfufpicion  and  diftruft,  fufficient  caufe 
to  fear  that  Minifters  meant  to  plunge  this  country  deeper  in 
ruin,  than  they  had  already  funk  it,  by  a  continuencc  of  that 
mad  war  ! 

With  regard  to  the  King's  fpeech,  whidrfor  the  fake  of 
freedom  of  debate,  was  properly  termed  the  fpeech  of  the 
Mlnifter,  was  there  in  it  one  gleam  of  comfort,  one  hope,  or 
the  leaft  profpeft  of  better  conduft  in  the  King's  fervants  ? 
Did  it  not  begin  with  afluring  Parliament  that  his  Majefty 
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wifhed  to  know  the  fenfe  of  his  people,  and  in  the  fame  pa* 
ragraph,  did  it  not  contain  the  greateit  mockery  and  intuit 
upon  the  people,  by  telling  them  that  his  Majefty  hoped  to 
receive  the  information  he  wilhed  for  through  the  medium  of 
.the  late  ele£iions  ?  Were  thofe  eledlions  free  ?  Was  the  diflb* 
lution  previoufly  announced,  the  time  of  it  properly  chofeal 
He  hoped  to  God  this  circumftance  would  become  the  fubje6t 
of  an  enquiry  in  that  Houfe,  and  that  it  might  be  known 
which  of  the  King's  fervants  it  wns,  who  had  dared  to  advi£^ 
his  Majefty  to  diflblve  his  Parliament  juft  when  the  diflbiutioft 
took  place :  a  time  when  moft  gentlemen  were  taken  by 
furprize.  To  him,  indeed,  it  had  no  fuch  effefi  :  he  had  long 
accuftomed  himfelf  to  watch  the  m^afures  of  adminiftrad^m 
he  knew  the  minifters  thoroughly,  he  underftood  thm 
defigns,  and  he  was  aware,  that  if  one  moment  i^  lefs  pro* 
pitious  to  the  people,  and  to  the  freedom  of  eledion,  tfaam 
another,  that  that  was  the  moment  moft  likely  to  be  chofeft 
by  them  for  the  diffolixtion  of  Parliament ;  he  had,  therefore^ 
texpedied  it  even  before  rt  happ^ied,  and  he  fhould  not  have 
wondered,  if  it  had  taken  place  in  the  midft  of  the  harveft» 
As  it  was,  it  took  place  when  the  majority  of  that  Houfe^ 
e{pecially  of  thofe  who  had  uniformly  oppofed  and  reprobatoA 
the  !Aad  and  deftrud^ive  meafures  of  Minifters,  werein  camp, 
and  at  coniiderable  diftance  from  the  places^they  reprefentedj 
fo  that  inftead  of  confulting  the  wifbes  pf  the  people  inftead 
of  rendering  it  as  little  injurious  to  the  interifal  peace  aiWi 
quiet  of  the  kingdom,  as  poflible,  minifters  had  taken  pains  to 
render  the  diflblution  of  Parliament  as  great  and  calamhout 
an  evil  as  could  have  happened* 

As  to  the  beginnilig  of  tlie  addrefs,  he  faid,  he  had  no  ok^ 
je£tionto  congratulate  his  Majefty  on  the  jncreafe  of  hisxii>> 
meftic  happin((fs.  Long  might  his  domeftic  enjoyments  ccnii- 
tinue  to  increafe.  They  were  the  only  enjeyments  his  Ma» 
jefty  pofiefied.  Unfortunate  in  every  other  refee^  unfor«> 
tunate  abroad,  and  unfortunate  in  the  conduSt  ^  civil  afioixs 
at  home,  he'was  happy  indonteftic  life  ^and  on  thbhappine^ 
in  his  family,  he  would  congratulate  his  Majefty  fincerehr'^ 
Sut  at  the  prefent  moment  of  embarrafTment  and  diftreisg 
iwhen  the  brighteft  jewel  was  torn  from  his  diadem,  wheau 
America  was  diffevered  from  the  Britifli  empire,  never  to  be 
re^united ;  when  difcord  'and  difiention  raged  among  thaf« 
parts  of  the  empire  which  yet  remained,  but  which  feem  pore- 
pared  for  revolt,  to  approach  the  throne  with^^tiOatoryad^- 
ircfles,  was  not  loyalty,  but  cruel  mockery  and  infult.    But 
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what  fald  the  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  ?  Wfll  yow 
refufe  to  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  blefBngs  we  enjoy 
under  his  Majefty's  government  ?  How  long,  replied  Mr* 
Fox,  fhall  the  facred  fliield  of  Majefty  be  interpofed  for  the 
prote£lion  of  a  weak  adminiftration  ?  This  word  Majefty  was 
a  kind  of  hocus  pocus  woid,  which  is  turned  into  all  fhapes^ 
and  made  fnbfervient  to  every  legerdemain  trick,  and  every 
illufion  convenience  diiiates.  If  by  the  blefling  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  government  be  underftood  his  Majefty's  virtues,  he 
was  ready  to  acknowledge  his  Majefty's  pcrfonal  virtues 
with  rcfpe£l  and  with  reverence.  But  if  by  the  blcflinffs  ^f 
his  government  he  underftood  the  i6ks  and  projefts  of  his 
AJajefty's  minifters,  he  detefted  and  reprobated  them.  The « 
prefcnt  reign  had  been  one  coi^inued  feries  of  difgrace,  mif* 
fortune,  and  calamity.  What  bleflings  are  we  called  upon 
to  recognize  in  the  addrefs  ?  Firft,  the  happy  effect  of  this 
new  Parliament,  in  giving  his  Majefty  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  fentiments  of  his  people.  As  an  honourable 
friend  of  his  had  aiked,  was  there  no  trick,  no  deceit  ufed 
in  order  to  garble  a  new  Parliament  ?  In  words  minifters 
difclaimed  the  abridgement  of  the  duration  of  feptennial  par- 
liaments; in  aftions  they  approved  it.  He  did  not  expe£k 
ever  to  fee  a  feptennial  Parliament  die  a  natural  death.  Six 
years  ago  he  obferved,  he  had  the  honour  to  fit  in  that  Houfe, 
when  the  fubjedi  of  their  debate  was  precifely  the  fame  that 
it  was  this  night,  viz.  the  juftice  and  expediency  of  profe- 
cuting  tiie  American  war ;  and  he  made  no  doubt,  but  that 
if  he  (hould  have  the  honour  to  fit  in  the  next  parliament  fix 
years  hence,  at  the  opening  of  it,  the  fame  fubjedl:  would  be 
under  difcuffion.  It  would  have  been  Jrefumption  in  him  ta 
have  made  fuch  a  prediftion  fix  years  ago,  and  nobody  would 
have  credited  him.  Paft  experience  now  made  it  no  longer 
fo,  and  therefore  he  fcrupled  not  to  prophefy,  that  if  the  war 
was  continued,  its  propriety  and  its  expediency  would  be  the 
iubje£t  of  difcuffion  on  the  nrft  opening  of  the  nex^  parliament. 
What  have  we  gained  by  the  American  war  in  that  period  ? 
We  have  exchanged  Bofton  for  New- York  ;  and  Philadel- 
phia, the  capital  of  Virginia,  for  Charles  Town,  the  capital 
of  South  Carolina.  O  !  but  we  have  gained  of  late  a  moft 
Cgnal  viftory  at  Camden.  Generals  Gates  and  Sumpter  arc 
routed  by  Lord  Cornwallis  and  Colonel  Tarleton.  Thefc 
viftories  are  but  omens  and  forerunners  of  greater  ones.  Such 
was  our  fonguine  expcdlation,  when  i^  the  beginning  of  tkc 
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mirar  the  Britift  troops  defeated  the  Americans  on  Long 
Illand.  The  fuccefs  at  Brandyvrine  was  to  be  followed  by 
xhe  immediate  redudlion  of  the  provinces,  and  not  a  rebel' 
"was  to  be  feen  in  all  the  continent  of  North  America. 

The  taking  of  Ticonderoga  was  a  fplendid  affair ;  anc! 
^hat  too  was  to  be  followed  by  the  mod  important  eonfequen- 
<:fis.     The  ev.ent  perpetually  belied  our  fanguine  prrdiftions, 
-yet  now,  with  all  our  experience,   we  talk  of  following  up 
^ith  alacrity,  our  late  vi£lory  in  Carolina.     That  vifitory 
^as  a  glorious  one,  he  readily  allowed,  to  the  general  officer, 
^nd  all  the  officers  and  Britim  troops  who  gained  it ;  but  the 
^lory  of  that  vifiory  was  due  to  the  army  only,   and  the' 
jSifgrace  of  reducing  Lord  Cornwallis  to  that  dangerous  fitu- 
;ation  which  made  his  vitiory  a  miracle,  was  the  miriiflcr's. 
TThe  only  fruit  of  the  reduftiqn  of  Charles-Town,  was  the 
>4iangerous  (ituatipn  that  led  neceflarily  to  the  engagement. 
The   fuccefc  of  that  engageipent  was  owing  to  the  army. 
That  affair  feemed  farther  alarming  to  him  in  another  point 
^of  view.   It  was  a  proof  that  the  majority  of  the  Americans 
was  not,  as  had  l?een  faid,  friendly  to  this  country  j  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  were  almoft  unani^ioufly  attached  to' 
the  caufe  of  Congrefs.  For  no  footer  did  General  Gates  ap» 
pear  among  the  Carolinians,  than  thofe  very  men  flocked  to 
bis  ftandard,   who  had  taken   tlie  oath$   to  our  government, 
carrying  along  with  Jthem  the  arms  that  had  been  put  into 
their  hands  by  our  general^  which  reduced  Lord  Cornwallis 
^  to  the  cruel  neceffity  of  putting  them  to  death,  and  rendered 
that  a  necefTary  ineafure,   which  all  who  knew  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,   knew  mufl  have  given  him  infinite  pain.  Ifencc  he 
argued,  every  gleam  of  fuccefs  had  been  the  certain  forerunner 
^of  misfortune.  The  Ipfs  ojF  the  whole  army  followed  the  caps 
ture  of  Ticonderoga ;  tlic  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  follow-? 
cd  other  fuccefs ;  and  no  fooncr  do  we  hear  of  the  furrender 
of  ChafleSffTown  to  his  Majefty's  anus,  than  we  prepare  to  re- 
ceive intelligence  pf  fojne  new  difafter ;  and  a  very  Ihort  time 
afterwards,  news  arrives  of  the  lofs  of  Rhode  Ifland,  which  he 
was  warranted  to  fay  was  the  oply  good  winter  harbour  in  all 
America. 

Not  that  he  meant  tp  contend,  that  no  advantage  was  to 
be  derived  from  (he  late  fuccefs  obtained  by  the  wonderful 
good  condu£^  and  gallantry  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  Great  ad- 
vantage^ ipight  be  derived  from  it ;  it  might  be  made  the 
foundation  of  an  honourable  and  happy  peace.  Let  mini- 
fters  feizo  and  improve  the  advantage,  and  they  will  deferve 
the  thanks  and  applaufe  of  their  country.  But  have  they 
given  us  any  hopes  of  it?  On  the  contrary^  do^s  TiawJcv^  ^^* 
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drefs  now  moved  for,  prove  to  the  convi£lion  of  this  Houfci 
that  they  mean  to  purfue  the  war— they  dare  not  give  it  up| 
the  unpopularity  of  it  is  their  fecurity— that,  and  that  onlj^ 
keeps  them  in  place.  An  honourable  friend  of  his,  who 
moved  the  amendment,  had  faid,  we  had  fought  bravely, 
we  had  exerted  our  vigour,  but  dill  our  exertions  produced 
no  eflcntial  advantage.  Other  gentlemen  had  praifed  the 
efforts  this  country  had  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and 
argued  well  from  that  circumftance,  declaiing  we  had  afto^ 
niftied  all  Europe  by  our  exertions— ^it  was  mod  true.  The 
war  was  began  madly,  the  minifters  made  war  blindfold  j  and 
the  efforts  of  this  country,  fodire£tcd,  and  fo  planned,  like 
the  efforts  of  a  madman,  which  always  were  more  power- 
ful than  thofe  of  a  reafonable  being,  had  aftoniflied  all  En- 
rope — but  what  good  had  they  done  ?  they  had  only  weak- 
ened  and  reduced  our  refoiirces.  They  had  exhauftcd  the 
fpirits  of  the  people,  and  almoil  annihilated  the  ppwer  of 
future  exertion.  An  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that 
it  W5^s  improper  to  term  the  war  unjuft,  excepting  only  witt 
in  thofe  walls  :  he  muft  beg  leave  to  diiter  in  opinion  ;  he 
thought  the  war  unjult,  he  had  faid  fo  repeatedly  in  that 
Houfe,  he  had  faid  fo  elfcv/sre,  and  he  would  fay  fo  when- 
ever and  wherever  he  had  opportunity.  He  would  fay  to  to 
the  whole  world,  if  his  voice  had  power  and  extent  enough 
to  comrnunicate  the  idea.  '  But  according  tp  the  argument  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  whom  he  was  alluding,  what  was  un- 
juft in  its  origin  becomes  juft  in  its  advancement  and  profecu- 
tion.  The  honourable  gentleman  thinks  now  he  has  got 
juflice  on  his  fide,  he  has  got  all.  Does  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman think  that  the  Americans,  once  driven  by  our  injufticc 
to  affert  their-independency,  ought,  in  julticc,  to  relinquifli 
that  independence,  and  to  alter  their  eftabli (bed  government, 
and  rely  on  our  word  for  the  performance  of  our  promifes? 
With  regard  to  the  argument  of  another  honourable  gen- 
tleman [Sir  H.  Mann]  that,  without  an  ally  Great  Bntaiif 
biid  an  advantage  over  a  confederacy ;  if  that  do£trine  were 
true,  Great  Britain  was  the  moft  flourilhing  nation  in  the 
world.  The  reaioning  of  his  honourable  friend,  from  when 
he  was  forry  to  differ  in  opinion,  on  the  prcfent  point,  from 
the  League  of  Cambray,  was  certainly  far  from  being  con-  ■ 
clufive.  For  Venice  had  been  left  in  the  circumfcribed 
fituation,  to  >vhich "nature  had  limited  her,  according  tQ 
his  own  woids,  and  fuch  would  be  the  fate  of  Britain  ;  i 
lituation  to  which  it  was  the  cxprefs  objc(5  of  the  powerfid 
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confederacy  of  France,  Spain,  and  America,  to  reduce  her, 
as  his  friend  on  the  floor  had  very  properly  and  truly  (la* 
ted.  The  grand  alliance,  in  the  reign  of  Louis  the  rour-» 
teenth  of  France,  had  not  indeed  been  fo  fuccefsful,  on  ac* 
count,  he  would  fay,  of  the  impolicy  of  England,  as  might 
have  been  expe^ed  j  but  it  gave  a  check,  a  wound,  to  the 
growing  power  of  France  ;  a  blow  from  which  nothing  but 
,  the  wretched  condudi  of  fuch  a  miniftry  as  ours  could  nave 
recovered  it.  It  was  common  danger  and  diftrefs  that  chiefly 
endear  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  to  one  another ;  and 
this  tie,  for  the  prefent,  united  the  French  and  Ameri- 
cans in  the  clofeft  friendfhip.  But  if  we  held  out  to  the 
Americans  fomething  that  may  be  a  feparate  intereft,  and 
that  may  be  a  fecurity  to  them,  by  removing  the  commoa 
danger,  we  fhould  diu<;>lve  the  friendfliip,  and  have  a  chance 
of  treating  with  her. 

The  hon.  baronet  who  feconded  the  addrefs,  had  talked  of 
the  eood  faith  of  America  being  plighted  to  France,  and  argu- 
ed that  her  obligations  to  her  ally  would  render  her  unwilling 
to  treat  feparately^  that  therefore  there  were  no  hojpes,  b^t 
from  a  vigorous  war  carried  on  againft  her  as  well  as  againft 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  Had  he  held  this  language  himfelf, 
and  dwelt  fo  much  on  the  good  faith  of  America,  it  would 
have  been  in  all  the  papers  to-morrow  ot  next  day,  that  he 
was  a  friend  to  American  rebellion,  and  to  the  enemies  of 
this  country.  But,  without  afcribing  to  the  Americans  any 
extraordinary  degrees  of  gratitude  or  perfidy,  and  confider- 
ing  them  merely  as  men,  whofe  condufl  would^  like  that  of 
other  mortals,  naturally  be  governed  by  a  mixture  of  both 
reafon  and  paiTion,  he  tnought  they  might  be  detached  fi^Qta 
the  caufe  or  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  by  omitting  to  purfue 
ofi^enfive  hoflilities  againft  them. 

What  would  be  the  confequence  of  withdrawing  the  troops 
from  America  ?  American  independence  iindoubtely.  This 
would  be  the  means  of  obtaining  peace.  If  the  American 
war  could  be  given  up  without  her  being  independent  —  let 
minifters  do  it  i  h\xv  they  souIJ  not :  they  were  therefore 
wafti^g^  the  blood  and  treafure  of  thi^  country,  without  an 
objeft. 

He  repeated  the  old  argument  of  miniftry  having  per^ 
vected  nature^  and  by  the  (ingutar  ill-condu^  of  the  war, 
l^iven  France  all  the  advantages  of  an  ifland,  and  reduced 
Orcat  Britain  to  the  inconveniences  of  a  continent.  We 
were,  he  faid,  at  an  hundred  times  more  expence  in  our 
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American  operations,  than  they  are  5  and  we  might  carry 
on  the  war  with  greater  fuccefs,  by  calling  all  our  forces 
from  America,  and  pouring  them  into  the  French  fettle- 
ments.  As.  it  was  faid  in  the  lall  war,  that  France  was  con- 
quered in  Germany,  fo  if  ever  America  was  to  be  con- 
quered,  it  muft  be  iri  France. 

Gentlemen,^  be  obferved,  had  ufed  a  great  many  hard  words 
refpefting  France  y  be  fiiw  no  great  barm  in  it,  though  it 
could  not  anfwer  any  very  good,  purpofe.  It  ferved,  how- 
ever, to  bring  an  old  faying  to  his  mind  ;  and  old  faymgs 
fometimes  contained  fuch  ftrong  truths  that  they  would  oc- 
cafionally  obtrude  thenpifelves  on  men's  minds.  The  old  fay- 
ing he  then  alluded  to,  was  this :  **  Let  us  not  rail  at  Alex- 
ander, but  let  us  beat  him."  That  was  exaftly  his  feeling 
refpe£ling  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  :  he  was  for  beating  France 
rather  than  for  railing  at  her  ;  and,  as  he  thought,  the  belt 
:  way  to  do  that  eflPeftually,  would  be  to  purfue  the  war  with 
America  no  longer,  he  was  for  turning  the  arms  of  this 
.  country  folely  againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  honourable  gerrtleman  who  moved  the  addrefs,  had 
beftowed  a  particular  commendation  on  a  long  lift  of  of- 
ficers 

'  ^em  virum  aut  herooy 

Lyra  refonare  jubes. 
above  all,  he  bad  praifed  the  valour  and  conduft  of  Earl 
:     'Cornwallis,  who,  he  was  ready  to  own,  deferved  the  higheft 
ajpplaufe.     But  a  right  honourable  gentleman  had  afkcd, 
would  gentkmen  refufe  to  thank  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  his 
gallant  officers,  for  their  extraordinary  gallantry  at  Camden  ? 
in-anfwer  to  that  queftion,  he  for  one,  made  no  fcruple  to 
'    declare,  that  he  moft  Gertaia^ry  would  :  he  would  not  thank 
his  own  brother,  who  was  now  ferving  in  America,  for  any 
'  ^     fuccefs  he  might  obtain  j  as  lone  as  he  lived,  he  never  would 
agree  to  join  in  a  vote  of  thanks  to  any  officer,   whofe  lau- 
rels were  gathered  in  the  American  war  •,  and  his  reafon  was, 
,ie  hated  and  detefted  the  war,  he  regarded  it  as  the  fountain 
*  head  of  all  the  mifchief  and  all  the  calamities   which  this 
miferable  country  laboured  under  at  this  moment, 

Mr.  Fox  took  occafion,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,'  to 
advert  to  many  topics  not  immediately  connefted  with  the 
addrefs.  He  reprobated  miniftry  for  the  ill  ufe  they  had 
m^de  of  the  army  hft  fummer.  The  military  was,  he  faid, 
a  force  at  all  times  inimical  lo  liberty,  and  therefore  it  be- 
.  hoved  every  Englifhman  to  watch  the  army  with  a  jeaJous 
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eye.  A  ifew  months  fince  it  was  not  fafe  for  him,  or  any 
man  in  that  Houfe,  to  fpeak  their  fentimeriis  ;  but  now  the 
ilornl  W^$  over,  it  >fras  their  duty  to  fpeak  out.  The  army 
were,  it  Was  true,  called  in  upon  prefling;  neccffity,  and  ufed 
to  great  advantage  in  the  metropolis,  ancf  fo  £ar  the  matter  was 
laudable;  what  he  alluded  to  as  rcprehenfible,  was,  the  King's 
fervants  having  dared  to  fend  orders  to  oiHctrs  in  all  the 
towns  of  the  kingdom,  giving  them  pfower  to  a£l  at  difcre^ 
tion,  without  waitirig  for  the  authority  of  the  civil  magi-^ 
Urates,  and  this  as  well  in  towns  \vhere  quiet  was  perfe£lly 
reftored  and  tumult  had  fubfided,  as  in  towns  Sivere  tnere  had 
not  been  the  fmalleit  pronenefs  to  tumult.  And  ihtk  orders 
had  not  been  withdrawn,  till  almoft  every  ele£lion  was-  over. 
This  was  an  alarming  violence  to  the  conftitutioil,  add  cal^ 
led  for  enquiry.    , 

He  alfo  feverely  arraigned  minifters  for  the  irifult  they  fiai 
put  upon  the  navy,  in  appointing  a  man  to  a  mod  honour** 
able  and  luciatiye  poft,  who  ftood  convicted  of  having  pra* 
duced  a  falfe  and  malicious  charge  againd  his  fuperior  olHcer* 
There  could,  he  faid,  be  only  one  of  the  King's  fervants,  fo 
abandoned,  and  fo  16(1  to  all  fenfibility  and  honour,  as  to 
have  dared  to  advife  any  fuch  meafure  as  the  giving  the 
eovcrnorlhip  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  to  that  objeft  of  univer- 
izl  deteftation,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer ;  a  man  who  was  himfelf  fo 
confcious  of  his  own  unworthinefs,  that  he  had  refigned  all 
his  employments,  and  by  retiring  from  the  fight  of  mankind, 
feemed  as  it  were  to  have  courted  oblivion.  There  had  never, 
he  believed,  been,  a  precedent  of  a  Vice  Admiral's  having 
Greenwich  Hofpital.  The  caufe  of  its  being  given  to  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  he  did  not  doubt,  was  not  his  conduct  on  board 
the  Formidable,  but  his  fubfequent  behaviour,  his  conduct  ^ 
againft  Admiral  Keppel,  his  attempts  to  ruin  the  reputation 
o?  that  gallant  officer ;  and  he  felt  the  Icfs  wonder  at  this,  bc- 
caufe  it  was  the  charaderiftic  of  the  prefent  reign  to  rutt 
down,  vilify,  and  defame,  great  and  popular  men,  and  to  fet 
up,  fupport,  countenance  and  reward  the  infamous.  The 
late  promotion  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  was  on  a  par  with  the 
promotion  of  a  man  to  one  of  the  higheft  civil  imployments 
in  the  date,  who  had  been  publicly  degraded  laft  war,  and 
declared  incapable  of  ferving  again  in  any  military  capacity, 
at  the  head  of  every  regiment  in  the  army. 

He  alluded  to  what  Lord  Loughborough  had  faid  in  his 
change  to  the  Jury  at  St.  Margaret's  Hill,  laft  June,  relative 
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to  the  aft  of  Charles  II.  which  ordained,  that  not  more 
than  ten  perfons  fhould  fign  a  petition  to  Parliament,  under 
a  heavy  penalty ;  and  faid,  the  do£trine  (hewed  very  plainly 
what  *fy(lem  prevailed,  and  what  were  the  wifhes  of  acimini^ 
ftration,  if  not  fefifted,  and  prevented  in  time; 

He  alfo  alluded  to  Mr,  Dunning's  quondam  charafler  of 
the  perfons  who  governed  this  country,  Under  the  legal  dc* 
fcription  of  He,  She,  or  They,  and  rung  the  changes  for  fome 
time  very  laughably  at  the  expence  of  adminiilration,  on 
thofe  words,  and  their  conduci^  charafterizing  the  firft,  go- 
rier the  words,  He,  She,  or  They,  and  the  fecond  linder  the 
words  Him,  Herj  or  Them. 

At  length,  after  touching  on  a  great  variety  of  topics,  he  re* 
curred  to  the  famous  vote  of  the  late  Parliament,  relative  tp 
the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  faid  it  was  the  laft  dyiiKg 
fpeechof  that  corrupted  afTembly —^  the  death-bed  confeffion 
bf  that  wicked  Cnner ;  and  it  reminded  him  of  the  death-bed 
confeflion  of  other  abandoned  profligates,  who  after  having 
heaped  guilt  upon  gUilt,  juft  before  they  parted  with  the  laft 
breath,  fent  for  a  prieft,  and  made  confeifion  of  their  manifold 
fins  and  tranfgrcffions,  faying  *«  altho^  our  gang  ftood  fo  firm 
together,  and  all  agreed  in  ftifily  denying  the  many  atroci^ 
bus  fa£ts  we  committed,  particularly  our  greateft  crime,  and 
inoft  mifchievous  oflFeiice,  it  is  very  true  we  were  guilty,  and 
lire  hope  our  fate  will  prove  a  warning  to  thofe  we  leave  be* 
hind  us,  and  induce  them  to  lead  better  lives,  and  not  by  foU 
lowing  the  fame  bad  courfes,  which  we  have  purfued,  come  to 
the  fame  premature  and  miferable  end*'* 
T^eorgt  Lord  George  Germain  faid,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  id 
the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  had  thought  proper  to  thrqw  out  aU 
lufions,  which  he  could  not  but  fee  were  direfted  at  him,  the 
Houfe  might  poflibly  expeft  that  he  fhould  make  fome  reply  i 
he  rofe  therefore  once  for  all,  that  whenever  gentlemen  chofe  ■ 
to  defcend  to  the  meannefs  of  dealing  in  perfonal  inve£tives^ 
and  to  fingle  him  out  as  their  objefb,  he  was  prepared  to  treat 
the  inveftives  and  the  author  ot  them  with  the  contempt  they 
deferved.  The  honourable  gentleman,  among  the  variety  of 
other  things  which  had  fallen  fromliim,  had  faid,  that  though 
Lord  Cornwallis  merited  Angular  praile  for  his  extraordi- 
nary good  condud  and  gallantry  in  the  affair  at  Camden,  he 
would  refufe  to  join  iii  a  vote  of  thanks  to  him,  or  to  any 
officer,  let  him  deferve  ever  fo  much,  who  fhould  gain  a  vic- 
tory, in  the  progrefs  of  the  American  war  ^  it  was  manly  in 
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the  honour;^ble  gentleman  tp  make  tliis  declaration^  and  aU 
Who  thoujght  of  the  American  war  as  the  honourable  gentle^ 
liian  did,  muft  6t  courfe  Join  with  him  in  that  declaration  | 
bat  as  he  thought  very  differently^  he  ihould  vote  for  the  ad« 
refs^  as*  It  had  been  originally  moved ;  and  he  would  go  far- 
ther^ he  would  fairly  avow  that  he  Iho^Id  vote  for  the  ad- 
re£i,  becaufe  he  l)elievedy  and  he  hoped,  that  (he  war  witl^ 
America  would  be  profecuted  with  vigour*  Qf  that  war  he 
bad  never  entertained  but  cine  opinion,  and  that  was,  that  the 
War  Was  juft  from  the  beginning,  that  it  ^as  a  neceflary  war^ 
a  war  which  l^ad  been  unavoidably  begun,  in  fupport  of  the 
.undoubted  rights  of  Great  Britain,  and  pf  the  Britifh  Parlia« 
ment,  and  a  wat  which  he  had  the  greateft  hopes  might  be 
brought,  and  that  fpeedily,  to  a  happy  and  honourable  con- 
cluiion. 

Gentlemen,  he  obfervcd,  had  been  very  liberal  of  fevcrity 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  and  every  gentleman  who  had 
JTpoken  in  fupport  of  the  ainendment,  had  condemned  the 
American  war,  and  called  upon  minilters  to  abandon  it) 
pot  one  of  them  however  had  fugsefted  how  this  was  to  be 
^one,  or  in  what  manner  his  Majefty's  fervants  were  to  con« 
dxxQ.  a  bufincis  of  fo  much  difficulty  and  importance.  Gen* 
piemen  had  talked  of  the  alliance  of  America  and  France :  if 
that  were  the  cafe,  was  it  to  be  expe£led  that  France  would 
fufFer  America  to  treat  feparately  with  Great  Britain?  But 
in  h&f  the  Congrefs  ^nd  the  people  in  power  in  America 
were  not  the  allies,  but  the  fubjeds  and  dependants  of  France : 
\n  order  therefore  to  open  a  way  for  a  treaty  with  America^ 
the  war  muft  be  carried  on  with  vigour,  and  France  be  hum* 
^led  through  the  fides  of  America.  He  had  as  little  hope  a« 
(he  honourable  gentleman^  that  this  country  would  be  able 
to  fubdue  America  \  but  he  had  not  given  up  nis  expe^ations^ 
that  (he  mipht  regain  America^  At  prefent  he  was  convineed 
mof  e  than  half  the  people  in  America  were  the  friends  of  this 
country  •,  it  behoved  us  therefore  to  free  them  from  the  ty- 
ranny of  Congrefs,  and  reftore  them  to  their  liberties  ^  and 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  the  other  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  who  had  taken  the  fame  fi^e  of  the  quef- 
tion,  were  fo  extremely  anxious  to  diftinguilh  themfelves  in 
ihe  caufe  of  freedom,  nere  was  fair  occauon  for  the  full  ex- 
jt^rcife  of  that  laudable  impulfe  i  the  honourable  gentlemen, 
iff^ould  fulfil  their  prpfeflions^  by  aflifting  in  the  fupport  of 
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mcafurcs  calculated  to  free  the  Americans  from  the  illegal, 
opprefiive,  and  arbitrary  government  of  their  prefcnt  rulers. 

He  could  tcil  the  gentlemen  on  what  condition  Congrefs 
was  ready  to  treat  yvith  Great  Britain  :  allow  Ametica  her  in- 
dependency, anc}  pongrefs  wojild  treat  to-morrow.  He, 
however,  would  not  be  the  man  to  trqat  with  America  on  this 
condition,  and  he  hoped  be  (liould  not  live  to  fee  the  day 
when  a  man  copl4  ht  found,  who  would  venture  to  take  ihjif. 
ground  of  treaty,  and  for  this  reafon  ;  the  dellruclion  of  tbi^ 
country,  he  was  perfuaded,  would  be  the  confcijucnce.  Gen- 
tlemen advifed  the  withdrawing  our  fleets  and  armies  from 
America  ;  ^iiat  would  follov/  ?  France  and  America  united, 
would  in  a  very  (hort  time  fend  a  powerful  force  againft 
Newfoundland :  they  would  feize  upon  our  fiihcries,  and  dc^ 
ftroy  that  r-eat  nurfery  of  oqr  navy,  Canada  would  fall  next, 
and  the  pofleffions  we  yet  had  in  ilie  Weft  Indies  would  be 
wrefted  from  us,  and  he  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  we  Ihould 
feel  ourfelvcs  vigoroufly  attacked  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.  He  did  not  therefore  Ijcfitate  to  declare,  that  his  opi- 
nion was  for  profec\itlng  the  war  with  cbe  utmoft  vigour;  he 
thought  the  exiftence  pfthis  country  depended  on  it,  and  wa^ 
convinced  that  any  other  line  of  conduft  would  be  the  high^ 
eft  impolicy  ;  it  vi^puld  be  a  fpecies  of  phrenzy,  which  no- 
thing  but  defpair  could  occafion. 

Gentlemen  had  dwelt  on  the  ill  fuccefs  of  thp  war,  and  ha^ 
exprefled  thcmfelves  as  if  this  w<re  the  moment  of  defponden- 
cy  •,  he  law  no  reafon  for  adopti:iiT  melancholy  fentiments. 
The  laft  campaign  had  not  been  unfuccefsful.  In  America 
we  had  gained  confiderably.  In  the  WeftJndies,  what  ad- 
vantages had  France  and  Spain  to  boaft  of,  notwithftanding 
the  great  fuperiority  of  Mcnf.  Guicben  over  Admiral  Rod- 
ney ?  The  Britifli  admiral  had  now  the  command  of  thofe 
feas,  and  the  important  ifland  of  Jamaica,  which  day  after 
day,  for  the  whole  fummer  together,  we  had  been  taught  to 
believe  loft,  was  perfcftly  fecure.  Next  year  he  would  ven- 
ture to  aflure  the  Houfe,  we  fliould  have  a  fleet  fupcfior, 
both  in  number  of  fliips  and  in  point  of  equipment,  to  any 
we  ever  had,  cither  in  this  or  the  laft  war.  Upon  all  thele 
confiderations,  therefore,  he  fliould  vote  for  the  addrefs,  and 
he  felt  the  lefs  difficulty  in  doing  fo,  becaufe  the  addrefs 
bound  the  Houfe  to  no  fpiecific  meafures,  but  left  them  at  full 
liberty  to  ad  as  ptudencc  and  wifdom  fliould  hereafter  dic- 
tate. ' 

Hi| 


Hits  Lordfhip,  before  he  ftt  down,  apologized  to  tlie  Houfe 
for  having  toubled  them,  declaring  that  as  his  noble  friend^ 
in  high  office,  who  mtes  much  better  able  t«  have  given  the 
Houi^  fatisfa£lion  on  any  point  than  he  was,  was  aofent,  he 
thought  the  Houfe  would  expe£):  that  fomething^fliould  be 
faid,  tn  rfeply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  fupporters  of  the 
amendment  j  at  the  fame  time  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  hi3 
noble  friend  deiired  htm  to  affure  the  Houfe,  that  he  lament- 
ed exceedingly  his  being  detained  from  his  duty,  and  that  if 
any  thing  5>irhich  required  a  particular  reply  (hould  be  dropped 
in  the  debate,  or  if  any  gentleman  fhould  wifii  for  an  anfwet 
to  queftions  which  his  noble  friend  alone  could  bed  fpeak  to, 
he  would  on  al  future  day  moft  readily  fatisfy  the  Houfe  r&- 
fpeding  them* 

Admiral  Keppel  faid,  he  (hould  not  have  taken  the  liberty  Admiral 
to  have  faid  a  word,  confidcring  what  the  Houfe  had  heard  ^^^^' 
from  his  honourable  relation,  after  whbm  he  was  confcious 
he  was  extremely  ill  qualified  to  rife  as  a  fpeaker,  had  not  the 
noble  Lord  talked  of  our  having  a  better  navy  next  year  than 
'we  had  at  any  time  kft  war.     He  wiihed  the  noble  Lord  had  ^ 

not  gone  quite  (o  far;  he  did  not  expeft  to  fee  a  better  navy, 
and  fhould,  as  he  believed  the  country  would,  be  perfe£Wy  fa- 
tisfied  to  fee  as  good  a  navy  afloat  i>ext  year,  as  we  had  afloat 
In  the  courfe  of  laft  war.  The  admiral  complained  of  the 
fca'ndalous  negle£l  of  our  navy,  both  in  fitting  it  out,  in 
equipment,  and  in  its  operations.  He  faid,  the  oflSqers  had 
done  therf  duty,  ?iTk^  they  always  would  do  their  duty  he  wat 
eonvineed,  but  they  had  not  been  properly  fupported.  Why 
was  Sir  George  Rodney  left  ai  he  had  been,  without  reinforce- 
ment, after  he  had  written  repeatedly  for  more  (hips.  There 
were  thofe  prefent  who  knew  he  was  fpeaking  hSts  ^  if  ft 
few  (hips  had  been  fent  to  Rodney  early,  he  might  have 
done  a  very  eflTential  fervice  to  his  country,  which  for  want  of 
a  few  more  fliips  he  was  obliged  to  declinfe  attempting.-  -The 
whole  eondu£l  of  the  war,  he  faid,  fliewed  the  want  of  vi- 
gour and  of  wifdom  in  adminiilration,  and  the  only  reafon 
why  France  had  not  been  more  fuccefsful  againft  us,  was,  he 
believed,  becaufe  the  French  cabinet  were  equally  divided, 
equally  irrefolute,  and  their  t:ouncils  as  bad  as  ours ;  it  was 
their  want  of  decifion  aud  not  our  prudence,  that  faved  us. 
But  after  all,  they  had  been  fuflfered  to  fend  out  a  fleet  and  ar- 
my to  Rhode  Ifland  under  Monfieur  Temay,  unmolefted 
by  us,  when  we  bad  in  our  power  to  prevent  it.     At  that 
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.  time,  hiad  tl  few  of  Mr.  Wal|ingham*s  fliips  been  uken^ 
and  added  to  others  ready,  they  might  have  failed-  and 
blocked  up  Brefl:  harbour,  and  by  that  means  have  rendered 
Ternay's  attempting  to  fail  impra£l:icable  ;  but,  accor- 
ding to  the  ufual  cuftom  of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  who 
in  all  their  operations  were  too  late,  they  made  no  effort 
.to  prevent  the  mifchief,  they  contented  themfelves  ^th 
tardily  endeavouring  to  apply  a  bad  remedy.  They  did 
,  not  offer  to  ftop  Tarnay,  but  they  fent  a  fleet  to  follow 
him.  At  the  time  Ternay  failed,  the  Admiral  afferted,' 
|hat  there  wal  a  naval  force  lying  at  Caufand  Bay,  at  Ply- 
mouth', capable  of  intercepting  him.  This  was  a  faft  which 
•  he  dared  minifters  to  deny ;  a  fad  which  he  pledged  himfelf 
to  prove  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  whenever  the  Houfe  (hould 
think'proper  to  call  upon  him  for  that  purpofe.  After  putting 
this  very  ftrongly,  the  admiral  took  notice  of  the  late  appoint- 
ipent  of  a  certain  perfon  to  the  government  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital,  and  faid,  that  bad  as  his  opinion  of  his  Majeftys 
minifters  was,  he  was  convinced,  to  adopt  the  exprefiQoii  of 
his  honourable  relatioQ,  there  could  be  but  one  man  in  ad- 
piiniftr^tipn  fo  abandoned,  as  to  be  capable  of  recommending 
that  perfon  to  his  Majefty,  as  fit  to  fill  the  office  of  gover- 
nor of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  It  was  owing  to  that  man,  that 
the  navy  had  been  thrown  into  its  prefent  lamentable  ftate  of 
;  party  and  divifion.  All  the  diffenfions,  all  the  uneafineft 
which  prevailed  in  his  Majefty's  fleets,  —  and  that  they  did 
prevail  to  a  very  great  degree  was  fufficiently  notorious  —was 
afcribaljle  to  the  perfon  to  whom  he  was  alluding,  and  the 
Houfe  might  guefs  whom  he  meant. 
AWermnn  Alderpiau  Newnham  began  with  faying,  that  prefumptuous 
^ewtAam.  as  it  might  appear  in  him,  to  rife  to  fpeak  on  the  very  firft  day 
of  taking  hjs  feat  in  that  Houfe,  yet  when  he  confidered 
that  the  queftion  under  debate  concerned  the  general  intereft^ 
pf  his  country,  in  which  the  commerce  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, which  he  had  the-hpnour  to  reprefent,  was  immediately 
concerned,  he  made  no  fcruple'to  lay  afide  the  diflficultyi 
and  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  few  words  upon  the  fubje£i 
then  in  difcuffion.  The  addrefs  which  had  been  moved  and 
feconded,  he  moft  certainly  fhould  vote  againft,  ahd  that,  bc- 
paufe  it  tended  to  countenance  and  fupport  the  meafures  of 
the  prefent  minifters,  who  had,  in  his  opinion,  been  guilty 
pf  the  groffeft  negleft  of  our  commerce,  and  of  the  mod 
/can4alou§  partiality  in  the  impofition  of  taxes.     The  Alder- 
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man  founded  this  cenfure  upon  two  different  inftances  of  ill 
condu£):,  which  he  dated  to  the  Houfe.  The  one  was,  the 
negle£k  of  the  Admiralty  in  fending  out  two  fuch  valuable 
fleets  as  'the  Quebec  and  Weft-India  fleets,  under  weak 
and  improper  convoys ;  and  the  other,  the  little  attention 
the'minifter  of  finance  had  paid  to  the  petition  of  the  City 
of  London,  on  their  alledging,  that  as  the  houfe-tax  ftood, 
the  tax  was  opprefEvely  partial,  the  inhabitants,  inferior 
traders  and  fhopkeepers  of  the  City  of  London,  paying  more 
towards  |he  revenue  fo  raifed,  for  their  Houfes  and  ihops^ 
dedicated  to  bufinefs  and  the  neceflary  fupport  of  them  and 
their  families,  then  the  nobility  and  gentry  paid  for  their 
gorgeous  and  ftately  palaces  in  the  country,  kept  merely  for 
the  purpofes  of  luxury,  which  ought  ever  to  be  the  more  im- 
mediate objeft  of  taxation  than  the  honeft  induftry  of  men 
in  trade  and  bufinefs.  Having  urged  this  latter  point  fully, 
the  Alderman  adverted  to  the  former,  and  began  that  head  of 
his  argument  with  declaring,  that  the  condu£b  of  Captain 
Graves,  who  had  failed  as  commodore  of  the  Quebec  convoy, 
was  univerfally  reprobated  and  condemned  upon  Change.  He 
faid,  he  meant  no  injury  to  the  gentleman's  charadler,  he  had 
not  the  honour  of  being  aquainted  with  him,  but  thofe  who 
were  competent  to  judge  of  the  duty  of  the  fervice  upon 
which  Captain  Graves  had  been  employed,  (the  fhip  Cap- 
tains who  made  a  part  of  the  fleet  under  his  proteftion), 
made  no  fcruple  to  fay,  fhat  the  c^onvoy  was  much  too  weak 
iij  itfelf,  and  that  it  was  rendered  ftill  lefs  effedlual,  and  more 
inadequate,  by  the  little  attention  paid  to  the  merchantmen 
by  the  Commodore,  whofe  fole  objeft  feemed  to  have  been 
the  making  of  prizes,  and  who  left  the  fleet  to  chance,  while 
he  was  wholly  occupied  in  the  furtherance  of  his  own  intereft ; 
in  confequence  of  which  negleft,  foaje  American  privateers 
got  in  among  them,  and  made  feveral  of  the  moll  valuable 
fliips  eafy  captures.  The  Alderman. ft ated  fartfier  that  their 
lading  was  chiefly  ftores  and  commodities  deftined  for  ufe  and 
confumption  in  Canada,  and  therefore  equally  acceptable  in 
New  England,  (the  prizes  having  been  carried  into  Bofton) 
fo  that  thejofs  was  doubly  an  injury  to  this  country,  inafmuch 
as  the  freight  of  the  fliips  fell  heavy  on  the  infurers  here  at 
home,  and  proved  a  valuable  acquifition  to  our  enemies  acrofs 
the  Atlantic.  With  regard  to  the  fleets  captured  off  Cape 
S5t.  Vincent,  th6  alderman  complained  greatly  of  the  inadc- 
quateaefs  of  the  convoy,  confidering,  that  there  were  five 
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Eaft  Indiamen  among  them.    He  ctnfured  ctdremdiy  tbefe 
fleets  being  fuffered  to  touch  at  Madeira  for  the  purpdfe  of 
taking  in  wine,  when  every  man  at  all  acquainted  with,  Aau- 
tical  matters^  had  declared,  that  it  was  highly  impoliticly  afld 
that  they  ought  to  hare  kept  more  to  the  weftwara.     TotKb- 
ing  Medeira  at  that  time  of  the  year,  and  differing  it  to-  be 
k^oWn  that  fuch  was  their  intension,  appeared  to  him  tobt  iuft 
as  abfurd,  as  if  a  man  was  to  tell  a  robber,  who  he  kn^w  wiiMil 
to  attack  him,  which  way  he  meant  to  travel,  and  what  inn 
he  (hould  put  up  at  on  the  road.     The  Alderman  mentioned 
alfo  the  unaccountable  condu£l  of  the  Captain  of  the  Ram^ 
lies,  who,  he  faid,  he  underftood,  was  efteemed  a  gallant 
and  worthy  officer)  but  he  had  been  informed,  that  the  night 
previous  to  the  capture,  the  capain  of  the  Ramilies  defcried 
nine  large  ihips  a  head  of  him  *,  every  man  he  had  talked 
to  upon  the  fubje£):,  had  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the 
moment  thefe  ivine  (hips  were  difcovered,  the  (ignal  for  dU^ 
perfing  (hould  have  been  hoifted.     What  could  the  captain 
take  thefe  nine  (hips  for  ?     He  was  pretty  fare  they  cookL 
not  be  Briti{h  merchantmen,  he  muft  therefore,  ftrange  as  the 
idea  was,  have  taken  them  for  Spaniih  merchantmen,^  and 
under  the  hope  of  being  able  to  make  prizes  of  them,  had 
rifqued  and  loft  the  valuable  fleet  under  his  convoy^     Hav- 
ing dwelt  for  fome  time  on  the  particulars  of  the  two  tap«- 
tures,  the  Alderman  at  length  concluded  with  declaringi  that 
all  he  had  faid,  had  flowi;!  purely  and  entirely  from  hia  zet^ 
lous  regard  for  his  country  *^  he  had  her  interefts  as  much  at 
heart  as  any  gientleman'on  either  {ide  of  the  Houfe  )  v^th  a 
view  to  further  them,  and  in  duty  to  the  city  he  had^th^ 
honour  to  reprefent,  the  commerce  of  which,  he  thought^  hadi 
been  fcandaloufly  negle£ted,  he  had-  now  fpoken  his  tenti* 
ments,  and  he  ever  would  fpeak  them  honeftly  and  impair 
tially,  and  not  from  any  perfonal  diflike  of  his  Majefty's  mi- 
nifters  ;  he  had  not  the  honour  to  know  one  of  them,  and  ha«l 
as  little  private  pique  to  them  as  he  had  attachment  to  any  of 
thofe  who  wifhed  to  get  into  their  place, 
Ak  PentM,      Mr.  Penton  contended  that  there  was  no  ground  for  com«*^ 
plaining  of  the  infufliciency  of  the   Quebec  convoy,  finc^ 
when  the  day  of  enquiry  came,  it  would  be  proved  to  hav« 
been  equal  in  force  to  any  convoy  fcnt  out  with  the  fan»e 
trade  at  any  former  period.     With  regard  to  the  captain  of 
the  Ramilies^  Mr.  Fenton  faid,  that  he  was  as  brave  and 

worthy 
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worthy  an  officer  as  any  in  the  fervice ;  that  orders  were  al- 
ready eiven  to  bring  him  to  a  court-martial^  as  well  for  the 
fatisfa^^ion  of  the  public,  as  for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  him 
to  clear  his  chara^er;  it  was  not  right  therefore  for  gentle- 
tnen  in  that  Houfe  to  pre-judge  the  conduji  of  an  officer  fov 
circumftanced,  neither  was  it  warrantable  or  decent  to  fay  a 
word  to  the  prejudice  of  any  officer,  till  he  had  been  fairly 
and  legally  put  upon  his  defence. 

Mn  Mtnchin  ftated  a  fa£t  within  his  own  knowledge.  Ut.Mhcl 
When  the  Spanifh  fquadron  was  ready  to  fail  for  America^  it 
was  fuggefted,  that  by  the  addition  of  five  (hips  to  Walfingi, 
ham's  iquadron  the  whole  might  be  prevented  from  joining 
Guichen,  if  not  deftroyed  ;  but  five  mips  could  not  be  found 
in  all  the  ports  of  Britain. 

Mr.   Hartley  approved  of  that  part  of  Lord  George  Ger-  Ut.BMrtU 
main's  fpeech,  werein  he  faid,  he  hoped  not  to  fubdue  but  to 
regain  America.     He  prefled  him  very  eameftly  to  think  of 
fome  conciliatory  plan,  fome  obje£k,  which  being  held  out  to 
the  Americans,  might  detach  them  from  France. 

The  Houfe  divided.     Ayes  for  the  addrefs  212.     Noes 

November  7. 

Juft  as  the  Speaker  was  putting  the  queftion  upon 
bringing  up  the  report  on  the  addrefs,  TAv*  Foxrottj  and  Mr.  Fur^ 
faid  he  did  not  mean  to  give  the  Houfe  trouble,  or  to  fay  a 
great  deal  againft  the  bringing  up  of  the  report :  he  had  fpoken 
his  fentiments  very  fully  upon  the  fubje£l  the  day  before. 
He  now  rofe  only  to  take  a  moment's  notice  of  a  few  words 
which  had  fallen  from  ^  a  noble  Lord  high  in  office,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  debate^  the  preceding  evening  —not  words  pcr- 
fbnal  to  himfelf,  for  if  there  were  any  fuch  in  the  noble  Lord'a  ^ 
fpeech,  they  were  (b  qualified  with  Ifs  and  Whens,  that  no 
man  could  furely  think  he  ought  to  take  notice  of  them  ; 
the  words  he  alluded  to  Were  public  words,  words  of  bufinefs, 
words  of  a  grave  and  ferious  nature,  and  worda'which  he 
fliould  undoubtedly  have  called  upon  the  noble  Lord  to  ex- 
plain the  preceding  evening,  had  be  not  fpoken  before 
for  a  long  time,  and  had  he  not  feen,  that  the  Houfe 
were  weary  of  the  debate,  and  anxious  to  have  the  queftion 
put.  As  tnefe  words,  however  had  lain  upon  his  mind  ever 
iitice,  he  could  not  now  forbear  calling  upon  the  noble  Lord 
to  tell  that  Houfe  what  he  meant  by  them.  The  words 
were,  if*  he  took  the  noble  Lord  rightly,   that  **  America 

would. 
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would  treat  with  this  country  to-morrow,  provided  we  allow- 
ed her  independency." — What  he  wanted  to  know  was, 
whether  America  would  treat  with  Great  Britain  for  herfelf 
as  a  feparate  power,  provided  her  independency  was  allowed, 
or  whether  the  noble  Lord  meant  merely  to  fay,  that  provided 
we  allowed  the  independency  of  America,  America  and 
France  would  treat.  If  the  noble  Lord  meant  the  former,  it 
became  him  to  tell  the  Houfe  fo,  becaufe  in  his  opinion,  the 
noble  Lord  in  that  cafe  would  be  the  meflcnger  of  a  piece  of 
extraordinary  good  news  to  the  Houfe  ;  the  chief  argument 
urged  the  preceding  day  in  behalf  of  the  addrcfs,  (and  a  good 
,  argument,  he  really  thought  it,  as  far  as  it  went,)  having 
been  the  argument  on  which  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
feconded  th^  addrefs  principally  rcfted,  viz.  the  extreme  dif- 
ficulty and  the  little  probability  of  our  being  able  to  feparate 
America  from  France.  He  therefore  called  upon  the  noble 
tiord  to  explain. 
MGeorge  Lord  George  Germain  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman 
rermam.  £^^  having  given  him  an  opportunity  of  making  himfclf  up- 
derftood  on  a  point,  refpefting  which  he  had  not,  perhaps, 
been  fo  explicit  as  he  meant  to  have  been  ;  his  words  were,  if 
he  remembered  rightly,  that  America  would  never  treat  with 
this  country,  unlefs  her  independency  were  allowed  as  a  pre- 
liminary ;  allow  her  that,  and  (he  would  treat  to-morrow;  but 
from  all  the  information  he  had  received,  he  did  not  believe, 
nor  had  he  underftood,  that  the  Congrefs  of  America  had 
at  any  time  exprefled  an  inclination,  or  given  inftruftion  to 
any  perfon,  to  treat  with  Great  Britain  without. the  confent 
of  France. 
ilr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  he  now  perfeftly  under  ft  00 1  the  mat- 
ter, and  if  America  would  no  btherwife  treat  than  jointly 

with  France ' 

Mt^Georgt  Lord  G.Germain  interrupted  him,  and  faid,  ^*  Thofe  were 
fcrmam*  ^^^  ^^  words,  though  near  them  ;  but  they  convey  a  dif- 
ferent meaning  —  I  did  not  fay  jointly  with  France.  I  me^ 
the  Congrefs  of  America,  if  you  allow  them  independency, 
will  treat,  but  not  without  communication  with  France,  nor 
without  the'cohfent  of  France." 
tfr.Foar.  Mr.  Fox  made  a  (hort  reply,  lamenting  our  fituation.  He 
faid,  if  America  would  have  treated  feparately,  on  the  con- 
dition ot  her  independency  being  allowed,  that  was  the  very 
f  round,  6n  which  a  gentleman,  now  no  longer  in  parliament 
Mr.  D.  Hartley]  Uiought  himfelf  an  enemy  to  allowing 
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America  independency,  had  always  contended  this  country, 
ought  to  treat,  provided  we  could  not  take  more  advantage- 
ous ground. 

Mr.  H.  W.  flartley  faid  a  few  words  on  the  fame  fubjeft.     Mr.  H, 

hard, Mahon  faid,  if  the  noble  Lord,  by  declaring  that  f^i^ 
America  had  never  given  inftruftions  to  treat  with  Great 
Britain  but  on  condition  of  having  her  independency  allowed,- 
meant  that  Congrefs  had  never  fhewn  a  difpoiition  to  treat  od 
other  terms,  the  noble  Lord  was  miftaken ;  becaufe  in  the 
anfwer  of  Congrefs  to  the  Commiilioners,  which  he  had  in 
his  hand,  the  Congrefs  gave  them  the  option  of  two  condi- 
tions, viz.  for  Great  Britain  either  to  withdraw  her  fleets  and 
armies,  or  to  allow  their  independency. 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  the  report  was  brought  up  and 
read  in  the  ufual  form. 

The  Houfe  then  came  to  a  refolution  not  to  receive  any  pc-" 
tions  for  private  bills  ^after  the  6th  day  of  February  next. 

November  8. 

The  Houfe  waited  on  the  King  at  St.  James's,  with  the 
following  addrefs. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  King* 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefti,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  affcmbled,  rctura 
your  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  for  your  moft  gra- 
cious fpeech  from  the  throne. 

^  We  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Majefty  upon  the 
fafe  delivery  of  the  Queen,  and  the  birth  of  another  prince ; 
and  to  aiTure  your  Majefty,  that  we  take  a  fincere  part  in 
every  evei;it  that  contributes  to  your  Majefty *s  domeftic  hap- 
pincfs.  s 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  utraoft  gratitude,  your  Ma- 
jefty's condefcending  goodnefs,  in  your  defirc  to  meet  your 
Parliament  at  ^  this  time,  and  your  gracious  expreffions  of 
attention  and^  regard  to  the  difpofltion  and  wiihes  of  your 
people.  - 

We  are  imprefled  with  a  due  fenfe  of  the  difficulties  of 
the  prefent  arduous  conjunfture,  when  the  whole  force  of 
France  and  Spain  is  cpmbined  and  exerted  to  fupport  the  re- 
bellion in  your  Majefty's  colonies,  and  to  attack  all  the 
dominions  of  your  crown;  and  when  it  is  but  too  manifeft 

to 
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^o  all  the  world,  that  the  real  views  of  this  moft  unjuft  con- 
federacy are  to  ^ive  a  fatal  btow  to  the  commerce  and  power 
of  Great  Britain,  in  refentment  for  the  fucceisful  eflbrti 
wli*:h  this  nation  has  fo  often  made,  to  fave  the  liberties  of 
Europe  from  the  ambition  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

We  have  obferved  with  great  and  jufk  fatisfaftion,  that 
your  Majefty,  by  the  fupport  of  your  Parliament,  and  the 
fptrit  and  bravery  of  your  fleets  and  armies,  has,  under  the 
Divine  protc£tit>n,  been  enabled  to  withftand  the  formidable 
attempts  of  your  enemies;  and  we  offer  our  moft  cordial 
congratulations  to  your  Majefty  on  the  fignal  fucceffes  which 
have  attended  the  progrefs  of  your  Majefty 's  arms  in  the 
provinces  of  Georgia  and  Carolina,  and  in  which  the  condaft 
and  courage  of  your  Majefty's  officers,  and  the  valour  aAd. 
intrepidity  of  your  troops,  have  been  fo  eminently  diftihi- 
guilhed. 

We  confidcr  your  Majcfty's  earneft  dcfirc  and  folicitude 
to  fee  the  war  brought  to  a  happy  conclufion  as  the  ftrongeft 
proofs  of  your  paternal  regard  for  your  people  i  but  we  en* 
tirely  agree  with  your  Majefty,  that  lafe  and  honourable 
terms  of  peace  can  only  be  fecured  by  fuch  powerful  prepara* 
tions  and  vigorous  exertions  as  (hall  convmce  our  enemiet 
that  your  Majefty  and  your  Parliament  are  united  in  a  firm 
and  ftedfaft  refolutlon  to  decline  no  difficulty  or  danger  in 
the  defence  of  their  country,  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  effential  interefts. 

We  are  thoroughly  fenfible  that  thefe  ends  cannot  be  ef- 
fected without  great  and  heavy  expences ;  and  we  will  grant 
your  Majefty  fuch  fupplies  as  the  lafting  fecurity  and  welfare 
of  your  kmgdoms,  and  the  exigency  of  affairs,  (hall  be  found 
to  require. 

Your  Majefty  may  rely,  with  entire  confidence,  on  the 
i  moft  zealous  and  aiFedionate  attachment  of  your  faithful 
Commons  to  your  perfon,  family,  and  government;  and 
we  .acknowledge,  with  the  livelieft  fentiments  of  reverence 
and  gratitude,  that  the  conftant  tenor  of  your  Majefty*s 
conduft  fhews,  that  the  lole  objeft  of  your  royal  care  and 
concern  are  to  promote  the  happlnefs  of  your  people,  and  to 
preferve  inviolate  our  excellent  conftitution  in  church  and 
ftate. 

His  Afajejlfs  jinfwer. 

Gentletnen, 
I  thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful  addrefs. 

I  receive 
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I  receive  your  congratulations  on  the  increafe  of  ray  fa^ 
mily^  and  on  the  happy  recoYcry  of  the  Queen»  as  a  mark  of 
your  loyalty  and  affection. 

I  have  a  firm  confidence  that  the  fupport  of  ipy  faithful 
Commons,  and  the  fpirit  of  my  brave  people,  engaged  10  a  "^ 
jufl  caufe,  and  fighting  for  their  country  and  their  eiTential 
interefts,  will,  in  the  end,  enable  me  to  furmount  all  diffi- 
culties, and  to  attain  the  objeft  of  all  my  meafures  and  all  mj 
exertions,  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace. 

Novemler  9. 

At  three  oVlock  the  order  of  the  day  was  called  for,  for 
the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  King's  fpeech.  Sir 
Grey  Cooper  was  called  for  feveral  times,  and  anfwer  being 
retujrned,'  **  that  he  was  not  comedown,"  the  cry  was.  Ad- 
journ, adjourn.  The  order  of  the  day  prevailed,  and  Mr. 
Ord  went  to  the  table  as  chairman. 

As  foon  as  Mr,  Ord,  as  ufual,  had  read  the  King's  fpeech, 

Mr.  Byng  rofe  and  obferved,  that  in  all  that  fpeech  there  Mr.  dyni^ 
was  not  one  word  tending  to  tell  the  people  that  their  bur* 
thens  fhould  be  lij^htened  and  their  grievances  redrelTed. 
This  coqntry,  he  ^id,  had  nearly  exhauiled  its  refources, 
and  it  was  aofolutely  impoilible  for  her  much  longer  to  con- 
tinue raifing  the  immenfe  fums  annually  requifite  to  fupport  ^ 
the  expence  of  the  war.  For  the  enfuing  year  he  was  aware 
the  burthen  would  not  bear  fo  heavy  on  the  people  as  it  had 
done  of  late,  becaufe  the  renewal  of  the  Eaft  India  Company's 
charter,  and  other  matters  in  profpeA,  would  materially  affift 
in  producing  and  furnifhing  the  chief  of  the  money  wanted. 
It  was  high  time  however  to  look  forward,  and  to  endeavour 
to  put  an  end  to  fuch  an  expenfive,  fruitlefs,  and  imprafti- 
cable  war.  Mr.  Byng  complained  of  the  carelefs  manner  la 
which  the  fupplies  were  uiually  grantc^d,  and  faid,  the  indi£Fe* 
rence  with  which  that  Houfe  wa^  treated  by  miniilers,  in  points 
that  peculiarly  fell  within  the  province  of  Parliament,  was 
aflonifhing ;  he  heartily  wilhed  to  fed  the  good  old  cufloro  of 
our  anceftors  revived,  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (hould  , 
do  its  duty,  and  iniift  on  a  redrefs  of  grievances  previous  to  * 
their  voting  a  fupply. 

Sir  P'hilip  Jennings  Gierke  faid,  there  was  in  faA  an  appa*  *»r  P*  7'** 
rent  careleflfhefs  in  the  manner  in  .which  mi nifters  called  upon  "'^l*^^^^** 
that  Houfe  to  vote  fupplies,  but  in  faft  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  art  in  it.     By  doing  the  buiinefs  with  Teeming  negligence, 
minifters  carried  an  afiential  point.    They  got  the  Houfe 
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earelefsly  to  vote  the  fuppliei  before  Chriftmag,  and  thcfl, 
when  the  ways  and  means  came  under  poniideratioit  after 
Chriftmas,  if  gentlemen  objefted  to  any  part  of  them,  tbcy 
were  told  by  the  miniflers,  that  having  voted  a  fupply,  the 
Houfe  had  pledged  itfelf  to  vote  ways  and  means ;  that  the 
proper  time  of  obje£tion  was  paft,  and  that  the  objedion 
ihould  have  been  made  to  the  fupply.  On  this  account  Sir 
Philip  begged  that  gentlemen  would  attend  at  the  tinae  when 
the  fpecific  articles  of  the  fupply  were  to  be  voted.  At  pre* 
fent  he  had  no  obje£tion  to  a  general  motion,  to  vote  his 
Maiefty  a  fupply,  becaufe  a  fupply  of  fomc  fort  mufl  necef- 
farily  be  voted ;  but  he  Ihould  have  a  good  deal  to  fay  when 
the  time  for  voting  the  fupplies  fpecifically  came,  and  he 
thought  that  day  ought  to  be  previoufly  fixed  and  known, 
that  gentlemen  might  not  be  taken  by  furprifc. 
Sir  G99rit  •  Sir  George  Tinge  complained  of  the  infulting  and  negleftfol 
TtKge.  manner  in  which  parliament  was  treated.  They  were  now 
called  on  to  vote  a  fupply  to  his  Majefty,  and  there  was  not 
a  fingle  lord  of  the  treafijry,  nor  any  one  perfon  belonging  to 
the  treafury  in  the  Houfe. 

While  Sir  George  was  fpeaking,  Sir  Grey  Cooper  enteredy 
of  which  Sir  George  took  notice. 
SirCrgr  Sir  Grey  Cooper  vnzdc  an  apolog]^  to  the  Houfe  fot  his  ab* 

^^'  fence,  declaring  he  had  been  detained  by  his  duty  at  Jth^ 
treafury,  and  had  imagined  he  fhould  have  been  in  time,  bad 
he  come  half  an  hour  later,  but  th^nioment  he  heard  the 
Houfe  was  gone  into  a  committee  of  fupply,  he  haftencd  to 
it.  He  lamented  that  there  fhould  prevail  any  idea  of  ne* 
gleft,  and  affured  the  Houfe,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
diftant  from  his  intentions  at  any  time  than  incurring  the 
charge  6f  wanting  refpcft  for  it.  His  wifh  was,  to  have  bu- 
finefs  began  earlier  each  day,  than  it  had  been  in  former  ftf- 
fions  ;  and  whatever  order  the  Houfe  fhould  be  pleafed  to 
make  as  to  the  hour  of  proceeding  to  bufinefs,  he  fhould 
pay  flrift  attention  thereto. 
Sir  JP.  JeM'  » Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke  rofe  again,  and  urged  the  necef*' 
9wgs  Gierke,  flty  of  appointing  fomc  certain  day  for  voting  the  fupply,  and 
letting  the  Houfe  have  proper  notice  of  it. 

The  queflion  was  then  put,  that  the  fupply  be  grahted  to  hit 
Majefly,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.  ^ 

November  10^ 
SirCrfy  Sir  Grey  Cooper  moved,  that  an  a£J:   of  the  17th  of  bit 

^•^»        prefent  Majefly,  intitled  an  aft  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to 
A  fecare 
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iecure  and  confine  perfons  guilty  or  fufpeAed  of  high  treafoa 
in  they  colonies  or  on  the  high  feas^  be  continued  for  another 
year. 

Sij:  Geor^i  Tonge  thought  this  too  ferious  a  mattef  to  he  Sir  Georit 
made  a  thing  of  courfe,  or  to  be  agitated  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe.  ^**i:** 
By  the  defcription  in  the  bill,  every  Englifliman  might  poffi« 
blvy  on  pretence  of  fufpicion  of  treafonable  praAices,  be  com- 
mitted to  prifon.  A  matter  of  fuch  ferious  importance  as  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  hahetu  corpus  aft,  Sir  George  infilled,  ought 
not  to  be  decided  upon  but  in  a  full  Houfe  ;  he  therefore  hoped 
that  the  firft  reading  of  the  bill  now  moved  would  be  in  a  full 
meeting  of  the  Houfe. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  did  by  no  means  confider  the  continuance  Str  Gr^ 
of  the  aft  in  queftion  as  a  matter  of  courfe.     It  had  been  ori*  (^o»f«r. 

finally  well  weighed,  and  ferioufly  confidcred,  in  a  very  fall 
[oufe,  fome  vears  ago,  and  i(s  neceflity  acknowledged 
and  determinea. '  At  that  time  the  rebels  in  America  were 
the  only  enemies  we  had  to  contend  with ;  fince  that  time 
the  rebellion  had  been  fup^rted  by  France  and  Spain  :  fo 
that  the  neceffity  of  continuing  the  aft  had  become  greater. 

Mr.  Baker  agreed  with  Sir  G*  Yonge,  in  regard  to  the  mo*  Mr.  gskm 
tion  before  them,  for  the  following  reafons :  —  During  the 
courfe  of  three  or  four  years  upwards  of  four  huiidred  perfons 
had  been  imprifoned  for  treafonable  praftices,  and  not  one  of 
them  had  been  brought  to  a  trial.  Why  had  they  not  been 
brought  to  a  trial  ?  Or  how  long  were  they  to  remain  without 
one  ?  Are  minifters,  and  not  the  laws  of  the  land,  to  deter- 
mine what  fhall  be  the  fate  of  Britifh  fubjefts }  For  it  appears 
that  minifters  have  taken  upon  them  to  compromife  matters 
to  far  as  to  make  all  exchange  of  peribns  fufpefted  or  guilty  of 
treafoQ  for  oth^r  prifoners :  whence  it  appears  that  arbitrary 
will,  and  not  anv  certain  rule,  is  followed  in  this  matter. 
He  hoped,  thereK>Te,  that  the  hill  moved  for  would  be  confi-* 
dered  in  a  full  Houfe. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Ckrke  jofe  about  three  o'clock  to  make  a  SirP^.7#if. 
motion  of  which  h^  had  given  previous  notice  on  a  former  CUrk*. 
day.  He  prefaced  bis  motion  by  faying,  he  ihould  make  no 
apology  to  the  Houfe  for  troubling  them  fo  early  in  the  Sef« 
fion^  as  he  concluded  every  member  of  a  new  Parliament 
would  be  glad  to  give  an  earneft  to  his  conftituents  of  his  fu- 
ture good  intentions  towards  them.  The  general  voice  of 
the  people^  expreifed  by  their  numerous  petitions  prefented  to 
that  Houfe  (by  which  alone  their  true  fentiments  were  to  be 
iliicoYered)  had  called  aloud  for  a  more  frugal  expenditure  of 

I  z  the 
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the  public  money,  and  a  reduction  of  unneceiTary  places  and 
Tinmerited  penfions.  A  right  honourable  gentleman  at  that 
time,  and  now  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  ever  zealous  for  tho 
intereft  of  the  public,  had  propofed  that  a  committee  (hould  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  their  complaints,  and 
to  regulate  and  adjuft  the  public  accounts ;  the  noble  Lord  in 
Vtfae  blue  ribband,  alarmed  at  the  propoiition,  and  fhrinking 
from  the  appcjal,  and  a  tribunal  fo  impartially  and  (b  ho- 
nourably conftituted,  ftepped  in  between  the  gentleman  and 
the  public,  in  a  manner  leldom  pra£tifed  in  that  Hoofe  ;  pro* 
duced  a  bill,  appointing  a  certain  number  of  his  own  friends, 
to  try  the  imputed  crimes  or  mifmanagement  of  himfelf  and 
his  colleagues  in  office,  annexing  a  very  beneficial  falary  to 
each  of  thefe  gentlemen ;  by  this  management  the  public  was 
put  into  the  ntuation  of  a  traveller  at  a  Dutch  inn.  When 
he  complains  to  the  landlord  of  the  extravagance  of  his  btif, 
be  takes  it  away  and  makes  a  coniiderable  addition  to  each* 
article,  which  the  unwary  ftranger  is  obliged  to  pay.  When 
the  people  require  a  reduction  of  places  and  penfions,  the 
noble  Lord  anfwers  them  with  the  appointment  of  half  a  dozen 
new  commiffioners,  with  a  falary  of  one  thoufand  pounds  per 
ann.  each,  befides  the  expence  of  a  large  houfe,  houfekeepers. 
Sec.  and  a  new  eftabliihment  of  every  kind ;  every  part  €£ 
which  expence  might  have  been  avoided,  and  the  public  nt 
leaft  as  well  and  more  fatisfa£tority  ferved  by  a  committee  cf 
this  Houfe,  as  propofed  by  the  right  honourable* genlensan**^ 
I  allow  it  was  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  grcateft  lawyers,  and 
of  the  greateft  parliamentary  authority  at  that  time,  that  the 
appointment  could  not  be  lawfully  made;  that  the  Com- 
mons of  .England  were  alone  intruded  with  the  purfe  of  the 
people,  and  they  had  no  right  to  delegate  that  truft  to  any 
other  perfons,  and  it  thxxft  appear  to  every  body  that  they 
canifot  or  ought  not  to  have  fuch  right,  as  there  is  not  a  man 
in  this  Houfe  who  would  fufFer  his  fteward  to  put  his  affiurs 
into  the  hands  of  any  other  perfon^  without  his  confent* 

When  the  noble  Lord  named  his  commiflioners,  he  began 
with  an  of&cer  of  the  army,  of  high  rank  and  great  repiKa« 
tton,  but  one  who  had  a  long  account  of  his  owa  to  fettle  with 
the  public ;  but  the  known  honour  and  integerity  of  riiat 
gentleman,  aflifted  with  the  intereft  of  the  noble  Lord,  orer- 
ruled  the  objcdion.  The  next  gentlemen  propofed,  by  A^ 
noble  Lord  were  two  Mafters  in  Chancery^    It  was  remark* 
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ed,  that  thefc  gentlemen,  in  their  own  dcpartnaents,  were  not 
much  accuftomed  to  accelerate  buiinefs ;  but  it  was  anfwered^ 
that  they  would  have  fufficient  Icifurc  during  the  fuuimer  va- 
cation to  attend  to  this  great  hufinefs,  arid  much  might  be 
done  in  a  few  months,  and  indeed  much  ought  to  be 
done,  as  the  commilTion  was  to  laft  only  one  year.  Prefura*- 
ing  therefore,  ^hat  much  has  been  done,  I  mean  to  move 
•*  that  they  now  report  a  progrcfs  to  the  Houfe ;"  a  propofi-' 
tion  which  I  think  cannot  be  refufed  by  the  noble  Lord  :  for 
in  the  laft  week  in  the  laft  feflion,  I  gave  notice  that  I  meant 
to  propofe  that  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  fhould  be  appointed 
to  fuperintend  the  commiilioners  of  public  accounts. 

The  noble  Lord  at  thattime  faid  the  motion  was  tmnecef* 
fary^  for  they  w6re  always  amenable  to  the  call  of  the  Houie^ 
and  they  might  require  a  report  of  their  proofs  whenever 
diey  pleafed.  I  therefore  hope  the  Hoqfe  will  think  proper 
to  etercife  that  power  at  this;  time,  not  only  to  be  informed 
what  progrefii  they  have  made,  bat  alfo  as  it  may  be  fome 
guide  to  direft  us  in  the  making  our  future  grants.  The  collie*- 
mtttee  of  fuppty  fat  yefterday  for  the  firft  time,  when  the  ge- 
neral proportion  only  was  agitated,  that  a  fupply  be  granted 
to  his  Majefty ;  hot  when  the  fpecific  ones  come  under  coo* 
fideration,  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  us  to  look  back  to  the  appro- 
priation  laft  year  of  the  different  fums  that  will  now  be  re- 
quired for  the  fame  purpofes ;  and  how  far  it  may  be  right  to 
rnlarge  or  diminifh  our  grants ;  for  thefe  reafons,  he  faid,  he 
then  moved, 

^^  That  the  commifiioners  of  the  public  accounts  do  forth- 
IviA  report  a  progrefs  to  this  Houfe.** 

The  above  motion  was  agreed  to  nedfi.  con. 

Sir  Philip  then  defired  to  know  at  what  hour  it  was  to  be 
vnderftood  the  fpeaker  was  to  take  the  chair,  or  at  what  hour 
fuUic  buiioefa  was  to  be  entered  upon  j  let  it  be  three  o'clock^ 
pr  half  after  three  or  four^  but  let  the  hour  be  fixed. 

Sir  Jofepb  Afawbey  again  fupported  Sir  Philip,  infifting,  ci-  Shjwfcfk 
thcr  that  a  later  hour,  as  one  or  twelve,  be  appointed  for  the  ^^«'*sr* 
adjournments,  or  that  fome^hour  (hould  be  fixed  for  the  orders 
pf  the  day;  being  read,     tit  feemed  to  wait  for  fome  reply 
from 

The  Speaker,  who  faid,  that  for  his  own  part  he  had  not  a  Mr.S^sk 
Wiftl  one  way  or  the  other,  he  would  be  direfted  by  the 
Houfe ;  at  the  fame  time  he  obfcrved,  that  the  ncceflity  of 

meeting 
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meeting  was  not  always  the  fame,  that,  according  to  circom- 
fiances,  there  might  be  a  latitude  of  meeting  early  or  late. 
txtCbsrlii       Sir  Charles  Bunhury  obferved,  that  no  particular  hoar  could 
Muaburj.     j^g  f^xtA  for  reading  the  orders  of  the  day,  for  that  would  de- 
pend on  the  time  taken  up  by  the  private  bufinefs.     He  con- 
ceived, that  the  reafon  why  the  Houfe  met  at  fo  late  an  hoar, 
was  the  neccffity  the  fervants  of  the  crown  were  under  of  at- 
tending other  buiinefs  in  the  early  part  of  the  day ;  yet  he 
was  for  fixing  the  hour  of  adjournment  not  at  nine  or  ten^ 
but  twelve  or  one. 
Sir  George       Sir  G.  Tinge  obferved,  that  an  alteration  in  the  nominal 
TgHie.        iiQ^jj.  Qf  meeting  was  of  no  manner  of  confequence,  but  he 
wifhed  an  hour  might  be  fixed  for  the  orders  of  the  Houie 
being  moved. 
Mr.  Charles      Mr.  Charles  yenktnfon  faid,  it  was  not  a  regard  to  the  con* 
Jenkhftm.     venicnce  of  mmiftry  only  that  delayed  the  meeting  of  the 
Houfe ;  lawyers,  merchants,  and  other  men  of  buiinefs,  were 
employed  in  the  forenoon  in  private  buiinefs^  and  could  not 
attend  that  of  the  public. 

A  converfation  of  this  kind  was  continued  for  fome 
time;  but  a  motion  having  been  made  and  feconded^  that 
the  Houfe  do  adjourn,  it  was  carried  without  a  diviiion. 


iThe  Report  of  the  Commifftiners  for  examining^  talingj  andjiaiimg 
the  public  Accounts  of  this  Kingdom^  to  the  honourable  the  Ilom/i 
of  Commons  J  in  purfuance  of  an  order  dated  the  kOth  of  iV#* 
y  ember  ^  1780. 

To  the  honourable  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgeflet  in 
Parliament  aflembled. 

In  obedience  to  an  order  of  this  honourable  Houfe,  bearing 
date  the  lOth  November  inftant,  "  That  the  commiflioners 
appointed  by  an  aft,  palTed  in  the  laft  fe/Iion  of  parliaroenr*. 
for  examining,  taking,  and  ftating  the  public  accounts  of  this 
kingdom,  do  forthwith  report  to  this  Houfe  what  progreft 
they  have  made  therein  ;'* 

We  report,  That  as  foon  as  the  aft,  by  which  we  were  con- 
ftituted,  was  paffed,  and  a  proper  place  for  our  reception 
could  be  provided,  we  entered  upon  the  execution  of  the  aft  ; 
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and  after  the  neceiTary  arrangeaients  of  office  and  fornix  of 
proceeding  wCre  fettled,  we,  in  the  firft  place,  in  obedience  to 
the  exprels  direftions  of  the  a£l,  made  ufe  of  all  the  neceflary 
mean's  for  coming  at  a  knowledge  of  the  names  of  ail  perfons 
in  the  receipt  of  public  money,  or  to  whom  public  money  un- 
accounted for  had  been  iifued,  that  we  might  dirtSt  precepts 
for  an  .account  of  the  balances  in  their  hands,  in  order  to 
examine  what  part  thereof  might  be  applied  to  the  public 
fervice. 

From  time  to  time,  as  fuch  information  (not  procured 
without  difficulty,  nor  without  delay)  has  been  obtained,  we 
have  ifTued  precepts  in  confequence  thereof,  to  which,  for 
the  moft  part,  returns  have  been  made.  We  have  received 
accouhts  of  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers  general 
of  the  land  tax,  and  of  the  reprefentatives  of  thofc  who  are 
de^ ;  of  the  different  treafurers  and  reprefentatives  of  trea- 
furers  of  the  navy,  whofe  accounts' are  unfetrled  ;  of  the  dif- 
ferent paymafters,  and  reprefentatives  of  paymaflers,  of  his 
Majefly's  forces,  whofe  accounts  are  unfettled ;  and  of  various 
other  claiTes  of  public  accountants ;  reports  of  which  will  be 
made  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  ia 
purfuance  of  the  dire£lions  of  the  a£l,  as  foon  as  fuch  exami-r 
nations  have  been  taken  as  are  neceiTary  to  enable  us  to  judge 
what  part  of  thofe  balances  may  be  immediately  taken  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  public  accountants,  and  applied  to  the  public 
fervice.  r 

We  began  thefe  enquiries  with  the  receivers  general  of  the 
land  tax,  of  whom  we  have  examined  as  many  as  we  thought 
neceflfary,  not  only  as  to  the  public  money  in  their  hands,  biit , 
alfo  as  to  the  mode  of  collecting,  receiving,  paying  in,  and 
accounting  for,  the  taxes  received  by  them.  Upon  the  firft 
part  of  this  enqiry,  namely,  as  to  the  public  money  in  their 
hands,  we  are  preparing  a  report,  which  we  hope  will  be  fooo 
ready  to  be  prefented.  ^  . 

As  the  excife  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  branches  of 
the  public  revenue,  we  have  examined  feveral  of  the  officers 
in  its  different  departments,  as  well  to  be  informed  of^lhe 
'  mode  and  manner  in  which  it  is  colle£led  and  paid  in,  as  to 
enable  us  to  judge  with  what  comparative  expence,  efficacy, 
and  djfpatch,  the  land  tax  is  collefted  and  paid  into  the  Ex- 
chequer, ' 

The  returns  of  balances  from  the  treafurers  of  the  navy, 
whofe  names  as  public  accountants  (land  firft  in  the  general 

cefcificaio 
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,  certificate  of  accounts  depending  in  the  office  of  the  auditor 
of  the  impreft,  are  now  under  our  coniideration«  We  kave 
examined  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  Temple,  reprefentati?e 
of  the  late  George  Grenville,  e(q.  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Vifcount  Barrington ;  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vifcount  Howe ; 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Baronet,  reprefentatives  of  the  late  Sir 
'Gilbert  Elliot,  Baronet ;  and  the  Right  Hon.  Welbore  Ellk ; 
and  we  are  now  collecting  fuch  other  information  as  maj 
enable  us  to  report  upon  the  balances  refpeflively  in  their 
hatids. 

In  the  execution  of  the  truft  vefted  in  ug,  we  have  proceed* 
ed  with  as  much  expedition  as  we  found  coniiftent  with  the 
difficulty  aud  importance  of  the  objeAs  before  us,  and  an  »« 
%St  and  impartial  attention  to  the  interefts  of  the  public,  and 
the  rights  of  individuals. 

A  commiflion  of  accounts,  to  the  extent  and  for  the  pnr* 
pofes  exprelTed  in  the  z&,  is  not  an  ordinary  inftitutlon  ;  andT 
We  have  been  obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  the  fnggeftioM 
of  our  own  underftandings,  unaffifted  either  by  the  lights  ci 
our  anceftors  or  the  experience  of  cotemporaries.  A  refer- 
ence to  the  minutes  of  our  proceedings,  will,  if  called  for^ 
ihew  that  we  have  at  leaft  been  diligent  and  perlevering. 


Guy  Carletok,  (L.  S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PlGGOTT,  (L.  S.) 

Richard  Nsave,  (L.  S.) 

Samuel  Bjeachcroft,  (L.  S.) 

George  Drummond.  (L.  S.) 
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An  Account  of  the  Grofs  and  Nett  Produce  of  the  LAND-TAX,  for  the 
lafi  Foiur  Tears  as  far  as  the  fame  <:an  he  made  up,  viz,  from  the 
Tear  it  74.  to  the  Tear  1777,  inclu^ve,  dijiingu'tjhing  each  Tear ;  with" 
in  the  Divijion  of  fames  Wefi^  Efq*  one  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Court  oj 
Exchequer.  «774»         is,  per  pound. 

Counties.             .      ,  Grofs  charge.  Nett  produce. 

£.        s.    d.  £.        s.  d. 

Bedford    -.----    11,416     2     5  J  ^0,839     9  if 

Berks    ------  30,632  19     6|  39,808     2  loi 

BiiPks    - >    -JS'3S7     6  loi  34,405     s  8| 

Cambridge     -    -    -    -      24,515  12     3|  23,855     9  ixj 

Cornwall    -----  23,957     5   io|  23,312     4  o. 
Cumberland  and  Weft- 

moicland     -     -    -    -     5,069    6    6}  4»932  '^  7l 

Bevon    -    -    - 61,937  13     o  60,269  '7  5l 

Dorfet    ^    -    -    -    ^  -  24»8o9  18    4J  ^  24,038  14  6' 

Eifex    *-•---  67,049    6  loi  ^5)244    Q  8 

Glo&cefter  ------  35,478  14  io|  34>$"     o  4 

Hereford    -    -    -    -    ^  I5>307     7  ui  I4>803     6  ,  7J 

Hertford     --.'.-.   ^1,712     o     4I  30,845  19  cj 

Huntingdon     -----   11,622   18     9  1I9309  19  8 

Kent 6i»9i4  19  i^i  69,247  16  6f 

Lancafter iS»74S     3     S  'S'S^i     4  ^i 

Liecefter     -     -    .     -       -    26,013  16     9J  ^S>3'3     7  6j 
London,  Wcfbninfter 

and  Middlcfex                 22I9544  lO    oi  21X9^78  19  4f 

Norfolk     ------    63,233     o     5*  6i,C30     7  5I 

Northampton  and  Rutland   39,899  16     9  J  38,825     9  5 J 

Oxford     ------    29,041     6  loj  28,243  19  J  J 

SnJop    -----     •     *x»793    o    ol  21,206    3  7I 

Somerfet 54>3So     7     3!  52,752  10  2| 

Southampton     -     -     -     -    41,205   13     5f  40,096     2  9 

Stafford 20,340  17     8|  '9»79^     3  8| 

Suftblk    -    -    -    .    -    -    55»i32  18    6|  5396^8    7  8 J 

^Surrey     -     -     .     .     -     -   49,599  15     4!  48,264    4  3, 

Sulfex     -.--.-     -    45,026  14     8|  43>5h    ^  3s 
Wljitehall  and  St.  James's 

Paliiccs ^3,065  14     8J  22,444  13  |i 

Warwick 20,842     o     3  29,038  15  2 

Wilts 38,743     5     9i  37,700     I  6f 

Worceiler      -      -     -      -      2C,i86  ic     2|  24,334  '^  ^^| 

York     -     -    -    -    -     -     68,626  |§  II  66,691     9  7 

Durham  and  NoithumK       18,861  <i3     9  18,259  16  ii| 

Infupers  returned,  and    19338,043  11   lo^  1,3011282     3  lof 
given  in  charge,  to 
be   levied    by    the 

ihcriffii            — *-.                ^ — -^  751  13  4J 

'^°,*?^*    ^^7:77    ,  ;f'  '1338,043  II  IC  J  1,30*1034^7  *i 

VoL.XVIIL                        K  ' 
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Counties*  Grots  charge.  Nett  produce. 

£.     s.     d*  £.      J.     d^ 

Bedford    -    ...  ^   -  -  21,416 

Berks 

Bucks 

Cambridge 24,5^5  ^*     ik  ^h^H  *^     ^ 

Cornwall *3i9S7     6    ij  23,312     4     4.I 

Cumberland  and  Wefl- 

moreland 5*069    6    6|  4>932  ^^     7{ 


21,416      2       tl  20,830      9       l| 

30,632  10    6|  29,808     3  zo| 

35»357    6  io|  34,405     i     8| 


Devon -    61,039  13     oj  60,271   16     4^ 

Dorfet 34»o09  18    4}  24,038     5 

EiTcx 67,040     8  io|  65,244     o 


Glouceftcr 35,478  11     s|  34,^23     5 

Hereford ij>307     90  Hi^QS     S  6 

Hertford 3i>7**    o  4f  30»77i  la  61 

Huntingdon 11,622  18     9  1I9309  iq  8 

Kent    - 61,914  19  ni  60,247  *^  6f 

Lancafter i5>745     3     5  i5»3*i     4  *t 

Leicefter 26,018  16  9J  25,318    4  xo| 

Loiidoa,  Wcftminfter, 

and  Middlefex    -     -    -  221,544  10  oj  215,578  19  4J 

Norfolk   -      .    -    -    -    -63,238    o    7i  ^^»535     4  ^' 

Nonhampton  and  Rutland  39,897  16    9i  38,683     3  8{ 

Oxford 29,041     6  io|  28,242  .8  i\ 

Salop 21,793     o  Ox  21,206     3  7J 

Somerfct S3»35S     4  ^^f  52,680  19  3 

Southampton    -     -      -  -  41,205   16  6i  40,096     5  10 

Stafford 20,340  17     8t  .  19,793     3  8{ 

Suffolk 55*132  18  8i  53,648     7  lol 

Surrey 49*599  ^5  41  4^1^53     J  9I 

Suflex 45»Q26  16    6J  43,814     o  ij 

Whitehall  and  St.  James's 

Palaces  - 23,06;  14     8^  22444  13  iJ 

Warwick    -    -     -   -    -    -  20,842     6     2  29,038  15  i 

Wilts   - 3^»743     5  9i  37'7oo     i  6J 

Worcefter    -     -    -    ,     -  2C,i86  15  2|  24,386  18  iij 

York 68,622     61  66,774  10  8| 

Durham  and  North um^  - 

berland 18,861   13  9  18,262  14  3} 

1,338,048  19  9|  1,301,045     2  3I 
Infupers  returned,  and 
given  in  charge,  to 
be    levied    by    the 

Iheriffs --  1,001  13  j| 

_                    .    i»338,048  19  9I  1,302,046x5  6f 


A.  1780.  D    E    B    A    T 

1776. 

Counties.  Grofs  charge. 

£.    s.  d. 

Bedford     ...       -  28,554  16  oj 

Berks    -        -    -       -      -  40*843  19  5 

Bucks 47>i4^  19  ^i 

Cambndge     -     .    -      -  32*700     3  o 

Cornwall 3i>943     ^  ^t 

Cumberland  and  Weft- 

moreland     -     -    -     -  ^»7S9    *  ^i 

Devon 82,583  13  I 

Dorfet       .   ,    -       -      -  j3*o79  18  i 

Effex       -      .       ...  89,399     5  2 

Glouceftcr       ...    *  47>3i3  ^S  ^J 

.Hereford      ....  20,409  19  i| 

Hertford     -        ".    •      *  4^**82  13  10 

Huntingdon    -    -     _•   •  iS>497     S  ® 

Kent    .     •      -        -      -  82,553     ^  9 

Lancafter    ....  20,003     5  *i 

Leicefter       -      -      -     -  34,085     2  4 
London,    WeAminfler, 

and  Middlefei    -    -    -  205,392  13  4* 

Norfolk       ....  84,310  12  3! 

Northampton  and  Rutland  Sh^91     ^  44 

Oxford      -      -        -       -  38,723  17  lof 

Salop       -       -        .        -  29,058  12  ii| 

Somerfet      ....  72,478     8  3 

Southampton       ...  54,941     8  2% 

Stafford       -       -       .     -  27,121     3  7 

Suffolk 73*510  10  6 

Surrey       -         ...  66,133    ®  ^ 

Suffcx       ....  60,050    4  10 
Whitehall  and  St.  James's 

Palaces      -    .      -       .  30,754     6  3 

Warwick   -        ...  39,789  ic  o 

Wilts S^»^i7  ^^     ' 

Woicefter      ...  33,582  6  11 

York       ...         .  91,495  19  iij 
Durham  and  Noithum- 

berland     -        -  -  25,148  15  loj 

1,784,088  19    9 
Infupers  returned,  &nd 
given  in  charge,  to 
DC   levied    by  the 
flieriffs 

II     p 

1,784,088 19  9 

K2 


£    S. 

4J.  per  Found. 

Nett  produce. 
I.        s.     d. 

27,785  18  5i 

39»744  3  7i 

45*873  II  a 

31,819  12  8 

31,082  18  6 

6,577  2    if 
80,264  4  7 
32,052  14  ii| 

86,902  O  2i 
45,082  12  lOf 
19,860   7  II 

4i,«44  3  3. 

15*079  19  3f 

80,330  8  6^ 

20,427  19  7 

33»75»  3  »t 


37*587 
28,276 


287,438  12  4^ 
82,040  7  lof 
51,764  13  8 
'^  4  3f 
4  0| 
70,331  10  74 
53,462  o  zi 
26,390  f*7  loj 
7'*53»  ^  5 
64*235  9  4i 
58,433  5  S 

29,916  4  o 
38,718  6  ii| 
50,266  16  6J 
52,678  I  8 
89,032  6  o{ 


^4*47' 


6i 


1*735*353  15  i»f 

714  10  9i 
1,736,068  6  9i 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  i7»o. 

X777«     48.  per  pound. 

Counties                    Grols  charge.  Nctt  produce. 

£.    s.      J.  £.  s. 

Bedford     ....     2&,<;s4  16    oj  i?*?^?  »8 

Berks       .      .        -      ,  -    404843  »9     S  39*599  " 

Bucks      ....    47,142  II     81  45»W73     5 

Cambridge      -        -        -     ^i.'joo     3     o  3^^W  »* 

Cornwall       -         -        -     31,943     ^     7i  3^^83     ^     <^ 
Cumberland  and  Weft- 

morekmd      -       -        -      6,759     ^     oj  6,577     2     i 

Devon      -        -        -      .    82.583  10    9  80,359  16     5* 

Dorfct        .       .        -     .     53»o79  ^8     i  J^'^5^  ^4  "f 

Etfex         ....    89,399     5     1  86092  o     2f 

Glouccfter         -      •      -    47,319    o     2\  4S»^5  '^     '• 

Hereford         ...     20,409  19    9  19,860  8     6J 

Hertford          -         -        -    42*282   13  10  4'»H4     3     3. 

Huntingdon       -     -       -     1 5^497     5    ^  iS»079  ^9     3} 

Kent     ....    82,553     6    9  80,330  8    6t 

Lancafter        -         -       -     20,953     5     i§  20,273     8  10 

Lciccfler        .          -       -     34,685     2     4  33,751     3     if 
London,   WcftminftcE, 

and  Middlefex                 295»392  13    4i  ^87,438  12     4* 

Norfolk      ..       -     -      -    84,310  12     3I  82,044    7  ro| 

Northampton  and  Rutland   53,199  12    4I  5^767     *     5 

O:.ford      ....     38,726     7  xoA  37,551  13   loi 

Salop       ....    29,058  12  III  28,222     I     8 

Somerfct      -  ^    -       -     -    72,478     7     31  70,392  16     4^ 

Southampton      ...     54,941     o     i|  53,461  12     3 

Sta^rd      -         .      -      -     27,121     3     7  26,390  17  lof 

Suffolk       ...    7j,5io  10    6  71*53^     ^     5 

Surrey       ...    66,133    o    6  63,789    2     4 

Suflfex      ...    60,050    4  10  5^>4'33     5     5 
Whitehall  and  St.  James's 

Palaces                               3^,754     6     3  29,926     4    o 
Warwick        ...     39,789  ir     o  38,718  6  ii| 
Wilts            -         -         -     519657  16     I  50,266  16     6t 
Worccfter      ...     33,582     6  11  32,390     8     6 
York         ....    91,506     I     o|  89,042     I   10 
Durham  and  Northum- 
berland               -        -    25,148  15  loj  "  24,471  12     6J 

Ihrupers  returned,  add     2,784,108     8     8 J  1j734,ii2     7     3 J 
given  in  charge,  to 
be   levied     by   the 

Iheriffs               •        .        .        .        .  2009  16    4 

1,784.108    8    8J  1,736,122     3     7j 

Offit*  fdr  Taxes,  Ftbruiry  the  i9eh,  1780 —  This  account  wat  received  from 
Janet  Weft,  £fq*  one  of  the  auditort  of  the  Court  of  £jiche^uer. — It  could 

not  be  made  up  to  a  later  pcHod,  at  there  are  ftill  arreara  oucftanding  in  the 
«0IMitrjr  for  v^  778.          Cr,  Rlghy,  G^rge  Blount,  J,  EgmeSf  G,  Heatbcote, 


A.  i7?o,  DEBATES. 


An  Jcconnt  of  what  Arrears  of  Land  Taxes  wen  Jlanding  out  at  Leufy 
Day  J  1779  ;  «^'/A  tke  names  of  the  rrfpeBive  Receivers  in  wbofc  ha*  is 
the  fend  Arrean  remain^  and  urfjat  proceedings  have  been  had  to  compel 
the  faymefit  tbeteo/m 

Counties.  Receivers.  Ttxei.  An.  tt  L.  D.  1779. 

3.  4s.  .^id  1695         1,047     9    O 
Chcftcr,  (i)  Morgan  Whitley       4.  4s.  Aid  1696        4,7^4  17     7^ 

3«.  ift  and  Sub.  1697         2,314     9  loj 

4.  4s.  Aid   1696         2,133     5     5f 
Wales,         Do.         -             3«.  itt  and  Sub.   1697         8,477     O     2| 

2.  3s.  Aid  1698  6,265  10  4| 

Norfolk,  (2)  Aug.  Briggs    3s.  ift.  and  Sab.  1697  1,477  ^^  '<> 

2.  38.  Aid  1698  5,334  17  o{ 

Cambridge,  (3)  John  Mafon     •    2.  3s.  Aid  1698  754    2  iQ 

Somcrfer,  (4)  George  Dixon      10.  4s.  Aid  1707  20,422     6  o 

.  Lincoln,  (5)  Wm.  Cawtborpc      9.  4s  Aid  1706  4,459  16  af 


Proceedings  and  Ohfctvations. 

(r)  This  receiver's  eftates  wcr^  extended  ;  he  died  in  prifon,  and  his 
fureties  compounded  by  aft  of  Parliament* 

(2)  This  receiver's  eflates  were  extended  ;  he  died  in  prifoo,  and 
his  fureties  compounded  by  aft  of  Pirrliament. 

(3)  This  receiver  died  infolvent,  and  bis  fureties  compoanded  by 
aft  of  Parliament. 

(4)  The  appeal  which  was  many  years  ago  depending  before  the 
Houie  of  Lords,  touching  the  debt  due  from  Mr,  Charles  Mafon  to 
Sir  Biby  Lake  and  Mr.  Newell,  who  was  frcurity  for  this  receiver, 
was  detecmined  in  favour  of  the  crown  ;  but  the  mortgage  to  the  late 
Sir  Biby  Lake  being  prior  to  the  crown's  debt,  the  mortgage  money 
was  to  be  firft  paid ;  the  eftate  has  been  fince  fold,  and  has  not  been 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  mortgage,  and  therefore  we  apprehend  there  it 
nothing  left  for  the  payment  of  the  crown  debt. 

(5)  This  receiver  died  infblvent ;  his  fureties  were  profccuted,  bat 
nothing  recovered. 

*  Leicefter 


•\ 
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Countiet.               RflCftlftft.                                   Ttttt  Arr.  fttL»1l.^ 

Leiceilery  (6)  Beo,  Blandell         7.  3s.  Aid  1719  5a  j    O  ■  t 

8.  31,  Aid  1710  la^MS  15  I 
Hertford,  (7)  Jonathan  Smart        8.  %.    Aid  17^4  f^soa  1511 

9.  as.  Aid  ijis  5,445    a  t 
D<irham,    "i 

York  and    [(8)  Cha.  Wilkinfon  lo.  as.  Aid  I7a6  3,856    t   i 

Northum.  -* 

Norfolk,  No.  (9)  AViliam  Paccj     10.  as.  Aid  .I7a6  .     72H    5   0 

Wales,  No.  (10)  John  Meredith  ii.  3s.  Aid  I7a9  3«aaa    o  0 

II.  as.  Aid  1730  5»568  is   0 

e  /r      /     \  Nicholai  Dec  and  I     ..         a-->  •*-.-  -.^x     -. 

Suffcx,(ii)  gj^^^jD^^        J    II.  as  Aid  173s  336    00 

Proceedings  and  Obfirvatiom 

(6)  There  Is  nothing  farther  to  be  expcAed  from  this  recciyeifs^  I 

his  fccurity's  cfFeAs 


(7)  Mr.  Smart  the  receiver  being  long  fince  dead,  the  fuir  j 
was  then  depending,  touching  his  eftate  and  -efFefts,  abated  thcirii] 
and  letters  of  adminiftratioi\  were  granted  for  the  ufc  of  the  ocova 
and  his  only  Ton  and  heir,  which  was  then  in  India,  dying  fooo  afti 
a  bill  of  revivor  was  filed,  for  reviving  that  fuit;  there  was  a  reeain 
appointed  by  the  court  of  Exchequer  upon  the  eftate,  which  was  fa 
fmall,  ill-tenanted,  and  pairt  of  it  had  been  often  in  hand,  ibthatfilri 
was  produced  from  it ;  and  his  fecurities  have  been  many  years  da 
infolvent. 

(8)  The  eftates  and  effefts  of  this  receiver  were  vefte^  in  trail 
for  the  ufe  of  the  crown,  and  great  fums  have  been  paid  into  thaS 
chequer  ;  and  there  is  a  fmall  eftate  remaining,  upon  which  theia  p 
receiver  appointed,  who  pays  the  profiu  annually  in  fatisfafltioc^  i 
lUe  crown  debt.  '    '    '  \ 

(9)  The  receiver  left  an  eftate  in  Ireland,  for  the  fale  of  whicfc 
was  thought  neceifary  to  obtain  a  decree  in  the  court  of  £xdba|l 
there,  and  a  fuit  was  commenced  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  by  reafiMJ 
the  many  prior  incumbrances,  it  was  found  impra&icable  to  : 
any  part  of  the  debt. 

(10)  Extents  have  been  ilTued,  and  feveral  fums  raifed ;  but 
more  is  expe£ted. 

(11)  Greateft  part  of  the  eftates  of  th^fe  receivers  have  beea  fit 
and  the  purchafe  money  paid  into  the  Exch^quer^  and  nothing  fiirfll 
expefied  to  be  received. 


A.  1780.  DEBATE    S.  71 

Devon,  (12)  Ethcrcld  Davcy         17.  as.  Aid  1735  1,881     9  3 

.Wales,  No.  (13)  James  Bull    -    19.  4s.  Aid  1741  4,176    o  O 

Huntinedon,  (14)  Phil.  Chapman  24.  43.  Aid  1746  2,322     9  '5^ 

Wales,  No.  (1$)  Richard  Lewis  ic.  4s.  Aid  1747  268  10  9  . 

Southampton,  (16)  Jno.  Sheppard  2o.  4s.  Aid  1748  I1219  14  o 

27.  4    Aid  1749  S>«oo    5  o 
Wales  So.  (17)  Wm.  Williams    21.  28.  Aid  1755  189    o  o 

28.  4.  Aid  1756  360    o    o 

29.  4.  Aid  1757       4,826    4    4    > 

30.  4.  Aid  1758       2,509    o    o 

Proceedings  afU^Obfervations. 

(12)  There  was  a  prior  extent  fued  out  by  the  commiffioners  of 
cuftoms,  who  took  poliefGon  of  the  receiver's  eftates,  which  werejn* 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  debt  due  to  the  cuftoms. 

(13)  The  eftates  and  efFe£ls  of  this  receiver  were  afligned  to  a  tni* 
ftee,  and  fold,  for  raiilng  money  for  fatisfadton  of  the  croirn  debt ; 
feveral  fums  of  money  have  been  paid  into  the  Exchequer  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  fale^  but  nothing  more  can  be  received. 

(14)  Upon  this  receiver's  failing,  extents  were  iifued  agaioft  him, 
upon  which  his  perfon  was  fecured,  and  all  his  eftate  and  effeds,  which 
could  be  difcoverd,  feized,  feveral  fums  have  been  raifed  thereonf, 
and  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  and  his  fureties  have  iince  compounded 
by  zGt  of  Parliament. 

(15)  Procefs  went  againft  this  receiver  into  Wales,  which  never 
could  be  got  executed. 

(16)  Upon  this  receiver's  failing,  a  writ'of  Diem  claujtt  extremum 
iffued  againft  Edward  Hooker,  one  of  his  fureties,  and  afterwards  ex- 
tents againft  himfetf ;  wereupon  he  and  his  other  fecurity,  Francis 
Sheppard,  conveyed  their  eftates  to  William  Yeldham,  Efq.  a  truftee 
for  the'  crown ;  and  all  the  receiver's  eftates  have  been  fold,  from 
whence,  and  alfo  from  the  eiFeAs  of  the  faid  Hooker,  many  thoufand 
pounds  have  been  paid  into  the  Exchequer ;  but  nothing  more  can  be 
received.  -, 

(17)  This  receiver  has  been  dead  many  years,  and  his  fecuritiesliave 
obtained  an  aft  of  Parliament  for  compounding  the  debt  due  to  the 
crown ;  and  a  cafe  is  now  before  his  Majefty's  .attorney  general,  for 
his  opinion  how  to  proceed  io  the  moft  effectual  and  fpeedy  mamier, 
for  recovering  the  mooey. 

Wales,  So. 
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CoisBtiet«                   lUctivert.                            Tbbu.  Arr.  aft  I*  D.  177^ 

Wales,  So.  (18)  Leo.  Bel.  Gwyn  40.  41.  AaA  1776  14,160    o    0 

Stoffoid,  (19)  Jamc8  Bailey         35-  4s-  Aid  1763  383  15    o 

36.  4s.  Aid  1764  2,354  19 

Hereford,  (20)  Tho.  Lane      -    37.  4s.  Aid  1765  1,920    o 

38.  4s.  Aid  1766  11,886   13    9I 

15.  3*.  Aid  1767  8,121    12     1' 

Suffolk,  Pt.  (21)  Miles  Wallis    22.  3s.  Aid  1775  19,230  18    2 


I 


Proceedings  and  Obfervatlons, 

(18)  This  receiver's  eftates  arc  agreed  to  be  made  over  to  trailecs, 
to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  in  fatisfaAion  of  the  crown  debt, 
or  to  fell  the  fame,  if  it  mould  be  fonnd  neceflary.  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  if  thefe  accounts  were  pafled,  there  would  be  a  dedaAioo  of  up 
Wards  of  69OOP  I.  paid  to  the  militia. 

(19)  Several  fums  of  money  have  been  paid  on  this  receiver's  ic- 
counts :  a  decree  of  the  court  of  Chancery  was  obtained  for  the  fale  of 
his  eftates,  under  Which  they  have  been  aduatly  fold ;  the  inoncy  ii 
ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  purchafer  into  the  bank,  with  the  privity  of 
the  accomptant  general,  and  the  crown  is  direfted  to  be  paid  out  0/  it. 

(20)  This  receiver's  eftatc  was  extended,  and  the  court  of  Exchcquct 
has  appointed  a  receiver,  who  paiTesrliis  accounts  annually,  and  pays 
the  balance  into  the  Exchequer  in  diminution  of  this  debt.  It  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  if  thefe  accounts  were  palTcd,  there  would  be  a  deduc- 
tion of  8000 1.  paid  to  the  militia. 

(21)  This  receiver  died  infolvent;  but  his  fureties  have,  fince  hit 
death,  paid  large  fums  of  money,  and,  from  the  fufficiency  of  their 
property,  we  are  confident  the  whole  arrears  will  be  paid  by  tbem* 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  if  thefe  accounts  were  pafled,  there  woxild  be 
a  deduflion  of  2,968!.  is.  6d.  for  militia  payments,  furveyors*  fala- 
ries,  poundage  and  other  articles. 


Office  for  Taxes, 
Feb.  29,  lySo^ 
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that  of  a  ftate  whofe  principles  and  maxtms  of  govern- 
inent  and  of  religion,  were  in  every  inftancc  contradic- 
tory to  their  own. 

That  it  was  now  no  qucftion  about  independencT  aod 
allegiance :  Great  Britain  could  not  at  this  inftant  or  time 
cive  independence  to  America,  nor  could  America  rfr- 
Sore  herfelf  to  Great  Britain.— —Whoever  wifhed  well 
either  to  Great  Britain  or  America,  muft  try  to  reftoie 
them  to  each  other,  as  the  fureft  means  of  preferring 
both.  That  the  Houie  was  no  longer  to  be  blinded  by  die 
fpecious  parade  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  for  the  obgeft 
of  hoftility  was  avowedly  upon  record  :  and  France  made 
no  fcruple  of  inviting  Canada  to  withdraw  her  allegi- 
ance,  and  of  proroifing  the  whole  force  of  France  to 
alHft  in  accomplifhing  this  objefl,  as  (in  the  words  in 
which  the  declaration,  lately  publifhed,  ftated  it)  a  frj 
fondition  of  the  alliance  between  France  and  Amcrifo. 

It  was  evident,  faid  he,  that  if  this  was  the  aftnal  fitoa- 
tion  of  things,  it  could  never  remain  as  it  then  flood.  Yoa 
muft  puflii  the  war,  or  yon  muft  fue  for  peace ;  it  woold 
be  ridiculous  to  fue  for  peace,  without  iirft  having  made 
vigorous  preparations  for  war.  If  you  did,  what  termi 
could  you  expeft  from  an  infolent  and  a  haushty  enemy } 
Would  you  make  peace  whilft  America  was  kft  under  thp 
controul  of  a  French  army? — Would  you  agree  to  give 
up  a  fhare  of  your  Newfoundland  fiflieries,  and  a  mo- 
nopoly of  your  trade  to  France  ?  And  if  you  did,  what  would 
be  the  fate  of  your  Weft-India  iflands,  of  your  nnrfery 
for  feamen,  of  your  navy  itfelf?  And  what  would  become 
of  your  extenfive  territories,  and  of  your  rich  fettlementi 
in  the  Eaft- Indies,  which  conftituted  fo  material  a  part 
of  the  empire  of  Great  Britain  ? — If  no  man  bom  a 
Briton,  and  feeling  the  principles  of  aiFcd^ion  to  his  coon- 
try,  which  he  truiied  were  common  to  that  audience,  the 
alternative  was  obvious — you  had  no  choice  left — you  muft 
withftand  the  attack — you  had  hitherto  withftood  it  un- 
der Providence,  by  the  bravery  and  Ipirit  of  Sir  Geoige 
Rodney — by  the  vigilance  of  General  Vaughan-— by  ue 
gallant  defence  of  General  Prevoft,  who,  in  an  open  and 
defcncelefs  country,  had  withftood  the  combined  forces  of 
France  and  America — by  the  gallant  conduA  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  which  put  us  into  poffcflion  of  Charles  Town,  and 
the  whole  fouthern  army  under  Mr*  Lincoln"— by  the  late 

brilliant 
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brilliant  vidory  of  Lord  Comwallis,  brilliant  for  the  dc- 

lign  of  the  attack,  for  the  courage  of  the   execution,  and 

for  the  alacrity  with  which  Colonel  Tarleton  followed  up 

the  blow;   the  mentioning  that  officer  put  him  in  mind 

of  major  Moncricf,  whofe  ferviccs  he  ought  not  to  have 

!     pafled  over  when  he  fpoke  of  the  ficgc  of  Charles  Town, 

He  expatiated  alfo,  upon  the  merit  of  Lord  Rawdon,  and 

<     (poke  of  thepleafure  he  felt  at  the  dawn  of  his  Lord  (hip's 

i     military  talents,  from  which  his  country  had  reaped  fuch 

fignal  and  diftinguilhed  advanuges. 

But  he  might  be  told  indeed,  by  way  of  anfwer  to  all 
&i8,  that  your  refources  which  are  et  fuhfiJ&a  MH  et  tnrna^ 
nienta  pacts  were  exhaufted,  and  the  country  drained  by 
taxes,  and  impoverifhed  by  cxpence.    It  might  be  true ;  but 
what  would  you  obtain  by  inafiivity,  and  by  meanly  foli- 
citing  peace,'  which  you  probably  would  not  obtain ;    or 
if  you  could  obtaun  it,  you  would  have  but  little  hopes 
of  prefervini^  it.    That,  however,  all  he  had  now  to  do, 
t     was  to  promife  fuch  fupport,  as  it  was  at  once  our  intereft 
and  our  fecurity  to  give,  and  was  in  conformity  to  thoft 
I    aflurances  contained  in  the  addrefs  of  the  17th  March  1778, 
I    upon  the  French  ambaflador'i  declaration,  to  which  he  re- 
!     ferred,  and  which  he  wifhed  gentlemen  to  aft  up  to  both 
I     it  letter  and  in  fpirit;    that  if   the  quantum  or  the  ap- 
plication of  any  fum  propofed  was  to  be  queftioned,   the 
proper  time  for    queftioning    it    would    be    in    a   com- 
mittee of  fupply,  when  the  fum  itfelf,  and  the  fervice  to 
which  it  was  to  be  appropriated,  could  fall  at  one  and 
the  fame  time  under  vour  conlideration.    That  one  thing 
gentlemen  would  condder  in  the  nature  of  that  applica- 
tion, it  was  not  to  make  additions  to  your  empire  that  we 
undertook  that  war,  nor  to  enlarge  conquefts  already,  perhaps 
at  leaft,  fuffidently  extcnfive  for  the  bulk  of  the  empire  at 
large,  but  we  had  as  the  objeft  of  our  conteft,  the  preferva- 
tion  of  all  that  was  neceiTary  to  our  honour,  and  perhaps  to 
our  exiftence.    And  as  it  was  manifeft  upon^  a  cool  and 
difpaffionate  review  of  the  whole  of  his  Majefty*s  reign, 
that  not  a  fingie  inftance  could    be   traced   in   which  the 
line  of  the  conftitution  had  been  paffcd  over,  and  in  which 
its  principles  had  not  been  inviolably  adhered  to,   for  the 
preiervation  of  our   internal  liberties,    it    would  be   dif* 
graceful  indeed  if  that  (hould  not  be  an  incitement  to  us 
to  exert  ourfelves  at   all  hazards   to  fecure   them    from 
^foiieign  violence. 

*        L  a  Kovemln 
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Sir  Grty  Sir  Gfiy  Cooper  brought  up  the  bill  for  Uking  awray  for  one 
^•^'^-  year  thcbcnem  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  from  all,  perions  fiil- 
pcded  of  committing  high  treaibn  in  his  Majefiy's  cdooies 
and  plantations  abroad. 
Mr  Baker,  Mr.  Baker  obicrvcd,  that  out  of  the  many  perfoos  detained 
on  fufpicion,  not  one  had  yet  been  tried  :  The  bill  in  qu^ 
tion  therefore  was  an  UDJuft  power  given  to  the  fervanb  of  tfe 
crown,  to  keep  in  perpetual  imprifonment  all  whom  d^f 
might  think  propet  to  JTufpefl  of  having  committed  high  tiU- 
ibn  beyond  feas.  A  very  bad  uic  bad  been  already  madp  d 
this  power ;  a  perfon  who  had  been  taken  into  cuftody  befixc 
the  enading  of  the  bill,  had  been  kept  on  fhip-board^  and 
fhifted  from  veiTel  to  veflel^  lell  a  Habeas  Corpus  Ihould  fret 
him,  before  the  bill,  which  was  then  depending,  pafled  ;  yci^ 
notwithftanding  all  this,  the  perlbn  alluded  to  was  at  laft  dif- 
charged,  after  15  months  confinement,  witliout  ever  being 
brought  to  trial.  Among  the  400  perfons  now  confined,  maajf 
probably  have  been  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands;  in 
America  fuch  people  were  exchanged  as  prifoners  of  war;  why 
did  not  miniftry  then  exchange  thofe  whom  they  detained  in 
Eneland,  or,  at  leaft,  bring  Uicin  to  trial  ? 
^\r  Edward  .  bir  Edward  Jftley  aUb  objcAed  to  the  bill ;  complained  at 
^^^ej'  the  fame  time  of  the  duration  and  expence  of  the  American 
war,  which,  in  the  end,  he  faid,  muft  bring  ruin  upoa  this 
country. 
Sir  Grey  Sir  Grw  Cooper  begged  gentlemen  would  recollect,  that  die 
Ci'.pcr.  diftance  from  the  place  where  the  crime  was  fuppoied  to  be 
committed,  neceiTarily  made  it  a  work  of  time  to  bring  over 
the  witnefies,  both  for  and  a^inft  the  prifoners  ;  and  to  hur- 
ry them  to  trial  when  the  mmds  of  men  were  heated,  woiiU 
be  as  inexpedient  at  it  was  crueU  With  refpeft  to  the  bill  it* 
felf,  it  was  far  from  being  a  new  thing.     Similar  bills  had 

faffed  in  the  reigns  of  William,  Anne,  George  I.  aixl  George 
I.  In  the  laft  reign,  it  had  even  been  continued  for  thre6 
years ;  fo  that  gentlemen  might  fee  it  was  not  the  ofFspring  of 
the  prefent  admmiftration,  who  a£):ed  from  precedent,  a  piic-* 
cedent  adopted  through  necefHty.  The  bill  was  then  read  a 
firft,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time. 
UuMinibm  Mr.  Mincbin  gave  notice,  that  he  Ihould,  on  a  future  day^ 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  empowering  certain  perfofii 
thcrdn-naoied,  to  a&  as  juftices  of  the  peace  in  times  of  riot 
and  public  tvnavilt,  and  to  uke  upon  them  thje  command  wai 

*  On  th«  10th  the  Houfe  ^^ioiimed  to  this  day, 

dircftion, 
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dircaion,  of  all  fuch  tnilitaiy  forces,  as  it  might  be  ncccffary 
to  einploy  in  the  fuppreflion  of  foch  difturbances. 

Right  Hon.  T.  Town/hmd  faid,  it  had  been  his  intention  toRi^ihtHoo^ 
have  moved  the  Hocfc  that  day,  "  to  vote  on  thinks  to  Slr^^**"- 
Fletcher  Norton,  Knt.  for  his  feithful,    diligent  and  ablc-^  * 
difchargc  of  his  duty  as  fpeaker,  for  the  laft  ten  yeafs ;"  but 
ats  he  heard   a  noble    Lord   [Lord  North]   was   not  well 
.eiioo^  to  attend,  fat  had  done  himfelf  the  honour  to  enter 
•into  a  corrcipondcnce  with  that  noble  Lord  upon  the  fubjeft, 
imd  though  he  did  not  find  the  noble  Lord  meant  to  oppofe 
his  motion,  yet  he  would  poftpone  it  till  a  future  day,  when 
the  noble  Lord  was  likely  to  be  prefent. 

Lord  Mahon  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fa£l,  which  Lord  M^ 
he  thought  merited  their  ferious  notice,  and  he  faid,  he  would**" 
the  rather  flate  it  then,  as  he  faw  the  noble  Lord,  at  the  head 
of  the  American  department,  was  prefent,  who,  he  prefumed, 
was  the  beft  able  to  give  the  Houfe  full  information  rc<pefting 
it.  The  faft  he  alluded  to,  flte'ofdihg  to  his  information^ 
was  this  :    - 

*^  That  upon  the  9th  of  Auguft  laft,  one  Englifli  fhip  of 
the  line,  fix  frigates,  and  a  cutter,  went  to  the  ifland  of  St. 
Martin's,  belonging  to  the  Dutch,  (fituatcd,  as  gentlemen 
well  knew,  not  fardiftant  from  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatia) 
and  that  the  Englifli  commanding  officer  was  faid  to  have  de- 
barked troops  Bpon  the  faid  Dutch  ifland,  and  had  demanded, 
in  the  moft  peremptory  manner,  thAt  (even  American  vieflels 
which  had  taken  refuge  in  that  nebtral  port,  ftiould  be  inflanr- 
ly  delivered  up,  as  alio  fuch  parts  even  of  their  caj^des  Which 
hzA  already  been  carried  on  (horfe,  fold  to  the  Dutch,  and 
ftored  in  the  Dutch  warchoufe.  That  the  fame  information 
faid,  that  the  EDglifli  commanditig  officer  had  threatened, 
that  in  cafe  of  refufal,  he  would  lay  wafte  the  Dutch  ifland  of 
St.  Martin,  by  fire  and  fword.  That  the  Dutcfh  governor 
t)f  the  ifland,  infinitely  furprizcd  at  fuch  an  extraordinarjr 
proceeding,  but  unable  to  refift  fo  fuperior  a  force,  had  re- 
quired of  the  Englifli  commanding  officer,  that  hefliould  give 
him  a  written  declartion  that  he  aSed  in  this  manner  by  or- 
ders, under  the  authority  of  his  court ;  and  this  being  com- 
plied with,  (as  the  fame'  information  faid)  the  Dutch  govcr-r 
nor  had  found  himfelf  compelled  to  fubmitto  this  flagrant  and 
moft  unjuflifiable  aft  of  violence/* 

The  faft  he  hadftated,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  vn.%  adaring  viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations.  So  notorious  an  infult  to  a  neutral 
power^  his  Lordfliip  reprobated  in  verv  ftrong  terms.     He 

a&cd 
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afked  if  this  country  had  not  enemies  enough  to  cope  with  at 
prefent?  Whether  America,  France,  and  Spain  united,  did 
not  give  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  fufficient  emplojrmeot  ? 
Whether  it  was  wife  or  politic  to  offend  any  of  the  oeutnl 
powers,  who  had  now  a  very  refpedable  naval  force  afloat? 
Thefe  were  queftions,  his  Lordlhip  (aid,  which  everj  maa 
muft  feel  the  force  of;  every  man  befides  muft  know,  dm 
we  (hould  treat  others  as  we  wiihed  to  be  treated   ourftlvcsi 
We  ought  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  by  ;  he  therefore  calM 
upon  the  noble  Lord  to  give  the  Houfe  fome  (atisfaiAion  oa  1 
the^|x)int  he  had  mentioned,  and  to  tell  why^  miniften  hai 
fo  unadvifedly  authorized  the  moft  unjuft  and  impolitic  brcadi 
of  the  law  of  nations,  which  he  had  ftated, 
Lord  Qmrge     Lord  George  Germain  faid,  the  noble  Lord  had  fbppole^ 
Germaiti*    that  his  fituation  in  office,  gave  him  a  full  opportunity  of 
knowing  the  affair,  to  which  he  had  alluded ;    he  begged 
leave  to  remind  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  tranfafiion  was  d* 
together  of  a  maritime  nature,  and  that  the  official  account 
of  it,  if  any  had  arrived,  was  to  be  had  from  the  Admiralty, 
and  not  from  him.    No  account  of  the  aff[air,  he  could  ven- 
ture to  fay,  had  arrived  at  the  Admiralty,  unlefs  it  had  come 
that  morning ;  but  as  he  happened  to  have  heard  of  the  mat- 
ter from  one  of  the  Weft-India  iflands,  though  he  was  far 
from  admitting  the  dodrine,  that  he  or  any  other  man  in 
office  was  obliged  to  rife  and  anfwer  any  queftions  put  to  him 
by  any  honourable  member  ftanding  up  in  his  place,     he 
would  now,  as  he  was  ready  to  do  at  all  times  when  he  had 
it  in  his  power,  tofatisfy  gentlemen,  ftate  what  he  knew  of 
the  tranfaftion.     He  had  heard  it  to  have  happened  in  this 
manner :  fome  of  Admiral  Rodney^s  fleet  came  in  fight  of 
feveral  veflel!",  which  from  their  making  away  from  themi 
they  difcovercd  to  be  enemies;  they  purfued,  and  the  Ameri* 
can  (hips  that  were  chaced,  made  the  beft  of  their  way  for 
that  part  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Martin  which  belonged  to  the 
Dutdi.     As  foon  as  they  got  into  the  harbour,  they  hoiftol 
their  American  ftripes,  and  alTumed  an  air  of  triumph  and 
defiance  ;  upon  this,  the  Britifh  commander  ordered  in  a  part 
of  bis  fauadron  to  cut  them  out ;   whereupon  the  Dutch  gp* 
yernor  l^nt  word,  that  if  the  Britifh  commander  pcrfiftcd,  he 
would  fire  upon  his  (hips,  the  Englifh  officer's  anfwer  to 
which  was,  that  his  Admiral  (Admiral  Rodney)  had  given 
orders  for  what  he  was  doin^,  and  that  if  the  Dutch  governor 
offered  to  fire,  the  Britifh  fhips  fhould  return  it  upon  the  port* 
His  Lordlhip  faid^  he  had  not  heard  that  any  mention  vras 
I  made 
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made  of  Admiral  Rodney's  having  orders  from  home  for  any 
part  of  his  conduft  in  the  afiair,  neither  had  he  heard  that 
the  Dutch  governor  requefted  to  have  the  Britifh  commander's 
reafons,  for  his  refolving  to  cut  out  the  fhips,  ftated  in  writ- 
ii^.  A  full  reprefentation  of  the  afiair  had  already  been  re- 
ceived in  Holland,  where  the  matter  had  been  complained  of^ 
and  a  reprefentation  of  it,  miniftry  knew  was  drawn  up  in 
Holland,  and  was  to  be  fent  to  them.  It  had  not  yet  come 
over;  when  it  did,  and  it  was  afcertained  in  what  manner  the 
Dutch  ftated  die  faifts,  alluded  to  by  the  noUe  Lord,  our 
court  would  in  coniei|uence  give  an  anftrer,  and  the  Houfe 
then  might  proceed  upon  it,  as  they  thought  proper. 

The  order  of  the  day  to  go  into  a  committee  of  fupply  was 
called  for,  upon  which 

Mr,  fV.  H.  Hartley  rofe  and  laid,  Sir,  before  you  enter  Mr.  ir.  H. 
upon  the  bufinefs  of  fupply,  permit  me  to  reqneft  the  indul-  Usnhf. 
gence  of  the  Houfe  for  a  few  minutes,  and  I  take  the  liberty  of 
doing  it  before  you  leave  the  chair,  to  exprefs  my  fentiments, 
which  I  have  in  common  perhaps  with  other  members  of  this 
Houfe,  who,  anxious  to  take  a  part,  that  may  give  ftrengdx 
and  vigour  to  the  exertions  of  this  country,  are  yet  concern- 
ed at  me  fatal  war  that  is  carried  on,  and  do  not  chuie  to 
gi  ve  their  aifent  to  all  the  meafures  which  are  purfued.  Upon 
the  general  qucftion  of  fupply,  I  am  therefore  now  defirous 
to  explain  myfelf,  that  whether  I  (hall  give  my  voice  for  the 
fums  required  or  withhold  my  aflent,  I  may  not  on  the  one 
hand  appear  unwilling  to  join  in  the  defence  of  mjr  countrv, 
or  on  the  other,  be  fuppofed  to  approve  the  propriety  of  the 
war,  and  place  a  confidence  in  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  have 
the  diredion  of  aff^'airs. 

It  is  matter  of  thegreatcft  confolation  to  my  mind,  that  ever 
fince  I  had  the  honor  of  a  feat  in  this  Houfe^  I  have  withftood 
as  far  as  an  unavailing  vote  would  go,  thofe  meafures  which 
have  proved  fo  deftruaive  to  this  country  ;  what  has  contri- 
buted to  the  dclufion,  or  where  the  fault  has  been,  I  wifli 
not  to  enter  upon  at  prefent,  being  free  to  give  my  opinion 
whenever  an  inquiry  fhall  be  made  into  the  fubjcft.  However, 
when  we  fee  the  country  in  fuch  a  fituation,  furrounded  by 
fo  many  open  foes,  involved  in  a  fatal  war  with  thoic  who 
were  once  our  fellow  fubjefts,  united  by  every  tie,  and  with 
whom  every  perfon  mufl  wifh  a  reconciliation  to  takcplace; 
when  we  confider  thefe  circumftances,  it  feems  neccflary  to 
take  fome  different  fteps  to  reftore  us  to  peace  and  fatety. 
To  extricate  ourfelves  from  thefe  difficulties,  reduced  as  we 

are 
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are  almoft  to  ftand  finglc  againft  the  world,  (the  condud  of 
the  neutral  powers  giving  realbn  for  alarm  inftead  of  brighten- 
ing the  profpeftj^)  the  moft  prudent  councils,  and  the  moft  vi- 
gorous exertions  are  ncccflary,  as  we  mud  trufl  to  our  owo 
powers  for  our  defence.  To  avail  ourfelves  in  the  heft  maoF 
ner  of  our  force,  tvvio  things  appear  to  aie  neccflary,  to*  kavc 
the  confidence  and  apprpbation  of  the  country  at  home,  and  to 
lay  hold  of  every  opportunity,  and  X^e  every  method  ta 
promote  peacq,  to  ihew  our  fincere  defire  of  reconciUsi- 
tion  with  our  American  brethren.  We  may  then  ftand  upon 
firm  ground :  fhould  France  and  Spain  be  dcfirous  of  agrceiog 
to  a  lafe  and  honourable  peace,  that  event  may  take  place; 
but  fliould  their  ambition  and  confidence  in  their  power  make 
them  wifti  to  continue  this  deftruflive  war,  our  united  force 
might  make  them  lament  their  error,  and  America  feeing  At 
injuAice  of  their  condufl,  return  to  friendfliip  and  union  with 
us.  The  advantage  of  unanimity  has  been  ofteu,  and  muft 
be  defervedly  p:-efled  as  the  means  of  carrying  terror  to  our 
foes,  and  making  other  powers  refpe£l  us :  where  itarifes  from 
a  confidence  of  falutary  meafures  being  purfued,  it  will  h^vJt 
that  efFefl: ;  but  if  it  means  only  fupporting  a  fet  of  men,  0%  a 
chain  of  meafures,  the  conlequence  of  which  has  been  dexri- 
mental  to  the  interefts  of  the  nation,  it  will  be  betraying  our 
country,  and  only  expofing  our  weaknefs  to  the  enemy.  It 
is  hardly  poflible  to  mention  the  name  of  minifters  without 
being fuppofed  from  party  motives,  to  be  defirous  either  of 
attacking  or  defending  them,  acharge  which  is  equally  bandi-^ 
ed  about  from  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  the  other.  For  my- 
iblf  perfonally,  I  can  only  fay,  thdt  if  it  were  not  for  the 
meafures  that  are  purfued,  it  is  matter  of  as  much  indifference 
to  me  how  long  the  prcfent  miniflers  keep  their  places,  as  it 
is  probably  to  them^  what  my  opinion  is  upon  the  fubje^^ 
When  we  hear,  however,  the  common  topic,  and  what  is 
mofl  infifled  upon  as  a  reafon  for  fupporting  them,  that  no 
one  knows  where  to  get  better,  one  cannot  help  rcfleSing 
how  juft  the  anfwer  is,  that  if  we  are  to  be  determined  by. 
fa£\s,  or  the  fuccefs  even  of  tlieir  own  plans,  the  country 
muft  be  unfortunate  indeed,  were  there  a  poffibiliiy  of  its  bc-r 
ing  hurt  by  the  triaU  But  though  this  reafon ing  may  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  argument,  what  mufl  our  country,  our  con- 
ftituents,  think  of  this  Houfe,  when  every  aftion  is  attribut- 
ed to  party,  and  not  even  the  appearance  of  *  virtue  fuppofed 
to  exift  ?  How  long  will  tlie  independent  members  of  this 
Houfe  fujQTcr  fuch  reproach?  Why  will  not  tliofc  who  feel^  _ 

not 
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not  emoluments  for  themfelves,  and  who,  however  they  may 
have  differed  in  fomc  points,  have  only  the  honor  and  intcrcft 
of  their  country  at  heart,  come  forward,  and  by  that  con- 
duft  which  would  make  them  refpeftable,  hold  the  balance 
their  weight  and  confequence  gives  them,  between  the  power 
of  minifters,  and  thofe  who  might  wifh  to  obtain  their  places 
folely  for  their  own  intereft  ?  Were  meafures  the  criterion  by  » 

which  to  judge  of  the  men,  no  longer  fhould  we  fee  a  minifter 
fupported  by  thofe  who  do  not.  approve  his  proceedings,  be- 
.caufe  he  tells  them,  thofe  who  might  fucceed  him  would  do 
,worfe,  nor  would  any  perfons  be  afraid  of  giving  countenance 
to  other  men,  whofe  prefent  meafures  they  might  think  right, 
left  they  Ihould  alter  their  conduft  when  in  power,  bccaufc 
they  would  be  then  equally  juftified  in  oppofing  them.  The 
minifter,  and  the  oppofition,  which  muft  always  exift  in  a  free 
country,  would  be  rivals  in  their  attention  to  the  interefts,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  good  will  of  the  nation,  which  would 
profit  by. fuch  an  event.  But  I  fear.  Sir,  this  is  rather  to  be 
wilhed  than  to  be  expeftcd,  the  voice  of  independence  is, too 
little  heard,  and  the  torrent  of  intcrcfted  perfons  bears  down 
aU  before  it. 

I  beg  pardon  of  the  Honfe  for  prefuming  to  take  up  their 
time,  and  hope  they  will  receive  as  my  apology,  that,  feeling 
the  iituation  I  hav?  defcribed  myfelf  in  fo  ftrongly,  as  dclirous 
of  fupportiog  my  country,  and  yet  difapproving  the  meafures 
carried  on,  that  I  was  unwilling  to  fit  filent  at  this  moment. 
I  will  conclude.  Sir,  with  many  thanks  for  the  indulgence  of 
the  Houfe,  and  with  their  permiffion,  by  reading  as  a  part  of 
my  fpeech,  the  form  of  a  motion  for  an  addrefs,  which, 
though  I  do  not  prefume  to  move,  contains  an  explanation 
of  my  fentiments,  better  than,  I  fear,  I  have  been  able  to 
cxprefs  myfelf,  and  which  I  fliould  be  happy  to  fee  adopted. 

The  addrefs  was  expreffive  of  loyalty  and  afTcftion  to  his 
Majcfty,  and  declared  that  his  Majcfty's  faithful  Commons 
were  ready  to  fupport  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown, 
and  to  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  in  defence  of  the  domi- 
nions, and  in  the  protection  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  ihis 
country.  It  declared,  that  the  firft  objcft  of  their  attention, 
in  which  they  doubted  not  they  fhould  receive  his  Majefty's 
concurrence,  would  be  to  maintain  inviolate  the  principles 
of  this  free  and  happy  conftitution,  and  prefervc  it  from  thofe 
dangers  the  corruption  and  neceffities  of  the  times  might  ex- 
pofe  it  to.  And  laftly,  it  declared,  of  how  much  confequnce 
it  was  to  the  ftate,  and  how  beneficial  it  would  prove  to, both 
.     Vol.  XVIIL  M  countries. 
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countries,  to  procure  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  America ;  that  though  from  the  fatal  confequeiicefl 
of  the  war,  the  mode  of  obtaining  it  might  be  difficult,  a 
change  from  the  horrors  of  war  to  meafures  of  peace,  roi§bt 
be  produ£live  of  union  ;  and  prajed  his  Majefty  to  take  fiach 
fteps  as  might  pronu)te  ib  defirable  an  end. 
Mr.  AAam,  Mr.  Jdam  rofe,  and  prevented  the  fpeaker  from  leaving  Ac 
chair,  by  introducing  a  matter  which  he  declared  very  much 
called  for  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  He  then  faid,  he 
wifhed  to  mention  fomething  relative  to  the  internal  fituatioa 
of  this  country,  and  that  he  could  not  chufe  a  propcrer  time, 
than  when  the  Houfe  was  to  proceed  upon  a  vote,  the  cooib- 
quence  of  which  was,  to  enable  the  nation  to  fupport  itfdf 
againft  its  enemies.  That  in  the  prefent  internal  diftraAed 
fituationof  thii  country,  he  could  hardly  tell  what  force 
would  be  fufiicient  without  the  unanimity,  which  the  hoa, 
gentleman  [Mr.  Hartley]  talked  of,  whom  he  thanked  for 
having  given  him  an  opportunity  of  expreffing  himfelf  rela- 
tive to  a  matter  which  very  much  interefted  him.  He  meant 
to  allude  to  the  committees  of  affociation,  which  had  Ipread 
fuch  baneful  efFefts  over  this  country,  and  which  had  given 
fo  much  encouragement  to  its  enemies.  Before  he  proceed* 
ed  to  the  particular  fubjeA,  to  which  he  meant  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Hoafe,  he  ilated  that  the  American  Congrefi 
in  their  publications  to  encourage  the  people  to  perfm  in 
rebellion,  had  held  out  the  diftraded  Hate  of  this  country  to 
them,  by  means  of  the  committees  of  affociation,  as  one  of 
the  principal  inducements  to  the  Americans  to  perfevere  in 
their  exertions;  but  he  added,  that  thofe  affemblies  had  not 
confined  themfelvcs  merely  to  public  tranfa^lions,  nor  was  die 
encouragement  of  our  enemies  the  only  thing  that  they  had 
done,  to  diftorb  the  peace,  and  prevent  the  unanimity  of 
this  country.  They  had  in  the  mofl  unjuftifiable  and  unpre- 
cedented manner  bafcly  attempted  to  ruin  the  charafters  of 
evQfv  individual  who  oppofed  their  views. 

He  then  ftated  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  in  his  hand  the 
moft  Angular  publication  that  ever  had  appeared  in  any  coun- 
try, though  It  had  a  precedent  in  very  remote  antiquity  ;— 
what  he  particularly  alluded  to,  was  a  publication  he  had  mct 
with  in  the  newfpaper  of  that  morning.  Having  faid  this 
he  read  the  Rcfolves  of  the  Weftminfter  committee  of  the  loth 
inftant. 

He  ilated  to  the  Houfe,  that  though  he  read  it  from  a 
daily  newfpaper^  be  meant  no  reflexion  on  the  printer  of  that. 

paper, 
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paper,  nor  had  he  any  intention  of  moving  a  cenfure  on  his 
conduct ;  the  printer  was  a  man  who  had  the  virtue  in  the 
prefent  times  to  avoid  all  party  partiality,  and  v^ho  Teemed 
to  be  aduated,  merely  by  a  zeal  to  promote  the  good  of  his 
■  country. 

Having  read  the  refolutions,  and  particulary  called  the  " 
attention  of  the  Houic  to  the  laft  of  them,  he  congratulated, 
in  an  ironical  ftrain,  the  hon.  gentleman  to  whom  they  were 
addreiTed,  upon  the  appointment  of  his  body  and  life  guards 
for  the  protection  of  his  perlbn.  He  compared  him  to  the 
Athenian  Pififtratus,  who  in  former  times,  had  a  guard  ap- 
p<»nted  by  the  people  of  Athens  for  the  fecurity  and  protec- 
tion of  his  perfoo,  by  the  means  of  which,  he  overturned  the 
liberty  of  his  country.  Continuing  in  this  ftrain  of  irony, 
lie  hailed  the  gentleman  "  King  of  Weftniinfter,"  and  after 
enlarging  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  heightening  the  parallel  con- 
fiderably,  he  concluded,  with  faving,  he  did  not  know  whe- 
ther to  congratulate  the  honourable  gentleman,  or  to  condole 
with  his  country  the  moft. 

That  the  fituation  of  this  country  was  miferable  indeed, 
«When  there  was  allowed  to  exift  in  it  a  dangerous  and  wicked 
combination  of  men,  who,  while  they  impudently  attacked 
^ery  peer  or  member  of  parliament  who  ventured  to  make 
any  obfervations  on  their  conduft,  fet  themfelves  up  as  beings 
cxclufively  protefted  from  any  animadverfion.  A  combina- 
tion which  had  bafely  and  intamoully  attempted  to  run  down 
his  charafter  as  an  individual,  by  attributing  to  him  motives 
fot  his  conduft  upon  a  certain  occaiion  which  nothing  but  the 
depraved  and  infamous  minds  of  the  authors  of  that  publica* 
tion  could  have  invented,  or  have  fuppofed  any  perfon  capa^ 
ble  of.  He  fpoke  of  the  tranfaftion  which  had  lall  year  un** 
fortunately  taken  place  between  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  himfelf,  as  a  matter  the  bare  recolleftion  of  which  gave 
him  the  moft  poignant  compunftion,  as  a  fituation  which  be 
of  all  men  living  had  the  utmoft  unwillingnefs  to  be  in  at  any 
time,  and  into  which  nothing  but  the  ftrong  and  irrefiftible 
impulie  of  injured  honour  could  ever  drag  a  man  of  real  prin- 
ciple and  of  real  fenfibility. 

He  regretted  he  did  not  know  how  far  to  form  an  opinion 
as  to  the  legality  or  illegality,  of  fuch  meetings  as  committees 
of  affociation.  He  faid,  a  club  at  White's,  Brookes's,  or  at 
Atwood's,  was  prefeftly  legal,  till  thofe  clubs  had  done  fome 
illegal  aft,  and  if  they  attempted  any  attack  upon  the  cha- 
rafter  of  an  individual,  would  become  as  unfit  afiemblies  fot 
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gentlemen  to  affociate  in^  and  be  as  contemptible  as  that  at 
lembly,  which  had  lb  iinjuftly  calumniated  his  chara£ter. 
That  he  had  been  long  attacked  by  anonymous  abufe  in  newt 
papers,  which  he  had  formerly  taken  notice  of  in  that  Houfc; 
that  he  did  not  know  at  that  time  to  what  quarter  that  abufc 
was  to  be  traced ;  he  now  knew  that  he  was  to  attribute  it  to 
the  members  of  the  Weftminfter  committee.  And  when  lie 
faw  in  the  newfpapers  that  Mr.  Adam  fcconded  a  motion  fof 
a  new  writ  for  Coventry  from  fcandalous  and  improper  mo* 
tives,  he  was  juftified  in  faying,  that  that  and  fuch  like  para* 
graphs,  came  from  the  fame  quarter.  That  the  publication 
he  animadverted  upon,  not  only  calumniated  him,  but  gaw 
the  honourable  gentleman,  to  whonj  it  was  .addrcflcd,  an  ex-* 
clufive  privilege  by  an  unreferved  grant  of  exclufive  protec- 
tion, to  launch  forth,  if  he  was  capable  of  availing  himfeif  of 
it,  into  every  fpecies  of  pcrfonality  and  abufe.  That  time 
would  fliew  from  that  gentleman's  future  conduft,  how  far  he 
was  capable  of  availing  himfclf  of  it.  Mr.  Adam  then  faid, 
that  he  was  going  to  touch  upon  a  fubjeft,  by  mentioning  hit 
own  charafter,  in  which  he  might  poflibly  incur  the  impu- 
tation of  vanity  ;  but  that  when  a  perfon's  charafter  was  bafely. 
and  falfely  traduced,  not  to  mention  it  wastoa«5l  with  timidity; 
that  few  men  knew  the  nature  of  his  life,  which  was  private  aiid 
retired,  but  that  he  could  boaft  a  ftrift  and  regular  fyftemof 
domeflic  oeconomy,  which  enabled  him  to  live  wholly  inde- 
pendent, upon  the  fortune  which  had  fallen  to  his  fhare. 
That  the  principal  happinefs  and  ambition  of  his  life  was  to 
difcharge  the  private  duties  of  a  private  (ituation  with  honour 
and  integrity,  to  be  a  good  fon,  a  good  hulband,  a  good 
father,  and  a  faithful  friend.  That  he  could  not  brag  of  a 
longiine  of  anceftry,  whofe  vices  were  to  degrade,  or  whofe 
virtues  were  to  adorn  the  page  of  the  hiftorian.  But  that 
circuraftance  made  him  more  proud  and  more  anxious  to 
maintain  his  charafter  unfpotted  and  unimpeached,  and  to 
repel  every  attack  that  was  made  upon  it  from  whatever  quar- 
ter. He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  looked  upon  every 
perfon  who  adopted  the  refolutions  of  that  committee  as  bafc 
and  infamous"  calumniators  of  his  charafter,  and  unworthy  tJic 
protcftion  of  a  civilized  coCmtry. 
Mn  Fojf,  Mr.  Fov  rofe  to  reply,  and  began  with  declaring,  that  at 
to  any  expreffions  perfonal  to  him,  which  had  fallen  from. 
the  honourable  gentleman,  who  felt  himfelf  fore  at  the  papi:r. 
which  he  had  read  to  the  Houfe,  he  ftiould  not  take  the  Icaft" 
notice  of  them,  but  in  regard  to  the  advertifcment  itfelf,  he 
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did  afforc  the  honourable  gentleman  and  the  Houfe,  upon  his 
honour,  that  he  was  not  prefent  at  the  drawing  it  up,  and 
xhat  it  was  publifhed  without  either^his  confent  or  knowledge. 
Had  he  been  at  the  committee  when  it  was  drawn  up,  he 
fhould  undoubtedly  have  ufed  all  the  perfuafion  that  he  was 
mafter  of,  to  have  prevented  the  committee  from  coming  to 
or  publifhing  any  fuch  refolution ;  becaufe  though  the  refolu- 
tion  was  evidently  founded  in  zeal  and  afFedion  to  him,  it 
was,  in  his  opinion,  an  imprudent  refolution,  and  this  he 
COUI4  appeal  to  his  honourable  friend  below  him  [Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick]  'to  vouch  for  having  been  the  opinion  he  declared 
when  he'firft  faw  it.  He  faid,  he  had  imagined  forae  perfons 
3V0uld  be  induced  to  put  the  fame  conftruftion  on  it,  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  now  put  upon  it.  With  re- 
gard to  the  ridicule  the  honourable  gentleman  had  thought 
proper  to  throw  upon  the  committee,  and  upon  him,  that 
was  a  matter  of  perfeft  indifference  to  him,  and  the  more 
(b,  becaufe  the  gentlemen  who  formed  that  committee,  were 
great  and  rsfpeftable  charafters,  men  who,  he  doubted  not, 
faad  well  weighed  every  word  ufed  in  the  refolution,  confider- 
ed  its  import  fully,  and  who  were  prepared  to  juftrfy  the 
^dv^rtifement  and  the  refolution  with  their  honours  and  their 
ref)utation.  And  after  all — what  was  the  refolution  com- 
plained df  with  fo  much  warmth  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ?  a  form  of  words  evidently  flowing  from  the  good 
opinion  and  the  affeftion  the  Weftminfler  committee  enter- 
tained of  him,  but  which  feriouflyand  duly  confidercd,  con- 
veyed no  perforial  charge  againft  any  man,  nor  did  they 
warrant  any  man's  taking  them  up  angrily  or  refentfully.  Be- 
lides,  in  what  way  was  the  Houfe  to  treat  a  matter  intro- 
duced in  the  very  extraordinary  manner  in  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  introduce  the  advcr- 
tifement  to  which  he  was  then  fpeaking, — without  making  it 
the  fubjefl:  of  any  motion  whatfoever.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  really  thought  himfelf  warranted  to  treat  the  refo- 
ImLQns  of  the  Wefbuinfter  committee  ferioufly,  why  did  he 
nQt  complain  of  the  paper  to  the  Houfe  as  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege ?  If  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  proper  to  adopt 
that  mode  of  proceeding,  he  was  ready  to  meet  it  on  that 
ground,  and  to  defend  the  refolution.  If  the  honourable 
gentkoian  chgfe  to.  wake  it  the  fubjeft  of  another  fort  of  pro- 
cefs  elfewhere,  and  to  charge  it  as  a  libel,  he  would  find 
tfeat  tbcWcftmiiifter.conliinittee  were  ready  to  take  it  up 
Whca  fi>  charged^  .and  to.  defend  the  kgality  of  their  proceed- 
,      '.      '  ings. 
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ings.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  chofen  to  laugh  at  faiiSy 
and  to  turn  him  into  ridicule,  under  the  charafber  of  Piiiftn- 
tus — in  what,  he  begged  to  know,  had  he  ever  fhewn  a  de- 
lire  to  obtain  illegal  honours  ?  In  what  had  he  attempted  to 
iet  himfelf  above  the  laws  of  his  country,  or  to  aim  at  re> 
ceiving  any  other  honours,  than  fuch  honours  as  he  was  per- 
fedly  competent  to  receive  }  The  honourable  gentlemiBi 
after  flouriihing  a  great  deal  about  his  body-guard,  and  other 
matters  of  that  fort,  had  talked  of  the  Weftminfter  com- 
mittee's proceeding  by  and  by  to  conftitute  him  king  of  Weft- 
minfter— The  Weftminfter  committee,  he  would  tell  ihc 
honourable  gentleman,  as  well  as  the  whole  body  of  inhabi- 
tants of  that  moft  refpeftable  city,  wifhed  for  no  other  kiD^ 
than  the  king  now  upon  the  throne ;  they  loved  that  kiog, 
and  they  revered  the  conftitution,  by  which  he  reigned,  aad 
it  was  out  of  a  foolifh  partiality  to  him,  and  becaufe  they 
rafhly,  perhaps,  thought  him  the  beft  qualified  to  fupport  that 
king  and  that  conftitution,  to  maintain  the  glory  of  the  onC| 
and  prefer ve  the  other  in  fafety,  that  they  had  chofeu  hiiA 
their  reprefentative  in  Parliament,  in  the  nobleft  and  moft 
fpirited  manner,  in  dire£b  defiance  of  the  avowed  and  ilnre- 
fervedly  exercifcd  influence  of  the  crown.  It  was,  perhapi| 
from  a  weak,  and  an  ill- foundtd  partiality  of  opinion  in  favour 
of  his  abilities,  that  the  eleftorsof  the  city  of  Weftminfter  had 
done  him  that  honour  ;  all  that  he  could  do  in  return  was  to 
declare  that  his  condu£t  fhould  be  an  example  of  moft  fincece 
and  perfeft  gratitude.  It  cbuld  not  however  furely  be  war- 
rantably  advanced,  that  from  this  circumftance  he  was  imi- 
tating Pififtratus,  or  that  he  was  endeavouring  to  obtain  il- 
legal honours !  The  eleftors  of  Weftminfter  thought  well  of 
his  efforts  in  that  Houfe,  and  this  naturally  (hewed  itfelf  in 
z&s  of  aftedion  and  regard  to  him.  Loft  almoft  as  the  pub- 
lic caufe  feemed  to  be,  they  were  glad  to  find  the  reprefenta- 
tive for  Weftminfter  among  the  number  of  thofe  true  friends 
to  liberty,  who  beft  ferved  their  country,  and  who  were  ftill 
determined  to  ftand  in  the  breach  to  refift  the  torrent  of  cot- 
ruption  and  increafing  influence,  which  threatened  to  bear 
down  the  conftitution,  and  to  deftroy  it.  In  order  to  do 
this,  he,  and  thofe  with  whom  he  afted,  had  facrificed 
their  interefts,  they  had  facrificed  their  ambition,  they  had 
facrificed  all  views  of  greatnefs  and  emolument,  they  had  ft- 
crificed  every  thing  that  [could,  gratify  the  mind  of  man,  or. 
fall  within  the  wifti  of  human  pride,  or  human  vanity,  iM 
not  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  on  almoft  every  ^nc^ 

whom 
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^  whom,  places,  penfions,  titles,  and  rewards  of  every  kind 
were  profufely  heaped  !  then  grudge  either  him  or  others  the 
poor  comfort  of  a   little  popular  applaufe !  Let  them  not 

•  complain  that  the  people  held  his  humble  efforts  to  ferve  his 
country  in  fome  degree  of  eftimation  !  and  though  they  might 

"  in  the  warmth  of  Sieir  zeal  and  affeftion,  ufe  a  few  impru- 
.  dent  words,    for  fuch  he  granted  thofe  words  were,  which 

compofed  the  refolution  of  the  Weftminfter  committee  read  to 
^  the  Hoofe  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  let  it  not  be  faid^ 

that  he  was  borne  off  his  legs  by  popular  honours,  or  that  he 
.  was  frantic  with  popular  applaufe.  Had  he  been  anxious  to 
^  court  thofe  honours,  and  to  obtain  that  applaufe,  opportuni- 
^,  tics  had  offered,  which  he  (hould  not  have  negle^ed.  In  the 
■J  time  of  the  tumults,  when  the  people  were  madly  riotous, 

had  he  uttered  one  word,  or  faid  a  fyllable  in  fupport  of  the 
^  proteftant  affociation  ?  On  the  contrary,  had  he  not  oppofed 
^  It  firmly,  and  been  among  the  firft  to  reprobate  and  cenfure 

*  thofe  lawlefs  proceedings  which  began  with  infult  to  that  and 
^  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  did  not  end  till  the  public 

*  prifons,  and  private  property  to  an  immenfe  amount,  had 
'  been  burnt  and  deftroyed !  Again,  when  a  meafure  was  in 

^  agitation  within  thofe  walls,  which  was  particularly  the  objeft 

■  of  oppofition  from  thofe  very  perfons,  whom  it  was  at  that 

■  time  known,  he  wifhed  fhould  become  his  conftituents,  bad 
?  he  with  a  view  to  court  popular  applaufe,  meanly  given  up 

■  his  opinion,  and  adopted  that  of  thofe  who  had  fince  chofen 
'  him  their  reprefentative  ?  On  the  other  band,  was  it  not  no- 

*  torious  to  every  gentleman  pref^nt,  who  had  fat  in  the  lafl: 

■  Parliament,  that  he  flood  up  in  his  place,  and  firmly  fup- 
?  ported  the  meafure,  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  truft- 

*  cd,  it  would  be  a  proof  to  the  elcftorp,  that  if  they  chofe  him 
J  their  reprefentative,  th«y  would  fend  to  Parliament  a  member 

■  who  at  leaf):  was  fincere,  and  who  was  at  all  times  determined 
^   to  fpeak  his  real  fentiments. 

If        After  other  infla»ces  adduced  in  proof,  that  the  popular 
'J   applaufe  with  which  be  had  been  honoured,  was  the  volun- 

•  tary  gift  of  the  people,  and  had  not  been  fought  after  by  him, 

*  either  induflrioufly  or  improperly,  Mr.  Fox  took  notice  of 
^    the  necefTary  freedom  pf  debate,  and  faid,  that  as  it  was  the 

deareft  and  moft  ineftimable  privilege  of  a  Britifh  fenator,  Qy 
i  was  it  the  lail  right  that  he  would  abandon  or  give  up  ;  and 
^    here  he  mufl  obferve,  that  in  his  fpecch  on  the  firfl  day  of  the 

*  Iztt  fcfEon,  in  his  fpeech  on  the  firft  day  of  the  prelent  fef- 
^   fion,  he  had  talked  language^  which  however  people  might 
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chufe  to  conftrue  it,  was  not,  he  would  .at  all  times  maintaio, 
in  the  leaft  perfonal  to  any  man  whatever.     As  long  as  he 
had  the  honour  to  fit  in  that  Houfe,  he  would   exercifc  that 
ineftimable  privilege  of  fpeaking  freely  upon  public  matters, 
both  as  to  the  conduft  of   men  in  public  fituations  and  c( 
meafures  any  way  conncfted  with  the  public  intereft.    He 
had  fpoken  freely  hitherto,  whenever  he  had  taken  the  libeitf 
to  rife  in  that  Houfe,  and  in  fpite  of  every  attempt  to  prevent 
him,  of  every  fort  that  coilld  be  fuggefted,  he  would  conti- 
nue to  ufe  and  fupport  the  freedom  of  debate.     He  thongk 
it  neceffary  to  fay  thus  much,  and  to  fay  it  in  the  moft  cx- 
prefs  terms  juft  then,  becaufe  he  forefaw,  that  in  fpeaking  to 
the  fubjeft  which  was  prefently  to  be  taken  intbconfideratio^ 
as  the  order  of  the  day,  when  a  fupply  for  the  fupport  of  the 
navy  was  to  be  propofed,  he  Ihould  have  occafion  to  advert 
to  the  charafter  of  a  perfon,  who,  if  report  was  to  be  cre- 
dited, and  there  could  be  found  conftituents  fufRciently  aban- 
doned and  loft  to  all  fenfcof  honour  as  to  chufe  him  their  re- 
prefentative,  was  fhortly  to  come  among  them.     That  per- 
fon had  been  convifted  by  one  court  martial  of  having  pre- 
ferred  a  falfe  and  malicious  accufation  againft  his  fuperioro& 
cer,  and  he  had  been  tried  for  his  own  conduft  by  another  court 
martial,  who  had  neither  acquitted  him  honourably  nor  ac- 
quitted   him   unanimouily.     Thofe  trials  were  matters  of 
publick  notoriety,  and  therefore  they  were  the  fit  fubjefis  for 
parliamentary  allufion,  and  for  free   difcuflion  within   thofe 
walls  ;  to  thofe  trials  he  ihould  have  occafion   to  refer,    in 
what  he  fliould  have  to  fay  when  the  fupply  for  the  fupport  of 
the  navy  came  under  debate,  and  as  often  as  any  matter  re- 
lative to  the  navy  was  the  topic  of  that  Houfc's  confideratioo, 
fo  often  Ihould  he  moft  undoubtedly  fpcak  of  thofe  trials^ 
and  the  perfon  to  whom  they  had  relation,  without  refcrvc. 
Nor  had  that  gentleman,  or  any  other  honourable  gentleman, 
any  right  to  complain  of  being  pcrfonally  infulted  by  what  he 
Ihould  then  fay.     If  he  were  10  prefer  an  indiftmcnt  againfi 
any  perfon  accufing  that  perfon  of  a  crime,  none  furely  but  the 
moft  wrong-headed  man  in  the  world  would  deem  the  hand 
words,  which  conftitute  the  legal  and  technical  phrafes  of  the 
indiftment,  fo  many  private  affronts  to  him  as  a  gentleman ; 
the  cafe  was  exaftly  the  fame  as  to  his  treating   upon   any 
public  topic  in  that  Houfe.     He  owned,  he  was  a  little  afto- 
nilhcd  to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  con- 
gratulate him  upon  his  having,  in  confequence  of  the  Weft- 
minftcr  committee's  refolutioo^    aa   exclafive  privilege  of 

fpeaking 
I 
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fpeaktng  perfonalities  within  thofc  walls — ^he  had  already  faid, 
he  never  had  fpoken  perfonalities — had  he  indulged  himlblf 
with  entering  into  a  diffcrtation  on  oeconomy,  and  the  well 
6rde^[ed  arrangement  of  his  private  affairs,  or  talked  of  noble 
anceftry  and  noble  vices,  or  alluded  to  his  domcftic  virtues, 
jind  pointed  all  thefe  things  at  any  particular  gentleman,  he 
ftiould  have  fuppofed,  he  might  with  reafon  have  been  accu- 
ied  of  having  dealt  in  perfonalities ;  but  fo  long  as  he  confined 
himfelf  to  public  matters,  and  public  matters  only,  he  did 
not  imagine  the  Houfe  would  think  that  the  charaftcr  of  be- 
ing fond  of  perfonalities  belonged  exclufively  to  him. 

After  gently  touching  on  his  affair  Jaft  feffion  with  Mr. 
Adam,  declaring,  it  could  never  be  alluded  to  without  giv- 
ing that  honourable  gentleman  and  himfelf  great  pain,  and 
after  many  other  remarks,  ftruck  out  with  all  that  wonderful 
quicknefs  of  conception,  happy  pofition,  and  force  and  poig- 
Bancy  of  application,  which  generally  diftinguilh  the  fpecches 
of  this  gentleman,  he  concluded  with  declaring,  that  h% 
was  ready  to  defend  the  rclblution  of  the  Weflminfler  com- 
mittee, though  at  the  fame  time  he  was  free  to  confefs,  that 
he  thought  it  imprudently  drawn  up,  and  that  it  contained 
words  which  had  better  not  have  been  ufed  on  the  occafion* 

Mr.  jidam  rofc  to  explain.     He  flated,  in  anUvcr  to  what  Mr.  i«#»i. 
Mr.  Fox  had  faid  of  the   refolutions  not  being  perlbnal  to 
him  [Mr.  Adam  J  the  following  words  of  the  laA  of  thofe  re- 
folutions : 

"  Refolvcd,  That  this  committee,  being  fenfible,  that 
the  firm,,  conftant,  and  intrepid  performance  of  his  duty  will 
probably  render  him,. in  common  with  other  diflinguifhed 
friends  of  liberty,  the  obje£t  of  fuch  attacks  as  he  has  already 
experienced,  and  to  which  every  unprincipled  partizan  of 
power  is  invited  by  the  certainty  of  reward.'* 

He  then  added  thit  every  perfon,  conjunftively  and  feve- 
rally  of  that  committee,  whp  approved  of  thofe  words,  wag 
ftn  infamous  and  bafe  traducer  of  his  character. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Fitxpatrick  rofe  to  corroborate  and  confirm  Hon.  Mr. 
what  his  honourable  friend  [Mr.  Fox]  had  laid,  relative  to '*'^/'^'^*' 
his  not  being  prefent  when  the  Weflminflcr  committee  came 
to  the  refolution  which  had  been  fo  warmly  complained  of  ; 
£iid  hehad  the  honour  to  belong  to  that  committee,  and  a 
Tcry  great  honour  he  thouglit  it,  becaufe  he  was  convinced 
diere  were  among  the  members  of  it,  fomc  of  the  firfl  and 
moft  refpe£table  charadcrs  in  the  kingdom  ;  men'  as  well  read 
wtL  the  biftory  of  the  Britifh  conftitutvouy  wvA  ^&  ij^i\o\i?\^ 

Vol..  XVIII.  N  ^xx^cVfci. 
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attached  to  that  conftitution,  as  had  lived  in  any  period  of  the 
cxiftence  of  this  country.     Mr.  Fitzpatrick  declared,  that 
he  was  abfent,  as  well  as  his  honourable  friend,  when  the  rc« 
folutions,  then  the  topic  of  converfation,  were  propofed,  and 
carried  ;    having  therefore  no  hand  in   drawing  then)  up,  it 
was  impoffible  for  him  to  fay  what  or  whom,  the   particular 
gentlemen  who  penned  them,  had  in  their  view  at  the  time; 
he  was   fure,  however,  from  the  known  honour  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  their  intention  was  a  good  arid  a  warrantable 
one,  he  therefore  thought  it  right  to  fay,  that  tlie  refolutiom 
had  his  hearty  confent. 
Mr.  Adam.      Mr»  Adam  fald,  in  anfwer,  that  if  either  the   honourable 
gentleman  who  Ipoke  laft,  or  any  other  perfon  approved  of, 
and  affented  to  the  words  in  queftion,  as  perfonally  applied  to 
him,  that  he  meant  to  apply  to  him  and  them,  every  epithet 
he  had  mentioned. 
Mr.  THxi'      Mr,  Fitzpatrick  then  faid,  that  if  the  hpnourable  gentleman 
fstrick*       chofe  to  apply  any  part  of  the  words  ufed  in  the  refolutioD  of 
the  Weftm  nfter  committee  to  himfelf,  he  could  not  poffibly 
JieJp  it.     He  muft  ftill  approve  of  thole  refolutions,   but  he 
had  not  applied  them  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  neither 
had  he  faid,  they  contained  any  thing  immediately  applicable 
to  him,  or  which  the  honourable  gentleman  was  entitled  to 
apply  to  himfelf.     They  certainly  had  his  confent,  nor  did  he 
feel  himfelf  at  all  obliged  to  give  his  reafons  why  he  confented 
to  them. 
Sir  jcmei       Sir  James  Lowiber  rofc  and  faid,  that  the  converfation  bad 
U-uitker*     been  a  moft  extraordinary  one,  and  that  he  did  not  underftand 
the  time  of  the  Houfe  being  taken  up  in  that  manner.     The 
honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Adam]  had,  once  before,  rifcB 
.and  taken  up  words  of  a  general  import  in  a  wrong  ienfe; 
and  fuppoung  they  appjied  to  him  perfonally,  had  expreflcd 
himfelf  in  a  warm  and  angry  manner,  contrary  to  the  rules  of 
the  Houi'e 

This  altercation  was  put  an  end  to  by  the  order  of  the  day*! 
being  loudly  called  for. 

As  foon  as  the  order  of  the  day  was  read,  the  Houfe  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply^  and  Mr.  Ord  took 
his  feat  at  the  table. 
Lord  I;;'-  Lord  Z,//^«r;j^  then  rofe,  and  ftated  to  the  committee^  from 
i-ier.  official  papers,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  what  had  been  tho 
number  of  feamen  voted  lad  year,  the  increafe  of  men  em-^ 
ployed  inaftual  fervicc,  and  what  would  be  neceflary  for  the 
fcfvice  of  the  next  year.    H'\&  i.ord{S\\^  concluded  his  fpcech 
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with  moving,  **  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
''  that  91,000  fcamen,  including  20,317  marines,  be  the  num- 
k  ber  of  feamen  voted  for  the  fervicc  of  the  year  1 781  .'* 
i'      Sir  Charles  Bunbury  was  glad  to  hear  fo  many  feamen  moved  Sir  Cbtrlm 
X  for  ;  he  thought  the  navy  the  natural  defence  of  this  country,  ^""^''J'* 
'itnd  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  lad  war  we  had  18,000  Ame* 
V  rican  failors  aboard  our  fleet,  a  number  fufficient  to  man  36 
i  fail  of  the  line ;  this  advantage  our  enemies  now  had  over  ^us^— 
B!  it  behoved  government  therefore  to  be  as  vigorous  in  their  ex- 
t  ertions,  and  as  attentive  to  oeconomy  in  their  mode  of  man- 
B  fling,  as  well  as  of  equipping  and  fitting  out  (hips,  as  poffible. 
■      Admiral  K€ppel  was  alfo  glad  to  hear  91,000  ieamen  wercAdmirtl 
moved  for;  he  wi  filed  the  number  had  been  ftill  larger  ;  the^M 
g  Admiral  fpoke  of  the  mode  of  manning  fhips,  faying  that  one 
%  third  was  ufually  ordinary  landuien,  one  third  marines,  and  1 

|i  one  third  feamen.  The  latter  proportion  was  as  few  feamen 
I.  as  could  poffibly  navigate  the  fhips,  it  mufl  not  therefore  be 
'  lefTened  on  any  account.  The  Admiral  repeated  his  advice 
g  to  miniflers  to  be  more  early  in  their  operations,  and  not  to 
g  lofe  their  opportunities,  as  they  hitherto  had  done  very  fre- 
g  qviently.  He  alfo  declared  he  was  glad  to  hear  we  had  now 
I  90  fail  of  the  line  in  fervice,  but  begged  to  know  whether  wc 
g  fliQuld  have  fo  many,  four  months  hence  ?  Declaring  that  his 
g  reafon  for  putting  this  queftion  was,  becaufc  it  was  a  well- 
^  known  faft,  that  feveral  of  the  fhips  now  in. the  Wefl- Indies, 
J  were  fo  much  worn  by  the  fervice,  that  it  was  a  queflion 
g  whether  the  AdmiralVould  trufl  them  home  in  the  winter. 

hord  Lijiurne  feid,    undoubtedly  when  the  fhips  in   the  Lord  Lr/- 
g  IVefl:  Indies  came  home,  feveral  would  need  repair,  but  then**"'"** 
g  we  had  other  new  fhips  in  great  forward nefs,  which  would  be 
ready  for  fervice  in  the  courft  of  the  next  year,  and  that 
. ;  France  and  Spain  were  under  the  fame  fort  of  difficulty. 
J       Qeneral  Smith  arraigned  the  American  war  in  terms  of  great  Gen  Strit!-, 
g.  energy. 
g       Mr.  Fox  faid  he  fhould  give  his  vote  for  the  refolution,  but  Mr.  Fmc. 

he  could  not  do  it,  without  previoufly  pledging himfelf,  after 
jj  the  holidays,  to  move  for  the  difmiffion  ofthe  Earl  of  Sand- 
wich, and  afterwards  for  bringing  that  noble  Lord  to  con- 
g-  dign  punifhment,  and  that  he  fliould  found  thefc  motions  on 
l"  two  different  reafons  ;-— the  firfl,  becaufe  the  tarl  of  Sand- 
wich had  advifed  his  Majefly  to  promote  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
I  to  the  government  of  Greenwich  Hofpiial, — the  lecond,  for 
'  the  fhameful  negleft  of  the  navy  during  the  adgiiniflration  of 
.  the  prefej[it  ikft  lord  of  the  admiralty. 
I  N  2  Mr. 

i 
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Mr.  Rlghy.  Mr.  Riii^hy  faiil,  that  he  lliould  aj^rec  to  the  prefent  motioDi 
no:  becaufe  he  conceived  the  committee  pkdgcd  to  accede  to 
an  acciifation,  urged  wlih<*ut  proof,  againft  either  the  Eaii 
of  Sandwich  or  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  but  l^ecaufe  he  coniideitd 
ftrengthening  the  hands  o.  government  as  much  as  pofSble 
at  this  ciii:cal  moment,  a  moft  im|X)rtant  and  nfccf- 
fary  duty,  let  government  be  lodged  in  what  hands  it  might. 
He  dtfircd  not  to  be  confidercd  as  undertaking  the  defence  of 
Sir  Hua.h  Pallifer,  declaring  that  he  was,  from  his  being  un- 
acquainicd  with  the  relative  fafts,  as  little  qualified  for  that 
tafk,  as  he  was  defirous  of  afting  the  more  foblifh,  more 
abiLird,  and  more  wicked  part  of  ftandinp;  forward  the  accufer 
of  Lord  Sandwich,  without  being  able  to  make  out  any 
charge  .igainft  him  ;  a  lituation  in  which  the  late  Houfe  w 
Commons  had  feen  one  of  its  members  placed,  and  a  litua- 
tion in  which,  the  honourable  gentlt-man,  who  fpoke  laft, 
pofi-il>ly  might  be  placed  after  the  holidavs. 
w!''^'"  ^'^''-  ^-  '/6^-t7'Aw^fupported  Mr.  Fox. 
Mr.  Court-i  Mr.  Courtnaye  lecommended  vigour  and  fpirittoadminiftra- 
fiaye.  tion,  and  unanimity  and  chcarfulnefs  to  the  Houfe.     He  de- 

fended the  going  C)n  with  the  American  war  on  the  plea  of  iti 
neceffity,  laid  he  could  view  America  in  no  other  light  than  a> 
the  ally  of  France,  Speaking  of  Lord  North's  fituation,  he 
faid  his  iecuri^y  in  office  was  owing  to  the  bad  opinion  the 
publick  cnttFtaincd  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to  get  into  his  place, 
and  that  the  fpc  ech  of  Charles  the  Second  to  his  brother  James, 
Duke  of  York,  wa«  perfectly  applicable  to  him.  When  the 
Duke  of  York  l:ad  lold  the  king,  "  he  wondered  a  prince 
who  had  rendered  himielf  lb  unjxipular,  would  venture  abroad 
without  his  body  guard."  1  he  king  replied,  "  Have  no 
fears  for  my  tafct'y,  l-rother,  I  am  perfe£l)y  iecure  in  my  per- 
fon,  as  long  as  my  p.ople  know,  that  if  1  die  or  am  cut  off^ 
you  miifl:  be  my  fucccflbr.'* 
,  ,^  .  \^ovi\A[abon  iaid,  the  American  war  could  not  be  deemed  t 
war  ot  ncccihty  ;  and  ihis  pofition  his  Lcrdlhip argued  upoo 
this  |>r"'nci|«lt-,  — that  as  no  rational  or  fcifibie  propofilion  for 
concili.'.tion  iiad  b.cen  held  out  to  America,  it  was  not  fair  to 
fay  the  war  w.ts  carried  lu  of  ncccility.  His  Lordfhip  mi 
moft  anin^.atcf!  ftilc,  arraigned  and  ri}J!obatcd  the  propcfitioDI 
made  by  ihe  co:i:m;liions,  ttrmmg  them  fcandalous,  and  dif* 
graceful  to  the  laft  degree. 
"Mr.  Pultc  ^''-  P'^i^^^f^y  declared  the  noble  Lord  was  miftaken  in  what 
ney.  he  had  aflertcti,  of  rhe  commiifioncrs  having  offered  to  pay 

the  debts  of  America, 

Lord 
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I        Lord  MahoH  replied,  and  read  cxtrafts  from  the  public  aA$  tordMaUa. 

t  of  the  commiffioners  in  fupport  of  what  he  had  before  faid. 
k        Mr.  Fox  argued  on  the  fame  ground,  ftating,  in  compari-  ^^^  ^^^ 

I  ftn  to  the  interpretation  put  upon  the  commiffioners  offering 

I  to  afiifl  in  arranging  the  dcbtf  of  America,  by  Mr.  Pulteney, 
I:  that  if  any  rich  man  came  to  him  and  offered   to  fettle   hit 

II  debts,  he  fhould  naturally  imagine  he  meant  him  a  real  favour, 
i  and  defigned  to  lift  the  load  off  hi^fhouldcrs  by  paying  them, 
H  but  that  if  it  afterwards  appeared,  that  he  only  meant  to  give 
5  him  his^idvice,  how  he  (hould  pay  his  debts  out  of  his  own 
i  fortune,  he  fhould  feel  himfelf  miferably  difappointed. 

:i  The  queftion  was  then'put  and  carried,  nem.  con*  without 
g    k  diviiion. 

II  After  that,  a  fecond  refolution  for  voting  4I.  per  man  per 
I  month,  for  the  feamen  and  marines  already  voted,  was  put 
I     and  agreed  to. 

November  14. 
No  debate. 
I  November  15. 

I         A  converfation  took  place  relative  to  the  day  on  which  a 
J    petition  concerning  the  eleftion  at  Oakhampton  (hould  be 
j     heard,  in  confcqucnce  of  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke  having 
I     defined  that  the  petition  might  be  heard  in  its  turn. 
j.         Mr,  Rigby  faid,  he  did  not  underftand  the  cxpreffion,  zndMu Riily. 
,     in    a  plain      manner  contended,    that    in    confequence   of 
I   '  Mr.  Grenville's  aft,  which   was   fo  much   the  favourite  of 
j     the  Houfe,  more  frivolous  petitions,  prefented  without  any 
J     wifh  to  be  heard,  and  merely  with  a  view  that  the  petitioners 
I     might  obtain  privilege  of  parliament  for  the  interval  of  tim^ 
^     that  elapfed  between  the  delivery  of  the  |>et{tion  and  its  being 
f     determined  upon,  were-brought  to  that  Houfe  than  had  been 
J      ufually  brought  when  the  elcftion  petitions  were  heard  in  the 
old  parliamentary  way.     Mr.  Rigby  laid,  it  was  neither  pro- 
^     per,  nor  was  it  his  defign,  to  fay  a  fyllable  as  to  the  particu- 
,      lar  petition  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  who   fpoke 
I      laft  referred.     If  he  chofe  to  fpeak  of  it,  perhaps   he  knew 
as  much  of  the  merits  of  the  Oakhampton  eleflion  as  any 
gentleman  prefent;  but  he  was  aware,  that  was  not  the  time 
forgoing  into  them,  and  he  declared  now,  as  he  before  de- 
clared in  that  Houfe,  that  unlel's  the  Houfe  compelled  him  to 
it,  he  never  would   be  a  member  of  an  eleftion  committee  ;  ' 
without  adverting  therefore  in  the  leaft  to  the  merits  of  the 
petition,  the  hearing  of  which  was  then  the  fubjeft  of  alterca- 
^ion^  hcdefircd  and  hope^  that  the  Houfe  in  generai  would 

fellow 


^4  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1780. 

follow  die  good  old  cuftom  of  making  example  of  thofc  who 
fhould  hereafter  appear  to  have  frivoloufly  petitioned,  and 
who  without  any  ferlous  reaibn  to  juftify  their  conduft,  took 
up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in  inveftigating  allegations,  which 
could  not  be  fppported.  After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Dun- 
ning, Mr.  Townfhend,  &c.  the  day  of  hearing  the  petition 
was  altered. 

The   Houfe  afterwards  refolved  itfcif  into  a  committee  of 
fupply. 
l^rdmjl'      Lord  PVtficote  moved,  that  the  land  tax  for  the  year  1781 
'^'*'  be  4s.  in  the  pound,  with  the  ufual  difference  for  Scotland. 

His  Lordfhip  alio  moved,  that  the  duties  on  malt,  mum, 
cyder,  and  perry,  be  continued  the  next  year  at  the  rate  at 
which  they  now  flood. 

Both  thefe  refolutions  were  agreed  to. 
November  16. 
Mi^Rfincbiit  Mr.  Minchtn  faid,  the  orders  given  to  the  military,  at  the 
time  of  the  late  riots,  to  aft  without  waiting  for  the  civil 
magiflrate,  had  occafioncd  great  difcontent  without  doors. 
The  order  might  perhaps  be  juflified  from  neceflity,  or  from 
the  negligence  of  the  magiflrates  ;  for  they  had  been  (hame- 
fully  inaftive  ;  but  indeed  the  detachments  of  troops  had  been 
fo  numerous,  and  fo  difperfed  through  London  and  Weft- 
minfler,  that,  had  the  magiflrates  been  ever  fo  ready  to  do 
their  duty,  there  was  not  a  lufHcient  number  of  thefu  to 
head  all  the  detached  parties.  To  remedy  this  defeft,  and 
to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  a  military  man,  as  fuch,  to  have 
the  lives  of  his  fellow  fubjefls  at  his  command  any  more,  as 
he  himfelf  had  had  at  the  late  riots,  he  wifhed  that  a  new 
commii?ion  of  the  peace  for  the  whole  kingdom  fhould  take 
place,  and  that  the  names  of  almofl  all  the  rcfpeftable  gentle- 
men in  each  countv  fhould  be  inferted  in  it.  This,  he  faid, 
would  furnifh  us  with  a  fufficient  number  of  magiflrates  to 
head  the  military,  if  we  fhould  be  ever  obliged  to  refort  to 
them  again  :  but  as  he  did  not  expeft  that  all  thefe  gentle- 
men would  qualify  thcmlelves  to  aft  in  general  as  juflices  of 
the  peace,  though  he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  very 
readily  do  fo  in  cafes  of  emergency,  he  moved,  *'  That  leave 
*^  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  all  perfons  namt;d 
**  in  any  commiflion  of  the  peace,  to  aft  as  juflices  in  the 
**  fiipprcflion  of  riots  and  tumults,  notwithflanding  thcjr 
"  have  not  taken  out  their  dedimus potcjlatem*'^ 
S'trCt^^e  ^>r  Ceorgc  Tonge  i'ecoiydcd  xhc  motion;  but  expefted  that 
jVwjjf.        th'j  honourable  gentleman  would  take  care  to  provide  in  bit 

bill, 
4 
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bill,  that  the  military  fhould  be  reforted  to  only  in  the  fecond 
iaftance;  and  after  the  civil  power  had  been  firft  called  in. 

Mr.  Minchin  faid,  that  this  was  the  very  principle  of  his 
bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  fVilkes  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  Mr.  Ald^a. 
did  BOt  mean  to  grant  powers  of  magiftracy  to  any  man,  vfho  mznirukgu 
Ihould  not  previoully  have  taiccn  the  oath  of  office,  to  do 
juftice  between  the  King  and  his  fubjcfls. 
'    Mr.  Minchin  anfwcred  in  the  negative. 

Lord  Beauchamp  was  of  opinion  that  this  woald  deftroy  the  Lord  Seta* 
very  objeft  of  the  bill.  The  principle  of  the  bill  was  to  dif-  cbum^. 
penfe  with  certain  formalities  in  cafe  of  emergency  ;  and  yet, 
when  the  emergency  (hould  arrive,  the  magift rates  muft  not 
aft  till  they  have  gone  through  thole  formalities.  The  bill 
was  fuppofed  to  be  a  difpenfing  bill, 'and  yetdifpenfed  with 
nothing.  There  was  indeed  a  bill  which  paffes  regularly 
every  leffion  ;  which,  by  difpenfing  with  the  qualification  oath 
of  juftices  of  the  peace,  naturally  opened  a  door  to  the  low 
and  the  indigent,  and  was  the  great  caufe  why  gentlemen  of 
charafter  were  fo  averfe,  in  Middlefex  particularly,  to  aft 
as  magiflrates ;  they  did  not  like  to  fit  on  the  fame  bench  with 
perfons  fo  greatly  inferior  to  them  in  rank  and  fortune.  He 
wifhed,  however,  to  fee  the  bill  brought  in,  when  the  Houfe 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  add  whatever  might  be  found 
wanting  in  it. 

Mr.  George  On/low  fpoke  againft  the  magiflrates  ;  accufed  Mr.  Cgorg, 
them  of  fhameful  negleft  of  duty,  which  alone  had  made  it  ^/«w* 
necefiary  to  call  oat  the  military  on  the  late  occafion. 

Sir  Edward  Aftley  defended  the  magiflrates ;  and  mentioned  sir  Edvari 
one  in  particular  [Hyde]  who,  while  he  was  at  the  head  of /jJ?/^. 
the  guards,  that  were  drawn  up  for  the   proteftion  of  that 
Houfe,  had  not  fweryed  from  his  duty,  though  at  the  very, 
fame  time  his  own  houfe  was  demolifhing  by  the  mob. 

Eart  of  S^urr^  complained  of  the  want  of  magiflrates  in  two  ^^^  ^^ 
counties,  in  which  he  fometimes  refided.  ^  In  one  there  were^j«rr<^ 
very  few;  in  the  other,  in  the  weft  of  England,  there  were 
icarce  any.  This  aroie,  he  thought,  from  the  manner  in 
which  commiffions  were  made  out  by  the  cu/todes  rotulorunt^ 
and  Lords  Lieutenants.  He  wifhed  that  Ibmcthing  might 
be  done  in  the  bill  moved  for,  to  regulate  the  conimiifions  of 
the  peace,  and  fupply  the  country  better  with  magiflrates. 

Sir  P.  y,  Clerke  faid,  that  the  complaint  of  a  fcarcity  of  str?.  y. 
oii^ftrates,  was  general  all  over  the  kingdom.  curke. 

Ttcqucftioawasput,  and  leave  gvvcu  vo\)\\K\?,\tv^^\i^^ 
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The  follm}\ng  is  a  copy  of  the  ABSTRACT  of  the  BILL  U 

enable  ali  per f ens ^  named  in  any  commiffion  of>%he  peace y  to  M 

in  the  fupprejjion  of  the  ri§ts,  notwitijjianding  tbey    kerve  ntt 

taken  ait  theit  Dedimus  Poteftatem  ;  and  for  enabling  them  U 

taU  the  oath  of  ^alif  cation. 

"  It  recites,  That  in  cafes  of  fudden  riots,  a  fufficient 
number  of  magiftrates  duly  qualified,  cannot  at  all  times  be 
affembled  to  quell  luch  riots. 

"  It  therefore  eriafts,  That  after  a  certain  time  to  be 
mentioned  in  this  bill,  every  pcrfon  whofe  names  fhall  be  in- 
feited  in  any  commiffion  of  the  peace  for  any  county,  riding, 
or  divifion,  fhall  be  fully  authorized  to  aft  as  a  juftice  of  the 
peace  within  fuch  county,  ridincj:,  ordiviiian,  for  fuppreifing 
any  riots,  notwithftanding  he  (hall  not  have  taken  the  ufoai 
oath  of  office  under  the  writ  of  Dedimus  Poujiatem* 

**  It  alfo  recites,  That  divers  provifions  have  been  made, 
for  preventing  and  punifhing  fuch  offences,  efpccially  by  an  ad 
of  George  the  Firfi,  and  therefore  cnafts.  That  every  perfon 
fo  named,  in  any  commiffion  of  the  peace,  not  having  taken 
the  oath  of  office,  fhall  be,  to  all  intents,  a  juftice  of  the 
peace,  within  the  meaning  of  the  flatutcs  aforefaid,  and  in- 
vefled  with  all  privileges  and  authorities,  contained  in  fach 
ftatutes,  as  other  juftices  who  may  have  taken  the  oath  res* 
lating  thereto, 

*^  It  alio  enafts.  That  no  fuch  perfon,  fhall  he  capable  of 
afting  as  a  juftice,  unlelk  qualified  according  to  the  a£k  of 
the  1 8th  of  George  II,  **  For  the  further  qualification" of 
juftices,"  and  having  taken  and  fubfcribcd  an  oath  to  be  iD'* 
fened  in  this  aft,  and  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  fupremacy  and 
abjuration. 

"It  further  enafts,  That  every  juftice  within  the  faind 
county,  riding,  or  divifion,  is  toadminifter  fuch  oaths.to  aaf 
peribn  before  defcribed,  requiring  to  take  the  fame  ;  fuca 
oaths  to  be  recorded,  and  the  clerk  to  have  a  fee,  to  be  fixed 
by  this  aft,  with  a  penalty  for  any  perfon  who  fhall  prefiime 
\'j  aft,  without  being  quahfied — a  claufe  limiting  the  timt 
of  bringing  the  aft  ion  after  the  faft  upon  which  the  fame  is 
grounded,  fhall  be  committed,  and  allowing  every  defeat 
dant  the  benefit  of  making  out  his  qualification. 

*^  And  it  enafts.  That  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  everf 
county,  fhall  cauic  lifts  of  the  names  of  all  perfons  in  dl0 
commiffions  of  the  peace,  to  be  printed;  and  when   in-  like 
manner,  any  new  commiffion  fhall  be  made  out,  aodtranfii- 
xHi'r  fucix  printed  lifts  to  Vke  cJtiuteViVi wdBtk%  o€  cv«y.  ^^9 
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emd  to  the  clfcrte  of  both  Houfcs  of  Parliament ;  the  cxpencc 
of  printings  the  faid  lifts  to  be  paid  to  every  fuch  clerk  of  the 
peace,  bythc  treafureroffuchcoiinty,  ri'd|ng,  ordivifion. 
Schedule.' 
Coimtyj    riding,    orl 
divifion  of  M.  to  wit*  J 
**  Be  it  remembered.  That  A.  B:  being  one  of  the  perfons 
named-  in  the  commiffion  of  the  peace  for  this  county,  &c. 
came  before  me  /•  P.  one  of  his 'Majefty's  juftice&of  the 
peace  afting  for  the  faid  county,  &c.  and  took  the  oath  of 
qualification. 

(Signed)  4^?,\ 

and  I  the  above-named  /.  P.  do  alfi)  certify,  That  the^fail 
A,  B,  alfo  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  fupremsvcy,  'ind  ab- 
juration, at  the  fame  time  before  me.  Given  under  my 
hand  and  feal.  '    f.'P. 

(L..S.) 

The  land  tax  bill  at  48.  and  malt  tax  bills  brought  in  and 
read.   No  debate. 

November  i^.   (Saturday.) 

Land  and  malt  bills  read  a  fecond  tinie  and  committed. 
No  debate.     Adjotirned  to  the  20th. 
November  20. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  he  had  in  his  hand  a  petition  of  a  ^ry  iSpgilar  Mr.  F*.*. 
nature.  It  neither  complained  of  bribery  and  corriiptibn',; 
nor  of  an  undue  eleftion  or  return.  He  coujd  not  fiiy 
whether  the  Houfe  would  think  it  proper  to  receive  it  iri  the 
flharafter  and  defcription  of  petitions  relating  toi'-'elfif^ions. 
He  would  read  the  petition^  and  the  Houfe '  would  judg|b 
\vhether  it  flrould  be  brought  up.  [After  Mr.  Fox  had  read 
it,  it  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up.] 

Sitbjlanct  of  Sir  Thomas    Halifax  and  Aff\  Ro^frs*s  petition 
to.theSoufioft!§mmons^  refpeUing  the  CorJentr^  eleiliQn. 

Petiti6n-fets  forth, 
ift.'  That  c5n  the  9th  of  September  laft,  being  the  day  of 
dcftion,  a  great  number  of  colliers  and  other  perfons,  not 
inhabitants  or  freeftienof  the  faid  city,  riotoufly  affcmblcd 
together,  with  a  blue  flag  and  blue  and  white  cockades,  tlje. 
cnfigns   of  Edward  Roe  Yeo,    and  John  Baker   Holroyd, 
c^me  to  the  place  of  eleftion,  and  violently  dragged  there- 
froth  many  of  the  voters  in  the  intereft  of  \ts  ^t4\\^^^^% 
Vol,  XVJJL  O  >iwt.^ 


98  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1780. 

there  aifembled,  and  took  poiTeiEon  of  the  booth,  and  all  acceis 
thereto;  aflaulted*  the  freemen,  tore  off  their  cloatht,  and 
flripped  them  naked  to  the  waift,  and  beat,  bruifed,  and 
otherwife  ill  treated  them,  to  the  great  danger  of  their  livei; 
prevented  them  from  polling,  and  declaring  they  came  there 
to  fupport  the  blues. 

2d.  That  on  account  of  the  faid  violences,  &c.  only  (bur 
pcrfons  could  poll  for  the  petitioners  on  that  day,  and  the 
poll  was  adjourned  to  the  nth. 

3d.  That  the  petitioners  called  on  the  flierifls  to  proteft 
the  perfons  of  faid  voters,  and  preferve  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tion ;  the  (herifFs  did  appoint  one  end  of  the  booth  for  the 
voters  of  the  petitioners  to  poll  at)  and  the  other  for  Yeo  and 
Holroyd.  Many  conftables  fworn  to  keep  the  peace :  pofts 
and  rails  ereAed  for  feparating  the  voters  on  each  fide  and 
protedii^  them  to  poll.  But  the  faid  rioters  again  aflembled 
on  Monday  morning,  cut  and  broke  down  the  faid  pofts  and 
rails,  and  carried  them  away  ;  and  during  the  poll  obftmfted 
the  petitioners*  voters  from  polling,  and  committed  the  like 
violences,  as  on  the  ninth,  fo  that  only  21  voters  could  poIL. 

4th.  Said  poll  being  adjourned  till  the  next  day,  on  the 
morning  of  the  fame  feveral  hundred  voters  for  the  petitioncn 
being  peaceably  aiTembled  at  that  end  of  the  booth  appointed 
by  the  (herifFs  for  them  to  be  polled  at,  leaving  open  the 
other  end,  a  great  mob  of  colliers  and  other  rioters,  with 
many  hundreds  of  their  voters,  came  up  to  that  part  of  the 
booth  where  the  petitioners'  voters  were  Handing,  and  thcB 
and  there  dragged  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  ftnpped,  beat, 
and  cruelly  tore  and  bruifed  many  of  the  petitioners'  voten, 
and  drove  the  reft  from  the  faid  poll;  would  not  permit 
them  to  give  their  votes,  fo  that  three  only  polled  that  day, 

5th.  Said  rioters  being  determined  that  the  petitioners' 
voters  fhould  not  come  up  to  the  poll,  they  aiTembled  in  the 
night  time  continually  afterwards,  and  tocw:  pollcffion  of  the 
booth,  and  kept  the  lame  until  the  time  of  polling  the  next 
day.  Obftruded  all  the  avenues  to  the  place  of  pollings 
violently  drove  back  the  fherifFs,  magiftrates,  and  peace- 
officers,  whenever  they  attempted  to  open  accefs  for  &id 
voters ;  took  the  ftaves  from  the  conftables  and  broke  them ; 
fame  violences  continued  from  day  to  day  till  the  i8th  in- 
clulive. 

6th.  Previous  to  the  day  of  ^leSion,  and  daring  the  pot], 
petitioners  and  the  other  candidates  were  called  upon  to  poll 
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by  tallies,  to  prevent  riot  and  confufion  at  the  eleAion.  Agreed 
to  by  petitioners,  but  refufed  by  Yoe  and  Holroyd. 

Petitioners  allowed  to  keep  their  majority  of  27,  and  to 
poll  at  different  ends  of  the  booth,  to  be  proteAed  by  peace* 
officers,  was  accepted  by  Halifax  and  Rogers,  and  refufed 
by  Yeo  and  Holroyd. 

7th.  Said  colliers  were  hired  or  employed  bv  Yeo  and 
Holroyd,  and  their  agents,  and  paid,  entertainea,  and  pro- 
vided with  lodging,  meat,  and  drink  by  them>  and  they 
abetted  the  riots  and  obftru£tions. 

8th.  On  account  of  the  faid  riots  and  violences  ofiered  the 

perfons  of  the  iherifFs,  magiftratcs,  and  peace-officers,  on 

the  1 8th  of  September,  the  poll  was  oeceifarily  difcontinued* 

That  your  petitioners  are  ready  with   their  witnefles  tt> 

prove  (he  truth  of  the  feveral  allegations  herein  made. 

Wherefore  your  petitioners  moft  humbly  pray  that  this 
honourable  Houfe  will  hear  them  by  their  counfel,  and  take 
the  premifes  into  confideration,  and  grant  fuch  relief  therein 
.«s  the  nature  of  the  cafe  requires,  and  as  to  the  Houfe  in  its 
good  wifdom  and  jufUce  Ihall  fecm  fit ;  and  your  petitioners 
uiall  ever  pray,  &c. 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to  affirm  thatMr,F##. 
the  charge  contained  in  this  petition  was  well  founded; 
whether  it  was  or  no,  would  appear  from  the  evidence  to  be 
brought  to  the  bar  :  but  he  mamtained  that  it  was  a  heavy 
charge,  and  a  fpecific  charge :  and  if  it  (hould  be  proved, 
the  gentlemen  againft  whom  it  was  brought  were  deierving 
of  very  fevere  punifhment.  The  crime  with  whidi  they 
were  charged  was  of  a  heinous  nature  :  a  violation  of  the 
freedom  of  election,  which  tended  to  undermine  the  liberty 
of  the  country,  by  Tapping  the  foundation  of  the  freedom  of 
the  conftitution.  He  therefore  moved  the  following  refolu- 
tions : 

Firft,  That  this  petition  l^  taken  into  confideration  on 
Thurfday  next ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Secondly,  That  Sir  Thomas  Halifax  and  Mr.  Rogers,  the 

Eetitioners,  be  allowed  by  themfelves  or  their  counfel,  to 
ring  evidence  to  the  bar  of  the  Hgufe  of  Commons,  in  fup* 
port  of  the  charge  contained  in  the  petition ;  which  was  al(b 
agreed  to. 

Thirdlv,  That  Mr.  Edward  Roe  Yoe  and  Col.  J,  Holroyd 
be  defirea  to  atlcnd  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  Thurlday 
next. 

O  a  Mr, 
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Mr.  Ri^ly.  Mr*  Rigby  oppofed  tliis  laft  refolution.  It  was  unjuft  and 
unprfecedcntcd.  The  gentlemen  pointed  at  in  the  petition 
muft  be  accounted  innocent  until  they  fhould   be    proved 

fuilty.     A  mere  allegation  was  not  fufficient  to  authorife  the 
loufe  to  bring  CoK  Holroyd  and  Mr,  Yoc  to  the  bar  in  the 
chafafter  of  delinquents ;  he  would  therefore  give  the  motiGO 
for  this  refolution  his  negative, 
Crn-rai  General  Smith  faid,  that  the  refolution  was  not  unprecedei- 

Smi:h,  ted.  He  himfelf  had  been  brought  to  the  bar  of  tl^  Houfc  m 
the  humirratingcharafter  of  a  delinquent,  brfore  any  evidence 
was  called  for  againil  him,  and  merely  upon  a  fulpicionlhat 
he  hadfecreted  certain  witnefles  whom  he  named  :  a  circumo 
ftance  in  his  life  which  had  made  a  deep  imprefRon  in  his 
mind,  'and  which  he  could  never  efface.  At  the  fame  time 
candour  obliged  him  to  declare,  that  he  did  not  bring  that 
faft  as  a  precedent  for  furhmoning  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Yoc 
and  Mr.  Hdboyd,  He  thought  he  had  been  treated  unjuftlji 
and  he  could  not  in  jufticc  to  himfelf  pafs  by  this  opportunity 
of  animadverting  on  a  proceeding  by  which  he  conlidcred 
himfelf  greatly  injured^ 
Mr.  Fcx,  Mr.  Fox  did  not  conceive  that  he  did  any  thing  unkind  or 
unjuft  to  Col,  Holroyd  and  Mr.  Yoe,  when  he  dciired  their 
attendance  on  Thurfday  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe.  He  wasvf 
opinion,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  gentlemen  themfelves 
would  wifli  and  be  anxious  for  an  opportunity  of  makiif 
Tinown  their  innocence.  Whenever  the  honourable  gentlem^ 
[Mr.  Rigby]  had  any  accufation  to  bring  againft  him,  he 
*bcgged  that  he  might  bring  it  face  to  face,  and  give  him  an 
'oppoVhanity  of  anlwering  for  himfelf.  Anew  writ  would.be 
moved  for  to-morrow  for  an  eleftion  of  members  to  fervc  in 
Parliament  for  Coventry ;  and  in  the  mean  time  a  very  great 
number  of  voters,  friends  to  the  petitioners,  would  be  abfent 
from  the  eleSion,  while  Col.  Holroyd  and  Mr,  Yoe  would 
by  this  partial  conduft,  have  an  unfair  advantage  over  their 
competitors.  This  would  be  the  littlcft  manoeuvre  to  whidi 
a  minifterial  majority,  amongft  all  their  condefcenfions,  had 
ever  defcended.  He  thought  that  this  caufc  fhould  be  decided 
before  any  cleftioq  at  Coventry  fhould  take  place.  It  wai, 
indcied,  Mr.  Holroyd's  and  Mr.  Yoe's  intereft  that  a  new 
■cleftion  Ihould  take  place  as  foon  as  poffible,  both  becanfe  the 
p  raft  ices  of  which,  as  was  allcclged,  tlicy  had  been  guilty, 
'ro'Uftgive  ?n  unfavourable  impreffion  of  them,  which  migbc 
■jiavean  unhappy  influence  on  their  eleftioh;  and  becaui^j 
il'tbe  clcftion  Uioqld  be  gver  before  the  enc^uiry  into  the 

thinp 
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:  things  charged  agaioft  the  accufed  party,  the  petitioners 
'.'would  not  have  the  fame  motives  .that  ihey  have  now  for 
■  making  good  their  charge,  and  might  therefore  very  natural- 
'  '}y  -be  fuppofed  to  ;pelax  in  their  'zeal.of  profeciuing  this  appeal 
f-aod  complaint  to  the.Houfe  of  Commons,  Mr,  Grenvillefs 
3 '.bill,  as  it  was  called,  had,  indeed,  been  prod udive  of  mucli 
good;  it,  however,  was  the  fourceof  Ibme  inconveniencies ; 
:.<ind  anaong  thefe  he  reckoned  the  pollibility  of  influencing, 
(  by  fiich  a  manoeavre  as  that  be  had  mentioned,  an  eledion. 
:  He  begged  and  hoped  that  miniftry  would  not  be  fo  uncandid 
s-iftg  to  cake  advantage  of  an  incenveniency  attending  that  ex- 

-  coUent  bill,  and  of  eftablilhing  ,a  :preccdcnt,  which  was  m 
:  itfelf  unjuft,  though  it  could  never  militate  againft  themfelves. 
:.  He  alfo  adverted  to  that  forwardncfs  of  miniftry  in  cndea- 
:.vouring  to  bring  on  an  eleflion  at  Coventry,  which  appeared 
1  .OD  the  firft  day  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  &c. 

r  hcfrd  BMUcbamp  i^'idy  the  law  requires,  that  within  a  cer- Lord  f»«- 
i.tain  time  writs,  feould  be  iffued  for  eleftions,  and  that  tiroe'***-^- 
^,  would  expire  to-Jiiorrow.  No  burry  had  .been  fliewn  in  ap- 
-ipointiog  a  time  for  examining  the  uieriffs  of  Coventry.  If 
i};tbefe  officers  hadrdone  ar  they  ought  to  have  done  ;  if  they 
^<bad  made  a  return  of  two  naembers,.  according  M>1t^^•aunlbers 
-that  were  aftually  polled,  however  few,  the. circumftances 
.,  that  rendered  the  cledion  undue  a^d  €if  no  avail  might  have 
come  before  the  Houie  in  the  way  of  petition  as  ul'ual,  and 

-  much  trouble  have  been  thereby  prevented.  An.  honourable 
^1  friend  of  his  had  faid,  that  there  would  be  partiality  in  bring- 
:.jpgon  the  eleAion  at  Coventry  at  a  time  when  the  petitioners 

with  their  witnefies,  who  were  their  friends  in  the  eledlioo, 
^.fliould  be  attending  the  bar  of  that  Houfe,  But  would  there 
>vnot.be  as  great  partiality  in  ordering  the  two  other  gentlemen 
^  'to  be  abfent  from  the-  place  of  eleftion,    ag  it  would  be  to 

-  C{ill  to  the  bar  voters  on  tlie  other  fide  ?  The  petitioner* 
^. might  appear  by  counfel;  but  it  was  propofed  that  Mr.  Hol- 
.  royd  and  Mr.  Yoe  Ihould  attend  the  Houfe  in  perfon.  His 
jLrOrdfhip  farther  contended,  that  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  when 
..printed,  was  a  fufficient,  and  the  proper  intimation  to  tho 
[jaft  mentioned  igentlemen  to  attend,  if  they  thought  their 
..intereft  required  their  attendance,  .and  that  any  order  to  at- 
[.  ]U;nd  was  equally  improper,  unjuft  and  unprecedented.  For 
«rWi(th -regard  to  what  had  been  advanced  by  General  Smith,  lie 
[•.believed  t))at  he  had  been  ordered  to  attend,  after  the  affair 
l.{ic.allude4  to  had  made  fome  progrefs  in  the  Houfe,  and  that 
Lit  was  by  aicommitt^  of  the  wiiple- Houfe  on  that  ful)jc£V, 
•v^^at  he'  was  ordered  to  attends  General 
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Geneni  General  ^rnith  from  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  cvii 

•^waih.        that  Lord  Be^uchamp^  in  making  this  laft   pofition^ 

miflaken. 

iif.  To*.        Mr.  Fox  replied  to  Lord  Bcauchamp.    He  allowed 

there  would  be  partiality  in  ordering  Colondl  Holroyd 

Mr.  Yeo  to  attend  the  Houfe,  if  the  eleftion  were  t 

hurried  on  in  the  manner  he  apprehended  it  would  be  ;  b 

was  for  deferring  the  election  until  this  caufe  wmt  dec 

therefore  an  order  for  the  attendance  of  theie  gentlemen  i 

not  betray  any  partiality. 

General         General  Smtb  obferved,  that  there  was  a  preceden 

Smith.       putting  ofF  the  ele£tion  of  members  for  Coventry,  i 

borough  of  Hindon,  to  which  no  writ  had   been   fen 

elcAing  a  member  of  parliament  for  the  courfe  of  two  ] 

Lord  Bfu-      Lord  Biauchamp  replied,  that  the  caies  were  totally 

'*****       milar;   for  the  burgeffes  of  Hindon  had  been  guilty  of 

tain  praftices,  for  which  that  delay  to  fend  a  writ  of  elc 

was  a  dcferved  punifhment,  whereas  the  inhabitants  of 

ventry  were  not  charged  with  malverfation  of  any  kind. 

Lordihip  added,  that  he  had  a  petition,  in  oppofition  tc 

prefented  by  his  honourable  friend,  from  Colonel  Hd 

and  Mr«  Yeo,  and  others^  burgeflei  of  Coventry.     He 

the  prayer  of  the  petition;  which  was,  that  the  meriA  o 

be  punifhed  for  not  making  a  return  of  members  to  fen 

Parliament  for  Coventry,  &c, 

Mr.  ray.        Mr.  Fox  Withdrew  his  motion  for  the  third   refek 

The  petition,  mentioned  by  Lord  Beauchamp,  was  brc 

up,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  at  the 

time  with  the  other  petition  relating  to  the  fame  fubjeft. 

A  petition  having  been  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  comf 

ing  of  an  undue  eleSion,  and  containing  a  charge  of  br 

atid  corruption  againft  the  fitting  members  for  StaHbrd, 

Mr.  sic         Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  and  complained,  that  it  was  in  die  ( 

ridar,        ^f  ^j^y  petitioner  to  bring  a  charge  of  crimes  and.  n 

meanors  againft  any  member  of  that  Houfe  with  impc 

.    Where  it  is  allcdged  that  an  eleftion  is  undue  on  accoi 

informalities    or  upon  certain  points  of  law  or  cuftoua 

charadler  and  feelings  of  the  member  againft  whom  fi 

petition  is  brought  receive  no  hurt;   but  the  cafe  iac 

wjfe  where  an  accufation  is  brought  of  bribery  and  co 

lion,  crimes  fo  high  in  the  eye  of  the  laws  and  conftil 

of  this  country.     He  therefore  cxpreflcd  a  wifh  that 

gentlemen  of  greater  experience  in  Parliament  and  < 

fiuencc  than  himfclf^  would  devife  fome  method  of  pre 
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iag  frivolous  aad  malicious  petitions,  and  of  punilhing  their 
aothori  fuitably  to  the  nature  of  their  offences.  It  was  very 
hard  that  a  gentleman  (faould  lie  under  the  imputation  of 
crimes  of  which  he  was  innocent  for  a  whole  year,  perhaps 
for  a  longer  period.  He  obferved  alio,  that  under  fuch  cir* 
comftances  every  member,  who  had  been  fairly  and  iodepcn* 
dtently  eie£lcd,  muft  feel  equally  for  the  credit  of  his  con- 
mituents,  from  whom  he  derived  his  truft,  and  whofe  cha- 
ra&er,  as  well  as  intereft,  it  was  his  duty  to  defend  :  that  it 
xrtainly  was  a  moft  ferious  hardfliip,  that  upon  the  accufa- 
tton  of  a  few  of  the  loweft  and  moft  unprincipled  voters  in 
any  borough,  a  numerous  and  refpeftable  body  fhould  re- 
nain  traduced  and  ftigmatized  in  the  eyes  of  that  Hou(e  for 
the  fpace  of  a  year,  m  a  petition  which  fliould  at  lad  be 
proved  a  grofs  and  groundlefs  libel.  He  therefore  hoped  that 
fome  gentlemen  of  more  experience  than  himfelf  would  turn 
their  thoughts  towards  providing  fome  juft  and  adequate  re- 
medy to  this  evil,  and  fome  exemplary  penalties,  whenever 
charges  of  fo  grofs  a  nature  are  preferred  on  frivolous  grounds, 
iind  with  unfair  purpofcs.  [He  was  heard  with  particular  at- 
tention, the  Houfe  being  uncommonly  ilill  while  he  was 
faking.] 

Mr.  Rigby  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  Mr.  Ri^ 
juftnefe  of  his  complaint.     He  afterwards,  however,  thought 
proper  to  attempt  to  ridicule  the  idea  of  any  member's  being 
concerned  for  the  character  of  his  conftituents,  and  to  throw 
out  fome  iniinuations  againft  the  burgeiTes  of  Stafford. 
.  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  though  thofe  miniAerial  members,  Mr.  Fas. 
who  chiefly  robbed  and  plundered  their  conflituents,  might 
afterwards  affedl  to.  dcfpife  them ;  yet  gentlemen,  who  felt 
properly  the  nature  of  the  truft  allotted  to  them,  would  al- 
ways treat  them  and  fpeak  of  them  with  refpeft.     He  ihtn 
alluded  to  the  late  member  for  Stafford,  Mr.  W.  and  drew  a 
coniparifon  between  him  and  his  honourable  friend  S.  not 
Tcry  much  to  the  credit  of  the  former,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  Rigby  thought  ^hat  all  fuch  matters  wer^  to  be  judged  Mr.  jr;^. 
of  in  the  committees. ,  It  was  very  hard  to  lie  under  the 
fufpicion  of  fuch  enormities  as  bribery  and  corruption.     He 
pitied  poor  Stafford ;  but  poor  Stafford  mufl  endure  fufpi-. 
cion,  and  even  imputation,  for  a  time  ! 

Mr.  f'ox  fupported   Mr.   Sheridan,    and   at  kngth   the  Mr.  Fax* 
^>eaker  reminding  the    Houfe  that  there  was  no  queflion 
before  them,  ^ 

Right  Uoiiour^hk  T*  T'ou'n/bcnd  took  thU  o^^qxX\«C\vj  ^V'^v-^^^ 
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calling  the  attention  of  the  Hoafc  to  a  motion,  which  hchal 
given  notice  of,  a  few  days-  before,  viz.  that  the  thanfcs  of 
that  Houfc  be  voted  to  their  late  fpeaker.  It  was  not  his  in* 
tcntion,  he  faid,  on  the  prelcnt  occafion,  to  enter  into  a  long 
argument,  to  fhcw  rfie  ftrong  and  cffential  reafons  ijpon 
which  he-  grounded  the  motion  jic  was  about  to  ofFcr  to  tfe 
confideration  of  the  Houfe ;  that  taik,  he  flattered  hirafelf, 
was  altogether  unneceflary ;  for  if  the  Houfc  coul^j  poffiblj 
have  forgotten  the  nrerits  of  the  honourable  gentleman  wko 
had  for  the  two  laft  Parliaments  filled  the  chair  with  fo  mudi  I 
dignity,  the  euloges  pronounced  upon  them,  on  the  firftday  I 
of  the  feflion,  by  the  noble  Lord  and  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  moved  and  feconded  the  propofition,  **  that 
the  prefent  fpeaker  take  the  chair,**  had,  he  doubted  not,  fuf* 
ticiently  refreftied  gentlemen's  mentrories,  and  brought  back 
to  their  recolleftion  the  impreflion  which  Sir  Fletcher's  con- 
duft  had  made,  not  only  on  the  Houfc  in  general,  butoa 
the  minds  of  fome  of  its  oldeft  and  moft  experienced  diemr 
btMs.  Mr.  Townfhend  further  faid,  that  though  he  did  not 
think  it  indifpcnfibly  incumbent  on  him  to  ftate  why  he  made 
the  motion  which  he  jhould  offer,  he  felt  it  proper  to  fay  a 
word  or  two,  as  to  the  reafons  o"n  whicji  he  did  not  ground 
it.  The  firft  of  thefe  had  relation  to  a  particular  paf&ge 
of  a  particular  fpeech  made  by  the  late  fpeaker  at  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  when  his  Majefty  was  about  to  girc  his 
royal  aflent  to  a  bill  for  the  increafe  of  the  civil  cftablifli- 
ment.  He  begged  leave  to  fay,  in  cxprefs  terms,  that  he  dH 
not  move  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  oa 
account  of  that  fpeech,  and  he  thought  it  right  to  fay  fb ;  at 
the  fanie  time  he  muft  declare,  that  he  was  far  from  difap^ 
proving  of  that  fpeech  ;  he  thought  it  a  wife  one,  he  thoug^b 
it  a  well* timed  addrefs,  he  confidered  it  as  an  incontrovertEbljC 
proof  of  the  late  fpeaker's  zeal  and  regard  for  the  dignity  of 
the  Commons  of  England,  and  of  his  judgment  and  ipintinf 
felefting  a  fit  opportunity  for  fupporting  that  dignity.  ThCi 
Houfe  of  Commons  had  themfelves  adopted  this  optnibn; 
they  had  thanked  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  for  this  fpeech,  and 
by  that  means  fealed  their  approbation  of  his  conduft.  It 
was  for  this  reafon,  becaufe  the  Hoofe  had  already  thanked 
the  late  fpeaker  for  that  particulir  part  of  his  condud,  -tfaat 
he  did  not  now  make  it  one  of  the  grounds  of  his  intended 
motion,  and  it  was  for  this  reafon  only.  There  was  otfae^ 
parts  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton's  conduft,  while  he  filled  the 
chair,  which  peculiarly  cutitled  livax  V>  xVkftVv\^Kcfthotu>Qr  a 
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Britifh  fubjcft  could  receive,  the  thanks  of  the  ttoufe  of 
Cemmons ;  and  thofe  were,  his  great  attention  to  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  Houfe,  both  public  and  private,  his  civilitv  and 
readinefs  to  oblige  evtfty  gentleman  concerned  in  the  latter, 
^nd  the  ftrid  and  unimpeachable  impartiality  with  which  he 
filled  the  chair  during  the  period  of  much  controvcrfy  and 
much  altercation*     Above  all,  the  Moufe  were  obliged  to  the 
late  fpeaker  for  the  great  aififtance  he  had  given  to  the  for« 
t^arding  and  carrying  into  efFe£t,   a  bill,  which  the  majoritjr 
of  the  Houfe  had  always  highly  applauded,  and  which  never  had 
many,  now  he  l)clieved  but  very  few,  enemies ;  though  among 
them  there  were  men  extremely  able,  extremely  wife,  and 
who  doubtlefs  founded  their  objeaions  to  the  bill  on  laudable 
'     and  liberal  principles.     That  bill,  however,  of  which  the 
f     greateft  part  of  the  Houfe  had  always  entertained  the  moft 
=    partial  fentiments,  and  of  which  the  falutary  cfft€ts  were 
^    now  fufficiently  proved,  though  certainly  Mr.  GrenviUe  wag 
■    entitled  to  the  firft  and  lai^eft  fliarc  of  praifc  for  framing  it, 
was  indebted  for  its  efficacy  in  a  great  degree  to  Sir  Fletcher 
*     Norton.  -  Of  what  eiTential  importance  that  bill  was,  all  who 
had  fat  in  the  laft  Parliament  were  well  acquainted ;  and  the 
young  members  might  learn  from  the  altercation  that  had 
pafTed  that  day  on  eleftion  matters,  how  ufeful  and  how  con- 
ducive to  the  prefervation  of  the  freedom  of  elcftion  the  bill 
was*     From  the  fpirit  of  party  that  had  fhewn  itfelf  in  the 
converfation,  which  had  taken  place  relative  to  the  Coventry 
ele£lion,  was  there  a  gentleman  prefent  who  did  not  believe, 
that  were  it  not  for  Mr.  Grenvjile*s  bill,  aud  had  the  old 
method  of  trying  cleftion  petitions,  by  the  Houfe  at  large^ 
continued  in  prafiiice,  but  that  a  majority  would  have  imme« 
diately  declared  Mr.  Yeo  and  Mr.  Hclroyd  duly  returned 
members   for  Coventry.     That   retieftion   would  convince 
gentlemen  of  the  merits  of  the  bill  to  which  he  was  alluding, 
and  that  reflcftion  would  render  it  unneceffary  for  him  to  fay 
a  word  more  upon  that  part  of  his  fubjeft. 

With  regard  to  the  motion  he  Ihould  offer,  he  faw  but  one 
objeftion  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  the  leaft  weight, 
and  that,  a  precedent  upon  the  Journals  did  away.  It  might 
be  objefied,  that  being  a  new  rarliament,  the  Houfe  could 
not  take  cognizance  of  the  condaft  of  a  fpeaker  of  preced- 
ing Parliaments,  or  vote  hin^  thanks  for  that  condud.  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton  had  been  fpeaker  nearly  eleven  years ;  his 
fervices  therefore  were  not  mere  fcrviccs  of  yeflerday ;  and 
though  moft  certainly  when  a  new  Parliament  was  fum- 
VoL.  XVIII.  P  monc4> 
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moncd,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  fpcakcr  of  the  old 
Parliament  continued  in  his  office  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  hii 
merits,  neverthelefs,  when  acknowledged,  were  not  to  be 
paffed  over  in  filence.  The  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Onflow, 
was  a  vote  for  thirty-three  years  ferviccs,  a  vote  agreed  to 
by  many  gentlemen  who  were  not  born  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  period  during  which  Mr.  Onflow  had  been  chofen 
fpeaker.  He,  for  one,  fat  in  Parliament  when  that  vote  wai 
moved,  and  he  agreed  to  it,  though  he  was  among  thofe  who 
had  not  been  born  when  Mr.  C5nflow  was  firft  introduced 
into  the  chair.  The  precedent,  therefore,  clearly  fhewed 
that  it  was  not  uncuftomary  for  one  Parliament  to  look  back,  I 
and  vote  thanks  to  a  fpeaker  for  condud  which  be  had  adopted, 
and  uniformly  purfued  before  that  Parliament  had  cxiftence. 

As  to  the  wording  of.  the  prefent  motion,  Mr.  TownfheDd 
faid,  he  was  ifree  to  own  that  he  had  laboured  under  much 
difficulty,  Pcrfeftly  aware  that  unanimity  was  the  matter 
moft  to  be  defired,  he  had  not  eafily  hit  upon  words  which 
would  fervc  to  drefs  it  up,  fo  as  to  render  it  pcrfedly  ac- 
ceptable to  every  palate ;  he  might  indeed  have  faved  himfelf 
much  trouble  by  adopting  the  language  of  the  noble  Lord 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  moved  and  fe- 
conded  the  motion  on  the  ftrft  day  of  the  feffion  ;  no  words 
could  more  exaftly  hit  his  fentiments  of  the  late  fpeakei^s 
merit,  than  the  words  which  both  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  ufed  on  that  occalion ;  and 
when  the  Houfe  jecoUefted,  that  they  had  held  out  to  the 
prefent  fpeaker  the  conduft  of  his  predeceffor  as  the  bcfl 
tiodel  he  could  follow,  and  the  fittefl  objeft  of  his  imitation^ 
if  he  was  defirous  of  gaining  a  high  charafter  by  his  conduft 
in  the  chair,  the  Houle  would  doubtlefs  join  with  him  in  feel- 
ing the  truth  of  this  remark.  It  might,  however,  be  thought 
unhandfome  in  him  to  take  words  out  of  other  gentlemen's 
mouths.  He  might  be  charged  with  having  a&ed  in  the 
charafter  of  a  plagiary,  a  charafter  which  he  had  not  the 
fmalleft  inclination  to  challenge. 

After  puzzling  himfelf  for  Tome  time,  he  faid,  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  precedent,  and  there  his  difficulty  wa»  rather  en- 
crcafed  than  diminiflicd.  Highly  as  he  thought  of  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton's  merits,  highly  as  he  flattered  himfelf,  the 
conduft  of  the  prefent  fpeaker  would  entitle  him  to  think  of 
his  merits  hereafter,  he  could  not  ofter  to  the  late,  or  the  pre- 
('fiit,  lb  iniidious  and  fo  infincere  a  compliment,  as  to  place 
tiih^v  of  them  on  tlie  fame  level  with  Mr.  Onflow.     Mr. 
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Onflow  was  a  v«ry  Angular  and  a  Very  extraordinary  cha-p 
rader,  a  chara<9er  which  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  few  men  to  re- 
femble  perfedlly.  He  couM  not,  therefore,  thinking  as  he  did 
upon  this  head,  bring  his  mind  to  the  idea  that  it  was  right, 
or  that  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  wotild  think  himfelf  obliged  to 
him,  if  he  Went  fo  far  as  to  copy  exaftly  the  motion  of 
thanks  which  flood  upon  the  Journals,  as  having  been  voted 
to  Mr.  Onflow.  The  motion  he  at  firfl  drew  up,  was  prett^ 
nearly  to  this  purpofe;  "  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be 
given  to  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  late 
fpeaker  of  this  Houfe,  for  th^  great  dignity,  ability,  dnd  im- 
partiality, with  which  he  filled  the  chair,  during  tne  two  lafl 
Parliaments."  This  he  thought  would  prove  generally  ac« 
ceptahle;  but  on  fhewing  it  to  certain  perfons,  it  was  ilot  ap- 
Jproved ;  he  drew  up  another,  and  others  difliked  that.  His 
wifh  was  not  barely  to  think  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  in  cold 
language,  and  without  th(*  appearance  of  cordiality,  but  to  let 
the  motion  corivey  tokens  of  warmth,  of  atFe£tion,  of  fm- 
cerity.  Experience  however  taught  him,  that  no  fuch  mo- 
tion would  pafs  unobjeAed  to  in  that  Houfe.  In  orvier,  there- 
fore, tameet  unanimity,  he  had  al  length  been  oWi-ged  to  have 
recourfe  to  a  mi)tion  couched  in  the  moft.  naked  terms,  and 
which  was  fo  far  from  being  likely  to  challenge  objedtion, 
that  he  feared  it  would  not  be  thought  any  compliment  at  all. 
He  added,  that  the  motion  fell  fo  tar  fhort  of  his  wifhcs  and 
his  feelings,  that  he  thought  it  neceflliry,  in  his  own  defence,  to 
fey  thus  much  of  it,  le(^  gentlemen  mould  imagine  that  ha 
approved  of  it,  and  confidered  it  as  fufficient  to  the  purpofe. 
He  then  (after  referving  to  himfelf  a  right  to  reply)  con- 
cluded, with  moving  "  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be 
given  to  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  Knighf, 
late  fpeaker  of  this  Houfe,  for  his  condudi:  while  he  filled  the 
chair  of  the  Houfe  during  the  two  lafl  Parliaments." 

Sir  William  Gordon  faid,  he  never  rofe  in  that  Houfe  but 
with  the  utmofl  embarrafTment,  and  he  at  that  moment  felt  J^^j^„', 
himfelf  under  more  than  ufual  difficulty.  If  he  ventured  to 
oppofe  the  prefent  motion,  it  might  be  imputed  to  ill-nature, 
to  perfonal  animofity,  or  to  malice,  paffions  which  he  trufled 
kad  as  fmall  a  fhare  in  his  mind,  as  in  that  of  any  one  gen- 
tleman Irving.  Laying  them  now  totally  afide,  as  he  always  . 
fliould  do,  whenever  he  troubled  the  Houfe  with  his  fenti- 
ments  on  any  fubje£t  which* came  under  confidefation  within 
thofe  wsdlt,  fee  muft  oppofe  the  motion,  and  that  for  this 
reafon ;  m  'brfter  to  be  confiflent  with  himfelf.  He  had  been 
0M  el  tBfet  iDAJority  w&o^  on  the  firft  day  of  the-  fefCon, 
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voted  that  the  prefent  fpeaker  (hould  take  the  chadr ;  he 
could  not,  therefore,  without  glarine  inconfiftency,  now  voti 
thanks  to  Sir  Fletcher  Norton ;  and  he  was  not  a  little  afio- 
liifhed,  that  any  fuch  motion  fhould  he  made.  He  had  takea 
the  trouble  to  fearch  the  Journals,  upon  which  not  a  finj^ 
precedent  appeared ;  that  of  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  bayin| 
been  voted  to  Mr.  Onflow,  was  exceedingly  diflimilar ;  why 
then* the  Houfe  fhould  now,  without  any  fpecific  reafoa 
affigned,  make  a  new  and  an  extraordinary  precedent,  he  wai 
at  a  lofjs  to  guefs,  I'he  thanks  of  that  Houfe  he  had  ever  con- 
£dered  as  the  higheft  honour  a  fubjedl  could  bellow  s  it  be> 
hoved  the  Houfe  therefore  to  vote  their  thanks  on  none  but 
real  and  Angularly  meritorious  occafions.  The  value. of  die 
vote  of  thanks  would  decreafe,  and  the  honour  would  no 
longer  continue  eftimable,  if  the  vote  was  lightly  refohei 
on.  Sir  William  added,  that  if  the  moving  the  thanks  of  thfi 
Houfe  became  frequent,  he  could  not  help  thinking  what  he 
remembered  to  have  had  faid  to  him  by  a  foreigner,  refpeAiif 
the  Croix  de  St.  Louis,  would  be  perfectly  applicable  to  fuch  a 
vote :  "  It  is  difhonourable  pot  to  get  it,  not  very  honour* 
able  when  obtained." 
Colonel  Colonel  Onflow  faid,  he  fcarcely  knew  in  what  words  fu^ 

(fnjlovf,  ficiently  to  thank  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion,  for  the  very  handfome  manner  in  which  he  had  been 
pleafed  to  mention  a  near  relation  ^f  his,  who  had  formerly 
filled  the  chair  fo  much  to  his  own  credit,  and  to  the  fatisfac* 
tion  of  thdfe  who  were  in  his  day  members  of  that  Houft 
If  that  good  man  could  look  down  from  heaven  and  obferre 
.  what  had  paffed,  he  wfis  fure  he  would  be  greatly  pleafed  ;  anj 
if  any  thing  could  enhance  his  fatisfacSion,  it  would  be  to  hear 
that  his  eulogium  had  come  from  the  mouth  of  a  Townfhend, 
Having  faid  this,  the  Colonel  declared  he  muft  nevertheleft 
give  his  opinion  againft  the  motion.  Mr.  Onflow,  whilf 
ipeaker,  it  was  true  had  frequently,  when  he  went  up  widi 
public  money-bills,  expreflied,  in  ftrong  conftitutional  terms, 
an  eameft  wifh  that  the  money  might  be  applied  to  the  fervicet 
for  which  it  had  been  granted,  that  it  might  beoeconomically 
expended,  and  that  care  might  be  taken  neither  to  wafte  it  in 
prodigality,  nor  to  ijfe  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  was  not  likely 
to  propiote  either  the  honour  or  the  profperity  of  the  king*r 
dom.  Put  would  any  gei^tleman  think  that  Mr.  Onflow 
would,  without  the  leaft  previous  authority  from  the-Houfi^ 
wtien  he  went  up  with  a  bill  for  the  encreafe  of  the  civil  lift^ 
fay  to  the  King,  **  Sir,  take  care  how  you  fpend  your  owq 
mpney^  lay  it  out  in  iw\i  pr  fuptv  ^  manner !"  Wa$  that  a 
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fort  of  language  that  gentlemen  imagined  Mr.  Onflow  would 
liave  held  ?  Mr.  Onflow  would  not  have  addreifed  the 
throne  in  that  ftile !  Mr.  Onflow  would  have  thought  it  an 
infult  to  the  throne,  and  an  infult  to  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain!  Mr.  Onflow  would  have  conlidered  it  as  queflion- 
ing  the  liberality  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  difgracefuUv 
^reflefting  on  their  generofity.  The  Commons  of  Englancf, 
the  colonel  faid,  was  a  great  gentleman.  The  whole  con- 
duct of  the  Commons  of  England  ought  to  be  manly,  noble, 
and  generous.-  Every  one  of  their  aAs  ftiould  be  upon  a 
large  fcale^  and  their  language  fliould  never  favour  of  mean* 
nefs  nor  diftruft.  With  regard  to  the  precedent  of  the  thanks 
of  the' Houfe  having  been  voted  to  Mr.  Onflow,  the  precedent 
was  by  no  means  in  point.  By  that  precedent,  who  did  it 
appear  had  voted  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Mr.  Onflow  ?— • 
a  living  Parliament !  Was  that  the  cafe  now? — The  direft 
contrary.  Mr.  Onflow  had  been  thanked  by  the  Houfe,  and 
bis  Majeily  had  been  addrefled  to  make  fome  provifion  for 
his  family.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  had  taken  care  of  the  lat- 
ter, before  he  took  the  chair.  The  colonel  faid  farther  that 
^s  to  the  motion,  he  for  one  fliould  neither  vote  for  it,  nor 
,againft  it;  he  did  not  think  it  became  him  to  vote  againfl 
his  colleague,  whatever  his  opinion  might  be  of  his  conduft, 
nor  was  he  inclined  to  do  any  thing  difagreeable  to  any  part 
of  his  conftitutents,  let  that  part  be  ever  fo  fmaU. 

Mr.  S^qberts  began  with  foliciting  the  goodnefs  of  XiitVLx.RtUm» 
Houfe,  to  excufe  the  rough  manner  in  which  a  member  fb 
inexperienced  as  he  was^  might  poffibl^  cxprefs  himfelf.  He 
|hen  faid,  that  he  had  voted  for  the  difplacing  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  and  that  he  conceived 
the  majority  of  that  day  could  not  with  the  leaft  coniiflency 
vote  for  the  prefent  motion.  He  therefore,  as  one  of  that 
majority,  rofe,  to  fay,  that  he  fliould  vote  againft  the  quef- 
tioo.  It  was  not  poffible  for  him  as  a  young  member,  to 
know  what  had  been  the  merits  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  while 
he  fat  in  the  chair ;  having  feen  no  fpeaker  there  but  the 
prefent,  how  could  he  agree  to  thank  the  late  fpeaker  for  hi4 
conduft  ?  On  the  firft  day  of  the  feiiion,  a  right  honourable 

fsntleman  had  declared  in  ftrong  and  clear  language,  that  Sir 
ietcher  Norton  had  made  a  fpeech  to  the  throne,  which  was 
both  ilUtimed  and  improper.     Not  having  heard  any  good 
arguments  urged  in  contradiction  of  that  afiertion,  he  had 
given  it  credit,  and  for  that  reafon  had  voted  againft  Sir. 
]  jFletcher's  taking  th^  chair  ag^in.    TU  dccifion  of  that  day 
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convineod  him,  that  hfs  had  adopted  the  right  >pmioQ,  and 
as  Sir  Ftetcber  N<^t<Mi  was  then  ouftcd,  he  is  a  little  fur- 
prized  i^.h^r»ny-getitlofnaniifi!  agd  move,  that  the  thatdu 
of  the  Houfe  the  voted  to  Sir  Fletcher  Norton*  H«  codJ 
j^ot  recQocile-the  vote  of  the  firft  day,  with  the  propofitiofl 
tiowoioftd^  »nd  tberefprohc  fhouU!  vote  againil  the  Uictr. 

£trdl>»if-  -Lord  JI>vffCdfiiffiicdedar^d>  that  although  he  had  not  fat  ta 
the  laft  FarliajAientyrhe  Had  heard  of  that  fpeerh^  to  which 
allu£M)n  iifid  htm  made^by  the  right  honourable  gentlemM 
,ivho -made  the. mOtiotf^f.atid  by  the  two  Ufl  fpeakers.  Tk 
the  fpeQcb.9iet  widi  hik'fuU  .approb;*tion  ;  he  thought  it  M 
^rcat-ci;editxtO  the  late  .fpeakdr,  wlimc  coiidufi  on  that  and 
Other  occalk>ns  flierice4  tbewarmeft  thanks  of  the  Houfe ;  b 
therefore  ihould  vote  for  the  motion. 

^\trjpmncit\  BaffHUAi  ix  wai  jmpoffiblc  for  him,  as  i 
youo£  member^  to  be  competent  to  deckle  on  the  propriety  of 
the  pYefetit  metion:;:  he  could  not,  therefore,  make  himfelf 
refpoofibk  for  it^  by  voting  in  iti  fupport.  If  Sir  Fletcki 
Norton  merited  the. th^H[)9h^: of  ^at  Houfc^  he  fhould  havi 
imagined  tbeiaflJPlrHani^t,  wb6  had  witnciFed  Sir  Flct^ 
cher't  condttd,  WObldfhSiVcvdted  them.  The  hft  ParliatDent 
had  SM>t  done  thk,  and.  frdm  he  vote  of  the  iirft  day,  he 
couldnottfnfpe&thMtheprefentP^rlt^imcfichad  any  incliDattoA 
to  adopt  fuch  a  j^opofition,  at  was  now  before  the  Hoale* 
He  declared  he  had  ibe  hoAour  to  tote  with  the  majoiity  ofl 
the  firflday  of  thcfeiBon,  becaufehe  was  inclined^  from  tU 
argameia(;Of  that  day*9  dc^te,  t»  think,  it  wa&  a  wife  taci* 
fiare  to>cihofe  ji  new  fpeaker.  Not  having  iat  in  the  formei 
Parliament,  k  wai<  iitipjofibla  for  him  to  form  an  opinion^ 
from  bift^wn  kdo^)ldedgi»^  Of  the  late  fpeaker's  cooduife.  He 
>  ijndeHQbood  i7Qnfietnberif  of  thkt  Houfe  were  in  the  fame  prc^ 

^icament  wilji  hfid^.;.  d  •  conld  not  be  judges  of  Sir 
Fletcher  NcrrtonV  01  *j     '  more  than  Ke  could,  zni 

tberefori»  ha  th^i^gtt  it  w<  i  ither  be  warrantable  ^r  tboii 
nor^him  to  vote  &r«t|<tf  p     ent  motion. 

Ut.Sutte,  :  Mr.  Stcfli  {T^^'Afi  <ob\  "^tcafon,  why  the  laft  Parli** 
lat^ent  \i^  notcdme  tb  a  iiote  tike,  that  now  propolcd,  w^ 
an  accoanc  of  the  ftuMetl  di^utiott  of  that  Partiamt.  tit.  He 
decl^f^ed,.  that  ^n*  eadl  .Wa6.  pot  to  the  eicilknce  of  theldt 
Parliament;  att^ellitr  unexpectedly*  That  there  were  gtn* 
tlemcn  prefiinty  who  were  in  camp  with  him  at  the  tiine^ 
who  (afw  the  foldi^  niDvnig  off  to  their  rcfpeftive  feats  of 
freed<np>  in  eaancife  of  the  rigfctl  given  them  by  the  aift  of 
Parliaaiant^  at.ttMj:  alria  wift^  to*  the  great_    'regularity  of 

.  military 


A.  1780.  DEBATES.  iii 

military  difcipline  ;  even  their  general  not  having  power  to 
reftrain  them.  Having  noticed  this  inconvcniency,  Mr. 
Steele  faid  he  did  not  merely  take  up  the  matter,  as  the  hon. 
baronet  who  fpoke  laft  did,  on  the  opinion  of  others ;  that 
although  he  had  not  been  in  the  late  Parliament,  he  had 
heard  of  the  condud  of  the  late  fpeaker,  and  it  had  met 
with  his  hearty  approbation.  The  celebrated  fpeech  made 
by  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  had  been  printed  by  order  of  the 
Houfc,  and  V((ii  matter  of  public  notoriety.  That  fpeech 
he  approved,  and  he  believed  every  man,  who  had  the 
dignity  of  the  Commons  of  England  at  heart,  approved  of 
it  likewife.  .  He  concluded  with  declaring  that  he  mould  vote 
for  the  queftion. 

General  Smith  fupported  the  motion,  and  entered  into  a  Genewl 
defence  of  the  fpeech  made  by  the  late  fpeaker  at  the  bar  of  ^""*' 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  arguing  upon  the  ftrift  propriety  of  his 
admonilhing  his  Majefty  to  difpofe  of  the  large  fum  the 
Commons  had  voted  for  the  fupport  of  his  civil  lift.  The 
General  aMb,  as  a  juft  tribute  of  praife  to  Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
ftated  to  the  Houfe  the  great  civility  he  had,  on  a  former 
occafion,  experienced  at  his  hands,  in  the  courfc  of  a  tranf- 
aAion  which  had  given  them  no  fmall  troubte. 

Mr.  Courtenaye  oppofed  the  motion,  and  faid  he  muft  firft  Mr.  Courtf 
take  notice  of  the  little  fliare  of  argument  produced  in  its"*i'« 
fijpport,  which  could,  or  ought  to  weigh  with  him  and  the 
other  young  members.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
moved  it,  he  obferved,  had  drawn  up  the  motion  in  general 
terms ;  he  had  neverihelefs  exprefily  declared,  that  he  did 
not  reft  it  on  the  fpeech  at  the  bar  of  another  Houfe,  which 
bad  fo  frequently  been  adverted  to  in  the  courfeof  the  debate. 
He,  for  one,  was  free  to  fay,  that  he  was  very  far  from  ap- 
proving of  that  fpeech  ;  how  then  was  he  to  reconcile  him- 
ftlf  to  a  motion,  of  a  general  tendency,  which  of  courfc 
comprehended  that  part  of  the  laft  fpcaker's  conduft,  as  well 
a^  every  other  ?  There  was  no  exception  in  the  words  of 
the  motion,  though  the  right  honourable  mover  had  taken 
filch  pains  to  except  to  it  in  his  introduSory  argument.  In 
his  opinion  there  was  in  hir  Fletcher  Norton's  fpeech  to  the 
throne^  fomething  altogether  unwarrantable.  He  knew  not 
where  to  look  for  an  example,  unlefs  he  referred  to  city 
politics.  In  the  records  of  London,  it  was  to  be  found  that 
a  Lord  Mayor,  taking  advantage  of  his  official  capacity, 
which  brought  him  into  the  pretence  of  his  Sovereign,  had 
dared^  with  aff  the  tn&lent  gravity  of  magiftracy,  to  addc^C^ 
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his  Sovereign  with  an  extempore  fpeech.     The  Houfe  wcU 
knew  how  that  fpeech  had  been  received  in  the  city,  and  how 
the  author  of  it  had  been  tlianked.     A  ftatue  had  been  put 
up  in  Guirdball  to  his  memory,  with  his  figure  ftanding  in  a 
pofition  of  oratory,  and  this  fpeech  in  his  hand. 
This  live-long  fpeech  e'en  Balaam's  afs  might  own^ 
Fit  for  eternal  record,  cut  in  city  ftone. 
Were  that  Houfe  prepared  to  follow  the  example  ?  Would 
they,  the  great  reprefentatives  of  the  Kritifh  nation,  go  look 
for  precedents  on  the  other  fide  Temple-Bar  ?  Would  thcj 
build  up  the  fame  of  a  difplaced  fpeaker,  becaufe^  like  a  city 
mayor,  he  had  infulted  his  Sovereign — ? 
Mr.  r«w«-     Mr.  TvMnJhend  rofe  to  call  the  honourable  gentleman  to  or- 
p^*        der*  He  faid,  as  a  young  member,  he  was  excufable,  becauie, 
it  was  not  to  be  fuppoted,  that  he  was  acouainted  with  the 
rules  of  the  Houfe,  but  that  he  could  not  ut  filcnt  and  hear 
the  King's  name  ufed  to  influence  debate  within  thoie  walls. 
This  error  had  been  fallen  into,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  ieffion, 
and  he  lamented,  that  he  had  not  then  rifen  to  call  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  was  diforderly,  to  order. 
The  %tf.       The  Sfeaker  from  the  chair  told  the  honourable  gentlemaii| 
^*  who  had  ufed  the  name  of  the  Sovereign,  that  it  was  the  firfl, 

the  mofl  important  and  moft  facred  of  all  the  orders  of  .that 
Houfe,  never  to  ufe  the  name  of  the  King  in  the  courfe  of 
argument,  with  a  view  to  influence  the  freedom  of  debate 
and  begged  him  in  future  to  attend  punAilioufly  to  thisordier, 
as  it  was  his  duty  to  enforce  it  flri£lly  upon  all  occafiont.  I 
ViuCmrtt'  Mr.  Courf^ff^^^  apologized  for  mentioning  the  Sovereign; 
^U"'  and  then  called  upon  all  who  were  like  himiclf,  young  man- 
bers,  to  recolle£t  what  had  paifed  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
feffion,  when  the  fcene  was  the  moft  ftriking  that  perhaps 
ever  was  exhibited  within  thofe  wails,  and  when  (hej>rin- 
cipal  a£ior  in  that  fcene,  the  late  fpeaker,  had  given  an  cx« 
ample  of  heroic  fortitude  equal  to  any  that  ever  had  been 
difplayed  by  a  Roman  matron.  He  wifhed  for  the  pencil  of 
a  Wefl,  or  a  Copley  to  do  it  full  juftice.  Being  but  a  bi|d 
painter,  he  muft  have  recourfe  to  poetry,  and  recall  the  idci 
of  that  fcene  to  the  minds  of  the  Houfe,  by  ftating,  that  it 
ilruck  him  as  a  flrong  refemblance  of  the  fcene  which  paflcd 
between  Paulo  Purgaati  and  his  wife.  The  late  fpeaker  oa 
the  firfl  day,  fat  and  heard  the  noble  Lord  who  had  mov^ 
the  queflion  of  that  day,  and  the  right  honourable  fecon4«f 
anxious  for  hishealth,  expreffive  of  their  care  for  his  confii^, 
tution^  and  thence  defirous  of  removing  the  burthea  of.  bli£- 
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iiefs  off  his  fhoulderf.  The  Houfe  heard  the  ri^t  honour'* 
able  gentleman^  the  late  fpeaker,  confefs,  that  his  conftitu* 
tion  was  impaired,  that  his  faculties  were  injured,  that  he 
was  much  the  worfe  for  haying  fat  fo  l6ng  in  that  chair, 
arsd  yet  afterwards  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
friends  had  exprefled  a  deilre  of  tliat  gentleman's  return  to 
the  chair,  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  had  ftood  up,  and 
like  a  Roman  matron,  defpiling  the  thorns  with  which  the 
ieat  was  filled^  defpifmg  all  fear  of  reftlefi  days,  fleeplefs 
Slights,  and  dull  debates,  declared  hitnfelf  agam  willing  to 
iiDdergo  the  punifhment  of  fitting  there.—Tnus  the  dodor 
in  the  rale,  like  the  noble  Lord,  was  laborious  in  recommend* 
ing  patience  to  his  wife,  in  giving  her  recipes  for  her  health, 
but  (he,  with  Roman  firmnefs^  in  fpite  of  all  advice,  ftili 
>u^ed  her  wifhes  and  her  refolution,  till  at  length  the  doc- 
tor cried^ 

I'll  do  it-— but  t  give  you  Warning  t 

You'll  die  before  to-morrow  morning*— 
And  then,  like  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  firfl 
day  of  the  feifion^  Paulo  Purganti'a  wife^  in  defiance  of  the 
threatened  danger^  replied, 

Let  wanton  wives  by  death  be  fcarM  i 
_  Kut^  to  my  comfort)  I'm  prepar'd.  « 
Having  raifed  a  laugh  by  this  allufion,  he  obferved  that  what 
the  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  refpe£ting  Mr* 
Orenville's  bill,  ahd  the  doilverfation  that  had  been  held  that 
day  with  regard  to  the  Coventry  eleAion^  was  but  an  ill 
com[diment  to  the  Houfe  ;  for  it  was  pretty  plainly  telling 
them,  that  were  they  not  reftrained  by  a  poutive  aA  of  Par- 
liament, they  would  have  proceeded  immediately  to  have 
declared  Mr*  Yoe  and  Mr*  Hdroyd  duly  elefted  members 
'for  Coventry*  After  urging  this,  he  called  upon  the  young 
members  to  recolleft,  that  all  who  had  voted  with  the  majority 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  i'eflion,  were  bound  in  honour  to  vote 
againft  the  prelent.qucftion,  an  obligation  which  he  declared 
ikC  felt,  and  fhould  certainly  comply  with. 

Lord  iI6^  defended  the  motion  from  the.  various  attacks  Lorailf;ii0f« 
•that  had  been  made  upon  it,  and  faid  he  did  not,  like  other 
young  members,  approve  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton's  conduft 
.upon  hear-fay  ;  he  drew  his  approbation  of  it  from  the  records 
of  the  Houle^  and  from  wh<it  appeared  upon  the  Journals. 
That  the  Votes  and  Journals  conveyed  to  thofe'  out  of  Parlia*- 
tnent,  authentic  proof  of  whlat  pafled  within  thofe  walls ;  that 
therefore  it  n^as  neither  prefumptuous  nor  unfair  for  him,  or 
VoL.XVIIL  CL  ^^-^^^S 
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others,  who,  like  himfelf,  had  not  been  in  t-*;  laft-  V^A 
ment,  to  form  tn  opinion  on  the  conduft  of  the  late  IjpcikK 
His  Lordlhip  reprobated,  in  the  ftrongeft  Uwuage^'  what  y 
fallen  from  colonel  Onflow  refpefting  the  lying's  civil  U^ 
and  (aid  he  never  would  lit  iilent  in  that  Hoafe,  y/AttL  k 
heard  any  honourable  gentleman  compare  the  granta  of  Fi^ 
liament  to  the  crown,  for  any  purpofe  whateTer^  widi  ii 
private  fortune  of  a  private  gentlentian.  He  Gontendedy  llii 
the  Houft  had  itfelf  come  to  a  decided  opinion  upon  die  fit 
jeCt,  and  that  a  formal  refolution  ftood  upon  the  jfoimial^bl 
which  it  was  exprefsly  declared,  that  the  Honfe  lud  um 
times  an  indifputable  right  to  controul  the  expenditure  of  ii 
King's  civil  lift,  as  freely  and  as  fully  at  the  Honie  hdi 
a  right  to  controul  any  other  part  of  the  ezpenditnre  of  lb 
public  revenue.    This  right,  he  aflerted,  was  inherent  ia  ik 
conftitution  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  utmofl  importanoeV 
the  fubje£t ;  it  was  eifential  to  the  rights  and  prmlqp  i 
that  Houfe,  and  elTcntial  to  the  freedom  of  the  people  < 
iatge.     His  Lordfhip  reprobated  the  idea  of  auUio;  d* 
Houfe  of  CommoQs  a  great  gentleman ;  no  comMfilon  d 
that  kind,  be  faid,  wouM  hold,  and  fuck  compariloat  ooA 
never  to  pafs  unnoticed.     After  very  warmly  oppoEng  v 
opinions  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  objeAed  to  the  nttki^ 
hit  LofdSnp  concluded  with  declaring  he  fhould  vote  ftr  ik 
queftion. 
Sir  Giuii      Sir  Gicrgi  Savik  complimented  Lord  Mahon  on  tlie  ftsti* 
s*^**       menu  he  had  juft  exprefled,    and  bmnoroufly  dedariif  k 
rofe  as  a  youog  member,  faid,  he  could  not  but  take  natb 
of  what  his  right  honourable  fnend  who  made  the  moiioiy 
had  alledged,  of  his  having  (hewn  it  in  one  form  to  one  p6^ 
fon,  in  another  form  to  another,  and  in  u  thicd  form  tai 
third  perfon ;   but  that  this,  that,  and  the  other  mode  rf 
drefing  it  up  wouM  not  do.    He  declared  this  ddcripMn  i 
dreffii^  it  up  one  way,  and  dreffing  it  up  another,  nuule  lii 
Ibr  a  moment  look  npon  his  right  honourable  friend  aa  ddff 
a  mantua-maker,  a  taylor,  or  a  botcher,  who  having  hfd 
it  foextremely  difficult  to  drefs  his  child  to  the  tafte  of  fim 
macaromes,  fops,  or  capricibs,  had  at  laft  brouftfa^  the  bik 
before  the  Houfe  quite  naked.     The  motion,  he  dccfau(4 
ftruck  him  to  be  the  moft  naked  of  the  kind  th^  ever  was  9- 
hibited,  he  beeged  therefore  to  know,  and  he  called  npoD  U 
Tight  honourabte  friend  to  fay,  who  it  was  that      ia  woold  flot 
pwrfc,  that  would  not  plcaft^  nor  the  other  woum  net  pkafe) 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Towf^bind^  laughing,  faid,  he  did  not  expeA  to  have  Mr.T^wi 
been  called  upon  for  fucb  sin  explanation  by  his  honourabIe>*<«^ 
f riendy  but  that  he  was  not  aihamed  to  acknowledge  die  faft. 
That  he  wtfhed  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  Ihould  be  voted 
unanimoufly  .to  the  late  fpeaker,  and  therefore  he  had  endea- 
voured to  make  it  palatable  to  the  treafury  bench,  being  too 
old  a  member  of  Parliament,  not  to  know  the  weight  of  that 
'  bench  in  that  Houfe.  That  it  was  to  fatisfy  them,  and  make 
the  motion  acceptable  to  their  tafle,  that  he  bad  drcifed 
and  redrefledit  as  he  had  defcribed.  Having  ftated  this,  Mr« 
Townlhend,  took  notice  of  the  objeAions  made  to  it,  and 
laid,  he  was  perfeftlr  content  if  the  motion  was  to  be  loft, 
dut  the  lofs  of  it  mould  go  out  to  the  world  on  thefe  two 
points.  The  one,  that  the  fpeech  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  at 
the  bar  of  the  Houie  of  Lords  during  the  exiftence  of  the  laft 
Parliamjcat,  was  deemed  an  unpardonable  offence  by  mini^ 
flers.  The  other,  that  as  a  punifhment  for  Sir  Fletcher's 
4:oiidufi,  minifters  were  determined  to  ouft  him,  and  had 
oufted  him  accordingly,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion  of  the 
prefent  Parliament. 

Mr.  Rigby  faid,  that  he  made  no  fcrunle  to  declare,  thatlir.  tiihf 
he  difliked  the  fervices  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton.  Sir  Flet- 
cher Norton  he  thoii|Kht,bad  afted  wifclv  and  well,  during  the 
former  part  of  the  time  in  which  he  haa  filled  the  chair  of  the 
Houie;  perha|>s  a  day  would  come,  when  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
would  repent  his  not  having  uniformly  purfued  that  condud  Co 
this  day.  Mr.  Rigby  contended  that  the  motion  was  without 
^  example,  that  Mr«  Onflow  had  been  thanked  by  a  living 
Parliament  as  a  prelude  to  another  motion,  for  an  addrds  to 
his  Majefty  to  reward  kirn*  Was  that  meant  lo  be  the  exam- 
ple to  be  copied )  If  it  were  not^  the  prof^nt  motion  wu 
nonfenfe. 

Mr.  /(MP  replied  to  Mr.  Rkby  and  Mr«0>urtenaye^  aikinff  m,.  jbVx. 
if  thefe  gentlemen  meant  to  ftate  it,  the  one  as  an  hiftoric^ 
faft,  that  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  had  flovyn  in  the  King's  face ; 
the  other,  as  a  recital  of  a  well  known  tranfaAion,  that  he  had 
infulted  the  King }  He  ridiculed,  in  poignant  terms,  Mr.  Rig- 
by's  expreffion  of  a  doubt,  whether  a  day  might  not  arrive, 
when  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  would  repent  of  having  changed 
his  conduft,  and  taken  a  decifive  part  in  fupport  of  the  people 
againft  the  influence  of  the  crown.  Mr.  Fox*  alfo  feconded 
Lord  Mahott's  idea  of  the  civil  lift  of  the  King  being  as  much 
iubjefi:to  the  controul  of  Parliament,  as  any  other  part  of 
the  jpublic  revenue.    He  fai<]^  the  pubUc  ba4  ^  right  to  have 

Q^z  the 
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the  jufticc  of  the  country  fupportcd  out  of  the  civil  lifl ;  to 
"  have  the  great  offices  of  ftate  provided  for  from  that  branch  of 
the  royal  revenue — and  they  had  a  right  to  look  for  a  proptt 
and  a  becoming  cftablilhment  for  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He 
paid  the  Prince's  underllanding  the  higheft  compliments,  and, 
as  it  were,  pinned  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  down  to  hit 
promife  of  laft  year,  that  the  houlhold  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
fhould  be  provided  for  without  any  further  call  upon  the 
public,  Mr.  Fox  was  profufe  in  ironical  complimcfits  tft 
Lord  North,  and  prefled  the  qoblc  Lord  not  to  trull  himfelf 
alone  with  oppolition  upon  the  prefent  cjueftion,  but  as  ho 
had  a  right  to  be  lufpicious  of  their  having  lome  defign  or  othet 
to  attempt  to  change  his  principles  and  take  away  his  fen(ei| 
(which  the  weaknefs  left  upon  his  jnind  as  well  as  body,  by 
his  late  illnefs,  might  poffibly  enable  them  to  do,)  to  bnng'% 
good  company  of  his  old  friends  and  acquaintance  with  mm 
into  the  lobby. 

Earl  of  Larl  of  Surrey  faid  he  muft  vote  for  the  motion,  which  was 

^*"V'  no  more  than  juftice  to  the  man,  who  had  worn  out  hia  coo- 
ftitution  in  the  fcrviceof  his  country.  His  Lprdfbip  wonder 
ed,  he  faid,  that  juftice  had  not  been  infifted  qpon  by  the 
fpeakers  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

The  queftion  was  put,  and  the  Houfc  divided.  Ay^s,  136. 
Noes,  96. 

Went  into  a  Committee  on  the  Land  and  Maltbills^  No 
debate, 

^liTatker  Novmher  %i. 

clkt.  ^'  ^'^  Mr.  Daniel  Parker  Coke  gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  move 
on  (he  27th,  that  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe  be  given  to  £acl 

JU>rdAV;Z>.  Corn  wall  is  for  his  fcrviccs  in  America, 

Lord  North  faid,  that  he  apprehended  there  would  be  but  a 
thin  attendance  of  Members  till  after  the  holidays  ;  therefore 
he  moved,  that  all  orders  for  hearing  petitions  on  controvert- 
ed eleSions  before  the  holidays,  be  difcharged.  Agreed  t0| 
and  new  days,  in  January,  February,  &c,  appointed. 

Lord  B  ^^^^  Bcaufbamj>  rofe,  he  faid,  to  make  a  motion  of  which 

#AW/^"'  he  had  given  notice  yefterday,  that  a  writ  be  now  iflued  for  a 
new  ele«aion  of  members  of  Parliament  for  the  city  of  Co- 
ventry; amotion  which  he  would  have  made  in  the  ufual 
courfe  of  bufmefs,  without  faying  any  thing  in  fupport  of  it,«- 
if  he  had  not  been  led,  from  what  paned  in  the  Houfe  yefter- 
day, toexpedi  that  it  would  receive  much  oppofition.  There 
v/as  not  any  complaint  brought  againft  the  burgeflfes  of  Co- 
ventry; they  were  innocent,  why  then  fliould  they  be  pu- 
niibed  by  a  temporary  disfraDchifement  ?  It  bad  been  faid  tbst 
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the  burgefles  of  Hindon  had  been  ditfranchifcd  for  a  time. 
True,  Sir,  but  they  defcrved  that  punifhment.  It  was  the  great 
objeft  of  Mr.  Grrnville's  bill  to  reduce  trials  of  contefted  elec* 
tions  to. certain,  fixed,  and  regular  laws,  that  nothing  might 
depend  on  fadion,  and  for  that  end,  as  little  as  poffible  might 
reft  in  the  difcretion  of  the  Houfe^  But  if  we  (hould  now  re* 
fufe  to  fend  a  writ  for  the  eIe<£lion  of  members  for  Coventry  ; 
if  we  ihruld  violate  the  law  in  one  inftance,  we  would  foon 
do  it  in  another,  and  that  bill,  with  all  its  good  efieAs,  would 
fall  to  the  ground.— That  very  difcretionary  power  of  ifluing 
or  not  ifltiing  writs  of  election,  for  which  an  hon.  gentleman 
had  contended  laft  night,  was  in  the  reign  of  King  James,  in 
times  of  lefs  liberty  than  the  prefent,  looked  upon  with 
jealoufy,  and  exclaimed  againft  as  an  infringement  of  freedom. 
Sir  Francis  Goodwin  refufed  to  fubmit  to  that  difcredonary 
power  which  was  then  ufurped  by  the  crown  •,  and  is  the  ufur- 
pation  on  the  liberties  of  the  people  lefs,  though  it  is  made  by 
a  number  of  men  tnftead  of  one?  And  if  the  people  have  a 
right  to  be  reprefented,  they  have  a  right  to  be  reprefenced  nU 
ways,  and  all  delays  of  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  chufing 
their  reprtfentatives,  is  injuftic^.  The  following  is  a  maxim 
in  Magna  Charra,  nulli  negabitur  juftitia^  nulli  difirttwr. 
Why  {hould  the  Houie  depart  from  a  fixed  order?  What  hag 
happened  ?  Riots  and  tumults.  Riots  and  tumults  happen* 
•  cd  in  an  eledUon  at  Brentford.  The  officers,  whofe  duty  it 
was  to  keep  order,  reprefented  to  (he  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
they  were  not  able  to  keep  peace,  and  they  a(ked  the  advice 
and  affiftance  of  the  Houfe,  The  Houfe  advifed  them  to  get 
g  fufficient  number  of  conftables,  and  to  preferve  the  peace  by 
all  poffible  means.  This  was  a  cafe  exactly  in  point.  It  was 
faid  that  the  eledlion  could  not  go  on  at  Coventry  without  the 
^d  of  the  Houfe;  but  what  aid  could  the  H^ufe  give  to  the 
officers  who  were  to  prefide  at  the  enfuing  eleSion  at  Coven« 
try,  that  they  were  not  already  in  pofieffion  of  ?  Befides,  the 
officers  to  prefide  at  the  future  were  not  the  fame  who  prefided 
at  the  laft  elcAion.  His  Lordihip  ronfidered  the  petition 
from  Sir  Thomas  Halifax  and  Mr.  Rogers,  as  mere  allega« 
tions,  until  the  fads  they  alledged,  (hould  be  proved.  He  ad* 
verted  to  the  inconveniences  that  would  flow  from  giving 
credft  to  mere  affirmation  of  this  kind.  He  was  yet  at  liberty 
to  confiderthe  petition  in  the  light  of  the  eflfedlsof  the  fmart 
of  difappointment.  The  delay  propofed  was  an  injury  to  th^e 
inhabitants  of  that  great  trading  city,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
|Vo^ld  b^  in  a  ferment  until  the  ele^ion  ihould  be  over ;  aa4 

th« 
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the  lofs  apifino  from  their  dilHpation  and  idlenefs  wasalofs  i 
the  public.     His  LordOiip  concluded  with  reading  hismodoi. 
Mr.  F«x.         Mr.  Fcx  gave  the  noble  Lord  credit  for  the  ingenuitr  ni 
,    induflry  with  which  he  had  fupported  fo  bad  a  caufe.     TM 
qualities  evidently  exerted,  betray,  however,  oftentimei  the 
weaknefs  of  the  caufe  that  needs  their  aid.     The  noble  Lod| 
pradiilng  an  ufual  art,  endeavours  to  drown  an  unpopular  nl 
unjuft  propofirion,  by  (hading  and  confounding  it  with  iim 
juii  and  popular.     He  talks  of  Magna  Cbarta^  of  jeaIoufy,i|f 
difcretionary  power,  of  the  rcAftance  made  to  difcretioB^ 
power  in  former  reigns.     Good  God,  Sir,  who  would  iWi 
gine  that  the  noble  Lord  was  defending  an  intention  to  ili|i 
out  a  writ  for  the  immediate  eledion  of  members  for  CovcbmI 
Who  would  not  imagine  that  he  was  fupporting  a  oiotioalB 
defer  that  eled^ion  until  it  could  be  made  with  freedom  ?  Tk 
freedom  of  eledion,  the  independency  and  privileges  of.tbe 
Houfe  of  Commons  could  not  be  any  where  lodged  ifo  tdA 
as  in  their  own  hands,  in  their  own  difcretion.     Are  die  fi4 
alledged  by  the  petitioners  mere  allegations?  Is  the  noble  Lev' 
willing  to  bring  that  matter  to  a  trial  ?     Mr.  Fox  made  a  dS- 
ft indion  between  mere  report,  vague  rumour,  and  randofD,pt 
firmations,   and  allegations  contained  in  a  petition    to  tk 
Houfe  of  Commons.     The  petition  from  Coventry  wai  h- 
fore  the  Houfe,  and  the  Houfe  muft  decide  upon  it.  ^k 
cjueflion  then  is,  whether  they  ought  not  to  decide  upoai^ 
before  ifluing  out  a  virrit  for  a  new  election.     Oh !  but,  f^i 
the  noble  Lord,  a  delay  would  be  injuftice  to  the  eleAon  rf 
Coventry,  who  ought  not  to  be  unreprefented,  not  for  a  wect 
But  it  is  better  to  be  unreprefented  for  a  fortnight^  than  to  k 
unreprefented  for  a  whole  parliament :  for  n '[itefent^  a  fite 
ele6lion  at  Coventry  cannot  take  place.     He  concluded  i^ 
faying,  that  the  merits  of  the  petition  might  foon  be  deter- 
mined;  that  it  would  be  unjuft  to  iflue  out  the  writ  propoftd 
before  that  fliould  be  done.  He  contended  farther,  that  (houU 
a  new  ele<5tion  be  ordered  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  Ar 
Coventry,  that  would  be  an  encouragement  of  riots  and  tu- 
mults; for  then  it  would  be  faid,  let  us  try  the  effeds  of  vio- 
lence ;  if  it  fucceeds  it  is  well ;  if  not,  we  have  an  equil 
chance  with  our  competitors  .afterwards. 
%u.  ATac^        Mr.  Macdonald  faid,  that  for  the  laft  reafon  which  the  bo- 
drmgid.       nnurable  g^rntleman  bad  adduced  for  his  being  againft  the  op- 
tion, he  would  be  for  it.     Without  mentioning  names  orcoa* 
j'.ciures,  h'*  thought  it  very  probable  that  fome  one  of  tkc 
parties  in  Coventry  wi(hed  for  a  delay,  and  their  wt(hes  wouM 
be  gratified,  by  refufing  at  the  prefent  time  to  UTue  out  dv 
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writ  now  moved  for.  The  rioters,  or  {ham-rieters,  might  have 
been  employed  on  purpofe  to  occadon  a  delay,  and  he  would 
hatt  forward  the  intentions  of  their  abettors  If  to  find  out  the 
cattfes  of  the  riots,  and  their  aiders  and  abettors  were  fo  eafy  a 
matter,  if  the  caufecould  be  fo  eafily  decided  as  the  hon,  fi;entle- 
man  imagined,  then  it  was  a  bad  argument  in  his  mouth,  that 
the  attendance  of  the  petitioners  and  their  witnefles  at  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  would  materially  injure  their  eledion. 
l^or  a  few  wltneifo  only  it  fhould  feerh  would  be  neceiTary ; 
but  for,  his  part  he  thought  the  trial  mi^ht  be  a  long  one,  and 
inight  not  be  over  during  this  feffion  of  parliament.  However 
thefe  things  might  be  on  the  groupd  of  adherence  to  parlia- 
mentary order  and  form,  he  would  fupport  the  motion. 

Lora  Mabon  was  for  giving  the  fame  latitude  to  the  eledors  Lord  a&n 
of  Coventry,  in  refpe£l  of  time,  that  is  given  in  the  cafe  of^^'- 
double  returns. 

Mr.  ff^Hcbc$mii  HartUy  fufpe£led  that  there  were  ftlll  riots 
in  Coventry, 

Sir  G.  T$Hge  faid,  that  what  had  fallen  from  the  laft  fpeaker,  sir  g. 
led  hin^  to  apprehend,  that  the  writ  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ^""x** 
for  a  new  eleaion  at  Coventry  might  meet  with  the  fame  treat- 
inentfhewn  to  the  laft,  if  the  oaufes  and  inftruments,  aiders 
and  abbettors  of  the  riots,  were  not  inquired  into  fxrft  and  pu- 
hiflied;  and  that  in  this  manner  the  authority  of  the  Houfe 
would  be  brought  into  contempt. 

Major  EgeridH  faid,  he  was  at  Coventry  at  the  time  of  the  Major  l^ 
clefiion.  That  there  had  been  little  if  any  rioting  at  Co-  ^f^*^ 
ventry*  No  violence  had  been  ufed,  and  no  other  oppofition 
or/orce  but  what  arifes  from  ihouting,  and  the  prefl'ure  of  a 
multitude.  If  there  was  any  violence  offered,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve it  was  of  fuch  a  kind  as  to  prevent  the  eleSors  from  vot- 
ing, if  they  had  had  a  mind  to  do  fo. 

On  a  divifion  of  the  Houfe,  there  appeared  for  Lord  Beau- 
champ's  motion  1 14 ;  Againft  it  54. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes,  Lord  Lilburne,  Right  Hon.  Wclbore 
Ellis,     For  the  Noes,  General  Burgoyne,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
Nwemher  22.     No  debate. 
November  23. 
Mr,  Spiaier  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received  j4f,  5^^^ 
from  the  right  honourable  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  late  fpeaker^.  * 
of  this  Hoiiie^  the  following  letter,  received  by  him  from 
Admiral  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  baronet,  in  return  to 
die  thanks  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  tranimitted  tp  the 
fiid  admiral  by  the  faid  Sir  Fletcher  Norton^  in  obedience 
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to  their  commands  of  the  29th  day  of  Februaiyy  10  the  I 
feffion  of  Parliament. 

"  S  I  R^  Sandwich,  at  St.  Lucia^  Jufy  16,  ijl 

**  It  18  with  the  deepeft  iilipreflion  6f  gratitude  and  refp 
that  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  your  vety  polite  conmnnn 
tiod,  and  that  tranfcendant  honour  which  (b  aoguft  an  affe 
bly  as  the  Commons  of  Great  BritaiD,  id  Pairliarbent  aft 
bledy  have  been  pleafed  to  confer  upon  tne^  by  theil'  unluun 
vote  of  thanks. 

*'  When  I  refleft  upon  the  infignlficaiicy  of  my  poor  I 
vices,  compared  with  the  magnitude  of  that  retributioi 
which  they  have  been  fo  eminently  diftinguifhedy  I  ami 
lofs  how  to  exprefs  that  juft  and  proper  fenfe  which  1  ent 
tain  of  the  fame. 

**  Upon  your  kindnefs  I  muft  wholly  rely,  Sir,  toisa 
that  true  report  of  my  moft  grateful  acknowledgementi 
this  great  obligation,  by  which  the  Houle  of  Commons  b 
bound  me,  under  the  ftronoreft  ties  of  gratitude,  to  pa 
vere  in  an  unremitting  exertion  of  my  utmoft  endeavoun 
promote  the  hoaour  and  aggrandizement  of  the  BritiiH  fla| 
**  I  cannot  conclude  without  requefting,  that  you  #i|i 
pleafed  to  accept  my  warmeft  thanks  for  your  truly  pbl 
and  obliging  manner  of  conveying  to  me  the  icnfe  auid  id 
lution  of  the  JHoufe  pf  Commons. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  the  higheft  refpeft  and  regarf^ 
Si  r,  your  moft  obedient 

and  moft  humble  iervaht^' 
G.  B.  Rodney/ 
To  the  right  hon.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton^ 

Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  CommoftJtf  i^c.  t^c* 

November  24. 
This  day  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  prefented  the  ibllGTwing  p^ 
at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe : 

To  the  honourable  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgeffis^ 

Parliament  aflembled. 
A  Report  of  the  Commiflioners  appointed  to  examine,  til 
and  ftate,  the  Public  Accounts  of  the  kingdom. 
THE  aA  of  Parliament  that  conftitutes  us  commiffiofl 
for  examining,  taking,  and  ftating,  the  public  accounts 
the  kingdom,  being  palTed,  we  entered  immediately  upon't 
e;cecution  of  the  powers  thereby  vefted  in  us ;  we  took  1 

OJ 
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oath  prefcribed,  land  fettled  the  neccffary  arrangements  of 
office  and  forms  of  proceeding. 

The  legiflature  not  having  left  to  our  difcretion,  which 
of  the  various  fubjefts  referred  to  our  confidcratiop  we  fhould 
begin  our  enquiries  with,  but  on  the  contrary,  having  ex- 
prefsly  directed  us,  **  in  the  firft  place,  to  take  an  account 
of  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  feveral  accountants; 
and  for  that  purpofe  to  call  upon  them  to  deliver  in  a  ca(h 
account ;  and  to  confider  what  fum  it  might  be  proper  to  leave 
;  in  the  hands  of  each  accountant  refpeftively,  for  carrying  on 
the  fervices  to  which  the  fame  is  or  might  be  applicable,  and 
what  fums  might  be  taken  out  of  their  hands  for  the  public 
ibrvice ;"  we,  in  obedience  to  the  a£t,  immediately  applied 
ourfelves  to  that  Xubjeft. 

The  public  accountants  may  be  diftinguilhed  into  three 
claiTes. 

I  ft.  Thofe  who  receive  public  money  from  the  fubjeft,  to 
.  be  paid  into  the  exchequer. 

2dly.  Thofe  who  receive  public  money  out  of  the  exche- 
quer by  way  of  impreft,  and  upon  account. 

3dly.  Thofe  who  receive  public  money  from  certain  of  this 
laft  clafs  of  accountants,  fubjeft  to  account,  and  who  may 
be  called  fub-accountants. 

We  began  our  inquiries  in  the  firft  clafs,  and  of  that  clafs, 
,  with  the  receivers  general  of  the  land  tax.  To  come  at  a 
knowledge  of  their  names,  and  of  the  balances  of  public  mo- 
•  ney  in  their  hands,  we  procured  from  the  tax  office  the  lafl^ 
certificate  of  the  remains  of  the  land  tax.  By  that  certificate 
it  appeared,  that  of  the  land  tax,  window,  and  houfc  tax,  to 
Lady -day  laft,  the  arrears  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers  gene- 
ral, upon  the  14th  July  laft,  amounted  to  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  pounds  nine  fhillings  and  five  pence  halfpenny. 

As  this  certificate  was  grounded  upon  returns  not  made  to 
usj  but  to  the  tax  office,  we  iffued  our  precepts  to  every  re- 
ceiver general  of  the  land  tax,  and  to  the  rcprcfentatives  of 
thofe  wiio  were  dead,  requiring  them  forthwith  to  tranlVnit  Vo 
us  an  account  of  the  public  money  in  their  hands,  guftody, 
or  power,  at  the  time  they  fhould  each  of  them  receive  our 
precept. 

Returns  were  accordingly  made  to  all  our  precepts;  a  lift  See  Appen- 
of  which  returns,  with  their  feveral  dates,  is  fet  forth  in  the  ^' 
Appendix  to  this  report ;  and  from  theie  it  appears,  that  the  ^^'  ^*. 
balances  of  th6  taxes  on  land,  winiSows  and  houfes,  fervant». 
Vol.  XVIII.  R  and 
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and  inhabited  houfcs,  remaining  in  their  refpeftive  kands  npoa 
the  days  therein  mentioned,  amounted  together  to  the  fum 
of  fix  hundred  and  fifty-feven  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds 
thirteen  fhillings  and  four  pence. 

We  proceeded  in  the  next  place,  purfuant  to  the  diredions 
of  the  aft,  to  enquire  to  what  fervices  thefc  fums  were  or 
might  be  applicable,  in  the  hands  of  the  refpeftive  accoun- 
tants. 

And  we  find,  that  by  the  militia  aft,  of  the  fccond  of  bis 
prefent  Majefty,  the  receiver  general  of  the  land  tax  for  every 
county,  is  required  to  pay  to  the  commanding  oflScer  of  every 
company  of  the  militia  of  that  county,  being  ordered  out 
into,  or  being  out  in,  aftual  fervice,  one  guinea  for  each 
private  man  belonging  to  his  company,  upon  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  marching ;  and  that  by  the  aft  of  the  twentieth 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay 
and  cloathing  of  the  militia,  he  is  ordered  to  pay  to  the  clerk 
of  the  general  meetings  five  pounds  five  fhillings  for  each 
meeting,  and  to  every  of  the  clerks  of  the  fub-divifion  meet* 
ings,  one  pound  one  (hilling  for  each  meeting  :  and,  except 
the  charges  of  collcfting,  receiving,  and  accounting,  we  do 
not  find,  that,  when  the  militia  is  embodied,  the  duties  col- 
lefted  by  thefc  receivers  arc  liable  to  any  payments,  or  ap-^, 
plicable  to  any  other  fervices  whatfoever. 

In  the  returns  made  to  us  by  the  receivers  general,  fuch. 
fums  as  are  ftated  to  have  been  paid  for  thefe  fervices  of  the 
militia,  for  the  year  1779,  are  different  in  different  counties; 
but  as  thefe  payments  cannot  from  the  nature  of  them  a- 
mount  in  any  county  to  a  confiderablc  fum,  we  conceive  they 
may  be  made  out  of  the  current  receipts  of  thefe  taxes. 

As  the  receiver  general  is  required  by  the  land  tax  aft, 

within  twenty  days  atfartheft  after  he  has  received  money 

f6r  that  duty,  and  by  the  afts  which  grant  the  duties  o4 

houfes,  windows,  fervants,  and  inhabited  houfes,  within  forty 

days  after  he  has  received  thofe  duties,  to  pay  the  fame  into 

the  exchequer ;  it  became  neccffary  for  us  to  enquire  upon 

what  grounds,  and  for  what  purpofes,  the  receivers  general, 

retained  in  their  hands  fo  confiderablc  a  part  of  thefe  duties, 

fo  long  after  the  fame,  ought,  according  to  the  direftions  of 

See  Appexw  the  feveral  afts  abovementioned,  to  have  been  paid  into  tbie 

^-  exchequer.      To  this  point,  amongft  others,  we  examined 

No.  2.3.  George  Rofe,  efq;  fecretary  to  the  tax  office ;  John  Fordycc, 

No.  4,    efq;  receiver  general  for  Scotland ;  William  Mitford,  efq; 

^o«  5'    j^ceivc^r  general  for  the  county  of  Suffex  j  Tkomas  Allen, 
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*/q;  receiver  general  for  part  of  the  county  of  Somerfet ;  see  Appcn* 
Thomas   Walley  Partington,  efq;  receiver  general  for  thedix. 
counties  of  "Northampton  and  Rutland,  and  town  of  North- No,  6* 
ampton  ;  and  George  Rowley,  efq;  receiver  general  for  the  No.  7. 
county  of  Huntingdon. 

In  thcfe  examinations,  two  reafons  are  afTi,<xned  for  this 
detention  of  the  public  money  ;  one  is,  the  diihculty  or  pro- 
curing remittances  to  London,  efpecially  from  the  diftant 
counties  ;  the  other  is,  the  inl'ufficiency  of  the  lalary  of  two 
pence  in  the  pound,  allowed  the  receiver  by  the  land  tax  and 
other  afts,  upon  the  fums  paid  by  him  into  the  exchequer,  to 
anfwer  the  trouble,  rifque,  and  cxpencc,  attending  his  office; 
to  fupply  which,  and  to  render  the  employment  worth  huving, 
he  has  been  accuftomed  to  retain  in  his  hands  a  coniidcrable 
part  of  ihefe  duties,  for  the  purpofe  of  his  own  advantage 

As  an  examination  into  the  manner  and  charge  of  colkft- 
ing  and  remitting,  in  an  office  of  receipt,  fimilar  in  its  cir- 
cumftances,  might  enable  us  to  form  lome  judgment  upon  the 
validity  of  thcfe  reafons ;  we  direfted  our  inquiries  to  the 
collection  and  remittance  of  the  duties  of  excjfe. 

For  this  purpofe  we  examined  Goulfton  Bruere,  Efquire,  No.  8. 
firft  general  accountant ;    Richard   Paten,    Efquire,  fecond  No.  9. 
general  accountant  in  that  office ;  Mr.  Richard    Richardlbn,  No.  10. 
co|ledor  of  cxcifc  for  the  Hertford  colleftion  ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Ball,'  coUedorof  excife  foi*  the  Bath  colleftion;  ind  George  No.  ii, 
Rowley,  Efquire,  who  is   coUeftor  of  excife   for  Bedford  No.  7, 
coUedion,  as  well  as  receiver  general  of  the  land  tax  for  the 
county  of  Huntingdon ;  and  George  Lewis  Scott,   Efquife,No.  I2r 
one  of  the  commiffioners  of  excife.     We  procured  too,  from 
that  office,  an  account  of  the  grofs  and  nett  produce  of  the 
excife,  received  by  each  colleftor  for  the  year   1779;    in 
which  it  appears,  that  the  grofs  produce  amounted  to  the  fum' 
of  three  millions  feven  hundred  and  fourteen  ihoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-one  pounds  (ixteen  (hillings  and  an  half- 
penny, excluiive  of  the  receipt  at  the  excife  office  in  London, 
paid  in  by  the  perfons  charged,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
collefior;  which  grofs  fum  being,  as  we  apprehend,  con- 
fiderably  more  than  the  amount  of  the  duties  paid  to  the  re* 
ceivers  general,  is  coUefted  in  England  and  Wales  by  iifty- 
thrcc  Golledors,  being  only  two  more  than   the  number  of 
receivers  general  of  the  land  tax,  includtng  Scotland. 

From  thefe  laft  examinations  we  learn,  that  each  cotle£ior 
of  excife  goes  his  rounds  eight  times  in  the  year;  that  he 
icxmti  the  whole  of  his  nett  colle^ion  in  every  round  to  the 

SL  Q,  excife 
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cxcifc  office,  chiefly  by  bills  at  twenty  one  days  afterdate, 
in  the  counties  near  London  ;  at  thirty  days,  in  the  raoit 
remote  counties  ;  and  at  fitty  or  fixty  days,  in  the  moft  dif- 
tant,  and  none  at  a  longer  date;  that  he  is  continually  remit* 
ting  during  his  round;  and  within  a  week  after  it  is  finifhed, 
fends  up  by  a  balance  bill,  all  that  remains  of  the  dirties  col- 
Icftedbyhimin  that  round;  that  he  finds  no  d>^caltyia 
procuring  bills ;  could  return  more  money  by  the  fame  me* 
thod  ;  and  is  never  fuffered  to  keep  any  money  in  his  hands. 
Each  colleftor  is  paid  a  falary  of  one  hundred  and  twentv- 
pounds  a  year,  fubjeft  to  deduftion^  amounting  to  one  (hil- 
ling and  nine  pence  in  the  pound  ;  and  is  allowed  perquifitcs 
to  about  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  more  ;  and  gives  fecuritj 
for  five  thoufand  pounds. 

We  endeavoured  to  form   fome  computation   of  the  lofi 
fuftained  by  the  public,  from  the  detention  of  the  money  by 

See  Appen-^^^^  receivers  general,  and  for  that  pur pofe,  we  called  for  ai 

dix.  account  of  the  quarterly  returns  made  by  them   to  the  tax 

office ;  from  whence  it  appears,  that  the  average  fum  in  their 

No.  13.  hands,  from  the  5th  of  July,  17  78  (when  the  mode  was  adopt- 
ed of  tranfmitting  the  accounts  on  oath)  to  the  7.th  of  July 
laft,  amounted  to  three  hundred  thirty-four  thonfand  and  fit- 
ty-one  pounds,  the  intcreft  of  which,  at  four  per  cent,  being 
thirteen  thoufand  three  hundred  fixty-tvvo  pounds  a  year,  wc 
conceive  the  public  have  been  obliged  to  pay,  for  want  of  the 
life  of  their  own  money. 

But  the  lofs  has  been,  not  of  intercft  only,  the  revenue  tt« 
felf  has  fuffered  ;  for  by  an  account  of  the  arrears  and  default* 

No,  I4»  ers  of  the  land  tax,  and  other  duties,  from  the. year  1756^ 
which  we  called  for  from  the  tax  office,  thole  arrears  in  the 
hands  of  the  defaulters  not  included  in  the  firfl  certificatC| 
appear  to  amount  to  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thoufand  OM 
hundred  and  fixty-onc  pounds  feven  fhillings  and  two  peria 
halfpenny,  of  which  twenry-four  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  fevcn  pounds  fcvcn  iliiHings  and  twopence  three  farthinp 
is  aflually  lofl  upon  compofition;  of  the  remainder,  part  il 
in  a  courfe  of  legal  proceed  ngs,  and  the  recovery  of  a  great 
part  doubiful:  Whereas  by  a  like  return  which  we  required 
from  the  commiflioners  of  excife,  for  the  fame  period,  «V8 
find  thuehave  been  no  arrears  or  defaulters  among  the  officcn 
ofcxcilc,  except  in  one  mflanec,  to  the  amount  of  thref 
thoufand  {ix  iuindrcd  pounds. 

From  thii^  com|»arative  view  of  the  modes  of  colleSing  aiki 
remitting  tkcfe  different  duties^  and  of  the  advanugeg  accruiisg 

to 
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to  the  receiver  and  colleftor  from  their  feveral  employments, 
we  are  induced  to  think,  that  the  receiver  general  of  the  land 
tax  is  not  warranted  in  his  detention  of  the  public  money, 
cither  by  thctdifficulty  of  procuring  bills,  or  by  the  infuffici- 
cncy  of  his  falary. 

Suppofing,  however,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  bills  really 
to  exift,  though  it  might  occafion  iome  delay  in  the  remit* 
tance,  it  yetispo  juftification  of  the  receiver  for  conftantly 
keeping  a  large  balance  in  his  hands  ;  and,  admitting  the 
poundage  tiot  to  be  an  equivalent  for  his  pains,  yet  we  are 
of  opifiion,  that  the  prefent  mode  of  fupplying  the  deficiencv, 
by  permitting  him  to  withhold  the  duties,  is  injurious  to  the 
public,  and  ought  to  be  difcontinucd* 

The  revenue  fhould  come  from  the  pocket  of  the  fubjcft 
direSly  into  the  exchequer ;  but  to  permit  receivers  to  retain 
it  in  their  hands,  exprefsly  for  their  own  advantage,  is  to 
f  urnifh  them  with  the  ftrongeft  motive  for  withholding  it, 
A  private  intctcft  is  created,  in  direft  oppofition  to  that 
of  the  public ;  government  is  compelled  to  have  recourfe 
to  expeofive  loans ;  and  the  revenue  itfelf  is  finally  en- 
dangered. 

We  arc  therefore  of  opinion,  that  there  arc  no  fervices  to 
which  the  faid  fum  of  fix  hundred  fifty-feven  thoufand  four 
hundred  pounds  thirteen  fhiliings  arid  four  pence  is  or  may  be 
applicable,  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers  general  of  the  land 
tax,  or  of  the  reprefentatives  of  fuch  of  them  as  are  dead ; 
and  that  it  is  not  proper  to  leave  any  part  of  it  in  their  le- 
fpeAive  hands ;  but  that  the  fame,  or  fo  much  thereof  as 
now  remains  with  th^m,  ought  to  be  paid  into  the  etchequer, 
at  fuch  times,  and  by  fuch  inftallments,  as  may  be  thought 
reafonable,  after  a  pra£tice  offo  long  continuance,  and  as 
{ball  be  confiftent  with  fuch  engagements  as  may  have  been 
entered  into  with  any  particular  receivers. 

November,  jyio,  GUY  CARLETON,      (L.S.) 

T,  ANGUISH,  (L.S.) 

A.  PiGGOTT,  (L.  S.) 

RICHD.  NEAVE,  (L.  S.) 

SAMk  BEACHCROFT,(L.S.) 
Q^O.  DRUMMOND.  (L^S.) 
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APPENDIX. 

NO   I. 

LIST  jqfihi  Returns  made  iy  theReceiver$  General  •fthe  Land  Tax  to  the 
Commiffioners  appointed  to  examine y  take^  and  Jiate^  the  Public  Accounts 
of  the  Kingdom. 

Bedford,  John  Miller,  25th  July,  1780 
Berks,  John  Jones,  late  Receiver,  4th  Auguft 

Do.  John  Dean,  junior,  29th  July  

Bucks,  William  Minfhal,  26th  July  

Can>bridge  and  Ely,  Francis  Dixon,  25th  July 
Chefter,  Thomas  Mills,  29th  July  - 

Cornwall,  Jolin  Bodger,  30th  July  — — 

CumberlatKi  and  Weftmoreland,  George  Atkinfon,  :^5th 

July  

Derby,  Sarpuel  Crompton,  31ft  July  ? 

Devon,  Daniel  Hamilton,  28th  July  ■ • 

Do.  Richard  Rofe  Drcwe,  do.  do.  — 

Dorfet,  Francis  St;uart,  27th  July  -^^— 

Durham  and    Northumberland,    Aubone  Surtecs,  3d 

Auguft  ■ ' 

Effex,  Robert  Andrews,  5th  Auguft         — 

Do.  John  Yeldham,  25th  July 


Gloucefter,  Richard  Colchefter,  27th  July 

Hereford,  Executors  of  James  Woodhoufe,  6tli  Auguft    6120   18   iii 

Do.  George  Terry,  29th  July  ^ 

Hertford,  John  Balchen  Weft,  27th  July         — 
Huntingdon,  John  Jackfon,  late  Receiver,  2d  Nov. 
Do.  George  Rowley,  7th  Auguft         •    - 

Kent,  William  Scott,   i6th  Auguft  i- 

Lancaftcr,  William  Gregfon,    i ft  Auguft         

Leicefter,  Rogers  Ruding,  29th  July         ~* • 

Lincoln,  John  Grundy,   27th  July  • 

Do.  Charles  Chaplin,  zQih  July 


London,  Middlefex,  and  Weftminfter,  Richard  Bagot, 

31ft  July  —  — 

Do.  Robert  Wilfon,   1  ft  Auguft 

London,  &c.  inhabited  houfe  tax,  William  Brummell 

and  R.  B  rough  ton,  27  th  Oftober  

Moniiiouth,  Paul  Morgan,  ,ift  Auguft  
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appendix.  £.  s.       JL 

folk,  Roger  Kcrrifon,  27th  July             14786   18     6j 

William  Fifher,  do.  do.               14206  11     8 

thampton  and    Rutland,  Thonnas  Walley  Part- 

igton,  26ihjuly             7254     6  iij 

tingham,  George  Mafon,  29th  July           —  10086     6     yi 

ord,  Thomas  Walker,  30tii  June           9^35  1 1   1 1 1' 

p,  Somcrfet  Davics,  27th  July            17052     2     8 

erfet,  Thomas  Allen,  9th  Auguft          ^34 79  16     9J 

Charles  Hutchings,  29th  July             ^^373  15     i 

hampton,  JohnDuihy,  2'>ih  July                  ■  12181  14     4I- 

xjrd,  Francis  Cobb,  27th  July          ■  14605  18   ii£ 

Dlk,  Thomas  Fenn,  31ft  July           • 18883  ^'   ''i 

Jphn  Spink,  26ih  July                ■  J2645     7     ^ 

y,"  Jofeph  Shaw,  do.  do.                  1705 

John  Ford,  ift  O^ober                 —       ■-  500 

jx,  WHliam  Mitford,  25th  July            — ^  '3971  13     2^ 

wick,  Edward  Freeman,  28th  July       -■  9^05  9     6 

:s,  Thomas  Phipps,  27th  July           — '- 4872  2     8 

Edmund  Wilkins,  do.  do.              — — —  46-46  —    41. 

cefter,  Jofeph  Berwick,  28th  July          ■  8026     8     i\ 

cs.  No.  Bell  Lloyd,  do.  do. 7563     8     ij 

John  Herbert,  8th  Auguft              ■  103 14  15     9 

es.  So.  William  Herbert  Dyer,   loili  Auguft  93  W  9     ^ 

norgan,  Edmund  Trahcrne,  30th  July      '_■  6971  14     %\ 

;,  Marmaduke  Conftable,  28 ih  July       14493  3  — 

Wilham  Stanhope,  do.  do.              •  ^7509  ^o     if 

;?s  Houfhold,  John  Fenlhaw,  27th  July  1738  5  io| 

and,  John  Fordyce,  13th  November        — -  52071  1     i 
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Examination  of  George  Rofe,  e/q;  Secretary  to  the  Tax 
Off.cei  taken  upon  Oath,  the  i)th  0/* Auguft,  1780. 

HEfaid  examinant  faith.  That  he  hath  been  fecrctaryCwr^^l^^/e. 
5  tax  office  fomewhat  more  than  three  years, 
lat  the  office  confifts  of  feyen  commiffioners,  a  fccrctary, 
iftant  fecretary,  and  five  clerks, 

lat  the  principal  duty  of  the  office,  as  to  the  land  tax,  is 
icrintcnd  the  receivers  general,  and  to  haften  their  pay- 
>  into  the  exchequer;  and  if  the  colleftors  appear  to  be 
vard  in  their  payments,  to  urge  their  teing  enforced, 

by 
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Appcirfijc  by  afpplications  to  the  afting  commiffioncrs  in  the  countrys 
that  the  office  receives  weekly  accounts  of  the  fums  paid  into 
the  exchequer  by  the  feveral  receivers,  and  from  them,  and 
the  receivers  accounts,  make  out  a  weekly  certificate,  and 
tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  treafury. 

Thar  formerly  the  receivers  did  not  make  their  returns  to 
the  tax  office  fo  regularly  as  at  prefent,  both  as  to  the  tinw 
when  they  made  them,  and  as  to  the  arrears  contained  in 
them. 

That  about  two  years  ago  the  office  adopted  the  prefenC 
moJeof  requiring  the  receivers  to  return  their  accounts  cvcrj 
quarter  upon  oath,  both  of  the  receipt  and  the  arrears,  witi 
the  names  of  the  divifions  in  arrear. 

That  the  commiffioncrs  of  the  tax  office  have  no  power  or 
controul  over  the  coUedors ;  and  that  the  receivers  have  made 
frequent  complaints  againft  them  :  that  when  the  board  ob- 
ferve  coniiderable  arrears  outflanding  in  any  diftri£t,  tfaej 
write  to  the  afting  commiffioncrs  in  the  country,  defiriiffi 
them  to  enforce  payment  from  the  ccUeftors ;  but  that  h 
general  fuch  application  has  not  produced  any  material  cStSU 

That  the  only  power  the  tax  office  has  over  receivers  is,  to 
dire£k  their  folicitor  to  proceed  againft  them  in  the  court  of 
exchequer  when  they  are  deficient  in  their  payments,  of 
which  there  ha^e  been  two  or  three  inftances  in  his  time;  but 
feveral  have  been  threatened  with  profecutions,  which  hip! 
generally  produced  better  payments  into  the  exchequer. 

That  moft  of  the  receivers  have  conftantly  balances  in  their 
hands,  to  the  knowledge  both*  of  the  tax  officer  and  the  trea- 
fury, without  any  procefs  being  ordered  to  iffue  againft  thems 
no  line  is  drawn  to  afcertain  what  that  balance  may  be,  but 
if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  office,  it  appears  large,  the  receiv- 
ers are  wrote  to,  to  make  further  payments  into  the  exche** 
quer ;  that  were  they  to  be  rigid  in  compelling  them  to  pay 
as  the  land  tax  a£V  direfts,  he  believes  few  of  the  receivci^ 
would  think  their  offices  worth  holding. 

This  examinant  further  faith.  That  the  window  tax  is  aljb 
under  the  management  of  this  office,  and  yields  near  fonf 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year :  that  the  office  receives  an- 
nually from  the  feveral  furveyors  (of  whom  there  are.  abodt 
one  hundred  and  feventy,  befides  ten  general  furvevors)  their 
tax  books,  containing  an  account  of  every  rateabfc  houfr  in 
each  diftria,  and  from  which  the  office  make  up  their  aci* 
count  of  this  taXi  ' '" 

At4 
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And  that  the  duty  on  fervants^  and  the  duty  on  inhabited  Appendix* 
houfes,  are  likewife  under  the  management  of  this  office. 
Guy  CarUiony  George  Rose. 

Richard  Neave^ 
Samuel  Beaebcroft^ 
I  Gccrj^e  Drummond. 

No,  3. 

The  Exanunathn  of  ]o\in  Fordyce,  efqi  Receiver  Genial  efthe 
Land  Tax  for  Scotland  ;  talen  upon  oath^  the  i^th  and  zitb 
da^s  ©/"July,  1780. 

THE  faid  cxaminant  depefcth,  That  he  is  receiver  gene-  j^  jr^ 
ral  of  the  land  tax  for  Scotland^  and  has  been  fo  (ince  the^rMd 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-fix. 

■  That  the  faid  cxaminant's  office  is  very  different  from  that 
of  the  receiver  of  the  land  tax  in  the  counties  in  England,  it 
being  the  general  receipt  of  the  exchequer  for  Scotland,  into 
which  the  whole  receipt  of  the  land  tax  is  paid  by  the  collec- 
tors of  thb  difierent  counties  and  boroughs  in  Scotland  :  that 
every  county  and  royal  burgh  has  a  coUeftor,  whofe  office 
and  duty  are  iimilar  to  that  of  the  receivers  of  counties  in 
England  :  that  fuch  coUefior^  are  appointed,  and  their  re- 
ward fixed,  by  the  commiffioners  of  fupply :  that  the  faid 
colledors  have  no  pay  or  reward  from  government,  nor  any 
deduAion  or  poundage  out  of  the  land  tax  received  by  them, 
but  are  paid  by  the  land  holders  in  counties,  and  by  the  pro- 
prietors or  inhabitants  of  houfes  in  burghs  :  that  their  falaries 
are,  he  believes,  from  forty  fhiilings  to  one  hundred  pounds 
a  year:  that  from  the  fituation  of  the  country,  and  the  fmall- 
ncfs  of  the  reward  to  the  coUeftors,  he  believes  that  in  the 
greateft  part  of  Scotland  they  go  round  the  countrv  but  once 
a  year ;  and  that  therefore  the  land  tax  in  general  is  coUeded 
annually,  and  noteftcner;  and  that  neither  would  the  fiate 
of  the  country,  in  many  parts,  and  the  greater  extent  of  the 
^unties  permit  the  colle£h>rs,  nor  could  they,  for  the  falaries 
ailtowcd  them,  be  expected  to.  go  round  quarterly,  or  even 
half  yearly  :  that  the  effed  of  thefe  circumftanccs  is,  that 
t6e  year  of  the  tax  is  expired,  and  the  fucceeding  year  begun, 
before  any  .confiderable  part  of  the  colleftion  is  paid  to  the 
receiver  general ;  and  conTequently  the  coUeftion  is  generally 
a  year  bditnd. 

Vol.  XVUL  S  That 
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Appendix.  That  he  does  not  receive  remittances  from  the  colleaors 
at  aiiy  fixed  or  ftatcd  periods;  and  that,  for  want  of  that 
general  commercial  intercourie  which  prevails  in  England, 
thefe  remittances  are  as  irregular  in  the  means,  as  they  are  in 
the  time  of  coming  to  his  hands,  fometimes  coming  in  bills, 
and  Tometimes  in  money. 

That  he  believes  there  is  no  premium  or  difcount  between 
any  part  of  Scotland  and  Edinburgh. 

That  the  mode  of  this  examinant's  remittance  to  London 
is  in  bills,  which  he  purchafes  in  Edinburgh,  and  for  which 
he  pays  ho  premium  :  that  he  has  a  fixed  correfpondent  in 
London,  to  whom  he  fends  fuch  bills,  who  pays  the  money 
into  the  exchequer,  and  to  whom  he  allows  a  commiffioia  for 
tranfafting  that  bufinefs. 

That  the  land  tax  charged  upon  Scotland,  is  all  paid  into 
the  exchequer  without  the  ufual  dedudion  allowed  in  Lngland, 
or  any  other  deduftion  whatfoever ;  and  that  the  expence  of 
colkaing  is  entirely  defrayed  by  the  land-holders  in  counties, 
and  by  the  proprietors  or  inhabitants  of  houfes  in  burghs. 

That  this  cxaminant  is  not  allowed  the  poundage  of  two 
pence  in  the  pound,  eflabliihed  for  the  receivers  in  England, 
or  any  falary  or  other  reward  whatfoever,  for  receiving  the 
land  tax,  or  as  a  receiver  general  thereof. 

He  has  another  office  under  the  crown,  which  he  holds 
during  pleafure,  nainely,  that  of  receiver  of  the  crown 
rents. 

That  this  office  is  quite  diflinft  from  the  ojther,  but  hat 
ufually  gone  with  it,  and  been  executed  by  the  feqie  perfon* 

That  the  receiver  of  the  crown  rents  is  allowed  a  fa|ary.  of 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  fubjeft  to  taxes,  and 
has  no  other  reward  or  emolument  whatfoever.  That  the  ex- 
pence  of  executing  both  thefe  offices,  of  the  receiver  of  >hc 
crown  rents  and  receiver  of  the  land  tax,  ampunU  to  fc?^ 
hundred  and  fi  ty  pounds  ^^r  annum. 
,     '  That  the  mode  of  compelling  payment  of  the  land  tax  in 

Scotland  is,  as  he  believes,  the  fame  that  was  eftablilbed  by 
Oliver  Cromwell ;  this  is  frequently  put  in  ufe,  and  found 
to  be  effeftual. 

Thathejjeflerday  morning  received  tjic  precept  of  thitboard^^ 
requiring  him  to  lay  before  the  commiffioners  a  cafh  accoimt 
of  public  money  in  his  hands  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  fvdi 
precept;  that,  hpwever  willing,"  it  is  not  in  big  power  10 
comply  with  the  fame,  becaufe,  in  the  firft  place,  he  Jitt 
hitherto  made  up  his  accounts  only  half-yearly^  to  Lady -day 

and 
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and  Michaelmas;  that  to  come  at  the  balance  required,  it  Appendix. 
would  be  neceflfary  for  him  to  balance  near  four  hundred  ac- 
counts. Secondly,  the  payment  of  the  whole  civil  eftablifh- 
meat  of  Scotland,  which  is  made  by  him,  ''ii  juft  ^a]*j>roach- 
ingr,  in  which  his  deputy,  clerks,  and  books,  will  conftantly 
be  employed  in  doing  that  bufinefs.  And  thirdly,  the  court 
of  exchequer  in  Scotland  is  at  prefent  fitting,  before  which 
court  there  are  many  procelTes  depending  againft  the  colleAors 
of  the  window  tax,  many  of  which  are  referred  to  him  for 
his  examination  and  report. 

That  with  refpe£t  to  the  balance  of  iixty-four  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  feventy  pounds,  appearing  by  the  certificate 
from  the  tax  office  to  be  in  the  hands  of  this  examinant,  the 
largenefs  of  the  arrear  is  partly  owing  to  his  having,  in  and 
previous  to  the  year  1776,  remitted  a  very  confiderable  fum 
of  money  to  his  agents  in  London,  whole  houfe  had  been 
agents  to  the  receivers  ofBce  in  Scotland  for  50  years,  without 
any  negleft  or  want  of  punAuality,  to  be  paid  by  them  into 
the  exchequer,  which  he  fuppoied  bad  been  done,  till  he 
received  a  letter  from  the  tax  office,  charging  him  with  a 
much  larger  balance  than  he  apprehended  to  be  due :  that 
upon  the  receipt  of  fuch  letter  he  came  to  London,  and,  ap- 
plying to  his  correfpondents,  found  that  they  had  not  paid 
the  money  into  the  exchequer  as  he  had  fuppofed  :  that  by 
ufing  diiigence,  he  recovered  a  confiderable  part  of  it,  which 
was  paid  mto  the  exchequer  immediately  :  that  the  remain- 
der, being  twenty-two  thoufand  pounds,  he  has  never  yet 
recovered ;  but  by  uiing  uncommon  diligence,  he  has  pro- 
cured fecurities  for  it,  which  he  believes  to  be  ^ood,  and 
upon  which  he  does  not  doubt  that  the  whole  of  it  will  be 
recovered  in  time  :  that  in  confideration  of  all  thefe  circum- 
fiancei,  the  lords  of  the  treafur]^,  upon  his  application,  haVe 
allowed  him  to  pay  that  fum  in  inft ailments  of  five  thoufand 
^onndt  per  annunh  till  the  whole  is  paid. 

That  with  refpe£t  to  the  balance  of  forty-two  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  feventy  pounds,  which  will  ftill  remain  in 
his  hands,  after  deducing  the  faid  fum  of  twenty-two  thou- 
iand  pounds,  for  which  he  has  got  that  indulgence,  he  can 
only  fay,  tlAt  the  ufe  of  the  money  is  the  only  advantage 
that  he  has  for  executing  the  office  of  receiver  general;  and 
that  he^doet  not  look  upon  the  ulis  of  that  fum  as  more  thaa 
a  realbnable  equivalent  for  the  trouble  and  expence  of  execut- 
ing it ;  that  be  hat,  on  Thurfday  lafl,  the  20th  inftant,  cn- 
figdl  to  have  the  general  balance  between  Scotland  and  the 

S  2  exchequer 
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Appenoix.  exchequer  in  England,  thirty  thoofancl  pounds  Vcfs  at  La^v- 
day  ncxtj^  than  it  was  at  Ladv-day  laft,  and  to  pay  into  tw 
exchegufsr  .^h  thoufand  pounds  on  or  befofb  the  10th  day  of 
the  ncain^^aih,,  '  v.  '^ 

Guy  Carjeton,  JOHN  FoRDYCE. 

T.JfHguyhy 

A.  fi^ott^ 

Richard  Ucave^ 

Samuel  Beachcroftj 

James  Tierney^ 

George  Drummond.   - 

No.  4. 

J7j€  Examnation  ©/"William  Mitford,  Efqi  Receiver^' dneral $/ 
the  Land  Tax,  for  the  County  of  Sxmex^  taken  upon  Oath,  the 
S/Ap/'Auguft,  1780. 

fT,  Mk/ord*  "^^  ^^^^  examinant  faitli,  Thdk  his  has  been  receiver  ge- 
neral of  the  land  tax  for  the  county  oif  Suflei^  ever  fihce  the 
year  1 77 r 

That  ne  makes  his  colleftion  every  fix  raonths,  aboiit  fflc 
middle  of  June,  and  middle  of  December ;  and  that  fiich  has 
been  the  ufual  cuftom  of  that  county. 

That  he  has  no  deputy,  but  does  all  the  bufinefs  himfelf ; 
and  the  advantages  of  his  office  are  entirely  to  his  own  tife. 

That  he  brings  himfelf  the  money  he  collets  to  London,  in 
cafhor  bills,  and  lodges  it  at  his  banker's,  who  procures  pay- 
ment of  the  bills  for  him ;  and  that  he  always  pays  into  the 
Exchequer,  the  whole  amount  received  by  him,  of  the  pteced- 
ingyear's  tax,  about  or  foori  after  the Chriftmas  following. 

That  the  coUeiftors,  in  fome  of  the  divifiora  in  hi >  collee* 
tion,  are  frequently  deficient  in  their  paylnents;  ahd  he  has  no 
power  to  compel  them  to  account;  neither  has  he  any  mew 
of  difcovering  whether  the  arrears,  which  appear  due  htm  die 
country,  arife  from  the  money  not  being  colledledy  or  frofiA.tbe 
colleftors  withholding  their  payments. 

That  he  always  keeps  a»  balance  in  hand,  it  being  neodSkrjr 
;  for  him.  to  leave  a  corifideraible  fiim  in  his  banker's  hai>^  io 
anfwer  the  trouble  of  receirrinjg  the  bills  when  dtie;^  and  that 
without  a  balance  in  hand,  the  poundage  allowed  by  the  aift 
•to  receivers  would  not  be  a  fufficient  coifnpenfatidn  fixr.  fib 
trouble  and  expences,  whidi  are  coniiderabk^.  ha.viii|r  ftet  to 
pay  on  his  appointment^  onhis  entering  iotoittStOExsogaiiEiaiiOB^ 
•on  every  payment  which  he  makes  into  the  dxdhoqftacv  9ttAf 
ibuing  and  paffing  his  accounts  and  obtaining  a  quietas^  wudi 

in 
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i  in  his  cafe  amount  to  upwards  of  ninety  pounds  a  year ;  befides  Xpfmdiit 
:  'the  neceffity  of  keeping  more  fervants  and  horfes  than  ho 
'otherwife  would  do,  charges  in  travelling  round  the  county  to 
coilefl  the  taxes,  the  rif^ueof  bad  bills  and  of  conveying  the 
money  to  town,  and  the  mconvenience  of  finding  Security  for 
upwards  of  thirty-fix  thoufand  pounds. 

This  examinant  further  faith,  That  the  colleftion  of  the 
fervants  and  inhabited  houfe  tax  is  no  advant^e  to  the  Re- 
ceiver; it  greatly  increafes  his  trouble  in  colle«ing,  and  oc- 
cafions  him  more  expence  in  the  colledlion  than  his  poundage 
'  amounts  to,  upon  fo  inconfiderable  a  fum  as  it  produces. 

Thomas  Angui/hy  WlL.  MiTPORl^. 

yames  Tireneyj 
Geo.  Drummond. 

No.  5. 

^e  Examination  g/'Thomas  Allen,  Efq\  Receiver  General  of  the 
Land  Tax  for  Part  of  the  County  o/'Somerfet;  taken  upon 
Oathy  the  1 8/A  0/"  Auguft,  1780. 

This  examinant  (aith,  That  he  is  now,  and  has  been  for 
about  twelve  years,  receiver  general  of  the  land  tax  for  part  of 
the  county  of  Somerfet,  and  that  he  has  the  whole  profits  of 
the  office  to  his  own  ufe. 

That  the  account  of  his  receipts  and  difborfements  is.  made 
tip  quarterly,  and  fent  up  to  the  tax  office  the  firft  week  in  the 
fucceeding  month. 

That  he  has  ufually  found  the  coUeftors  deficient  in  their 
payments;  and  that  ne  writes  every  quarter  to  the  adding 
commiffioners,  with  the  names  of  fuch  tythings,  and  a  lift  of 
all  the  divifions  in  arrear,  defiring  them  to  enforce  payment ; 
that  in  fome  divifions  this  produces  payments  from  the  collec- 
tors in  about  three  weeks;  but  in  many  of  the  divifions  the 
commiffioners  altogether  difregard  the  application. 
-  That  he  believes  the  fault  lies  with  the  colledors,  who  ge- 
nerally receive  the  money,  and  keep  it  in  their  hands,  fome- 
times  for  two  years :  and  it  is  worth  their  while;  for  when  the 
receiver  general  upon  making  up  his  accounts,  returns  the 
names  of  the  deficient  colleftors  into  the  exchequer,  they  are 
difdiarged  on  paying  in  the  money  before  procefs  is  iiiued, 
and  a  fee  of  one  pound  two  ihillings  and  fixpence,  or  there- 
abouts. 

.  That  he  ufually.  keeps  a  confiderable  balance  in  his  hands 
which  is  unavoidable,  being  at  ft  confider^le  difbncefrom  the 
capital,  and  the  difficulty  great  of  procurbg  good  bills  on 
Lmdon*  t 

a  That 
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ApptMBx.  That  be  believes  the  pradlice  of  the  receivers  keeping  mo- 
ney in  hand  is  connived  at,  in  order  to  render  the  office  moie 
advantiageousy  as  the  poundage  allowed  by  a<Sl  of  parliament  k 
not  adequate  to  the  trouble  and  expence  of  it^ 

That  upon  receiving  letters  from  the  tax  office  to  enforce, 
payments  from  him,  he  has  made  feveral  into  the  exchequer: 
That  no  procefs  has  iiTued  againft  him ;  but  he  has  this  mont* 
ing  been  told,  by  the  fecrretary  to  the  tax  office,  that  unk& 
he  made  certain  payments  within  certain  times,  procefi  would 
be  iflued  againft  him. 

Th.it  his  accounts  are  audited  annually  at  the  exchequer; 
and  that  he  fettled  his  account  for  the  year  1778,  in  Apiil 
laft. 

Guy  Carleton,  Thomas  Allen. 

71  jingui/hy 

Geo,  DrummonJ^    • 

Richard  NfovCy 

Sam.  Begchcroft. 

No.  6. 

.  The  Examination  o/" Thomas  Walley  Partington,  Efqi  Receiver 
General  of  the  Land  Tax  for  the  Counties  o/'^Northampton  ad 
Rutland,  a»^7oit'»  0/* Northampton;  taken  upon  Oatby  tk 
22d  of  Aug\i&,  1780. 

r.  fT.Far*  "^^^  cxaminant  faith.  That  he  is  now,  and  has  been  for 
UMgt$u.  about  fix  years,  receiver  general  of  the  land  tax  for  the 
counties  of  Northampton  and  Rutland,  and  town  of  Nor- 
thampton. 

That  when  he  was  firft  appointed,  in  1774,  he  was  (w- 
prized  to  find  large  arrears  from  feveral  parts  of  the  connriet 
due;  but  upon  application  to  an  ading  commiffioner  of  one 
of  the  divifions  in  arrear,  he  acquaint^  him,  the  cuftom  of 
that  part  of  the  county  was,  to  pay  their  taxes  as  they  did 
their  rents,  one  half  year  under  another,  or  (bmewhat  later. 

That  there  are  ten  divifions  in  his  colleAion ;  that  ke 
found  that  he  could  not  receive  the  tax  without  a  deputy  at 
Northampton,  who,  goes  his  rounds  twice  a  Vcar  to  colleft; 
that  he  generally  meets  kirn  at  Towceftcr,  the  laft  place  ia 
the  coll^ion,  brings  the  money  to  town,  and  makes  laigB 
payments  immediately  into  the  exchequer. 

That  the  greateft  part  of  fome  of  the  divifions,  and  leflff 
parts  of  others,  to  about  half  the  annual  tax,  do  not  pay  st' 
the  places  appointed  half  yearly. 

That  many  of  the  colledors  never  meet  the  receiver,  bst 
pay  their  taxes  at  Northampton,    as  it  fuits  their  cdnve- 

nicace; 
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alienee  ;  that  feveral  of  the  towns  do  not  pay  up  their  arrears  AfpeiKUx. 
antil  after  the  month  of  November,  and  Ibme  not  until  the 
month  of  January. 

That  he  does  not  recoiled  he  ever  returned  any  of  the 
collectors  Infupery  but  twice  iince  he  has  been  receiver ;  that 
on  thofe  occafions  he  paid  one  time  a  fee  of  fixteen  fhillingt 
nhd  eleven  pence^  and  another  time  of  eighteen  (hillings  and 
five  pence,  to  the  auditor  of  the  land  revenue,  for  a  certifi- 
cate of  arrears. 

That  the  money  which  remained  in  his  hands  has  been 
iFrom  five  thoufand  to  feven  thoufand  pounds  ;  frequently, 
mnd  particularly  lately,  not  fomuch  as  five  thoufand  pounds; 
l>ut  that  immediately  after  his  general  half-yearly  receipt,  he 
lias  had,  in  money  and  bills,  between  eight  thoufand  and  nine 
thoufand  pounds,  which  may  fometimes  have  remained  witli 

liim  a  month  or  fix  weeks. 

That  he  pafies  his  accounts  annually  before  the  auditor  of 

the  land  revenue,  as  foon  as  he  has  got  in  all  the  arrears  ; 

and  that  in  February  laft  he  paid  in  his  balance,  and  pafled 
Hiis  account  up  to  Lady-day  1779,  ^*  ^^"  ^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^* 

ditor  could  prepare  it. 

.   That  he  apprehends  the  expeace  of  colleAing,  had  he  not* 

a  deputy,  would  amount  at  leaft  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-. 

pounds  a  year ;  but  having  a  deputy,  it  is  confiderably  more 

to  him.    . 

That  the  expences  of  obtaining  his  commiflion,  payinj; 

money  into  the  exchequer,  allowing  and  palfiog  his  accoonts^ 
..  fof  the  year  1778,  were  as  follow  : 

I    .  .£•    s.  iL 

.  Tallies  on  paying  oaoney  into  the  exchequer  4  12  — • 

CommiJJkn. 

B   Trcafuiy  fees         —  —  —  «^     18  11     6 

Remembrancer       —  —  n-  —       7     i     6 

Petition  and  report  —  —  -—116  — 

7a  the  j9$£tor. 

Allowing  account  land  —  —  —  15    4    6 

D^  hou^s  and  windows  -      — .  •—  —  20    6    4 

Faffing  account  land  —  •—  —  16 

Carried  over  83  1 1  10 

Brougjkt 
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Appendii.  Brought  forward,  —  — —       83   1 1  10 

D^hoiifcs  and  windows    —     iC*  37  ^^    ^\        67  i&   I 

i^llpwcd  by  the  king  in  account      30  —  —  j 

Mr,  Taylor  —  —  —        _    _  10   6 

Guy  CarletoHy  Thom AS  W.  PARTINGTON. 

71  Anguijhy 

J.  P'tgiott^ 

Richard  Neave^ 
Samuel  Beachcrofij 
George  Drummotid^ 

No,  7. 

The  Examination  of  Mr.  George  Rowley,  CUleff^r  •fExclfeftir 

Bedford  Colleffion ;  taken  upon  Oath j  the  ^d  of  Ofkob^Vf  11^* 
G.  Riwl^.  This  examinant  faith,  That  he  has  been  a  colleA«r  of 
excife  for  upwards  of  fifteen  years  ;  that  he  is  now,  and  hit 
been  for  above  thirteen  years,  colleaor  of  Bedford  coUe&ioa ; 
that  previous  thereto  he  was  for  one  year  collcftor  of  Gran- 
tham cblle^on,  and  about  another  year  colleAor  for  Wakt 
middle  coUeaion. 

:.  That  his  prcfent  coUe£tion  extends  into  part  of  Cambridge- 
(hire,  part  of  Bcdfordfhire,  part  of  Northamptonfliir^  imd 
t}ie  whole  of  Httntingddnflitre. 

,  That  hV  has  a  falfiry  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  a 
year,  fubje<ft  to  a  dedudion  of  one  (hilling  and  nine  pence  hi' 
the  pound,  and  has  the  ufual  allow  anccr  for  riding  charges, 
whidi,  in  his  collt£tion,  amount  to  one  hundred  andi  twofC 
pounds  a  year  ;  and  fome  other  fmall  perquifites,  amounting 
to  about  twenty  pounds  a  year  more. 

"  That  he  has  never  been  aflfeffed  for  the  land  tax  ;  if  he  hnd| 
he  niuft  have  paid  it  out  of  his  own  pocket,  the  commi(&0O- 
ers  only  direding  the  tax  to  be  repaid  on  falaries  not  exceed* 
ing  one  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

That  the  amount  of  his  colleftion  he  believes  to  be  upwuvb 
of  eighty  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 

That  there  are  eight  rounds  in  the  year,  and  that  he  reccmf 
the  duties  every  round  in  money,  bank  notes,  countrjr  fiiudl 
bills,  and  drafts  on  London  payable  at  twenty-one  days  after 
^date. 

'  That  his  rounds  laft  twenty  days,  and  that  he  generally 
remits  twice  during  each  round,  at  the  diftance  of  eight  day^ 

and 
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and  rcfitits  the  balaoce  on  the  Thurfday  following  the  con-  Appendix. 
clufion  of  his  rounds. 

That  his  inftniAions  are,  to  keep  no  money  in  his  hands 
but  what  may  be  fofiicient  to  anfwer  certain  charges,  and  to 
remit  the  balance  within  fix  days  after  the  clofe  of  the  round  ; 
with  which  inftrudlions  he  complies  flriAly. 

That  he  finds  no  difficulty  whatever  in  remitting,  and  re« 
knits  about  nine  tenths  of  his  whole  colledion  in  counti'y 
bank  bills,  and  other  drafts  upon  London  ;  and  thinks  he 
could  reitiit  more,  if  neceflary,  having  frequent  applications 
from  men  in  trade  to  take  their  drafts. 

That  the  bills  were  formerly  drawn  at  twenty-eight  or 
thirty  days  after  date,  now  he  is  ordered  to  take  none  longer 
than  twenty-one  days  after  date. 

That  he  ukes  fecurity  from  all  the  returners  themfelves, 
«nd  one  or  two  fureties,  being  bound  for  a  fum  equal  to  the 
'  value  of  the  bills  he  takes  from  them  ;  he  pays  no  premium 
-whatever for  the  bills,  noir  ever  did  in  Lis  prcfent  collection. 

That  the  Grantham  coUe&ion  was  not  to  fo  large  an 
amount  as  the  Bedford  one :  he  found  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  procuring  bills,  nor  in  complying  with  his  inftrudions  of 
remitting  widiin  the  time  limitted  \  that  he  paid  no  premium 
whatever  for  his  bills^  and  the  whole  colleftion  was  remitted 
in  country  drafts,  payable  at  one  month  after  date« 

The  colle£tion  of  Wales  Middle  is  one  of  the  fmalleft  col- 
leftions  ;  whilft  coUeAor  there,  whid^  is  now  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  years  ago.  he  found  no  difiiculty  in  remitting,  the  re^ 
turners  being  glad  to  take  the  money,  and  give  bills  for  the 
premium  then  paid,  which  was  feven  (hillings //rr/A/;  which 
premium,  he  is  welt  informed,  is  now  totally  abolifhed,  and 
the  remittance  pundually  made;  he  remitted  the  whole  col* 
Icftion  in  country  drafts,  he  believes  payable  at  one  nM>nth 
after  dace,  and  he  thinks  he  could  have  procured  more  bills  if 
.neceflary. 

That  he  never  received  a  bad  bill  in  any  of  his  coUeAions 
iince  he  bai  been  a  coUeAor. 

This  examinant  further  faith.  That  he  is  receiver  general 
.of  the  land  tax  for  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  and  that  he 
has  been  fo  fince  Lady  Day  1779  ;  thatbe  alfo  receives  the 
houfe  and  window  tax,  the  tax  on  inhabited  houfes,  and  fer- 
vants  tax ;  that  the  amount  of  the  land  tax  for  the  faid  county 
18  about  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 
;  V  That  the  arrears  to  Laidy  Day  1780,  amount  to  about  fix 
.bundred.pounds,  which  are  either  in -the  hands  of  coUedtors^ 
L...V0L.XVJJI.  .  T  ^x 
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Appendix,  or  ftiU  unptiTd  by  the  fubjcft  ;  that  fuch  arrears  include  not 
only  the  arrears  of  the  land  tax,  but  alfo  thofe  of  the  other 
taxes,  with  the  collefiion  of  which  he  is  charged  ;  and  that 
be  has  not  yet  applied  to  the  ading  coxtimiffioners  to  compel 
payment  thereof,  becaufe  he  expefts  fuch  payments  will  be 
made  Toon. 

That  be  has  reafoh  to  believe  the  colledors  have  often  had 
the  money  in  their  hands,  when  they  faid  the  tax  was  Hill  ia 
arrear  and  unpaid  by  the  fubjeft. 

That  the  a£ting  commiffioners  in  the  county  of  Hnnting- 
don  have  offered  their  affiftance  to  compel  payment  from  the 
collefiors,  and  for  that  purpofe  have  lately  deiired  him  to 
give  an  account  of  the  arrears  {landing  out  at  each  day'fi  re- 
ceipt in  each  hundred,  there  being  only  one  day  for  the  re- 
ceipt in  each  of  the  four  hundreds  5  which  he  intencfft  to  do, 
and  which  he  apprehends  will  contribute  to  the  more  fpceij 
pajmnent  of  the  tax. 

That  in  Huntingdonfhire  thecolleftion  is  made  batf-year- 
ly,  after  Michaelmas  and  Lady  Day,  and  they  begin  to  pay 
the  tax  in  about  a  month  after  thefc  pe'riods. 

That  he  pays  to  the  cafhier  of  the  bank,  partly  by  caft 
and  partly  by  bank  bills.  What  he  receives  for  thefe  taxes, 
taking  his  receipt  for  the  money  ;  which  the  cafhier  pays  id- 
to  the  Exchequer,  and  takes  a  tally  for  in  this  exareinaat'i 
name. 

That  he  has  no  doubt  he  might  remit  the  money  hy  cdbti- 
try  drafts,  if  he  pleafcd,  without  paying  any  premiinn. 
There  is  an  eftablifhed  bank  at  Cambridge,  a  good  hoofci 
which,  he  believes,  would  give  bills  on  London  anydsy  for 
one. hundred  thotifand  pounds/ if  wanted. 

That  he  generally  has  kept  about  or  near  one  half  of  tic 
whole  of  his  colleftion  in  his  hands  for  one  year ;  that  heidbo- 
fidcrs  the  ufe  of  the  money  for  that  time,  asJpart  of  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  office  of  the  receiver  general  of  the  hind  tte»; 
and  that  in  fo  fmall  a  colleftion  as  that  of  Huntingdon,' 
wlicre  the  whole  amount  is  not  feventeen  thoufand  -pounds, 
he  docs  not  think  it  would  be  worth  while  to  execute  tho 
ofiice,  merely  for  the  poundage,  without  luch  an  advantage. 

That  his  poundage,  being  only  two  pence  in  the  pbnnd, 
doc*  not  anmunt  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
a  year ;  out  of  which  muft  be  deduced  the  fees  paid  for  ob- 
taining his  warrant,  of  which  he  has  yet  no  account,  as  they 
were  not  paid  by  himlclf;  the  fees  for  tallies  upon  paying 
money  into  the  Exchequer,  ^nd  upon  paffing  his  accounts, 

.     .'vhfi 
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the  amount  of  which  he  does  not  know,  not  having  yet  paiTcd  Appendi 
ah  accoupt :  that  he  is  ahb  under  the  necelfity  of  keeping  a 
clerk^  as  receiver  general  of  the  land  tax,  for  that  bufinefs 
only,  who  attends  him  on  the  receipt,  and  keeps  his  accounts, 
lor  which  he  pays  him  about  twenty-five  pounds  a  year. 

That  his  office  of  collector  of  excife  is  attended  with  much 
^ore  trouble  to  him  than  that  of  the  receiver  general  of  the 
land  tax. 

That  he  has  now  very  little  more  money  in  his  hands  than 
when  he  made  a  return  to  the  precept  of  this  board. 

GuyCariiton^  Geo.  Rowley. 

-A  PiggQttj 

Richard  Neavc, 

Samuel  Beachcroft^ 

George  Drummondm 

No.  8. 

The  ExamifiatUn  of  Goulfton  Bruere,  Efq»  Ftrft  GeiuroL 
Jkcwntant  in  the  Excife  Office ;  taken  upm  Oathy  tfjc  234/ 
^^uguft,  1780. 

This  cxaminant  faith.  That  he  is  iirft  general  accountant  O.  Brum 
in  th«  excife  office,  for  beer  and  other  duties. 

Tlut  he  hath  b^n  in  the  excife  office  forty-four  years,  and 
in  lus  prefent  cdfice  about  three  years. 

Tbi^one  branch  of  his  office  is  to  keep  the  cafli  account^ 
and  general  account  of  the  excife,  for  the  articles  in  his  de- 
p^urtment,  coUeded  throughout  England  and  Wales. 

That  die  ialaries  of  the- collectors  of  excife  are  appointed 
by  thecommiffioners,  and  areonejiundred  and  twenty  pounds 
a  year  each,  with  an  allowance  for  riding  charges. 

That  the  collectors  never  keep  any  money  in  their  hands, 
:bat  remit  their  whole  collection  cvcr^  round,  except  fuch 
iinall  fums  as  are  necelfary  to  pay  falaries. 

That  at  the  end  of  every  round,  the  collectors  fend  ab- 
^ftra^s  of  all  the  duties  they  have  received  ;  and,  in  general, 
jail  over  England,  remit  by  bills,  pavable  at  different  dates, 
.according  to  the  diftancc  of  the  coHedions  from  London  ; 
.diat  witnin  one  hundred  and  fifty,  or  two  hundred  miles, 
the  bills  are  generally  twenty-one  days  after  date  ;  and  in  the 
.northern  collections,  iiffy  or  fixty  days  after  date. 

That  in  the  counties  near  London,  the  coUeCtors  fometimes 
.bring  the  money  up  themielves ;  but  this  they  do  very  feldom, 
apd  only  in'  particular  cafes. 

T  a  That 
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pcndix.  That  he  nfiver  heard  the  colleftors  found  any  difficulty  in 
proiiuring  bUU  in  the  moft  diftant  counties;  and  that  thejr 
have  been  always  pundual  in  fending  up  tlieir  accounts  and 
balances. 

That  before  this  year,  fomc  of  the  tetorncrs  of  mopey  were 
allowed  a  fmall  fmn  p&  cent,  for  furnifhing  bills ;  which  in 
the  year  1779  a^iounted  to  twenty-one  pounds  fix  fhillings 
and  one  p^noy  three  farthings ;  but  that  the  CQmmiffiopcrt 
have  now  difcontinued  fuch  an  allowance, 

Guy  Carkton,  GoutsTON  Bku]|^re. 

■    T.  Jn^uifh^  '  " 

4.  Piggott, 

George  Drummondy 

Richard  Neave^ 

Samuel  Beachcroft* 

No.  g. 

7i^  Examintitlon  of  Richard  Paton,  Efq.  Second  Gemral  ^- 
countant  in  the  Excife  Office^ ;  taken  upon  Oath,   the  ift  of 

September^   1780. 

.  Tgton*        This  examinant  faith,  That  he  is  fccond  general  accountant 
of  ihe  excife. 

That  he  has  been  forty-three  years  in  the  accountants  o^ 
iice,  and  about  fixteen  years  a  general  accountant. 

That  the  excife  duties  are  divided  into  fcven  branches,  and 
that  ov(*x  each  branch  there  is  one  general  accquntaot. 

That  his  branch  is  general  accountant  for  the  duties  on  (ow 
wines,  and  other  particular  duties. 

That. he  keeps  an  account  of  the  receipts  of  thcfc  duties, 
and  of  all  payments  whatfocver  out  of  theu). 

That  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  which  is  the  juriffliftioti 
of  the  chief  office,  all  traders  are  obliged  to  pay  their  dufics 
to  the  receiver  general  at  the  faid  office. 

That  every  Monday  a  general  cafh  account  is  made  up  gf 
the  receipts  and  payments  qf  the  preceding  week  ;  and  on 
every  Wedncfday,  if  no  holiday,  the  receiver  general  pays 
the  balance  into  the  Exchequer,  referving  only  a  fum  fuffr- 
cient  10  anfwer  fuch  payments  as  the  office  has  notice  may 
be  demanded  the  following  week* 

That  out  of  the  bills  of  mortality,  the  colleSors  of  excife 
all  over  England  remit  the  duties  collefted  by  them  to  the 
commiffioners  chiefly  in  bills,  whichj  in  the  coUeftions  near 

Xiondon^ 
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London,  arc  generally  drawn  payable  at  twenty- one  days  Apptii4is. 
after  date ;  thofc  more  remote,  at  about  one' month  after 
Jatc ;  thdfc  naoft  remote,  from  fifty  to  fixty  days  after  date, 
and  none  loj:)ger ;  for  the  board  will  not  permit  the  coUeftors 
to  fend  bills  at  longer  date,  nor  will  they  fofFer  them  to  kce^ 
money  in  their  hands. 

That  he  believes  the  colleAors  feldotn  find  any  tlifficJulty  in 
procuring  bills  in  the  moil  diftant  counties^  and  does  not  re* 
coiled  one  infUnce  of  it,  in  his  branch,  fince  he  has  been  a 
general  aceoiiQtant. 

That  the  returners  of  money  had  formerly  various  pre- 
miums for  their  bills,  from  two  fhiHincs  and  fix  pence  to 
twenty  (hillings  per  cent,  but  the  commiffioners  finding  the 
imanuta£hlrers^^  and  traders  in  every  coUeftion  ready  to  take 
the  money  coUefted,  and  to  give  bills  for  it,  they  have  by 
degrees  diminifhed  the  premium,  and  about  Chrillmas  1778 
totally  aboifhed  it. 

That  the  colleflors  have  printed  inftruftions  from  the 
board,  never  to  keep  the  bills  in  their  hands  more  than  one 
week  after  they  have  received  them ;  and  that  during  their 
rounds,  of  which  there  are  eight  in  a  year,  they  are  continu- 
ally remitting  bills  by  poft  to  the  board,  and  are  obliged, 
within  fix  days  after  the  colleftion  is  finifticd,  to  fend  ah 
abftraft  of  all  the  bills  they  have  tranfmitted  during  that 
round ;  and  mud  not  fail  to  glear  the  balance  of  each  round, 
if  there  be  any,  before  the  commencement  of  the  fuccced* 
ing ;  otlierwife  they  will  be  charged  with  intereft  for  fuch 
Bponey,  and  incur  the  utmoft  difpleafure  of  .l})f^^ board. 

That  the  colleAors  in  the  coufitry^.by'fnjiers  from  the 
board,  in  confecjucnce  of  a  warrant  from  the  trc^fury,  repay 
all  the  officers  in  their  cplle£tion  the  land  tax  on  their  re- 
ipeSive  falaries  :  that  in  the  city  of  London,  the  officers  of 
•cxcifc  exerdfing  their  office  there,  are  aiTefled  in  this  city, 
and  pay  the  land  tax  to  the  receiver  general  for  London. 

That  he  brieves  the  falaries  of  all  the  inferior  officers  of 
excife  are  nearly  the  fame  now  as  they  were  in  the  reign  of 
King  Charles  the  Second. 

That  the  commiffioners  pafe  the  accounts  of  the  collcftors 
once  in  every  year. 

That  the  annual  account  of  each  colleftor,   with  a  dupli- 
cate, \s  ftated  by  an  accountant,  and  examined  by  the  ge- 
neral accountant,^  both  as  to  the  charge  and  difcharge,  and 
each  figns  the  accbt^ilt  and  daplicatc ;  it  is  then  tranlniitted, 
jvitli  the  vouchers,  10  the  comptrolicr,  who  cxanuncs,  figns. 
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A^ftB44x.  and  returns  it  to  the  general  accountant ;  it  is  then»  with  the 
duplicate,  laid  before  the  board,  who  examine  the  account, 
and  two  of  the  coauni^noners  fign  it ;  after  which  it  is  (cot 
to  the  auditor  of  the  excife,  with  the  credit  vouchers,  whidi 
credit  vouchers  remain  with  him,  the  original  account  re- 
mains in  the  accountant's  office,  and  the  duplicate  is  fent  to 
the  collcfior.  All  this  is  done  without  any  expence  attend- 
ing it ;  for  every  officer  of  excife  is  bound  by  oath  to  take 
DO  fee  or  reward  whatever  for  any  thing  done  in  tfac  execu- 
tion of  his  office. 

That  every  year  a  general  cafli  account  of  the  weekly  re- 
ceipts and  payments  of  each  refpedive  duty,  is  m^de  onty 
and  figned  by  each  general  accountant,  examined  aiid  £gncd 
by  the  commiffioners,  and!  afterwards  fworn  to  by  all  ot  the 
commiffioners,  before  the  curfitor  baron  of  the  exchequer. 

That  afterwards  tliis  account  goes  to  the  a.uditor  of  the 
excife,  who  tranfmits  it  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exdiequer ; 
he  paifes  it,  and  grants  the  commiiBoners  their  quietus. 

That  no  expence  whatever  is  paid,  in  the  excife  office,  for 
any  part  of  this  bufinels  done  there.  . 

Guy  CarUton^  R,  Patok. 

Richard  Ncave, 
Samuel  Beacbcroftj 
George  Drummwd, 

No.  10. 

Tlje  Examlndtltm  of  Mr.  Richard  Richardfbn,  CoUeBor  if 
Excife  foyficTtioTd  Colleclioni  taken  upon  Oatb^  ft6f  24^ 
Jiigujl,   1780. 

jiUkMrd  ^^^^  examinant  faith,  That  he  is  colleftqr  for  Hertford 

Kicbardfin,  coUcdion  of  excifc,  and  that  he  has  been  fo  near  feven  year&i 

That  his  coUe£lion  coniifts  of  a  number  of  towns  in  a  odr- 

tain  circuit,  extending  into  different  counties ;  and  that  he 

goes  this  circuit  eight  times  a  year. 

That  he  is  appointed  by  the  commiffioners  of  exciie,  1|q1 
gives  five  thouland  pounds  fecurity. 

That  he  coIleAs'the  duty  of  excife  from  the  perto 
charged  by  the  lupervifors  and  excife  officers. 

l*hat  the  excife  officer  charges  the  perfons  whom  he  for* 
veys,  and  who  are  liable  to  the  duty;  and  that  theiuperviAr 
fuperintcnds  the  buiinefs  of  the  excife  officer,  and  it  a  cjied 
upon  him. 

That 
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'  That  previous  to  the  colleiftor's  fitting  for  the  purpofe  of  Appetitfls. 
tectiving  the  duties,  the  fupcrvifor  fends  him  an  abftraft^ 
containkig  the  names  of  the  perfons  charged,  and  the  fum 
each  is  charged  with. 

That  there  are  returners  of  money,  who  meet  him  at  fome 
of  the  places  of  the  colleAion,  and  give  him  a  bill  or  bills 
for  fo  much  of  the  money  as  he  chufes  to  let  them  have,  pay* 
«ble  twenty-one  days  after  date,  which  is  the  term  bills  have 
been  ufually  drawn  at  in  this  colleftion  fince  he  came  into  it. 

That  the  returner  of  money  is  fome  perfon  approved  of 
1>y  him ;  who  gives  him  a  bond,  with  one  or  two  fureties, 
to  indemnify  him  againft  any  lofs  and  expence  from  the 
bills. 

That  no  premium  whatever  is  paid  by  the  coUeAor  to  the 
tourtier  for  the  bills ;  and  that  if  he  Wanted  to  return  more 
Money  than  he  does  by  bills,  he  thinks  he  fhould  mtet  with 
no  difficulty  in  doing  it. 

That  he  Believes  the  amount  of  his  coUeAion  for  the  pre* 
ceding  year,  ending  the  5th  July,  1779,  was  three  hundred 
tweAty  one  thoufand  nine  hundred  pounds  ten  (hillings  and 
"Eleven  pence. 

That  he  believes  he  remits  about  one  fixth  part  of  the  mo- 
lity  he  ttceives  in  bills  ;  the  reft  he  pays  in  bank  notes ;  and 
that  he  is  obliged  to  remit  the  bills  to  the  commiffioners  in  a 
^ecfk  after  he  receives  them  ;  but  he  generally  remits  fome  of 
them  fooner ;  and  that  he  indorfes  on  each  bill  the  duty  it  is 
applicable  to. 

That  he  believes  he  has  as  much  or  more  trouble  in  his  col- 
leAion  than  moft  other  coIleAors. 

That  at  every  place  of  colleflion,  he,  thecollcftor,  the  fu* 
perviibr,  and  an  excife  officer,  iign  a  paper,  called  the  petty  ac- 

•  count,  containing  the  fum  received  by  the  colleAor  in  each 
divifion  and  out- ride,  for  each  duty  at  that  place,  the  diftillcry 
doty  (excepted;  which  diftillery  petty  account  is  iigned  by  the 
colieddr  only,  as  the  fupervifors  and  officers  do  toot  attend  the 
■receipt  of  that  duty  ;  and  the  collector  fends  up  thefe  petty  ac- 

•  counts  to  the  commiffioners,  as  foon  as  he  conveniently  can, 
after  having  fioifhed  his  collection  in  that  diftri£t,  in  order  to 
,give  the  commiflioners  knowledge  of  the  fums  he  has  received, 
;with  intent,  as  he' believes,  to  prevent  collectors  keeping  the 

jnbney  in  their  hands. 

That  at  the  end  of  the  colle£tion  he  fends  up  a  balance  bill, 
which  is  a  bill  for  the  remnants  of  the  feveral  duties  with 

•  which  he  is  chargeable  in  that  round,  enumerated  on  the  back. 
^f  it;  and  that  he  is  obliged  to  do  this  in  fix  days  after  the 
:<ilofcof  the  collection  in  each  round. 
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That  be  is  allowed  a  falary  of  one  hundred-  and  twenty 
pounds  a  year,  fubjeA  to  a  dedudionof  one  fhilitng  and  nm 
pence  in  the  pound;  that  is  to  fay^  the  one  ihillin^  in  the 
pound  tax  on  falaries,  iix  pence  in  the  pound  to  the  avil  Hft^ 
and  three  pence  in  the  pound  to  the  excile  charity;  and  that 
lie  is  allowed  for  riding  charges,  each  round,  five  millings,  for 
each  division  and  outride,  which  at  prefent,  in  his  coUedtioo, 
amounts  to  eleven  pounds  each  round,  there  being  now  forty- 
four  divifions  and  outrides;  and  as  he  makes  eight  rounds  io 
the  year,  he  now  receives  about  eighty -eight  pounds  a  vear 
for  riding  charges;  but  this  varies  as  the  number  of  <livinoos 
and  outrides  vary ;  and  he  alfo  receives  about  twenty-three 
pounds  more  annually  for  coach  receipts,  brandy  licences,  and 
foap drawbacks;  and  alfo  five  (hillings  for  attending  an  hear- 
ing of  an  information,  where  the  informer's  part  fhall  exceed 
twenty  (hillings  after  mitigation,  and  charges  paid,  which  ia 
the  year  ending  5th  July,  1 780,  amounted  to  three  pounds  five 
(hillings ;  but  let  the  informer's  (hare  be  ever  fo  much,  he  rcr 
ccives  no  more  than  five  (hillings  for  attending  the  hearing. 

That  he  pays  to  the  colle£tors  of  the  land  tax,  or  their 
;»gents,  within  his  colledion,  the  land  tax  charged  upon  tlie 
ialaries  of  the  officers  of  excife  within  Jits  colle£tion. 

That  he  pays  no  fee  or  expence  whatever,  either  for  paifiog 
bis  accounts  or  for  his  quietus* 

Guy  CarietM,  RiCHA&D  RlCHAROSOK* 

T.  yfngui/b, 

A.  Pigotty  ' 

Rich.  Nfove^ 

Sam.  Beachcrofty 

Ceo.  Drumntond. 

No,  u. 

7he  examimtjon  of  Mr,  Thomas  Ball,  Collect  6f  Exei/e  fir 
Bath  ColUBlotti  token  upon  Oath,  the  3^^/*  Oftobcr,  17^ 

Thmti  This  examinant  faith.  That  he  has  been  a  colleSor  of  e*" 

^^  cjfc  near  fcven  years ;  that  he  is  now,  and  has  been  for  upwarf* 

of  five  years,  colleftor  of  Bath  colleflion. 

That  his  colleAion  extends  into  part  of  SomcrfctPiitt, 
Wihfhire,  and  Glouceflerfhirc,  principally  the  two  former; 
and  that  the  annual  amount  of  his  collection  is  npwardsot 
.lixty  thoufand  pounds. 

That  he  is  appointed  by  the  commiffioncrs  of  excife,  and  b«i 
a  falary  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  poiinds  a  year,  fubied  W 
fbc  oi'ual  Jedu^ion  of  one  (hilling  and  nine  pence, m  die 

U 
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pound  :  that  he  is  alio  allowed  a  certain  fam  for  riding  charges,  iVppeadnJ 
which,  in  his  colleftion,  amounts  to  fourteen  pounds  a  round, 
and  there  being  eight  rounds  a  yesir,  the  whole  amount  of 
riding  charges  is  one  hundred  and^welve  pounds  a  year.  He 
has  likewife  about  twenty  poands  a  year  more,  arifing  from 
foap  debentures,  brandy  licences,  and  carriages. 

■  That  he  pjiys  the  land  tax  ail'efled  upon  the  (upervifors  and 
officers,  to  the  parifh  colleftors,  and  takes  their  receipt,  which 
receipt  is  alfo  attefted  by  the  refpeftive  fupervifors  and  offi- 
cers ;  that  he  has  never  yet  been  aflefl'ed  for  the  land  tax,  if 
he  had,  hemnft  have  paid  it  out  of  his  own  pocket,  the  com- 
miffioners  only  directing  the  tax  to  be  paid  for  thofe  officers 
whofe  falaries  do  not  exceed  one  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

That  he  receives  the  duties  colleftcd  in  money,  banknotes, 
iaiDd  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  Briftol,  Warminfter,  and  Bath; 
and  that  he  remits  the  money  tot  llie  commifTioners  of  excife  in 
•London,  by  bills  drawn  at  thirty  days  after  date,  which  he 
<>btains  from  the  different  clothiers,  or  other  gentlemen  in  the 
country,  and  the  banks  at  Bath ;  about  two-thirds  of  the  a- 
moutit  from  the  former,  and  the  remainder  from  the  latter. 

That  he  has  fecurity  from  all  the  returners  whofe  bills  he 
takes,  in  fums  from  two  thoufand  to  four  thoufand  pounds, 
according  to  the  amount  of  the  bills  he  takes  from  them. 

That  he  finds  no  difficulty  in  getting  bills,  and  could,  as 
he  believes,  obtain  them  for  ten  times  the  amount  of  his  col- 
leftion. 

ThathefinifheshiscoUeaion,  each  round,  on  theTuefday 
of  the  third  week  ;  and  that  on  the  Saturday  of  the  firfl  week, 
he  fends  up  the  bills  for  that  week ;  on  the  Saturday  of  the  fe- 
xond  week,  he  alfo  remits  the  bills  received  that  week ;  and 
that  he  ufed,  before  the  late  new  duties  were  laid  un,  to  remit 
the  balance  bill  on  or  before  the  Saturday  of  the  third  week ; 
and  generally,  iince  that  time,  has  done  fo ;  but  does  not  re- 
coiled, faving  one  or  two  infianccs,  of  being  later  in  remit- 
ting the  balance  bill  than  the  Wednefday  of  the  fourth  week. 
That  he  pays  no  premium  whatever  for  the  bills,  nor  has 
he  paid  any  fince  he  has  been  in  his  prefent  collection. 

That  at  the  end  of  his  lafl  round,  there  were  no  arrears 
due  in  his  colleAipn,  though  he  thinks  he  receives  the  duties 
from  about  fifteen  hundred  people. 

That  before  he  came  to  the  Bath  collcftion,  he  was,  for 
about  eighteen  months,  coUcftor  for  Dorfet  colleftion,  the  an- 
nual amount  of  which  was  upwards  of  forty  thoufand  pounds ; 
he  found  no  difficulty  whatever  in  remitting  the  raoacY  col- 
ledeithere,  hut  the  bills  were  drawn  at  foitv  dvs^  ^Iv&x  ^^'^^^- 
Voi.XVIlI.  U  ^»^ 
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Appeodiz.  and  he  paid  a  premium  of  two  fhillings  and  iix-pence  percent, 
to  theperlbns  who  furniihed  him  with  the  bills,  .which  premi- 
um he  has  heard,  is  now  totally  abolifhed. 

That  he  never  received  ^  bad  bill  in  either  coUeSion :  nor 
does  he  recolleft  a  fhiUing  having  been  loft  by  an  infolventar- 
rear  in  either  colle£lion,  unce  he  has  been  a  coUeAor. 

GuyCarleton,  Tho.  Ball. 

J.  PigotU 
Samuel  Beachcroftj 
George  Drummond. 

No.  12. 
The  Examination  of  George  Lewis  Scott,  Efqm  one  of  the  Com- 
'  mijffioners  ofExcife;  taken  upon  Oath,  the  2()ih  0/*  September^ 
1780. 
Gior^t  The  laid  examinant  faith,  That  he  is  now,  and  has  beea 

UvfuScQtt,  for  upwards  of  twenty-two  years,  a  commiffioner  of  excife. 
That  the  coUeftors  of  excife  have  a  falary  of  one  hundred 
and  twentv  pounds  a  year,  and  an  allowance  for  riding  chargei 
of  five  (hillings  for  each  round,  for  every  divifion  and  out-ruie 
in  their  colle£tions;  that  they  make  eight  rounds  in  thtyear, 
and  remit  the  money  colle£ted  by  them  immediately,  chiefly 
by  bills  of  exchange,  which  he  does  not  know  or  believe  they 
have  any  difficulty  in  procuring,  never  having  heard  any  com- 
plaint thereof;  that  the  only  difference  in  the  diftant  collec- 
tions is,  that  the  bills  are  at  longer  dates  t(ian  thofe  contiguoQS 
to  London  ;  and  that  the  commiifioners  have  had  frequent  ap- 
plications to  recommend  to  the  collectors  perfons  to  fomiih 
them  with  bills,  without  any  premium  whatever ;  but  that  the 
choice  of  remitters  is  always  left  to  the  coUeflors,  they  being 
anfwcrable  for  the  money ;  that  formerly  a  premium  was  al- 
lowed to  be  given  to  perlons  called  returners  of  money, 
which,  as  well  as  he  recollefts,  has  been  in  his  time  from  ten 
fhillings  to  two  fhillings  and  fixpence  per  cent,  but  that  ithas 
been  gradually  diminiftiing,  and,  lince  Chriftmas  1778,  to-, 
tally  abol  fhed. 

That  the  coUeftors  of  excife  are  taken  from  amopg  the  fa- 
pervifors,  after  an  examination  of  their  charafters  and  beha- 
viour;  and  that  the  board  never  had  any  difficulty  whatever 
in  finding  perfons  willing  to  undertake  the  office  of  (CoUeAoF, 
and  to  give  proper  fecurity  :  fo  far  from  it,  that  fuch  placet 
are  much  folicited  for* 

That  the  colleftors  are  required  to  fend  an  account  of  their 

receipts  from  each  place  of  colleftion,  to  the  end  the  .conwif* 

fioners  may  know  the  amount,  and  remit  the  bills  in  fix  days 

after  they  receive  them  ;  they  are  ^fo  obliged,  within  a  week 

3  '  after 
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after  they  have  finiflied  their  round,  to  tranfmit  a  lift  of  all  Appendix. 
the  bills  they  have  remitted  during  fuch  rounds,  and  a  balance 
bill  for  the  remnants  of  the  feveral  duties  with  which  they  are 
chargeable  during  that  round. 

That  the  commiffioners  will  not  permit  the  colleftors  to 
keep  any  money  in  their  hands,  but  require  them  to  clear 
the  balance  of  each  round,  if  there  be  any,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fucceeding,  otherwife  they  will  be  charged 
with  intereft  for  fuch  money,  and  incur  the  difpleafure  of  the 
board. 

That  the  coUeftors  are  very  punftual  in  remitting ;  that 
he  never  heard  of  a  coUefior  being  proceeded  againft  for  de- 
fault of  payment  of  the  money  collefted  by  him,  and  that  he 
does  not  believe  there  is  any  fuch  inftance  (ince  he  has  been 
a  commiffioner  ;  that  the  collectors,  by  orders  from  the  board, 
in  confequence  of  a  treafury  warran-,  repay  the  land  tax 
charged  upon  the  inferior  officers  falaries,  which  do  not  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

That  the  receiver-general  makes  up  his  accounts  weekly, 
and  the  fnm  to  be  j^aid  into  the  exchequer  is  by  an  order 
figped  by  five  commiffioners,  and  coniifts  of  all  the  money  in 
the  recciver-generars  hands,  except  the  fum  allowed  by  the 
opmniiffioners  as  proper  to  be  relerved  in  the  hands  of  the 
receiver-general,  to  anfwer  fuch  payments  as  the  office  has 
juft  rcafons  to  fuppofe  may  be  demanded  the  following 
week. 

That  every  year  a  general  cafh  account  of  the.  weekly  re- 
cripts  and  payments  of  each  refpeflive  duty  is  made  out,  ex- 
amined, and  iigned  by  the  commiffioners,  and  afterwards 
fwom  to  bv  all  the  commiffioners,  before  the  curfitor  baron 
of  the  exchequer.  It  isr  then  carried  by  the  auditor  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  before  whom  it  is  declared,  and 
after  being  inroUed  in  the  different  offices,  a  quietus  is  granted 
to  the  commiffioners. 

Gtq  Carliton.  Geo.  L.  ScoTT. 

jf.Piggott, 

Riebard  Neave^ 

Gforge  Drummondy 

Samuel  Btacbcroft. 
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No.  13. 
Appendix,  jIyi  account  of -the  total  furns  in  the  hands  of  the  fever  al  receiveri-^ 
tieral  ffthi  land  tax^  from  the  weekly  certificates  nextfolUwaii 
each  quarter  day,  from  the  time  jhe  mode  was  adopted  of  the  n- 
ceivers 'general  tranfmitting  their  accounts  on  oath,  to  thepn- 
fent. 


1778.       loth  July, 

1 6th  Oftober, 

^'.332,844 
268,480 

— i«            rr 

1779.         8th  January, 
9th  April, 
9th  July, 
15th  Oftober, 

282,520 
2S4>i8o 
315,690 
386,620 

— 

J  j8o.          7th  January, 
7  th  April, 
7th  July, 

440,000 

358,550 
367,668 

"9  7i 

Office  for  Taxes,  1 
;thAuguft,  1780.  J 

George  Rose, 

Secretary. 

No.  14.  , 

Jn  account  of  the  arrears  and  defaulters  afthe  land  tax  and  window  dti^ 
for  twenty  years  preceding  the  year  iT]%  and  from  that  period  to  theptf 
fent  time ;  comprizing  therein  the  fums  which  have  been  componndid fm% 
a5i  of  Parlianunty  ^r  athcrwije^  and  what  has  been  received  'upwfii 
compofitionsy  in  lieu  gfthefum  trfums  in  arrear  from  any  dofiudterv 
defaulters. 

Wa  l  e  s.  So.      PTilliam  PFilliams. 
2ift  2«.  Aid,  1775.        ^.       180 £.       s.    d. 

28  48.  Aid,  1756,  360 

29  4s.  Aid,  1757,  4,826    4    4 

30  45.  Aid,  1758.  2,509 

Houfcs  and  Windows,  1756.  380  —  — 

Ditto  1757.  640    4    3 

Ditto  1758.  614 

9,509     8     7 

Wa  l  e  s.  So.     Leon.  Bel.  Gwyn. 

40th4s.Aid^  1776.  14,160 

Houfcs  and  Windows,  Do.  3j8oo  —  — 

17,960  —  ^ 

Staffordshire,    James  Bailey^ 
35tb4s-Aid,  1763.  383  15  — 

Houfes  and  Windows^  Do.  1,840 

36th  4s.  Aid,  1764.              2,354  19     7 
Houfes  and  Windows^  Do.  1,600 


6,178  14    7 
Hi 


MU 


lioufes,  Windows,  and  1      ^^  or  j 

38th  4s.  Aid,     1766.  11,886   13     9J 

d'windows,  Uo.  3,800 

iSth  3s.  Aid,     1767.  7,538     8     5 
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HeRXFQRDSHIRE,      Theo.  Lane.  Appendit. 

l<" 
Land, 

38^     . ,     -,--  , ,     ,. 

Houfes  and  Windows,  Uo.  3,800 

iSthss.  Aid,     1767.  7,538     8     5 

Houfes  and  Windows,  Do.  2,200 

a7,34S     2  lof 

Wiltshire,     JVilliarn  Earle. 

EJoufes  and  Windows,  1770. —    4,000 

Suffolk.     Pt.     fValUs  andSpink. 

22d    3s.  Aid,     1775. —  20,138  —  — 

Lancaster,    Janus  Gildart. 

Houfcs.and  Windows,         1776.  2,660 

41ft  4s.  Aid,     1777.  H>242  II   II 

Houfes  and  Windows,  Do.  11,127     9     3 

■  28,030     I     2 

The  lords  commiffioncrs  of  his  Majcfty's  trcafury  agreed, 
by  a  warrant  under  their  hands,*to  accept  of  3000I.  as  a  com- 
pofition  for  the  debt  due  to  Mr.  Williams  for  South  Wales  ; 
For  the  recovery  of  which  fum,  fuits  are  now  carrying  on 
agaioft  the  fureties,  who  arc  able  to  pay  the  naoney. 

Mr.  Leonard  Bilfon  Gwynn  has  given  fufficient  fecurity 
for  the  payment  of  the  Whole  arrear  due  by  him  for  South 
Wales,  within  four  years  and  a  quarter  from  the  prefent 
time. 

Several  Turns  have  been  paid  on  the  account  of  Mr.  Bailey 
for  Stafibrdfhire,  and  a  decree  of  the  court  of  chancery  is 
obtained  for  the  faleof.his  eftates,  from  th«  proceeds  of  which 
the  whole  debt  to  the  public  will  be  paid. 

The  eftates  of  Mr.  Lane,  late  receiver*general  for  Herc- 
Sbrdfllire,  have  been  in  *pofleiHon  of  the  crown  under  an  ex- 
tent ever  fince  his  failure,  and  the  amount  of  the  nett  receipts 
S«.  annually  paid  into  the  exchequer,  in  diminution  of  bis  debt 
to  the  public. 

Sufficient  fecurity  is  given,  and  means  ate  now  ufed  for 
enforcing  it,  for  the  payment  of  the  whole  arrear  due  by  Mr. 
Earle,  as  rpceiver-gencral  for  part  of  the  county  of  Wilts, 
on  window  duties. 

The  executor  and  fureties  of  the  late  Mr.  Wallis  have  paid 
3rery  large  fnms  on  his  account,  as  receiver-general  for  part 
of  Sttfiblk,  in  diminution  Qf  his  balance^  fiuce  bis  deaths  and 

have 
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have  only  obtained  time  for  the  payment  of  tlie  remainder, 
from  the  lords  commiflioners  of  the  treafury,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  get  in  money  due  to  the  deceafed. 

Mr.  Gildarr,  late  receiver-general  for  Lancafhire,  has  lately 
compounded  his  debt  with  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the 
treafury,  under  the  authority  of  an  aft  of  Parliament,  on 
condition  that  he  (hall  pay  into  the  exchequer  the  fum  of  ten 
thoufaod  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds  two  fhillii^ 
and  fix-pence  farthing;  four  thoufand  ^wo  hundred  aad  ^ 
eighty-two  pounds  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence  farthing  of; 
which  he  has  already  paid  ;  and  has  given  very  fufficient  fe- 
curity  for  the  payment  of  the  remainder  on  or  before  Ladj* 
day  1781  ;  it  is,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  the  firft- 
mentioned  fum  is  a  compofition  for  the  whole  debt  due  to 
the  crown,  which  includes  the  whole  debt  on  the  window 
duties. 

No*  15. 

Return  by  the  CommiJJhners  of  Excife  to  the  Order  ofthe^  Conouf- 
Jtoners  of  Jccounts,  dated  2gth  o/September,  1780  ;  requinm 
an  Account  of  Arrears i  and  Defaulters^  of  Officers  of  Exc^ 
&c.  &c. 

There  are  no  arrears,  nor  defaulters,  of  the  officers  of  eX- 
cife,  for  twenty  years  preceding  the  year  1777  inclufivc^,  nor 
to  this  date:  except  that  in  the  year  1774,  Thomas  Collii,  i 
colleftor  of  Oxford,  having  advanced  360x31.  of  the  excHb 
money  upon  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  Anthony  Cotiim 
and  Thomas  Sylvefter,  on  MeflTrs.  Sylvefters,  of  Groit 
RuflTel-ftreet,  London,  and  the  feveral  parties,  both  draweis 
and  payers,  becoming  bankrupts  before  the  faid  bills  became  j 
payable,  the  faid  Colleftor  Collis  was,  by  order  of  tl\c  ]oA  ' 
commiflioners  of  his  Majefty^s  treafury,  acquitted  and' ^^ 
charged  in  his  accounts  of  and  from  the  faid  fum  of  36C0L 
but  their  lord(hips  were  pleafed,  at  the  fame  time,  to  brderi 
that  the  faid  Collins  and  Sylvefter,  who  drew  the  faid  WBl^ 
and  MeflTrs.  Sylvefter,  of  RuflTel-ftreet,  who  accepted  d0 
fame,  (hould  be  fet  infuper,  for  the  faid  3600I.  and  in  nofrifr 
difcharged  from  the  lame,  .which  fum  is  ftill  remaining ibt 
from  the  parties  above  mentioned. 

GouLSTON  BRUEaE^  Accom.Geflb 

Excife  Office, 
4th  Oftobcr,  1780. 
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November  24. 
.  Adinehin  faid,  before  the  Hcufe  went  ii.to  a  committee  Mr.  Min* 
ply,  for  the  purpofc  of  impofing  on  the  public  the  enor-  f^"»» 
expence  of  the  army  cftima^es,  it  was  their  duty,  in 
I  to  their  conftitucnts,  whofc  money  they  were  about 
c  out  of  their  pockets,  to  know  for  what  it  was  voted, 
3  be  able  to  aflign  a  reafon  to  the  people,  why  they 
apon  them  for  10  large  a  fum.  The  eft i mates  upon 
ble,  among  other  heads,  flated  that  a  very  numerous 
was  ncceffary  for  carrying  on  of  the  war,  and  that  the 
I  to  be  employed  ^n  plantation  fervice  amounted  to  a 
lerable  number,  and  coft  the  nation  a  coniiderable  fum. 
Icrto  obtain  fome  fatisfaftion  on  that  point,  it  was, 
ic  meant  to  trouble  the  Houfe,  and  without  farther  pre- 
to  roove  for  an  account  of  the  ftate  and  diftribution  of 
my  under  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  accord- 
>  tne  laft  returns.  He  therefore  moved. 
That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefentcd  to  his  Majefty, 
le  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  direftions  that  there 
d  before  this  Houfe  an  account  of  the  number  of  forces 
voder  the  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Henry 
on,  in  North  America,  and  alfo  the  diftribution  of  the 
'  according  to  the  laft  returns  made  up  and  tranfmitted 
nk  to  the  office  of  the   right  honourable  Lord  George 

jr.  JtHlanfony  Secretary  at  War,  faid,  he  believed  it  Mr.  jenkii^ 
i  not  be  expected  that  he  (hould  ufe  many  words  in  ex-  /•*• 
lag  his  entire  difapprobation  of  the  motion  which  had 
)uft  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  The  motion 
fufficicntly  for  itfelf ;  the  obje£t  of  it  was  to  procure 
uft  account  of  the  prefent  pofttion  of  the  Briiiin  army 
incrica.  Motions  had  before  been  made,  at  different 
di,-lMrhich  went  not  near  fo  far  in  their  ohjeft,  (they 
requiring  theftate  of  the  army  in  America)  all  which  mo- 
the  Hoofe  had  thought  it  wilts  and  prudent  to  rejeft,  be- 
;  if  they  had  been  agreed  to,  the  Houfe  would  itfelf  have 
[(bed  to  their  enemies  what  the  iniercft  of  the  nation 
ercd  it  highly  necclTary  fhould  be  concealed  from  their 
rttfdge.  The  prefent  motion  was  of  all  others  moft  ob- 
onable.  Would  gentlemen  ferioufly  think  it  politic  to 
i(h  to  all  the  world,  not  only  the  ftate  of  the  army,  but 
iftoal  pofitioQ  ?    He  flattered  himfelf  the  Houfe  would 

feel 


Mr.  Turner, 
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feel  the  impolicy  of  fuch  a  raeafurc,  and  therefore  he  (hould 
endeavour  to  avert  the  mllchief,  by  moving  that  the  order  of 
the  day  be  now  read. 

Mr.  Turner  rofe  to  fecond  the  right  honourable  gentlemaa*! 
motion,  "  that  the  order  of  the  day  be   now  read,'*     Mr. 
Turner  faid  the  county  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  conftituenli 
whom  he  reprefented,  (and  perhaps  they  were  as  refpefiabk 
conftituents  as  fent  any  one  gentleman  to  that  Houfe)  liad 
told  him,  previous  to  his  election,  that  they  would  nevei 
place  any  confidence  in  him,  if  he  gave  the  leaft  counteoaoce 
to  the  farther  profecntion  of  the  American  war.     He  there- 
fore feconded  the  right   honourable  gentleman's  motion  for 
reading  the  order  of  the  day,  and  going  into  a  comoiittce  of 
fupply,  in  order  to  fee  whether  the  war  was  to  be  continued 
in  America  or  not,  to  meet  minifters  in  the  teeth  on  that 
point,  and  know  whether  they  dared  to  fpcnd  more  of  the 
public  money  on  fo  frivolous   and  fruitlefs  a  projeft }  H$ 
wifhed  to  know  if  they  meant  to  bamboozle  the  nation  any 
farther,  and  the  fooner  it  was  known  the  better,     H^  declared 
he  had  been  confined  to  his  bed   fix  weeks  before  he  left  hii- 
own  houfe;  he  had  got  up  from  that  bed,  and  travelled  to  Lon- 
don, 250  miles,  at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  a  day^  to  do  hU 
duty  as  a  member  of  that  Houfe,     In  his  journey  he  caoglit 
cold,  and  had  a  perfon  to  lit  up  with  him  for  feveral  lughti 
together ;  but  expeding  that  the  committee  of  fupply  would 
come  on,  he  had  at  all  hazards  comedown  to  the  Houfe,  and 
was  determined  to  bring  it  to  the  proof,  whether  that  Houfe 
would  fuffer  minifters  to  go  on  in  the  fame  mad  and  extrava- 
gant manner  that  they  had  hitherto  purfued  !   H^  reminded 
the  Speaker,  that  ten  or  a  dozen  years  ago  he  had.  told  the 
Houfe  that  the  war  with  America  was  an  unconftitutioiiiyi  war, 
and  he  faid,  he  had  told  the   Houfe  truth  :  but  the  laft  was 
a  hired  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  did  juft  as  the  hirers  ^eaftdt 
The  people  who  paid  the  taxes,  he  was  fure,  would  not  agne 
to  go  on  with  the  war,  and  thofe  were  notr,the  electors  of  die 
gentlemen  who  formed  the  majority  of  that  Houfe.     He  de- 
clared he  had  uniformly  voted  one  way,  and  often  io  a  finiU 
minority.    He  liked  a  fmall  minority  beft,  a  fmall  miaCNity 
had  virtue,  and  wifhed  well  to  the  country ;  a.lai^  miMritJ 
was  a  bad  thing,  a  fmall  one  a  good  thing.     After. »  few  poff 
words,  fpoken  with  a  blunt  integrity,  Mr.  Turner  lepeatfid 
it^  that  he  feconded  the  motion  that  the  order  of  tlie  day  be 
now  read. 

Mr. 
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:  Mr.  Aftnchlftj  in  reply  to  the  fccretary  at  war,  feid,  the  Mr.  Mjn- 
snftirer  he  had  juft  received  was  fo  hackneyed,  that  he  never  '^'•* 
heard  it  given  to  a  motion  like  that  he  had  taken  theliberty 
df  making,  without  being  afiiamed  of  the  perfon  from  whofe 
month  it  came.  The  idea  of  danger  to  the  country  and 
fervice  to  its  foei,  from  acceding  to  his  propoiition,  was  ridi- 
culous and  abfard  to  an  extreme.  Was  Sir  Henry  Clinton's 
mrmy,  in  its  conftitution,  different  from  that  of  every  other 
army  ?  Were  there  no  friends  to  the  enemy,  no  fpies  in  it  ? 
Would  the  right  honourable  gentleman  take  upon  him  to 
i^ert,  that  General  Wafhington,  Moniieur  Rocha'mbeau, 
and  Monfieur  Ternay,  were  not  perfcftly  maftcrs  of  the  in- 
formation he  wiflied  the  Houfe  to  receive?  On  the  contrary, 
ifould  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  chofe  to 
confefs  the  real  motive  of  his  ohjeAion,  fay,  thaw  he  was 
not  afraid  of  giving  information  to  France  and  America, 
but  that  he  was  afraid  of  giving  information  to  that  Houfe  > 
Mr.  Minchin  faid  farther,  that  he  had  no  objefiion  to  leave 
3at  that  part  of  the  motion  which  called  for  the  account  of 
the  fituation  of  General  Clinton's  army,  and  content  him- 
[elf  barely  with  movinff,  that  an  .account  of  the  ftate  of 
General  Ulinton's  army  ne  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

.  The  Secretary  at  War  faid,  if  it  depended  upon  him,  he  Mr.  jew 
[hould  fay  his  objedions  were  fo  ftrong,  that  he  was  not  wil-  *'"/"*• 
Irng  to  take  even  half  die  motion  only.     It  fo  haopened, 
however,  that  his  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day  to  oe  read 
had  been  feconded  and  put ;   it  refted  therefore  with  the 
Houfe  to  difpofe  of  it. 

The  Right  Hon.  ST.  To%miJhendvo&  upon  this,  and  appealed  Rt.  Hon, 
lA  fairnefs  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  whether,  when  ^'  '^«'' 
his  honourable  friend  wifhed  to  make  an  amendment  to  his  ^'^ 
ntotion,  by  leaving  out  the  moft  ofFenfive  part,  he  ought  to 
ihfift  upon  reading  the  order  of  the  day  upon  it.     As  the 
motion  ftodd  at  firft,  Mr.  Townfhend  faid,  he  thought  it  was 
too  extenfive,  and  that  there  was  ground  for  reafonable  ob- 
jection to  it.     He  had  told  his  honourable  friend  fo  when  he 
ihewed  it  to  him  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  mentioned  this 
he  begged  to  have  it  underftood  that  he  did  not  fee  the  leaft 
obge0^ion  to  it  on  the  fcore  that  had  been  fuggefled,  viz.  the 
fear  of  its  giving  information  to  our  enemies.     As  his  ho- 
nourable friend  had  faid,  there  could  be  no  danger  of  that 
kind  in  the  cafe,  fince  a  full  compliance  with  the  motion 
VoL.XVUI.  X  would 
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would  only  give  that  Houfe  fome  information  refpe£^ing 
matters,  of  which  undoubtedly  General  Wafhington,  Moo- 
iieur  Rochambeau,  and  Monfieur  Ternay,  had  complete 
knowledge  fix  months  ago.  The  a^iertion  of  his  honourable 
friend  was  true,  that  Miniftcrs  were  only  afraid  of  giving  in- 
fotimation  to  that  Houfe.  Scarce  a  day  pafled  without  s|f« 
fprding  a  proof  of  this ;  their  prefent  i^lenc^  was  a  mor^  tbaa 
ordinary  inftance  of  their  haughty  treatment  of  Parliainent. 
What  did  it  amount  to,  but  a  direct  demand  for  a  large  fum 
put  of  the  public  pocket,  without  giving  that  public  the 
fmalleft  latisfaftion  how  their  money  was  to  be  employed. 
Mr.  Towj^lhend  faid,  he  was  aware  he  might  be  anfw^red, . 
^^  Look  at  the  eftimates  upon  the  table!"  but  thofc  eftimates 
did  not  cure  his  objcdion  ;  in  thofe  eftimates  no  account  was 
given  of , the  provincial  corps,  fome  of  which  he  was  informed 
were  mere  corps  of  officers,  a  fyftem  of  putting  the  natioD 
to  expcnce  by  means  which  did  not  conduce  to  its  interefi, 
that  had  been  pretty  much  adopted  of  late  !  Why  did  not 
Minifters  account  for  the  provincial  troops  ?  Why  did  they 
not  fhcw,  that  when  they  obtained  the  public  money,  they 
applied  it  to  the  public  fervice  ftri£tly,  and  not  bring  efti- 
mates to  Parliament  which  held  out  no  real  lights,  no  iiH 
formation  that  could  be  depended  on  ?  Mr.  Townfhend  con- 
cluded wich  recommending  it  to  his  honourable  friend  to 
amend  the  motion,  and  hoping  that  the  Houfe  would  thea 
rpceiveit. 

Mr.  Min-        Mr.  ATincbin  faid,  he  had  no  ohjeftion  to  leave  out  the 

chin*  part  which  had  been  juft  fpokcn  to,'  but  that  he  ihould  ccr^ 

thinly  iniift  on  his  motion;  and  that  he  thought  it  highly 
indecent  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  thofe  who 
fat  near  him,  to  hurry  on  a  bufineJs  of  fuch  coniiderable  im- 
portance as  the  coniideration  of  the  army  eftimates,  on  4 
day  when  fo  many  of  them  had  rifen,  and  exprefted  their  greal 
'doubt  of  being  able  to  get  a  Houfe  of  ipo  members  togedier, 
to  ballot  for  a  committee. 

The  Houfe  (hewing  an  inclination,  that  the  motion  for 
reading  the  order  of  the  day  be  withdrawn,  in  order  to  putthe 
amendment,  the  Speaker  ftated  the  queftion,  and  the  Houfe 
having  agreed  to  the  amendment,  the  amended  motion  was 
next  put,  when 

ta.  Geo.  JaOvA  George  Germain  rofe  and  moved  the  order  of  the  day  ; 

^i^rmain,     j^jg  Lordfhip,  at  the  fame  time,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Town- 
!        .  4  Ihcn^'s 
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ihend's  queftions,  read  whilt  hfr  called,  a  fhort  return  of  the 
provincial  corps,  from  \vhich  it  appeared,  that  the  whole 
number  of  provincial  efFc£tive8  in  the  Britifh  fervice  were 
eight  thoufand  and  ninety  one,  and  that  to  two  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  forty  one  rank  and  file,  there  Were  but  one  hun- 
dred and  three  officers.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  that  the  forming 
them  into  battalions  was  a  bufinefs  tranfafted  wholly  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief  in  America  :  that  in  that  point  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  a£ted  at  his  difcretion ;  but  that  he  had  ever 
made  it  a  rule  to  incorporate  one  corps  with  another  in  pro- 
portion at  each  grew  thin,  and  to  manage  the  matter  fo  at 
was  likely  to  put  the  public  to  the  leaft  expence* 

General  Burgoyne  begged  to  know  if  8000,  or  thereabouts^  Cen.  But*' 
was  the  number  of  the  effe£tive  provincials^  what  was  their  rer^'* 
whole  eftablilhroent } 
*  .    Lord  George  Germain  faid,  he  did  not  know  that  there  was  LorS  Ge<r£t 
any  regular  eftablifhmcnt,  at  leaft  he  had  no  regular  account  ^«»««"»- 
of  it^  and  the  reafon  he  fuppofed  was,  becaufe  the  number 
in/icrvice  depended  upon  events.     Perhaps  there  might  be  ia 
kis  o£ice  fome  papers,  ftating  what  number  of  provincials 
the  ^ommilnder  in  chief  might  wifti  to  have  on  an  eftablifh- 
ment ;  but  he  had  rifeo  before,  merely  to  anfwer  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  relative  to  there  being  an 
-unufual  proportion  of  officers  to  lank  and  file  in  the  provin- 
cial corps.;  this  he  could  however  inform  the  Houfe,  that 
the -public.  4>aid  only  for  effisdive  men,  and  that  as  foon  as 
they  enlifted,  they  were  put  into  the  provincial  regiments, 
not  into  our  regular  army,  and  returns  were  from  time  to 
time  fent  over  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
,    General  Burgoy  nc  not  appearing  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer. 

Sir  George  Howard  rofe,  and  fjiid,  he  had  that  day  feen  an  sWGf§, 
officer  juft' returned  from  America,  with  whom  he  had  a  good  Uotaardi 
deal  of  converfasion  relative  to  the  provincial  troops,  and 
the  officer  had  told  him,  that  it  was  Sir  Henry  Qinton's  wifh 
to  form  them  into  battalions  of  530  each. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read,  and  the  Houfe  then  re-* 
^Ived  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply,  Mr.  Ord  in  the  chair^ 

The  Secretary  at  War  began  with  ftating  the  amount  of  the  The  f#cr#3 
'  number  of  men,  and  expence  of  the  army,  which  had  been  taryatfl^sf. 
agreed  to  laft  year,  for  the  fervice  of  die  year  1780,  under  the 
feveral  diftinft  heads  of  troops  for  guards  and  garrifons,  (in- 
€ludiDg  the  home  flaff)  pay  of  the  fame^  axmy  employed  in 

X  2  pI^tatioA 
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plantation  fervice,  militia,  didr  cloadiiiigy  foreign  ttoopi^aad 
their  pay ;  after  going  through  thefe,  the  Secmar^  at  Wa| 
£tid,  that  he  flioUld  propofe  to  the  committee  a  comiderable 
feduAion,  and  a  fmali  augmentation,  fo  that  upon  the  whole, 
the  expence  wouM  be  lefsto  the  public  than  it  had  been  lift 
year.    The  reduAJon  he  meant  was  this,  to  reduce  foch  re- 
giments to  fifty -fix  as  were  nominally  feventy-fis,  but  id 
which  there  were  not  more  than  fifty-fix  men ;  to  redoce 
other  regiments  to  feventy-fix  which  had  now  no  more  efibc* 
tive  men  in  them,  and  to  let  tifofe  only  Hand  at  one  hundred, 
in  which  there  now  were  more  than  feventy-fix  s    by  tlM 
means  he  proved,  that  upon  the  whole,  thetO'^v^oidd'be  a  re^ 
duftionof  io,cx)omen,  and  a  having  of  103,5211.  but  with 
Che  augmeotatioQ  that  he  (hould  propofe,  which  woiiM  con- 
fift  only  of  two  battalions,  the  redu£tion  would  amount  to 
about  8900  men.    He  propofed  that  39,000  and  odd  men, 
be  voted  for  guards  and  garrifona ;  6a^ooo  and  odd,  for  pbui<' 
tation  fervioe  ;  militia  43,000  and  odd ;  amd  foreign  troops, 
employed  by  virtye  of  treaties  between  his  Majefty  vnd  die 
German  princes,  the  fame  as  laft  year ;  only,  at  fomewhat 
an  encreafed  expence,  in  confequence  of  a  claim  having  been 
made  this  year  for  the  charge  of  a  corps  of  Heffian  dbacflenrii 
formerly  employed,  but  not  before  paid  f6r.    He  took-Mlicf 
of  the  Saratoga  bujinefs,  and  produced  the  laft  retamof  ike 
army  captured  there;  by  whidi  it  appeared,  that  therft  now 
remained  about  760  efFedives  who  were  priioRCft,  aad  that 
with  the  fick,  thofe  abfent  on  furlough,  &c«  &c  Aere  might 
be  in  all  about  1700,    He  faid,  he  had  taken  no  oiKiceof 
this  army  in  the  eftimates,  becaufe,  at  prefeot,  he  thought  it 
better  not.     Every  poffibTe  endeavour  had  been  ufed  by  treatj 
to  procure  their  enlargement,  but  in  vain ;  he  was  convinobo, 
therefore,  that  Congrefs  never  would  give  them  up  w^er  Ae 
convention  of  Saratoga.     He  alfo  ftated,  that  another  laving 
cf  expence  would  arife  from  the  employment'  of- tw6  major- 
generals,  in  the  lieu  of  two  lieutenant  generals,  andft^mthe 
fiiving  of  a  year's  pay,  and  went  very  much  at  large  into  a  de- 
tail of  the  various  caufes  which  governed  each  alteratiofl, 
flating  that  the  chief  reafon  for  his  wifhing  to  have-  the  re* 
gular  troops  reduced,  was  the  great  difficulty  df  reoruitiig 
the  old  regiments,  in  proportion  to  the  groat  eafe  with  whicl 
the  new  levies  were  raifed ;  and  this  he  accounted   for  by  ii 
a£t  now  in  fo^ce,  which  obliged  him  takeep  up  the  militia  t^ 
the  great  number  of  43,000,  and,  by  alludi»g  to  other  niat- 

•  ten 
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text  wfaich  ftood  in  the  way  of  the  recruiting  fervice  for  the 
I      army.     The  only  augmentation  he  had  to  propofe,  came  to 

him  through  Lonl  Araherft ;  and  that  was,  an  augmentation 
I  of  500  men  to  each  of  the  regiments  commanded  by  Colonel 
I  Humberfton  and  Colonel  Fullarton,  neither  of  whom  were 
I     to  get  any  additional  rank  for  railing  the  men.     The  intended 

augmentation  of  the  regiment  commanded  by  the  latter,  was, 

lie  knew,  already  more  than  complete.  Of  the  augmentation 
m  of  the  raiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Humberfton,  he  had 
g  not  yet  heard.  In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  he  mentioned  the 
J     zSt  he  had  piopofed  two  years  ago,  and  faid,  it  had  ftruck 

1  kim  at  the  time,  that  fuch  an  aA  would  eiTentialiy  contribute 
g  -  to  the  recruiting  ferrice  of  the  army  ;  experience  had  proved, 

2  kowever,  that  though  it  operated  materially  to  the  benefit  of 
,    oiher  fervices,  it  had  not  much  ailifted  the  army.     In  con* 

fe^ucnce  of  that  afi,  the  navy  got  men  more  eaiily,  and  mi* 
f  UUft  fubftitutes  were  to  be  procured  at  half  their  former  price, 
but  the  army  got  only  a  few,  and  thofe  the  worft  men ;  he 
Aerefere  (houU  drop  all  thoughts  of  reviving  that  part  of  the 
aft  which  canied  in  it  a  c^pullion  with  reipeA  to  the  army, 
being  now  convinced,  that  no  force  would  aid  the  recruiting 
of  the  old  regiments.  He  lamented  that  our  army  in  general 
had  decreafed  fo  rapidly  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  two  years  ; 
bat  he  accounted  for  it  by  reminding  the  Houfe,  that  the  na» 
tttre  of  the  war  had  been  changed ;  and  it  having  been  thought 
adviieable  to  employ  a  great  number  of  forces  in  the  foutliern 
provinces  of  America  (the  climate  of  which  was  not  near  fo 
healthy  as  that  of  the  more  northern  provinces)  and  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  great  numbers  had  fallen  martyi-s  :  but  then  it 
was  to  be  conudered,  that  both  thefe  meafures  were  unavoid* 
ably  neccflary  and  had  proved  greatly  fuccefsfiil ;  the  laft  ac- 
counts from  Georgia  and  Carolina  had  been  extremely  to  the 
credit  of  his  Majefty's  officers  and  army,  and  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  though  France  and  Spain  had  fent  thither  fuch  vaft 
armaments,  we  had  fo  effectually  defended  otir  iflands^  that 
our  combined  enemies  had  not  only  not  atchieved  any  enter- 
prize,  but  had  not  even  anempted  any.  Nor  was  the  fickneik 
in  .our  armies  a  misfortune  peculiar  to  Great  Britain ;  the 
armies  of  France  and  Spain  experienced  the.  fame  fatality ; 
the  Spanifh  ficknefs,  indeed,  according  to  all  report^  raged 
with  a  violence  fcarcely  poifible  to  be  conceived.  After  fpeak*^ 
ing  to  other  matters,  he  faid  he  would,  for  form  fake,  move 
the  firft  eftimate ;  bat  that  he  lliould  be  ready  to  anfWer  any 
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queftions  relative  to  the  eftimates  on  the  table,  or  to  give  any 
explanation  gentlemen  might  defire.  He  then  moved,  **  tl»t 
39,000  men  be  employed  in  the  fcrviceof  Great  Britain  for 
the  year  irySi." 

The  queftion  having  been  read  by  the  chairman. 
Col.  Barren      Colonel  Barre  rofe  and  obferved,  that  on  his  reference  to 
the  eftimates  of  the  laft  year,  and  the  eftimates  now  propofed, 
he  found  that  they  differed  extremely  ;  that  it  appeared,  if  he 
had  takeadown  the  amounts  cxa£tly,  that  infteaxiofa:favii^ 
by  the  prefent  eftimates,  the  public  were  called  upon  for  more 
men  and  more  money  than  had  been  alkcd  laft ,  year.   .  For 
inftance,  the  eftimates  for  guards  and  garrifons  prefented  laft 
year  was  but  35,000  men,   whereas  now  almoft  5000  more 
were  alked.     He  was  aware  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  made  his  references  to  the  full  number  voted  laft 
year,  comprehending  as  well  the  amount  of  the   eftioMtes 
hrft  propofed  in  the  committee  of  fupply,  as  the  augmenta- 
tions propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  after  Ghrift- 
mas ;  whereas  his  account  of  the  number  voted  laft  year  wu 
taken  folely  from  the  eftimates,  and  that  he  thought  the  faireft 
way  ;  becaufe  now  he  fuppofed  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man  would  come  to  the  Houfe  on  a  future  day,  and  afk  for  an 
augmentation  of  fome  kind  or  other,  and   therefore  till  thft 
extent  of  that  augmentation  was  known,  it  was  impoffibteto 
fay  whether  the  number  to  be  voted  this  year  would  be  more 
or  lefs  than  had  been  voted  laft  year,  and  the  only  fair  cooipa^ 
xlfon  that  could  be  made  was,  between  the  eftimates  of  one 
year,  and  the  eftimates  of  another.     He  wifhed  therefore  to 
know,  what  the  augmentation  was  likely  to  b^  which  was  te 
be  applied  for  hereafter.  / 
Ur.jenhin'^      Mr,  Jenkinfon^  fecretary  at  war,  faid,  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  ftriAly  founded  in  foppofing  that  he  had  formed  the  ac« 
count,  which  he  had  incited,  of  the  number  of  men  for  the  ir* 
my  expence,  &c.  of  laft  year,  by  uniting  the  augmentadea 
with  the  numbers,  &c.  firft  voted  by  eftimate.     That  in  a  war 
of  the  nature  of  the  prefent,  carried  on  at  a  vaft  diftance  from 
the  capital,  it  was  iiupoftible  to  make  an  exaf);  eftimate  of 
what  could  only  be  known  to  be  neceftary,  from  a  knowledge 
of  events  which  had   not  yet  reached  home.    Laft  year- the 
augmentation  was  aflced  for,  in  confequence  of  the  requifitioof 
of  the  commanders  abroad,  and  the  plans  of  his  Majefty*t 
miniftcrs  ;  this  year  the  fame  matters  muft  govern  any  fimi* 
lar  requifitions  which  he  might  have  to  rnake^ 
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The  right  honourable  T.  Ttnvnjhend  faid,  he  faw  it  was  the  Rt.  Hon. 
dcfign  to  injare  the  regular  army,  merely  to  benefit  two  fa-  1^)^'^"' 
irourite  regiments.  He  meant  not  to  give  any  perfonal  of-  *  ' 
fence,  and  was  aware  of  the  danger  of  talking  about  thefe  two 
regiments ;  but  in  fpite  of  that  danger,  in  fpite  of  all  that  had 
been  done,  and  all  that  could  be  threatened,  he  fhould  perfe- 
vere  in  his  duty,  and  fpeak  his  mind  freely  in  that  Houfe.  He 
now.ix)fe,  not  to  dwell  much  upon  the  two  regiments  to  which 
he. had  alluded,  but  he  muil  take  that  opportunity  to  declare, 
that  the  manner  of  recruiting  them  was  fcandalous  to  the  laft 
degree, — any  perfon  almoft  in  any  condition  was  taken — boys 
too  young,  and  men  too  old,  for  the  fervice.  Some  t/rings  he 
liad  feen  dreffed  up  in  regimentals,  and  called  foldiers,  who  did 
not  weigh  as  much  as  their  arms  and  accoutrements.  A  new 
mode  of  levying  the  recruits  was  adopted ;  men  were  commit- 
ted to  the  regiments.  The  praf^ice  was  common.  In  the 
^ewfpapers  of  that  day  there  was  a  ftory  of  an  ufher  to  a  fchool, 
who  had  robbed  the  boys  of  30I.  he  was  taken  before  a  magi- 
firaCe,  examined,  and  his  punifliment  was,  a  commitment  to 
ooe  of  the  new  regiments,  into  which  he  was  compelled  to  en- 
ter. He  declared,  he  had  lately  had  an  opportunity  SE  feeing 
die  recruits  of  one  of  thefe  regiments,  and  had  gone  through 
tbcir  quarters,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  recruits  he  faw, 
were  London  recruits,  men  to  be  met  with  at  Charing- Crofs, 
men  purchafed  of  the  common  London  crimps  1  The  argu- 
loent  therefore,  that  recruits  could  not  be  got  for  the  old  regi- 
ments, fell  to  the  ground.  Thefe  recruits  that  he  had  feen 
would  have  entered  chearfully  into  an  old  regiment,  if  the  levy 
money  for  a  new  one  had  not  been  greater ;  it  was  therefore 
the  continued  new  levies,  and  nothing  elfe,  that  hurt  the  re- 
cruiting fervice.  Beddes,  how  fcandaloufly  injurious  was  it 
to  ihe  ^elings  of  old  officers,  to  be  fending  out  men  as  colo- 
nels^ who  had  never  been  in  the  army  before,  01  who  had  been 
ID  very  inferior  fituations.  The  laft  year,  a  colonel  had  gone 
out  to  take  the  fuperior  command  of  a  brave  and  gallant  vete- 
ran, under  whom  the  new  colonel  had  formerly  ferved  as  a 
tpatrofs.  How  hard  too  had  been  the  fate  of  Colonel  Camp- 
bell ?  Now,  indeed,  it  might  be  thought  that  he  fhould  not 
CompUin,  becaufe  that  officer  had  got  promotion,  but  then  he 
had  been  put  over  the  heads  of  thirty-nine  lieutenant-colonels. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  m  juftification  of  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  two  regiments  commanded  by  Colonel  Ful- 
Ijirton  and  Colonel  Humbeifton  had  faid,  thofe  gcntlepaen  were 
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to  get  no  new  rank«  Laft  year  thefe  r^mentt  were  raifed 
for  a  fpecial  fervice,  and  on  the  extraordinary  pretence  diit 
old  regiments  would  not  fuit  that  fervice  fo  well.  What  mi 
becocne  of  that  ferrice  now  }  The  regiments  were  ftill  in  Eog* 
land,  and  to  be  fure  it  was  a  hard  fate  for  Colonel  FnllartoD|0 
have  l>cen  in  the  army  a  whole  year,  and  to  have  got  no  new 
rank  !  Colonel  Huniberfton  indeed,  for  whofe  private  chanc- 
ter  he  had  the  highcft  refped,  had  been  regularly  bred  in  the 
army,  but  he  had  feen  no  fervice.  With  regard  to  what  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  declared,  that  the  rapid  de-. 
creafe  of  our  army  was  owing  to  the  unhealthy  climates^  hot 
^'  that  the  Spanifh  iicknefs  was  fo  great,  that  it  was  not  to  be 
conceived,*^  he  was  a  little  furprifed.  He  could  not  fay  whit 
degree  of  ficknefs  that  might  be,  which  was  not  to  be  coo* 
ceived ;  but  had  beard  that  our  own  corps,  which  were  carried 
out  raw,  and  the  men  in  which,  when  put  on  board  the  tranf- 
ports  for  embarkation,  were  not  capable  of  handling  their 
arms,  had  been  fo  fickly,  that  they  had  not  landed  at  St*  Lucia 
a  fortnight,  before  the  whole  corps  were  fo  bad^  they  were 
totally  unferviceable,  died  daily,  and  could  not  mufter  fam 
men  an(f  a  corporal  who  were  well  enough  to  put  each  of  their 
fellow  fbldiers  in  the  ground  after  death,  Mr.  Townfliead 
imputed  great  blame  to  miniflers  for  fending  ndw  levies  abroM^ 
and  renewed  his  complaint  made  the  preceding  day,  dut 
tliough  the  regiments  were  eftimated  at  900  men  each,  there 
were  not  in  feveral,  which  he  had  feen  in  the  coarfe  of  the 
iiimmer,  many  more  than  300. 
THc  Seere-  The  Secretary  at  War  anfwered  Mr.  Townfhendy  and  faid 
9M>ymfFar  that  office  were  not  to  blame,  if  the  recruits  were  unfit  for 
fervice.  That  not  any  regiment  had  pay,  nor  any  officer  hie 
commifGon  before  the  regiment  had  been  reviewed  by  a  gen^ 
ral  officer,  and  a  return  made  by  that  general  officer^  that  the 
regiment  was  complete.  That  it  had  frequently  happened 
that  00  thefe  reviews  many  of  the  recruite  were-  reraied  by 
the  general  officer,  and  the  perfon  who  raifed  the  re^oeiit' 
obliged  to  get  more  men.  With  regard  to  the  old  veffimcnts^ 
being  preferable  to  the  new  levies,  he  was  ready  toa&it  it: 
nay,  he  would  go  ftill  farther;  he  would  own  that  he' had 
much  rather  have  one  recruit  for  a  regular  regiment,  than 
two  for  a  new-raifed  one ;  he  was  aware  how  preferable,  and 
how  much  fitter  for  the  fervice  the  one  v^as,  when  conipait(l 
to  the  other ;  the  only  ground  on  which  the  levies  ftruck  him 
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'as  warrantable,  was,  they  were  much  cafier  to  be  g'>f,  and 
tlie  neceflity  of  the  war  was  preffing.  As  to  the  recruits, 
ftutlj  gvnrlenien  did  not  expeft  that  as  good  recruits  were  to 
begot  now,  as  in  the  beginning  of  the  war;  or  that  as  fine 
men  were  to  be  feen  in  a  new  raifed  reginnent,  as  in  a  regi- 
ment of  militia;  the  thing  was  imprafticable.  In  propor- 
tion to  the  continuance  of  a  war,  the  recruiting  fervice  be- 
came more  and  more  difficult ;  our  refources  of  men  were  fo 
roach  the  nearer  exhaufted,  and  therefore  that  recruits  to  be 
liad  now,  Ihould  not  be  equal  to  thofe  had  formerly,  was  a 
natural  confequence,  impoflible  to  be  avoided. 

General  Burgoyne  took  up  the  fecretary  at  war,  on  his  jufti-  General 
fy ing  the  preference  given  to  new  levies  over  the  old  regi-  ^u^g-yne^ 
'iMnts,  on  the  plea  of  the  neceflity  of  the  war,  and  argued 
agatnft^the  admiflion  of  it.  He  faid,  among  various  other 
iCDaiters,  that  it  was  frequent  when  a  general  officer  reviewed 
»  newt-raifed  regiment,  for  him  to  find  a  deficiency  of  fifty 
or  a  hundred' men ;  that  when  the  general  officer  alked  where 
thoffif 'men  were,  the  commander  of  the  regiment  replied,  they 
Were  fick,  or  abfent  on  furlough,  and  undertook  to  certify 
if&r  them.  In  confequence  of  this  praftice,  regiments  were 
fitqtrcntly  embarked  for  foreign  fervice,  one  hundred  mer> 
fhortof  their  complement.  The  general  farther  faid,  that 
h  was  well  known  to  every  man  in  the  army,  that  the  new 
levies  were  mere  wax,  when  fent  to  unhealthy  climates ;  that 
they  were  of  no  fervice  whatever,  but  melted  away  imme- 
diately. With  regard  to  what  his  honourable  friend  near  him 
had  faid  of  the  recruits  in  thofe  new  regiments,  it  was  ilridly 
Ime,  that  they  were  bought  up  of  the  crimp  merchants  at 
Charing  Crofs,  who  tricked  all  they  dealt  with,  and  kept  a 
parcel  of  good-looking  men  for  occafional  recruits,  which 
they  ran  from  one  regiment  to  another,  as  fuited  them,  hut 
let  them  continue  in  none.  He  obferved,  that  this  would 
always  be  the  cafe,  whilft  the  old  regiments  were  rcftrifted 
to  five  pounds  levy-money,  and  the  new  ones  left  ad  libitum^ 
to  give  fix,  eight,  ten  guineas,  or  what  they  pleafed. 

Sir  William  Cunyinghame  replied  to  General  Burgoyne,  and  ^umman 
[aid,  to  his  knowledge,  the  Qad  regiment  was  complete  when  ^'«'D'"'i- 
t  embarked,  at  Plymouth.     That  it  had  been  reviewed  by  ^'''"'' 
Seneral  Stiles,  who  took  no  certificate,  but  vifited  and  ex- 
imined   the  fick  himfelf.     That  there  wcie  none  of  thofe 
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crimps'  men  in  it,  which  the  general  had  defcribed  as  beii^ 
run  from  regiment   to   regiment.      Sir   William   (aid,  b« 
thought  it  due  to  his  friend,  who  commanded  the  92d  r^i« 
ment,  to  fay  thus  much  for  it  in  his  abfcnce. 
Colonel  Colonel  Barre  produced  a  written  account  of  the  ftatc  of 

^£rre.  General  Cliuton's  army  in  Novcmbcr,  1779,  which  he  de* 
clared  he  believed  to  be  accurate,  and  called  upon  minlften 
to  contradifi  it,  if  they  could.  By  ^this  return,  it  appeared, 
that  the  General's  army  confilled  of  32,000  regulars,  and 
6,000  Provincials,  in  November  1779— ^-and  ^*  there  wcrt 
79,000  men  voted  laft  year  for  the  plantation  fervice,  the 
colonel  contended,  that  there  were  41,000  men  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  and  that  the  only  place  any  other  part  of  our 
army  could  be  looked  for,  was  about  10,000  in  Gibraltar 
and  Minorca,  and  the  remainder  in  Canada  and  the  Weftlo- 
dies,  where  he  defied  miniAers  to  prove,  that  any  thing  like  , 
the  deficiency  were  employed.  He  called  upon  them  there- 
fore to  account  either  for  the  men  or  the  money. 
The  Secret  The  Secretary  at  fVar  faid  it  was'  impoflible  for  him  to  ac- 
iaryatiVar,  ^ount  for  the  diftnbution  of  the  army  two  years  back,  which 
was  before  he  held  his  prefent  office,  but  if  he  remembered 
right,  there  were  17,000  men  Cin  the  eftablifhment  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  beiides  the  troops  in  the  Eaft-Tndies  and  in 
Africa,  neither  of  which  places  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  taken  the  leaft  notice  of. 
Colonel  The  Colonel  allowed  that  thofe  two  quarters  of  the  globe  had 

£*rM.  cfcaped  him,  and  faid  there  was  one  liattalion  in  Afia,  (about 
1,000)  and  213  men  in  Africa.  He  laughed  at  the  idea  of 
17,000  being  employed  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  faid,  if  he 
attenipted  to  impofe  fuch  a  legend  on  people  without  doors, 
he  iliould  be  ridiculed,  allowmg  however  for  the  fake  of  ar- 
gument, that  the  cafe  were  fo,  where  were  the  remainder  ? 
The  Secret  The  Secretary  at  tVar  defirwl  that  his  not  being  able  to  ac- 
/rfryjr^tfr.  count,  when  fuddenly  called  upon,  for  the  diftribation  of 

the  army  two  years  ago  migh(  not  be  mifinterpreted. 
Qtn,Sm'ub.  The  colonel  replied  again,  and  General  Smith  jufl  rofe  to 
fupport  General  Burgoyne's  argument  relative  to  the  prefe- 
rence of  old  regiments  when  fent  on  foreign  fervice  to  new 
levies.  The  general  fupported  what  he  faid,  by  mentioning 
the  manner  in  which  the  74th,  8ift,  and  another  regiment, 
(with  which  be  had  the  honour  to  fervc  abroad  laft  war,) 

I  .  were 


A*  1780.  DEBATES.  j 

were  recruited  by  drafts  from  the  regulars  at  home,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  men  were  fit  for  fervice  the  inftant  they 
landed. 

The  motion  was  at  length  agreed  to^  as  were  the  other 
cftimates. 
.    Adjourned  to  the  27th. 

November  27. 

Mr.  Cole  rofe,  and  acquainted  the  Houfc  that  he  was  now  Mr.  c$u 
about  to  make  the  motion  of*  which  he  had  given  previous 
notice  ;  a  motion  for  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Ea?l  Corn- 
wallity  for  the  important  fervices  he  had  done  10  his  country. 
At  the  time  he  had  made  that  motion  he  did  not  recolleft  the 
propriety  of  giving  thanks  at  -the  fame  time  to  General  Sir 
Htnry  Clinton,  for  the  fignal  fervices  performed  by  him  to 
'  this  nation,  He  now  wifhed  to  comprehend  him  in  the  vote 
of  thanks  which  he  moved,  and  which  he  hoped  would  pafs 
uanimoofly. 

TKc  ftHft  t^'ng  he  bad  done,  after  he  received  the  com- 
Biaad  of  the  army,  was  to  march  the  troops  from  Philadel- 
phia to  New- York ;  a  retreat  which  was  univerfally  allowed 
to  be  the  fineft  thing  performed,  during  the  prefent  Tv^r, 
before  tfaat.period;  and  if  there  had  been  anv  precedent  for 
thaakinga  general  for  even  an  able  retreat,  ^ir  Henry  Clin- 
ton was,  doubtiefs,  entitled,  and  certainly  would  have  re* 
ceivedy  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  upon  that  occafion.  There 
were  particular  circumftances,  which  made  it  ineligible  to 
efier  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on 
the  reduAion  of  Charles-Town,  Thofe  circumftances  Mr. 
Coke  did  not  fpecify,  l)ut  whatever  they  were,  it  was  ap- 
JNirenty  that,  in  his  opinion,  they  no  longer  exifted.  Gen- 
tlemen on  every  fide  of  the  Houfc  hort  teftimony  to  the  ex- 
cellent conduA  and  gallant  bravery  of  Lord  Cornwallis ;  nor 
would  it  be  denied,  he  prefumed,  that  rhe  fame  qualities  were 
poflefled  in  an  eminent  degree  by  i>ir  Henry  Clinton.  It 
would  have  a  bad  effe£l  to  vote  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to 
.one  of  thofe  gcnjtlemen,  and  not  the  other.  The  thanks  of 
the  Houie  were  djcfcryed  by  both;  but  while  gentlemen 
allowed  the  great  qualities  and  virtues  of  thofe  ofEcers,  fome 
difapproved  the  caXife  in  which  they  were  exerted.  An  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  whom  he  did  not  fee  in  his  place,  had 
avowed  mixed  fentiments  of  this  kind ;  but  that  honourable 
geatleman^  of  approved  courage  hinifclf,  knew  how  to  value 
-  Y  2  that 
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that  noble  virtne  in  others,  and  he  ftill  hoped  that  he  would 
not,  if  prcfcnt,  oppofe  his  motion.  For  his  own  part,  he 
had  been  one  of  thole  who  lamented  the  commencement  of .. 
the  American  ws^r,  and  difapproyed  many  of  the  ineafurc* 
adopted  in  its  profecuticn.  Bur  fhe  origin  of  the  prefcat  war 
he  kept  entirely  out  of  ^icw  in  the  prcien^  queftion.  Ame- 
xica  was  now  the  ally  oJF,  France  ;  the  confederate  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon.  He  did  not  fay  that  the  war  againfk 
America  was  not  big  with  many  calamities  to  Great  BritaiHi 
he  apprehended  that  it  would  even  be  the  ruin  oi  this  coun- 
try ;  that  is,  that  it  would  impovcrifh  this  country  extremi:- 
ly  :  but  ftill  he  faw  no  medium  between  unconditional  fub- 
inillion  to  the  enemy,  and  the  moft  fpirited  exertions. 

He  had  not,   in  the  motion  he  was  now  to  lay  befoFC  ibe 
Houfc,  faid  any  thing  concerning  the  juftice  or  policy  of  the 
American  war,  hoping  thereby  to  gain  that  unaniofiity,  with* 
Out  which  a  motion  of  thanks,  though  carried,  loft  much  of 
its  value.     If  the  motion  he  was  now  to  mal.r  fllbufd  ^  the 
ohje£t  of  debate  and  altercation,  he  did  not  much  care  whc* 
thtr  it  fliould  be  carried  or  not.     He  then  niadea  motioni 
*^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  General  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,   Knight  of  llie  Bath,  for  the  importaat  fef 
vices  rendered  by  him  and  the  troops  usder  his  command^  in 
the  reduftion  of  Charles-Town,  and  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Houfe  be  given  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  for  the  fignal  and  roeri-r 
torious  fcrviccs  he  had  done  to  his  country,  by  the  moft  glo- 
rious viflory  obtained  by  him  over  the  American  rebels  tfi 
Camden  ;  and  that  the  Speaker  do  report  the  fame  tQ  the  ge- 
neral ofTiCcrs  who  arc  the  objeSs  of  them.'* 
a  Li'         Lord  Lewi/ham  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion.     He  embrace4 
with  joy  an. opportunity  of  expreffing  his  high  regard  to  tbo 
chariiflcis  of  the  two  general  officers,  whofe  names  had  been 
mentioned  with  due  rcfpeft  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpokc  laft.     Although  wc  were  not  yet  blefled  with  that  una- 
nimity which  was  ncceliary  fo  to  fwcll  the  fails  of  the  veiTcl 
of  ftat?,  as  to  \vafc  us  fdfely  over  that  tcmpcftuous  ocean  of 
troubleji  in  which  wc  were,  at  prcfcnt  involved,  yet  he  faw 
with  joy  the  dawiiinj^^  of  an  unanimity  ;  he  faw  a  fpecics  of 
unanimity,  which  was  np  fmall  fourcc  of  confolatioo.  Every 
body  fcemcd  fr.tisiicd  that  there  was  a  neceffity  of  humbling 
the  power  of  France  and  Spain. 

Although 
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Although  he  was  unwilling  to  place  any  reliance  on  i\:fi 
Dntingcncies  of  fortune,  and  would  not  be  fo  contidcnt  as  ro 
ijj  that  there  were  in  the  womb  of  time  events  favourable 
3  Great  Britain,  yet  he  contended,  that  it  was  not  ocing 
DO  fanguine  to  hope,  that  the  jealouiies  which  had  already 
egun  to  take  place  between  the  Americans  and  iheir  allies  on 
.hode  Illand,  would  every  day  increafe.  Though  there  was 
Qt  ana  immediate  profpcA  of  detaching  any  of  the  powers 
"om  the  confederacy  againft  us,  he  did  not  defpair  of  its  be- 
igefFefied  in  time. — In  the  mean  time  it  behoved  us  to 
9  with  alacrity  and  vigour.  The  marine  of  France  muft 
edeftroyed  if  we  would  hope  for  a  fafe,  a  lafting,  and  an 
Dnourahle  peace.  No  promifes,  no  conventions  with  that 
Btion  could  be  relied  on,  while  their  navy  was  entire. 
*i'aocehad  become  formidable  to  her  neighbour!,  through 
icacheroully  feizing  advantages  over  the  unfufpicious,  and 
lerefore  unprepared,  nations  around  her.  Great  Britain 
ad  ever  proceeded  on  the  broad  bafis  of  ptrblie  faith  and  na- 
fonal  credit^  and  on  that  foundation  he  trufled  ihe  would  dill 
aind*  He  faid  there  would  l)e  great  cruelty  and  impolicy 
I  abandoftkig  our  friends  in  America  to  the  mercy  of  their 
scmies;  our  friends. in  that  cafe  would  become  our  bittereft 
^mieS;p  and  the  Americans  upited  as  the  fubjcds  of  one 
kighty  empire,  and  pouring  forth  their  fliips  of  war  from  a 
koufand  ports^  woulc^.  cut  up  our  trade. by  the  roots,  and 
rippins  \is  of  all  our  foreign  dependencies,'  finally  reduce 
I  to  this  (pot  of  the  globe,  the  illand  within  which  we  are 
^afiood  by  nature,  if  we  dare  not  with  freedom  to  traverfe 
fc*  ocean.  The  conftitutional  dependence  of  America  on 
■»cat  Britain  he  thought  neceflary  to  the  happinefs,  fafety, 
l<d  profperity  of  both  countries.  He  returned  to  the  necef- 
tCf  of  ruining  the  marine  of  France.  If  ydn  wllh  to  mainr 
an  Ae  glory  and  independency  of  England,  deftroy  the  ma- 
tieof  France.  If  you  wifh  to  prefervc  the  balance  of  political 
>Wer  in  Europe,  deftroy  the  marine  of  France.    If  you  wifli 

preferve  the  liberties  and  rights  of  mankind,  deftroy  the 
ai:ii;i«  of  France. 

•Let  this  language  be  repeated,  and  re-<rrhoed  from  one 
^rner  of  Great  Britain  unto  another,  until  all  hcairs  and 
.nds  (hall  be  united  againft  the  common  ei)ciny.  As  the 
tnesicans  are  now  to  be  con  fide  red  as  the  allies  of  France, 
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and  the  one  cannot  be  feparated  from  the  other,  every  v 
gained  over  either  of  thele  powers  is  matter  of  joy,  a 
advantage  to  this  country  ;  therefore  he  fecoaded  the  n 
now  before  the  Houfe. 
R  t.  Hon.  Rt.  Hon.  T.  7own/hendo%pzthteA  on  the  merit  of  Earl 
X«2^'*  wallis,  of  whofe  merit,  he  was  proud  to  fay,  he  was  r 
deed  an  impartial  judge*  But  offiters,  lx>th  Frenc 
Englifh,  had  fpoke  to  him  and  wrote  to  him,  with  ra 
concerning  the  fingular  merit  of  that  noble  commandei 
good  conduft,  and  great  bravery,  certainly  merited 
mark  of  attention  and  refpefl.  On  that  footing,  he 
give' the  motion  his  hearty  concurrence  ;  provided  al 
that  it  fhould  not  be  underftood,  that  he,  by  this  fu 
gave  any  countenance  to  the  American  war.  The  he 
able  gentleman,  who  had  made  the  motion,  had  ear 
wilhcd  that  it  might  be  carried  with  unanimity. 
were  a  few  phra(es,  certain  epithets,  in  the  m6tioo 
might  tend,,  he  was  apprehenfive,  to  fruftratc  his  ^ 
Thty  would  occur  to  the  honourable  gentleman  himfel; 
his  end  would  he  better  ferved,  by  altering  them  hii 
than  that  they  (hould  be  ftruck  out  by  way  of  amenda 
l^rANffrtb,  Lord  AV/6  appUuHed  the  exceKcnt  conduft  and 
bravery  both  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Lord  Qom 
whofe  fervices,  he  faid,  were  meritorious  in  the  highc 
gpee,  and  important  to  this  coufitry.  Nevertheleis, 
would  not  on  this  occafion  brieg  into  view  either  the  < 
or  the  obje£t  of  the  Amefican  war,  he  was  willing  f 
part  that  any  words  that  might  fecm  to  have  an  anaw] 
meaning,  fhould  be  left  out  of  the  motion.  He  di 
doubt  but  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  made  th 
tion,  for  the  fake  of  unanimity,  would  readily  compl] 
this  dcfire.  The  words  rebeU  and  important  fervias^ 
left  out,  the  motion,  in  his  lordfliip^s  opinion^  mig 
thought  unceptiDnablc. 
.Lord  Beau-  Lord  Beauchomp  faid,  that  the  conduft  of  the  Hou 
champ,  night  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  world;  and  eai 
entreated  gentleman  in  every  part  of  the  Houfe  as  m 
poffible  to  ftuily  uaanimity. 
Mr.  Coii.  Mr.  Cokc'y  after  explaining  his  meahing  in  the  parts  < 
motion  which  were  ibppofed  to  be  objeftionablc,  cor 
to  the  amendments  hinted  generally  by  Mr.  Townlhen 
particularly  by  Lovd  North. 
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Mr.  ffllkes.     Mr.  Speaker,  I  rile  to  cxprefs  my  hope,  Mr.  H'ilkis. 
at  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  made  tkis  motion,  will 
nfent  to  its  being  withdrawn,  becaul'e  1  think  it  is  im pol- 
ite chat  the  uoited  efforts  of  the  noble  *  lord  in  the  blue 
sbandy  and  the  feveral  gentlemen,  who  have  attempted  it, 
;OQld  fuccccd  to  icndcr  it  palatable  to  both  fides  of  the 
0u(e,  and   he  has  declared,  tbcft  he  had  ratfjer  it  Jhould  he 
Hbdraumy  than  meet  a  Jingle  ufgath-e,     I  think  it.  Sir,  my 
ity  to  oppofethis  motion,  as  onginaJIv  intended,  of  which 
;e  notice  was  given,  refpefting  only  Lord  Cornwallis,  and 
I  the  fnbfequent  amendments,  becaufe  in  my  idea  every 
iTt  of  it  conveys  an  approbation  of  the  American  war;  a 
ar  anfounded  in  principle,  and  fatal  in  its  confequences  to 
lis  ooantry,     I  condemned  it  at  the  bei^innin^,  and  have 
^larly  oppofed  its  progrcfs   in  every  uage,  both  in  and 
at  of  parliament.     The  eminent  and  very  important  fervices  to 
s  Afi^ejfy  and  this  country^  mentioned  in  the  motion,  I  en- 
rely  dilapprove,  and  confequently  fhall  withhold  the  poor 
ittaace  of  my  thanis  and  gratitude,  where  I  do  not  think 
lem  merited^  in  a  war  of  glaring  injuftice  and  wretched  po- 
by.     I  do  not  mean.  Sir,  to  derogate  from  the  high  heroic 
lorage,  and  fupcrior  military  virtues,  of  Lord  Cornwallis. 
•droire  the  fplendor  and  brilliancy  of  thofe  qualities,  which 
iaeide  in  my  countryman  as  they  did  in  Julius  Ccfar,  and  I 
inally  lament  that  they  are  called  forth  to  aQion  in  the 
ttfie  Dad  and  mifchievous  caufe ;  the  attempt  to  overturn  the 
pbticf  of  hit  country.    The  Roman  too  pofTelFed,  as  the 
'^    )anblc  gentleman  fays  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  nice  and  de- 
rJSntiinunts  of  honour  and  valour.    He  was  certainly  ?n  ac- 
^iflied .gentleman,  perhaps  the  moft  accompliflicd  of  any 
[ihe  hiftory  of  mankind ;  but  he  carried  on  a  wicked  war 
"aft  the  conftitution  of  the  free  country  in  which  he  was 
1,  and  therefore  under  the  ftrongeft  obligation  to  fupport. 
the  ikme  light  I  coniider  the  war  now  carrving  on  againft 
brethren  in  North  America;  and  if  an  arbitrary,  but  in- 
ibie,  adminiftration  had  fucceeded  in  the  plan  of  dragoon- 
the  coionifts  into  unconditional  fubmiOlon^  I  believe  that  the 
Krcics  of  England  would  not  long  have  I'urvivcd  thofe  of 
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America,  and  the  vital  principle  of  freedom,  which  HOf 
pervades  and  animates  this  ifland,  except  perlTaps  a  few 
very  far  north,  muft  have  been  extlnguifhcd.  Every  fried] 
of  the  conftitution  faw  early  in  the  fupport  of  the  Amcna 
caufe  a  vindication  ot  the  rights  of  Englillinien  againfifl 
old  exploded  ufurpation  of  the  Stuarts,  revived  under  ik 
third  prince  of  che  Houfc  of  Brunrwick. 

Si  ,  J  hope  to  be  forgiven,  if  1  repeat  at  the  beginniifrf 
this  new  Parliament  the  fentiments,  which  I  more  thaooB 
jubmittcd  to  the  laft,  and  even  in  the  firft  fcflion  of  17?^ 
I  am  flill  convinced  that  the  war  with  America  origioatll 
in  tyranny  and  ufurpation,  in  the  unjuft  attempt  of  tatif 
money  from  the  fubjcft  of  the  colonies  without  hiscoocv 
rence,  in  levying  taxes  on  the  people  there  againft  their a»l 
fent.     I'his  has  ever  been  ihe  favourite  maxim  of  dcfpdtifal 
In  oppofuion  to   this  illegal  claim  the  immortal  HamAil 
filed  his  blood.     Such  an  attempt  againft  the    fuhdameM^I  < 
rights  of  the  people  fully  warranted  our  virtuous  and  Ml  1 
anccftors   to  l^gin  the  civil  war,  which  brought  the  tyiw  c 
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Charles  to  the  fcaftbld.  The  American  caufe,  therefofc^ 
mean  the  primary  caufe  of  this  deftruftive  civil  war,  iuli, 
caufe  of  every  Englifhman,  who  values  our  excellent  cobIk 
turion ;  a  conftitution  for  feveral  years  in  a  decline,  wlid 
has  of  lare  received  many  ftabs  in  its  vital  parts.  Thisrij|l 
of  the  people,  to  withhold  or  grant  their  own  money,  W 
power  of  the  purfe,  which  includes  that  of  the  fword,  aloDeft 
cures  the  cxiftence  of  Parliament,  our  annual  meeting 
thcfe  walls.  This  marks-  the  difference  between  the  lim^ 
monarch  of  our  iiland,  in  a  mixed  government,  and 
eaftern  defpot,  or  the  arbitary  fovereigns  of  France 
Spain.  We  then  in  a  particular  manner,  with  a  £ogdbf 
propriety,  ought  to  ftand  forth  the  guardians  of  this  rightti 
all  the  fubje<5^s  of  this  ftate. 

The  fentiments,  Sir,  on  the  rights  of  our  brethren  latk 
colonics,  which  I  have  now  the  honour  of  delivering  hnt^ 
I  imbibed  from  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  enforced  them  whi 
great  energy  a  few  years  ago  in  another  Houfe  of  Parlil- 
ment.  His  lordfliip,  iri  a  folemn  argument  in  the  Hoofecf 
Peers,  in  conjunftlon  with  four  other  refpeftable  charafieiS*! 


^-  The  Saris  Tankcrvillc,Cormvallis,  and  Shclburnc,  VifcountTof 
riugtou,  and  Lord  Camden. 
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denied  any  right  we  had  to  tax  the  Americans, 
:ontinued  unreprefentcd  In  the  Britifli  fenate.  It 
Jebate  on  the  motion  for  the  commitment  of  the 
aft.  His  Lordfhip's  opinion  likewife  of  the  wif- 
meafure,  after  condemning  the  theory j  may  be 
am  his  words  in  his  examination  before  this  Houfe 
79  :  I  never  faw  a  Jironger  country^  or  one  better  cal-^ 
the  dejenfiue.  Mr.  Pitt,  in  this  Houfe,  with  a 
imaginary,  and  glow  of  colouring,  which  his  elo- 
lys  gave,  did  jultice  to  the  diftinguifhed  patrio- 
hand  tf  the  five  illufirious  heroes y  as  he  named  the 
►er  of  peers  who  on  occafian  of  the  oppoficion  to  the 
aft  approved  thcmfelves  the  friends  of  freedom. 

forefee  the  flatighter  of  his  fellow-fubjcfts  in  ihc 
by  one  of  that  band  ef  ilhjlrious  heroes  at  the  glo^ 
f  at  Camden,  If  there  is  any  change  of  fentiment 
lortant  queftion  in  his  Lordfhip's  mind,  we  have 
entary  evidence,  on  which  it  can  be  founded.  It 
;  iurmifed  from  his  Lordfhips  eagerly  foliciting  a 
^nft  the  Americans  at  the  firft  breaking  out  of  a 
horiginated  from  the  unworthy  purpofes  of  paffion 

and  fince  endeavouring  by  fire  and  fword  to  en-^ 
atioD  on  the  colonies,  although  as  a  member  of  the 
body  he  formerly  did  not  hefitate  to  pronounce  it 
politic  and  iniquitous.     If  arguments  of  great  and 
weight  have  been  urged  for  fo  total  and  wonderful 
they  are  carefully  concealed.     The  motives  of  con- 
r  rather  of  this  miraculous  conversion,  are  eaficr 
in  with  delicacy  explained.     As  a  Peer,  his  Lord^ 
irts  American  freedom,  and  votes  againfl  an  igno- 
idgeof  bondage  on  the  colonics;  as  an  officer,  the 
iblicites  a  command  in  America  to  enforce  that  in- 
rhich  be  complains,  and  is  aftive  to  rivet  the  chains 
on  the  free-born  inhabitants  of  the  new  world,  and 
Jancs  of  Englifhmen.  —  In  fuch  a  caufe  I  will  not 
Ml  to  genius  and  courage  united,  but  ill-dire£lcd, 
\  of  no  good,  but  infinite  mifchief.  —  I  will  never 
dexpreis  my  -concern  and  anguifh,  when  I  fee  great 
ulents  thus  triumph  over  the  fuperior  civil  virtues 
zen,  when  I  obferve  mere  lawlcfs  force  and  violence 
e  aid  of  valour  and  diftinguifhed  ability  tooverturn 
f  freedom  and  juftice,  cemented  by  the  heft  blood 
rcftors.     Such  military  glory  is  purchafed  too  dear, 
ind  of  wretched  anti- civic  crown,  which  muft  dif- 
KVllI.  Z  grace 


70  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1710, 

grace  the  languinary  brow  of  every  unfeeling,  udprinciplc^ 
conqueror.  A  good  man  will  indignant  turn  his  eyes  from 
laurels  and  palms  of  viftory  ftained  with  the  blood  of  deferr- 
ing fellow-rubjeas  facrificed  to  fordid  views,  to  the  luft 
of  power,,  to  the  rage  of  a  tyrannical  adminiftration.  The 
palm  of  confiflency,  at  leaft,  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion  will  at  all  events  fcarcely  think  of  ofiering 
to  Lord  Cornwallis.  That  will  be  worn,  and  I  hope  1002, 
with  the  applaufe  of  his  grateful  country,  by  another  f  nowe 
Earl,  who  rofe  fuperior  to  the  falfc  glory, to  be  acquired  fron 
his  profcflion,  when  called  upon  in  an  uf^uftifiable  caufe, 
and  honourably  preferred  the  line  of  duty  to  his  country  and 
its  conditution,  to  the  fame  and  renown  of  military  atchier* 
mcnts,  which  his  natural  ardour  panted  after.  Lord  Cora- 
wallis,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  1  will 
not  confent  to  thank,  for  I  confider  them  as  having  dnwft 
their  fwords  againft  their  innocent  American  fellow-rufajefb^ 
and  without  provocation  bathed  them  in  their  blood. 

The  noble  J  Lord  who  fpokc  laft^  fays,  that  our  thanks 
would  come  with  great  propriety  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  and 
the  other  two  pf&cers,  hecaufe  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  wcit 
voted  on  the  taking  of  Quebec,  and  the  late  fucccft  olF  the 
gallant  Rodney.  Does  not  the  noble  Lord  obfervc  a  ftrikiif 
difference  in  the  three  cafes  ?  The  furrender  of  Quebcck  was, 
perhaps,  the  moft  important  and  brilliant  triumph  over  France 
of  all  the  fplendid  viftories  of  the  laft  glorious  war.  It  was 
the  conqueft  of  the  capital  of  the  perfidious  Gaul  in  the  new 
world.  Sir  George  Rodney's  latp  defeat  and  capture  of  die 
Spanilh  men  of  war  at  that  critical  monKUt  merited  the 
warmeft  thank«,  and  moft  efteemed  rewards  of  this  country. 
In  both  cafes  we  were  deftroying  the  overgrown  power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  the  inviterate,  avowed  enemy  of  this 
nation*  I  think  with  Hannibal,  hoftem  qui  feriet  tmbi  rnt 
Carthagtnienfis*  I  hold  that  man  to  be  the  beft  Engliftunaa 
whole  efforts  (hall  be  the  boldeft,  the  moft  fpiritcd  and  fuo* 
cefsful  againft  France  and  Spain,  efpecially  againft  their  na- 
val power,  which  by  the  criminal  negligence  of  our  minifters 
has  rifen  to  fuch  an  alarming  greatnefs.  ,  I  will  from  my  iieart 
thank  that  man.     I  will  vote  to  decree  him  every  honour  of 


f  The  Earl  of  Effingham. 

X  Lord  Beauchamp,  member  for  Oxford,  cofferer  of  his  Ma}cfty*a 
ho  u  (hold. 

the 
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Ihe  fenatc  and  people.  On  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  fliould  wc 
call  down  all  the  thunder  of  the  war.  We  ought,  Sir,  to 
Uufh  at  the  cruel  ravilhing  and  defolation  of  the  country, 
tod  the  mercilefs  ilaughter  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  colonies, 
in  a  foolifli,  angry  quarrel,  carefully  fomented  at  l»ft  to  a 
bloody  war,  raifed  on  a  haJeUfi  fabric^  which  perhaps  in  the 
jeod  may  fcarcely  Uavi  a  wreck  behind.  Our  generals  and  ad- 
mirals have  already  totally  ruined  fome  of  the  mofl  flourifh- 
ing  parts  of  thisconvulfed  empire,  and  deilroyed  numbcrlcfs 
inauftrious  brave  fellow- fubjef^s,  equally  intitled  with  then> 
^vestothe  protection  of  the  laws,  and  executive  power. 
Arc  thefe.  Sir,  the  eminent  and  very  important  fcrviccs  to 
liis  Majefty  and  this  country,  for  which  the  honourable  gen- 
llemaD  flattered  himfclf  with  obtaining  for  our  commanders 
Ihc  unanimous  thanks  of  this  Houft,  of  the  reprefentativcs  of 
Ibe  people  of  England  ? 

-'  ■  It  has  been  faid.  Sir,  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
inade  this  motion,  that  the  Americans  are  now  aAually 
leagued  with  France  and  Spain  againil  this  country.  I  ^o 
)OC  doobt  the  exiftence  of  a  triple  league  between  /America, 
^ain  and  France,  but  I  know  the  provocation,  and  I  have 
{ood  reaion  to  believe  the  alliance  is  only  dcfeniive  and  tem- 
M>rary,  I  do  not  allude  to  commercial  treaties.  France  and 
ipaiD  now  appear  to  the  world  as  auxiliaries  to  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  The  firft  alliance  with  France 
vas  made  with  great  reludance  by  America  on  the  fpur  of 
:hc  prefcnt  nccfcffity.  It  was  not  thought  of  until  in  our 
Joiueftic  quarrel  we  called  m  foreign  forces  to  cut  their 
throats,  until  the  mercenary  German,  or  rather  Cappado- 
cian,  princes,  fold  their  fubjefts,  like  cattle,  to  an  admini- 
ftratioQ  expert  in  ei'ery  fpecies  of  bribery  and  ruinous  con- 
traft,  until  long  after  our  negociation  for  Ruflian  troops  to 
be  fcnt  to  North  America  had  been  rcjeftcd  in  terms  of  con- 
crcnpt  and  horror.  The  late  union  between  America  and 
France  is  fo  unnatural,  that  I  am  fatisiied,  whenever  you  ofFer, 
with  iincerity  and  cordiality,  honourable  terms,  accompanied 
with  the  fecurity  America  will  expeft,  it  will  be  diffolved. 
Yourcondu£k  hitherto  has  drawn  clofer  every  tie  between 
them.  If  you  improve  the  late  moft  glorious  vifVory  at 
Camden,  to  bring  about  this  neccffary  peace  with  America, 
then  will  be  the  moment  to  rejoice,  to  join  in  thianklgiviug 
for  the  falvation  of  Great  Britain  as  well  as  Americp, 

Sir,  I  will  not  thank  for  viflories,  which  onlv  tend  to  pro- 
Iraft  a  dcftrufltivc  war,     1  (hould  rather  have  laid  for  tome 

Z  Z  trunfuory, 
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trrnfitory,  dclufiyc  gleams  of  fucccfs  in  this  unjuft,  and  p 

videntially  unfortunate  American  conteft,    tliis  hellym 

hojie,  as  fuch  a  flate  of  arms  was  de6ned  by  the  ancic 

Not  a  fingle  Frenchman  Or  Spaniard  in  arms  againft  us 

at  this  moft  glorious  viflory  at  C?rmden^  but  Romarut  n:ij 

ficies.     Is  it  probable  that  this  moft  glorious  viftory  will 

to  an  honourable  peace?    If  it  does  not,  but  is  the  caui 

continuing   the  ^ar,    I  fliall  deem   it  a   public  calan 

Peace,  peace  with  America,  only  can  fave  this  (inking  fl 

and  give  us  permanent  profperity.     Wc  are  already  m 

^xhaufted,    yet  continue  bleeding  at  every  vein.     P 

ought  to  be  had  on  almoft  any  terras ;  for  from  the  cftin 

on  our  table,  the  expence.of  this,  war,  continued  a  few. 3 

longer,  will  bankrupt  this  nation ;  the  population,  coiaoii 

and  navigation  of  which  are  vifibly  decreaiing.     I  con 

peace  as  of  abfolute  neceffity  for  ourfelves,  for  the  int< 

flate  and  iiniependence  of  our  ownifland,  in  the  prcfeat  1 

of  horror,  and  almoft  defpair.     I  would  fubfcribe  tg  al 

.^ny  conditions  to  obtain  it,  becau(e  I  believe  the  N( 

'  Americans  would  then  readily  quit  an  unnatural  allij 

into  which  they  have  been  driven  by  our  more  unna 

conduft.     Neceffity.  brought  forward  the  new  idea, .  fpr 

(igned,  and  has  hitherto  obferved  that  ftrange  treaty,  .  J 

rica,  detached  from  her  prefcnt  cooneflions,  and  in  s 

union  pf  interefts  and  ftrength  with  Great-Britain,  is  : 

than  ^  match  for  the  confederate  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 

fuch  a  i^tuation  the  Family  Coaipa£t  would  not  dare  I 

avowed^     The  laft  war  gives  us  the  proof  in  point. 

had  then  an  able  and  enterprifing  Minifter,  in  fall  poffc 

pf  the  moft  a£live  genius  and  vigour  of  mindv  fecondc 

the  whole  ftrength  of    the   Britifh   nation  and    Amt 

What  is  our  prefent  profpeft  ?  America  is  at  this  mo 

thrown  into  the  fcale  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.     Mi 

pot  then  weigh  us  down  ?  It  furely.  Sir,  becomes  Min 

to  lay  afide  all  pafiions  and  prejudices,  and  endeavour  to 

,  this  i^nb^ppy  breach  between  two  powerful  friends,  ' 

every  conceffion  to  America,  either  as  a  fubjeft  or  an 

pay  win  her  to  us,  rcftorp  the  balance  of  power  in  o« 

vpur,  and  coippenfate  the  lofs  of  all  our  other  allies. 

The  independence,  Sir,  of  the  polonies  has  been  freq 
ly  mentioned  in  this  debate,  but  with  a  positive  declai 
that  it  is  a  point  never  to  be  coqcedjcd.  Whether  it  is  j 
fed,  or  not,  by  a  Britiih  Parliament,  dejure,  feemstoj 
\fi.]\t  moment  apd  %.y^\t .   ll  is  iperelv  an  amufing^  ct 
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ic  of  fpecDlation  among  a  fet  of  idle,  liftlefs,  loitinp:, 
ging,  ill-informed  gentlemen  at  Wcftminfler,  wlioiark 
liforders  of  the  flatc,  to  combat  which  they  poflc  not 
ur  of  mind  or  virtue.  A  country,  much  larger  th;  our 
»pcao  empire,  which  we  ftill  love  to  call  our  cohies, 
,  and  will,  polTefs  it  de  fa5io^  notwithftanding  a  th« 
nt  deluiive  afluranccs  of  Minifters  within  thefe  alls, 
ithfianding  the  late  exploits  of  a  Cornwallis  and!)lin- 

notwithftanding  all  the  former  repeated  vif^or'S  of 
>and  the  Howes^  It  is  in  this  iiland  onl^  that  prfons 
oand,  who  doubt  that  the  prefent  war  will  end  i  the 
DwledgingoF  American  independence, 
de  hiftory  of  this  war  warrants  me,  Sir,  in  the  fuffcion 
ill  thefe  bonded  fucceilcs  do  not  tend  to  any  real  eiolu- 
;  to  our  country,  to  bring  nearer  the  wiflied-for  maicnC 
re-union,  and  fincere  reconciliation  with  our  alioated 
irtn  in  the  colonies.  After  the  evacuation  of  B<fton, 
icilflaod,  and  Philadelphia,  for  the  acquifition  of  vhich 
lyaokf,  I  believe,  were  given  by  this  Houfe^  a  knall 
re  of  fjgacity  might  lead  any  man  to  fufped  that  he 
EKon  of  Charles-Town,  by  the  army  and  navy  unlcr 
ommancof  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Vice- Admiral  ir« 
aoty  and  the  late  mod  glorious  vidory  obtained  by  Lord 
rv^liis  at  Camden,  will  in  due  time  be  followed  by  the 
latioa  of  Charles^-Town,  and  the  two  Carolinas.  A  fu- 
Gazette  will  probably  announce  it,  to  fcrecn  the  gcnc- 

ijn  the  fame  terms  as  with  refpe£t  to  Philadelphia,  an4 
•i4DUcb  cold  indifference  as  any  play  or  farce  at  either 
ar  theatres,  by  his  Majefty*s  command. 
Fy  I  can  never  feparate  in  my  mind  the  rotten  foundation 
rfaich  the  whole  fyfieni  of  the  American  war  is  luilt, 

idme  fpecious  parts  of  it,  by  which  the  unthinking  are 
le  firft  view  allured  and  dazzled.  As  1  reprobate  the 
\  of  principle  in  its  origin,  I  the  more  lament  all  the 
Etd  exertions  of  valour^  and  the  wifdom  of  conc!ii6V, 
h  in  a  good  caufe  I  (hould  warmly  applaud.  Thinking 
do,  {  fee  more  matter  of  grief  than  of  triumph,  of  be- 
Dg  than  thankfgiving,  in  this  civil  contcft,  and  the  de- 
of  blood  which  has  overflowed  America.  Would  to 
,  Sir,  we  could  leave  perfecuiing^  even  to  death,  thofc 
or  own  blood,  who  only  defircd  to  be  received  as  friends 
fcUow-fubjeds,  10  (hare  our  fortunes,  to  fight  our  bat- 
as  before,  by  our  fide,  and  to  enjoy  at  home  peace, 
tv^  and  fafety.  Public  thanks  from  ttiis  Houfe  on  the 
I  prcfcnc 


174  PARLIAMENTARY  A/i7!o 

prefr  occafioh  will  only  widen  the  breach,  and  dcmonftratc    i 
bow  r  we  are  behind  other  nations  in  the  knowledge  of  trie 
polic;     The  wifcft  and  rnoft  polifhed  nations  of  antiqaitp 
drew  thick,  dark  veil  over  the  horror  of  civil  commotioa 
^nd  bodfhed.     I  will  admit  for  a  moment,  merely. for dw 
arguient,  that  all  which  has  been  urged  by  the  noble  Lotl^g 
in  th<blue  ribl>and,  arid  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of   lj 
the  bul«,  is  well  founded,  that  the  American  war  origi«^  ^ 
Daredn  juflice  and  policy,  and  that  the  colonies  have  rcbdii 
led,  nil  objeft  to  every  motion  like  the  prefent,  bccaafrfj 
wi(h  }  hide  the  nation's  fear,  and  to  forget  all  deeds  of  v«, 
lour,  lot  againll  the  common  enemy,  but  our  fel'ow-fidii, 
j«fts,whom  I  defirc  to  fave  and  conciliate.     The.Romaoii 
undootedly  the  firfl  people  in  the  univerfe,  granted  now 
umpbfor  the  viftories  of  their  generals  in  civil  wars,  Tltffi 
wifhd  not  to  record  and  perpetuate,  but  to  conceal  anddi^  ^ 
liver  :o  oblivion,  the  memory  'of  Romans  falling  by  tM<  ^ 
fwor(S  of  Romans.     They  thought  it  the  direft  cflSft  ofM 
▼en-'eance  of  the  iocenfed  gods.     That  example  of  eoli^  ^ 
tcrtd  polity  will,  I  truft,  be  adopted  by  the  honourable gcAi 
tlenan,  who  made  the  motion.     I  am  lure  that  no  maa^iBik 
more  than  he  does  for  the  prefent  calamities  of  both  coM 
trie  in  this  cruel,  civil  conreft.     I  know  thei  humanity  anl, 
temernefs  of  his  nature,  and  thought  it  ratherfurprifingthi 
he  Hiould  chufe  to  bringhimfelf  into  the  unplcafing,  aakmii 
ii(uation  of  Burrus  in  Tacitus,  et  moerens  Burrus  et  Imubtk^ 
Such  a  confJia  of  different  paffions  is  highly  diflreffing, 
will  endeavour  to  extricate  him  by  the  mofl  earneft  fupp&ii 
tloQ  that  he  would  withdraw  a  motion,  from  every  pact 
which  I  find  it  my  duty  to  diflent,  while  I  deeply  biBfe 
that  the  luftre  of  fuch  fplendid  viftorics  is  obfcurcd  andidaff 
kereil  by  the  want  of  a  good  caufe,  without  which  no 
in  the  eye  of  truth  and  reafon,  before  God  or  man,  can 
juftified. 

Lord/^or?^. .  Lord  iVbr/^  ^regretted  that  he  found  himfelf  obliged  tode? 
viate  fomewhat  from  his  intentions,  .to  fay  nothing  cooceni?i 
ing  the  juftice  or  policy  of  the  American  war.  The  honimt- 
rable  gentleman  over  the  w*iy,  had  attempted  to  fully  laureb 
which  he  had  hoped  would  be  above  the  power  of  detra£Hofti 
Lord  Ccrnwaliis  was  fighting,  and  fighting  not  5gainft,  bsb 
for  his  country.  Nor  had. his  conduft  been  in  any  degrfS 
iiiconfjftent.  f^e  had  proieftcd  againfl  carrying  on  cocr^ 
c:ivc  mtrafures  againft  America,  as  long  as  he  conceived  tilt 
Aaieriran's  injured  by  fuch  mcaluits.     But  as  foon  as  Great 

Briuia 
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itain  gave  up  the  point  of  taxation,  and  made  other )eral 
Dccflions,  it  was  confident  in  Lord  Cornwallis  todr  his 
ord  againft  thofe  whom  juftice,  and  more  than  juftlccDuld 
t  fatisfy,  and  who  had  leagued  themfelves  with  thavc- 
"iCc  enemies  of  this  countrjr* 

Hcfaid,  he  muft  remind  the  honourable  gentleman  the 
litical  Icntiments  on  this  fuhjeft  of  the  Earl  of  Cham, 
10  would  have  been  moved  with  the  greareft  indignaii  at 
tidca  of  giving  up  the  dependency  of  America  on  thisun- 
^,  although  he  was  not  a  ft  lend  to  American  taxatio  He 
(crved  that  Earl  Cornwallis:  was  not  a  foldier  of  fune, 
under  any  temptation  to  fcek  in  war  the  advancent  of 
iDtereft.  He  had  left  the  comforts  of  a  liberal  fonc  to 
jue  his  life,  and  undergo  many  toils  in  war,  to  fc  his 
intiy^  and  perhaps  to  a  view  of  perfonal  reputatio  but 
epatation  wtll  dcferved,  being  founded  on  fervicef  the 
:ateft  importance  to  his  country.  He  hoped  that^  ho- 
arable  gentleman' would  be  the  only  man  in  the  Ho  who 
iM  oppofe  the  motion. 

Mr,  fPlIkes  defired  it  to  be  underflood,  that  he  tocver  Mr.  mika. 
9'Lord  Cornwallis  was  a  foldier  of  fortune  ;  he  |  only 
1^-  that  after  profeffions  of  a  contrary  difpofitiorie  had 
iW'n  faisiword  againft  the  liberties  of  his  country  mj 
Sit  CBariis  Bunlury  faiii,    that  the  honourable  geman  ^ir  Chtrin 
iobad  madethemotion  had  wiflied  ardently  for  ujmity.  ^••^-T^ 
t'wiihed  that  the  motion  had  been  conceived  in  otjterms. 
If  Cornwallis  might  be  thanked  for  doing  his  ^  as  an 
her,  without  any  motion  being  made  of  the  caufewhich 
liabilities  were  exerted,  in  the  fame  manner  thatkrtifaa 

Et  be  applauded  for  performing  his  part  well,  t^h  the 
Q  of  the  architect,  of  which  his  work  formelparr, 
t  ht  condemned.  Why  was  not  Sir  Henij)linton 
hnked  immediately  after  the  rcduftion  of  Charieivn  ?— 
pfidoot  ieem  a  great  mark  of  refpefl  to  that  gen a)fficer, 
niefer  a  vote  of  thanks  to  him,  until  he  was  oionally 
prn  into  the  lift  of  meritorious  officers,  when  tls  were 
mri  to  others. 

Lord  Beauchamp  moved  that,  by.  way  of  amendrt  to  the  Lord  »««- 
llkw,  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  (houd  be  give  >  Vice '**'»'/• 
loiiral  Arbuthnot,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  uld  be 
JWl'lo  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  The  Admiral  had  Cibuted 
!4hare  towards  that  conqueft,  and  there  were  cdents, 
f^  it  was  cuftomary  to  thank  the  Admiral,  as  as  the 
iwral,  when  any  fucceis  was  owing  to  the  join  eraiion 

of 
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ofoth  army  and  fleet,  as  in  the  cafe   of  the  redudiol 
Qbec  in  the  laft  war. 
Sir  jrfcpb       rjofeph  Mawbcy.     Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  not  in  the  Ha 
'^'Uibey,     W.1  ihe  honourable  gentleman  made   his  motion  for  dd 
tar  Henry  Clinton,  and  the  Earl  Cornwallis,  whichi 
pcaded  originated  with  him  from  the  purefl  motives.  11 
ne  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  and   an   honourable  giarii 
III  near  me,  has  talked  much  of  the  glory    and  importM 
ohe  viAory  at  Camden  ;  if,  in  any  thingi  fhall  fajOBi' 
fud,  I  fhould  be  thought  to  depreciate  and  deny  thatdA  j 
aithat  importance,  I  hope  no  gentleman  will  belieT^  \\tm  ^ 
an^vill  to  the  noble  Lord,  for  whofe  charader  and  abiliB  j, 
I  te  the  highcft  refpcft.  r 

hink  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  fhould  never  be  gi?eakl 
on  cafions  the  moft  important ;  when  a  vi£Vory  hai " 
obtied,  which  has  been  followed  by  confequences  thci—  g 
coilerable  and  beneficial ;  they  will  lofe  their  value  viH  ^ 
giv<on  light  and  trivial  occafions.     The  viftory  of  OM  ^ 
den,n  my  poor  opinion,  is  deferving  of  no  particular  im  ^ 
tionoiii  this  Houfe  ;  and  1  verily  believe,  the  noble  bS  ^ 
himif  would  not  wifli  to  have  the  thanks  of  Parliameotfl  ^ 
fuch  viftory.     When  fome  honourable  friends  of  minehM  ^ 
move  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  to  our   late  Speaker,* 
Fictcjr  Norton,  I  did  not   vote,  becaufe  they  appeaitlf  ^ 
me  tCic  unprecedented  and  improper.     Can   any  mulf  | 
lieve,  hat  thanks,  as  in  that  cafe,  oppofed   by   moretM  ] 
two-fibs  of  the  Houfe,  refleft  any  honour  on  that  ge 
man  ;  b  far  from  it,  that  I  am   perfuaded,  that  he  hii 
mull  yfli  that  queftion  had  never  been  agitated.     Thct 
of  Paiiament  fhould  come  with  unanimity  to  be  vali 
I  thiniivith  the  Poet,  that  Praife  undefci  ved  is  cenfure  U 
gttlfe.   [c  is  impoflible  the  prefent  motion  Ihould  meet 
generalconcurrcnce. 

If  W5  believe  the  American  account  of  the  battle  of 
den,  tleir  left  wing  and  centre,  compofed  of  militia, 
away  at  the  very  firft  fire,  and  only  a  few  regular  continc 
troops  oppofed  for  a  fhort  time  the  whole  Britifh  army* 
A  vidlory  over  troops  who  did   not  fight,  is  not  of  a  ftit 
call  for  the  thanks   of  Parliament.     That  at  Bunker^i-r 
was  a  moft  gallant  bnfinefs,  becaufe  it  was  obtained 
troops  who  made  a  brave  refiftancc,    and  who  were  i 
from  their  various   intrenchments,  one  after  the  p|:hcr, 
great  ilaughter.     The  viSory  at  Camden  is  not  cnarikcd 
any   material  confequences.    Lord  Cornwallis  liiinfeUf.' 


A.  1780.  DEBATES.  ijl 

the  enemy  were  upwards  of  5000  in  number,  and  he  makes 
the  killed  and  priionert  not  quite  2000 ;  fo  that  3000  men 
efcaped,  difperfed,  and  fcattered  indeed,  but  which  in  all 
probability  at  this  time  compofe  an  army,  with  confiderable 
rc-inforcements,  fufficient,  under  General  Gates,  to  drive 
Lord  Cornwailis  back  towards  Charles-Town.  If  the  viftorv* 
at  Camden  only  affords  minifters  a  pretext  for  another  year  s 
continuance  of  this  unfortunate  war,  begun  in  folly  and 
vrickednefs,  and  conduced  on  their  part  by  incapacity,  neg- 
lig^nce,  or  trtrachery,  I  fliall  coniider  it  as  a  ferions  cala- 
inity  :  in  my  poor  opinion  no  viftory  can  be  important  that 
is  hotdecifive  in  America.  Whatever  procraftinates  a  war, 
^hich  I  verily  believe  muft  end  in  the  allowance  of  American 
independency,  muft  in  itfelf  be  a  ferions  evil. 

From  the  moment  an  account  arrived  of  this  battle,  the 
minifterial  writers  were  bufily  employed  in  fabricating  ex- 
trafis  of  letters  from  Bofton,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia, 
Written  all  in  London,  painting  difcord  among  the  Americans, 
and  infinuating  dsfefiion,  which  never  exifted  but  in  their 
own  imaginations  ;  by  fuch  means  the  deluded  people  of  this 
country  are  to  be  reconciled  to  the  farther  profecution  of  this 
calamitous  and  unfortunate  war. 

There  was  a  time  when  minifters  might  have  ended  this 
unfortunate  war  with  credit.  The  Atbericans  wanted  only 
to  be  put  in  the  iituation  they  were  in  oefore  the  year  1763. 
But  unconditional  fubmifGon  was  then  the  cry,  ana  Governor 
Penn*8  petition  was  rejected  with  contenrnt.  Commiffioners, 
when  it  was  too  late,  were  fent  out,  emnng  terms  lefs  ad* 
vantageous  for  this  country  :  but  it  was  impomble  the  Ame* 
ricans  could  confide  in  any  aflurances  given  by  the  fame  mi- 
nifters, from  whom  all  their  calamities  originated,  more  es- 
pecially after  the  breach  of  aiTurances  contained  in  Lord 
xlillfborough's  famous  letter. 

I  have  uniformly  oppofed  the  American  war,  and  all  the 
fteps  that  led  to  it,  from  principle.  I  thought  it  unjuft  in  its 
commencement,  and  I  obje£t  to  it  now  on  the  ground  of  in- 
eiepediency.  Is  there  a  man  that  will  gravely,  and  with  an 
unembarraiTed  face,  affert  in  this  aftcmbly,  that  he  thinks  we 
can  cotMtier  America,  aflifted  as  jhe  now  is,  by  France  and 
Spain  ?  Will  either  of  the  noble  Lords  over  the  way  affert  it  ? 
Will  Lord  Cornwailis  come  to  this  Houfe,  after  his  arrival  in 
Etighind,  and  allert  It  f  I  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  the 
good  ifenfe,  and  honour  of  the  noble  Lord,  to  believe  that  he 
wilf.  General  Grey  told  us  a  contrary  ftory :  and  an  honourable 
ToL.XVm.  A  a  ^ttT.. 
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gentleman  [Sir  John  Wroitefley]  a  member  of  our  own,  told 
us,  after  fcrving  two  campaigns  in  America,  that  it  was  iin-. 
poffible  for  this  country  to  fubdue  that,  even  though  the  20 
or  30,000  Ruffians  that  were  talked  of,  had  been  fent  to  affift 
us  :  and  he  has,  though  conne£lcd  with  the  heads  of  admini- 
llration,  voted  ever  fince,  very  much  to  his  honour,  againft 
the  continuance  of  the  American  war.  Why  do  we  carry  on 
the  war  without  any  hopes  of  fuccefs  }  The  people  of  this 
country  i:re  opprellcd  by  the  decline  of  trade,  and  the  enor- 
mous taxes  laid  upon  thciiu  Every  year  will  add  to  thofe 
diftreffes.  The  people  feel  and  murmur.  The  noble  Lord 
in  the  blue  ribband  feems  infenfible  of  their  fuflFcrings.  I 
know  there  is  a  general  difcontent :  if  the  war  conlioues 
much  longer,  national  bankruptcy  will  take  place,  and  the 
cpnfequences  muft  be  ferioully  alarming. 

If  ambition,  if  avarice,  prompt  the  noble  Lords  over  the 
way  to  continue  in  office^  would  to  God  that  ambition  and 
avarice  could  be  gratified  without  their  country's  ruin  !  Let 
them  have  finecure  places  and  reverfions  for  themfelvei, 
their  wives,  and  all  their  children.  Let  the  crown  give  them 
new  honours,  red  ribbands,  blue,  or  green.  Let  them  be 
aflured  of  this  bifhopric,  and  that  auditorfliip,  provided  we 
can  get  rid  of  them  as  ilatefmen.  Let  them  have  any  thing, 
let  them  be  any  thing,  rather  than  in  a  fituation  to  complete 
the  ruin  of  their  country. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  motion  of 
thanks  has.faid,  that  he  drew  it  originally  in  the  prccife 
terms  ufed  in  thanking  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  in  1746. 
Does  he  then  liken  the  battle  of  Camden  to  the  Duke's  vic- 
tory over  the  Scotch  rebels  at  Culloden  ?  There  never  were 
two  a£lions  more  diilimilar  :  the  one  extinguifbed  a  rebellioo, 
the  objeft  of  which  was  to  overturn  the  conftitution  and  re- 
ligion of  this  country,  and  to  diveft  the  Houfe  of  Hanover 
of  the  throne ;  the  other  was  in  confequence  of  a  war  begun 
in  injuftice,  and  the  battle  has  been  productive  of  no  material 
efFe£ts« 

Let  me  inform  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  cenfure  on 
the  undeferving,  is  as  neceiTary  as  thanks  to  the  merjtorioai| 
for  the  promotion  of  military  difciplixie,  and  honourable  at- 
chievement ;  and,  I  hope,  he  will  proceed  to  enquire  intode* 
merity  wherever  it  may  be  found  in  the  fervice. 

Report  fays,  we  are  fpeedily  to  have  amojng  us  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  who  has  been  convi£ted  by  one  court  martial  of 
bringing  a  malicious  and  ill-founded  charge  againft  his  com- 
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manding  officer,  and  has  been  found  guilty  of  negleft  of  duty 
by  another. 

[Here  a  cry  of  order  ran  through  the  Houfe ;  and  the  fpea- 
kerfaid,  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  not  yet  a  member  of  the 
Houfe,  and  therefore  he  hoped  Sir  Jofeph  would  not  bring 
His  name  into  debate  irregularly.] 

Sir  Jofeph  refumed,  and  faid,  I  am  obliged  to  you,  Sir, 
feryour  caution  and  advice.  I  have  faid  nothing  of  that  gen- 
tleman I  will  not  fay  to  his  face  :  I  have  no  prejudice  againft 
him,  but  what  hasarifen  from  the  fafts  ftated  and  proved  in 
the  printed  trials,  which  every  gentleman  may  have  in  his 
power  to  perufe.  But,  Sir,  he  has  neglefted  his  duly,  and 
has  brought  a  malicious  and  ill- founded  charge  againft  his 
commanding  officer ;  notwithftanding  which,  he  has  ?ately 
been  promoted  to  the  government  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  a 
place  to  which  he  could  have  had  no  pretcnfions  from  rank 
and  ftanding  in  the  fervice,  if  his  condu£t  had  not  been  ex- 
ceptionable, as  I  think  it. 

1  fhall  probably  be  told,  that  the  court-martial,  in  affixing 
on  his  accufation  the  epithets  malicious  and  ill-founded,  exceed- 
ed their  jurifdiftion,  and  that  he  was  acquitted  by  the  other 
court-martial.  The  latter,  indeed,  acquitted  him,  but  nei- 
dier  unanisnoufly  nor  honourably,  after  finding  him  guilty  of 
negleft  :  the  other  court-martial  did  not  exceed  the  ufage  and 
prafticein  like  cafes,  which  is  the  law  of  courts  martial.  In 
the  year  1757,  or  1758,  Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  then  at 
Antigua,  brought  a  charge  againft  Sir  Thomas  Pye. 

[Here  the  Speaker  called  Sir  Jofeph  to  order,  as  deviating 
from  the  queftion.  '  Mr.  Fox  fupported  Sir  Jofeph,  and 
Ihewed  clearly  that  nothing  could  be  more  orderly  than  to 
talk  of  the  delinquency  of  one  Admiral,  when  the  queftion 
related  to  the  thanking  of  another.  Mr.  Rigby  fupported 
the  Speaker,  and  called  Sir  Jofeph's  a  dull  narrative ;  which 
expreffion  immediately  called  up  Mr.  Townfhend,  who,  with 
great  warmth  and  eloquence,  attacked  Mr.  Rigby  for  his 
nngentleman-likc  and  illiberal  refleftion.  After  the  Speaker 
and  Mr.  Rigby  had  again  fpoken.  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey  pro- 
ceeded^] 

I- am  inclined.  Sir,  to  doubt  at  leaft  of  my  being  right, 
fihtn  you  tell  me  I  am  wrong ;  and  though  it  would  not  be 
di£Bcult  to  go  on  in  a  way  perfeftly  confiftent  with  order,  I 
Ihall  not  proceed,  as  I  find  it  objeaionable  to  one  part  of  the 
Houfe.  As  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  charge  of  duUnefs, 
if  becomes  not  me  to  fay  much  on  that  fubjeft ;  I  know  how 
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little  qualified  I  am  to  cnterttin,  but  I  fpcak  from  principte 
and  genuine  opinion.  The  honourable  gentleman  poffc^ 
in  a  i'uperior  degree,  the  faculties  ncceUary  to  afford  enter*  , 
tainment;  and  though  I  am  feldom  conrinced,  I  am  pleafid 
by  his  orations,  which  are  always  lively  and  diverting.  I 
oppofe  the  motion  of  thanks  for  the  reafons  I  have  befovc 
flated;  and  more  particularly  becaufe  I  think  General  Pre* 
voft,  Admiral  Barrington,  and  others,  equallv  entitled  t# 
them  for  their  military  condu£t.  You  will  caft  a  fligmaoi 
thofe  ofHcers,  if  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  not  given  t9 
them  ;  perhaps  at  this  late  hour  it  were  better  to  give  nooci 
and  therefore  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  withdraw 
his  motion. 
Mr.  Rigfy.  Mr.  Rigby  thanked  the  Speaker  for  the  polite  manner  ia 
which  be  had  conveyed  his  cenfure.  Henceforward^  he  iaidi 
there  will  be  no  fuch  thing  to  be  heard  of  as  duUoeft  is  ths 
Houfe  of  Commons.  DuUnefs  had  taken  her  flij^t  for  ever 
from  the  Houfe,  and  on  a  very  fingular  oocafion.  He  wis 
going  on  in  this  ftrain,  when  Sir  Joieph  Mawhey  feemed  in- 
clined to  rife  again  to  fpeak.  ButJ  am  afraid,  faid  Mr^ 
Rigby,  that  I  am  growipg  dull,  I  will  therefore  fit  dowfl|  ^ 
until  the  Houfe  refumes  its  brilliancy. 
Mr.  Sbai'  Mr.  SberiJan  obferved,  that  Mr.  Coke  had  exprefled  U 
i*u  earneft  defire  that  this  motion  might  pafs  unanimoufly,  thoHBgjk 

be  knew  that  there  were  in  .that  Houfe  difierent  defcription 
of  men,  who  could  not  afient  to  a  vote  that  feemed  ta  inplv 
a  recognition  or  approbation  of  the  American  war.  If  » 
many  were  to  be  included  in  this  vote  of  thanks,  why  exclude 
any  who  had  an  equal  title  to  the  applaufe  of  the  Houfe,  wtlfc 
thofe  particularized  in  the  motion  ?  Why  not  tbank  General 
Prevoft,  for  example,  for  his  vi^ory  over  the  enemy  at  Sa^ 
vannah  ?  A  viAory  that  had  laid  the  foundation  of  the  foo- 
cefsatCharles*Town,  which  led  the  way  to  that  atCaiii» 
den? 

He  hoped  diat  a  motion  would  not  be  objeded  to^  to  think 
General  Prevoft,  that  the  vi&ory  gained  by  him  was  a  vido- 
ry  only  over  the  French.  Mr.  Sheridan  aiked  farther,  why 
the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  bad  not  been  voted  to  Sir  Hcnty 
Clinton,  imn^diately  on  the  arrival  of  the  fuccefs  at  Cfaarki- 
Town  ?  And  what  muft  be  the  feelings  of  that  general  officcTi 
when  he  refieded  that  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  were  voted  to 
him  only  la  cooiequen^e  of  a  refolution  to  thank  £aii  Cora- 
wallis  ? 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Sheridan  apologized  to  Mr.  Rigbjr  for  not  anftrcring 
fiome  things  that  had  fallen  from  hinit  in  the  fame  lisdicroua 
ftraioy  in  which  he  chofe  to  view  every  thing,  except  -what 
fobted  immediately  to  his  own  intereft.  In  his  own  opinion 
there  were  foine  things  too  ferions  for  ridicule,  and  the  quef- 
itioa  before  them,  if  ever  any  queftion  did,  merited  a  feri- 
cus  and  grave  difcuifion.  He  acknowledged  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  a  fund  of  drollery  and  humour,  but  he  liked 
Sis  ingenuity,  his  humour,  and  his  counfels,  better  than  his 
political  arguments. 

Mr.  Courunay  thought  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  (ide  of  Mr.CMrt^ 
|;he  Houfe  might  vote  thanks  to  the  eallant  officers  propofed  ^* 
ns  objects  of  their  gratitude  and  praiie,  without  any  icruple 
arifing  from  any  opinion  concerning  the  juftnefs  or  expedi- 
ence of  the  American  war,  when  they  confidered  that  it  was 
inf  importance  to  this  country  to  maintain  aad  even  promote 
tbe  honour  of  the  Britifh  name. 

.  When  they  confidered  that  LorrI  Corowallis  had  faved  the 
lives  of  a  whole  army,  ready  to  be  fwallowed  up  by  fo  nume- 
jrovs  a  foe,  by  the  wifdom  of  his  difpofitions,  as  well  as  the 
generous  ardour  which  his  noble  example  infpired  into  the 
troops :  if  among  the  Romans,  he  was  rewarded  with  a  civic 
^own  who  faved  the  life  of  a  fingie  citizen,  how  much  more 
4ocs  he  deferve  a  tribute  of  praife  who  favts  the  lives  of  thou* 
'^nds  t  Beiidest  the  Americans  were  the  allies  of  France,  and 
every  wound  that  was  given  to  America  ailefited  the  Houfe 
s>f  ftourbon. 

He  had  not  oow  refpe£k  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  but  to 
t}ie  prefent  fiate  of  it*  He  confidered  not  what  had  been^ 
pnt  what  in  reality  was,  and  what  was  likely  to  be.  He  com- 
pared thofe  politicians,  who  were  perpetually  murmuring 
labput  the  beginning  of  the  war,  to  the  ideot  who,  accuftomed 
to  hear  at  certain  hours  a  village  dock,  through  the  mere 
fierce  of  habit  and  the  afibciation  of  ideas,  oontirmed  tocount 
the  hours,  at  the  proper  periodical  times,  after  the  clock 
luui  gone  to  decay  or  was  broken  in  pieces.  He  touched 
oo  the  fubje£t  of  the  perfonal  altercation  between  Mr.  Rigby 
and  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbe^  in  this  manner:  dnllnefs,  with  the 
beft  intentions  to  be  brilliant,  is  often  unavoidable.  A  pig,  it 
is  (aid,  never  attempts  to  fwim^  which  is  the  next  thing  to 
fiMUring,  without  cutting  its  throat.  Again,  it  is  faid,  that 
^Q  eel  fwims  fafter  in  mud,  though  it  has  no  fins,  than  6(hes 
fbat  hjiye.    He  applied  to  fomething  that  a  cbemift  told  him, 
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concerning  a  prcpai'ation  of  lead,  which  though  cold,  -heavy, 
and  foporific,  had  a  poifonous  and  malignant  quality. 
Mr.  F«M.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  it  had  been  very  well  obierved  by  hii 
honourable  friend  [Mr.  Sheridan]  that  there  were  fome  thingi 
too  ferious  for  bufFoonry,  and  the  fubjeft  before  them  he 
conceived  to  be  of  this  kind,  and  had  expcfled  that  it  wonU 
have  been  ferioufly  treated  even  by  thofe  who  feldona  treated 
with  ferioufnefs  any  thing  elfe.  With  regard  to  the  merit  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  mimflers,  after  all  their  encomiums,  had 
greatly  under-rated  it :  for  the  only  fruit  of  the  taking  of 
Charles-Town  was  to  throw  that  able  officer  and  the  troopi 
under  his  command  into  a  iituation  of  great  peril,  from 
which  he  had  extricated  them  with  amazing  ability  and 
bravery. 

.  On  this  point  he  dwelt  with  great  ingenuity,  placing  it 
in  a  variety  of  lights.  He  afked  what  were  to  be  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  the  reduftion  of  Charles-Town, 
and  the  vi£tory  at  Camden  ?  And  whether  the  ttianks  of  the 
Houfe  would  have  been  refufed  had  they  been  propofed  to  Sir 
William  Howe,  after  the  viftory  on  Long  Ifland,  Bunkei'i- 
Hill,  Brandy  wine,  or  on  his  taking  New- York  or  Philadd- 
phia }  Or  would  they  have  been  refufed  to  another  general| 
on  his  taking  Ticonderoga }  Such,  he  prefumcd,  would  be 
the  viflories  for  which  the  Houfe  was  to  offer  thanks.  He 
allowed  the  merits  of  the  officers  now  in  queftion,  but  he 
made  a  diftindion  between  thanks  and  praife.  He  might 
admire  their  valour,  but  he  could  not  feparate  the  intention 
from  the  adion;  they  were  united  in  his  mind;  there  they 
formed  one  whole,  and  he  would  not  attempt  to  divide  theau 
He  would  not  vote  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  any  admiral|. 
while  the  navy  of  England  was  in  fuch  bad  hands.  He  al- 
ledged  that  miniftry,  diffatisfied  and  chagrined  with  the 
thanks  that  had  been  given  to  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  had  takea 
this  method  of  depreciating  their  value.  He  alked  where 
they  were  to  ftop,  and  why  thanks  were  not  voted  to  thcf 
whole  navy  and  army  ? 

The  fame  men,  who  had  fomented  the  rebellion  in  t745» 
feemed  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  American  war,  Thc^ 
wifhed  to  fubdue  the  liberties  of  England  by  firftfubduing 
thofe  of  America ;  and  the  vote  of  thanks  moved  for  this  day 
is  in  thisfpirit,  "  You  thanked  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  for 
conquering  us  in  1745,  now  we  have  an  opportunity  of  re- 
taliating the  infult,by  thanking  Sir  Henry  Clinton  <and  Lord 
Cornwallis  for  conquering  you. 

Mr. 
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.  Mr.  Jdam  bbfervcd,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Fox,  that  in  the  Mr.  Jdsm. 
time  of  the  war  of  the  fucceffion,  thanks  had  been  voted  to 
tbe  Duke  of  Marlborough,  though  the  war  was  unpopular,  in 
jvhich  his  great  talents  were  exerted.  Who  would  have 
thought  of  confidering  the  viftories  at  Rofbach  by  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  and  at  Minden  by  Prince  Ferdinand,  asdifad- 
vantages  to  this  country,  though  the  German  war  was 
iconfidcred  by  many  as  ruinous  thereto?  Was  ever  fuch 
ilsinguage  held  by  any  opiK){ition  as  is  held  by  the  prefent  ? 
Mr*  Adam  defcribed  the  courage  and  firmed  conftancy  of  Earl 
Cprnwallis,  who  never  once  thought  of  yielding  to  the  enemy 
in  9ny  iituation,  however  alarming,  but  ftretched  our  a  line 
of  two  thoufand  and  fix  hundred  men,  with  moft  undaunted 
kod  magnanimous  courage,  in  oppofition  to  a  front  of  feven 
dioufand. 

Sir  F.  BafTct  thought  it  the  duty  of  an  ofEcer,  who  fa- 
irjficed  to  hisflation,  part  of  the  liberty  of  a  Britifh  fubjeft, 
•o  obey,  without  referve,  the  orders  of  the  King.  Sir  George 
Savile  demanded  an  explanation  of  thefe  words,  and  obtained 
l:.  The  Solicitor  General  made  a  fpeech  in  fupport  of 
:1ie  motion,  and  of  the  juflice  and  neceffity  of  the  American 

Mr.  Fox  complained  that  the  learned  gentleman  had  dc-  Mr.  F««« 
alined  to  enter  into  a  difpute  concerning  the  American  war, 
>n  a  former  and  proper  occafion,  and  now  defended  it  when 
ic  knew  he  would  not  be  oppofed.  For  his  own  part,  he 
fliought  that  matter  was  not  before  the  Boufe  at  this  time ; 
but  he  threw  out  the  gauntlet  to  any  politician  on  that  fub- 
^^,  confiding  not  in  his  own  abilities,  but  in  the  goodnefs  of 
his  caufe. 

Sir  J.  Wrottefly,  Mr,  Byng,  Mr.  Martin,  Sir  George 
Vpngc,  Lord  Mahon,  Thomas  Townfhend,  &c.  alfo  fpoke. 

But  at  length  the  queftion  was  put,  and  the  motion,  with 
the  amendments  above  flated,  was  carried  without  a  divi- 
Eoa. 

November  28. 

A  motion  being  made  to  bring  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  fupply, 

Mr.  Hujey  rofe,  and  complained  of  the  preference  and  Mr.  J/«/y. 
partiality  mewn  to  one  branch  of  the  public  fervice,  and 
that  not  the  mofl  important.     He  faid,  the  amount  of  the 
vftimates  of  the  army  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  on  Friday, 
^ith  the  amount  of  the  eftimate  of  the  ordnance^  yet  to  be 
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voted,  the  voce  of  credit,  and  the  amoont  of  the  cxtraofA* 
naries  of  the  army,  (which  the  right  hononrabte  ffentlcffla 
would,  he  ioppofed,  bring  to  the  Houfe  after  ChnftaiaSi  m 
ufual,)  all  added  together,  would  conse  nearly  to  the  amoac 
of  ten  niillioni,  a  fam  infinitely  too  large  for  that  Houfe  ID 
vote  for  die  fingle  fervice  of  the  army,  without  hearing  kxat 
faci»faftory  account  how  it  was  to  be  applied*  This  coat- 
try  was  attacked  by  the  moft  powerful  confederacy  that  ewr 
yet  had  taken  up  arms  againft  her;  and  if  any  thing  could 
give  us  fafety,  it  muft  be  our  having  a  more  powerful  i^ 
than  our  enemies ;  how  was  that  deiirable  objeA  attempted 
by  his  Majefty^s  minifters  ? — ^In  a  letter  publilhed  laft  yetf 
by  a  member  of  that  Houfe,  it  was  ftated,  that  the  number 
of  Teamen  employed  by  us,  had  encreafed  from  96,000  tt 
98^000,  but  it  was  at  the  fame  time  acknowledged,  that  die 
number  of  feamen  employed,  upon  the  aggregate,  by  ott 
enemies,  was  much  greater.  Why  was  this  ?  If  this  country 
could  only  be  faved  by  her  navy,  and  he  believed  no  mini' 
fler  would  be  hardy  enough  to  deny  this,  or  to  contradiA 
what  had  been  fo  well  afTerted  by  a  noble  Lord  in  hia  fpeeck 
the  preceding  day,  viz.  '^  that  an  honourable  peace  coaU 
only  be  hoped  for,  by  our  deftroying  the  marine  of  France,* 
it  ought  to  be  the  firft  objeft  of  minifters,  to  encreafe  Mi 
ilrengthen  the  navy,  and  not  to  do  it  by  driblets,  not  bf 
adding  2000  men,  but  to  add  an  effeftual  increafe  immeit* 
ately.  Mr.  Huffey  faid,  he  faw  this  matter  in  fo  ftrone  i 
point  of  view,  that  nnlefs  he  received  fatisfaAion  upon  wt 
head,  he  would  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  moving,  ihll 
an  additional  20,000  men  be  voted  for  the  navy.  Having 
faid  this,  he  went  into  a  coniideration  and  reply  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  fecretary  at  war  on  the  24th,  declaring 
that  he  confidered  the  prefent,  but  as  an  adjourned  debater 
He  called  to  the  recolle£tion  of  the  Houfe,  the  great  difi* 
cultics  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  to  be 
in  the  way  of  the  recruiting  fervice,  and  which,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  affigned  as  a  reafon  for  his  pun 
of  oeconomy,  in  reducing  the  number  of  men  in  the  old  leri- 
ments  to  56  per  company*  1  he  right  honourable  genoe' 
man  had  faid  he  could  not  get  recruits  for  the  old  corps,  and 
therefore  he  reduced  their  complements.  What  was  tbii^ 
bat  confeffing  that  our  refources  of  men  were  neariy  niU 
up,  and  having  recoorfe  to  a  plan  of  necelfity  in  the  begiB- 
ning  almoft  of  this  War,  which  we  had  not  been  driven  ti> 
adopt  till  juft  upon  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war  ?  This  was  a 
3  tnelancholf 
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melancholy  confideration  for  that  Houfc,  and  fof  their  con- 
)lituents  to  whom  it  held  out  no  hopes,  no  profpeft  of  this 
♦ountry  being  able,  either  in  point  of  finance  or  refource,  to 
^Id  oat  with  France,  Spain,  and  America  much  longer. 
|cie  feid,  he  remembered  two  years  ago  the  right  honourable 
gentlenian  had  come  down  to  that  Houfe,  triumphantly, 
lUid  had  faid,  we  had  at  that  time  a  greater  land  force  thaa 
iuiy  na.tion,  even  Rome  itfelf,  was  ever  known  to  poffefs.  - 
!For  this  immenfe  army  an  immenfe  expence  had  been  in- 
cprred,  it  was  fair  therefore  for  him  to  recur  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  triumphant  argument,  and  to  alk 
ivrliat  had  been  the  atchievements  of  this  vaft  army  ?  What 
\k^  l\iej  done,  and  what  had  the  people  to  look  to  for  their 
inoney  ?  Having  argued  this  point  for  fome  time,  Mr.  Hulley 
riipeated  his  dcfign  of  moving,  that  an  additionr.l  20,000  men 
3e  voted  for  the  navy  (ervice  ;  and  after  declaring  that  it  was 
incumbent  on  that  Houfe  to  conlider  the  army  eftimatcs, 
|nd.fee  if  they  could  apply  the  money  more  osconomically. 
Pi:  to  a  more  eflTenaal  fervice,  he  concluded  with  moving, 
•*  'That  the  report  be  recommitted." 

\     Sir  Philip  Jennings  CUrke  faid,  he  rofe  to  fccond  the  motion.  Sir  Vbmp 
He  thought  now  as  he  had  thought  laft  year,  when  he  moved  ^^^^^^'^^ 
pie'  Houfe  for  that  purpofe,  that  the  monthly  returns  ought 
Iq  be  laid  on  the  table,  previous  to  the  Houfc'^  agreeing  to 
&ptc  fuch  a  large  additional  fum  for  the  army  fervice.   Their 

E*  nftituents  had  a  right  to  know  how  their  money  was  dif- 
lied  of,  and  for  what  it  was  paid.  He  would  therefore  not 
rely  fecond  the  motion,  but  move,  by  way  of  amendment, 
|hat  the  report  be  recommitted  till  the  monthly  returns  of 
Ihc  army  were  laid  on  the  table. 

.  The  Speaker  told  Sir  Philip,  that  a  motion  having  been 
Uiade  to  recommit  the  report,  that  muft  be  firft  difpofed  of, 
before  any  queflion  of  amendment  could  be  put. 

Sir  Philip  then  faid,   he  would  at  prefent  only  fecond  his 
honourable  friend's  motion. 

Mr.  Jenklnfon^  Secretary  at  War,  next  rofe,  and  faid,  he  l^r.  7»«- 
{hould  at  all  times  be  glad  to  give  the  Houfc  every  f«tisfac-  *'">''• 
tion  in  his  power.  That  v/ith  regard  to  the  navy  of  En- 
gland, the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  could 
not  feel  a  move  anxious  defire  to  pufli  it  to  the  utmoft,  and 
give  it  every  pofliblc  affiftance  than  he  did.  He  was  con- 
(clous  it  was  the  natural  and  the  bcft  force  that  this  country 
could  rely  on  for  proteftion  and  defence.  So  fully  aware 
viras  he  of  this,  that  if  he  ihonght  the  voting  ihe  number  of 
•    Vol.  XV ill,  B  b  men. 
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men,  agreed  to  in  the  committee,  for  the  uCc  of  the  land  fcr- 
vicc,  would  diminifli,  check,  or  lefTcn  the  number  of  fcameo 
to  be  obtained,  he  (hould  be  to  the  full  as  averfe  to  agrceiiq[ 
to  the  report  as  the  honourable  gentleman.  Even  if  m 
thought  it  would  take  away  a  man  from  the  navy,  he  (hoold 
not  approve  of  the  report.  But  as  he  was  convinced  of  the 
neceffity  of  our  having,  under  the  prefent  circumflancci  of 
affairs,  a  powerful  land  force,  as  well  as  a  powerful  navy,  and 
as  he  knew,  that  the  voting  the  cftimates  would  not  in  the 
leaft  prejudice  the  navy,  he  certainly  fhould  approve  and  fup- 
port  the  agreeing  to  the  report.  Gentlemen  teemed  not  to 
be  aware  that  a  great  part  of  the  army  ferved  as  marines  00 
board  the  fleet,  and  that  in  faft  by  voting  that  army,  thejr 
were  voting  affiftance  to  the  navy.  Exclufivc  of  this,  furclf 
it  needed  not  many  words  to  prove  the  abfolute  nece^ty  of 
our  having  a  refpedable  land  force. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded  to  his  having  tail- 
ed of  the  large  army  we  had  two  years  ago,  when  he  hadpro- 
pofed  an  augmentation  of  the  companies  ;  it  was  very  true. 
We  had  then  upon  the  eftimates,  and  under  the  calciilaQoo 
of  the  amount  of  the  force,  when  the  regiments  were  foil, 
according  to  the  augmentation  propofed,  a  very  large  aAny; 
but  that  augmentation  had  never  been  completed.  He  had 
at  the  time  brought  in  a  bill,  which,  as  he  mentioned  to  the 
committee,  he  had  flattered  himfelf  would,  when  pafled  into 
a  law,  have  effcftually  afHfted  the  army,  by  coercing,  »" 
it  were«  the  recruiting  fervice.  That  a£i,  as  he  had  bcfoie 
faid,  did  not  operate  exa£lly  as  he  had  expefted  it  would  dOi 
It  promoted  other  fervices,  but  it  had  not  proved  of  any  grot 
benefit  to  the  army.  It  was  therefore  becaufe  recruits  for  the 
old  corps  were  not  eaiy  to  begot,  that  be  had  formed  the  plan 
of  reducing  the  companies,  and  not,  as  fbme  gentlemen  had 
fuggefted,  becaufe  he  had  any  preference  for  new  levies.  He 
repeated  what  he  had  faid  the  other  day  ;  he  thought  the  fill- 
ing up  of  the  old  corps  the  matter  moft  to  be  wifhed  for.  It 
was  undoubtedly  the  beft  way  of  recruiting  the  army,  aiui 
ought  always  to  be  preferred  to  any  other  way.  But  at  pit- 
fent,  tbe  neceility  of  affairs  called  for  men;  men  muftbe. 
raifed  at  any  rate,  and  as  they  were  to  be  got  eafier  for  the 
new  corps  than  for  the  old  ones,  neceility  made  it  wifdom  to 
accept  fuch  offers  for  new  levies,  as  were  made  upon  con- 
ditions leaft  unreafonable  in  themfelves  and  moft  advanta- 
geous to  the  public.  Some  gentlemen  had,  in  their  zeal  to 
fill  the  old  corps,  advifed  an  increafe  of  levy-money.     Gco- 
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tiemen  who  ufcd  this  argument  were  not  perhaps  aware, 
that  if  five  pounds  were  added  to  the  prefent  five  pounds  al- 
lowed the  army,  it  would  not  ftill  come  up  to  the  price  given 
for  recruits  by  the  gentlemen  who  undertook  to  raifc  the  new 
corps,  or  for  militia  fubftitutes.  And  if  the  army  levy-mo- 
ney was  incrcafed,  it  would  only  enhance  the  market  price 
of  militia  fubftitutes,  for  undoubtedly  their  price  would  en- 
creafe  in  proportion  ;  for  they,  as  gentlemen,  muft  clearly 
fee,  would  always  give  more  than  the  army  could  afford 
to  give.  As  the  cafe  ftood,  he  lamented  as  much  as  any 
gentleman,  that  there  was  a  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  re- 
cruiting fcrvice ;  but  he  was  very  far  from  imputing  that,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  luggefled,  to  the  failure  of 
bur  refources  of  men.  He  knew  from  the  great  cafe  and  the 
Thort  time  in  which  the  new  corps  were  raifed,  there  were 
mail  enough  to  be  had,  but  it  fo  happened  that  the  army  was 
not  fo  favourite  a  fervice  as  the  navy.  Having  fpokc  fome 
time  on  this  fubjed,  he  took  notice  that  the  honourable  gen-  ■ 
tieman  had  alked,  what  had  been  the  atchievements  of  the 
Vaft  army  that  this  country  had  maintained  for  fome  time 
paft  ?  If  gentlemen  confidered  the  nature  of  the  war;  i£  ther 
teflefted  on  the  very  powerful  confederacy  in  arms  againft 
us,  how  extenfive  and  widely  fprcad  over  the  face  of  the  earth 
the  pcffcflions  of  this  country  were,  he  fliould  imagine  that 
it  would  neither  appear  that  the  army  had  been  ufelcfs,  or 
that  it  had  done  but  little.  He  fliould  imagine  when  it  was 
confidered,  that  we  had  fuffered  no  efl'ential  lofs  the  whole 
campaign,  that  we  had  neither  toil  an  army,  a  fhip,  nor  an 
sfland,  that  on  the  contrary  we  had  rather  gained  upon  our 
enemies,  and  that  our  army  had  been  fignally  viAorious  in 
North  America,  gentlemen  would  be  of  opinion  that  much 
SDore  than  could  have  been  expefted,  under  the  unufual  and 
alarming  fituation  in  which  we  flood,  had  been  atchieved  ; 
and  that  ihe  events  which  had  taken  place  argued  very  forci- 
bly not  only  the  fuccefs,  but  he  begged  to  add,  the  wifdom  of 
his  Majefly's  councils.  Exclufive  of  this  retrofpeft  of  af- 
fairs, he  faid  it  muft  be  urged,  in  proof  the  great  utility  of 
our  having  a  refpeAable  land  force,  that  it  was  by  means  of 
the  army  at  New  York,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  fo  long 
been  able  to  keep  General  Wafliington  at  bay,  and  was  now 
enabled  to  keep  both  General  Wafhington's  forces,  and 
the  armv  which  the  French  had  fent  to  Rhode  Ifland, 
under  Monfieur  Rochambeau,  at  bay  likewife.  It  was  by 
ineans  of  our  haviog  a  refpedable  land  force  in  mofl  of  our 
B  b  2  iflandsy 
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iflands,  that  we  were  able  to  prevent  the  enemy,  when  they 
wcrcfupcrior  to  us  at  fca,  from  attacking  them,  till  our  fleet 
could  come  to  their  affiftance.     Obferving  that  his  exprcf- 
fion  qf,  *'  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy  at  fca,"  had  caught  the 
cars' of  tlie  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  he  faid,  that  undoubt- 
edly in  a  war  like  the  prefent,   in  which  the  enemy  had  it  in 
their  option  where  to  make  the  attack,  they  would  fonietimcs 
be  fuperior  at  fea  in  particular  places,  and  thai  was  unavoid- 
able.  At  the  fame  time,  though  they  were  obvloufly  upon  the 
watch  to  difcover  where  we  were  moft  weak  and  moft  vulner- 
able,  it  was  a  circumflancc  which  refleftcd  great  honour  on 
fninifters,  and  afforded  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  utility  of  the  ar- 
my, that  they  had  not  found  one  part  of  the  Briti(h  poffeffioni 
that  appeared  to  them  fo  unguarded  as  to  invite  them  to  ha- 
fsard  an  attempt.    The  Secretary  faid,  he  was  unwilling  togo 
into  an  argument  on  the  American  war,  he  would  therefore 
juft  touch  upon  that  topic ;  he  then  flighily  alluded  to  it,  and 
juftified  it  on  what  he  called  the  old  conftitutional  principles, 
and  at  length  concluded  with  a  declaration,   that  he  would 
readily,  anfwer  any  queftions  that  might  be  alked  of  him, 
Rt.  Hon.T.      Right  Hon,  71  Tvivnfhend  rofc  next,  and  in  a  pretty  long 
lownpend.  fpeecH  v^eut  again  over  the  fame  ground  that  he  had  taken  on 
the  24th,  relative  to  the  partiality  fhewn  to  the  new  corps, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  augmentation  propofed  to  be 
made  to  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Fullanon  and  Humber- 
fton,  the  reafon  for  which  he  called  upon  the  noble  Lord  ia 
the  blue  ribband  to  explain,     Mr.  Townflicnd   reprobated 
the  management  of  the  army  in  general,  and  fpoke  of  the 
fencibles,  which  he  faid  were  fomething  worfe  than  militit| 
bccaufe,  though  they  were  objcftionable  on  the  fame  ground, 
viz,  that  they  could  not  be  employed  out  of  the  kingdom^ 
they  were  ftill  lefs  to  be  depended  on,  as  the  officers  were 
pot  obliged  to  be  qualified  in  the  manner  that  militia  officers 
were.    He  fpoke  alfo,  with  great  refentment,  on  the  inhuoia* 
nity  of  fending  out  new  raw  regiments  to  the  Weft-India 
ifiands,  and  faid  he  had  it  from  good  authority,  that  no  leii 
ihan  740  foldiers  died  at  St,  Lucia  in  a  very  few  months. 
Ipftead  therefore  of  attending  to  the  dccreafe  of  our  refources 
of  men,  minifters  were  wantonly  wafting  the  ftrength  of  the 
•  country,  and  fending  its  army  to  rot  in  unwholfome  climates, 
and  find  early  graves  in  the  Weft  Indies.     He  declared,  that 
althotigh  the  young  regiments  were  fent  to  the  Weft  Indict 
fo  long  fince,  their  camp  equipage  had  been  fent  out  only 
lately.     The  men  therefore  were  ,fubje£l?^J  to  the  fatality 
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ged  among  them,  by  being  expofed  without  co- 
the  inrlemencies  ot  the  weather.  He  replied  to 
fy  Ti*-  "War,  .iiid  laid  be  was  not  to  be  deceived  by 
gumcnts  of  one  man  in  office,  nor  by  the  delufive 
iDg  defcription  of  our  affairs  given  by  another, 
5  the  blood  and  treafure  of  this  country  were  ex- 
ith  a  rapidity  that  threatened  our  immediate  ruin, 
us  declaration,  that  we  had  efcaped  one  whole 
without  the  lofs  of  a  fhip  or  an  ifland,  carried  no 
his  mind,  becaufe  it  did  not  fhew  the  leaft  pro- 
icc;  nor  could  peace  be  expefted,  while  miniftcrs 

and  wickedly,  in  defiance  of  the  fenfc  of  the 
rfevered  in  that  accurfcd  American  war.  He  re- 
that  during  the  laft  war  a  great  miniftcr  had  de- 
'  jimericn  was  conquered  in  Germany  ;  the  expref* 
t  that  time  a  good  deal  laughed  at,  but  without 
>n  in  his  opinion,  becaufe  it  contained  great  good 
;reat  reafon.  Minifters  however,  now,  were  pur- 
^re  ablurd  maxim,  and  were  mad  enough  to  ima* 
'ranee  was  to  be  conquered  in  America.  An  idea 
:  ridiculous  nature.  They  themfclves  had  declared 
iprafticable,  A  noble  Lord,  the  day  before,  had 
\da  ejl  Carthago  ;  and  had  very  properly  pointed  out 
eas  to  be  done,  viz,  by  dcftroying  the  marine  of 
/hy  then  was  not  that  advice  followed  ?  Why  was 
can  war,  the  fource  of  ruin  to  this  country,  pur- 
ly  were  not  our  troops  and  fleets  withdrawn  from 
and  fent  againft  the  pofTeilions  of  our  natural  ene- 
mas our  having  an  army  in  America  that  kept  Mr. 
m's  army  together.  Recall  the  one,  and  the  other 
mtly  crumble  to  pieces.  He  called  the  American 
of  ambition  and  a  war  of  avarice,  and  that  of  the 
kind.  It  was  carried  on,  hefaid,  merely  for  mi - 
xtcnd  the  influence  of  the  crown,  by  giving  grants 
s  faft  as  it  was  obtained,  to  their  creatures.  He 
with  voting  for  the  recomnfiitment  of  the  report, 
that  the  efti mates  were  fallacious  and  falfe,  and 
[  that  Parliament  had  a  right  to  have  the  provin- 
voted  by  eftimate,  as  well  as  the  refl:  of  the  army 
a.    ' 

mh.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  alked,  why  LordiW/*, 
giments  of  Colonel  Humberiton  and  Colonel  Ful- 

been  propolcd  to  be  augmented  ? — He  would  tell 

•able  gentleman.     It  was  very  true,  that  laft  year 
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tliefe  two  regiments  were  railed  for  a  fpecial  fcrvicc,  and  that 
it  was  intended  to  fend  them  upon  that  fervice  immediately*, 
they  had  not  however  been  fent,  becaufe  the  idea  of  the  fer- 
vice went  off,  and  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  fend  20O0 
men  npon  it,  inftead  of  looo.  Now  he,  for  one,  had  been 
of  opinion,  that,  in  order  to  raife  the  additional  i OCX)  men, 
it  was  more  expedient,  and  better  for  the  public,  to  obUgC 
Colonel  Fullarton  and  Colonel  Humberfton  to  double  their 
number  of  men,  than  to  raife  new  corps.  This,  and  thii 
only,  was  the  reafon,  and  not  for  any  partiality  to  new  corps. 
He  was  as  fully  convinced  as  the  honourable  gentleman, 
that  k  was  much  wiler  to  endeavour  to  fill  up  the  old  corps, 
than  to  levy  new  ones.  He  had  always  thought  fo,  and  it 
was,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  early 
had  ftated,  from  the  difficulties  that  lay  in  the  way  of  the 
recruiting  fervice  of  the  army,,  and  on  no  other  account, that 
he  ever  confented  to  raife  new  corps,  for  he  was  ready  to 
acknowledge  in  the  fuUeft  manner,  that  new  corps  ought  n^ 
ver  to  be  countenanced,  but  when  from  circujmftancet  it 
became  meritorious  in  gentlemen  who  offered  to  raife  than 
to  make  fuch  offers,  and  convenient  to  the  public  that  thofe 
offers  Ihould  be  accepted.  The  honourable  gentleman  hd 
conjplained  of  the  fencible  regiments,  and  faid,  they  were 
fomething  worfe  than  militia.  Undoubtedly  they  were,  aod 
for  the  very  reafons  the  honourable  gentleman  had  affigned,* 
but  then  gentleman  fhould  confider,  that  there  were  only 
three  fencible  regiments  in  the  kingdom,  that  thefc  three  ^ 
were  raifed  in  a  moment  of  emergency,  when  this  country 
was  not  only  threatened  with  an  invafion,  but  when  an  IB- 
vafion  was  aftually  meditated  and  intended.  That  danger 
he  thanked  God  was  now  over,  and  he  believed  France 
would  not  very  foon  adopt  the  fame  idea.  Gentlemen  fliouli 
confider  alfo,  that  the  officers  of  the  fencible  regiments  were 
entitled  to  no  half-pay,  and  had  only  rank  for  the  time  they 
were  employed:  he  faw,  therefore,' no  very  great  liann  in 
thefe  regiments,  though  no  more  were  likely  to  be  raifed  ^ 
upon  a  fimilar  plan.  With  regard  to  voting  the  provincial 
corps  ferving  in  America  by  eflimate,  he  had  not  the  finaUeft 
objcftion,  if  Parliament  chofe  to  vote  them  in  that  manner; 
but  he  believed  it  was  much  better  for  the  public  to  rote 
them  as  they  were  now  voted,  and  to  leave  the  conda£l  and 
number  of  them  to  the  commander  in  chief.  The  public,  he 
could  affure  the  Houfe,  paid  only  for  the  effeftives,  who  were 
fubjcft  to  ftoppagcs  for  cloaths,  &c.  juft  the  fame  as  the  rc^ 

gular 
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;ular  army*  Another  thing  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
aken  notice  of,  was,  the  withdrawing  our  troops  from  Ame- 
ica*  In  reply  to  this,  his  Lordfbip  faid,  he  did  not  meaa 
O  go  into. a  long  difcourfe  upon  the  American  war  juft  then, 
ihough  he  had  fo  often  fpoke  his  mind  upon  that  fubjed,  that 
le  had  not  the  lenft  ohjedion  to  difcufs  the  argument  fully  at 
iny  time.  He  had  always  thought  the  war  juft  and  nccefl'ary. 
A.  war  into  which  this  country  was  obliged  to  go.  He  was  a 
little  aftonifhed  however  to  hear  it  called  a  war  of  ambition  ! 
What  ambition  ?  The  ambition  of  whom  ?  He  was  fure,  he 
fot  one,  had  no  ambitious  view  in  it  whatever;  and  if  this 
country  was  at  any  time  engaged  in  a  war  in  which  the 
crown  could  have  no  objed,  and  no  particular  intcreft  of  its 
own,  the  American 'war  was  that  war.  It  was  a  war,  as 
gentlemen  well  knew,  commenced  and  profecuted  in  defence 
of  the  juft  rights  of  Parliament !  a  war  originating  in  the 
claim  of  a  very  moderate  exercife  of  a  rightwhith  no  maa 
woold  deny  was  inherent  in  the  conftitution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain!  The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen had  faid  the  fame,  "  Abandon  the  Americans  j  with- 
draw your  fleets  and  armies.''  Would  gentlemen  recommend 
this  now,  when  we  had  a  fair  profpeft  of  recovering  the 
Anncrican  provinces  ?  Would  they  abandon  all  our  poft'eflions 
in  America  ?  Would  they  abandon  thofe  loyalifts,  and  leave 
them  to  the  mercy  of  Ccngrefs,  who,  relying  on  the  good 
Faith  of  Great  Britain,  had  claimed  her  protection  ?  But 
gentlemen  faid,  '*  withdraw  your  fleets  and  armies  from 
America,  and  attack  France  and  Spain  !**  Did  gentlemen 
imagine  then,  that  if  we  took  this  advice,  we  mould  not 
have  Monfieur  Rochambeau  and  General  Wafhington's  army 
to  fight  elfewhere  ?  Would  they  remain  idle  ?  After  arguing 
in  this  manner  forfome  time,  his  Lordfhip  concluded. 

General  Burgoyne  fpoke  next,  and  began  with  denying  that  Gen.  l«r. 
there  was  the  leaft  oeconomy  in  voting  a  reduftion  of  the  £«;«'• 
old  corps.  He  faid,  that  when  the  money  was  voted  for  an 
augmentation,  and  that  augmentation  could  not  be  ob.ained, 
the  public  were  no  lofers,  if  the  miniftcrs  of  the  war  depart- 
ment did  their  duty,  and  made  the  army  agents  make  up 
their  accounts  properly.  He  mentioned  what  had  been  Mr. 
Grenville's  conduft  in  this  particular,  and  declared  that  he 
got  back  a  great  deal  of  money  from  the  agents  for  the  pub- 
lic. Inftead  of  raifing  new  corps,  he  alked,  why  was  not  three 
pounds  added  to  the  levy  money  of  the  army  ?  men  enough 
might  be  got  for  eight  pounds.     But  for  the  paltry  fum  of 
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30,0001.  the  army  was  fufFered  to  moulder  away,  till  at 
iength  we  fhould  have  no  regiments  left  that  were  worth 
any  thing,  or  fit  for  aftual  fervice.  He  complained  of  the 
very  great  negleft  and  injuftice  with  which  the  regiments, 
now  prifoners  in  America  under  the  Saratoga  convention, 
had  been  treated.  He  faid,  let  the  weight  of  that  convention 
fall  ever  fo  heavy,  he,  and  he  only,  ought  to  bear  it ;  he 
was  ready  to  anfwer  for  his  wliole  conduft  at  any  time,  but 
the  regiments  now  fo  Ihamefully  deferted  wer-e  as  gallant 
regiments  as  ever  took  the  field  on  any  occafion,  or  in  any 
country.  That  the  omitting  to  infert  them  in  the  augmen- 
tation plan  of  1778  was  fcandalous ;  that  not  the  leaft  notice 
had  been  taken  of  the  officers,  notwrthftandmg  fo  many  new 
corps  had  been  raifed  and  given  to  Colonels  Stanton,  Hum- 
berfton,  Keating,  and  FuUarton  ;  gentlemen  who  might  be 
extremely  refpeclable  in  their  private  charafters,  but  who 
had  no  military  pretenfions  to  promotion.  He  faw  indeed  in 
laft  Saturday's  Gazette,  the  names  of  fome  few  of  his  officers 
promoted  by  brevet ;  but  that  was  a  flender  return,  a  flight 
amends  for  all  their  fufFerings.  He  faid,  to  his  knowledge, 
the  army  were  univerfally  difgufted  at  command  being  given 
to  fuch  men  as  had  lately  got  it.  He  appealeJ  to  a  nobk 
Lord,  whether  a  humble  and  decent  remonftrancci,  or  ra- 
ther a  reprcfentation  of  the  hardfhip,  had  not  been  formally 
lent  over  from  the  Weft  Indies.  He  could  impute  the  par- 
tiality which  was  fo  apparent  in  the  army  promotions,  to  no- 
thing but  a  define  to  garble  the  army,  for  purpofes  inimical 
to  the  conftltutional  rights  of  the  fubjeft.  He  alked  whatit 
was  that  Charles  the  Firft  did^  previous  to  his  attemps  toeteft 
his  prerogative  into  arbitrary  power,  but — garble  his  armY? 
What  did  James  the  Second  do  for  the  fame  purpofe — garble 
his  army  !  He  had  been  bread  a  foldier,  and  he  loved  and  ho- 
noured the  profeffion  ;  but  he  defied  any  man  to  fay,  that  he 
had  ever  faid  or  done  any  thing  which  fhewed  the  leaft  incli- 
nation to  promote  fo  unconftitutional  an  idea  as  a  ftaoding 
^rmy.  He  had  before  mentioned  it,  and  he  hoped  to  God 
an  etiquiry  would  be  inftituted  m  that  Houfe  into  the  bad 
life  that  was  made  of  the  army  during  the  late  fummer,  when 
under  pretence  of  preventing  riots,  the  army  was  employed 
in  th^  moftvunconuitutional  manner,  with  a  power  of  afting 
'  independent  of  the  interpofition  of  the  civil  magiftrate.   The 

General  defcribcd  fome  of  the  foldiers  as  having  themfelvcs 
•been  rioters,  and  when  they,  came  to  be  examined  as  delin- 
quents, 
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quenUy  claimed  the  authority  of  tnagiftracy.    The  General 
was  for  the  recommitment. 

The  Secretary  at  War  rofc  again,  and  explained  fome  mat-  The  Stcrt^ 
fsra  which  had  been  adverted  to  in  the  courie  of  the  debate.  ^^'' 
He  particularly  repeated,  that  he  did  not  think  our  refources 
<lf  men  exhaufted,  from  the  great  readincfs  and  eafe  with 
which  recruits  were  obtained,  particularly  where  the  regi* 
ments.  were  provincial  regiments,  or  regiments  that  bore  the 
mines  of  particular  places.  He  mentioned  the  Innilkilling^ 
ud  fome  others,  which  were  always  recruited  with  great 
fafe.  He  alfo  mentioned  Lord  Percy's  regiment,  which, 
though  it  came  home  but  in  September,  he  had  that  day  re- 
ceived a  return  from,  ftating  that  they  had  already  got  aoo 
men.  The  Secretary,  in  anfwer  to  General  Burgoyne's  ar- 
guments againft  the  (sconomy  of  the  redu£tion  plan,  and 
vefpefting  the  recovery  of  money  out  of  the  hands  of  army 
igoitiji  iaid,  Mr.  Grenville  had  an  iniinite  deal  of  trouble 
^get  the  money  back,  nor  could  he  efFe£l  it,  before  he  had 
sppqinted  three  commiflioners  to  infpcdt  the  agent  accounts^ 
viiQy  being  men  of  great  ability  and  integrity,  had  at  length 

Et  through  the  bufinefs.  With  regard  to  the  oecononiy  of 
\  reduAion  plan,  there  certainly  was  oeconomy  in  prevent- 
ing an  advance  of  the  pubjic  money,  more  eipecially  whea 
intifreft  miift  be  paid  for  every  fliilling  advanced.  Bolides, 
WOney  once  ifTued,  is  not  eadly,  as  he  had  before  mentioned, 
got  back  again ;  and  public  money  furely  is  moft  fafe,  when 
t^  public  nave  it  in  their  own  pofTeiHon. 

Sir  George  Howard  reprobated  the  idea  of  preferring  new  SirC7«r£« 
«0Fpt  to  filling  up  the  old  regiments,  as  unmilitary  and  de-  ""^^'^ 
tiiaicntal  to  the  fervice.  He  faid,  he  had  feen  repeated  in- 
4«pce9  of  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated,. 
soUtivc  to  the  fuperior  eafe  with  which  fome  regiments  were 
iiecruited  to  what  others  were.  He  declared,  he  had  for- 
merly 9n  old  regiment  of  foot,  which  was  always  recruited 
QQt  of  Somer&tlhire,  and  never  tried  for  recruits  elfewherc 
d^QPther  regiment  which  he  ftated  was  called  the  Yorkfhire 
xcgiment,  and  always  recruited  in  that  county.  A  third, 
t^e.  Lancafliire  regiment ;  and  a  fourth,  the  Edinburgh  re- 
giment, and  fo  on.  He  faid,  he  remembered  to  have  been 
Eefent  at  a  converfation,  wherein  the  late  Duke  of  Cumber- 
od  (who  had  done  as  much  for  the  army  as  ever  man  did, 
9jxA  whofe  name  he  fhould  always  mention  with  refpc£t  and 
booonr)  had  declared  he  wiflied  to  try  in  Parliament  to  get 
rid  of  the  recruiting  fervice  altogether  :  he  thought  it  a  dif- 
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grace  to  the  army,  and  a  fatigue  and  trouble  to  the  officers, 
who  were  obliged  to  undertake  it  in  turn.  The  Duke's  idea 
was,  that  each  county  fhould  have  one  or  more  regiments  of 
its  own,  fuch  as  the  Middlefex  reginnent,  the  Eifex  regiment, 
and  the  Surrey  regiment,  &c.  &c.  the  men  not  to  be  eniifted 
for  life,  but  during  a  war,  or  at  other  times  for  a  limited 
period  ;  and  when  recruits  were  wanted,  that  a  requifitioa 
Ihould  be  made  to  the  county  fcffion  to  fumifh  them.  Sir 
George  faid,  he  told  the  Duke  that  fuch  a  law  would  partake 
of  the  nature  of  an  imprcfs  aft  in  its  operation,  and  therefore 
would  be  objefted  to,  but  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  convinced 
him  of  its  equity  and  prafticability.  Sir  George  advifed- 
minifters  never  to  employ  young  corps  fingiy,  but  always  to 
mix  and  fupport  them  with  old  regiments. 

Mr.  Byng,  ^f^  5y/jt^  complimented  Sir  George  as  an  ornament  to  hit 
profeflion,  and  added  farther  arguments  againft  favouring 
new  corps,  by  ftating  how  unfit  for  fervice  they  had  proved 
in  Germany  laft  war.  He  condemned  the  trufting  an  expe- 
dition of  fo  much  importance  as  to  require  aoo®  men,  to 
two  raw  regiments,  under  the  command  of  young  aud  unex- 
perienced lieutenarit  colonels.  Mr.  Byng  faid,  a  general  of 
approved  fkill  and  valour  ought  to  be  at  the  head  <^  fuch  an 
expedition. 

Wt,  super,  '^x.  Sloper  advifed  pafling  an  aft  to  impower  the  regulars 
to  recruit  out  of  the  militia,  as  a  matter  which  would  at  once 
remedy  every  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  recruiting  fervice, 
and  give  the  army,-  as  it  ought  to  have,  a  decided  fuperiority 
over  the  militia. 

Lord  Lord  Mahon  complained  of  agitating  fo  important  a  quc& 

MMhott.  ^j^jj  jj^  f^  ^jjji^  ^  Houfe,  and  declared  he  never  would  vote  for 
a  fupply  to  carry  on  the  American  war,  or  before  miniften 
had  explicitly  declared  their  intentions  as  to  the  future  coa- 
duft  of  the  war.  His  Lordfhip  proved,  that  the  population 
of  this  country  was  decreafed  to  the  amount  of  one  million 
eight  hundred  thoufand  within  the  laft  90.years.  His  Lord- 
fhip took  his  calculation  at  the  ratio  of  five  people  to  a  houfe; 
on  this  he  built  an  argument  againft  the  American  war,  con- 
tending that  by  the  wife  meafure  of  Congrefs,  March  18, 
the  Americans  had  bought  up  their  debt  at  two  and  a  half /^ 
cent,  and  were  therefore  ,frefh  and  ready  to  go  on  ;  France 
%\(o  had  impofed  no  new  burthens  on  her  fubjefts,  and  was 
rich  in  refources,  while  Great  Britain  was  almoft  exhaufted 
))pt}i  of  men  and  mopeyf  In  ^nfwer  to  the  Secretary  at  Wai^ 

arguno^Ol 
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argument  that  we  had  loft  nothing  laft  campaign,  his  Lord- 
ihip  afked,  if  Rhode  Ifland,  the  beft  harbour  in  America, 
was  nothing  ? 

Lord  George  Germain  faid,  it  was  true  that  fuch  a  reprefen-  I»«l  ^^j 
tation  had  been  tranlmittcd  to  him.  That  it  complained  of  ^*''*«*' 
gentlemen  \/ho  had  been  long  in  the  fervice,  having  provin- 
cial officers  fent  to  command  them  ;  that  he  had  laid  it  be- 
fore his  Majefty,  and  by  his  Majefty's  order,  referred  it  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief;  that  he  had  received  it  back  with 
his  anfwer,  and  fhould  tranfmit  the  anfwer  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies the  firft  opportunity.  His  Lordfhip  juft  added  a  few 
words,  in  reprobation  of  the  idea  that  this  was  a  war  of  am- 
bition. 

Sir  George  Savile  having  faid,  he  looked  on  that  day  as  the  Sir  Get^ 
fit  day  to  confidcr,  not  to  detail,  but  the  totality  of  the  ^"^'''^ 
argument  refpeftiog  our  future  profpefts  with  regard  to  the 
war  and  the  ufe  of  the  army,  entered  upon  that  fubje£t,  and 
among  other  matters  defcanred  on  the  recruiting  orders  now 
iflaed,  one  of  which  he  produced  and  read,  making  a  com- 
ment, by  way  of  turning  it  into  ridicule,  as  he  proceeded. 
It  appeared  from  it,  that  the  general  ftandard  for  recruits 
was  to  be  five  feet  five,  but  the  officers  were  inftrufted  to 
take  a£live  men  at  five  feet  four,  and  growing  lads  of  fixteen 
at  five  feet  three.  Sir  George  faid,  by  this  latter  inftruftion, 
lie  fliould  have  imagined  that  the  purport  of  the  order  was, 
for  the  officers  to  get  children,  and  not  to  procure  men  to 
recruit  the  army.  In  confequence  of  thefe  orders  children 
were  enlifted,  who  were  fcarcely  able  to  ftand  under  their 
arms. 

.  Mr.  Martin  read  a  ftiort  entraft  againft  the  American  Mr.  il/^r- 
war  from  Mr.  Burke's  Addrefs  to  the  Eleftors  of  Briftol.        'j"* 

At  length  the  Houfe  divided,  when  the  numbers  were, 
ayes,  for  committing  the  report,  37  ;  noes,  108.  The  re-* 
port  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  report  was  as  follows : 

That  39,666  efFeftive  men,  commiffion  and  non-commif- 
fioned  officers,  including  4213  invalids,  be  employed  for  the 
land  forces  for  1781. 

That  1,490,7741.  be  granted  for  maintaining  the  faid  men. 

That  1,488,9271.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  forces  in  the  garrifons  at  Minorca,  Gibraltar,  the  plan- 
tations, &c.  for  1 78 1. 

That  42,9271.  be  granted  for  the  pay  of  general  and  gene- 
ral-ftaff  officers. 

C  c  a  ,  That 
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T&at  56,0741.  be  gra'ntcd  for  the  pay  of  five  Hanovcrnffl 
battalions  ferving  in  Gibraltar,  in  Britifh  pay. 

That  13,4721/be  granted  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  of  the   1 
Landgrave  of  Hcffe  Caflel,  in  ditto. 

.    That  39,5971.  be  granted  for  the  pay  of  two  re^ihentsKHf 
Hanau,  in  ditto. 

That  17,4981.  be  granted  for  one  regiment  of  the  trbopi 
of  WaldeA,  in  ditto. 

That  93,9471.  be  granted  for  the  pay  pf  403  3  of  the  troofft   \ 
of  Brunlwick,  rn  ditto. 

That  39,6471.  be  granted  far  the  pay  of  the  troops  of  the 
Margrave  of  Brandenburgh,  in  ditto. 

That  16,6301.  be  granted  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  of  tlifc 
Prince  of  Anhalt  Zebft,  in  ditto. 

That  49,3731.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  charge  of  pro- 
vifions  for  the  foreigh  troops  ferving  in  North  America,  for 
1781. 

That  6463).  be  granted  for  the  pay  of  the  trobps  of  Ae 
Prince  of  Heffe,  in  Britifh  pay,  not  before  provided  for. 

That  27,6831.  be  granted  for  the  charge  of  artillery  for 
the  foreign  troops,  in  Britifli  fervicc. 

That  672,4571.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  chaise  of  tlw 
militia  in  South  Britain^  and  four  regiments  of  fencibles  in 
North  Britain. 

That  99,6791.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  expenceof' 
pay  and  cloathing  for  the  militia  for  1781. 
November  29. 
Thc^at.  The  Right. Hon.  Tlomas  Town/hend  moved  for  accounts •€£ 

^own&end.  ^^'  ^^^  flaff  and  flag  officers  and  pofl:  captains  employed  in  h» 

Majefty*s  fervice.     This  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Colonel  Colonel  Barre  intimated  his  intention  to  move  for  aniic» 

£arrt.  count  of .  the  army  in  North  America,  and  other  foreign  Set- 
tlements belonging  to  Great  Britain,  containing  the  number 
of  troops,  and  diftinguifhing  their  refpe&iVe  ftations,  at  die 
beginning  of  this  current  year. 
Lord  iV#r/^.  Lord  North  reprefented  the  impropriety  of  making  fteh  a 
motion  when  the  Secretary  of  War  was  notprefent.  Colonel 
Barre  deferred  this  motion. 
Colonel  Colonel  £arre  moved,   that  accounts  be  laid  before  this 

4/arre.  Houfe  of  all  the  exports  and  imports  of  Great  Britain  fiHok 
the  year  1773,  inclufive,  diftinguifhing  the  places  froiii 
which  the  imports,  and  to  which  the  exports  were  trader 
This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Cdonel , 
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Colonel  Burre  then  mored,  that  the  exports  and  imports  of 
ytar  1780  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  wliich  motion  was 

jigrieed  to. 

j.ord  AfahoH  rofe  t)p)  and  fatd,  that  he  had,  In  the  courfe  Lnrd  Kfw 
aft  night*«  debatte,  troubled  the  Houfe  with  his  ientimentfe  ^* 
a  fubjefi:  Whbrh  ht  thought  alarming,  namely,  the  rapid 
reare  of  population  in  this  kingdom.  What  he  had  ad^- 
ced^  tvas  founded  on  the  beft  evidence  that  it  had  been  in 
piotirer  to  procure,  and  the  evidence,  as  far  as  it  went,  waft 
J,  but  infome  refpefts  it  was  incomplete. 
'Pipers  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  about  two  years  and 
lalf  ago,  containing  a:ccounts  of  the  houfes  paying  taxes^ 
'alfo  of  thofe  that  did  not  pay  taxes  within  the  kingdom, 
thence  allowing  a  certain  number  of  fouls  for  each  houfe^ 
ht  be  formed  foiYie  edimates  of  the  number  of  inhabitaat% 
Stcait  Britain.  But  th^  papers  did  not  contain  any  dat6 
0vhich  we  might  inveftigate  the  caufe  of  the  dccrcafe  of 
utation,  or  find  out  a  remedy  for  that  evil :  for  they  did 
dcfcribe  the  fituations  of  diffefcht  towi^s  ahd  villages  witk 
eft  to  commerce  ;  they  did  not  mark  whether  the  placed 
:  had  encrealed  ordecreafed  in  populoufnefs  were  marftimc 
bland,  manufafturing  or  agricultural ;  nor  did  they  aiFotxl 

ground  for  calculating  whether  there  were  not  fome 
^es  that  had  encreafed  fo  much  in  numbers,  as  to  itiakt 
the  deficiencies  in  others.  He  therefore  moved,  **  That 
re  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  a  particular  account  of  the 
nber  of  houfes  and  cottages  charged,  chargeable,  difcharged 

not  charged  with  the  dirties  on  houlies  and  windows, 
h  inhabited  and  uninhabited,  within  that  part  of  Great 
tain  called  England,  in  Wales,  the  Town  of  Berwick  upon 
'^d  ;  and  alfo  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  ; 
ifiguifbing  all  the  counties  in  which  they  lie  (and  with 
>c&  to  houfes  fituated  within  any  city  having  not  lefs  tha« 
>  houfes,  diftinguifhing  alfo  the  faid  city)  and  Itkewifc 
inguilhing  the  fcvcral  clafles  of  "houfes  as  they  are  affeffed, 

pay  to  the  duties  on  houfes  and  windows  for  <iach  year, 
nn  the  beginning  of  the  year  of  1^50  to  the  year  1779  in- 
ivcly. 

The  Houfe  then  refolving  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply, 
i.  Ord  took  his  feat  at  the  table,  when 

iir  Charles  Cocks  (clerk  of  the  ordnance)  rofe,  and  in  the  SWChartit 
al  manner  opened  the  eftimates  of  tbeexpencc  of  the  ord-  ^^^'' 
IC0,-  for  the  year  1781,  under  the  three  heads  of  ordnance 
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ordinary,  extraordinary,  and  unprovided  fervices.  Sir  Charlei 
went  into  a  long  and  circumftantial  detail  of  the  charges  iih. 
curred  and  ftated  under  each  feparate  head,  from  whmicek 
appeared  that  upon  the  whole,  there  was  a  confiderable  exccii 
over  the  eftimates  of  the  laft  year,  which  he  endeavoured  % 
account  for,  by  declaring,  that  a  very  great  part  of  theexpj 
ceding  was  occafioncd  by  charges  incurred  ia  17791  the<i^' 
mands  for  which  were  not  made  at  the  ordnance  board  tillaj-,^ 
tcr  the  delivery  of  the  laft  year's  cftimates.  in  the  coorfcflG 
his  fpeech,  Sir  Charles  defcanted  on  the.feveral  caufi^forlE 
large  an  eftimate,  ftating  the  fortificatioas  at  Gibraltar,  ttt 
great  demand  for  ordnance  of  all  kinds  in  confequence  of  thi 
various  fervices  of  the  war,  the  works  carrying  on  at  Poit^ 
mouth  and  at  Chatham,  the  expence  of  the  l^e  encaropniMi 
near  town,  the  number  of  veflels  belonging  to  the  board  oif  .* 
ordnance,  which  were  employed  in  the  navy,  and  a  varictf  :'*^ 
of  other  matters.  Sir  Charles,  before  he  fat  down,  faid^  tM^ 
fuch  had  been  the  care  and  affiduity  of  the  noble  Lord  wb; 
preiided,  and  the  reft  of  the  board,  that  ahhough  his  Majrf» 
ty's  arfen^ls  and  magazines  were  formerly  left  in  a  mifcnbk 
ftate  of  unprovifion,  they  were  now  full  of  ftores  of  cveqf^ 
kind,  and  fo  much  was  ready  at  Woolwich  and  elfewbo^^ 
that  he  would  venture  to  fay,  let  the  demands  of  the  enfmi 
year  be  what  they  might,  the  ordnance  office  was  fufficientlf 
prepared  to  anfwer  them  immediately. 

Captain  ATinchln  afked,  if  the  6oooI.  charged  in  theeftir| 
mate  for  Plymouth,  was  all  that  was  fpent  on  the  new  W( 
there  out  of  the  ,20,oool.  voted  for  that  fervice  laft  ycirjj 
and  if  fo,  where  were  the  remaining  14,000!. 

Sir  Charles  Cocks  in  reply  faid,  he  believed  the  whole 
that  20,oool.  was  expended,  and  that  the  6000I.  now  chai^ 
was  for  expences  incurred  over  and  above  the  20,oooK  volrf, 
laft  year.  .! 

IVlr.  Sawlridge  complained  of  the  artillery  drivers  being  dr 
lowed  half  pay.  As  their  duty  when  employed  was  labqpTt 
he  thought  they  ought  not  to  have  any  pay  but  when  thq( 
were  employed.  .    : 

Sir  Jofeph  Mawhey  aflced,  why  the  office  of  Infpefi:or  Qh 
neral  of  the  iron  ordnance  was  continued  \  He  conceived i^ 
to  be  a  mere  finecure,  and  underftood  that  it  was  contriviDi 
folely  to  recompenfe  General  Defagulicrs  with 'a  falarjoC 
500!.  per  annum,  for  fome  ingenious  invention.  Tbatgtiit 
4  tkmiri 
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kman  being  dcad^  he  faw  no  manner  of  reaibn  for  conti- 
JBiag  lb  burthen  the  public  with  the  payment  of  the  falary. 
rSir  Cbarlis  Cocks  fatd,  the  office  was  not  a  finecure;  that  sir  Cbsri^ 
luieral  Defagulien  had  invented  an  inftrument,  by  which  ^^* 
K  truth  of  the  bore  of  every  piece  of  ordnance  was  afcer- 
tfaedy  previous  to  the  piece  being  proved  on  a  proof  day  ; 
1^  this  inftrument,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Infpedor  Gene- 
||1  of  the  iron  ordnance,  to  apply  to  each  piece  of  ordnance^ 
4  if  he  was  itl,  the  fire  mailer's  mate  did  the  duty,  and 
d  a  falary  of  8ol.  a  year  for  it,  which  was  well  deferved  by 
^captain  who  held  the  office;  he  being  as  good  an  officer 
maj  in  Woolwich  yard.     Sir  Charles  added,  likewife,  that 
|b:mace  was  not  a  new  one,  there  having  been  formerly  a 
tfqn  called  the  Tnfpefbor  General  of  the  brafs  ordnance, 
pofe  office  was  in  truth  a  mere  iinecure. 
tStrJoieph  was  not  fatisfied,   and  flill  argued  agalnft  the- 
lUttnuance  of  fuch  an  office. 
&;'Hic  firfl  queftion  was  then  put  as  follows  : 
K^  Refoived,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
B**  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  582,9291.  iis.  9d.  be  grant- 
Bio  his  Majefty  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  fervices 
prfbrmed  by  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice  for  the 

r  This 'was  carried,  and  afterwards  the  following  : 
^*'  That  a  fum  not  exceeding'447,1821. 4s.  6d,  be  granted 
iiiis  Majefly  for  defraying  the  cxpence  of  the  fervices  per. 
'^  led  by  the  office  of  ordnance  for  178c,  and  not  provided 
■^  Alfo- 

1,500,0001.  for  paying  off  the  exchequer  bills  of  the  laft 
a."     Andalfo 
'*  1,000,000  for  paying  off  exchequer  bills,  purfuant  to  a 
of  credit  of  the  lafl  leffion." 
Br*  •  November  30. 

^Colonel  Barre  mowed,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  CahSane, 

tonntsof  the  army  in  North  America  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
inguifhing  the  places  where  they  were  ftaiioned,  and  the 
""onal^  foreign,  and  provincial  troops,  in  November,  1779, 
tiding  to  the  returns   for  that  year   from  Sir  Henry 
Dton.  « 

Mr.  y^«/f««/S«  (Secretary  at  War)  faid,  that  for  his  own  Mr.  7#«. 
he  had  no  objeftlon  to  give  all  the  information  that  the  *'"/«*• 
rs  in  his  office  would  enable  him  to  give  ;  but  he  could 
ly  tell  in  general,  how  many  troops  were  under  the  com- 
Iftod  of  fuch  or  fuch  general  officers,  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 

GcRCiiV 
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General  Haldimand  in  Canada,  General  Vaughan,  and  Gf- 
neral  Ualling  in  the  Weft  ladies.     In  the  u^ean  time,  Lei4 
George  Germain  came  into  the  Houfc. 
Coloael  Colonel  Barrc  faid,  that  he  would  not  (aoye  for  any  p^pm 

Barrt.  that  might  give  information  to  the  enemy.  Encouraged  \f 
the  Secretary  at  war,  oa  a  former  day,  he  had  now  movol 
for  the  papers  fpecified  in  the  motion,  and  bad  confipedUi 
enquiries  to  an  old  date,  that  he  might  run  norifque  of  ioiiii 
l^is  motion.  The  diftribution  of  the  army  in  Novembv 
1779,  ^0^1^  ^^^9  though  exa£kly  knoy^n,  lead  to  a  knowlohi 
of  its  prefent  diilribution.  For  in  all  things,  but  efpcciaUf 
in  war,  there  is  a  perpetual  variation  of  circumftanci^s,  ml 
in  the  courfe  of  a  whole  year,  the  fta.tions  and  the  condiM 
of  every  part  almoft  of  the  army  muft  have  undei^one  grot 
viciflitude  and  alteration. 
Lorf  Ge9.  Lord  George  Germain  faid,  that  the  fituation  and  ilati  of 
Ctrmain,  ^}jg  army  in  November  1779,  accurately  defcribed,  wonU 
give  material  information  with  refpeft  to  its  prefent  ftatc;  ai 
there  were  parts  of  the  army,  particularly  thofe  forc9l  Alt 
were  Rationed  in  Nova-Scotia  and  Penfacola,  thatwfreil 
the  fame  fituation  now  in  which  they  were  twelve  mpocb 

ago. 

C^yBarre,  Coloncl  Barre  would  not,  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe,  try  Ul 
iftrength  againft  that  of  the  noble  Lord.  There  werefofct 
eifc6:ive  men  in  the  Houfe,  he  fjiid,  looking  aroQod  biiBy 
that  they  feemed  to  have  been  a  campaign  in  the  Weft-Indkii 
The  fiate  of  the  army  in  America  had  beep  laid  before  tkt 
Houfe,  on  occafion  of  the  Convention  of  Saratoga  in  iifli 
and  he  defied  miniftry  to  fay  that  any  bad  confequencc  M 
arifen  from  that  difcovery  ;  neverthelefs,  he  would  not  SSk 
pute  the  point  with  the  nobJe  Lord.  He  would  come  fo  te 
into  his  fentiments,  if  the  Houfe  would  give  him  leay^  W 
amend  his  motion,  as  to  leave  out  that  part  of  it  which  ff> 
quired  an  account  of  the  diftribution  of  the  troopi^. 

Sir  George        Sir  George  Savile  laughed  at  the  idea  of  refuting  to  giteii  ^ 

SsviU.  account  of  the  diftribution  of  the  troops  in  America,  leftii^  ^ 
formation  fhould  be  given  to  Mr.  Washington  ;  left  !&•  ^ 
Walhington  (hould  know  moce  of  it  than  the  tiouic-fli  |j[ 
Commons.  Wafhington,  he  prefumed,  needed  no  ioftttfl^  l 
tion  on  this  fubjeft.  Sir  George  thought  it  reafonable,-|klt  ^ 
they  who  gave,  or  who  were  forced  to  give,  fuch  exoihitiri  , 
fums  of  money,  fhould  be  very  particularly  informed  wi4  ' 
regard  to  the  objefts  to  which  it  was  applied.  ^ 

C6i.  Barre,  Coloncl  £«rr^  acknowledged  thejufticc  of  his  honourahh 
f;iend'«  reproaches..  He  might  juflly  have  flood  on. the  groan* 
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the  iiononrable  baronet,  on  that  ground  the  motion 
ifiblc.^   But,  faid   the  colonel,    I  defpaircd  of  being 
ring  gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe  over  to  it. 
id  may  try  if  he  can. 
t>rgc  Savile  faid  he  would  not  attempt  lU 
peorge  Germain  faid,  that   whatever  paffed  in  the  ^°^^  ^«"X* 
F  Commons  was  known  over  all  Europe,  as  well  as  ^"^'"*'"' 
al  Wafhington  and  the  Congrefs,     He  did  not  want 
oHd  to  know  theftate  of  the  Britifh  army, 
el  Barr6^8  motion,  amended  as  above,  was  carried 
1. 

lel  Barre  moved,  that  accounts  be  laid  before  the  Colonel 
•all  the loffes fuftained  by  the  army  in  North  Ame-  ^'"^'* 
the  Weft  ^Indies  by  ficknefs,  wounds,  defertion,  cap- 
)r  otherwife,  from  the  year  1J74  to  i779>  inclufive, 
fhing  the  regiments  on  which  they  fell,  and  the 
id  occafions  on  which  they  happened.  A  lift  of  this 
been  laid  before  the  Houfe  in  1777  ;  but  it  was  in- 
?,  as  there  were  no  returns  from  the  German  troops, 
»tion  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

id  Barre  moved,  that  accounts  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
c  troops  embarked  for  Americaj  according  to  the  em- 
n  returns  from  1777  to  1780  inclufive<  This  motion 
sed  t04 

kewife  moved,  that  accounts  of  all  the  men  raffed  and 
;d  in  the  land-fervice  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
g  twenty  thoufand  marines,  in  the  years  1777,  1778, 
id  1780,  the  fencibles  or  militia  of  Scotland  not  be- 
(ided^  be  laid  before  the  Houfe^  This  motion  was 
ted  to« 

Mlip  Jennings  Gierke  moved,  that  the  monthly  returns  sir  Pi:/> 
rmy  and  militia,  ferving  in   Great  Britain,  for  the  ^1^1'^''^' 
^ear,  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Beauchamp  faid  thdt  was  imprafticable,  neither  did  L"rc»  5m«-1 
require  it.  The  honour  of  the  commandihg  officer  ^^^^^ 
Loned  fufiicient^  The  honourable  gentleman's  motion 
to  involve  a  difhonourable  fufpicion  that  fome  tricks 
lyed  in  the  militia  regiments ;  if  io^  why  did  he  not 
It  ?  But  if  he  meant  to  ground  in  his  motion  fome  im- 
ent,  either  in  difcipline  or  oiconomy^  let  him  mention 
then  go  on  with  his  enquiries. 

^hilip  replied,  that  he  muft  firft  know  from  the  returns 
r  any  improvement  was  wanted. 

nel  Barri  refledting  on  the  great  ftrength  of  the  in-  Coionei 
lefence  of  this  country,   feventy-two  thoufand  men  ^^'''** 
.XVIIL  Dd  \^^ 
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hft  year,  and  eighty -three  thoufand  this,  confidcrcd  Sir 
Pnillip's  motion  as  calculated  and  intended  not  to  betray  tho 
weaknefi,  but  to  point  oat  the  military  power,  of  Great- 
Britain. 

On  a  dividon  of  the  Hoafe^  Sir  Philip's  motioo  was  ne- 
gatived : 

Ayes  IS 

Noes  53 

The  rerolutions  of  the  committee  oa  the  ordaance  fopplki 
were  repDrted  and  agreed  to. 
Acijourned  to  December  4. 

Dizemher  4, 
The  order  of  the  day  was  for  going  into  a  committee  o( 
fupply.     Mr.  Ord  took  the  chair. 
Lord  Li' -         Lord  Lljburnt  opened  the  bufinefs,  which  he   faid  wai  ta 
burnt.         vote  the  fum  required  by  the  navy  eftimates.     He  faid,  thfl 
admiralty  had  a  right  to  claim  fome  little  degree  of  merit,  for 
the  great  attention  they  paid  to  the  navy,  and  the  great  fui* 
lity  which  they  gave  to  the  fervice  in  its  feveral  applicatioMi 
He  admitted,    that  the  expence,  notwitbftanding  all  tbe9  * 
care,  notwithftanding  every   pofllble  prudent  arrangemcnti 
and  notwithftanding  a  moft  unremitting  regard  to  the  flrifieft 
oeconomy  in  the  management  of  the  expenditure  incurred  by 
the  navy,  ftill  amounted  rather  high ;  he  trufted,  howeveV| 
when  the  nature  of  the  war  was  confidered,  when  itwas  cod- 
fidered  what  large  fleets  we  had  at  fea,  and  for  what  remote 
corners  of  the  globe  the  public  fervice  rendered  it  neceflarf 
that  the  admiralty  fhould  provide:  fcjuadrons  and   veflebolF 
different  force,  and  when  it   was  coniidered  how  little  cauft 
there  was  for  real  complaint  of  any  kind,  the  expence  wonU 
not  be  thought   more  than  was  abfolutely   requifite  for  the 
purpofe,  and  that  the  proportions  he  fhould  have  the  honoor 
to  make  to  the  commiitee  would  meet  with  general  concnr- 
rence.     His  Lordfhip  then  ftated  what  had  been  the  amonot 
of  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  laft  year,  and  compared  it  wid^* 
that  deiired  to  be  voted  for  the  prefent ;  afligning  {he  reafbi 
why  there  was  any  difference,  and  at  the  fame  time  pointing 
out  in  what  that  difference  coniifted.     Having  done  this,  hii 
T.ordfhip  proceeded  in  like  manner  to  open  to  the  committee 
the  amount  of  the  eftimates  of  the  extra  expence  of  the  navy 
for  the  enfuing  year,  which  he  faid  confifted  of  three  capiru 
articles,  viz. 

1  he  exoence  of  fhios  and  veffcls  building  in  the  King't 
yarJ*^ 

The 
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The  expcncc  of  (hips  and  veffeU  building  in  the  mcrchanlt 
ipirds.     And 

^  *Thc  ex  pence  of  works  and  improvements  now  carrying  on 
i^the  royal  docks,  &c. 

The  amount  of  the  vote  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  his 
CiordQiip  flated  to  be  382,200!.  and  the  amount  of  the  extra 
%rvicesto  be  670,000!.  and  upwards ;  after  dcfcanting  fhoitly 
capon  each  vote,  his  Lordfhip  moved  that  of  the  ordinary  in 
t£e  cnftomary  manner. 
i'  As  foon  as  it  was  read  by  the  chairman. 

Right  honourable  T.  Icruonjhend  rofe,  and  declared,  he  was  Rt.  Hon. 
perfedly  coofcious  how  unufual  it  was  for  any  man  to  fay  a  ^-  ^<^«- 
g^ac  deal  in  objcftion  to  voting  the  fums  neccffary  for  fo  po-^ 
pular  a  fervicc  as  that  of  the  navy  of  England,  in  time  of 
»ar.  He  did  not  mean  to  incur  the  odium  that  fuch  a  line  of 
fiOnduf^,  he  was  aware,  wou!d  draw  down  upon  him,  confidcr- 
ibg  the  prefent  fituaiion  of  the  country  ;  but  it  .was  from  that 
bohfideration,  from  a  wilh  that  the  country  might  be  done 
pftice  to,  from  a  wifh  that  the  people  miglit  be  fatisfied  as 
0ach  as  pofCble  under  the  great  l^urthens  they  fuftained,  that 
jflwy  were  not  unneceflTarily  taxed,  and  that  the  large  fums 
V^tcd  by  comminittees  of  fupply  in  that  Houfe,  were  pru- 
dieotly  and  oeconomically  expended;  that  he  liad  riien  in 
ibrder  to  alk  fuch  qucftions  as  it  became  the  duty  of  a  good 
ihember  of  Parliament  to  afk,  and  as  the  heft  members  of 
that  Houfe  had  at  all  times  thought  it  right  to  put,  when  the 
^eftion  before  the  committee  of  fupply  was  a  queftion 
wbich  went  to  burthen  the  ful^jeft  fo  much  as  the  prefent 
f^ueftlon  did.  He  had  moved  for  papers  the  oilier  day,  with 
&'iriew  to  make  bimfclf  fufTiciently  mafter  of  the  fubjcft  ;  to 
lie  able  to  know  whether  his  fufpicions  that  the  navy  was  un^ 
Wifely  managed  or  not,  were  well  founded  or  ill  founded. 
The  notjle  Lord  who  had  opened  the  bufinds  of  the  day, 
had  done  it  with  that  candour  and  fairnefs  which  always  di- 
ftin^uiflied  his  condufl  in  that  Houfe,  let  the  occafipn  which 
called  him  up  be  what  it  might.  He  called  th.erefpre  upon 
that  noble  Lord  to  inform  the  cooimiiiec,  how  it  happened 
that  the.  prefent  half-pay  lift  of  the  navy  was  fo  large  as  it 
was.  In  time  of  war,  gentlemen  well  knew,  that  in  pro- 
portion as  tlie  public  cxpence  for  aflual  fcrvices  increafed, 
Ac  half-pay  lift  of  the  navy  aUaysdecreafcd,  and  that  head 
of  cxpence  grew  lefs  as  other  heads  of  cxpence  grew  greater. 
A!  prefent  the  half-pay  of  the  navy  was  not  Icflened,  but  it 
iras  uncommonly  large.  This  was  a  proof  that  the  old  offi- 
cers, thoffr  whbhad  ferved  in  the  laft  glorious  war,  were  fuf- 
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fercd  to  remain  on  half-pay,  while  new  maders  stedcoos* 
manders,  and  new  captains,  were  daily  created.    With  «• 
gard  to  the  flag-officers,  a  matter  equally  extraordinary  w«    r: 
obvious.     Laft  war  we  had  but  about  thirty  admirals  m  the. 
fervice  ;  now  there  were  upwards  of  fixty,  and  forty  of  that 
number  had  been  created  in  the  time  of  the  prefent  firftlont' 
of  the  admiralty.   '  Out  of  the  (ixty  admirals  now  on  thelifi^^ 
not  more  than  twenty  were  employed ;  and  among  them,(Niljf 
two  of  thofc  who  had  ferved  with  To  much  BiSjiour  to  their 
country,  and  fo  much  credit  to  themlelves  in   thccourfcof- 
laft  war.     Why  was  this  ?   Why  were  fuch  great  and  rcfpec* 
table  names  as  Admiral  Keppel,  liord  Howe,  Admiral  Camp-, 
bell.  Admiral  Barrington,   and  Admiral  Pigot,  fuffcred  lorc-li 
main  on  the  half-pay  lift  ?  This  the  country  ought  to  know}  ^ 
and  the  caufe  ought  to  be  removed,  in  order  to  reftorcfpirit:  ti 
and  unanimity  to  the  navy,  in  order  to  give  vigour,  cfftft|.|r 
and  fuccefs  to  its  operations.     The  caufe  why  fopae  of  thcf^li 
refpe.£lab!e  Admirals    were  unemployed,    was  certainly  D|^ 
fecret.     Two  of  them  bad  ferved,  and  how   had  they  beet 
treated  ?  They  were  obliged  to  quit  the  fervice,  becaofethcj; 
could  have  no  confidence  in  the  prefent  adminiftration!  Feck 
ing  as  they  did,  from  their  experience  of  the  prefent  roiniften, 
it  would  be  agreed  by  all  the  world,  that  they  would  be  ft 
for  Bedlam,  if  they  again  trufted  them  and  accepted  conn 
mands.     He  obferved,  that  it  was  now  the  will  of  thoprh,j 
fent  firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  to  employ  thofe  officers  who 
had  received  promotion  during  his  prefidency  at  xkthaitt; 
the  admiralty,  as  well  flag-officers  as  captains,  and  mailers ii4 
commanders,  in  preference  to  thofe   who  had  gained  their ' 
charafters  laft  war.     As   the   papers  were   not   before  A*' 
Houfe,  he  could  not  fpeak  precifely  as  to  the  captains,  ini* 
mafters  and  commanders:  he  did  not  mean  to  complaini  bs-^ 
knew  there  was  not  time  to  prepare  them ;  but  he  (hould  liks 
to  have  been  able  to  compare  the  lift,  and  fee  whether,  fro^ 
the  great  number  lately  created,  the  greater  proportion  P» 
thofe   now  in  aftual  fervice  ^ere  not  fclefted.     Tbc  <>**'/ 
captain  of  taft  war  who  had  been  promoted,  and  was  in  ^^^ 
tual  fervice,  was  Captain  JCempenfelt,  now  an  adinirali  *!*■ 
had  been   firft  captain  on  board  the  Viftory  to  thrce/Corn* 
manders  in  chief.     He  had  originally  been  firft  captain  to  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  ;  he  next  devolved  on  Mr.  Geary,  and  latcoft. 
Mr.  Darby.     Why  he  was  fo  fortunate,  and  had  been  &- 
voured  with  fo  high  an  honour,  he  was  not  able  to  gucfs;  ^^ 
bad  heard  indeed,  on  all  hands,  that  he  was  an  excpUf^^ 

ofliccr ;  but  confidering  how  few  other  officers  of  equal  ftaoo-* 
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»d  countenance  under  the  prefent  adminiftration  of  the 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  the  cafe  was  certainly  lingolar. 
:n  he  faid  this,  and  when  he  called  upon  the  noble  Lord  to 

why  Admiral  Keppel,  Lord  Howe,  Admiral  Barrington, 
liral  Campbell,  and  Admiral  Pigot,  were  unemployed, 
iid  not  mean  to  caft  the  leaft  reflexion  on  any  officers  who 
5  in  fervice  ;  others  whom  he  had  not  the  honour  to  be 
bnallv  known  to,  he  believed  were  equally  objcfts  of  rc- 
l  and  efteem.     He  thought  their  ferving  their  country  at 

moment,  a  matter  of  great  merit,  and  they  had  his  (in- 
:  good  wilhes ;  he  only  deiired,  that  all  the  ability  of  the 
feffion  might  be  exercifed  for  the  public  good,  and  that 
I  due  diftriburion  of  rewards  and  puniihments,  the  ancient 

noble  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  navy  might  be  revived  and 
led  as  high  as  it  was  laft  war,  when  all  Europe  i'^LW  the 
y  we  had  obtained  at  fea  with  wonder  and  with  envy.  — 
took  occasion,  in  the  courfeofhis  fpeech,  to  remark  on 
IT ery  extraordinary  event  of  the  campaign  of  1779,  dc- 
ng,  that  the  people  of  England,  after  voting  and  pro- 
ig  fums  uncoiiMionly  large,  and  beyond  all  precedent  for 
!crvice  of  our  fleet,  had  been  witaciTes  to  the  fhameful 
amftance  of  the  weftern  fquadron,  the  great  home  fecu- 
of  the  country,  flying  up  its  own  Channel,  to  avoid  a 
af  greater  force  in  punuii  of  it.     Was  this  a  proof  of  ihc 

of  admiralty  ?  Was  this  the  teflimony  of  their  proper 
ication  of  the  fums  voted  for  the  navy,  which  the  noble 
d  alluded  to  ?  Befides,  if  common  report  was  to  be 
lited,  if  what  almoft  every  man  one  met  was  to  be  relied 

at  this  moment  the  weftern  Iquadron  were  in  the  chops 
he  Channel,  incapable  of  getting  higher,  and  not  daring 
teep  their  proper  ilation,  bccaufe  a  lupcrior  fleet  of  the 
my  was  out,  convoying  a  fleet  of  French  merchantmen, 

to  fuch  ports  as  France  had  in  the  Channel.     After  dwel-    ^ 
;  a  Ihort  time  upon  this,    Mr.  Townfhend   concluded 
t)  a  declaration,  that  he  expelled  to  have  an  anfwer  to 
qaeftions. 

-ord  Lijburne  faid,  he  was  always  ready  to  anfwer  with  L"r<J 
utmoft  candour  and  fairnefs,  to  fuch  queflions  as  he  had  ^i/^**'* 
n  his  power  to  reply  to.     That  with  regard  to  Admiral 
>pel.  Lord  Howe,  and  fome  other  Admirals  alluded  to,      ^ 
:ould  only  fay,  that  one  of  them,  with  whom  he  had  the 
pinefs  to  live  in  friendfhip,  had  been  with  him  that  day, 

had  authorifed  him  to  declare,  that  he   was   willing  to 

c  as  fecond  in  command,  upon  any  fervice,  but  that  he 

jiot  chafe  to  accept  of  a  coipmand  in  chief.     The  reafon 
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the  admiral  affigncd,  was,  his  Lordfliip  ol)(cnrcd,  rather t' 
proof  of  his  own  modcfty,  than  any  thing  clfc,  the  admir4 
having  excufed  taking  a  command  in  chief,  on  the  plea  that^ 
his  talents  were  not  equal  to  it.  Upon  being  called  upon 
acrofs  the  Houfe,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  alluded  to  Adroint 
Barrington,  who  it  was  well  known  had  been  more  iha^^ 
crcf  V  rcffcd  to  accept  the  command  of  the  weftcrn  fquadnxu 
\V\z\  rr^ ird  to  the  Other  admirals  alluded  to,  they  from" 
private  :r.o lives,  beft  known  to  themfelves,  had  declined  » 
fcrvc.  As  to  the  half-pay  lift,  his  lordfhip  faid,  he  bclicvd- 
as  many  old  officen,  whofe  age,  health  and  abilities  would 
allow  them  to  lerve  were  in  the-  fervicc.  In  reference  \xf 
flag-cfBcer.>,  he  was  pretty  iure,  (exclufiveof  thofc  mention-^ 
ed  >  y  th-  honourable  gentleman,  and  whom  he  had  already 
defcrihed  as  oiBcers  who  from  private  motives,  beft  knowa  ■ 
to  themlelves,  declined  ferving,)  that  nearly  all  who  were 
from  the  ftate  of  their  health  and  faculties  capable  of  '  ' 
employed,  were  employed.  And  as  to  the  promotions, 
late  years  it  had  been  a  cuftom  to  promote  the  officers  of  the^ 
navy  in  general  according  to  iheir  feniority,  unlefs  in  cafei 
of  extraordinary  merit.  Formerly,  he  believed,  the  cuftom 
ha  1  been  to  ele^t  ibme  and  pals  by  others,  which,  except  nn*' 
der  particular  circ'jmftances,  wasfurely  a  little  unfair. 
hir^B.  Mr,  B.  Gajcoigne  got  up  and  laid    as  from  his  connefiioa' 

Oaj€«i^ne»  with  tne  admiralty,  it  might  at  times  be  in  his  power  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  always  be  willing  to  give  the 
Houfe  information  when  he  could  do  fo.  The  noble  Lckrl 
had  omitted  a  part  of  the  anfwer  due  to  the  honourable  geO' 
tleman,  relative  to  the  large  half-pay  lift,  and  that  was, 
ail  the  captains  upon  the  imprefs  fervice,  were  ftill  on  the 
lialf-pay  lift.  It  therefore  feemed  as  if  Icfs  of  the  old  officcrt 
were  in  aftual  fervice  than  there  really  were;  fincc  in  all  the' 
great  ports  and  towns,  the  duty  of  the  imprefs  fervicc  wa 
committed  to  captains,  who,  according  to  the  rule-  of  die 
fervice,  received  their  half-pay  as  well  as  other  pay :  lil 
fmall  places  lieutenants  did  the  duty.  Another  part  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  feemed  to  merit  fome  noticCi 
and  that  was,  with  regard  to  the  report  of  our  fleet's  bciog 
in  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  not  daring  to  keep  their  deftincd' 
ftation,  on  account  of  a  fuperior  fleet  of  the  enemy  being  al 
fea.  Before  he  could  credit  this,  Mr.  Gafcoigne  faid,  he 
muft  have  it  well  authenticated  ;  at  prcfent  he  did  not  believe 
it,  nor  was  he  inclined  to  do  fo,  till  he  fhould  hear  it  ' 
fuch  a  manner  as  fpoke  good  information.     But  from  4ii« 

knowledge^ 
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If  ledge  of  the  bravery,  zeal,  and  good  wifhes  of  the  offi- 
of  the  weftern  fquadron  now  at  fea,  he  was  perfeftly  con- 
ed, that  let  the  force  of  the  enemy  be  fupcrior  or  not,  the 
of  England,  under  its  prefent  comma nder%  would  never 
£y  an  accufation  of  ikulking  from  its  ftation  for  fear  of 
nemy, 

3r.  Town/hend exprcKcd  fome  furprize  at  what  he  had  heard  Wr.  Tow*/- 
tive  to  officers  on  the  imprefs  fervice,  receiving  both  full  ^'"^* 
half  pay.  He  alfo  begged  the  committee  to  recolleft 
.  he  had  not  ofed  the  term Jku iking  in  what  he  had  faid  re- 
^c  to  the  prefent  iituation  of  the  fleet  of  England,  as  rc- 
t  ftated  it  to  be,  or  of  the  motives  which  occalioned  that 
Btion.  He  was  exceedingly  far  from  fuppofing,  that  the 
pers  OD  board  the  fleet,  would  on  any  occaiion  ad  in  fuch 
panner,  as  to  merit  reproach.  He  therefore  defired  it  to  be 
leiobered,  that  the  pretty  word  Jkuik  had  been  applied  to 
jiflcet  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fat  at  the  board  of 
luralty,  and  not  by  him. 

Mr.  Gafcoigne  acknowledged  that  he  had  ufed  the  word,  but  ^/-  ^^I" 
i^ietieved  no  man  would  ferioufly  imagine,  that  when  he  "'^'"* 
■r^pibaking  in  juftiflcation  of  the  characters  of  the  oflicers 
Ae  fleet,  and  in  order  to  refcuc  them  from  the  poflibiliry 
:•  bad  impreflion  operating  to  their  prejudice,  he  could 
M  himfelf  by  any  word  of  an  undignified  nature  to  fix  re- 
?ich  and  difgrace  upon  them.  He  had  not  picked  his  ex- 
iffions,  but  had  talked  of  the  fleet's  flculking,  the  more 
teger  to  mark  his  fenfe  of  their  being  incapable  of  fuch 
Kdud :  perhaps  if  he  had  called  it  a  difcrcet  retreat,  his  ex- 
flion  would  h,ave  been  more  fuitable. 

Lord  iVor/Arofe  to  defend  the  admiralty  from  the  fufpicions  LordAV/i. 
ich  he  faid,  he  was  forry  to  fee  the  honourable  gentleman, 
O  fpokefirft  in  reply  to  the  noble  lord  near  him,  entertain- 
under  an  idea  that  more  mafters  and  commanders,  and 
»e  captains  were  made  than  was  neceflary,  or  in  faft,  that 
fir  promotions  were  mere  eleftion  jobs.  His  lordfliip  de- 
red,  if  the  entire  lift  was  referred  to,  the  contrary  would 
xarto  be  the  cafe.  That  upon  looking  over  thofe  pro- 
ktions  of  the  laft  year,  which  he  had  in  his  hand,  this  was 
ident.  In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  the  greater  part  of 
Dfe  promoted,  at  leaft  one  half,  were  promotions  made  by 
e  commanders  in  chief  at  fea,  who  had  a  power  of  makiog 
ft  captains,  and  maftcrs  and  commanders,  as  occafion  of  * 
xd.  Thai  this  power  had  long  been  veiled  in  our  naval 
tninandersj  but  that  the  admiralty  had  done  all  they  pof- 

libly 
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fibly  could  to  reftrain  the  abufe  of  it,  and  had  latelj  ioajm  y 
meaiure  efFefted  this,  by  iffuing  an  order,  that  Dcitherr^ 
poft  captains,  nor  any  mafters  or  commanders,  fhooU 
made  by  commanders  at  Tea,  excepting  only  in  tbetwod 
of  death,  and  fentence  of  death,  incapacity,  or  fofperf^ 
by  a  conrt-martial.  From  the  lift:  of  the  promotions  di 
lad  year  it  appeared,  that  a  full  half  were  promotions  iti 
and  that  the  other  half  were  promotions  of  gentlemen  ij| 
had  done  their  country  fuch  very  lignal  and  emineBtfai 
ccs,  as  made  reward  highly  neceiTary,  and  would  -hue  n 
dered  it  a  matter  of  cenTure  and  blame  in  the  admiral^,! 
they  paflTed  the  fervices  over  in  iilence,  for  which  ferfiml 
promotions  were  given.  In  order  to  fatisfy  the  connl 
fully,  his  lordlhip  read  over  the  names  of  all  that  ]aim 
made  poft  captains  and  mafters  and  commanders  in  the  a" 
of  the  laft  year,  as  well  thofe  promoted  at  fea,  as  tbofci 
moted  by  the  admiralty.  Among  the  latter,  were  the 
tenant  of  the  Quebec,  the  lieutenant  of  the  Serapis,  the 
tenant  of  the  Apollo,  feveral  other  officers  who  had 
diftinguiflied  themfelves,  and  the  honourable  James ' 
whom  his  Lordlhip  defcribed  as  a  very  worthy  and 
member  of  that  Houfe.  There  was  fcarcely  one^  the 
tion  of  whofe  name  and  the  fhip  he  had  belonged  to,  dii 
call  to  mind  fome  glorious  adion,  performed  by  the 
named,  in  the  courleof  the  prefent  war. 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  repeat  whit 
had  ftated  to  the  committee  when  they  firfl  took  the  BS 
fupply  into  cooiideration  on  a  former  day,  viz.  that  thoii|^l 
did  not  obje£t  to  it,  he  acquiefced  in  it  under  an  idea  w 
was  s;enerally  underftood  that  the  late  proceedings  of  tfaei 
miralty  would  be  made  the  fubje£t  of  an  enquiry,  and  thtti 
Houfe  would  proceed  to  examine  on  a  future  day,  by 
advice  it  was,  that  his  Majefty  had  conferred  a  poft  of 
guifhed  honour  and  emolument  on  a  perfonconvi£iedof! 
preferred  a  malicious  and  ill-founded  accufation  agaibftluil 
perior  officer. 

iMtiNuient  Lord  Nugent  fpoke  to  order.  His  lordfhip,  with  greater 
neftnefs  begged,  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Hodi 
that  every  nvatter  which  led  to  angry  difcumon  and  pertioi 
abufe  might  be  avoided.  He  faid,  it  was  gentkinen  Aj 
fering  their  good  fenfe  and  fober  judgment  to  be  loft  i 
the  rage  of  party  altercation,  during  the  laft  ParHamei 
which  had  difgraced  that  Houfe  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  wori 
Did  gentlemen  coniidcr^  that  every  thing  (aid  witldn  tU 

wa 
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Iralls  was  fcnt  abroad,  was  tranflatcd,  and  was  read  by  every 
(han,  foreigner  as  well  as  native,  who  could  get  at  a  com* 
bfoq  newlpaper.  From  the  perlbnal  abufe  thrown  out  in 
die  iaft  Parliament,  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries  were 
kd  DO  longer  to  regard  the  members  of  that  Houfe  as  the 
Iddicious  and  grave  reprefenratives  of  a  grcut,  a  mighty,  and 
I. free  people  ;  they  thought  the  Briiifli  Parliament  had  loft 
[tl  honour  and  dignity,  and  that  its  ordinances  and  rcfolvcs 
Wtn  no  longer  the  refult  of  that  deliberation  and  coolnefs, 
ithich  ardtiie  effential  charaftcriftics  cf  national  wifdom  and 
aruc  greatneis.  He  hoped  to  God,  therefore,  that  gentlemen 
irould,  from  a  fenfe  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  Parlia- 
Mot,  not  convert  that  Houfc  into  a  Polifh  Diet,  and  make 
lie  necMTary  qualifications  of  an  orator  within  thofe  walls, 
JOt  thebeftand  moft  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  works  of 
Sicero  and  Demofthenes,  but  the  grcatett  proficiency  and  the 
hoft  perfcfi:  Jkill  acquired  in  the  Ichool  of  Mr.  Angelo  and 
iihtr  mailers  of  defence.  If  matticrs  went  on  thus,  the 
ivliole  icheme  of  political  education  would  be  turned  topfy 
fittf^,  and  that  member  only  would  in  future  be  qualified  to 
t)e'fiTfl.Tord  of  the  treafury,  who  was  the  bell  fencing  mafler 
in  tlic  kingdom. 

Sir  Rabert  SmitJ?  called  Lord  Nugent  to  order.  He  infifi:-  sir  PUm 
bd  opon  It,  that  his  honourable  friend  had  not  been  diforuerly  •S^'?-"^* 
in' what  he  had  faid,  and  that  the  noble  lord  was  not  warrant- 
id  in  interrupting  him.  It  was  perfcftly  fair,  perfeftly  in 
arder  (as  his  honourable  friend  had  done)  when  a  qucilion 
rifpcAing  the  navy  was  l;cforc  the  commificc,  to  go  into  a 
IticuiGoh  of  the  rewards  and  paniflimcnts  be  flowed  on  naval 
officers.  It  was  not  merely  hulks  of  Ibips  and  guns  thai  made 
die  navy  of  England,  it  was  the  fpirit  and  honour  of  iIk  offi'- 
cert  and  the  men,  and  when  they  were  damped,  the  navy  was 
fbre  to  be  ruined^ 

Lord  J^ugent  rofe  again  and  faid,  the  only  rcafon  of  his  LordAV^n; 
interrnpting  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  from  an  in- 
nate and  raoft  lincere  Wifli  to  prefcrve  that  general  peace, 
good  humour,  and  temper,  within  thofe  walls,  which  alone  ^ 

could  give  dignity  to  debate,  and  affift  the  public  bufinefs, 
in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  by  flicwing,  that  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment was  unanimoufly  inclined  to  proceed  in  the  war^  and  to 
forward  its  operations,  however  debates  might  arife  as  to  the 
gbanner  of  doing  this.  He  protefted  he  had  a  very  great  re- 
QpeA  for  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  for  his  extraordinary 
(alents;  -but  it  wasfrpm  a  painful  remembrance  o£  what  had 

Vol,  XVllI.  E  e  already 
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already  paft,  and  a  fear  of  iimilar  confequences  vhichni 
end  more  fatally,  that  he  had  interrupted  him  where  he 
Let  gentlemen  confider,  how  important  it  was  toptt 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe  from  fuch  iojur? 
muft  ever  receive,  when  matters  were  carried  to  the  « 
that  they  had  been  carried  to  laft  year ;  exclufivc  of  th 
important,  though  very  ferious  matter,  the  chana 
Houfe  ran  of  havm|,two  of  its  members  lofe  their  livei 
was  from  thcfe  feelings  that  he  had  fpoken  before,  a 
hoped  to  God,  what  he  had  faid,  would  meet  with  due; 
tion. 
Wr.  Fsx,  Mr,  Fox  refumed  his  argument,  and  faid,  he  had  po 
he  was  free  to  confefs,  in  the  heat  of  debate,  frcqi 
tranfgrefTed  the  orders  of  that  Houfe,  and  been  often  ( 
farther  than  he  ought  to  have  been  ;  but  if  faying  a  thi 
liberately,  if  faying  a  tiling  in  cool  moments,  when  n 
had  happened  in  the  courfe  of  a  debate  which  could 
heat  and  betray  a  man  into  refentment,  made  it  wo 
more  wrong  than  it  was  at  any  other  time,  he,  in  defij 
that  conviction,  was  ready  now,  fcrioufly,  deliberate! 
coolly,  to  repeat  what  he  had  before  faid,  and  why } 
caufe  he  was  confcious  he  was  perfeftly  in  order  fo 
and  he  appealed  to  the  committee,  whether  he  had  gi 
leaft  occafion  for  the  noble  lord,  or  for  any  other  pc 
call  him  to  order.  Every  word  the  noble  lord  had  f 
ferred  to  matters  of  a  nature  perfeftly  private,  matte 
which  neither  that  Houfe,  nor  any  committee  of  that 
had  any  concern ;  matters  which  fell  rot  within-,  the 
parliamentary  debate  in  any  fenfe  whatever.  He  1 
before,  the  very  fame  words,  and  to  the  very  fam 
which  he  was  beginning  to,  repeat,  when  the  noble  '. 
terrupted  him.  If  it  had  been  wrong,  if  it  had  bee 
jderly  in  itfelf,  it  was  as  much  fo  on  the  former  da 
he  nrft  mentioned  it,  as  it  could  be  now,  and  the 
day,  in  that  cafe,  would  have  been  the  time  to  hav 
him  to  order  upon  it.     He  had  before  avowed,  and 

fed  leave  now  to  repeat  the  avowal,-  that  he  never 
loufe  meant  any  thing  perfonal ;  he  never  faid  i 
which  any  man  had  a  right  to  taj?e  as  an  affront  to  1 
private  gentleman,  becaufe  he  never  faid  a  word  wfc 
intended  to  carry  any  fuch  import ;  as  well  might  tl: 
lord  in  the  blue  ribband  fay,  when  he  was  arraigning  1 
lie  conduft  as  a  minifter,  that  he  was  affronting  anc 
ipg  him  as  a  ma<i.    The  noble  lord  knew  parliament 
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the  noble  lord,  he  faw,  had  looked  to  the  motion 
lad  been  called  to  order,  and  had  not  the  noble 
fenfe  and  judgment  told  him  that  he  was  fpeaking 
the  queftion,  and  that  he  was  not  diforderly,  the 
would  undoubtedly   have  rifen  himfelf  to  have 
to  order  :  he  therefore  fliould  purfue  his  fubjedV, 
;ged  once  for  all^  gentlemen  would  hold  in  their 
t  he  never  would  be  deterred  from  fpeaking  his 
fully  and  freely  in  that  Houfe,  by  any  drcskd  of 
es    perfonal    to  himfelf,    confequences  which   it 
madnefs  for  him  to  wifli  to  incur,  or  for  any  man 
ins  to  draw    upon  himfelf.     It  was  therefore  in 
3f  duty  to  his  conftituents,  in  conformity  to  his 
nember  of  parliament,  that  he  recurreJ  to  what  he 
faid,  and  for  this  good  reafon,  which  his  honour- 
i  near  him  had  fuggefted,  that  it  was  not  merely 
lafts,  rigging  and  hulks ;  it  was  not  merely  yards 
•,  that  made  the  navy  of  England ;  it  was  the  fpirit 
enfe  of  honour  of  its  oflSccrs;  a  fpirit  and  a  fenfe 
which  could   not  exift,  but  under  a  proper  admi- 
^f  juftice  in  the  admiralty,  by  a  proper  diftribulion 
and  punifliinents.     How  then  was  the  navy  to  be 
:o  -flourilh,  when  the  perfon  convifted  of  having 
I  falfe  and  malicious  accufation  againft  his  fuperior 
id  who  was  barely  acquitted  when  tried  by  a  court- 
pon  charges  exhibited  againft  himfelf,  was  promo* 
oft  of  diftin£lion,  of  honour,  and  of  profit';  and 
gged  leave  to  fay,  he  did  not  blame  that  perfon ;  it 
rft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  the  Earl  of  Sandwich, 
ilonc  to  blame,  who  ought  to  be  made  the  fubjeft 
[oufe's  enquiry  !    What   had   been  faid  formerly, 
accufation  was  firft  preferred  againft  his  honourable 
^miral  Keppel,  but  that  the  accufer  was  the  in- 
the  adnxiralty  were  the  principals  ?    It  was  they 
rfted,  who  prompted,  who  fpurred  on  the  accufa-^ 
vas  attempted  to  be  denied  on  the  part  of  the  ad- 
but  what  would  men  fay  to  it  now,  when  the  ac- 
er  being  pronounced  by  the  fenfe  of  one  court-mar- 
Ife  and   malicious  accufer,  and  being  barely,  not 
y  acquitted  by  another,  was  rewarded  with  an  of- 
gh  honour,  of  great  emolument  I  What  had  been 
:r's  own  fenfe  of  his  conduft  immediately  after  the 
ice  was  pronounced  ?  Had  he  not  abdicated  his  feat 
lent  ?  Had  he  not  refigned  his  feat  at  the  adiniralty- 
£  c  2  board  > 
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'^oard  }  Had  he  not,  to  borrow  a  phrafc  from  anhonouraHc    fcin'ib 
gentleman,  who  fpoke  early  in  the  debate  (and  forwkidi    ifeeyl" 
he  thanked  him)  made  a  difcreet  retreat  from  public- noticcl'  ta^o^ 
His  honourable  friend  below  him  had  afked,  why  wasiut    raidcie 
Admiral  Keppe),  Lord  Howe,   and  others  employed?  16    '\^it 
honourable  friend,  from  a  lapfc  of  memory  only,  had,  k    Acmy' 
was  fure,  omitted  to  mention  the  name  of  another  grealrf.    ffleifi 
hcer,  who  ought  undoubtedly   to  have  been  employed;  k  I  loid 
meant  Sir  Robert  Harland.     But  the  motives  whythelegitjllljjde 
officers  refufed  to  ierve,  were  obvious;  they  werenot,aifc|fciioii 
noble  lord   had   termed   them,  private   motives ;  tbey  wit i Ban? 
public  motives.     The  reafon  was,  they  could  not  fcrvc  withllfica 
confidence,  or  wilh  fafety,  under  an  adminiftration  guilljflflWe, 
convifted  falfehood,  and  guilty  not  merely  of  notorious  tat  I  pdtc 
of  recorded  rrcachcry  !  This  was  the  reafon,  the  true,  dtt  Jiiis 
only  reafon  !  There  were  certainly  in  the  fcrvicc  fcveral  lej  iKtii 
worthy  and  very  refpeftable  officers;  men,  who  having M  I iraral 
Situation  like  that  of  his  honourable  relation,  had  nottlie|iisK 
iame  rifque  to  run.     Men  who  had  no  parliamentary  conncfr 
tions,  no  conneftions  which  rendered  it,  in  their  opioionii 
likely  that  minifters  fhould  endeavour  to  ruin  them.    Thcj 
had  his  applaufe  and  his   thanks  for  ferying,   as  heartily  M 
that  of  any  other  member  of  parliament;  as  heartily  ask 
gave  his  applaufe  and  his  thanks  to  Sir  George  Rodney,  to 
whom  he  had  fo  repeatedly  declared,  and  with  finccrity  de- 
clared, that  applaufe  was  eminently  due.  But  ftill  no  maDdut 
xviflied  well  to  his  country,  could  avoid  lamenting,  that  it  WM 
impoffible  for  the  great  anddiftinguifhedchara£ters  alludcdto 
by  his  honourable  friend,  and  alluded  to  by  him,  at  this  moment^ 
of  exigency  to  ferve  their  country ;  every  man  that  wifhed  well 
to  his  country,  could  not  but  moft  anxioufly  endeavour  tore- 
move  that  only  bar  to  their  fervice,  the  prefent  admioiftra' 
tion  !  It  was,  he  confefled,  the  wifh  of  his  heart,  hisconftant 
endeavour  todo  his  country  that  effential  fervice ;  and  thcrefoic 
jt  was,  that  he  hoped  after  the  holidays,  rhe  fentence  of  the 
fccond  court-martial,  which  had  been  refufed  before,  migjlt 
be  moved  for,  when  he  would  move  a  queftion  for  an  enqai- 
1  y  into  the  conduft  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  j  and  he  made  do 
fcruple  to  fay,  that  his  firft  and  principal  motive  for  it,  was, 
that  the  iirft  lord  of  the  admiralty  had  promoted  to  a  poft  of 
diftinguifhed   honour,    an  honourable    gentleman  who  had 
been  convifted  by  a  court-martial  of  having  preferred  a  ma* 
licious  and  ill-founded  charge  againft.his  fuperior  officer; 
his  feqondary  motive  was,  becaufe  that  the  honourable  gco- 

tteinan 
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•omoted,  when  tried  by  a  fecond  court-martial, 

n  charges  bad.  been  exhibited  againft  him,  had 

nourably,  but  only  barely  acquitted.     Mr.  Fox 

after  more  obfervations  and  afl'ertions,  with  fay- 

juiry  was  effential  to  the  public,  and  effential  to 

nd  that  it  ought  to  be  brought  on  as  foon  as  pof- 

le  holidays. 

'tb  faid,  that  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  Lord  Norti 

vhenever  an  enquiry  into  the  conduft  of  admini- 

brought  on,  either  on  the  prefcnt  grounds,  or 
r,  he  would  not  undoubtedly  attempt  to  parry  it 

order,  -by  taking  refuge  under  any  form  of  the 
y  any  fliift  of  the  queftion  whatever.  With  re- 
prefent  threatened  enquiry,  he  cared  not  how  foon 
ght  on  ;  the  fooner  the  better  ;  he  was  ready  to 
f  and  frankly,  to  join  iffue  upon  it  with  the  ho- 
ntleman,  and  go  into  an  inveftigation  of  the  me- 
t  referve.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  de- 
fied his  reafons  for  thinking  an  enquiry  neccflary, 
at  cafe,  principally  on  the  fentence  of  the  court- 
ch  tried  Mr.  Keppel,  and  in  which  fentence  the 

preferred  the  charges  againft  Mr.  Keppcl,  was 
a  falfc  and  malicious  accufer ;  as  the  honourable 
neant  to  bring  on  an  enquiry,  he  would  not  go 
ample  difcuiiion  of  that  point  now^  he  would  only 
,  what  he  had  before  faid  more  at  large,  and 
nore  at  large  again;  the  court-martial  was  con- 
lie  purpofe  of  trying  Mr.  Keppel,  and  not  Sir 
cr ;  the  court-martial  had  a  regular  charge  filb- 
hcir  confideration  and  decifion  againft  the  one, 
t  charge  whatever  before  them  againft  the  other  ; 
:ing  therefore  fentence  upon  the  motives  of  the 
jyhad  exceeded  the  line  of  their  jurifdiftion,  and 
med  a  man  unheard,  who  had  no  opportunity  of 
portunity  of  entering  upon  his  defence.  With 
e  main  caufe  upon  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
clarcd  his  eagernefs  for  an  enquiry,  viz.  the  hav- 
5ir  Hugh  Pallifer,  accufed  as  he  was  by  the  fen- 
Ir.  Keppel's  court-martial,  the  government  of 
Hofpital,  he  was  ready  to  avow  his  (hare  of  the 
id  to  defend  and  fupport  it  in  that  Houfe,  or 

fhould  happen  to  be  agitated.  The  honourable 
had  principally  dwelt  upon  the  fentence  of  the 
al,  and  had  termed  the  words  of  the  court-martial 

which 
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which  tried  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  a  bare  acquittal.  He  faw  the 
matter  in  a  very  different  point  of  view,  and  he  read  thcfcn- 
tenc c  under  a  widely  different  conflruftion.  What  were  the 
words  of  xhe  former  part  of  it  ? 

."  That  the  court  having  taken  the  whole  of  the  evidence  , 
into  confide  ration,  both  on  the  part  of  the  profecution  n 
well  as  in  favour  of  the  prifoner,  were  of  opinion,  fb  far 
from  the  conduft  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  Vice  Admiral  of  the 
Blue,  being  reprchenfiblc  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July,  thit 
in  many  parts  thereof,  it  appeared  exemplary  and  highly  me- 
ritorious." 

If  he  underftood  the  meaning  of  the  word  meritorious,  ac- 
cording to  its  true  acceptation,  it  was,  that  an  officer  whofe 
conduft  had  been  declared,  after  a  mofl  flrift  enquiry  into 
it,  to  have  been  highly  meritorious,  was  an  officer  who  dc- 
ferved  reward  ;  and  that  exemplary  condufl:  meant  foch  con- 
duft  as  was  a  proper  example  for  other  officers  to  follow,  and 
a  fit  objeft  for  imitation.  Under  this,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  the  true  and  natural  reading  of  the  fentence,  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  was  undoubtedly  an  objeft  of  reward,  and  after  bii  - 
conJuft  had  been  declared  highly  meritorious  and  exemplary^ 
adminiflration  would  have  been  criminally  negleftful  not  to 
have  given  him  reward  ;  this,  his  lordfhip  emphatically  de- 
clared, was  his  opinion  of  the  cafe ;  he  avowed  it  fully,  and 
he  was  ready  to  fiand  or  fall  by  it. 

Let  gentlemen  recolleft  the  peculiar  circumftances  that 
made  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  acquittal  more  than  commonly  ho-  ' 
nourable  to  him  ?  Let  them  call  to  mind  the  art  thatwai 
tifed  to  fet  the  public  in  a  flame  againfl  him  previous  tohil  ' 
trial,  the  great  pains  that  were  taken  to  run  him  down,  to  • 
render  him  the  objeft  of  univerfal  indignation  !  Let  gentle- 
men alfo  call  to  mind,  what  was  the  language  of  even  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe  on  the  fubjeft  of  his  impending  triad. 
What  had  l>een  faid  by  an  honourable  ffentleman,  not  at  pit- 
fent  in  the  Houfe,  but  who,  his  Lordfhip  declared,  he  un- 
derftood was  foon  to  come  among  them  again  ?  A  gentle- 
man of  great  eloquence,  and  of  more  than  ordinary  humanity 
and  benevolence  of  heart !  "  Don*t  fend  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
to  his  trial  !  For  God's  fake  have  mercy ;  mens  minds  arc 
fo  enflamed  againfl  Sir  Hugh,  that  his  judges  cannot  fur- 
mount  their  prejudices.  If  you  fend  him  to  trial  now,  let 
him  be  cither  innocent  or  guilty,  you  fend  him  to  certain 
death."  When  this  language  was  recollefted,  furely  every 
difpaffionate  man^  every  impartial  reader  of  the  fi:ntencef 
'  would 
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would  regard  it  under  the  circumftances  in  which  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  w^nt  to  trial  (for  it  was  notorioufly  at  his  own  rc- 
queft,  and  on  his  own  repeated  application,  that  he  was  tried) 
as  an  acquittal  which  did  him  the  higheft  honour,  and  which 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  king's  minlfters  to  pay  proper  attention 
tDy  and  to  follow  with  reward  and  honour. 

With  regard  to  the  fort  of  reward  that  has  been  beftowed 
oil  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  his  lordfliip  faid,  he  was  a  little  ailo- 
nifhed  to  hear  that  called  in  queftion,  after  what  had  been 
faid  previous  to  the  fecond  court-martial,  by  the  fame  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  to  whole  fpeech  in  that  Houlc  he  had 
before  alluded.  That  gentleman,  with  his  ufual  bcnevo- 
lencCy  had  "  earntftly  recommended  it  to  minifters,  to  ap- 
ply to  his  Majefty  tobeftow  upon  Sir  Hugh  Vallifer,  for  his 
long  and  meritorious  ferviccs  previous  to  the  27th  of  July, 
an  ample  annuity  or  penfion  ;"  and  this  requeft  he  had  preff- 
cd  with  all  the  force  of  his  eloquence.  How  happened  it 
thcDy  that  the  tone  was  fo  different  at  prcfent,  when,  if  he 
^ecollcded  rightly,  the  government  of  Greenwich  Hofpital 
did  not  make  a  greater  addition  to  the  honourable  admiral's 
3|lcome,  than  about  600  or  700I.  a  year,  his  half-pay,  as  a 
Vicc-Admiral,  ceafing,  from  the  hour  of  his  promotion  to 
jGrcenwich  Hofpital  i 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  ufed  fome  very  fine 
9rords  againft  adminiilration,  words  which  certainly  were 
yery  ftrong ;  but  unfortunately  there  was  not  the  leaft  truth 
10  mem.  Speaking  of  thole  officers  who  refufed  to  fcrvc, 
JBlld  who  had  been  enumerated,  he  had  faid,  the  reafoii  for 
Uieir  declining  to  fcrve  was,  "  they  had  no  confidence  in 
jidiiiinifiration,  guilty  of  convi£led  falfehood  and  of  recorded 
treachery.^'  Thefe  expreffions  were  certainly  founding,  but 
to  what  did  they  apply  t  In  what  did  the  fallehood  and  trea- 
chery of  adminiftration  confift  ?  An  honourable  gentleman 
ivho  fpoke  early  in  the  debate,  had  faid,  that  Admiral  Kep- 
pel  and  other  ofScers,  whofe  names  had  been  mentioned, 
ivoaid  be  thought  fit  for  Bedlam,  if  they  ferved  under  the 
prelent  miniilry  ;  now  if  it  were  polfible  that  the  prefent  mi* 
hiftry  flood  guilty  of  convifted  falfehood  and  recorded  trea- 
chery in  the  eyes  of  thofe  gentlemen,  it  was  furely  equally 
Hur  for  him  to  fay,  that  the  prefent  miniftry  would  be  fit 
Rnr  Bedlam  if  they  employed  thofe  admirals ;  and  that  if  they 
Iidy  knowing  their  want  of  confidence  in  adminiilration,  they 
>agbt  all  to  be  fent  to  Bedlam  together ;  but  would  the  ho- 
^Bcable  gentleman  fay,  that  the  having  given  the  oiiice  of 
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governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  to  Sir  Hogh  Pallifcr,  b 
operated  in  Admiral  Barrington's  mind,  and  induced  hill 
decline  the  fervice.  If  that  was  the  honourale  gCDtlena 
deduflion,  he  muft  contradifl  it,  Admiral  BarringtoahiTii 
agreed  to  fcrve  lince  that  promotion  took  place.  Upoii 
being  faid  acrofs  the  Houle  by  Mr.  Fox,  *'  I  ufcdnofa 
argument,"  his  lordfhip  faid,  *'  I  thought  the  hoDOUiali 
gentleman  had  ;  if  he  did  not,  I  have  only  tlirownawtjl 
many  words." 

His  lordfliip,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  afferted  w 
fully,  that  if  blatne  was  due  upon  Sir  Hugh  PaDifa 
promotion  to  Greenwich  Hofpital,  it  was  not  lolclyiiMi 
table  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich ;  as  firft  Lord  of  the  Admini 
that  noble  lord  had  undoubtedly  the  tranfaftion  to  mail 
oftenfibly,  but  no  meffage  had  been  carried  to  his  Mqd 
upon  the  fubjeft,  before  the  whole  bufmefs  had  been  a 
fulted  and  conferred  on  by  others  of  his  Majefty'sMinifc 
he  was  one  confulted  ;  he  advifed  and  acceded  to  the  meali 
as  well  as  his  brethren  in  office  j  he  made  not  the  Icaftfcn 
to  avow  it;  he  had  ftated  generally  his  motives  forbii 
fo  afted  ;  he  was  confcious  of  having  afted  a  becoming p 
and  from  that  confcioufnefs  he  was  ready  to  meet  any  cw 
ry  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  he  wiftied  that  enquiry  mig|i 
foon  inftituted. 
Sir  Uu^b  Sir  Hugh  Pall'fcr  rofe,  and  began  with  a  declaration 
PalUjer.  thc  honourable  member  in  his  eye  [Mr.  Fox]  had  given 
abundant  caufe  for  calling  him  to  order,  had  he  chofcn 
it ;  but  that  he  had  fat  a  patient  auditor,  that  the  honw 
gentleman  might  kiiow  lie  was  not  afraid  to  hear-any 
he  could  fay  of  him,  at  any  time,  in  any  place,  or  on  ai 
cafion.  Such  attacks  as  the  honourable  gentleman  h* 
thought  proper  to  make  on  him,  he  underftood  had  bc< 

?iuent  in  that  Houfe,  while  he  was  abfent,  and  incapable 
ending  himfelf.  The  manlinefs  of  fuch  conduft  he 
the  confidcration  of  others ;  but  being  aware  of  his  q\ 
perfeftions,  knowing  how  unqualified  he  was  to  fpeak 
blic,  both  from  want  of  cuftom  and  want  of  ability,  a 
pefting  that  the  virulence  which  diftaied  former 
would  occafion  a  renewal  of  them  that  day,  he  had  com 
a  few.  thoughts  and  obfervations  to  writing,  which  he 
the  Houfe  would  grant  him  permiflion  to  read,  as  fomc  < 
of  the  moft  injured  charafter  in  the  kingdom. 

To  the   noble  Lord  [Lord  Nor.lj]  who  fat  near  h 
thought  himfelf  highly  indebted,  for  the  handfomc  at 
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in  which  he  had  fupported  his  caufc,  and  contro- 
arguments  of  his  enemies ;  to  the  noble  Lord, 
5mc  apology  was  due,  for  the  limilarity  to  his 
k¥Ould  appear  in  parts  of  the  manufcript  he  was 
d,  which  having  been  drawn  up  before  he  had 
)blc  Lord,  would  undoubtedly  ftrike  the  hearers 
g  fomewhat  of  the  fame  chain  of  reafoning. 
IS  exordium,  Sir  Hugh  began  to  read  a  long 
I  written  notes.  He  began  with  ftating,  that 
efs  wonder  at  the  mifconception  of  the  public, 
iiotivcs  that  impelled  him  to  prefer  the  accufa--' 
ft  Admiral  Kcpptl,  which  had  made  fo  much 
oadcd  him  with  fo  much  misfortune,  bccaufe  he 
xplained  them  himfelf.  When  the  proper  oppor- 
ed  for  juftifying  himfelf,  he  had  endeavoured  to 

but  it  had  been  withheld  from  him.  Since  that 
as  reafons  had  co-operated  to  induce  him,  great  as 

was,  to  remain  a  filcnt  fufferef,  rather  tlian  to 
e  popular  difcontents,  by  attempting  to  oppofe  a 
)owerful  for  Him  to  contend  with,  under  any  ex- 
F  fuccefs.  It  was  not  now  his  dcfire  to  give  frclh 
pular  phrenzy;but  not  to  fay  ibmcthing  in  his 
c,  he  conceived,  would  be  confidered  as  a  tacit 
f  that  bafenefs  and  criminality  which  had  been  fo 

falfcly,  and  fo  unjuftly,  imputed  to  him,  both 
rs  and  without. 

ification  of  himfelfj  and  the  defence  of  the  mo- 
vhich  he  afted,  in  preferring  the  accufation  againfl: 
cppel,  had  been  committed  to  paper;  and  tendered 
Derfon  to  the  court-martial  which  tried  the  admi- 
iately  after  h6  had  declared,  he  had  clofed  the  evi- 
eant  to  adduce  in  fupportof  the  acculation.  The^ 
icd  inclined  to  admit  it,  but  Admiral  'Kcppel  dc- 
jht  to  make  any  comment  upon  the  merits,  and' 
)uld  oppofe  it  to  the  laft  minute.  After  fome  con- 
ween  the  members  of  thr  court- martial.  Admiral 
aid,  "  when  the  witneflTes  in  fupportof  the  defence 
[amin'ed,  he  fhould  be  ready  tb  Hear  every  thing 
itor  had  to  fay..''  This  declaTatfon  was  apparcnt- 
cd  in  by  the  reft  of  the"  co\ift^,  "'arid  therefore  Sir 
arcd,  he  wais'hil  fled  into  arildca  tltat  he  fliould  be 

;  in  confequence  of  whith"  he  aliiridoqed  a  defi^ti^ 
•med  of  quitting'thc'couTt  imme^iattely  upon  their' 
[flmit  his  paper '(of  the  contents  of  which  they  were 
:ViII.  F  f  ^\lo^tX\:i'CX 
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altogether  unapprized)  and  of  protefting  againft  the  irregu- 
larity of  their  proceedings,  of  which  their  condu£t  had  fur- 
oifhed  him  with  various  inftances.  For  the  afcertaiomentof 
the  words  of  Admiral  Montagu,  Sir  Hugh  faid,  he  was  in- 
debted to  the  admiral's  own  account  of  the  trial,  the  wonb 
leaving  been,  by  order  of  the  court,  expunged  from  the  jtxigB 
advocate's  minutes  publifhed  by  authority  of  the  coqh 
Having  waited  till  Admiral  Keppel  had  declared  his  evideott 
clofed.  Sir  Hugh  faid,  he  again  offered  to  addrefs  the  cout 
with  fbme  obfervations,  but  that  Admiral  Keppel  again  l^ 
i}fted  the  endeavour,  and  the  court,  although  one  of  its  on 
members  [Admiral  Montagu]  had  promifed  he  fhould  be 
}ieard  when  the  evidence  for  the  defence  was  clofed,  refolid 
not  to  hear  him  ;  and  three  days  afterwards  deliver^  their 
judgement,  by  which,  contrary  to  all  jTUftice,  the  accufed  mi 
acquitted,  and  the  accufer  convi£led  without,  a  trial,  aal 
yvithout  being  heard,  either  in  explanation,  or  juftificalioi 
of  the  motives  upon  which  he  had  grounded  his  accufatioo. 
After  a  few  words  upon  this  part  of  the  condu&  of  At 
xpiral  KeppePs  court-martial.  Sir  Hugh  faid,  extraordion; 
^s  thefe  proceedings  were,  it  was  on  the  ground  of  theft  pio- 
ceedings  only^  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoice 
lately  had  fo  frequently  attacked  him,  and  had  given  no-, 
|ice  to  the  Houfe  of  his  intention  to  purfue  him  ftiU  far- 
ther, to  impeach  one  of  the  King's  minifters,  and  give  tb 
final  blow  to  his  deftruftion.  Before,  however,  any  ho- 
riourable  gentleman  ventured  to  go  fo  great  a  lenigth,  he 
might  poflibly  think  it  convenient  to  confider  the  difficai^ 
of  the  taik  he  was  about  to  undertake,  and  to  weigh  weU 
the  probability  of  his  fuccefs.  On  a  deliberate  view  of  the 
whole  matter,  he  flattered  himfelf  it  would  be  felt,  that  who- 
ever made  the  attempt,  would  have  fo  many  ftrange  afler* 
tions  to  fypport,  fo  many  embarrafGng  proportions  to  main- 
tain,  that  it  would  not  be  an  eafy  matter  to  difcover  a  metn- 
ber  of  that  Houfe  fufiiciently  confident  to  venture  upon  the 
till}:.  In  order  to  give  fome  idea  of  thefe  difficulties,  Sir 
Hugh  begged  to  afk  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to 
Ijiin  a  few  queftjoris.  Would  the  honourable  gjcntleman  fiij 
that  it  was  conlpnant  with  juftice  to  deny  an  .  accufer  th« 
right  to  reply^toViJefcflce  criminating  himfelf  ?  Would  he 
affert,  that  wh^rft  }n  the  courfe  of  a.pvWic  trial,  there  weit 
t^^o  accufers,  it  w|is  fair  to  hear  only  oneJ.?^  Would  he  main* 
t^in,  that  when  a  pjcdbn  accufed  defends  himfelf  hy  recrimi-' 
i^ftiop^  ic  was  either  juft  qr  candid  t9  refufe  to  hear  Jbis-pro- 
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ccutor,  in  reply  to  that  part  of  the  defence  which  tvas  found* 
sd  on  recrimination  ?  Would  he  agree,  that  it  was  confonant 
NTith  conftitutional  ideas  of  law  and  juflice,  to  acquit  the  ac- 
zufed  after  a  trial,  and  to  condemn  the  accufer  without  a  trial 
and  without  hearing  his  defence  t   Had  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman forgot,  that  fince  the  Revolution,  the  twelve  judges 
hadfigneda  paper,  declaring  their  unanimous  opinion  that  it 
ivas  the  undoubted  right  of  the  profecutor,  in  cafe  of  high 
treafpn,  to  reply  after  a  defence  ;   and  had  the  honourable 
gentleman  forgot  that  Chief  Juftice  Holt  was  one  of  the 
twelve  ?  Was  the  honourable  gentleman  prepared  to  fay,  that 
the  volumes  of  State  Trials  did  not  abound  with  frequent  in- 
fiances  of  the  exercife  of  this  right,  not  merely  in  cafes  of 
high  treafon,  but  equally  in  cafes  of  trial  of  offences  of  the 
hi^heft,  the  middle,  and  the  lower  order  :  equally  in  cafes  of 
mifdemenour,  felony,  and  trcafon  ?  Was  he  ready  to  contro- 
vert the  faft,  that  the  late  chief  juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
-When  folicitor  general,  cxcrcifed  the  right  in  qucftion,  againft 
a  noble  lord  now  living ;'  and  the  ftill  more  recent  faft,  that 
the  prefent  chief  juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  when  folicitor 
general,  apologized  in  court  for  not  exerciling  the  fame  right 
on  the  trial  of  the  Duchefs  of  Kingfton  ?  Had  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  forgot,  that  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Home,  the 
right  was  challenged  by  the  defendant ;  that  the  Court  de- 
clared it  would  not  bear  an  argument,  and  that  the  prefent 
lord  chancellor,  at  that  time  attorney  general,  was  allowed  to 
reply,  although  no  witneflcs  had   been  examined  by  Mr. 
Home,  with   11  view  to  preclude  a  reply  on  the  part  of  the 
crown  ?   Would  he  deny,  that  during  the  laft  Parliament,  a 
member  of  that  Houfe,  who  had  preferred  a  very  ferious 
charge  againft  a  noble  lord  near  him,  had  been  indulged  with 
replying  to  the  defence  m^de  by  the  noble  lord  ?  Would  he 
deny,  that  in  all  land  courts  martial,  the  judge  advocate,  or 
whoever  appeared  and.adted  in  the  charafter  of  profecutor, 
always  replied  to  the  defence  ?  Would  he  deny,  that  in  naval 
courts  martial  the  prad^ice  was  common  for  ih-j  accufer  to 
fpeak-  to  the  merits }  Would  he  deny,  that  AdranaT  Knowlc.f,^ 
when  he  brought  his  capci/ms  to  trial,  cxcrcifed  this  right  ? 
Would  he  deny  that  Admiral  Knovvlcs's  captains,  when  thty 
complained  that  their  commander  had  endeavoured  to  fliitt 
the  blame  due  to  himfclf  upon  their  (boulders,  and  demanded 
a  court  martial  upon  him,  were  allowed  to  exercife  this  right 
without  the  leaft  objeftion  on  four  fucceflive  trials  ?  In  cafe 
of  an  impeachment  of  a  minifter,  would  not  the  honourable 
g'^ntleman  thick  the  managers  of  that  impeachment  in  the 
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Houfe  of  Lords,  had  great  reafon  to  complain,  if  they  were 
denied  the  right  of  replying,  and  were  reftridted  folely  to  the 
examination  of  their  witneflcs  ?  Would  he  deny  him  the 
right  giveiri  him  by  that  chapter  of  Magna  Charta,  by  which 
it  was  declared  that  no  Englifhman  fliould  be  fcized,  or  im- 
prifoned,  or  deprived  of  his  liberty,  his  property,  or  his  good 
name,  without  trial  by  his  peers ;  and  laftly,  if  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  fhould  ever  himfelf  be  lb  unfortunate  as  to  be 
declared  in  that  Houfe  a  falfc  and  malicious  accufer,  would  be 
not  think  it  hard  to  be  deprived  of  the  advantage  that  rouft 
naturally  refult  from  the  ule  of  his  eloquence  (which  hadfo 
often  charmed  the  Houfe,  and  fo  often  attacked  and  defended 
others)  in  his  own  juftiflcation. 

After  fpeaking  for  fome  time  in  this  manner,  he  drew  a  pic- 
Jurc,as'he  called  it,  of  the  fituation  which  Mr.  Fox  would 
be  in,  Ihould.he,  after  denying  him  that  jullice  to  which 
every  EngliHiman.  by  the  conftitution  of  his  country,  and 
the  humane  fpirit  of  its  laws  was  entitled,  ever  be  ovcr- 
"Whelmcd  by  a  fimilar  prcflure  of  misfortune.     He  remind- 
ed him  of  the  uncertainty  of  human  affairs,   the  flrangc  vi- 
ciflitudes  which  every  man  is- born  to  undergo,  and  which 
in  the  mod  unexpcftcd  moment  often  reverfed  a  man's  for- 
tune, and  jfrom  the  topmaft  round  of  honour  and  fucccfs, 
plunged  him  into  the  loweft  depth  of  mifery  and  misfortune. 
After  bidding  him  a  fecond  time  take  notice  that  he  had  warn- 
ed him,   Sir  Hugh  changed  the  mode  of  his  reafoning,  and 
fa  id,  that  inft^ead  of  the  argumentum  ad  hominem,  he  would 
adopt   the   argumentum   ad  homines,    and   faid,     if   the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  notwithflanding  his   warning,  fhould 
be  hurried  away  by  the  rage  of  party,  by  his  zeal  for  thp 
admiral,  by  his  hatred   to  him,  by  his  attachment  to  the 
caufe  in  which  he  was  engaged,  or  by  any  other  motive,  and 
Ihould  perlift  in  declaring  him  to  be  a  falfe  and  malicious  ac- 
cufer; nay,  even  if  his  committee  of  fafety  fhould  publilh 
their  alfent  to  fuch  a  mockery  of  truth  and  jufticc,  he  wouU 
rely  with  confidence  on  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  Parliament, 
and  comfort  himfelf  \Vith  the  afTurancc,  that  the  Houfe  would 
ever  proteft  the  innocent,   and  diftinguifh  between  the  op- 
preffed  and  the  criminal  ? 

Sir  Hugh  next  faid,  that  he  mufl  claim  the  attention  of  the 

committee  to  fome  general  remarks  upon  the  refpeftivc  con- 

duft  of  Admiral  Keppel  and  himfelf,  relative  to  the  two  courts 

martial,  and  the  motives  and  manner  of  that  conduft.  He  be- 
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this  part  of  his  argument  with  faying,  that  he  deeply  la- 
ited  the  late  diifentions  and  diviiions  in  the  navy,  and  that 
vaa  ab  >¥illing  as  any  man  to  facrifice  his  private  feelings  to 
pttblic  <juict ;  but  there  were  fome  injuries  which  neither 
.nor  Hq  imagined  any  Englifhman,  could  think  it  fitting 
MA^qial  tQ  the  public  intereft,  to  fufFer  patiently.     Of 
I  nature  was  the  cruel  advantage  which  had  been  taken  of 
i  |>ait  of  the  fentence  of  Admiral  KeppePs  court  martial^ 
which -he  was  declared  a  falfe  and  malicious  accufer ;  of 
iU  foundation  of  the  cenfure  paiTed  upon  himby  that  fen* 
Qjt  he  had  already  fpoken  on  more  than  one  ground,  though 
'lAGompetency  of  the  court  to  try  him,  much  more  to 
viA  him  without  trial,  )vas  a  fui&cient  invalidation  of 
C  pert  of  the  fentence  w^ich  refpeded  him.     If  Admiral 
|^f4*8  friends  were  determined  to  perfift  in  their  perfecu*- 
g  fipitit,  and  drive  him  out  of  his  profeffion,  he  muft  in  his 
nfOcieiioe  go  into  an  explanation  of  the  motives  of  his,€on«^ 
i^.90is>f.  the  grounds  upon  which  he  had  proceeded,  ia 
fanrifig  the  accufation  ;  —  an  explanation  which  might 
BUjr '.tender  the  admiral's  acquittal  fomewhat  lefs  fplen*- 
luid  lefs  honourable.    This,  however,  was  not  what  he 
^Ifd  to  do ;  I^  ^3s  willing  to  clofe  the  fcene,  for  the  fake 
(VHimtl  quiet,  and  would  forget  pad  injuries,  if  his  ene* 
»5iMKi|d  abftain  from  new  provocations. 
Wgith  regard  to  the  twp  trials  of  Admiral  Keppel  and  him^ 
'y .  |ip  maintained,  that  they  wer^  fo  nearly  correfpondenC 
l|ifir..evonts  that  no  man  could  detraft  from  the  innocence 
M^'party  tried,  without  iqjpeaching  the  inmeKrence  of  the 
nen.    Both  had  been .  accufers,  both  had  been  .accufed; 
Al  liad  been  Aned,  both  had  been  acquitted,    la  their  fates 
ev6fiW4»  not  the  leaft  diiFerence,  and  if  their  motives  were 
lipfear^  he  trufted  that  his  would  be  found  to  :be  jhe  leafl: 
^pt^pnable  when  candidly,  cxaniined..  He  was  aware  be 
1  been  cenfured  for  having  Tecrimifiated,  ^but  was  recrimi^ 
lion  iq  no. cafe  juftifiable  i-^.  He  did  not  prefer  his  charge 
i  ifwai  evident  that  i;.t'was  the  defign  of  Admiral  Keppel's 
endt  to  rvin  hin^,  ai\<;i  by  vindenigfcining  arts  to  effect  that 
in^     In  bis  own  defence  he  became*  an  accufer  ;  and  when 
d\4  fo»  he  did  it  openly  and  dir^Ajy>  ia  tho.charaAer  of 
>ublip  profecutor.     Admiral-^K^ppel  chofe  axontrary.line 
COQ^tt^t ;  he  began  with  fuggcAions  and  jnfinuations,  and 
the.Uft  pever  would,  though^vepeatedly  foUcited,  prefer  a 
blicchargCy  but,  appeat^..|f)  n^  enemy  againft  him,  thus 

uniting 
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nniting  the  double  charaftcr  of  accufer  and  witnefs.  After 
arguing  this  for  fome  time  very  forcibly,  Sir  Hugh  declaicd 
what  his  original  opinion  of  the  condu^  of  the  Admiral  oi 
the  27th  of  July  was.  He  faid,  he  had  ever  coniidered,  that 
the  Britifli  fleet  was  led  into  a£lion  in  i  diforderly  manner 
at  firft.  That  in  the  beginning  of  the  day,  there  was  too 
much  confidence,  too  much  contempt  of  the  enemy  ;  towards 
the  clofe  of  it,  too  much  awe,  too  much  diffidence  in  thcm- 
felves.  That  they  kept  at  too  great  a  diftancc,  and  afied 
with  too  much  cohfufion.  Immediately  on  the  day  of  the 
aftion,  his  friendfliip  and  regard  for  the  admirali  the  tv» 
membrance  of  his  former  fervices,  and  his  great  name  in  the 
world,  inclined  him  to  afcribe  his  cdnduft  to  error  of  jodg-  ^ 
ment,  to  ill  health,  to  ill  advice,  in  fhort,  to  any  thing  Irat 
to  crimmality.  That  feeing  matters  in  this  lignty  though 
he  did  not  think  the  bufinefs  of  the  day  merited  hii  approbt* 
tion,  he  had  rigidly  abftained  from  cenfure,  fecret  farffliiCy 
and  underhand  detraction.  Nor  had  he  at  all  cbmged  hii 
opinion,  or  viewed  Admiral  Keppel's  conduft  in  the  haiih 
light  in  which  it  was  exhibited  in  bis  accufation,  till  he  w» 
forced  to  confider  it  in  a  very  different  point  of  view  from 
that  in  which  he  was  at  firft  inclined  to  regard  it.  At]>r«- 
fent,  he  had  no  wifh  to  alter  that  part  of  the  fenteQce  of  the 
firft  court  martial  which  acquitted  Admiral  Keppel;  he 
might  err  in  his  judgment^  as  to  the  validity  of  his  chaTget| 
it  was  the  juftice  of  his  motives  alone  that  he  indftcd  on. 
Admiral  Keppel's  friends  might  load  him  with  honours^  they 
might  celebrate  his  acquittal  with  votes  of  Parliamei|t,  widi 
public  illuminations,  with  city  boxes,  with  triumphal  co* 
lumns,  and  they  might  commemorate  the  day  of  his  acquit- 
tal as  an  anniverfary.  He  only  begged  them  to  defift  from 
attacking  him,  from  loading  him  with  unmerited  invoAiTei 
from  deeming  him  to  be,  what  he  never  had  been,  nor  ever 
would  be,  a  falfe  and  malicious  accufer  !^ 

Sir  Hugh  wound  up  h^is  argument  with  contraftinp  the  dif- 
ferent circumftances  under  which  he  and  the  admiral  went 
to  their  refpefiive  trials^  The  admiral  had  all  the  prejudice 
of  the  nation  on  his  fide,  he  was  fupported  by  the  whole 
wei^t  of  oppofition,  and  fecretly  aiEfted  my  many,  who 
publicly  avowed  themfelves  the  friends  of  governmeot. 
Previous  to  his  trial  an  aft  was  obtained  for  trying  him  oa 
Ihore,  contrary  to  «11  precedent';  and  during  his  trial,  he 
was  kept  in  counteuatice  by  the  prefence  of  the  leaders  of  the 

oppofitiba 
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pofition  in  both  Houfes.  On  the  contrary,  before  he 
Utto  his  trial,  he  was  menaced  for  defiring  one,  and  every 
saot  were  ufed  to  prevent  it  from  taking  place.  The  pub- 
'irere  inflamed  againft  him  by  the  vote  in  favour  of  Admi- 
Keppel,  and  he  was  rendered  the  objefl  of  general  odium, 
iSvery  poffiUe  art  that  could  promote  fuch  a  purpofe ;  even 

Paiges  were  attempted  to  be  prejudiced  againft  him. 
WSr  all  thefe  difadvantages,  therefore,  Sir  Hugh  faid,  he 
ifiderec]  his  acquinal  as  the  moft  honourable  circumftance 
liitlife,  and  he  flattered  himfelf,  if  the  Houfe  fhould  think 
iog[]aiE^y  inta  the  two  courts  martial  neccfTary,  he  (hould 
f  virkeQ  that  enquiry  was  over,  if  it  were  fairly  gone  into, 
teioofed  a  &lfe  and  malicious  accufer. 

ISanrskl  J&pf>ei.  faid,  he  could  not  fit  ftill  after  what  had  Admiral 
<djj    be  mufl  rife  and  fay  a  few  words  on  the  occalion,  ^*^M 

lbfiiy-.lhonld  be  only  a  few.  He  would  not  follow  the 
*i**Or  Jof  Grepnwich-Hofpital  (by  which  name  in  future 
|W>alcl  always  call  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  by  no 
tt'jS).;h&. would  not  follow  the  governor  of  Greenwich* 
ipi^l.  t:hroti|h  his  long  detail ;  it  was  unnecefTary.  With 
••'^•*0-  ^be  au  for. trying  him  on  fhore,  he  thought  himfelf' 
l^.ii&^ebted  to  the  Houfe  for  their  humanity,  and  he 
^tftlRffr  lemember  it  with  the  warmeft  gratitude ;  in  the 
fl^^one  ja  which  he  then  was,  had  he  not  been  tried  on 
i^-:JbiMitfe^  let  the  fentence  have  been  what  it  might, 
W  Jijftve.  paid  the  forfeit  ;.he  could  not  have  furvived  it; 
WM^fUictAc  Ihould  havjc  died.  The  governor  of  Green- 
Al'tliXo^piitali  as  well  as  he,  had  been  tried.  Upon  the  fen- 
W^C  Klie  two  courts  martial  he  ftood,  and  by  their  judg* 
i*^^^  would  abide.  One  of  them  had  acquitted  him  ho- 
iW'bly,  ,atid  had  deemed  the  governor  of  Greenwich  Hof- 
ff*'*^*alfc  and  malicious  accufer.  He  knew  as  little  as  the 
^eniQf  of  Greenwich- Hofpital,  perhaps  lefs,  what  the  fen- 
P*;^Ould.bc  before  it  was  delivered.  Had  it  been  pof&ble 
||rlik&  jtoUave  fuggefted  the  wording  of  it,  falfe  and  mali- 
fi**  ^c  re- thp  terms  he  fhould  probably  haveapplied  to  the 
jg»Vioa,  hecaufe  thofe  terms  beft  exprefled  bis  fcnfe  of  it. 
w^^^idea  of  the  governor  of  Greenwich-Hofpital  was, 
•?^^P''to  the  sKXuflition,  and  relative  to  the  fentence,  pre* 
.^'^''^te  tht-dclivery  of  the  latter,  he  knew  oot,  but  be  re- 
[2r*  ■  ^>  Itbat  the  governor  efGreenwich-Hofpitalwasr  out 
l*«^u^,.|ijid/did  not  ftay  to  hear  the  fentence.     He  had 

*f  ^^^  i&v^itace  for-the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  his  judges; 
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the  utmofl;  gratitude    for  the  favours  of  that  Houfc,  and 
for  the  applaufe  of  his  country.  The  governor  of  Grecnwich- 
Hofpital  had  attacked  the  impartiality  of  the  one,  and  queC- 
tioned  the  good  fenfc  of  the  other.      The  greateft  part  of  the 
long  detail  read  to  the  Floufc  by  the  governor  of  Green wich- 
Hofpital  was  compofed  of  arguments  againft  the  competency 
of  the  court  martial  by  which  he  was  tried,  and  agatnft  the 
fairnefs  and  regularity  of  its  proceedings.    Thofe  proceeding! 
were  before  the  puBlic ;  every  man  was  capable  of  judging 
how  far  they  were  liable  to  challenge  or  to  queftion,  but  there 
was  but  one  way  of  coming  at  the  motives  which  influenced 
the  court  martial,   and  occafioned  the  fentence  to  be  wordtd 
as  it  was  ;  to  that  one  way  he  had  not  (he  flighted  objedibib 
*'  Abfolvc  the  members  of  the  court-martial  from  their 
oath  ;  call  them  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,   and  enter  into  a" 
full  and  free  examination  of  every  one  of  them."  To  this  he 
wafr  ready  to  confent ;   and  by  this  means,    and  this  only) 
could  the  real  impulfe  which  dircfted  their  conduA  be  difto^ 
vcred.    The  governor  of  Greenwich- Hofpital  had  termed  hiA 
an  accufcr  ;  he  never  had  been  an  accufcr ;  it  never  had  en^ 
tered  into  his  head  to  accufc  the  governor  of  Greenlwich- 
Hofpital.     He  did  not  entirely  approve  his  conduA ; '  but  ihfc 
governor  ofGrcenwich^Hofpital  being  his  inferior  officer,  be 
thought  he  could  at  any  time,  as  he  had  before  faid  in  fhac 
Houfe,  put  him  by  with  a  fillip*    In  part  of  the  xletail  read  by 
the  governor  of  Greenwich- Hofpital;  a  great  many  menacei  , 
were  thrown  out  by  way  of  coming  to  terins  ;  and  it  w» 
threatened,  that  if  Admiral  Keppel's  friends  did  this^  or  that| 
or  the  other,  then  the  governor  of  Greenwich-Hofpital  wodd 
do  fo  and  fo.     Admiral  KeppePs  friends  were  out  of  ihe^ 
qucftion  ;  Admiral  Keppel  was  prefent  to  anfwcr  for  himfelff 
and  Admiral  Keppel  would  never  accept  of  any  comprOmift- 
offered  by  the  governor  of  Greenwich-Hofpital.     Adinird 
Keppel'%  condu£t  was  before  the  public,  they  would  judge  of 
it,  and  drawiitheir  own  inference  rcfpeding  it.   With  rtgat 
to  any  tutu^Or^  enquiry,   he  was  ready  to  meet  it;  he  bad 
gone  through  dnb  trial  with  honour,  and  he  did  not  doubt 
hut  he  fhould  come  from  a  fecond  equally  clean  and  unfi]b> 
lied  ;  bur  for  the  future  he  begged  the  Houfc  to  know,  once- 
for  all^  that  {ic'ftiouldjnot  hold  himfelf  bound  to  refiyioznf' 
thiDg.faicf  by  the  governor  of  Green  wich-Hofpital  {it  was  in 
his  opinion  indecent  t!o  take:  up  the  time  of  the  I)oufo  with 
his/priviite.:c0nceri3&  iind  altttcations.     He  ftood  6n  puUiC' 

ground, 
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Sound,  and  that  was  the  light  in  which  he  had  always  con- 
ercd  hinifelf.  The  fingle  thing  he  had  to  rjproach  himfclf 
with  was,  his  letter  to  the  admiralty  immediately  after  the 
rfair  of  the  27th  of  July.  That  letter  did  not  contain  the 
Tal  fentimenis  of  his  heart.  His  iecretary  knew  what  he 
aid  to  be  true  ;  his  fccretary  was  ready  to  take  his  oath  in 
my  court  in  the  kingdom  that  the  letter  which  he  lirft  wrote, 
md  that  which  he  fent  to  the  admiralty,  were  widely  dif- 
crent.  The  firft  contained  his  genuine  lenriments,  diftated 
ly  thofe  feelings  which  arofe  from  an  immediate  conviftion 
3f  the  confequence  of  the  governor  of  Greenwich-Hofpital's 
conduft.  The  fecond  gave  him  more  trouble  than  any  mat- 
ter he  had  ever  engaged  in.  His  friendfliip,  his  good-nature, 
the  regard  which  he  then  had  for  the  governor  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital,  his  opinion  of  that  officer's  gallantry,  all  got  the 
better  of  his  juftice,  and  the  truth  was,  after  altering  and 
altering  the  letter,  he  made  a  lad  piece  of  work  of  it ;  he 
could  only  fay,  he  would  never  fall  into  a  fimilar  en  or. 

The  admiral  faid  farther,  that  before  he  had  heard  the 
toccdi  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  and  the  long 
detail  read  by  the  governor  of  Greenwich-Hofpital,  it  was  his 
intention  to  have  faid  fomcthing  relative  to  the  immediate 
bafincfs  of  the  day.  What  had  fallen  in  the  courfc  of  the 
debate  had  drawn  his  attention  another  way.  With  regard 
to  what  had  been  faid  by  his  honourable  relation  near  him, 
Telative  to  the  convifted  falfiiood  and  the  recorded  treachery 
of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  he  believed  the  full  lord 
cf  t^  admiralty  was  fo  far  liable  to  tlic  imputation,  that  he 
im  capable  of  being  guilty  of  juft  as  much  treachery  as  any 
nan  coald  praSife  without  rendering  himfelf  liable  to  a  trial 
in  a  court  of  law,  and  incurring  a  legal  punilhment.  This 
opinion,  though  juftified  by  pcrlbnal  experience  on  his  part, 
wa«  by  no  means  a  new  idea.  His  honourable  relation  near 
him  had.  In  confequence  of  his  entertaining  this  idea,  cen- 
furcd  him  for  taking  a  command  under  the  prcicnt  admini- 
ftratioD,  when  he,  from  a  wifli -to  fcrve  his  country  in  an 
lour  of  difficulty,  which  ever  had,  and  ever  would  wcigli 
with  him  above  all  private  or  pcrlbnal  confiJerations  ^»i- 
gaged  to  go  out  on  board  the  Vii^v)ry.  His  lionoural>le  re- 
ution  had  told  him  in  dirtdt  terms,  that  the  admiralty  board 
was  not  to  be  trufted,  tliat  the  prefiding  lord  would  iirft 
deceive  and  then  betray  him.  His  honourable  relation's  ad- 
vice he  had  originally  paid  lefs  attention  to,  than  he  generally 
fid,  to  every  thing  which  came  from  the  lame  quarter ;  he 
Vol,  XVIII.  G  g  impated 
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imputed  it  at  the  time,  partly  to  overzeal  for  his  ho- 
nour and  his  intereft,  and  partly  to  want  of  fufficicnt  confi- 
dence in  thofe  under  whom  he  was  to  be  employed.  Expe- 
rience however  had  proved  it  to  be  true,  and  whatever  colour 
the  admiralty  might  artfully  have  contrived  to  put  upon  their 
conduft  hitherto,  what  had  paffcd  in  the  Houfe  that  day, 
would  open  the  C)e5  of  the  pubic,  and  ihcw  the  fafl:  as  it 
was.  An  honourable  friend  of  his,  had  fpoken  early  in  the 
debate,  and  aflccd,  why  were  not  certain  admirals  whom  he  ' 
had  mentioned  by  name,  employed  ?  He  was  ready  to  join 
in  the  fame  qucftion.  As  to  himfelf,  he  thanked  his  hoiioTi- 
rable  friend  for  the  refpeftful  manner  i^  which  he  had  allu- 
ded to  him,  but  his  ferving  again  under  the  prcfent  admiqi- 
ftration  was  out  of  the  qucftion  ;  it  was  impoffible  :  but  he 
could  not  but  alk  why  Sir  Robert  Harland,  and  other  officert, 
men  every  way  his  fuperiors  in  profeflional  fliill,  were  un- 
employed. He  meant  neither  difrefpcdt  nor  difparagcmcat 
to  thofe  on  boai;d  the  fleets ;  many  of  them  he  knew  to  Ic 
brave  worthy  men,  but  without  naming  particular  perfons, 
he  would  take  upon  hinrto  fay,  that  there  were  abler  officcn 
now  on  Ihorc  than  at  Jea,  ana  he  challenged  the  whole  board 
of  admiralty  to  controvert  the  aflertion  ;  he  would  enter  open 
the  comparifon  immediately,  and  would  undertake  to  pai^ 
them,  if  his  challenge  Ihould  be  accepted. 
The  Hon.  The  honourable  Jokn  Joivnjhend  rofe  immediately  after" 
y^ibnTowB- Admiral  Keppel,  and  faid,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  determine  in 
jncnd,  what  light  he  was  to  confider  the  long  manufcript  read  to ' 

the  committee  by  the  vice-admiral  oppofite  to  him  ;  at  one 
time  he  had  been  induced  to  rt|ard  it  rather  as  an  addrds 
than  a  fpeech,  but  then,  though  clearly  it  was  not  the  httcr, 
it  did  not  direftly  fall  within  the  defcription  of  the  former; 
of  fuch  addrcffes  at  leaft,  as  generally  were  fent  up  to  St. 
James's  from  that  Houfe  in  anfwer  to  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne ;  all  thole  addrefles  were  entitled  humble  addreffes, 
an  epithet,  which  certainly  had  no  relation  either  to  the 
matter  read  to  the  Houfe  by  the  vice-admiral,  or  tlic  manner, 
in  which  that  matter  was  recited.  Again,  an  addrefs  of  the 
Houfe  in  anlwer  to  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  was  generally 
confidered  as  an  echo  to  the  fpeech  ;  now  the  vice-admtral'i 
addrefs  was  clearly  written  previous  to  his  honourable  friend's 
[Mr.  Fox's]  fpeech  of  that  day,  to  which,  by  the  vice-admi- 
ral's introduftory  words  he  meant  it  to  apply*  It  could  not 
therefore  be  confidered  as  an  echo  to  that  fpeech,  unlefs  it 
was  admitted  under  an  IriQi  conftruAion^  and  was  allowed 

to 
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obe  an  echo  to  a  fpcech  before  it  was  made.  He  was  per* 
Haded,  however,  that  had  the  vice-admiral  heard  his  honou- 
ible  friend's  fpeech,  or  known  what  he  meant  to  fay  upon 
le  occa-fion,  previous  to  his  having  his  addrefs  committed  to 
iper,  the  addrefs  he  had  read  would  not  have  been  the 
iply  he  would  have  thought  fit  to  make  to  his  honourable 
iend*8  argument.  The  vice-admiral's  conduft  had  furprized 
im  extremely,  nor  could  he  folve  it  by  any  of  the  common 
lies  of  rcafoning  ;  his  honourable  friend,  in  anfwer  to  the 
;ry  extraordinary  interpoluion  and  interruption  which  the 
[oufe  had  witnefTed,  had  declared  his  intention  of  exercifing 
le  freedom  of  debate  in  its  true  fenfe,  viz.  that  of  avoiding 
erfonal  offence,  and  at  the  fame  time  of  fupporting  and 
laintaining  the  undoubted  r  ght  of  every  member  of  that 
[oufci  to  difcufs  matters  of  public  authority,  matters  of  public 
xord,  without  referve.  He  for  one,  cordially  and  heartily 
iblcribed  to  his  dodrine,  and  he  meant,  in  his  future  par- 
amentary  condud  to  adhere  to  it  in  its  fulled  extent.  The 
ials  of  Admiral  Keppcl  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  the  rc- 
»eAive  fentences  paffed  upon  thofe  two  officers,  were  mat- 
in o^  public  record,  and  as  fuch,  he  fliould,  without  mean- 
ig  to  offer  the  lea  ft  pcrfonal  offence  to  either,  advert  to  with 
le  utmoft  freedom  as  often  as  the  fubjcft  fliould  come  under 
iiculfion  either  within  thole  walls  or  without  doors.  When, 
pon  referring  to  thofe  fentences,  he  faw  that  one  admiral 
as  moft  honourably  acquitted,  and  the  other  declared  a  falfe 
id  malicious  accufer,  he  thought  himfclf  warranted,  to 
lopt  the  words  of  either  fentence,  and  to  quote  them  on 
ly  occaiioD  without  queftion,  becaufc  he  had  always  un- 
erftood  that  matters  of  judicial  record,  were  matters  of 
iiblic  converfation,  and  that  every  man  midit  advert 
)  thein  in  what  manner  he  thought  proper.  Confidering 
le  whole  of  the  cafe  as  it  flood,  he  could  not,  he  repeated  it, 
ipprefs  his  aftonifhment  at  the  language  held  by  the  gover- 
or  of  Greenwich  Hofpital.  Had  the  honourable  gentleman 
icceeded  in  his  accufation,  had  he  made  it  out,  had  he  been' 
^Ic' to  prove,  by  competent  evidence,  that  the  perfon  he 
lai^d  was  an  unflcilful  officer,  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
eachery,  that  he  was  a  betrayer  of  his  country,  that  he 
tid  departed  from  his  allegiance,  and  had  either  for  a  bribe, 
om  want  of  Ikill,  or  from  bafenefs,  abandoned  her  defence 
id  fuffered  viftory  to  efcape  him,  when  it  was  in  his  reach, 
1  the  kingdom  would  have  united  in  giving  him  due  praifes, 
\  returning  him  loud  thanks  and  applaufe  for  having  detec- 

Q  S  2,  ted 
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ted  a  dangerous  traitor,  and  for  having  brought  him  to  his 
merited  and  to  condign  puniflinient.  If  fuch  had  been  the 
caib,  Mr.  Townfhend  afked,  would  the  vice-admiral  have  j 
thought  himfelf  ill-ufed,  had  that  Houfe,  or  the  public  at  ■ 
large,  been  niggards  in  applaufe  ?  Would  not  he  have  had  a 
rigiit  to  expedt  every  epithet  of  praife,  every  expreffion  that 
the  hnguage  could  convey  of  approbation  ? 

Takin;:;  the  matter  therefore  in  this  light,  what  wis  not 
to  be  expeftedj  when  the  reverfe  of  the  pifture  was  the  true 
reprcfentation  of  what  had  paffed  ?  When  fo  far  from  the 
honourable  admiral  near  him  having  been  convifted  of  nc- 
gleft  or.  ill  conduftj  the  court-martial  had  pronounced  moft 
honourably  in  his  favonr,  and  had  condemned  his  accufer, 
as  a  man  guilty  of  a  falfe  and  malicious  accufation.  Under 
fuch  a  fentence,  ought  not  the  vice-admiral  to  feel  himfelf 
happy  at  his  honourable  friend's  declaration,  that  he  meant 
not  to  attack  him,  but  that  his  reproaches  fhould  be  dirc&cd 
folely  againft  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  whom  he  con^ 
fidered  as  the  principal  caufe  of  all  the  mifchief !  Ought  not 
the  vice-admiral,  inftead  of  holding  an  indignant  and  rc» 
fentful  language,  to  feel  his  honourable  friend's  forbearance, 
as  the  greateft  favour  that  could  be  done  him,  and  to  bow  to 
it  with  the  profoundeft  humility,  and  the  profoundeft  gra* 
titude  !  '  ^ 

Having  "urged  this  argument;  pretty  ftrongly,  Mr.  Town- 
fhend faid,  bir  Hugh  Pallifer's  filcnce  immediately  after  the 
lentence  of  the  court-martial  was  known,  his  refignation  of 
his  lieutenant-generalfhip  of  marines,  his  retirement  from 
parliament  at  that  time,  and  his'  high  tone  now,  all  re- 
minded him  of  a  fcene  between  two  charafters  in  a  play, 
which  he  had  often  laughed  at,  and  he  doubted  not  every 
gentleman  prefent  had  frequently  done  the  fame.  In  the 
play  [the  Old  Bachelor]  he  alluded  to,  a  bluftering  being 
[Noll  BlufF]  was  kicked  and  difgraced  at  one  period  of 
the  plotj  which  he  fuffcred  with  the  utmoft  patience,  and 
without  attempting  cither  to-defend  himfelf  or  to  retaliate 
on  his  aflailant,  but,  in  a  fublequent  fcene,  in  which  a  dia- 
logue eniues  between  the  bully  ai^d  his  friend  Sir  Jofeph, 
[Sir  Jofeph  Witlol,]  the  former  grows  angry,  and  fays, 
*'  Death  and  hell,  to  be  affronted  thus !  I'll  die  before  rll 
i'uffer  it."  Sir  Jofeph  endeavours  to  perfuade  him,  not  to 
revive  what  had  difgraced  him,  and  what  was  then  paft  re- 
medy, and  alks  him,  whether  he  was  not  **  abufed,  cuffed, 
and  kicked  ?  To  which  the  bully  fwears,  '<  By  the  immor- 

-  tal 
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I  thunder  of  great  guns,  'tis  falfc,'*  and  draws  his  fvvord. 
r  Jofepli  begs  him  not  to  be  in  a  paffion,  and  fays,  "  Put 
*^  put  up."  The  bully  replies,  "  By  hc^ivcn,  'tis  not  to  be 
iC  up."  Sir  Jofeph  iays  in  anfwcr,  —  "  What?  "  The 
lily  replies,  **  The  affront."  Sir  Jofeph  then  adds,  — ; — 
That's  put  up  already  ;  thy  fword  1  mean,  put  up,  put  up 
mr  fword."     Th-s  fcenc,  Mr.  Towndiend  faid,  ftruck  him 

a  ftrong  refemblance  of  the  vice-admiral's  conduft  ;  he  ad- 
fed  him,  there  tore,  to  put  up  his  anger,  and  think  himfelf 
;!!  off  to. reft  as  he  was. 

Mr,  Smith  rofe  next,  and  obferved,  that  the  noble  Lord,  Mr.  Smiths 
#ord  Nortli]  in  his  fpecch,  had  chiefly  confined  himfelf  to 
e  fcntcnce  of  one  of  the  two  courts  martial,  and  had,  as  it 
srt,  wholly  paflcd  by  the  other.  'I'he  noble  Lord  had 
LeiL  great  pains  to  dwell  upon  that  part  of  the  fcntence» 
[iich  declared,  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  "  had  in  many  in- 
mcc8  on  the  27th  of  July,,  fliewn  exemplary  and  highly 
ericorious  conduft,"  but  he  had  forgot,  or  chofen  to  drop 
I  notice  of  that  part  of  the  fcntence  of  the  preceding  court- 
artial)  which  declared,  that  the  accufation  againft  Admiral 
q>pel  was  malicious  and  ill-founded.     The  one  was  furcly 

fiiroog  as  the  other,  and  ought  to  weigh  at  leaft  as  much 
.Ulrthe  Houfe  ;  but  if  the  fcntence  palled  by  Admiral  Kep- 
dV  court-martial,  was  not  fufficiently  a  proof  of  the  vice- 
Imirars  demerits,  what  inference  was  to  be  drawn  from 
is  own  eonduA,  from  his  refignation  of  his  lucrative  litua- 
9taot  lord  of  the  admiralty  and  lieutenant-general  of  ma- 
BSM^aLud  from  his  withdrawing  himlclf  from  public  notice, 
y^ving  up  his  feat  in  parliament. 

^JM)rd  Howe  faid  a  few  words.  The  Houfe  anxious  to  hear  Lord  Hctvc 
k  lord  (hip,  defired  him  to  raife  his  voice,  His  lordfhip 
Vif  that  he  difclaimed  all  praife,  and  made  no  public  decla- 
lotions  of  the  motives  that  induced  him  to  quit  his  Majcfty's 
crrjce.  And  he  defired  no  perfons  would  take  the  lil  criy 
ff.afcribfng  motives  to  him  for  nut  ferving,  which  they 
mild  ooly  fpeak  to  from  conjefture. 

^^ Admiral"  P/^<9/.  avowed  his  former  fentiments   refpefting  Adm  P/g<^f. 
iirHugh  Palliler. 

.,Mr,;jPaif:  affured  the  governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  that  Mr.  Fo^t* 
Ji^as  not  pcrfonally  his  enemy.  He  was  miftaken  if  he 
ioQgjjht  that  he  could  excite  hatred  in  him,  or  any  thing 
Sftf  What  he  had  faid,  was  direfted  not  againft  him,  but 
fiipatron  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty. 
M9  hQDOurable  gqntlemau  had  complained  of  the  liberties 
'•  '  that 
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that  had  teen  taken  with  his  name  in  his  abfence.     He  had 
faid  nothing  in  his  abfence  that  he  had  not  faid,  and  that  he 
would  not  now  repeat,  in  his  prcfence.     But  that  genllemaa 
ftood  on  particular  ground,  laid  Mr.  Fox,  when  he  com- 
plains of  things  faid  in  his  abfence.    For  why  was  he  abfenl? 
Why,  but,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  under  the  gallery 
had  well  obferved,  that  he  dared  not  to  face  the  indignant  re- 
fenrment  of  his  country  ?    Mr.  Fox  approved  alfo  of.  another 
obfervation  of  that  honourable  gentleman,   viz.  That  Sir 
Hugh  had  taken  notice  of  the  favourable  fentence  pronounced 
for  him,  but  not  of  that  fligma  which  had  been  fixed  on  him 
by  that  honourable  court  that  had  acquitted  Admiral  Keppcl. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman   might  thus  feleft  what  was 
in  his  own  favour,  in  thedecifions  of  courts  martial,  and  re- 
jeft  what  was  unfavourable,  he  might  indeed  make  up  an  ar- 
gument from  thofe  detached  parts  in  his  own  defence*     But 
it  was  a  bad  one  ;  for  if  he  admitted  the  validity  of  the  tcfti- 
mony  of  courts  martial  in  one  inftancc,  he  ought  to  admit  it 
in  every  inftance :  but  if  he  rejefted  any  part  of  the  judgment 
of  Mr.  Keppel's  court-martial,  he  might  and  ought  to  rejcft 
the  whole  ;  and  his  honourable  relation  was  not  yet  acquit- 
ted.    He  had  hinted  that  he  would  bring  the  dccifion  of  that 
court  under  revifion.     He  faw  whereabouts  he  was.    Wc 
have  the  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  our  fide,  and 
if  Mr.  Keppel's  friends  do  not  hold  their  tongues,  we  will 
overturn  a  certain  fentence  of  a  court-martial.     With  regard 
to  a  court-martial  that  fat  on  the  governor  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital,  Mr.  Fox  aiked  whether  there  were  not  any  other 
*    officers  of  rank  to  be  had  than  thofe  that  formed  that  court? 
And  vi^hether  there  were  not  perfons  in  that  court,  the  choice 
of  whom  for  that  bufinefs,  argued  a  diffidence  in  the  jufticc 
of  his  caufe  ?  It  had  been  faid,  that  Sir  Hugh  had  been  juf- 
tified  in  fpite  of  a  mighty  influence  that  had  arifen  in  the 
country  againft  him.     If  they  who  maintained  this  pofition, 
meant    an  influence  arifing   from    all  that  was   great  and 
good,  and  honourable  in  the  nation,  he  was  ready  to  allow 
it ;  but  it  was  not  a  miniflerial  influence.     It  was  not  in  op- 
polition  to  that,  that  he  had  been  acquitted. 

The  noble  lord  had  been  forward  to  claim  a  fhare  in  the 
demerit  of  appointing  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  government 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  and  let  him  take  it,  faid  Mr.  Fox, 
he  is  very  welcome  to  it.  The  noble  lord,  who  is  mailer  of 
great  ingenuity,  affirms,  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  court-mar- 
tial recommended  hipi  to  preferment.    If  fo,  why  were  mi- 

niftry 
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niftry  fo  backward  lo  promote  him  ?  Why  were  they  fo  dila- 
tory ?  Why  did  they  meanly,  aod  in  a  cowardly  manner,  de- 
fert  him,  and  abandon  him  for  fo  long  a  time,  to  a  torrent 
of  popular  abufe  and  obloquy  ? 

'J  he  noble  lord  recollcfls  what  was  faid  about  two  ycarJ 
ago,  by  an  honourable  gentleman  of  illuilrious  talents  and 
virtue,  concerning  that  unfortunate  man,  as  he  was  then 
called,  the  governor  now  of  Greenwich  Hofpital.  That 
gentleman  was  not  only  for  fuffering  him  to  retire  in  peace, 
and  without  any  farther  ftigma,  but  for  even  allowing  him 
an  annuity  for  his  comfortable  fubiiftence,  in  confidcration 
of  the  former  ment  of  his  actions.  That  honourable  gen- 
tleman, in  my  opinion,  went  too  far  when  he  made  fuch  li* 
beral  conceffions ;  but  even  from  that  honourable  gentle- 
nan's  good-natured  conccflions,  the  noble  lord  does  not 
reafon  juftly  ;  for  it  was  never  Mr.  Burke's  meaning  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  Ihould  receive  any  honorary  reward,  fuch 
at  the  government  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  and  has  always 
been  confidered,  but  to  make  his  life  in  fome  degree  tolera- 
ble, by  the  enjoyment  of  an  annuity  or  penlion,  or  fome 
inch  thing. 

The  noble  lord  fays,  that  the  government  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital  is  not  worth  more  than  feven  or  eight  hundred  pounds 
a-year.  Admitted,  faid  Mr.  Fox  ;  but  it  is  an  honourable 
office,  it  is  an  office  that  has  been  held  by  Sir  George  Bryd- 
gei  Rodney  and  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  and  that  it  is  therefore 
very  unfit  to  be  held  by  the  prefent  governor.  Were  it  fe- 
ven hundred,  or  but  feven  pounds  value  in  money,  ilill  it  is 
aa  honourable  place.  It  is  a  place  that  gives  high  rack  in  the 
fiavy.  Mr.  Fox  then  adverted  to  Lord  North's  reafoning 
on  the  obfervation  he  had  made,  that  Lord  Howe,  Admiral 
Keppel,  &c.  would  be  juftly  chargeable  with  madnefs,  fliould 
they  again  ierve  under  the  dire£lion  of  the  prefent  miniftry. 
'  Would  it  not  be  a  great  madnefs,  fays  the  noble  lord,  to  em- 
ploy agents  who  entertain  fuch  opinions  of  their  employers, 
who  believe  them  to  be  falfc  and  treacherous  } 

The  noble  lord  does  not  vindicate  Miniftry  againft  the 
charge  of  treachery  and  falfehood,  and  his  argument  is  this : 
We  are  falfe  and  treacherous,  and  we  will  not  employ  thofe 
who  know  us  to  be  fo.  There  may  be  ingenuity  and  wit  in 
fuich  replies,  but  there  is  little  judgment.  A  joke  is  a  poor  con- 
Iblation-  for  the  lofs  of  fo  many  gallant  men  as  have  been 
forced  to  quit  the  public  fervice.  The  prime  Minifter  is  con- 
tented with  the  pralfe  of  being  able  to  raife  a  laugh.     He 

hopes, 
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hopes,  that  if  gentlemen  cannot  fay  that  he  convinces  their 
judgment,  that  they  will  at  leaft  fay,  O  quam  beHe  concionarh ! 
hU.Pulte-       Mr,  PtJtertey  zgrced  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
'^cy-  fpoke  laft,  in  thinking  Miniftry  blameable  in  abandoning  Sir 

Hugh  Pallifer  fo  long  to  a  torrent  of  unmerited  popular  a bul'e 
and  obloquy.  They  ought  to  have  done  him  juftice  fooner, 
and  to  have  reftored  him  to  all  his  offices,  1  he  revival  of 
the  conteft  between  him  and  Mr.  Keppel,  was  a  thing  ex- 
tremely irkfome  and  difagrceable.  But  a  difcuflion  of  the 
matters  that  had  been  agitated  that  night,  was  to  be  expcft- 
ed  fome  time  or  other.  It  was  unavoidable;  and  the  fooner 
it  was  over,  as  he  hoped  it  now  was,  the  better.  He  main- 
tained, that  the  fcntenccs  oF  courts  martial,  and  of  all  courts, 
were  fubjeft  to  the  revifion  of  the  nation  at  large ;  and  that 
that  was  the  meaning  of  trials  being  carried  on,  not  with  fhat 
doors,  but  in  public.  Whoever  read  the  trial  of  Admiral 
Keppel,  would  regard  the  fentencc  pronounced  by  the  court, 
not  feparately,  and  by  itfelf,  but  wodld  pay  a  deference  to 
it  only  as  far  as  it  arofe  out  of  the  evidence  by  which  it  was  , 
fupported,  aqrf  on  which  it  was  founded. 

The  refolutions  were  agreed  to  v/ithout  a  devifion. 

December  5. 
The  report  of  the  committee  of  fupply  being  brought  op, 
tlie  fpeaker  put  the  queftion  that  it  be  now  read.  ^ 

Mr.  Mitt'        Mr.  Minchin  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  under  a  peculiar  difSculty, 
fbin»  From  the  thinncfs  of  the  Houfe,  and  from  what  had  been 

faid  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  day's  debate,  he  faw  clcarljr, 
that  it  was  not  a  fit  opportunity  to  go  into  a  difcuflion  of  the 
eftimates,  then  about  to  be  voted,  and  which,  extraordinary  al 
they  were  of  themfelves,  were  ftill  more  unaccountable  thatl 
thofe  of  the  lafl  year.  He  wifhed  to  fay  a  good  deal  upod 
them  ;  referving  therefore  to  himfelf  the  right  to  enter  upon 
them  on  a  future  occafion,  which  he  trufted  the  Houfe  would 
allow  him,  he  fhould  only  for  the  prcfcnt,  afk  a  finglc  quef- 
tion of  the  noble  lord,  who  fat  oppofitc  to  him,  and  he  wouli 
not  fcruple  to  confefs,  that  his  queftion  arofe  from  mere  crf- 
riolity ;  he  flattered  himfelf  therefore,  the  noble  lord  would 
fatisfy  him.  Upon  the  eftimates,  among  other  charges,  there 
was  one  for  the  expence  of  a  furgeon,  agent,  and  purveyor, 
for  Rhode-Ifland  for  the  enfuing  year.  Were  there  rcallf  • 
any  fuch  perfons  now  at  Rhode-Ifland  ? 
Lord  Lif'  Lord  Lijbume  declared,  he  would  moft  readily  fatisfy  the 
ku^-ne.  honourable  gentleman,  had  it  been  in  his  power.  That  he 
prefumed  the  eftimatc  was  made  out  and  tranfmiited  to  the 

admiraltjf 
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admiralty  officej  after  fuch  an  cftablifhment  had  been  made 
hj  the  commander  in  chief  at  lea  in  America,  and  while 
SJiode-lfland  was  in  our  poiTeflion.  He  knew  no  otherwife, 
but  be  would  enquire,  and  give  the  honourable  gentleman 
^erery  fatisfa£tion  in  his  power. 

,  Mr.  fF.  H.  Hartley,  I  do  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  grant  of  Mr.  jv,  //. 
money  to  the  naval  Icrvice  fo  effential  to  the  nation  at  thi$  i^artity. 
moment,  but  I  cannot  let  the  report  pafs  without  lamenting 
that  while  we  arc  voting  fuch  large  fums  for  the  navy  out  of 
the  pockets  of  our  conftituents,  we  find  it  flill  inadequate  to 
thefituation  of  the  country.  This  is  more  extraordinary  after 
the  boaft  we  have  heard  fome  years  ago,  that  the  Britim  fleet 
voold  be  fully  able  to  cope  with  the  united  force  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon.  Had  not  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  made 
<bii  declaration,  I  fhould  hold  him  equally  blameable,  when 
OQrforce  it  found  inferior,  as  from  him  the  nation  has  a  right 
to  expeft  a  navy  fufficiently  powerful,  to  fupport  the  honour 
Md  interefta  of  the  kingdom.  This  Houfe  has  never  refufed 
any  money  that  has  been  required  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy, 
the  noble  Lord  therefore  cannot  aflign  any  reafon  for  not  ha- 
ving it  equal  to  the  prefent  occafion,  but  what  muft  imply 
<ither  an  inattention  to  the  fervice,'  or  that  he  was  unac- 
Hinainted  with  the  Htuation  and  defigns  of  .the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon, But,  Sir,  when  we  confider  that  thofe  who  now  have 
the  management  of  public  affairs  are  the  fame  perfons  who 
lure  for  fo  manv  years  direfted  the  councils  of  this  nation  ; 
Aat  under  the(e  miniflers  we  have  been  plunged  into  our 
fitfent  fituation,  involved  in  a  war  with  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
ioo,  brought  on  by  the  unfortunate  difpute  with  our  Ameri- 
can coloniefi,  contrary  to  every  warning  that  has  been  given 
ihem,  and  the  confequences  which  were  foretold  would  follow 
ftom  fuch  m^afures ;  when  we  confider  that  with  regard  to 
«mr  American  brethren  tliey  refufed  to  attend  to  petitions,  or 
to  grant  any  thing,  when  matters  might  have  been  fettled  by 
filch  proceedings,  and  offered  more  than  was  before  dcfi red 
when  it  could  no  longer  have  any  effeft,  ofte  can  only  wonder 
that  the  country  fubmits  to  fuch  treatment.  When  in  the 
kenning  of  this  feffion  I  ventured  to  read  an  addrefs  to  give 
my  fentiments  upon  the  queftion  of  fupply,  I  wifhcd  to  doit 
•oflicw  my  readinefs  to  fupport  my  country,  though  I  at  the 
fwic  time  expreflfed  my  difapprobation  of  the  mcafures  propo- 
fed.  Could  I  have  feen  any  difpofition  towards  peace,  1  (hould 
Jmvc  taken  the  liberty  before  the  recefs  to  have  offered  that 
ttoiion  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  my  reafons 
-Were,  that  if  miniftry  by  agreeing  to  fuch  an  idea  had  Ihcw- 
Vol,  XVIII.  H  h  tii 
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ed  a  rcadineft  to  concur  in  preventing  profufion,  and  evca 
corrupt  influence,  which  the  money  neceffarily  expended  ia 
the  fervice  of  the  ftate  affords  an  opportunity  of  exerting  by 
contraft  ;  had  they  alfo  in  general  expreffed  a  fincere  defirc 
of  peace  and  reconciliation  with  America,  we  fliouldhavcihca 
fomething  to  inform  our  conftituents  of,  in  the  country,  by 
which  they  might  hope  to  fee  the  honour  and  profperity  of  our 
nation,  and  its  true  interefl,  fupported.  But,  Sir,  all  they  ap- 
pear  to  have  in  view  is  obtaining  votes  for  money  and  for 
force,  which  has  not  been  rcfufed  them ;  they  are,  therefore, 
now  anfwerable  for  the  proper  ufe  of  both,  and  having  taken 
the  whole  upon  themfelvcs,  the  nation  expcfts  from  them  to 
be  fafely  extricated  from  its  prefent  difEculties,  The  country 
at  large,  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  are  upon  this  prefent 
Parliament.  If  we  fhal  be  attentive  to  the  interefts  of  the 
country,  if  we  hold  the  due  balance  between  the  prerogative  , 
of  the  crown  and  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  if  we  fupport  the 
honour  of  the  one,  and  proteft  the  liberties  of  the  other,  we 
fliall  difcharge  our  duty  and  be  rcfpefted  ;  but  if  we  follow 
that  example  of  the  laft  Parliament  which  I  fear  was  too 
much  the  cafe;  if  iiiftead  of  being  jealous  of  any  improper  in- 
creafe  of  the  power  of  the  crown,  inftcad  of  reft  raining  profu- 
fion, we  are  only  anxiours  to  fupport  that  corrupt  and  difgracCt 
ful  influeace  which  minifters,  regardlefs  of  the  true  interefts 
of  their  royal  mafter,  for  their  own  advantages,  are  fo  dcJiioni 
to  promote,  it  will  be  time  for  the  country  to  take  care  of  it-  ■ 
I'elf,  and  fome  methods  muft  be  taken  to  riftore  the  conftitu-  , 
tion  ;  for  if  corruption  goes  on  in  this  Houfe,  and  the  mcan«  ; 
to  entering  it  are  corrupted,  we  may  have  indeed  the  form  of  i 
a  free  conftitution,  but  the  reality  exifts  no  longer,  I  will 
hope,  Sir,  however,  that  we  fliall  not  be  reduced  to  this  fitua- 
tion,  and.  that  minifters,  for  their  own  fakes,  w]\\  take  fuch 
fteps  as  fhall  lead  to  honour  and  fafety. 
Rr  Hon  T  '^^^  Right  Honourable  T.  )townJheyid  faid,  the  noble  lord 
UoiomUnd.  in  the  blue  ribbon  had,  the  preceding  evening,  by  a  ftroke 
of  pfeafantry,  got  the  laugh  againft  him,  upon  one  of  his 
queftions;  he  was  himfelf  {o  pleafed  with  wit  and  humour, 
that  he  could  not*  forbear  joining  in  that  laugh,  and 
perhaps  that  was  among  the  reafons  which  prevailed  on 
him  to  forbear  replying  at  the  moment.  It  was,  he  owned, 
aftonifhing  to  him  how  the  noble  lord  could  have  prefcrvcd 
his  wit  and  humour  unimpaired  for  fo  long  a  leries  of  years 
together.  Let  what  would  happen,  the  noble  lord  was 
ready  with  his  joke.  Amidft  the  various  difafters  of  the  war; 
^midll  all  the  luiii  NvhicK  had  bafteped  vj>oa  tb^  CQuntry, 
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md  amidft  every  poffible  call  for  ferioufnefs,  the  noble  lord 
Nzs  prepared  to  treat  each  lubjcfV,  let  it  be  ever  fo  important, 
sverfo  feriousin  itfelf,  as  a  matter  of  Iport,  of  merriment, 
of  repartee!  He,  who  though  equally  fond  of  wit  and  hu- 
mour, was  not  fo  happily  gifted  with  cither,  muft  be  allowed 
to  take  up  matters  in  the  dull  dry  manner  in  which  they  llruck 
him,  and  for  want,  perhaps,  of  that  luxuriant  fancy,  and 
that  fportive  imagination,  which  carried  the  noble  lord  with 
perfeft  cafe  of  mind  through  every  difficulty,  muft  beg  leave 
toconfider  things  as  they  were.  The  noble  lord  had  faid, 
diat  adminiftration  would  be  mad,  and  fit  for  Bedlam,  if 
they  employed  Lord  Howe,  who,  greatly  as  it  might  be 
oppofitc  to  that  noble  lord's  fentimcnts  for  him  to  mention, 
he  muft  ever  fpeak  of  as  an  officer  of  the  firft  ability,  of  the 
firft  ikill ;  as  an  officer  who  was  looked  up  to  by  his  whole 
profeflion.  The  noble  lord  had  faid  alfo,  that  adminiftration 
would  be  mad,  and  fit  for  Bedlam,  if  they  employed  Admiral 
Keppel,  who  fat  under  him,  Admiral  Campbell,  Admiral 
Barrington,  Sir  Robert  Harland,  and  feveral  others  whom 
he  could  mention.  With  regard  to  Admiral  Keppel,  he 
would  not  fay  what  he  thought  of  his  merit,  becaufe  as  he 
was  fo  near  him,  he  was  fure  he  would  quarrel  with  him  for 
fo  doing  :  but  why  was  not  Admiral  Campbell  employed  ? 
Admiral  Campbell  was  a  gentleman  unknown  to  him,  but 
by  public  charafter,  which  fpokc  him  one  of  the  firft  officers 
this  country  ever  had  inlier  fervicc.  Admiral  Ciimpbcll,  he 
underftood,  had  never  declined  fcrving,  but  had  always  pro- 
feiTed  himfelf  ready  and  willing  to  go  to  fca.  Oh  !  but  fays 
the  noble  lord,  adminiftration  would  be  mad,  adjniniftra- 
tibn  would  be  fit  for  Bedlam  if  they  employed  fuch  officers. 
In  anfwer  to  this  he  could  only  fay,  that  my  Lord  Anfon,  a 
remarkably  dull  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  peculiarly  unfor- 
tunate in  his  choice  of  flag  olficcr?,  a  man  who  was  un- 
doubtedly mad  and  fit  for  Bedlam,  had  thouj^ht  otherwife  of 
hift  honourable  friend  near  him.  Lord  Anion,  perhaps  from 
his  madnefs,  and  from  his  being  fit  for  Bedlam,  had  wifhed 
to  promote  his  honourable  friend  to  a  flag  after  the  aff^air  of 
Belleifle.  The  mad,  the  fit  for  Hedlam  Lord  Anfon,  had 
thought  it  entitled  him  to  a  flag,  but  the  fpirit  of  trueoecono- 
my  which  then  reigned,  not  that  farce  of  oeconomy  nov^ 
aaing,  not  that  eagernefs  to  lave  a  penny  when  thoufands 
and  millions  were  wafted,  prevented  the  meafure  from  imme- 
diately taking  place.  And  when  he  talked  of  true  oecono- 
my,  he  need  only  mention  the  name  of  Mr.  Grenville,  the 
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projeftor  of  that  oeconomy,  to  convince  all  who  heard  him 
that  the  ccconomy  was  real,  that  it  was  unafFc&ed,  that  it 
was  fuch  as  anfwered  every  purpofe  propofed  by  it.  The 
honour  his  honourable  friend  obtained  at  Belleifle,  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  affair  at  thcHavannah;  and  then,  with  a 
long  lift  of  captains,  his  honourable  friend  was  made  an  ad- 
miral. The  plan  laft  war  was  to  make  no  unneceffary  pro- 
motions. To  employ  old  officers.  What  was  the  plan  now? 
We  had  fixty-one  flag-officers,  and  of  them  only  twenty  or 
thereabouts  employed.  Why  was  this?  One  of  the  queftioo^ 
he  had  alked  the  preceding  day  had  been  relative  to  the  newly 
created  captains,  mafters  and  commanders.  The  noble  Ipr^ 
in  reply  to  him,  had  produced  a  lift  and  read  the  names  of 
fome  officers  of  very  diftinguiflied  merit,  to  prove,  that  the 
admiralty  promotions  were  not  made  without  reafon.  He 
was  free  to  confels  it,  he  never  had  imagined  they  all  were, 
but  he  was  far  from  allowing  that  the  reft  of  the  noble  lord*s 
anfwer,  viz.  that  the  greater  part  of  the  promotions  were 
promotions  at  fea,  was  true  ;  at  leaft  that  it  was  fo  far  true, 
that  thofe  promotions  were  the  voluntary  afts  of  the ,  com- 
manders who  made  them.  He  had  been  told  again  and  again,-  ' 
by  officers,  that  they  went  out  to  fea  loaded  with  perfons  rc-» 
commended  by  minifters  for  promotion,  and  that  it  was  a 
rule  to  confider  thofe  recommendations  as  the  orders  firft  to 
be  attended  to.  He  therefore  begged  it  might  be  underfioodi 
that  he  did  not  accept  the  noble  lord's  explanation  of  thit 
matter  as  a  fair  anfwer.  Mr.  Townfliend  took  notice  of  the 
qneftion  put  relative. to  the  furgeon,  agent,  &c.  of  Rhode-* 
illand,  and  faid,  that  as  the  noble  lord  was  not  prepared 
with  fufficient  information  to  reply,  he  would  readily  agree, 
that  it  was  poffible  the  eftablifhment  was  made  previous  » 
our  lofs  of  the  place.  Nay,  he  would  do  more,  if  the  noble 
lord  would  accept  of  a  volunteer's  affiftance,  he  would  furnifh 
him  with  a  precedent  for  the  charge,  and  that  was,  a  year  or 
two  ago,  when  all  our  fettlements  in  Africa  had  been  loft  loDg 
before,  an  honourable  gentleman  in  office  gravely  came  down 
to  the  Houfe  with  an  eftimate,  among  others,  of  the  cxpcnce 
of  the  governor,  garrifon,  &c.  of  Senegambia. 
fr.  Nitith,  Mr.  North  faid,  he  was  perfeftly  confcious  of  his  ina** 
bility  to  take  upon  him  the  office  ot  anfwering  queftions,  to 
which  it  was  expefted  the  noble  lord,  to  whom  he  was  re- 
lated, fhould  reply ;  but  as  that  noble  lord  was  not  prefcnt, 
he  could  not  avoid  rifing  to  exprefs  his  aftonilhment,  that  his 
honourable  fiiend,  of  ajl  gentlemen,  jDhould  have  fo  far  mif- 
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derilood  his  noble  relation,  as  to  have  imagined  that  in 
lat  had  fallen  from  him  the  preceding  day,  he  meant  to 
avey  any  fuch  idea  as  that  of  faying,  that  adminift ration 
»nld  be  mad,  if  they  employed  Lord  Howe,  Admiral  Kep- 
I,  Admiral  Campbell,  and  the  other  admirals  alluded  to. 
le  noble  lord,  he  was  perfectly  convinced,  had  not  the 
ift  diftant  intention  of  conveying  any  fuch  infinuation  to 
;  committee  ;  but  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  in  his 
«ch  declared,  that  certain  admirals  would  be  mad  if  they 
(^red  into  the  fervice  of  adminiflration)  the  noble  lord,  ia 
t  courfe  of  his  reply,  had  faid,  that  if  the  admirals  would 
mad  to  ferve  under  the  prefent  adminiftration,  it  was 
tainly  fair  to  argue  that  the  prefent  adminiilration  would 
mad  to  employ  fuch  admirals. 

The  queftion  was  after  this  put,  and  the  report  read  and 
reed  tp. 

Lord  North  coming  into  the  Houfe,  while  the  report  sir  R^eft 
8  reading.  Sir  Rob^t  Smith  rofe,  and  obfervcd,  that  it  had  Smith. 
;a  frequently  intimated  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  day's 
i>atc,  that  it  was  intended  to  go  into  an  enquiry  upon  the 
gcS  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  having  been  promoted  to  the 
vcFoment  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  notwithftanding  the 
^a^  ander  which  he  laboured,  in  confequence  of  the  words 
iht  fentence  of  that  court-martial  which  had  tried  and 
{pitted  Admiral  Keppel.  The  governor  of  Greenwich 
alpital  had.  Sir  Robert  fald,  been  defended  ftrenuoufly  by 
s  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who  had  maintained  that 
•  governor  had  not  barely  been  acquitted  by  the  court- 
irtial  by  which  he  was  tried,  but  that  his  condud  had 
^D  declared  to  have  been  in  fome  inllances  exemplary  and 
^ly  meritorious.  As  it  was  neceffary,  previous  to  going 
o  die  fubjeA  at  all,  that  this  fentence  ihould  be  before  the 
rafir,  he  therefore  meant  then  to  move,  (which  he  fhould 
t  have  done,  if  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribband  had  not 
en  preient^  that  the  fentence  of  the  court-martial,  which 
ed  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  be  prefentcd  to  that 

Dufe.  The  Earl  of 

The  Elarl  of  Surrey  fcconded  the  motion,  and  faid,  ^f^rrey, 
the  moment  that  he  did  fo,  he  lamented  exceedingly 
at  there  fhould  be  occafion  to  go  back  into  a  review  of 
atters,  which  had  already,  he  was  afraid,  done  much  mif- 
lief,  by  promoting  diftradion  and  party  in  that  fervice, 
here  unanimity,  of  fentiment  ought  to  prevail,  and  which 
i  feared  would  be  the  caufe  of  more  mifchi^f  to  the  general 
lUuefts  of  the  country,  by  promoting  future  difTcniions  and 
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divifions  in  the  navy,  at  a  time  when  there  was  every  rcafon 
to  wifh  that  cordiality  arid  friendfhip  might  prevail,  froraai 
fenfe  of  the  public  danger.  As  the  vice-admiral  had  the 
preceding  day  thought  proper  to  read  to  the  Houfe  a  loi^| 
narrative,  the  greatefl  part  of  which  was  calculated  to  ar- 
raign and  queftion  the  juftice  of  the  court-martial  which  had 
acquitted  Admiral  Keppel,  and  which  had  cenfurcd  his  ac- 
cufer,  he  faw  clearly  that  no  man  of  honour  in  the  fcrvice 
would  befafe  in  being  fummdned  to  do  his  duty  as  a  member 
*  of  a  court-martial  in  future,  if  an  enquiry  was  not  imme- 
diately made  into  the  bufinefs.  When  he  faid  this,  hit 
lordfhip  declared,  he  meant  not  to  take  up  the  matter  as  si 
partizan,  either  on  one  fide  or  the  other ;  he  wifhcd  for 
juftice  -folely,  and  fince  miniflers  had,  by  bringing  the  vice- 
admiral  forward,  given  occafion  for  reverting  to  paft  tranf- 
aftions,  he  thought  the  whole  ought  to  be  fully  cnquiral 
into,  and  he  was  ready  beforehand  to  declare,  that  he  fnonU 
govern  himfelf  entirely  by  what  fhould  appear  to  be  the 
truth,  when  the  bufinefs  was  fifted  to  the  bottom.  If  it 
Ihould  appear  that  the  court-martial  was  warranted  to  pro- 
nounce the  fentence  they  had  pafled,  he  fiiould  give  his  vote 
for  pafiing  a  cenfure  on  the  vice-admiral,  who  had  publidy 
arraigned  the  juftice  of  the  court-martial ;  if  on  the  other 
hand,  it  fhould  come  out,  that  the  vice-admiral's  complainti 
were  founded,  and  that  the  court-martial  had  denied  him 
juftice,  he  (hould  fupport  any  proceeding  againft  the  mem- 
bers of  the  court-martial,  which  the  Houfe  fhould  think  pro- 
per to  adopt.  It  was  with  this  intention  that  he  fecondcd 
'  the  motion. 

Sir  Robert  Smith  correfted  his  motion,  and  made  it  fulled 
/dmiral  Admiral  Keppel  then  rofe,  and  faid,  he  thought  it  proper  to 

Xeffti,  inform  the  Houfe,  that  fince  yefterday,  he  had  heard  without 
doors,  that  the  governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  in  the 
long  narrative  which  he  read  the  preceding  day,  had  men- 
tioned many  matters,  alluding  to  him  perfonally,  vChich  were 
of  fo  particular  a  fort,  as  to  have  called  for  his  immediate 
notice.  The  governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  had  fpokc  fo 
low,  in  the  courfe  of  reciting  thofe  palTages,  that  his  carhad 
not  caught  them,  or  he  certainly  would  have  given  them  a 
reply.  He  begged  the  Houfe,  therefore,  to  impute  it  to  this 
circumftance  alone  that  he  had  paffed  them  over.  He  had 
yefterday  told  the  committee,  that  he  never  w^ould  troobU 
himfelf  to  reply  to  any  thing  the  governor  of  Grcenwid 
Hofpital  might  have  to  fay  to  him  ;  th:s  arofe  from  his  rcfpci 
to  the  Houfe,  and  his  wifh  to  fave  the  Houfe  fromthcdM 
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^eable  feeling  that  muft  be  occafioncd,  by  having  their  time 
iken  up  with  hearing  the  private  altercations  of  him  and 
ny  other  member.  He  begged  the  Houfe,  however,  once  for 
11,  to  underftand,  that  he  had  not  a  widi  to  prevent  the  fulleft 
tnquiry  that  could  be  gone  into,  either  relative  to  the  fubjeft 
illuded  to  in  the  motion,  or  to  any  other  in  which  he  was  ac 
ill  concerned.  So  confcious  was  he  that  all  the  tranfaftions 
of  his  life  would  bear  a  publication  to  the  world,  that  he  had 
not  the  fmallcft  ohjeftion  to  their  being  inveftigated  and 
tnced  to  their  naked  truth.  Wfih  regard  to  the  court  that 
tried  him,  he  was  perfe6lly  farisfied  with  their  dccifion,  per- 
feftly  eafy  under  it,  and  free  from  the  fmalleft  apprchcnlions 
of  any  thing  that  could  follow  its  being  rt-examined.  He 
WM  ready  then,  and  ever,  to  truft  his  caufc  and  his  charafter 
with  the  Houfe,  and  with  thofe  to  whofe  conildcration  cilhec 
could  conftitutionally  and  legally  be  fubmittcd.  He  was 
aware  that  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  was  the  weakeft  in  point  of 
namber*  but  he  wus  not  in  the  leaft  intimidated  on  that  ac- 
count; all  that  he  wiflied  for  was  juftice,  and  he  was  tho- 
lOBghly  fatistied  there  was  juftice  on  tlie  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  as  well  as  on  that  on  which  he  then  flood. 

Mr.  Seivjbridgc  faid,  as  the  vice-admiral  was  not  in  his  Mr.  .^j«. 
plscc,  he  would  not  now  go  into  any  matter  relative  to  him,  bridge, 
which  ought  in  fjiirncfs  only  to  be  laid  in  his  prefence  ;  he 
rofc  merely  to  deliver  an  opinion  on  what  had  palled  ycftcr- 
dayt^  The  vice-admiral,  lie  obferved,  had  produced  a  written 
pamphl.'t,  and  he  had  read  that  pamphlet  fo  indiftinftly,  that 
It  wasahlblutely  impofiiblc  for  gentlemen  10  underftand  him, 
indeed,  it  feemed  as  if  the  pamphlet  had  been  written  by 
feme  other  hand,  with  the  writing  of  which  the  vice-admiral 
wai  not  fo  well  acquainted  as  with  his  own.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  recital,  however,  one  part  had  particularly  ftruck  him, 
and  that  was,  the  vice-admiral's  having  complained  that  the 
court-martial  which  tried  Admiral  Kcppel,  had  refufed  to 
bear  his  reply  to  the  admiral's  defence.  He  was  a  little  afto- 
nifhed  when  he  heard  this,  and  wiflud  to  know  where  the 
vice-admiral  had  learnt  the  doftrine,  that  an  accufer  had  a 
right  to  reply  to  the  defence  of  the  party  accufed  r  He  was 
fnrc  it  was  never  the  praftice  in  the  criminal  courts  of  law, 
and  no  man  could  venture  to  fay  it  was  the  cuftom  in  land 
courts-martial.  The  ufual  mode  in  the  courts  of  law,  upon 
criminal  trials,  was,  for  the  accufer  to  exhibit  his  charge, 
and  to  examine  his  witncfles  in  fupport  of  it  ;  that  done, 
ttie  perfon  accufed  was  to  make  his  defence,  and  it  remained 
^ith  the  court  to  determine,  whether  the  defence  fet  up  over- 
^wriicd  the  ^cpufaupa*  The 
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The  queflion,  as  it  had  been  amended,  was  then  read,  and 
put  as  follows : 

"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  a  copy  of  thtf 
minutes  of  the  trial  and  fentence  of  the  court-martial  held, 
for  the  trial  of  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer. 

The  queftion  was  agreed  to. 

December  6.  ■' 

No  debate.     Adjourned  to  January  23,  1781. 

January  23,  178 1.  ■ 

The  Houfe^inet  purfuant  to  adjournment.  Lord  North 
prefented  a  petition  from  the  planters,  merchants,  and  othen, 
of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica. 

The  petition  was  read,  fetting  forth,  that  on  the  3d  of 
Oftober  laft,  the  parifhes  of  Weftmoreland  and  Hanover  ia 
that  iiland  .were  laid  wafle  by  hurricanes,  earthquakes,,  and 
inundations,  whereby  moft  of  the  buildings  in  thofe  parifliei,  j 
together  with  the  produce  of  the  earth,  were  in  a  great  roci- 
fure  deftroyed,  and  other  diftrifts  of  the  ifland  received  vciy 
confiderable  damage;  and  that  the  petitioners  arc  not  able  to 
eftimate  the  loffes  of  the  feveral  fufFerers  with  prccifion,  bat 
are  authorifed  in  faying  that  they  amount  to  fuch  an  enor- 
mous fum  as  to  require  the  immediate  aid  and  afiiftanceof 
Parliament ;  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe,  to  take  the 
cafe  of  the  fufFerers.  into  conlideration,  and  grant  them  fodi 
relief  as  to  the  Houfe  Ihall  feem  meet. 
Mr,  £/f-  Mr.  EJlwick  (agent  for  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes)  fiid, 
^''*-'  rifing,  as  1  do,  for  the  firfl  time  that  I  have  had  the  honour 

of  offering  myfelf  to  your  eye,  and  of  calling  for  the  atten* 
tion  of  this  honourable  Houfe,  it  is  a  circumflance  of  no 
fmall  alleviation  to  the  embarafTment  which  the  noveltf  of 
fuch  a  fituation  muft  neceflarily  produce,  that  what  I  mall 
now  have  to  fuggeft,  is  not  in  addrefs  either  to  this,  or  to 
that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  but  equally  to  the  confideration  of 
both  ;  not  intended  to  oppofe  the  fentiments  of  any,  but  to 
meet  the  fenfe  of  all ;  not  upon  a  queflion  of  politics,  but 
in  a  cafe  of  humanity  ;  in  that  cafe,  Mr.  Speaker,  where  by 
affording  relief  to  the  diflreffed,  unanimity  has  never  faild 
to  mark  the  charaAeriftic  greatnefs  of  this  aflembly. 

Standing,  therefore.  Sir,  although  upon  a  very  unfortunate 
occafion,  under  thefe  ftill  fortunate  circumflanccs,  the  paper 
which  I  have  in  my  hand  is  an  humble  petition .  to  this 
honourable  Houfe,  from  the  planters,  merchants,  and  others, 
interefted  in  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  and  refident  in  Eng- 
land, upon  the  late  dreadfifl  calamity  that  has  befallen  that 
country. 

The 
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The  petition,  Sir,  fets  forth,  what,  indeed,  I  am  moft 
appy,  in  my  own  perfon,  to  confirm,  the  loyalty  of  (hat 
oiony  to  the  King,  and  its  inviolable  attachment  to  the 
nnftitution  of  this  country.  It  ftates  the  former  llourilhing 
kuation  of  the  ifland,  with  its  ufefulnefs  as  a  colony  to  the 
parent-ftaie ;  and  whilft  it  recounts  what  ihefe  advantages  were, 
itdoes  not  forget  to  acknowledge,  in  the  extreme  of  gratitude, 
the  henefits  that  have  been  derived  to  that  country  from  the 
piotedion,  the  fuccour,  the  bounty,  and  the  fupport  of  this. 
It  next  proceeds  to  ftate  the  late  revcrfe  of  fortune,  which, 
from  a  concurrence  of  natural  caufes,  fuch  as  the  failure  of 
accoftomed  rains,  blights  of  different  kinds,  and  vermin  of 
various  defcriptions,  that  country  had  experienced  ;  under  all 
of  which,  however,  although  it  fuffered,  the  hopes  of  better 
^mes  remained  a  fource  of  confolation,  till  the  prefent  awful 
ooment,  when,  by  a  ravaging  and  dcftruftive  tempeft,  all 
hopes  were  blafied,  all  confolation  removed  ;  a  tempeft,  whole 
Tioleoce  and  devaftations  were  as  great,  as  terrible,  and  as 
geocral,  as  they  exceed  the  power  of  all  exaggeration.     And 

irct,  Sir,  fay  the  petitioners,  "  as  the  feelings  of  unhappy 
offerers,  biafled  by  their  own  particular  loffcs,  or  the  private 
accounts  of  others,  may  be  thought  to  exaggerate  the  general 
diftrefs,  they  are  willing  to  reft  this  their  cafe  on  the  official 
papers  tranfmitted  from  the  ifland  to  his  Majcfty's  miniftcrs, 
bd  to  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer/' 

It  now  goes  on  to  lay,  that  the  refuge  of  the  petitioners 
thcmfelves,  under  fuch  lamentable  circumftances,  is  naturally 
todte  humanity,  to  the  liberality,  and  to  the  policy  of  this 
kmourable  Houfe  ;  and  then  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is, 
"  That  this  honourable  Houfe  will  be  pleafed  to  take  the 
peculiar  cafe  of  the  ifland  of  Barbadocs,  detached  as  it  is  from 
iny  other  cafe,  into  their  ferious  confideration,  and  grant 
the  unhappy  fufFerers  fuch  diftinft  and  feparate  relief  as  to 
this  honourable  Houfe  in  their  great  wifdom  ihall  feem 
meet." 

This,  Sir,  is  the  fubflance  of  this  petition.  And  now  it 
Alight  be  expe£ied,  that  I  fhould  proceed  to  offer  fuch  argu- 
ments in  fupport  of  it,  as  might  occur  to  me  upon  this  occa- 
Son.     But,  as  on  the  one  hand,  a  petition  like  this,  can  rc- 

SDire  no  better  fupport  with  this  Houfe,  than  what  it  will 
nd  in  the  merits  of  its  own  cafe  ;  fo,  on  the  other,  it  being 
In  itfelf  a  cafe,  wherein  I  am  myfelf  perfonally  interefted  and 
concerned,  neither  decency  admits,  nor  will  propriety  fufFer 
me  any  longer,  to  trouble  you  upon  the  fubjeft.  1  have, 
therefore.  Sir,  only  to  move^  that  this  petition  be  now 
brought  up. 
Vol.  XVni.  I  i  Co^^j 
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Copy  of  the  Barhadoes  Petition. 

To  the  Honourable  thr  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Par- 
liament allcmblcd. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  planters,  merchants,  and  others, 
relident  in  England,  and  interefted  in  the  ifland  of  BarU- 
does,  in  behalf  of  themlelvcs,  and  of  their  fellow  fuffererSi 
the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ifland, 

Sheweth, 

That  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes  is  the  mod  ancient  Englifli 
colony  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  ever  aftuated  by  the  principlcsof 
loyalty  to  the  crown,  and  love  of  the  Briliih  conftitutiorii 
valued  for  the  peculiar  advantages  of  its  fituation,  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  proportion  to  its  extent ;  and,  till  of 
late,  for  the  fertility  of  its  foil  ;  and  on  thel'e  ieveral  accoonn 
ha^  been  favoured  with  the  protcftion,  fucccur  and  fupportof 
the  parent  ftate,  to  which  it  has  never  failed  of  making  faita- 
ble  returns  of  gratitude  and  affeftion.  The  voluntary  contri- 
bution of  men  and  money  during  the  late  war,  and  the  ofier 
of  fupplies  of  provifions,  during  the  prefent,  to  Admiral  Bar- 
rington,  who  refufed  the  donation,  from  an  apprehenfionthat 
the  donors  would  themfelves  be  diftrcflld  by  fuch  gcnerofity, 
are  particular  recent  inftances  of  that  general  condufl  whidi 
has  ever  invariably  teftified  the  moft  grateful  attachment  and 
regard  to  this  country. 

That  in  this  happy  relative  fituation  of  a  colony  flourift- 
ing  under  a  protefting  ftate,  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland 
had  continued  for  a  great  lengtli  of  time;  truly  fenfiblcof 
the  ineftimable  bleffings  they  enjoyed  under  that  protcftion, 
and  ever  deeming  the  coniinuanct-  of  it  the  furc  and  Iblid 
foundation  of  their  welfare  and  prolperiry,  when  it  cxpc^ 
rienced  a  fad  reverfe  of  fortune.  Natural  evils,  agaiflft 
which  human  pradence  conld  not  provide,  an  extraordinary 
failure  of  accuftomed  rains,  blights  of  fcveral  kinds,  aoo 
vermin  of  various  defcriplions  fpread  fuch  dcfolation  over 
the  country,  as,  within  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  to  diminifh 
its  annual  produce  to  no  lefs  than  half  the  ufual  quantity,  to 
the  injury  of  the  mother  country  no  lefs  than  to  the  xcopO; 
veriftiinent  of  the  colony. 

That,  in  this  alarming  fituation,  the  people,  though  tbcj 
fenfibly  felt  the  weight  of  their  misfortunes  confoled  them- 
felves with  the  hopes  of  better  times,  and  the  expeaatiooof 
•  retrieving  their  circumftances  by  redoubled  diligence  and 
ceconomy.    And  when  they  were  sit  length  flattered  with  tH« 

'       '     •  agreeable 
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agreeable  profpeft  of  a  happy  change,  by  the  extraordinary 
appearance  in  the  general  face  of  the  country,  on  a  fudden, 
in  an  awful  moment,  all  their  hopes  were  blafted,  and  the 
meafure  of  their  woe  filled  up  by  a  moft  dreadful  calamity ; 
a  tempeft,  the  violence  of  which  perhaps  has  never  been  fur- 
pafledj  extending  over  the  whole  ifland,  afFefling  almofl  every 
jndividual,  and  reducing  to  diftrefs  the  greateft  part  of  the 
iphabitants.  Of  near  four  hundred  plantations,  fcarce  one 
has  efcaped  the -general  calamity;  moft  have  fuftained  very 
confiders^le,  and  many  almoft  irreparable- damage.  Almoft 
all  the. buildings,  nearly  one  half  of  the  cattle,  and  many 
iQaves  have  been  deftroycd.  Several  towns  have  fuffered,  and 
the  principal  one  in  particular,  in  a  (hocking  degree  ;  and 
from  all  the'fe  caufes  the  inhabitants,  to  the  amount  of  above 
twenty  thoufand  whites,  were  left  almoft  deftitute  of  habi- 
tations, food,  and  raiment.  But,  as  the  feelings  of  unhappy 
fufierers,  biaifed  by  their  own  particular  lofTes  or  the  private 
accounts  of  others,  may  be  thought  to  exaggerate  the  general 
diftrefs^  they  are  willing  to  reft  this  cafe  on  the  official  papers 
tranfmitted  from  the  liland  to  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  to 
which  they  humbly  beg  leave  to  refer. 
'•  That  in  thefe  deplorable  circumftances,  your  petitioners 
are  naturally  led  to  look  up  and  take  refuge  in  the  humanity, 
liberality,  and  policy  of  this  honourable  Houfe,  from  whence 
they  moft  humbly  hope  to  receive  Tpecdy  and  efFeftual  relief; 
fach  relief  as  will  not  only  I'ecure  them  from  impending  want, 
laitbyiaffifting  them  to  ereft  anew  their  buildings,  and  to 
procure  other  neceffaries,  enable  them  to  cultivate  again  their 
eftates.  Should  the  unhappy  i'ufFerers  be  fo  fortunate  as  to 
receive  from  Parliament  fuch  generous  aid,  they  entertain  a 
Anguine  hope,  and  think  it  not  ill  founded,  that  the  late 
dreadful  calamity  being  attended  with  the  good  efFeft  of  re- 
moving former  evils,  the  iiland  wjU  foon  fee  its  ancient  fer- 
tility revive,  again  flourifh,  and  in  proportion  to  its  own 
wealth  and  afiluence,  bring  wealth  and  affiuence  to  the  pa- 
rent ftate. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  moft  humbly  pray,  that  this 
-honourable  Houfe  will  be  pleafed  to  cake  the  peculiar  cafe  of 
the  iiland  of  Barbadoes,  detached  as  it  is  from  any  other  cafe, 
into  their  ferious  confidcration,  and  grant  the  unhappy  fuf- 
■ferers  fuch  diftinft  and  feparatc  relief  as  to  this  h>nonrablc 
.Houfe,  in  their  great  wildom,  ihall  fecm  meet ;  and  your 
petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  (hall  ever  pray,  &c. 

I  i  2  *  (Signed 
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(Signed  by  the  following  gentlemen  of  the  committee :) 

Daniel  Lafcelles  John  Lucie  Blackmaa 

John  Brathwaitc  John  Bond 

William  Bleuman  ■     Alexander  Abraham 

John  Trent  Samuel  Eftwick, 

Thomas  Walken '  Agent  for  the  ifland. 
William  Fitzherhert 

The  following  petition,  relating  to  the  ft'me  fuBjeft,  wai 
alfo  delivered  at  the  bar,  by  Thomas  Sainfbbry  and  William 
Crichton,  Efqrs.  the  (herifFs  of  London; 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain,  in  Parr 

liamcnt  affembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 

Commons  of  .the  city  of  London,   in  Common-council 

alTembled, 

Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioners  muft  ever  be  fenfibly  afFefted,  by 
every  event  which  concerns  the  intereils  of  any  part  of  their 
fellow-fubje£ts,  and  cannot  therefore  be  indifferent  fpefiaton 
of  thofe  dreadful  calamities  with  which  it  haspleafcd  Divine 
Providence  lately  to  vifit  the  Britifh  Weft-India  iflands,  at  a 
time  when  this  nation  is  engaged  in  a  war,  the  principal  feat 
of  whicli  has  been  in  that  quarter  of  the  Britifli  domtnioDC. 

Your  petitioners  are  not  infeniible  of  the  univerfal  and  un-* 
bounded  benevolence  of  the  individuals  of  this  country, 
which  fo  eminently  marks  the  national  charader,  and  makes 
Britons  the  objeAs  of  admiration  of  all  foreigners. 

But  loiTes  of  fuch  magnitude,  and  which  require  imme- 
diate reparation  of  the  fuffcrers,  in  order  to  prevent  their  to- 
tal ruin,  muft  far  exceed  the  powers  of  private  benefactions,  ■ 
and  (as  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive)  claim  immediate 
relief  from  the  hand  of  Parliament. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  their  fufir ring 
fellow-fubjefts  in  the  Weft-Indies,  humbly  fupplicate  the  im- 
mediate attention  of  Parliament  to  a  fubjeft  of  fo.  great  im- 
portance to  the  commercial  interefts  of  this  kingdom,  and 
humbly  pray  that  this  honourable  Houfe  will  grant  the  fuf- 
ferers  fuch  immediate  and  efFedtual  relief  as  to  them  in  their 
great  wifdom  fhall  feem  meet. 
4Nirih.  L,ord  North  faid,  that  his  Majefty  having  been  informed 
of  the  contents  of  the  preceding  petitions,  recommended 
them  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

A  peti- 
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ition  was  prefcnted  by  Lord  BeauQliamp  from  Lord 
I  and  Mr.  Yeo,  complaining  of  an  undue  cleAion  of 
s  of  Parliament  for  the  city  of  Coventry. 

Beauchamp  deli  red  to  be  informed  of  the  lirft  day  Lord  Bmu- 
rommittee  could  \yt  balloted  for  taking  the  above  pe-  '^^^1** 
to  confideration,  and  deciding  concerning  its  merits, 
pcaker  replied,  that  it  was  the  26th  day  of  June. 
Bcauchamp  then  moved,  that  this  petition  be  referred 
imittee  on  the  1 5th  day  of  February  next.     He  kncw^ 

principle  of  Mr.  Grenville's  bill  was,  to  leave  no-    • 
>r  as  little  as  poffible,  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Houfe, 
rard  to  conteftcd  eleftions :  but  ftill  in  certain  cafes 
cifc  of  difcretion  in  fuch  matters  was  neceffary,  and 
even  by  that  bill,  and  authorifed  by  the  cuftomof  the 

>  diicretionary  power  was  allowed  to  the  Houfe,  what 
reafon  of  reading  petitions  before  a  day  was  fixed  for 
nfidcration  ?  It  was  true,  that  the  order  of  their  being 
in  common  cafes,  was  determined  by  chance ;  but 
lire  were  lingular  and  extraordinary  circumftances  at- 
ftny  eledion,  that  order  had  been  broken  through,  as 
lent  from  a  precedent  in  1774,  in  a  petition  from 
after,  and  in  the  Worcefter  and  Oakhampton  peti- 
his  very  feflion  of  Parliament.  The  petition  from 
ry  was  an  extraordinary  one,  and  deferved  extraordi- 
tention.  It  might  be  faid,  that  to  grant  an  early 
to  thai  petition,  would  break  in  upon  the  time  allot- 
che  coniideration  of  the  other  petitions ;  but  his  lord- 
jeavoured  to  obviate  that  objeftion,  by  faying,  that 

regard  to  the  convenience  of  the  Houfe,  onlj  two 
teCB  for  trying  ele£tions  were  to  be  appointed  monc 
bat  that  there  was  no  reafon  why  they  might  not  ap- 
irec  for  one  week,  if  they  thought  proper,  and  were 
to  take  the  trouble  of  doing  fo.  He  did  not  imagine, 
this  early  appointment  he  injured  any  party. 
Frederick  Montagu  faid,  the  Houfe  muft  not  be  fur-  Mr.  F. 
It  his  being  alive  all  over  at  any  attempt  that  fhould  be  ^^^*'£*' 

>  depart  from  the  fpirit  of  Mr.  Gren\ille's  bill.     The 
motion  he  confidered  as  inimical  to  that  bill,  in  the 

I  and  fupporting  of  which  he  had  taken  fo  confiderable 
I  that  he  could  not  but  feel  moft  fenfibly  whenever  it 
acked.  He  was  not,  he  faid,  in  the  Houfe,  when  the 
18  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord  were  the  fubjeA  of  de- 
ad tbe  days  fixed  for  ballotting  for  committees  to  try 

l\iti\^ 
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their  merits  were  altered  ;  if  he  had,  he  moft  certainly 
have  oppofed  fuch  an  alteration,  becaufe  he  felt  it  inci 
upon  him^  as  one  of  the  parents  of  Mr.  Grenville's 
refill  every  effort  to  deftroy  ihe  operation  of  that  aft, 
great  utility  of  that  aft  had  now  proved  itfelf  incontrovc 
and  he  truftcd  that  the  young  members  would  pay  it  < 
tention,  and  think  it  no  inconfidcrable  part  of  their  ( 
undergo  the  fatigues  it  impoled  on  them  with  cheari 
efpec?ally  when  ihey  balanced  againft  their  laboui,  th 
good  they  thereby  rendered  their  country.  Mr.  M 
concluded  with  moving,  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
•*  Thurlday  the  15th  of  February,"  be  omitted  in  the 
nal  motion,  and  that  the  words,  "  Tueiday  the  2 
June,"  be  inferted,  inftead. 
Mr.  Jdam.  Mr.  Jdam  faid,  that  Mr.  Grenville*s  bill  having  gi\ 
Houfe  a  power  of  altering  the  day  of  hearing  any  petit 
was  a  falfe  argument  to  maintain,  that  to  accelerate  tl 
of  any  petition,  founded  upon  allegations  of  an  extraor 
natuie,  was  either  to  contradift  the  meaning  of  Mr. 
ville's  aft,  to  attack  it  in  any  Ihape,  or  to  impede  its 
operation.  He  faid,  no  man  refpeftcd  Mr.  Grenvil 
more  than  he  did  ;  he  had  in  the  commencement  of  I 
Parliament,  learnt  to  admire  its  jiiftice  and  its  policy,  I 
pcrience  acquired  in  the  courl'e  of  his  frequently  fittii 
afting  under  its  authority  upon  various  committees, 
he  was  pcrfcftly  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  that  a£ 
had  it  contained  any  enafting  claufe,  limitting  the  He 
a  certain  day  for  ballotting  for  a  committee  to  try  anj 
tion,  he  fhould  then  have  thought  the  prefeot  motion 
tempt  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  aft  ;  but  as  there  was  d 
ciaule  in  the  aft,  on  the  contrary,  as  the  aft  conta 
claufe,  giving  exprefs  power  to  the  Houic  to  delay  th 
of  any  petition  at  its  difcrctiom,  and  as  the  obvious 
the  aft  was  to  accelerate  jufiice,  he  could  not  conceive 
the  prefe.nt  motion  could,  in  any  view  of  it,  be  con 
into  an  oppofition  to  Mr.  Grenville's  aft. 
Mr.Dirs-  Mr.  Dunning  faid,  he  had  ever  confidered  Mr.  Grci 
«'«/•  aft  as  an  inftrument  of  great  goovi  ;  but  though  there  1 

claufe  forbidding  fuch  a  motion  as  the  prcfent,  he  mail 
that  the  fpirit  of  the  aft  was  as  obligatory  as  the  letter 
it  clearly  was  to  take  the  trial  of  cieftions  wholly  out 
Houfe,  to  adminifterjuftice  equally,  and  wilhoutpat 
or  diftinftion,  through  the  medium  of  a  committ^ep,  wh 
to  judge  folely  from  the  evidence,  and  not  from  prejui 
affcftion. 
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tAvn  AfacJonald  declared,  that  no  man  bad  a  greater  de-  Mr.AUOtm 
cncc  for  the  opinions  of  the  learned  gentleman  who  fpokc  •«^- 
b  than  he  had,  iincc  from  his  opinions  he  lud  chivriy  learnt 
fbnn  his  own,  but  that  he  could  not  liclp  differing  from 
f  argument,  and  from  his  mode  of  reafonint;.  Mr.  Mac- 
nald  agreed  that  an  a£t  ought  to  be  conftrued  bv  its  fpirit 
well  as  its  letter,  but  could  not  agree  that  the  letter  fliould 
difregarded  altogether  :  he  then  ftated  that  the  a£l  gave  an 
prcfs  power  of  procrafti nation  to  the  H'^ufe  ;  whence  he  in- 
Ttd,  that  the  Houfe  had  power  to  accelerate  a  ballot  where 
B  cafe  was  extraordinary.  This  doftrine  he  applied  to  the 
iciD  queftion. 

Mr.  Kennyon  fald,  he  flood  in  the  predicament  of  a  mem-  v.r.Km^ 
rpctitioncd  againft  on  the  heavy  charge  of  bribery.  That  ^7** 
(moral  charafter  was  bleeding  afre(h  every  hour  that  the 
ai  of  the  petition  againft  him  was  delayed  ;  tliar  in  obe- 
Micc  to  the  regulation  of  the  Houfe,  hi-  had  iubmittcd,  on 
5  principle  of  general  convenience,  to  the  day  on  which  the 
nmitrec  to  try  the  petition  againft  him  was  fixed  to  \y6  bal- 
ed forr;  that  he  had  as  much  right  to  acceleration  and  pre- 
leniee'as  another,  and  if  another  was  fo  favoured,  he  (hould 
bfiderit  as  an  indication  that  hoftilities  were  determined 
Unft  him,  and  as  a  grievous  injury. 

9\t  Herbert  Afackworth  faid,  the  arguments  of  Lord  Beau-  fsU  Herbert 
amp  were  plaufible,  and  had  imprefled  his  mind  at  firft  very  MMkmwtb, 
itlbljr :  but  on  a  re-confidcration,  he  thought  as  the  Houfe 
iS  determined  on  a  particular  regulation,  that  regulation 
hhtto  be  adhered  to  moft  ftri£tly. 

Goveroor  Jobnftone  faid,  the  argument  divided  itfclf  into  GoTemor 
la  branches ;  the  one,  the  queftion,  whether  the  Houfe  had  7«^^««» 
l^wer  to  accelerate  the  trial  of  any  petition  under  any  cir- 
iMaaccs  ?  The  other,  whether  the  circumftances  of  the 
JMentry  petition  were  fuch  as  juftified  that  fort  of  accele- 
k&oo  i  He  decided  both  thefe  qucftions  in  the  affirmative  ; 
id  concluded  with  faying,  that  jf  the  Coventry  petition  was 
ptfixm  tried)  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any  returning  of- 
snr,  firft  by  making  no  return  to  a  writ,  and  then  by  an 
liifiiir  return  to  a  fecond,  to  gain  time,  and  feat  for  the  firft 
sar  of  a  Parliament,  any  two  pcrfons  he  thought  proper. 
Right  Honourable  7%omas  Townjhend^   after  mentioning  Right  Hoiu 
qifd  Bcaachamp's  conneftions  with  Coventry,  faid  the  pre-  J-^*^^    . 
at  motion  was  an  effort  of  power  to  fave  two  favourite  can-    *^**'   " 
datei ;  and  there  needed  no  ftronger  proof  of  it,  than  the 
:Craordinary  circumftance  of  minifters  being  prefent,  and 
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fiaying  till  fix  or  feven  in  the  evening  who  had  oppofed  Mf.  : 
Grenville's  bill,  and  who,  whenever  any  queft ion  relative  to  r 
the  operation  of  that  [)ill  was  to  come  on,  had  conftantly  kep  {p 
away  from  the  Houfc 
Mr.  JMirifj-  Mr.  il/ciwi/feW,  Solicitor  General,  faid,  that  the  aA  gaic  | 
A''*  the  Houfe  in  exprefs  words,   in  the  beginning  of  it,  a  dilc^^   ^ 

tionary  power  as  to  the  time  of  hearing  petitions  on  elediou,   ^ 
He  then   took  a  review  of  the  allegations  contained  in  tin   , 
petition,  and  concluded  that  the  Coventry  elefiion  wasavcrj 
extiaordinary  cafe,  and  therefore  merited  extraordinary  al^ 
tcntion. 
Mr.  J«r.         Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  as  he  had  before  the  adjournment  takei 
fome  part  in  the  ele£lion  for  Coventry,   he  fhould  now  &J 
fomething  upon  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord,   which  b 
muft  oppofe,  for  this  reafon  ;  becaufe  he  did  not  fee  any  co- 
lour of  neceffity  or  juftice  for  paying  more  regard  to  the  ^ 
tition  that  had  been  read  that  day  from  Mr.  Yeo  and  linl 
Sheffield,  than  had  been  paid  to  the  various  other  petition^ 
which  had  been  prefented  before  the  holidays.     His  ho-  ^ 
nourable  friend  [Governor  Johnftone]  hard  argned,  and  hff 
thought  very  fairly,  that  the  whole  argument  was  redoG^ 
able  to  two  points,   and  thofc  were,  firft,  whether  it  wfl 
right,  on  any  account,  to  accelerate  the  trying  of  an  eleftioi 
petition  before  others  were  tried,   which  had  been  prcvioaflf 
prefented ;  and  fecondly,   whether  the  petition  now  befoll, 
them  was  one  of  that  fort  which  was  entitled  to  focho^ 
traordinary  acceleration  ?  With  regard  to  Mr.  GrenvillA 
bill,  he  mould  only  ftate  what  had  always  appeared  to  IuB| 
and  had  been  admitted  by  thofe  who  thought  of  the  bill  ft 
he  did,  that  the  good  of  the  bill  was,  that  it  took  the  whab 
of  the  election  caufes  out  of  the  Houfe,  and  gave  every  pO" 
titioner  an  equal  chance  of  having  fubflantial  juflice  aW  g 
iiiftered  to  him  in  the  fulleft  and  moft  impartial  manner;  tf^  > 
that  it  put  a  flop  to  the  exertion  of  influence  and  poveri^  ^ 
favour  of  one  fet  of  petitioners  in  preference  to  another.  I  ^ 
by  the  noble  lord's  influence  ariling  from  his  difiiogcuw 
charafler^  from  his  high  office,  from  his  great  abilities  9 
from  his  intdreft  in  the  borough  of  Coventry,  he  could  p«»'  \ 
vail  on  the  Houfe  to  adopt  a  difcretionary  power,  in  oiderl^ 
obtain  a  partial  exercife  of  it  in  favour  of  the  petitiooeiiy 
it  certainly  muft  appear,   to  the  conviAion  of  every  .oMi  j 
that  the  part  of  the  efFeft  of  Mr.  Grenville's  bill,  univfffi^  5 
allowed  to  be  the  good  part,  was  broke  in  upon^  a!ad  violatdli  ^ 
^nd  that  then  matters  would  be  in  a  train  to  recur  tQ  tha| 
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lid  channel,  and  it  would  be  as  much  in  the  power  of  the 
itinifter  to  become  the  ele£lor,  and  to  chuTe  the  members  of 
ku  Hoafe,  as  it  erer  had  been.     His  honourable  friend  had 
pne  into  a  very  refined  mode  of  argument,  to  prove  that  the 
rttorning  officer  of  any  borough  might  feat  any  two  gentle* 
liiBB  that  he  chofe,  in  that  Houfc,   for  one  whole  year;  to 
Ac  end  of  the  iirft  feiCon,  and  poffibly  for  fome  part  of  the 
AcDnd;  and  how  had  his  honourable   friend   attempted  to 
Aew  that   this  was  likely  ?^  Why,   by  ftating  it  as  a  cafe, 
Aat  a  returnrng  officer  might  dojuft  exaf^ly  what  had  hap- 
pened in  the  prefent  inftance,  viz.  make  no  retu  n  to  the  writ 
It  firft,  in  hopes  that  when  a  fecond  writ  llTued,  his  fucceifor 
'f^r  ai  the  offices  of  fheriffs,  &c.  were  all  annual,  it  rarely 
ttppened  that  the  fame  returning  officer  fhould  preiide  at 
Mh  ckfiions,]  would  be  weak  and  wicked  enough  to  return 
li«  two  friends  by  any  means,  in  defiance  of  right,  and  in 
Xtttempt  of  the  Houfe.     There  was  fomething  fo  ftrange  in 
iht  idea  of  a  returning  officer  procuring  any  perfon  to  be  fo 
returned,  and  fomething  fo  weak,  fooIKh,  and  abfurd  in  any 
Ipatiecnan's  confenting  to  come  into  that  Houfe  under  fuch 
l&comftances,  and  take  his  feat  for  one  year  only,  that  he 
cfttld  ai  little  conceive  his  honourable  friend  meant  to  put 
.Aeqife  ieriouily,  as  he  could  conceive  that  it  ever  had  hap- 
fienedi  or  ever  would  happen.     With  regard  to  his  honour- 
able friend's  affertion,  that  a  returning  officer  had  it  in  his 
(bwer  to  make  an  improper  return,  and  that  perhaps   fomc 
Irodtd  do  fo  nnlefs  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  give  fome  mark  of 
tiietr  refolation  to  check  fuch  attempts,  undoubtedly  it  was 
ibcfiiA.     It  was  an  inconvenience  that  necclfarily  belonged 
Kb-  &»  cafe  of  an  elcAion,  it  was  infeparable  from  it,  and 
dke  only  means  of  putting  a  tkop  to  fuch  an.abufe  of  truft, 
was  for  tkem  immediately  to  inflitute  an  enquiry  into  the 
eowliifl:  of  every  returning  officer  who  either  negleded  to  do 
his  dtxtjr,  or  did  it  negligently  and  improperly*     How  hap- 
pened, it  '  in  the  cafe  of  Coventry,  that  the  condud  of  the 
returning  officer,  who  had  failed  to  make  a  return  to  the  firft 
writ,  was  not  immediately  enquired  into  f   Let  gentlemen 
-remeaber  who  it  was  that  moved  for  theifiuing  of  the  fe^ 
doodwrit,  previous  t6 'fuch  an  enquiry ^s  taking  plaoc  !  L<t 
them  recolleA  that  he  had  earneitl^  prefied  for  an  enquiry, 
and  had  ftrenuoufly  oppofcd  the  iifumg  of  a  writ  for  a  fectnd 
Blc£lion,  tilt  the  enquiry  was  gone  into  and  finifhed,  in  prdet 
that  it  might  be  known  by  t5*e 'Houfe,  to  whom  they  were  to 
ftjRaribe  the  firft  failure  of  a  return  of  members  for  Coventry  ! 
Voi^  XVJIL  K  k  'The 
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The  queftion  before  the  Houfe  was  not  wliether  Lord 
Sheffield  and  Mr.  Yco,  or  Sir  Thomas  Halifax  and  Mr, 
Rogers,  fhould  be  the  fitting  members  for  Coventry,  bat 
whether  the  Houfe  fhould  adopt  a  new  mode  of  proceediif 
in  cafes  of  elcftion,  and  give  a  preference  to  the  Coventry 
petition  by  accelerating  the  time  of  it,  in  prejudice  tots 
parties  concerned  in  every  other  petition  ?  And  here  the  ar- 
gument prefented  itfelf  under  its  two  heads  :  was  it  right  to 
accelerate  the  trial  of  any  petition,  and  was  this  one  of  thole 
petitions  entitled  to  fuch  an  acceleration?  With  regard  to 
the  firft  pofition,  poHibly  there  might  be  cafes  in  which  it 
would  be  warrantable  with  the  Houfe  to  accelerate  the  trid 
of  one  petition  before  another,  but  furcly  the  Houfe  ovght 
to  have  proof,  before  they  went  out  of  the  ufual  road  of 
proceeding,  that  there  was  a  fufficient  caufe  for  fuch  a  change 
pf  the  courfe  of  jufticc.  Did  the  petition  that  had  been  read; 
contain  a  lingle  allegation  of  a  flagrant  nature,  uncomitm 
from  the  general  tenor  of  other  petitions  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  from  parties  claiming  feats }  The  petition  ag2iDftt 
learned  gentleman,  who  had  with  great  feeling,  anid  wi& 
great  propriety  compUined  of  the  injuftice  of  refolvingtobal* 
lot  for  a  committee  to  try  the  Coventry  petition,  before  die 
Houfe  went  to  a  ballot  to  try  the  petition  prefented  agudl 
him,  flated  a  charge  of  bribery; — bribery,  in  order  togiia 
a  feat,  was  a  very  flagrant  crime  !  The  petition  prefeotd 
againft  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  the  member  for  Staffing 
was  founded  on  a  charge  of  the  fame  fort :  the  crime  in  botk 
cafes  was  very  flagrant ;  and  in  both  cafes  the  fitting  memberr 
would  doubtlefs  be  exceedingly  pleafed  to  have  the  petidci 
.againft  them  heard  and  determined  upon  as  foon  a&poffibk 
What  were  the  fpecies  of  allegations  generally  ftated  in,ek^ 
tion  petitions  i  They  were  thefe, — that  the  returning  ofBcct 
had  fuffered. bad  votes  to  be  fworn,  and  had  rejeded  good 
ones  :  he  had  been  bribed;  the  voters  had  been  bribed;  the 
return  was  uojuit^  or  the  perfon  who  had  a£led  as  returning 
.officer  had  no  fuch  ppwer :  all  thefe  were  in  themfelves  Mi- 
grant crimes;  but  they  were  the  crimes  commonly  alledged^ 
*and  could  pafs  for  nothing,  till  the  committee  had  heard  evi' 
^ence  upon  them«— The  learned  gentleman  who  fpoke  ht, 
faid  the  Coventry  ele£tion  was  an  extraordinary  cafe,  but  he 
was  amazed  to  hear  him  fet  out  with  an  attempt  to  prove,  that 
the  petition  of  Lord  Sheffield  and  Mr.  Yeo,  which  contained 
no  extraordinary  allegation  in  itfelf,  and  refpcfiing  wbich» 
the  nolple  lord  who  made  the  motion^  had  ftatcd  no  .one  hi^ 
..  '     '  of 
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if  an  extraordinary  nature  to  juftify  his  motion,  was  more 
^tled  to  preference  than  the  petitions  refpeiEtiiig  other  bo- 
id|D{g;fas.     It  was  too  evident,  he  faid,  to  be  centradifled,  that 
fteprefent  attempt  to  accelerate  the  hearing  of  Lord  Shcilieid 
:fiid  Mr.  Yco's  petition,  was  made  by  a  noble  lord  high  in 
jttffice,  becaufe  the  petitioners  were  favourites  of  the  minifter, 
lod  agreed  with  him  in  political  opinions.     It  was,  .be  de* 
Hired,  an  efFort  of  power  to  commit  injuftice ;  an. effort 
ifcich  he  trufted  that  Houfe  would  have  the  virtue  to  refift, 
tad  therefore  he  would  fay  no  more  upon  the  fubjeft. 
**Lord  Norih  faid,  that  no  infinuations  of  his  having  ?.n  itn-  tordAVr 
ftrppcr  regard  to  one  fet  of  men,  in  preference  to  others, 
Ehduld  prevent  him  from  difcharging  his  duty  as  a  member 
bf  that  noufe«     It  had  been  thrown  out,  that  Lord  Sheffield 
Bad  Mr.  Yeo'  were  more  his  favourites  than  Sir  Thomas 
l^alifaxand  Mr.  Rogers ;  and  that  his  prcfencc  in  the  Houfe, 
lAen  any  matter  relative  to  Mr.  Grenvilk's  bill  capic  on, 
Krai  uncuftomary,  and  therefore  liable  to  fufpicion.     Gcn- 
tkmca  were  welcome  to  make  the  mofl  of  fuch  infinuations  ; 
bot  they  (hould  not  inthniclate  him  from  a£^ing  as  he  had  a 
right  to  ad,  nor  from  giving  his  reafons  why  he  fliould  vote 
ftr  the  motions  offered  to  the  Houfe  by  his  noble  friend. 
With  regard  to  the  petitioners  of  Coventry,   and  the  fitting 
ffletHbers,  they  were  unknown  to  him  in  the  confideration 
^a/Ath  then  direfted  his  conduft  ;  they  were  all  worthy  and 
riil^fiable  charaftcrs,  and  therefore  he  felt  the  lefs  compunc- 
kibb'tD  taking  that  line  which  juftice  and  reafon   fo  ftrongly 
nu^tked  out  as  the  fit  and  only  line  for  a  confcicntious  mem- 
W  of  Parliament  to  follow.     As  to  his  being  prefent,  the 
Houfe  well  knew  that  his  prefence  was  neceUary  for  other 
Tcafons,  than  the  fubjeft  of  the  motion  then  before  them, 
and  he  believed  he  had  lefs  to  charge  himfelf  with  on  the 
Tcorc  of  failure  of  punftual  difcharge  of  his  duty  by  atten- 
dance, than  almofl  any  member  who  had  fat  for  fo  many 
years  in  Parliament. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lafl,  had  talked  of 
the  good  of  Mr.  Grenville's  bill ;  it  was  well  known,  that  he 
Iras  one  of  the  very  fmall  minority  who  divided  againft  that 
bill,  but  he  appealed  to  the  Houfe,  whether  he  had,  from  the 
noxnent  that  the  Houfe  decided  that  the  bill  fhould  pafs,  ufed 
any  indjreft  means  to  fruflrate  its  effcft,  or  impede  its  opera- 
ti6n  ;  hc.'had  a  great  rei'pcft  for  it ;  he  believed  it  had  been 
prbduAive  of  much  good,  and  the  wife  and  upright  cpndu^ 
^d  detenninations-bf  thofe  gentlenricn,  who  had  from  time 
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to  time  fat  and  a£ted  as  judges  under  it,  was  at  once  an  in- 
controvertible proof  of  its  policy,  and  of  its  juftice.    That 
bill  bad  avowedly  two  great  obje£ts  :  the  one,  to  aflifi  die 
public  bufinefs  of  the  nation,  by  taking  out  of  the  Houfe 
all  eleftion  catifes,  and  referring  them  to  another  judicature 
compoled  of  members  of  Parliament ;  the  other  —  to  prevent 
delay  as  niuch  as  pofCble  in  the  deciiion  of  eledion  ciaion. 
Both  thefe  were  certainly  matters  ardently  to  be  wifhed  for,  *  : 
and  clofelv  to  be  purfued ;  the  prefent  cafe,  he  conceived, 
came  direaly  under  the  fecond  point ;  for  what  had  been  the 
feelings  of  gentlemen  at  the  time,  when  his  noble  friend  had 
moved,  that  a  new  writ  be  iffued  for  Coventry  ?  Thefafii 
then  ascertained  were,   that  there  was  no  return  made  for 
Coventry,   the  flierifi^  having   failed  to  comply  with  the 
King's  writ.     The  firft  confideration  of  that  Houfe  in  all  pe- 
riods cf  parliamentary  hiftory  had  been,  that  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  people  Ihould  be  complete.    In  fpecial  conformity 
to  that  idea,  his  noble  friend  had  moved  the  writ  for  a  new 
elc£lion  ;  and  why  had  the  Houfe  agreed  to  it  }  Becaufe,  the 
Houte  were  convinced  that  the  fherifFs  had  aimed  at  delay, 
and  therefore  they  ordered  a  new  writ  to  be  iiTued.     Hence 
in  the  new  writ,  and  not  from  any  motives  of  partiality  and 
affeflion,  which  it  was  neither  decent  not  juft  to  alledge  in 
comment  upon  a  proceeding  of  that  Houfe  ii>  its  legidative^ 
capacity,  it  had  been  argucrf  early  in  the  debate,  by  a  learned 
gentleman,  that  the  afl,  commonly  called  Mr.  Grenvillc'safi^ 
was  to  be  conftrued  by  its.fpirit,  and  not  merely  by  its  let- 
ter.    This  argument  was  certainly  fair  ;  but  would  the  learn- 
ed gentleman  contend,  that  the  fpirit  was  not  to  be  abftrafiied 
from  the  letter,  or  that  the  exprefs  letter  was  to  be  abandoned 
in  fupport  of  an  idea  of  fpirit,  which  the  letter  of  the  a& 
neither  countenanced  nor  fupported* 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Grenville's  aft  expreflly  gave  the  Honfe 
a  difcretionary  power  of  removing,  altering,  and  poftponine 
the  day  of  trying  any  petition,  as  to  their  wifdom  fbonn 
fcem  mctt.  If  the  fpirit  of  it  were  conllrued  to  imply  that 
the  Houfe  had  a  power  of  poftponing  the  trial  of  an  cle&ioQ 
caufe,  but  that  the  Houfe  had  no  power  of  accelerating  fuch 
trial,  let  the  cafe  be  ever  fo  extraordinary,  it  would  furdy 
be  fair  to  fay,  that  Mr.  Grenville's  aft  was  big  with  more 
evil  than  good ;  that  it  impeded  juftice  ;  and  that  it  rather 
enforced  than  deftroyed  delay,  the  prevention  of  which  WM 
one  cff  its  profeffcd  objeSs. .  The  ground  on  which  the  mth 
X'ton'^jcuc]^  him  as  highly  fit  fQr  tUe  adoption  of  the  Houfe, 
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mihc  obvious  aim  at  delay  in  the  fheri£Fs,  from  the  begins 
jllgtothe  end  of  the  eleaion.  In  the  firft  inftancc,  the 
|uSg*ft  writ  had  not  been  complied  with,  and  in  the  fecond, 
il|hMU<8^^^°^  ^^  '^^  petition  were  true,  they  had  ufed  every 
Min  their  power  to  gain  time,  and  make  as  many  votes  .as 
■iblci  in  order  to  bring  in  their  own  friends  at  any  rate. 
Dip  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  the  IherifFs  who 
ijilid^  at  the  lau  eledion,  and  thofe  who  made  no  return 
H.lbe  firft  writ,  were  not  the  fame  perfons  ;  the  fa£t  was 
IPIS^^bm^  the  honourable. gentleman  bad  forgot,  that  both 
Ki  diertfis  who  made  no  return,  and  the  flierifFs  who  were 
Mf  .coqiplained  againft,  were  equally  members  of  the  cor-* 
lin^tioa  of  Coventry^  and  that  the  ftruggle  evidently  lay 
m^eii  the  corporation  and  the  independent  voters,  who 
IMU.retQra  the  members.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
Md  bcfides,  that  it  was  nothing,  and  that  it  was  foolifli  for 
if  Kntlcman  to  accept  of  a  feat  upon  fuch  terms,  or  to 
iipe. into  that  Houfe  for  one  year  only.  Was  the  honour- 
iMe  gentleman  ferious  }  What !  when  he  and  all  the  public 
k|d  heard  it  fo  of  ten.  repeated  of  late,  that  Parliaments 
lH(¥ld  be  annual,  that  it  was  an  Englifhman's  birth -right,^ 
lil^;^p.man  (hould  fit  in  Parliament  more  than  a  year  pre« 
J!Bm  to  a  frefh  ele£iion,  was  he  to  be  told,  that  obtaining  a 
IRtffor.a  year,  or  perhaps  for  a  year  and  a  half,  was  nothmg 
l^tkat  it  was  foolifh  }  The  honourable  gentleman  muft  have 
Mgochimfelf  when  he  dropped  the  expreffion.  A  learned 
nvtlcwui  h^  complained  in  perfon  of  the  injuftice  which, 
/AiDedgedy  would  be  done  him,  by  giving  the  Coventry 
cttfion  a  preference,  in  point  of  order,  over  that  of  the  pe- 
inoA^gEipft  him  ;  and  another  honourable  gentleman,  not 
Q  perfon  indeed,  but  by  his  friend,  had  preferred  a  fimilar 
OH^pUint :  but  would  any  man  fay,  that  there  was  no  dif- 
breoee  between  the  cafes  of  Hindon  and  Stafford,  and  the 
)tfis  p£  Coventry  ?  In  the  two  former^  the  charge  was  a 
Iwrge  of  bribery  ;  a  flagrant  crime  it  was  true ;  but  what 
mf  «a  Ullegation  in  an  ele£tion  petition  without  proof  } 
VopalU  the  geotleroeo  fufFer  in  their  moral  chara£ters  on 
p^.;si^,  account  ?  Was  there  a  man,  who  heard  him,  who 
ipugbjt  tbey  would  }  The  gentleman  might  feel  tender  up* 
t  tti4  fubje£(,  but  every  perfon  capable  of  judging  upon  it, 
lOft  know,  that  fuch  charges  were  of  no  manner  of  confe^ 
oe^c^,  jwhert  np  othcrwife  alledged  than  in  an  ele£lion  pe- 
tipp.  .With  regard  to  fitting  members  and  the  petitioners, 
icy  were  equally  out  of  t^e  c^ueHion.   .  They  had  as  little 
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to  do  with  the  matter  as  Mr.  Grcnville's  bill,  under  the  cofr 
fidcrationof  fafFcring  by  the  decifion  of  the  Houfc,  Mr.  Groi* 
ville'sbill,  hctruftcd,  would  have  its  intended  efFeft  fartherdl 
in  a  material  inftancc,  by  an  acceleration  of  the  trial  of  th| 
Coventry  petition,  and  Sirlhomas  Halifax  and  Mr.  Rogcii| 
Lord  Sheffield,  and  Mr.  Yeo,  were  not  to  be  thought  of^ 
the  debate,  which  went  upon  the  general  ground  of  eodeui 
vouring  to  adminifter  fubftantial  and  fpcedy  jufticc  in  a  olf 
artfoUy  attempted  to  be  unreafonably  procraftinated,  totl# 
detriment  of  the  firft  great  objeft  of  l:'arliament,  the  compjc/ 
tion  of  the  rcprefentation  of  the  people.  The  folc  confiden*' 
tron,  therefore,  upon  which  the  queflion  turned,  was,  wbe-? 
thcr  there  was  fufficient  caufc  for  acceleration,  an  i  wheAet 
the  trial  of  the  Coventry  petition  could  be  accelerated  wittoflf 
injury  to  other  petitions  ?  On  both  thcfc  p9ints  it  appcfnl 
to  him  meet  and  expedient  to  agree  to  the  morion.  '' 

hU.  Jfyjfg.  Mr.  i?/;;^  faid,  the  principal  aim  of  Mr.  Grcnvilk'i  ift 
was,  that  equal  jufticc  might  be  adminiftcrcd  to  all  petitioneil 
in  cafes  of  eleftion.  The  prefent  motion  flew  in  the  face  of 
this  objeft,  and  by  a  preference  to  one  petition,  did  ao  in- 
jury to  ten  others,  which  muft  neceflarily  be  delayed  on  tht 
account.  He  faid  farther,  that  even  if  four  committed 
could  fit  at  once,  there  were  but  three  committee  rooms,  asl 
one  was  a  very  incoiivcnient  apartment  for  the  purpofc;  tlm 
the  Houfe  well  knew  if  the  committee  on  the  Coventry  pcti« 
rion,  was  balloted  for  on  the  15th  of  February,  *the  balk 
for  the  committee  to  try  the  next  to  it  muft  be  poftponed,  Hi 
fo  on  with  the  fobfcquent  ones ;  he  therefore  fhould  vote  Co 
the  amendment.  -    ' 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  amendment ;  for  it  85,  agaio; 
it  109. 

The  other  petitions  on  the  fame  fubjeft  were  alfo  rcfem 
to  the  15th  of  February. 

Mr.  irdh,        Mr.  PVebh  then  moved  to  fix  the  day  of  ballotting'  for  ll 
Lyme-Rcgis  committee,  on  the  28th  of  February.         '-• 

Mr.  Syrtg.  Mr.  Byng  faid,  he  conceived  Mr.  Grcnville's  aft  had  T 
ceivcd  a  ftab  tha-t  eyeniniif,  and  thereforcj  in  confformity 
the  principles  which  impelled  him  to  divide  in  the  minori 
on  the  former  queftion,  he  Ihould  oppofe  the  prefent. '  J 
moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the  26th  of  June  be  i 
ferted.  t 

^clZ^Jrth.      ^'*"  ^^^^^*  Mackworth  faid,  no  injury  was  done  to  the  s 
*  of  Mr.  Grenville  by  the  laft  decifion.     The  Houfe  divic 
again  on  the  amcnciovcnt^  for  it  28,  againftit  57. 

Jam 
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January  24. 
jcnenil  Smith  faid,  he  lonk  the  carlicft  opportunity  of  Gen.  ikjjw 
ling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  matter  of  the  grcateft 
pbhance  —  the  prefcnt  difturbed  ftatc  of  the  provinces  of 
itgal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla,  in  India.     Mipiftry,  he  was  well 
ai^,  were  in  polTcffion  of  advices  from  that  part  of  h» 
ftjefiy*8  dominions,  of  an  alarming  nature,  and  which,  he 
^,  would  incline  them  to  take  the  diftarbances  to  which 
alluded  into  immediate  confideration.     How  would   the 
Mlfe  be  aftonilhed,  when  they  (hould  hear  that  the  fupremc 
I'controUing  council  at  Calcutta,  appointed  by  the  Britifh 
itbture  to  fuperintend  afFhirs   in  that  quarter,  had  fcnt 
:V'rpetition,  praying  for  an  a£l  of  indemnity  to  fccurc 
•B  from  puhilhment  for  fending  an  armed  force   to  rciift 
Mlkr  armed   force,    which  had  been  employed  by  thofc 
j^  who  were  alfo  appointed  in  Bengal  by  this  legiflature 
carrying  into  execution  decrees  of  theirs  that  were  abfo- 
&ly  inconfiftent  with  peace  and  good  government  in  that 
intry.     Mr.  Smith  faid,  the  inftitution  of  a  court  of  judi- 
ore  in  Bengal,  feparate  from  the  fupreme  council,  was 
jr*  ab  experiment  in  politics.     It  had   been  fufficiently 
•Ycd  to  have  been  unfuccefsful ;  and  he  hoped  it  would 
1^  be  given  up.     He  gave  notice,  that  on  a  future  day  he 
pilff  make  a  motion  that  all  thcfe  matters  fliould  be  taken 
Hhe  confideration  of  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 
'•JoAlljiirtb  confcffed,  that  he  had  heard  a  good  deal  of  Lord  iVarx^ 
mhiuctr,  fuch  as  had  been  defcribed  by  the  honourable 
1^.  .  However,  from  nothing  that  he  either  knew  or  had 
lil^flid'ic  appear  to  him,  that  the  inftitution   of  a  court 
Dcficatuire  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OrifTa^ 
HA  be  abolifhed.     That  was  a  great  political  queftion, 
^an-enquiry  into  the  fafts,  which  muft  rieceffarily  be  af- 
ihied  in  order  to  a  right  difcuflion  of  it,  .would  compre- 
d  tnady  individuals  now  refiding  in  Calcutta :  therefore, 
Hoofe  cocrld  not  come  to  any  fpeedy  refolution  concern-> 
the  grievance  alledged  by  the  petitioners  and  the  honou- 
fr^htlemah.     However,  all  thofe  things  deferved  to  be 
aired  into;  and  he  underftood,  that  a  day  had  been  fixed 
sdtffidering  the  petition  from  Bengal,  which  "had  been 
idy.  preifcnted  to  the  Houfe,  the  confideration  of  which 
Id  invblyii^  all  thofe  matters  now' complained  of.     His 
iMhip  being  told,  that  no  day  was  fixed  for  the  coniidera- 
of  that  petition,  the  31ft  was  appointed, 

Mr. 


256  PARLIAMENTARY  A 

Mr.  Bauib*  Mr.  Bottghton  Roufc  rofc  as  foon  as  Lord  North  ha 
fM  Boyfi.  and  cxprefl'ed  much  fasisfaftion  at  perceiving,  from  tl 
in  which  the  buiuiefs  then  was,  that  the  wifdoni  of  Pari 
would  very  (hortly  be  applied  to  the  revifal  of  an  ad, 
ing  that  paffcd  in  1774,)  which,  whilft  it  correde 
abufes  which  had  prevailed  in  India,  had  certainlv 
duced  a  fcene  of  the  greateft  confufion.  For,  faid  th 
tleman,  in  an  extent  of  territory,  larger  than  all  the 
dominions  in  Europe,  we  have  (een  a  government 
without  efGcacy  ;  and  a  court  of  juftice  difpoiing  of  t 
and  property  of  the  inhabitants,  by  laws  which  are  nc 
ten  and  promulgated.  This  fubjedl,  Sir,  appears  to 
the  higheft  importance.  I  hope  to  fee  it  examined  m 
liberation  and  candour,  without  acrimony  to  indii 
without  the  influence  of  party  fpirit.  It  is  a  gixat  r 
object.  Sir,  and  as  iucb,  it  cannot  too  foon  receive 
tention  of  this  Houfe. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called^  for  the  Houfe  to 
to  a  committee  of  fupply, 
l^ra  North.  Lord  North,  after  mentioning  the  extreme  diftrefs  n 
the  whole  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  and  two  parifhcs  inji 
were  reduced  by  the  late  dreadful  hurricane,  faid,  thi 
objects  extremely  proper  for  Parliamentary  relief,  an 
was  neceflary  to  lend  immediate  ailiftance,  without  ' 
for  any  fcrutiny,  be  added,  that  he  was  deiirous  of  thi 
ance  of  any  gentleman,  who  fhould  advance  any  res 
going  either  beyond  or  under  the  fum  which  he  £hoi 
cify. ^ 

It  was  not  the  meaning,  it  was  not  the  expe6tttioi 
petitioners  to  be  indemnined  for  ail  the  lofles  they  had 
cd.  Thefe  were  not  exaftly  afcertained^  as  they  pi 
be,  if  fuch  a  demand  were  made^  as  a  matter  of  right 
all  that  Was  praved  for  was^  fuch  ailiftance  as  might 
the  diftreiTed  inliabitants  to  fupport  themfelves  with 
cefTaries  of  life  in  the  mean  time,  and  afterwards  to 
the  different  occupations  of  honeft  induftry. 

With  regard  to  the  fums  that  ought  to  be  given  to 
and  to  Barbadoes  refpc£tively,  he  was  fomewhat  at 
but  there  was  a  nece0ity  of  iending  one  fum  or  Qtl 
would  therefore  propofe  what  he  tiiought  fliould  l>ei 
Jamaica,  and  what  to  Barbadoes.  If  we  eftimate  tl 
mercial  value  to  this  country  of  thofe  two  parifhes  01 
the  hurricane  fell  in  Jamaica,  and  compare  it  with  t! 
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lercial  value  to  this  country  of  BarbaJoes,  perhaps  thofc  two 
arifhcs  are  more  than  equivalent,  in  ihat  fcale,  to  this  whole 
laod.  Farther,  if  we  were  to  form  an  cftimate  of  the  quan- 
Jim  of  relief  we  ought  to  lend  to  each  iiland,  from  the  great- 
iHt  of  the  lofs  fuftained  by  each,  the  greatcft  lum  would  be 

iX,  to  Jaimaica.     But  Parliament  would  be  too  juft  to  make 

[8  the  rule  of  their  charity,  which  would  be  regulated,  not 
^  the  meafure  of  their  lofs,  but  by  the  urgency  of  their 
fiats. 

The  hnrricane  had  fallen  on  only  a  part  of  Jamaica,  but 
od  ravaged  and  laid  wafte  the  whole  of  Barbadoes.  In  thi<i 
(}and  all  were  fufFerers.  In  Jamaica  the  greater  part  of  the 
Qand,  though  indeed  the  leafi  fertile,  el'caped  the  dreadful 
ifitati'on  ;  whence  it  might  be  prcfumed,  that  the  neceilaries 
4Flife  might  be  purchaled  by  the  poor  among  the  lufFercrs, 
rbich,  as  he  underflood,  were  not,  in  thole  two  parilhes, 
ypy  many,  for  money.  Money,  therefore,  was  the  prin- 
ipal  thing  they  would  ftand  in  need  of.  But  in  Barbadoes, 
inhere  the  efFeSs  of  the  hurricane  were  general,  the  number 
Itpoor  white  people  was  great,  and  they  would  (land  in  need 
ifixnany  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  of  bulky  commodities*, 
■Kich  Gouid  not  be  tranfmitted,  like  a  credit  on  the  hjuk 
JrEndandi  without  any  expence,  but  which  would  occsliou 
^.ooofiderable  deduction  from  the  fum  that  ihould  *be  vorcd 
Br  dieir  relief,  for  freight,  insurance,  &c.  Fortuuately,  a 
mrqj  with'  proviiions  for  the  Weft-India  illands,  had 
Ijliled  with  Sir  Samuel  Hood ;  but  in  fvlay  and  June, 
mther  fupply  would,  doubtlefs,  be  wanted,  efpecially  at 
lll^oes. 

'.He  had  converied  concerning  thefe  matters  with  feveral 
ric^-India  merchants,  and  from  all  that  he  could  learn  on 
^eftion,  to  which  of  the  iflands  we  ought  to  give  moft 
ice,  the  painful  preference  was  due  to  Barbadoes.  He 
Tore  propofed,  that  the  fum  of  eighty  thoufand  pounds 
^  voted  tor  the  relief  of  Barbadoes,  and  the  I'um  of  lt}rty 
bipiaiand  pounds  for  the  relief  of  Jamaica*  Tliofe  fums  to 
le jdifcributed  by  the  governors  of  the  illands  and  the  veftrles 
>if  the  different  pariflies,  or  in  any  mode  that  might  be  deemed 
l^tmofl  proper  by  the  Weft-Indian  merchants,  and  all  thoib 
ivh»  were  beft  judges  of  the  fubjed. 

Mi.  Pultehay  2.{k,td  why  the  noble  lord  propofed  the  fpccific  Mr.P*/ 
JOms  of  8o,COOl.  and  40,0001.  and  defired  to  know  what  data,  ''*'>■• 
Ind  what  calculation  the  noble  lord  was  guided  by  in  his  opi- 
tnoBj  that  the  fums  Ihould  be  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  the  . 
[urns  propofed*  \ 

VoL.XVlII.  LI  L^^^V 
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fcc  •  5  c :  r h  e  cc  J ::c:  I  ;  i r.i  ■  l:Ird:T,  c :  c i:  -  > .  ^  ^^  r,  with 
IT. -  zl:-;  r  ?  c :  :be  lu ;  r: ': ". y ,  •  ^  ':e  c>. : :  •  r.  -  /  :>. r  i r  c wn 
whirh  roarr,  \c  Z7ciz.7.i'.-:d^  ili^r.  rf -rrTT-.verfi  (:i  bci 
iattsr  cf  Pirliamecr,  s?  v.:; LI  as  c:  r>.e  private  lubfc 
thst  the  money  cbraisri  frczi  bcih  iTii.!  be  really  and 
cz^.ploycd  and  applied  for  thr  aftuil  u-.e  a-d  be'ncfir  > 
jriand,  and  cc:  tcr  the  p^rfozil  tervicc  cf  :r.dividua?i 
to  *iy  this  mon^y  cut  in  the  p'-rc::a:V  of  all  fuch  nect 
^.?  the  iiiazd  (hall  ftand  in  need  cf,  and  to  this  ccd  ihal 
i.'ierty  to  draw  upon  the  backcf  Ez^hf-d  for  it,  as  oc 
may  cccur  and  require. 

3d,  That  ha%-ing  purchafed  the  neceiT?.nes  wanted 
as  lumhei-  cf  all  kinds,  zfid  prcviiicr.s,  each  lufFerer  ft 
proporticr.  to  hi*  low,  be  entitled  to  receive  his  porti 
fhare  cf  Thefe  articics  ;  no  part  thereof  bein^  to  bc-coRQ 
for,  or  paid  in  moacy,  upon  any  account  whatever. 

4^3 
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4th,  That  thcfe  commiffioners  fhall  be  required  to  tranf- 
Bft  to  the  agent  of  the  ifland  here,  fuch  copies  of  their  pro- 
dings  as  will  be  proper  and  fufficicnt  to  inform  the  Par- 
ent and  the  public  at  large,  of  the  manner  in  which  their 
1  donations  have  been  difpofed  of  by  them. 

thtfiil^ng  yfcUre/s  of  the  Houfe  of  JJpmhly  in  BarbadoeSj  was 
mSiV9ridby^2Lm\xt\  Kftwick,  Efq.  the  Agent  of  that  IJland^ 
to  Lord  Greorge  Germain. 

«  To  the  K I N  G  •  s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty . 

**  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
"  Wc,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fuhjefts,  the 
sifrefentatives  of  the  people  of  this  iiland,  beg  leave  to  im- 
lore  your  Majefty  *s  favour  under  the  greateft  of  all  calami- 
ift  which  we  ha.ve  yet  endured,  a  dreadful  tcmpeft,  v;hich, 
aofiog  on  the  loth  of  this   month,  and  continuing  for  the 

Kof  near  thirty  years,  has  thrown  down  or  otherwife 
»yed  almoft  all  the  dwelling-houfcs  hoth  of  our  towns 
PhI  country,  moft  of  the  churches  in  each,  as  well  as  public 
iifffices,  along  with  the  buildings  of  our  I'ogar-works,  both 
Hge  and  fmall  ;.and  by  rooting  up  the  trees  and  levelling  the 
itnts  alfo  of  the  earth  to  the  ground,  has  fpread  the  fcenc 
FraiDand  defolation  over  the  whole  illand  ;  great  numbers 
F  pcrfons,  both  white  and  black,  have  been  killed,  and  a 
ill  greater  number  of  cattle,  fo  neceffary  to  the  manure  of 
ar  lands,  as  well  as  for  labour  and  for  food,  have  pcrifhcd  ; 
nd  this  dreadful  event,  following  all  our  former  difappoint- 
lents  and  diftrtfTes,  renders  many  of  our  planters  and  other 
^habitants  utterly  unable  to  rebuild  their  works,  or  even  to 
^lovide  a  comfortable  flicltcr  for  thcmlelves  and  families  ; 
Jidall  others,  though  in  better  circumftanccs,  find  them- 
Hvcs,  from  the  want  of  lumber  and  other  materials,  at  this 
uhappy  period,  under  difEculties  diicou raging  and  almoll: 
Jlfopcrable.  Would  to  God,  honever,  that  we  had  nowrc- 
IMinted  to  your  Majefty  the  utmoft  of  our  diftrefs  and  ap- 
^henlions ;  butonecircumftance,  Sir,  of  ftill  grerr-^r  ter- 
6r  to  U8  remains  to  be  unfolded  ;  for,  by  the  dellri:ction  of 
Ttat  quantities  of  the  Indian  corn,  lately  gathered  in  and 
Orcd  for  the  fubfiftence  of  our  negroes,  and  from  the  length 
F  time  that  muft  naturally  pafs  before  a  new  crop  can  be 
taped,  we  dread  a  fcarcity  of  our  grain,  and  that  a  famine 
ill  compleat  thatmifery  which  the  tempeft  may  then  feem 
nly  to  have  begun.  Yet,  trufting  in  the  mercies  of  an 
dnHghty  and  Good  Being,  for  faying  us,  by  a  blefling  on  our 
L  I  z  iaduftry 
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induftry  and  care  from  that  moft  fatal  confequence  of  bis  hte 
awful  judgment,  we  now  throw  ourfclvcs  at  your  Matjcfty^i 
feet  to  implore  your  royal  favour,  and  the  nation^s  bountj^ 
under  your  Majdl|y's  moft  gracious  countenance^  to  enable 
us  to  bear  up  under  this  dreadful  fhock  of  oar  finances,  aid 
aifift  us  to  repair  the  uncommon  damage  we  have  fufiaincdj 
or  we  have  but  too  juft  caulb  to  fear  that  your  Majcfty*! 
moft  ancient  and  ever  loyal  colony  of  Barbadoes,  may  be 
loft  in  every  point  of  valuable  confidcration  to  the  crown  and 
parent  ftate^  and  fink  themfelves  into  an  abyfs  of  indigCDd 
and  defpair. 

By  order  of  the  Houfc, 

^oi  t!%t'!'  }        J°«^  Gay  Allktke,  Speaker. 

Mr  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  applauded  the  Hberality  of  the  propofed  rcli^ 
and  the  judgment  with  which  Lord  North  bad  proportioned 
the  diflribution  of  it.  He  thought  clearly,  that  Barbadoe* 
Ihould  have  more  of  the  money  which  Parliament  coold  af-* 
ford  to  give,  than  Jamaica,  for  the  reafons  that  had  betl 
urged  by  the  noble  lord,  and  alfo  that  becaufe  in  Januic* 
only  a  part  of  a  community,  a  ricJi  &nd  generous  commnnityi 
had  fufiercd  ;  but  the  whole  of  the  ifland  of  Bftrbadoes  m 
been  ravaged  and  almoft  wholly  defolatod.  None  could  hdp 
his  neighbour.  To  Barbadoes  therefore,  we  muft  yield  tli< 
melancholy  pre-eminence.  And  when  I  fay  this^  faidMr* 
Burke,  I  fpeak  with  impartiality,  and  more  than  impartiali^j 
for  1  have  the  honour  of  knowing  many  of  the  inhabitaonl 
-of  Jamaica ;  .but  with  thofe  of  Barbadoes  1  am  wholly  unac* 
quainted.  ' 

Mr,  Burke,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Pultenay,  faid,  that  itcooll 
net  be  expelled  that  the  noble  lord  could  have  any  data  Ac 
fixing  with  precifion,  a  fum  adequate  to  the  neceffity  of  tl 
cafe  in  queftion.     If  the  fums  propofedjexceedcd  the  relief* 
extreme  want,  fo  much  the  better.     If  any  alteration  were 
be  made  in  the  fums  propofed  with  fo  much  liberality  ai 
judgment,  he  would  rather  be  for  extending  than  reducii 
them.     But  though  he  ftiould  ever  be  deiirous  of  ftrainio 
the  ability  of  Parliament  to  relieve  diftrefs,  yet  he  did  nol 
think  that  Parliament  were  obliged  by  any  law  whatever,  tt 
make  up  the  loffes  that  might  in  the  courfe  of  Providfcnc^ 
fall  on  our  fellow  fubje£is.     As  to  any  diftinftlon  between  iA 
indemnification  for  a  lofsj  and  fuch  affiftancc  as  rnightfup* 
port  the  fufFerers  in  the  me^n  time,  and  put  them  in  a  waj 
of  refuming  iheir  habits  of  induftry,  he  thought  the  forum 

2 


A.  lySr.  DEBATES. 

was  in  no  fmall  degree  implied  in  the  latter.  A  committee 
Ihould  be  appointed,  confifting  of  the  agents  for  the  iflandi, 
and  the  Weft  India  merchants,  who  fhould  determine,  in  tlie 
face  of  the  world  and  of  one  another^  the  moft  proper  mode  of 
cfFe£ling  the  humane  purpofes  of  the  King  and  Parliament. 
The  judgments  of  all  men  were  too  apt  to  be  warped  by  par- 
tial motives  and  views.  As  a  counterbalance  to  thisdifpofi- 
tion,  it  was  that  he  propofed  that  the  committee  fhould  be  as 
public  as  poffible.  The  committee  (hould  determine  the 
kinds  of  relief  that  (hould  be  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  and 
the  individual  application  of  the  means  of  relief  fhould  be 
committed  to  the  governors  or  church -wardens,  or  others 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  circumftancesof  the  various  fof- 
ferers.  Parliament  fpecifiies  the  fum  they  can  afford  to  give; 
the  committee  determines  the  quantity  of  the  fpecies  of  ma- 
terials to  be  fent ;  and  the  moft  refpeAable  inhabitants  on 
,  the  ifland,  make  the  application  of  relief  to  the  exigencies  of 
individuals. 

Sir  fF.  Gutji  thought  that  the  fums  propofed  fhould  go  to  Sir  ir 
the  relief  of  the  iflands  without  any  fees  or  deduftion.  <?«j/«i 

Lord  North  and  the  whole  Houfe  agreed  to  this  propofal. 
Three  refolutions  were  formed  in  the  committee ;  one,  to 
grant  eighty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  relief  of  Barbadoes  ; 
another,  to  grant  forty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  relief  of 
Jamaica  ;  and  a  third,  that  thefe  fums  be  paid  for  the  ufe  of 
the  fufferers  without  any  dedofiion. 

This  day,  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  fecrctary  at  war,  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  purfuant  to  their  addrefs,  the  following  papers- : 
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d  Ulburney  from  the  admiralty^  prefcnted  the  follow*  ^ 
p<wrt; 


Navy-Office,  Jan.  i,  1781. 

^^eifiif  of  the  Number  of  Mtn  who  havi  died  in  a£iual 
yice  i»  His  Majefi/s  NavyJtHce  the  \Ji  Day  of  January ^ 
'6,  eSftiHgui/hing  (as  far  as  may  be)  ihofe  who  have  been 
td  bythe  Enemy ;  and  atfof  of  the  Number  offuch  Men  as 
t  defer  ted  the  f aid  Service  in  the  fame  Period^  as  far  as  the 
rat  Aeeottnts  can  be  made  upy  dijiingui/hing  each  Year. 

Number  of  men  who  have 
died  in  aSlualfervice. 


• 

.1 

1 

1 

»776. 

1679 

»05 

1784 

768s 

»777> 

3247 

>40 

3287 

t778. 

4801 

254 

5055 

9919 

»7> 

4726 

SS^ 

5277 

"54» 

1780, 

4092 

293 

4385 

7603 

Total 

1854s 

1243 

19788 

42069 

C.  MiDftLETOW. 

J.  Willi  4MS4 
T.  Brett. 
G.  Marsh. 
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Navy-Office,  Jan.  43,  1781.  ,. 
An  Account  of  ail  the  Men  mi  fed  for  His  Majefifi  A'«R^ 
Marints  intluded^  from  the  2()tb  of  September ^  *774f  '»Sj 
29/^  of  September^  1780,  dijiinguifhing  each  Tear^  prefani 
furfuant  to  a  Precept  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commmf^ 
dated  the  yh  of  December^   1 7  8o,  * 

Tear.  }fo.  ef  men  rmfei. 
From  agth  September^  '774%  345 

»775»  473S 

1770,  21565' 

1777>  374S7 

1778,  41847 

To  29lh  September,  1780,  28210 

Total  175990 

C.   MiDDLETON,       T.    WiLLIAMI, 

Ct4  Marsh,  T.  Brbtt, 

£.  Lecras, 


To  the  Honourable  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Borgefi^ 
in  Parliament  aiJTembled. 


The  Second  Report  of  the  Commlfftoners  appointed  to 
take,  andjiate,  the  Public  Accounts  of  the  Kingdom* 
[See  the  Firft  Report  in  page  lao.] 

PURSUING  the  line  of  inquiry  marked  out  loooriirfl 
report  to  the  legiflature,  namely,  an  examination  of  ' 
balances  in  the  hands  of  thofe  accountants  who  receifc  1 
ney  from  the  fubjeft,  to  be  paid  into  the  exchequer ;  ihl 
we  might  omit  no  office  of  receipt,  and  no  receiver  of  di 
Appendix,  public  rcveuuc  under  that  defcription,  we  obtained  froadi 
^^*  ^*  office  of  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer,  *«  A  liflof  ill  4 
public  offices  where  money  is  received  for  taxes  or  dilli^ 
and  of  the  names  of  all  perfons  who  arc  receivers  of  p  '" 
money  raifed  upon  the  fubjeft  by  taxes  or  duties,  «nd 
pay  the  fame  into  the  exchequer." 

Wfe  have  examined  into  the  manner  in  which  the  pnl 
revenue  is  colleftcd,  received,  and  paid  into  the  exch< 
in  all  thefe  offices,  and  by  all  thefe  receivers. 

In  the  cuftomR,   the  receiver  general,   William 
Xo.  2.     cfqaire,  certified  to  us^  that  upon  the  loth  of  September 
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ticre  was  in  his  hs^nds,  exduiive  of  the  current  weekly  re- 
eipt*of  the  duties  of  the  cuftoms,  the  fum  of  four  thoufand 
9ar  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  three  Ihillings  and  ten  pence; 
riHcfa  fum  was  the  amount  of  certain  colle£tions  iranfmitted 
Ohim^  either  from  the  plantations^  or  particular  out  ports; 
ad  was  to  continue  in  his  hands  no  longer  than  until  the 
mnptroller  general,  as  to  fome  parts  of  it,  and  the  com- 
Dfrnoners,  as  to  other  parts,  fhould  direct  under  what  heads 
»f  duties  the  feveral  items,  of  which  this  fum  was  coui- 
Muoded,  fhould  be  arranged,  and  paid  into  the  exchequer, 
>r  otherwife  difpofed  of.  Mr.  McUifh  has  informed  us,  that  ^^^  ^^ 
>artof  fum  has  been  paid  by  him,  according  to  orders  of  the  *  ^' 
rommiffioners  and  comptroller  general ;  and  that  the  other 
part  thereof,  amounting  to  three  thoufand  two  hundred 
Bightv-eight  pounds  fourteen  (hillings  and  eleven  pence 
Earthinff,  was  remaining  in  his  hands  the  20th  inftant ;  this 
remaiDder,  we  are  of  opinion,  the  commiilioners  and  comp- 
tioller  general  fhould  in  their  feveral  departments  arrange, 
land  the  receiver  general  fhould  pay  according  to  fuch  ar- 
rangement as  fpeedily  as  pofiible. 

By  the  examinations  of  Jofhua  Powell,  efquirc,  chief  Xq.  ^ 
derk  to  the  comptroller  general;  and  of  Mr.  Anihony  No.  5. 
Slinkhorn,  afliflant  to  the  receiver  general,  ir  appc.  is  that 
tfiC -duties  of  the  cufloms  are  colledcd  by  ofiiccis,  either  in 
Sid&don  or  at  the  out  ports :  in  Lonion  the  chief  teller 
%very  day  receives  them  from  the  colle£lors,  and  pays  them 
into  the  office  of  the  receiver  general ;  at  the  out  ports,  the 
ctdleAors  remit  their  receipt  by  bills  to  the  receiver  general, 
tad  are  not  permitted  to  retain  in  their  hands  above  one 
fcaodred  pounds,  unlefs  for  fpccial  reafons,  allowed  of  by  the 
gnmniffioners,  and  by  the  lords  of  the  trealury.  The  nett 
broduce  of  every  duty  received  in  each  week,  is  paid  by  the 
Maeiver  general  in  the  following  week  into  the  exchequer* 
'.  In  the  excife,  we  find,  from  the  examinations  of  George 
I;ewis  Scott,  efquire,  one  of  the  commiflioners,  and  of 
[Richard  Paton,  efquire,  fecond  general  accountant  (both 
Mnexed  to  our  firft  report)  tliat  the  collectors  retain  in  their 
liands  no  part  of  the  duties  they  receive ;  and  that  the  re- 
aver general  every  week  pays  into  the  exchequer  the  nett 
produce  of  this  revenue,  unlefs  fome  forefeen  demands  in 
the  following  week  make  a  refervation  of  any  part  of  it 
'flccelfary. 

In  the  flamp  office,  we  examined  Mr»  James  Dugdale,  -^^  g^ 
deputy  receiver  general ;  and  Mr.  John  Lloyd^  firft  clerk  to  ^^]  .] 

the       *  '* 


u 
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the  compUFoUcr  and  accountant  general ;  from  wh(HB  wecbU 

lc&,  that  the  whole  produce  of  thefe  duties,  arifingeidn 

from  the  receipt  at  the  office  in  London,  or  from  bilk  reaiib*  \* 

tied  from  the  diftributors  in  the  coontry,  is  paid  every  wflik 

into  the  exchequer. 

No.  8.         ^^  ^^^  ^^^'  office,  Milward  Rowe,  efquire,  one  of  tbe  cosh 

No!  q!     millioners,  and  Mr.  John  Elliot,  correfpondent,  were  exani* 

ned  :  The  colleAors  of  thefe  duties  are  continually  remitbiji 

their  receipt  to  the  office  in  bills ;  every  week  the  accooot 4 

made  up,  and  the  whole  balance  paid  into  the  exchequer,  n« 

ierving  always,   in  the  hands  of  the  cafliier,  %  fuoi  aotci- 

ceediogfive  hundred  pounds,  for  the  purpofe  of  defrayii^thl 

incidental  cxpences  of  the  office. 

No«  10.       ^^  ^^^  office  for  liceniing  hawkers  and  pedlars,  weleia 

from  Mr.  James  Turner,  one  of  the  conuniffionen,  that  Ai 

riding  furveyors  keep  remitting  to  this  office,  in  bUls,  tkf 

duties  they  receive  in  the  country;  which  the  caihier  pBj% 

together  with  what  he  receives  in  London,  weekly,  into  tk 

exchequer,  purfuant  to  the  aA  of  the  9th  and  iwx  of  Kis| 

William  the  third,  provided  his  whole  receipt  amoQDtsls 

more  than  two  hundred  pounds ;  referring  in  hia  haadsdodi 

a  fum  as  may  be  fufficient  for  the  payment  of  iilaries,  iBB» 

dents,  and  current  expences. 

No.  lit       ^"  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  regulating  hackney  coaches  and  churs,  w 

colled  from  the  examination  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Maiihall,  cki 

to  the  receiver  general,  that  the  duties  or  rents  of  the  hactof 

coaches  become  due  every  lunar  month,  and  of  the  hackaif 

chairs  every  quarter;  and  thefe  rents  being ufually  paid  wi» 

in  a  certain  time  after  they  become  due,  the  receiver  ge^ 

makes  a  payment  of  one  thoufand  pounds  into  the  excbe^ 

every  twenty-eight  days,  except  that  each  of  bis  quanolf 

payments  amounts  to  five  hundred  pounds  only,  as  he  tfacD 

re.ierves  in  his  hands  a  fum  for  the  payment  of  fitlaries  aodAe 

-  incidental  expeoces  of  the  office. 

The  punctuality  and  expedition  with  which  the  dotiet  cot- 
letted  in  thefe  offices  pafs  from  the  pocket  of  the  fubjeft  isp 
tbe  exchequer,  leave  us  no  room  to  fuggeft  any  alteration  is 
the  time  or  manner  of  paying  in  the  (ame. 
No.  12.       lo  the  poft  office,  Robert  Trevor,  Efq.  the  receiver  geir* 
ral,  in  anfwer  to  our  precept,  returned  a  balance  of  niiB 
No.  17.  thoufand  three  hundred  iifty  eight  pounds  two  {hillings,  in  fail 
^*  hands  upon  the  5th  of  September  laft.     From  his  examins- 
No.  14.  tion,  and  from  thofe  of  William  Faviqoier,  Efq.  accoontadt 
Ko.  15.  gcocral  ia  this  office^  and  of  Mr.  William  Ward,  coUcfior. 

«  "  of 
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;  the  bye  an  crpfi  foad  office,  it  appears,  that  tfaii  teventie 
-^pad  iDto  die  office  of  the  receiver  general,  either  by  cer- 
i nfficeiB  or  colleftort  in  London  (f^imc  paying  every  other 
h  Ibme  wieeUy,  and  fome  quarterly,  or  by  remittances  in 
b  from  the  poft  mafters-in-^h^ country)  who  do  no  keep 
Ikttioiicy  they  rec^ve  any  confiderable  time  in  their  hands. 
Plaiiiiilnflof  ol  the  bye  and  crofs  road  office  makes  his  pay* 
Iphti  to  the  receiver  general  quarterly,  and  to  the  amount  of 
Phm  .tt&en  thov&M  jpounds  each  quarter.  The  receiver 
piiMl  ffty%  ipto  the  exchequer  feven  hundred  pounds  every 
^-^*'  ptirfo^t  to  the  aft  of  the  9th  and  lOth  of  Queen 
J  dieter  the  lOth,  and  the  balance  in  his  hands  he  pays 
i' every  tfoatter,  referving  about  five  thoufand  pounds  to  an- 
•kicismital  warrants  from  the  board,  to  pay  falaries  and 
r  «Kpcno0B  ol  the  office. 
^^tlitfc^aipe  fear  branches  of  the  revenue  which  are  coUefted 
*  If  the  4iitftioii  of  commiffioners,  but  by  lingle  per* 
/ :  Thefe  are  the  firft  fruits  and  the  tenths  of  the 
fj/ii  aad  the  deduAions  of  fix  pence,  and  of  one  fhillingy 
Ee  pottod  out  <^  penfions,  falaries,  fees,  and  wages. 
|irW4B4Utiaiiiined  Edward  Mulfo,  efquire,  the  receiver,  and  ^Jq^  |5 
Mfcnlafoa,  efqutre,  the  deputy  receiver,  of  the  firft  fruits;  ^q]  |^ 
^M»  iofamei  us,  that  this  revenue  is  received  from  the  cler* 
\  «t  dM  office  in  London ;  that  at  the  end  of  Oflober,  or 
k-bc(|inniBg  of  November,  in  every  year,  this  receiver 
^  kix6  die  exchequer  the  net  receipt  of  the  preceding  year, 

3Xft  of  December ;  and  that  the  balance  of  this  amy,  ^^^  ^g 
bands,  upon  the  30th  of  November  laft,  was  four  thou- 
l^hi^ee  hundred  thirty -two  pounds  eight  ihillings  and  ele« 
^  M  fttaee  three  farthing^ . 
[i^^wibtrt  Chefter,  efquire,  the  receiver  of  the  tenths,  being  No.  19 
[)jM*drihiedy  we  find  that  thefe  payments  become  due  from  the 
4efergy  every  Chriftmas,  that  they  ought  to  be  made  before 
dM^bft  iAiy  of  April  following,  and  if  they  are  not  madebe- 
Am  the  31ft  of  May,  he  delivers  an  account  of  the  defaulters 
iaR0^|ie exchequer ;  that  he  receives  thefe  payments,  together 
Witb  ^  arrears  of  former  years,  during  the  following  year, 
tffdil^g  sif  Chriftmas,  to  which  time  he  makes  up  his  yearly 
jfedbcoity  and  in  the  month  of  June  or  July  after,  he  has,  for 
i6it  tttft  three  years,  paid  into  the  exchequer  the  net  receipt 
ttf-thep^cedingyear ;  and  it  appears,  that,  upon  the  zoth  of 
^Eteceinber  laft,  the  furn  in  his  bands  was  nine  thoufand  eight  ^     ^^ 
iflMidped  and  ninety  pounds  and  two  pence  balfoenny*  ^* 

Vow  XVIII.  Nn  B^th 
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Both  thcfc  dues  from  the  clergy  arc  granted  lA  purfuanocof 
the  2d  and  3d  of  Queen  Anne^  chapter  nth,  to  tbecoipo* 
ration  called  The  Governors  of  the  Bounty  of  Queen  AddC| 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  ctcrgr,. 
Thefe  governors  ufually  hold  their  firft  meeting  fojne  time  iir 
November  every  year,  a  (hort  time  before  which  it  hat  beet 
cuflomary  for  thefe  receivers  to  make  their  payments  into  tkif 
exchequer* 

No.  21.  Thomas  Aftle,  efquire,  receiver  of  die  fixpenny  duty^  td» 
le£ls  it  from  the  offices  and  perfons  charged,  either  quarterly, 
half-yearly,  or  yearly,  according  to  the  praAice  of  the  of- 
fice or  perfon  he  receives  it  from  :  He  has  no  ftated  times  fix 
his  payments  into  the  exchequer,  except  that  in  Marchor  Aprils 
every  year,  he  pays  in  the  balance  then  in  his  bands,  of  hb 
laft  year's  colleaion.     £ly  his  return  to  us,  upon  the  ibthoC 

No.  22.  December  lad,  the  fum  of  fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  eighty 
one  pounds  feven  (hillings  and  eleven  pence,  was  then  re- 
maining in  his  hands;  but  this  fum^  as  he  has  fince  infonn* 
ed  us,  he  has  paid  into  the  exchequer,  together  with  the  ba« 
lance  of  his  year's  account,  ending  the  fifth  inftant« 

No.  2^.  Richard  Carter,  efquire,  receiver  of  the  one  fhilliag  dot?! 
collects  it  from  different  offices,  at.  different  timet:  H6 
ufually  make  payments  every  quarter  into  the  exche^^ 
and  once  a  year  pays  in  the  balance^  The  fum  in  bis  handi^ 
upon  the  20th  O£lobcr  laft,  was  two  thoufand  and  fifty 
pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  feven  pence;  and  1^  has  fiacf 

No.  24.  fignified  to  us,  that  he  has  paid  the  fame  into  the  excbeqneri 
The  intention  of  that  claufe  in  the  a£V,  which  direds  our 
firft  inquiries  to  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  account* 
ants,  is,  that  the  public  may  the  fooner  avail  themfelvci  of 
the  ufe  of  their  own  money:  one  of  the  indifpenfiblemeaoi 
of  obtaining  this  end  is,  to  accelerate  the  payments  of  the 
revenue  into  the  exchequer. 

Out  of  the  revenue  of  the  poft  office,  the  aft  of  Qpeca 
Anne  orders  a  payment  of  feven  hundred  pounds. every  week 
into  the  exchequer,  and  affigns  as  a  reafon,  '^  the  raifingi 
prefent  fupply  of  monies  for  carrying  on  the  war,  and  other 
her  Majefty's  moft  nccelTary  occafions."  The  neceflary  oc* 
Caiions  of  thefe  times,  require  payments  as  large  and  asfre* 
quent  as  can  be  made.  It  appears  from  an  account  of  the 
net  produce  of  the  revenues  of  the  poft  office  at  the  time  the 

No.  25.  aft  of  Q^icen  Anne  palTed,  and  from  the  accounts  of  the 
prefent  weekly  receipts  of  thefe  revenues,  and  of  thebalanr 
ccs  paid'  quarterly  into  the  exchequer^    traafmitted  tq  us 

from 
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from  the  receiver  general,  that  the  revenues  of  this  ofHce  are 
■DQch  increafed,  and  that  the  current  weekly  receipt  will 
fiipply  a  much  larger  pajrment  than  feven  hundred  pounds. 
4ve  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  method  of  paying  the 
ll^bnce  every  week  into  the  exchequer,  eftablifhed  in  the 
icuftoms,  excife,  and  other  offices  above -mentioned,  (hould 
-he  adopted  in  the  poft  office ;  and  that  the  receiver  general 
•flioold  every  week  pay  the  net  balance  of  his  receipt  into  the 
jqchequery  referving  in  his  hands  no  more  than  is  neceflary 
4oaD(wer  the  current  payments  and  expences  of  the  office. 

It  appears  to  be  cuftomary  for  the  receiver  of  the  firft 
imUj  to  detain  in  his  hands  the  produce  of  the  whole  year, 
fiintil  .iBight  or  nine  months  after  that  y(vir  is  ended,  befides 
roceivMg  the  current  produce  of  thofe  months;  and  for  the 
ftCBMrcr  of  the  tenths  to  detain  in  his  hands,  for  at  leaft  a  * 
Jtati  the  whole  of  this  duty,  received  by  him  before  the 
3l'4  of  May  in  each  year  (at  which  t  me  he  delivers  a  lift  or 
the  defaulters  into  the  exchequer)  befides  receiving  the  cur- 
rept-jproduce  of  thgt  year.  It  appears  likewife,  that  the  re- 
ccivcn  of  the  fixpenny  and  fhilling  duties,  do  not  pay  into  the 
cxdieqiier  the  whole  produce  of  thcfe  duties  as  they  receive 
ithoB.  AU  fucfa  detentions  are,  in  our  opinion,  a  difadvan- 
tige  to  the  public,  and  liable  to  abufe.  There  exifts  no  rea« 
iftD  why  the  public  (hould  not  have  the  cuftody  and  ufe  of 
pobiic  money,  rather  than  an  individual,  until  the  fervice  to 
which  it  16  appropriated,  of  whatever  nature  that  fervice  may 
fae,  calk  ibr  its  application  :  the  public  coffers  are  the  fafe 
rcpofitory  for  public  money. 

One  purpoie  among  others,  expreffed  in  the  a£l  that  ap- 
pbtnti  us,  IS,  that  any  defeA  in  the  prefent  method  of  col- 
M&iDgthe  duties  may  be  corrected,  and  that  a  Icfs  experXive 
one  inay  be  eftablifhed ;  and  we  arc  exprcflly  directed  to  re- 

Jort  fuch  regulations^  as  in  our  judgment  fhall  appear  expe- 
ient  to  be  eftabliflied,  in  order  that  the  duties  may  hereafter 
be  received  in  the  manner  the  moft  advantageous  to  the 
public. 

We  therefore,  in  obedience  thereto,  think  it  our  duty 
to  fubjoin  one  obfervation,  that  has  occurjred  to  ps  during  the 
progrefs  of  our  inquiries. 

The  land  tax,  and  the  duties  arifing  from  ftamps,  fait,  li- 
cences to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  and  frop  hackney  coaches  and 
chairs,  are  under  the  management  pf  five  feparate  and  diftin£t 
boards,  of  commiffioners,  confifting  of  twenty-five  in  num- 
ber :  thp  ^wount  of  thp  grofs  produce  of  the  laft  four  of  No. 
'    N  n  a  thcfe 
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^fc  dotieSi  by  the  returns  made  to  our  precepts,  is  eigbC 
hundred  thirty  one  thoufapd  one  hundred  twenty-fix  pouiub  ^ 
jibree  {hilUngs  and  one  penny  three  farthings ;  of  the  net 
jiroduce,  feven  hundred  fixty  thoufand  five  hundred  fortj- 
weight  pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  fix  pence*     The  timeili.   ■• 
i^hich  the  comn^ilfioners  are  ufually  engaged  in  tranlaftiiig  '  r 
the  bu^nefs  of  their  feveral  offices  is  as  follows :  the  attead- 
;ince  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  land  tax^  at  their  office,  Ji 
Uirice  a  week ;  of  the  flamp  office,  thrice  a  week ;  of  tk 
fait  office,  twice  a  week ;  of  hawkers  and  pedlars,  once  a 
W9cck ;  of  hackney  coaches  and  chairs,  once  a  week. 

We  are  aware,  that  the  comparative  produce  of  diffineot 
duties,  is  pot  alonp  a  criterion  by  which  wc  may  judge  with 
preciiiop  and  certainty  of  the  time,  trpuUe,  expence,  and 
number  of  officers  necefiary  to  be  employed  in  the  mumgt* 
mentof  thpm  ;  to  h^ve  formed  an  accurate  and  decifivc  Ofl* 
liion  upon  this  point,  it  would  have  been  necefiary  €b  Ikate 
entered  into  an  examination,  which  would  have  canied  is 
too  far  from  the  obje£t  of  our  prefent  inquiry ;  but  we  aieaf 
opinion,  that  the  fmall  produce  of  fome  of  thefe  dutici,  wai 
|he  Ihort  time  in  whic$  each  of  tkefe  five  boards  are  aUe  to 
franfad:  their  bufinefs,  are  circumftances  which  induce  a 
^rppg  prefumption,  that  fq  many  eftablifhrnients.are  not  ac^' 
cefTary  for  the  management  of  thefe  branches  of  the  revcmi^ 
and  which  lay  a  reafonable  foundation  for  an  inquiry^  tMit 
ther  there  may  not  be  fprmed  a  confolidation  of  offices,  be-  j 
pefici?l  to  the  public.    This  fu^i^ipa  W0  fubinit  |o  ikp  I 
Wifdom  oiF  the  Icgiflaturc 

Ojgice  of  Acouftts,  Guy  Ca&letoit,      (L*  S.) 

BeU-Tardy  T.  Akguish,  (L.  S.) 

%\ft  fff  J^HOiy^    I'jZl.  A^  PiGGOTT,  (L.  &j 

Rich*  Neate,  K^^\ 
Sam.  Beachcroft,  fL»S*} 
Geo*  DjiuMMONp.  iL.St) 
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APPENDIX. 

No.  1. 

rf  aU  the  Puhlic  Offices^  where  Money  is  received  far 
»  •r  Duties  J  and  cf  the  Names  ef  all  Perfons  who  art 
Aeeivmrs,  of  Puilic  Money  f omitting  the  Receivers  General  of 
tU  Land  Tax)  raifed  upon  the  SubjeS  by  Taxes  or  Duties^ 
ml  who  fay  the  fame  into  the  Exchequer. 

Tke  Caftom  boufe^ 

Excife  office, 

.Suunp  officCy 

Poft  office, 
{     Sftlt  office, 
IlMvkcrt  and  pedlart  offic^ 
Fflift  fruits  office, 
Teoths  office^ 

I|lKkiiey  coach  and  chair  office, 

aiioeWers  of  the  land  tax,  duly  upon  hbuies  and  windows, 
id.cait  vpoif  men  fervants. 

llioaias  Afile,  £fq«  receivtr  of  the  deductions  of  6d./^r 
lr«  on  penfions. 

'Ejcfaaid  Carter,  Efq*  receiver  of  the  deduftions  of  is.  per 
ir.pn  penfions, 

JOHK  HUOHSON. 

kcheqtier,  the  5th  day 
If  December,  1780. 

No.  a. 

W  Account  of  the  Public  Mortey  now  remaining  in  my  Hands^ 

Otftadyj  or  Power^  as  Receiver  General  of  his   Majefty^s 

Qtftms. 

£.    s.    d^ 
ahima  iflands,  Jackfon,  comptroller  general 

to  direft  the  application,  -  -  60  — •  — s 

U^j  Point,  St.  Chriftophcr's,   Bcnnct  col- 

leaor,  do,  -  -  -     1^9  15    4i 

Ic^eau,  Dominica,  Scnhoufe  coUcftor,  do.        517 

)o. Dewar  late  collcftor,  do.  455     3     ^ 

BogftoD,  Jamaica,  Trelawney  late  collcftor, 

do,       _         ?  ?  -  25  10  ~ 

Carried  over    1227  8  10 J 
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Aff9n^ii»    Bropght  forward  -^       — 

KingftoHf  Jamaica,  Davifon  colleftor,  do, 
Montcgo  bay,  do.  Hamilton  colfeftor,  do. 
Savannah  UMer,  do.  Swiney  colleftar,  do, 
Grepvil,  in  Grenada,  Proudtoot  colleftor,  do. 
Wear,  per  Burridgc;.does  not  appear  on  what 

account  this  was  paid,  *^  — 

Hull,  Burrow,  Mulots,  commi(Honer«  to  du 

reft  the  application,  .^—  -^ 

J^cwcaftie,  Sunderland,  Mulots,  do.        •>»- 
Rochefter,  Nightingaic,  Mulpts,  do.  *^ 

Bhoreham,*Pelham,  falary,  do.  — 

Chepftow,  Davis  colleftpr,  comptroller  genc< 

ral  to  direft  the  application,  — » 

Cowes,  Read  late  colleftor,  da»   '     ^^ 
Cowes,  Gill  late  colleftor,  do.  .^^^ 

Dartmouth,  Tremlett  late  coUeftor,  do.       — ^ 
Peal,  Lance  late  colleftor,  do.  •- 

Mihehead,  Adams  late  colleftor^  do, 
ycnzapce,  Scobell  coUcftor,  do,  — 

{Jandwich,  Saycr  late  colleftor,  do. 
Ijhorpbam;  Crowley  late  colleftor^  do. 


Befidcs  thefc  fums,  I  have  daily  n  running  cafli  iii 
hands,  from  ^•looo  to  /,*.  100,000,  andfometimesn) 
which  is  paid  weejcly  in;o  the  cxche<juer. 

B/yth,  .-      ""  Wf  Mellu] 

No.  3. 
To  th  CommtJJtoners  of  the  Public  jfccounts^ 
Gentlemen, 
The  fum  of  ;^.44^2,  35.  lod.  which  was  in  piy  haD( 
fhe  jpth  of  September  laft,  according  to  the  return  roa 
you  of  that  date,  wa^  the  arpount  ofxrprtain  coIleSions  t 
pitted  tQ  me,  either  from  the  plantations  qr  particulai 
ports,  and  to  continue  in  my  hands  no  longer  than  unti 
comptrpljer  general,  as  to  fome  parts,  and  the  commiffi 
pf  the  cuftonis,  as  toother  parts,  (hould  direft  to  what  I 
Qi  duties,   the'  iteq[i$  of  \vhiph  Jhis  fum  was.compau 
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d  he   arranged,  and  paid  iiito  the  exchequer^   or  ht  AfftMli* 

wiYe  difpoied  of* 

he  foUowiog  fums  have  been  applied  by  the  comptroller 

ral,  and  were  paid  into  the  exchequer. 

£.    1.     J* 

0.  Sept.  20th*    Sandy  Point,  St.  Chrifto* 

■  pher'S)  Bennet  coUefVor,    .        —  1^9  ^5    4| 

0£t«  4.     Kingfton,  in  Jamaica,  Davi- 

fon  colleftor*  *—  —  ^7     3    6 

And  alfo  the  fum  of  j^.^25  was  paid  to-i 
William  Bruce,  for  rent  of  the  cuf-  > 
torn  houfe  at  Tobago.  J 

"Chcpftaw,  Da  vies  colleftor,  069 

Cowes,  Read  late  colleftor,  6  11   lO: 

Do.  Gill  late  coHc£tor,  o  lO     3I 

Wnv    ftfK  J  Dcale,  Lance  late  collcQor,  o    4    2i 

«OY.  oin.^  Minehead,  Adams  late  coUeflor,  o     2     5  J 
Penzance,  Scobell  collcftor,        20     2     7{ 
Sandwich,  Say cr  late  coUeftor,      4  16     4j' 
^ShorehamjCrawleylatccolkaor  25     4    4 
Dec*  29th*  Montcgo  Bay,  Jamaica,  Ha- 
milton, part  of  ^^  136.  11  j.  9^.     82     1     9 
U  Jan*  loth.  Grenvillc,  in  Grenada,  Proud- 
foot  -—       -         —.  92  10    g 
Paid  Wm.  Bruce,  as  above  mentioned,     225    o    o 
And  the  following  fums  were  paid  by  me 
into  the  hands  of  the  receiver  of  the  fu- 
perannuation  fund,  on  ihc  15th  of  Sep- 
tember^ by  order  of  the  commiffio- 
-       nen  | 

Hull,  Burrow  coUeftor,  Mutots      — *      30O     0     0 
'    Ncwcaftle,  Sunderland  colleftor,  do.         160    o    o 
^  Rochefter,  Nightingale  collcftor,  do.  12  lO     o 

Shoreham,  Pelham  colleftor,  falary  (>     ^     Si 

1 1 23     8  loj 
The  remaining  fum  ftill  remains  in  my 
hands  unappropriated  -—  3288  14  n| 

•  iC*    441^     3  'O 

^  7,0th,    1781.  W.  MfitLISH. 

N(J.  4. 
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Appip4is.  No.  4. 

The  Examination  of  JoQiua  Powcl,  E/q.  Chief  C/nk  to , 
Comptroller  General  of  the  Cujloms  ;  taken  upon  Oatb^  the  i 
©/"Dcceoibcr,   1780^ 

This  cxaminant  faith.  That  he  is  chief  clerk  to  the  CM 
troller  general  of  the  cuftoms;  in  which  office  he  has  n 
above  thirteen  years. 

It  is  the  bufinefs  of  his  office  to  keep  the  accounts,  of 
the  colledorsy  who  are  the  perfons  that  receive  all  thq  dot 
of  the  cuftoms ;  nioft  of  thcfe  coUeiEtors  are  nominated  by  I 
trcafury,  and  appointed  by  the  commiflioners  ;  fomejOfth 
are  appointed  by  patent :  the  number  confifts  of  five  ia  L< 
don,  and  feventy-two  in  the  out  ports. 

Tlie  coUeftors  in  London  fend  to  the  office  of  Ihe  cob 
troller  general,  a  weekly  account  of  what  they  have  receivi 
under  the  diftinA  heads  of  duties,  of  what  they  have  pad 
the  receiver  general,  and  upon  debentures  or  otherwife;  i 
debit  of  which  account  is  figned  by  the  colle£|or,  and  bj 
comptroller,  by  the  furvcyor  and  furvcyor  general ;  eifl 
the  account  of  the  colle£tor  of  the  duties  on  ^oala,  wUck 
ligned  by  hjm  and  by  the  coal  comptroller  only* 

The  colledtors  of  the  out  ports  fend  up  every  ippatk  M 
board,  an  abftra£l  of  their  receipts  and  payments.  TU*^ 
ftra£l  is  fent  to  the  comptroller  general,  who  tranfmitt  tt| 
commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  an  account  of  the  balaitfSij 
from  each  coUeflor,  taken  from  thefe  abftrafis ;  yfYAA} 
count  they  fend  to  the  treafury.  The  colIeAors  are  not  | 
mitted  to  keep  more  than  one  hundred  poupds  in  their  ImI 
unlefs  for  fome  good  reafons,  allowed  by  the  coqimiffioM 
aod  by  the  treafury. 

They  alfo,  every  quarter,  fend  up  to  the  board  bo(4ttO 

.  tainipg  all  their  tranfaftions  of  that  quarter;  whicht'bQIj 

after  they  are  examined,  and  figned  by  the  exaoHQCti  \ 

furveyor  general  of  the  out  ports,  are  fent  to  the  comp66 

general's  office. 

The  comptrollers,  likewife,  of  the  out  ports  iead'^ip^ 
the  fame  time,  their  account  of  the  fame  trapfa&ioosi  wi 
is  'a  check  upon  the  accounts  of  the  coUeAbr. 

Every  colleftor  fends  up  likewife  annually  to  the  d 
an.abftra£t  of  ^he  year's  tranfadlions,  which  account  is  fi| 
by  hirafelf  and  his  comptroller. 

From  thefe  books  and  abftra£ts  the  comptroller  ff^ 
makes  up  the  general  account  every  year,  and  paffes  it  io 
office  of  the  auditor  of  the  impreft ;  the  iaft  declared  accoa 
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I  1769,  but  all  the  accounts  are  delivered  into  the  audi-  Appendix. 
'•  office  down  to  the  year  1777  incluiive,  and  in  about  a 
ttfight,  that  for  the  year  1778  will  be  delivered  in  alio. 
fh»  account  paiTed  in  the  auditor's  oftce  by  the  receiver 
teta]^  is  the  cafh  account ;  that  paiTed  by  the  comptroller 
tfaeeeneral  .a<;count« 

Guy  Carletoni  Joshua  Powell. 

,  If.  Angmjb^ 
•   J.PiggMy 

Ge9.  DrunimQnd. 


No.  5. 

\  'ExamMticn  $/  Mr.  Anthony  Blinkhorn^  -^Jpji^nt  to  the  Anthnny 
tff^virGcmrarof  tht  Cujioms  ;   taken  upon  Oath,  the  lub  ^''"**''^«' 
fDecmbcr^  1780. 

fHIS  examinant  faith,  that  the  money  received  from  the 
HI  in  London  is  daily  paid  into  the  receiver  general's 
pe^  by  the  chief  teller,  and  every  Saturday  is  carried  to 
f  imk  ;  the  bills  for  the  duties  received  at  the  out  ports 
iailb  tranfinitted  to  the  receiver  general,  and  he  fends  them 
-^the  bank  to  be  received.  Every  Tuefday,  by  the  con- 
BtpraQice  of  the  office,  the  receiver  general  gives  the 
Jff  teller  a  draught  upon  the  bank,  for  the  whole  amount 
^(He  balances  of  every  duty  paid  in  the  Saturday  preceding, 
^  for  the  cafli  received  for  bills  brought  to  account,  to  be 
M  intb  the  exchequer ;  and  the  chief  teller  brings  back 
1^  for  thofe  payments,  and  delivers  them  to  the  receiver 

"ttlie  year's  accounts  are  made  up  to  the  5th  of  January 
"^ery  year,  and  are  paiTed  by  the  auditors  of  the  impreft. 
LjV.  Gvy  Carletott, 

"   T-jtngui/h,  A.  Blinkhorn. 

,.,  jL^Piggoit, 
f: .  M^thard  Neave, 
^.:  Samuel  Btacbcrrft^ 
.  Ge§m  Drumimnd. 


^ot.  XVIII.  O  o  No. 
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Appendix* 

Ho.  6. 

yames        The  Exwnination  of  .Mr.  James  Dugdale,   Deputy 
DugdaU.  General  ^of  the  Stamp  Duties  ;  taken  upon  Oath,  the  iithf 

JDecember,   1780. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  That  all  ftamps  ilTued  from  the 
office  in  London,  are  paid  for  in  ready  money ;   thofc  iffucd  j 
into  the  country,  are  fent  from  the  warehoufe  to  perfonscal-j 
led  diftributors,  who  are  appointed  by  the  trcafury,  and  who 
remit  the  money  due  from  thefe  ftamps,  to  the  receiver  geoe- 
ral,  by  bills  of  exchange. 

1  hat  the  whole  of  the  money  received  at  the  office,  and 
bills  when  turned  into  cafli,  are,  by  an  order  figned  by  the 
commiffioncrs,  paid  weekly  into  the  exchequer.  The  wholi^ 
account  of  thefe  duties  is  every  year  made  up  to  the  adof 
.Auguft,  inclufive,  and  the  balance  remaining  paid  into  the' 
exchequer  ;  and  the  receiver  paiTes  his  yearly  account  in  the 
office  of  the  auditor  of  the  imprefl.  ^  ; 

Guy  Carletoiiy  JamES  DugdaLI« 

fT.  Jnguift^ 

J.  Pigg^tt,  "^ 

^Samuel  Beachcrofi,  ij 

6V0.  Drummond.  \ 

No.  7 

jubfkLhyd,  The  Examination  of  Mr.  John  Lloyd,  Firjl  Clerk  to  the  Cm^^ 
troller  and  Accountant  General  of  the  Stamp  Office  ;  taken  tfli 
Oathy  the  l/^h  of  December,   1 780. 

THIS  examinant  faith.  That  he  has  been  in  this  office 
about  fifteen  years ;  and  that  it  is  one  branch  of  his  bofinei 
to  keep  the  accounts  of  the  diftributors  of  the  ftamps  indie 
country  ;  by  order  of  the  commrffioners,  he  chai^  Acdit 
tributors,  who  are  in  number  about  fifty-five,  with  the  ftanp 
rcfpeftivcly  fcnt  to  them,  and  they  keep  remitting  every  day 
the.duties  rficeived  for  the  ftamps  they  difpofe  of,  chiefly  by! 
bills.  On  the  2d  of  Auguft,  every  year,  each  diitrtbol 
makes  up  his  account,  fwears  it  before  a  juftice  of  peace,  a 
tranfmits  it  to  the  commiflipners,  who  deliver  it  to  tfaecomp*] 
troller.  Thefe  diftributors,  as  he  has  heard  and  beUevOi 
give  fecurity  to  the  commiffioncrs,  proportioned  to  the  ezi 
tent  to  their  diftri£t ;  and  he  never  heard  any  complaint 
their  keeping  the  duties  in  their  hands.     Hie  compii 

fwi 


.  iy8t.  DEBATES.  283. 

tm  to  his  accounts  every  year  before  the  barons  of  the  ex"  Appendix^ 
equer,  and  pailbs  them  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  th^ 
ijfteSt ;  and  the  accounts  of  the  comptroller  include  tho(^ 
■  the  receiver  general.  The  number  of  the  commiffioners 
^  the  fbmp  duties  is  five^  and  they  meet  every  other  day> 
il'oftener,  if  necelTary,  upon.tfae.bufiaefs  of  the  office. 

Guf  CarUion^  John  Lloyd. 

T.  Angui/h^ 

I .;  SamMl  Beacbcroft^ 

'  '  Gift*  Drummond. 

}  • 

No.  8. 

\$  BKomnationof  MilwardRowe,  efquire,  one  of  tie  Com*  Miliwri 
"imlghntn  rfibi  Salt  Ofkii  taken  upon  Oath,  the  tzih  o/R«vi. 
^ikcaiAir^  1780. 

^THIS  examinant  faith,  that  the  duties  on  fait  are  received 
|r^  pcrfoos  in  the.  country^  called  coUeftors,  appointed  by 
j^epmmiflioners,  and  who  are  continually  remitting  to  the 

8rd;  the  duties  collected  by  them,  in  bills  *  which  bills  are 
:'to  the  cafhier,  who  receives  them  when  due;  and  the 
U^dzj  after^  th^  bills  are  paid,  the  account  is  made  up, 
1^  on  the  npxt.Wbdnefday  the  whole  balance  is  paid  into 
€  ExchequcTf  referving  always  in  the  hands  of  the  cafhier 
Bum  not  etching  five  hundred  pounds,   forthe.purpofe  of 

ring  incidental  expences.     The  accounts  are  yearly  made 
to  the  5th  of  April,  and  are  fworn  to  by  three  commif-- 
ineri,  before  the  curfitor  baron  of  the  Es^chequer. 

Gigr  Carleton,  M.  Rows. 

:•.    7".  Jngui/b, 

J.    PiggOtty 

K  Sim.  Beaeheroftf 
^fGn,  DiNmmondd 


su; 


Na  9. 


bi'B^Mmipation  of  Air.  John  ElHct,  Correjpondent  in  tbc  Salt  y^tnEllkt. 
?•**        Offlee;  taken  upon  Oath,  the  igth  0/  December, 

It  HIS  examinant  faith,  this  duty>  is  paid  at  the  fait 
|i}rks,^  by  the  prpprietor  of  the  works5  to  the  colle£iors  in 
fe  country. 
^  '  O  o  a  The 
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Appendix.  The  iifual  praftice  is  this : — ^Thc  charge  of  the  du 
made  upon  the  proprietor  by  an  officer,  appointed  b] 
office  to  deliver  the  fait ;  he  enters  in  a  book,  called  the 
bdok,  the  quantity  delivered,  the  time  when,  and  to  w 
From  this  book  the  fupervifor  makes  a  charge  upon  the 
prietor,  for  the  information  of  the  colleftor;  who, 
this  -charge,  receives  the  duties  every  week,  or  oftci 
ne<:efrary,  or  bonds  for  thofe  duties,  purfuant  to  the] 
parliament. 

The  colleftor  generally  remits  to  the  board  every  i 
by  bills,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  week's  cotledion^  ai  i 
he  can  procure  bills  for  that  purpofe  :  he  is  not  permia 
retain  more  money  in  his  hands  than  is  neceflary  to  ai 
the  current  expences  of  his  office. 

The  fupervifor  fends  up  to  the  board,  every  week,  a 
count  current  of  the  tranfaSions  of  the  week,  figded  I 
coUeAor  and  himfelf,  for  the  information  of  the  boani 
every  month  the  colleflor  makes  up  his  general  aceo 
all  his  receipts,  remittances,  and  payments,  and  fe^di 
to  the  board,  figned  by  himfelf. 

The  general  accounts  of  the  office  are  made  up  to  tl 
of  April' every  year,  but  cannot  be  completed  untiK 
year  afterwards,  for  want  of  being  able  to  procure  t 
counts  of  the  fi(h  curers. 

The  number  of  commiffioners  are  five,  and  they  mc 
nerally  twice  a  week,  and  oftcner  if  bufinefs  requires  i 
GuyCarleton,  JoHl^  El 

T.  Jngui/b, 
J.Piggotty 
^  Ricb.  Neave, 

Sam\  Biachcrofty 
'  Geo.  Drummond* 

No.  10. 

jamei  Tar-  The  Examination  of  Mr.  James  Tamer,  om  of  tbtt 
mn  Jionersfor  Hccnjing  Hawkers  and  Pfdlars  ;  takH  up4 

the  i^th  of  December,  1 780. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  that  he  has  been,  for  nes 

years,  a  commiffipner  for  Uceniing  hawker's  and  pedli 

The  duties  arifiing  from  the  licences  granted  by  thi 

are  xeceived  either  by  the  cafhicr  in  London,  or  b] 

Tiding  furveyors  in  the  country.     Thofe  furveyors  k 

.  minting . to. thc.officf,. by  bills,  the  duties  received' I 
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rthe  licences  they  difpofe  of;  a  montUy  journal  of  which  A^peD^i! 
ejf  ufqally  fend  up  to  the  office  ;  and  in  the  month  of  June, 
«ry  year,  they  generally  eome  to  London,  to  fettle  iheir 
tvM  accounts,  return  the  licences  undifpoied  of,  and  pay' 
■  the  balance  due  from  them  :  they  are  dircfted  never  to. 
ep; more  money  in  their  hands  than  is  fufficient  to  pay  their 
Ff|buric8« 

The  money  received  at  the  office,  and  from  bills,  is  paid 

'  bf  t^  cafhier,  in  confequence  of  a  general  order  of  the 

bfaoaisd,  .eyery  Wednefday  into  the  exchequer,  purfuant  to 

^^  9U1  and  lOth  of  William  the  Third,  provided  it  amounts 

yj^  n^ore  than  two  hundred  pounds,  referving  fuch  a  fuin  as 

my  .be  fufficient  for  the  payment  of  falaries,  incidents,  and 

CDiircBt expences  of  the  office;  and  the  cafhier  brings  to  tho 

^qpird  the  tallies  for  the  fums  paid  in. 

The  commiffioners  make  up  their  accounts  yearly,  fwear 
tp  them,  before  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  and  then  they 
titfcnt  to  the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the  imprcft,  to  be  ex- 
^  amined  and  pafled. 
t  The  commiffioners  are  three  in  number;  they  ufually 
i^'-.  meet  on  a  Thurfday,  if  they  have  any  buiincfs.  At  the 
1^  tyne  of  .granting  licences,  about  Midfummer,  they  attend 
r^  eight  or  ten  d^ys  together;  at  other  times  they  frequently 
.,  dp  not  iqeet  for  a  month  together,  unlefs  bufinefs  requires  it. 
*)  Guy  CarktoHj  J.  Turner. 


T;  Jngui/h, 
Geo.  Drummond. 


No.  II. 


Thi  Examination  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Marfhall,  Clerk  tc  the  Receiver  Joftpb 
General  of  the  Duties  on  Hackney  Coaches  and  Chairs ;  taken  Mtrjbal 
upon  Oathy  the  lyh  of  December ^   1780. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  that  the  duties  arifing  from  the 
rents  of  hackney  coaches  and  chairs,  are  all  paid  to  the  re- 
ceiver general,  at  the  hackney  coach  office  in  London,  in  the 
name  of  the  refpeftive  proprietors  of  the  licences  or  figures. 
The  payment  for  each  coach  ought  to  be  twenty  fliillings 
every  twenty-eight  days,  or  fourteen  days  after;  and  for 
each  chair  two  Ihillings  and  fixpence  every  quarter  day,  or 
fourteen  days  after ;  and  the  full  payment  is  ufually  made  . 
within  two  or  three  months  after  it  becomes  due.  The 
number  of  coaches  arc  one  ihoufand,  and  of  the  chairs 
four  hundred.  Of  thefe  dut:es  thirteen  payments  are  always 
4  made 
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Appeadu*  made  by  the  receiver  general,  every  year,  intothe  ezche*-^ 
<}uer.     In  three  of  the  quarters,  the  payments  are  generaily» 
two  of  one  thoufand  pounds  each,  and  one  of  five  hundred* 
pounds ;  in  the  other  quarter,  three  of  one  thoufand  pouncb; 
each,  and  one  of  five  hundred  pounds.     In  thofe  momUr 
when  the  five  hundred  pounds  only  is  paid,  a  fum  is  referred^ 
for  the  payment  of  the  quarterly  falaries  of  the  officers^  and* 
the  incidental  expences  of  the  ofRce,     Thefe  payments  into 
the  exchequer  are  made  according  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  tW 
receiver's  office,  without  the  intervention  of  the  coiBmi& 
fioners ;  the  tallies  for  the  payments  are  brought  to  the  <3§ioe^' 
and  the  receiver  general  makes  oiat  a  certificate  of  the  re- 
ceipts, payments,  and  remains  for  the   month,    which. be 
figns^  and  carries  to  the  board;  the  regifter  copies  the  ac- 
count, which  the  commifiioners  fign,   and  certify  to  the   '• 
treafury. 

The  accounts  of  the  officc»are  ufoally  madfc  up  to  the  56 
of  July,  about  the^ChriAmas  following;  and  the  whde  ba- 
lance is  then  paid  into  the  exchequer. 

After  the  commiflioners  have  examined  the  accDuntSj  they 
are  carried  to  the  office  of>  the  auditor  of  the  impreft  tabe 
paiTed,  and  tfae^  receiver  general  fwears  to  them,  befere-die 
barons,  of  the  exchequer* 

There  are  fivecommilfiQners  in  this  office,  and  they  meet 
once  or.  twic?  a  week,  as  the  bufincfs  requires. 

Guy  Carletofty  J.  MAE«!fAlL. 

Rich.  NtavCy 
Snm,  Beachcroft^ 
Gio,DrummQfid. 


No.  U. 
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App«ndw.  No.    13; 

jttiertTre-  TJje  Examination  of  Kohert  Trevor;  Efquire,  Receiver  Generil 
*'*''•  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Poji  Office  ;  taken  upon  Oath,  the  lltb 

of  December y    1780. 

THIS  exaipinant  faith,  that  he  is  receiver  general  of  dc 
revenues  of  the  poft  office,  and  appointed  by  patent  under 
the  great  feal. 

I'he  revenue  of  the  poft  office  is  received  by  the  receiver 
general,  either  in  London,  or  in  the  country  :  in  LondpO| 
from  the  clerks  who  receive  the  poftage  of  letters  paid  at  the 
office  V  from  the  colleftor  of  the  bye  and  crofs  roads  letter 
office  ;  from  the  colleftor  of  the  penny  poft  office,  and  the 
forter  at  the  chief  penny  poft  office  ;  from  the  inland  and  fo- 
reign letter  carriers ;  and  exprels  money  froni  a  clerk  in  the 
fecretary's  office  :  in  the  country,  from  the  poft  mafters  onl?« 
Thofe  clerks  who  receive  the  poftage  of  inland  letters  paid 
at  the  office,  and  the  inland  letter  carriers,  pay  their  receipt 
-^    to  the  receiver  general  every  Monday,  Wcdncfday,  and  Fri- 
day, accordmg  to  a  charge  made  upon  them  by  thciir  comp* 
troller ;  except  the  poftage  to  America,  which  is  paid  once 
a  quarter.     The  colledtor  of  the  bye  and  crofs  road  oflfcc 
pays  him,   about  the  end  of  each  quarter,  to  the  amount  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  thouiand  pounds,  upon  an  average ;  and 
the  colleftor  of  the  penny  poft  office  pays  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  about  one  thoufand  pounds,   upon  an  average.    The 
clerks  who  receive  the  poftage  of  foreign  letters  paid  at  the 
office,  and  the  foreign  letter  carriers,   pay  in  their  receipt 
every  Wedncfday,  according  to  a  charge  made  upon  them 
by  their  comptroller. 

The  i  oft  mafters  in  the  country  remit  their  receipt  by  bills 
to  the  fecretary  of  the  poft  office,  who  delivers  them  to  the 
accountant  general,  and  he  brings  them  to  the  receiver  ge- 
neral, who  depofites  them,  after  acceptance,  in  the  b^nk,  to . 
be  received  when  due.  He  pays  into  the  exchequer  every 
Tuefday  feven  hundred  pounds,  pnrfuant  to  the  aft  of  the- 
9th  of  Queen  Anne,  and  at  the  fame  time  fends  thither  a 
certificate  of  the  balance  in  his  hands;  and  at  the  end  of 
tvery  quarter  he  pays  in  the  balance  of  his  receipt,  rc- 
lerving  about  five  thoufand  j>ounds  to  ani'wer  the  incideotal 
warrants  from  the  board,  which  are  coming  to  him  contina- 
ally,  to  pay  falaries,  allowances  to  officers,  clerks,  and  tradef- 
men  ;  which  payments  he  does  not  take  credit  for  until 
the  end   of   the  quarter ;    becaufc    the   bill   of    incidentf 

cannot 
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uot  be  dofcd  until  that  time.    He  makes  up  his  accounts  Apyndjn 
mall  jy  and  fends  them  to  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the 
l|k^,  to  be  jpaffed. 

Gif  CarletoH,  R.  THEvbS!. 

ir»  Anguijb, 

Xiebard  NeaVf, 
.  Samuil  Miocbcroft^ 
dorp  Prumnumdm 

No.  14. 

k' Examination  of  William  Fauquier,  Efyuire^  Accountant  W.  fsu^ 
Gemrcdof  the  Poft  Office  i  taken  upon  Oatb,  the  i$tb  ofJDt^^  £"«'• 
ttmier^   1780. 

TBIS  examinant  faith,  that  it  is  one  branch  of  his  of- 
cb  to  keep  the  accounts  of  the  poft  mafters  in  the  country  ; 
lediarge  upon  them  is  made  out  by  the  lix  inland  clerks  of 
ie  roads^  and  generally  fent  by  them  every  other  day  to  the 
Montant  general's  office. 

Theaoconnrof  each  poft  mafter  is  fent  to  him  quarterly, 
EiiDtoed  and  figned  by  the  accountant  general. 
T&e  ireceiver*s  bill  book  is  fent  to  the  accountant  general's 
ice  CTcry  day,  by  which  it  appears  what  bills  have  been 
mittcd  by  each  poft  mafter. 

The  accountant  general  fends  to  each  poft  mafter,  every 
larter,  an  account  of  the  balances  due  to  or  from  him. 
hefe  accounts  cannot  be  made  up  from  the  fcveral  books 
idl  near  fix  weeks  after  quarter  day,  therefore,  until  that 
ne»  they  do  not  know  how  much  the  quarter's  charge 
Doonti  to. 

The  office  expc£ts  they  fhall  clear  this  balance  before  the 
[piration  of  the  next  quarter;  if  they  are  above  two  quar- 
ts io  arrear,  the  folicitor  has  orders  to  proceed  againft 
icm. 

The  poft  mafters  of  moft  of  the  great  towns  keep  conftant'* 
\  remitting ;  and  they  all  give  fccurity  for  their  offices. 
There  are  but  few  defaulters,  and  thofc  not  to  any  confi- 
Brable  s^mount. 

Guy  Carleton,  W,  Fauquier,  Junior* 

ST.  Angui/hy 

j/.Piggott^ 

Richard  Ncave,  , 

Samuel  Bcacbcro/t, 

Geo*  Drummond. 
Vol..  XVIII.  P  p  Ncu 
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Appendix,  No«   15* 

m  tVard,    Thi  Examination  of  Mr.  William  Ward,  CoJleSIor  of  tba^ 
and  Crofs  Road  Office  \  taken  upon  Oaib,  1  ph  Januaryy  17I1 

THIS  examinant  faith,  that  he  is  colleftor  of  the 
and  crofs  road  office  in  London^  and  receives  this  part  of  ^ 
poft  office  revenue  from  the  deputy  poft  mafters  in  the  con 
try ;  thefe  deputy  poft  matters  fend  up  their  accounts  to  t 
bye  road  office  every  month,  which  accounts  are  aQ  madei 
about  a  month  after  each  quarter  day,  and  are  then  tn 
mitted  back  to  them,  with  direftions  to  remit  to  l^im  I 
balance  in  their  hands,  as  foon  as  they  can  procure 
which  dire£tions  are  complied  with  :  (tefe  bills  are  (entT 
cover  to  the  comptroller  in  this  office,  who  enters  them  i 
book ;  he  fends  them  to  the  accountant,  who  likewife  CB 
them,  and  delivers  them  to  the  coUeftor,  who,  after  aoc 
tance,  fends  them  to  the  bank  to  be  received.  He  pays,  1 
cording  to  his  infiruAions,  quarterly,  one  quarter  under  ifl 
ther,  the  whole  net  furplus  of  his  receipt  in  the  preccdifl{ 
quarter,  to  the  receiver  general  of  the  poft  office ;  which  1 
furplus  has  been,  for  theie  laft  two  years^  between  fifteen  a 
fixteen  thoufand  pounds  a  quarter, 

Guy  Carleion,  W.  Wam. 

y.  jingut/hjf 

A.    PiggOtty 

George  Drummond* 

No.  16. 

E,  Mulfo.    The  Examnatidn  of  Edward  Mulfo,  Ef quire ^  Receiver 

Firji  Fruitt  of  the  Clergy ;   taken  upon  Oath,   22d 

178a 

THIS  examinant  faith,  that  the  net  receipt  of  the 
fruits,  to  the  30th  of  November  laft,  now  in  his  hi 
amounts  to  four  thoufand  three,  hundred  and  thirty* 
pounds  eight  fhillings  and  eleven  pence  three  farthings. 

The  deductions  out  of  this  revenue  amount,  one  year  witk 
another,  to  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  pounds  fix  fliiiliQ|i 
and  eight  pence,  of  which  deduflions  he  has  paid,  out  3 
what  he  has  received  this  year,  two  hundred  and  fifty-tfO 
pounds  ten  {hillings ;  th^  balance  in  his  hands,  and  wbit 
iporc  he  fhall  receive  during  this  month,  is  fubjeAtodtf 
payment  of  the  refidue  of  the  faid  deduAions,  and  to  00  othcc 
di^^uripmcQts  that  he  knows  of. 

Em 
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Ever  fince  he  has  been  receiver,  he  has  paid  into  the  ex*  Ap^cnaia^" 

Xzr^  between  the  28th  of  OAober,  and  the  4th  of  No- 
r,  the  net  rcceipt^of  the  yeat  ending  the  31ft  of  D6« 
nber  preceding. 

Guy  Carleton^  £d W.  MuLSO. 

Sn  Anguijhy 
jL  Pigg9tU 
Sicbmrd  Niave^ 
Samuel  Beacbcroft^ 
.   Qsorge  Drummondm 

No.  17, 

br  ixmnination  of  John  Bacon,  Efqutre^  Deputy  Receiver  o/y^h^Bacnu 
jkFirji  Fruits  of  the  Clergy  ;  taken  upon  Oatby  20th  Decern^ 

W3     J  780, 

■THIS  examinant  faith,  that  he  receives  himfelf  all  this 
lenue^  at  his  office,  in  London,  as  it  arifes,  from  the  arch-» 
Shopt,  biihops,  and  clergy.  The  governors' of  queen 
laoe's  bounty,  to  whom  this  revenue  is  granted  in  truft, 
billy  meet  in  Oftober  or  November  ;  previous  to  which^ 
le  Ttceiver  pays  into  the  exchequer  the  year's  revenue  up  to 
it  31ft  of  December  preceding.  They  may,  if  they  chufe, 
dl  iwoD  the  receiver  to  pay  it  m  as  foon  as  the  year  expires ; 
at  wis  has  been  the  ufual  pra£tice  of  the  office  for  yeara 

i  Thfs  revenue  H  fubjeA,  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver,  to 
ie  inoaitv  of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year,  panted  in  the 
m  of  Qiarles  the  Second,  and  to  the  falaries  of.  officers, 
n  feet  of  paffing  the  accounts,  and  to  no  other  purpofes 
hatever.  The  accounts  are  paifed  every  year  by  the  re- 
iivery  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the  impreft. 

Guf  CarletoHy  John  Bacon. 

y.  Anguijhf 

Q49r^i  Drummond. 


V  p  z  NOii 
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No.  t8. 

^^«p  ncitveJ  hy  Edward  Mulfo,  Efqutrij  Rictivir  ef , 
Fruits  J  on  that  Jccount,  from  \ft  'January  t9  y>tb  NcfumkiA 
J780,  both  intlujtve^  being  as  far  as  the  Jkaunt  is  made  «/«[ 
this  Tear. 

January  -^  — . 

February  —  — 

March  -^  — 

April  —  — 

May  —  — 

Tunc  —  — 

J"»y^         -    '     - 

Auguft    '  -^  •— 

September  -^  — 

Oaobcr  —  --. 

November  -^  •— 


Deduft  payments  made  in  the  courife  of  the 
year  to  30th  November,  1780, 

Net  money  in  receiver's  hands,  39th  No- 
vember,  1780  ■ 

N^  B.  The  month  of  December  not  being  expired,  is  1 
made  up. 
Fi'Ji  Fruits  Office^  Temple^  Edw.  Mui.S0,  RcC^| 

2%d  Dfcembery  1780, 

No.  19, 

7he  Examination  o/Robert  Chefter,  Efquire^  taken  ufon  fWjl 
the  2C  th  of  December,   1780. 

Rohnt  THIS  cxaminant  faith.  That  he  is  coIIe£ioi'  or  receiver  of] 

Cbcjftn  ^jjg  perpetual  yearly  tenths  of  all  dignities,  offices,  benefice^, 
and  promotions  fpiritual  whatfoever,  granted  to  the  co;poii» 
tion  of  the  governors  of  the  bounty  6? Queen  Anne,  ford* 
augmentation  of  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  clergy,  whiA 
have  not  been  legally  difcharged  by  any  aft  or  afts  of  Parlii* 
mept  made  fince  the  incorporation  of  the  faid  company;  ant 
that  the  whole  of  this  revenue  is  received  ^t  the  office  il 
l^ondoHj  frooi  or  on  accpunt  of  the  clergy« 

4  ^  Tk* 


£' 

f. 

i. 

2|3. 

16 

370 

5 

h 

24« 
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11 
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3 
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653 

0 
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210 
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66 
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4 
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18 
16 

■fl 

1 

4 

4 

4iU 

TT 

I'i 

252 

10 

H 

433* 

1 

3 
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leie  payments  are  doe  from  the  clergy  as  Ghriftmas,  and  Appcsdiiu 
It  to  be  made  before  the  laft  day  of  April  following;  if 
are  not  made  before  the  31ft  of  May,   he  -delivers  an 
dnt  of  the  defaulters  into  the  exchequer,  but  continues 
nving  until  tlic  end  of  the  year,  which  is  the  Chriftmas 
Dwing,  to  which  time  he  makes  up  his  yearly  account; 
abput  the  end  of  Tune,  or  beginning  of  July,  in  the  fame 
r,  delivers  into  the  exchequer  an  account  of  all  arrears 
nvtd  by  him  within  the  former  year^  ending  at  the 
^  riftmas  preceding, 
iOnthe  8th  of  jQne  laft  he  paid  into  the  exchequer  a  fum, 
Bich  was  the  amount  of  his  receipt  of  the  tenths  due  from 
B  clergy  at  Chriftmas  1778,  and  of  arrears  due  before  that 
e,  and  received  by  him  before  Chriftmas  1779* 
The  ufual  time  of  paying  this  revenue  into  the  exchequer, 
cediQg  the  laft  three  years  (when  he  made  his  payments 
the  8th  and  13th  of  June,  and    ift  of  July)  has  been  in 
month  of  Odlober  or  November,  prior  to  the  firft  mect- 
of  the  governors  of  Queen  Anne's  bounty,  which  is 
illy  in  November. 
^!The  only  payment  this  revenue  is  fubje£t  to,  in  the  hands 
*'the  receiver,  is  an  annual  payment  of  fifteen  pounds  fix- 
n  (hillings  and  one  penny  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St. 
ills;  the  remainder  is  paid  net  into  the  exchequer,  alt 
cr  outgoings  and  incidental  expences  being  paid  by  the 
rcrnors  of  Queen   Anne's  bounty,   out  of  this  revenue, 
tr  it  is  received  by  them  from  the  exchequer. 
His  accounts  are  paiTed  yearly,  in  the  office  of  the  audi- 
of  the  impreft. 
Guy  Cariitortp  RoB.  Chester. 

Rich.  NtavCj 
Suntm  Betuhcrofiy 
Geo.  Drummond. 

I"   - 

W-  ■  No,  20. 

SlkWf/  ef  the  Tenths  %f  the  Clergy^  which  have  been  received 
V:  in  the  Twelve  2 ears  laji  faji^  ending  at   Chriftmas    1779,  ^ 
f  MS  appears  py  the  Baoks  at  the  Tenths  Ofice  \  viz. 


^. 


|:CE1VED  before  Chriftmas  1768,  for 
tenths  due  from  the  clergy  at  Chrift- 
was  1767  •  .  9803     13       3 


£.       s.       d. 

13       3 
Received 
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li 


Received  before  Chriftmas  X7699  for  do. 

due  from  do*  at  Chriftmas  1768 
Received  before  Chriftmas  1770,  for  do, 

due  from  do.  at  Chriftmas  1769 
Received  before  Chriftmas  177 1,  fordo, 

due  from  do.  at  Chriftmas  1770 
Received  before  Chriftmas  1772,   fordo, 

due  from  do.  at  Chriftmas  1771  ' 
Received  before  Chriftmas  1773,  fordo. 

due  from  do.  at  Chriftmas  1772 
Received  before  Chriftmas  1774,  fordo. 

due  from  do.  at  Chriftmas  1773 
Received  before  Chriftmas  1775,  for  do. 

due  from  do.  at  Chriftmas  1774 
Received  before  Chriftmas  1776,  for  do. 

due  from  do.  at  Chriftmas  1775 
Received  before  Chriftmas  1777,  fordo# 

due  from  do.  at  Chriftmas  1776 
Received  before  Chriftmas  1778,  fordo. 

due  from  do.  at  Chriftmas  1777 
Received  before  Chriftmas  1779,  fordo* 

due  from  do.  at  Chriftmas  1778 


I18860    II 


Dcdufl  twelve  years  payment  to  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  St.  Paurs,  at  ^.15  16  i 
cacjh  year  -  •  - 


189     13 


|2)    118670      18 


X0084  <  I    T^^ 
9901      3   III 

9997      «     41 

9777  »S 

9831'  9     44 
X0043      4 
9865      7 

9918  13 

9835  18 

99S4  It 
9^21      I 


Average  fgr  annum        9S89      4 


There  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver,  which  will 
comprifed  in  his  year*8  account  of  tenths  ending  Chrifi 
day  next,  1780,  the  fum  of  nine  thoufand  eight  hundred 
ninety  pounds  and  two  pence  halfpenny,  which  he  will  b^ 
ready   to    pay   whenever  the    governor  of   Queen  Apild 
Bountry  fliall  think  fit,  .  ' 


20th  December  1780, 


Rob.  Chissteii,  Re«i 


No.  21. 
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No.  ai. 

#  Exanumakn  o/*Thonia8  Aftle,  Efqulriy   Receiver  General  Thomas 

ttbe  DednSHomrf  Six  Pence  in  the  Pound  on  PenfionSy  Soh  4^^^ 
irff  FetSf  and  fr ages ^  exceeding  fifty  Pounds  a  Tear  ;  taken 
Wf9ti  Oaib,  tbe  i%tb  Deitmbttj  1780. 

THIS  examinant  faith.  This  duty  is  colIeAed  by  virtue 
die  7th  of  George  the  Firft^  chapter  the  ^^l\x. 
The  receiver  general  of  this  duty  ufually  <rcccives  every 
larter  from  the  greater  ofEces,  fuch  as  the  exchequer,  cul- 
mty  and  ezcife,  general  certificates,  ligned  by  the  proper 
fioeny  coDtaiiiing  the  amount  of  the  dedu£tion  made  by 
icir  refpeAive  officers,  from  the  pendons,  falaries,  fees,  and 
met,  chargeable  with  this  duty  in  thefe  offices. 
'  from  other  offices,  particular  certificates,  figned  by  the 
roper  officers,  are  fent  to  him,  containing  the  names  of 
kt  perfons  charged,  and  tbe  fums  for  which  they  are 
med. 

Ch  conformity  to  thefe  certificates,  he  demands  and  receives 
\fk  duties  from  the  offices  and  penbns  charged,  fome  quar- 
Kdy^  tocat  half  yearly,  and  iome  yearly,  according  to  the 
bee  of  hit  office. 

He  Tccdves  all  thefe  duties  himfelf ;  but  the  fum  paid  at 
fe  exchequer,  which  is  by  far  the  greateft  part  of  this  duty, 
fed  ID  the  prefent  year  amounts  to  upwards  of  twenty-hx 
oafand  pounds,  felaom  comes  a£tually  into  his  hands,  but 
tnmtferred  bv  him  from  the  four  offices  of  the  tellers,  to 
I  account  in  tne  office  of  one  of  the  tellers,  kept  for  the 
■pole  of  hit  payments,  except  the  odd  fums  under  one 
lonfiind  pounds,  which  he  receives  in  cafh,  unlefs  that  odd 
Mb  amounts  to  near  one  thoufand  pounds,  in  which  cafe  he 
jiuenlly  maket  it  up  to  that  fum,  and  pays  it  in,  it  not 
aiiig  ufual  to  pay  in  lefs  than  one  thoufand  pounds,  except 
lit  annual  balance. 

hJIu  other  receipts  he  pays  into  the  exchequer  at  fuch  tImM 
pke  judges  moft  re<}uifite  and  convenient. 
Ihxt  m  thit  duty  is  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  interefl 
'One  million,  borrowed  of  the  bank  at  three  per  cent,  which 
;ft  it  paid  at  Mtdfuinmer  and  Chriflmas ;  and  he  always 
care  to  pay  into  the  exchequer  a  fum  fufficient  to  enable 
to  advance  to  the  bank  a  quarter's  intereft,  as  hath  been 

Every 
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Appeodixt.  Every  year,  about  March  or  April,  he  makes  up  1 
count  to  the  5th  of  January,  and  then  pays  into  the  1 
guer  the  whole  of  his  balance. 

He  pafles  his  account  before  the  auditor  of  the  11 
which  is  always  declared  at  the  Midfummer  declaratio 

The  balance  remaining  in  his  hands^  oh  the  i6th  c 
cember  inftant,  is  fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  € 
one  pounds  feven  fhillines  and  eleven  pence;  which 
tends  paying  into  the  exchequer  at  the  uTual  tim^  or  1 
if  directed. 

Guy  Carkten^  Tho.  Asi 

A.Piggott^ 
Richard  Neavey 
Samuel  Bcachcroft. 

No.  22. 

Jin  Account  tf  Monies  received  and  paid  into  his  Md/tfy^s  'Exdm^ 

Thomas  Allen,  Efy,  Receiver  General  of  the  DeduBiom  of&A 

in  the  Poundjfince  the  Qofe  of  his  la  ft  Account^  ending  Jeumary  ^^ 

vi%*  between  the  faid  yh  Day  of  January  and  the  l6tb  Day  eft 

Jiant  December,  1780,  inclujfve. 

1780.  Alienation  Office.  £^    s.     d.  £. 

.Dec.  I  ith.  Received  Michaelmas  term, 

1779,  and  Hilary  term,  ^7*^       "*      39    9    ^ 
Received   Eafter  and  Trinity   terms, 

1780  39    4    o 

~— — ^—         jt  I  j 
Chelfea  Hofpital. 
Jan.   I  Ith.     Received   one   year's  dc- 
dudions,    ending  December    24th, 

1777     -  - 50  i 

Lujloms. 
15th.  Received  a  quarter's  Lon- 
don falaries,   between   Oftober   10, 
1778,  and  January  5,    1779  —    535  «*     2    . 

24th.     Received   a  quarter's    do. 
between  January  5th,  and  April  5th, 

1779  lio    s    S 

Auguft  9th,  Received  a  quarter's  do. 
between  April  5th,  and  July  5th, 
1779-  -'  '       580  IX     9  ■ 
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Received  a  quarter's  do. 
July  5,  and  OAober  lo, 

£' 

s.    d. 

Recctved  a  half  year's  out 

lingjan.  5,  1780        453  16  iii 

Leceived  a  half  year's  do. 

ily  5,  1780  ■  289  12     2 


3033  II   lOj 


Exchequer.^ 
Received  at  Mr.  Town- 

5cc    ^  - —  415  14  7f 

lardwicke's  do.         • •      2431     6  4f 

^orthington's  do.         —  *    917     o  2  J 

Temple's 2788     8  9  J 

i£tions  from  Sept*   28,    to 

1779  6552  10    o 

Received  at  Mr.  Town- 

pcc  1808    6  41 

lardwicke's  do.  —        2059  ^9  3 

^orthington's  do.      -^^-^     3269,14  o 

Temple's  do.  — —  243    7  6   ' 

iions  from  Dec.  25,  1779, 

.23,1780 ^    il%\     7     l\ 

Received  at  the  late  Mr. 

nd's  oflBcc,  now  Mr,  Pratt's     183  15  ^\ 

lardwicke's  do.         — 1 —        827     4  4 

Jorthiticton's  do.        -         2420  15  11 

Temple's  do.  — —  11 29     9  4 

ftions  from  March   24  to 

1780  4561    4    9| 

Received  at  Lord  Hard-    , 

fficc  2874     I  8 

^forthington's  do.        —       1784  11  5 

Temple's  do.  ^^'^•^      3016  16  9 

ratt'sdo.  539     i  5 

ikions  from  June  24  to  Sep**^ 

\y     1780  ■  8214      II  3 

Excife  Office. 
Received  a  quarter's  Lon* 
ies,    ending  January  5th, 

^ — r  •       41^    3     ^i 

VIII.  aq  May 

*  Tota]*ginou9r  of  the  Bxcheqnery  ^^^o^L  >'^s.  xd. 


59*  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  r 

1780,  £.    X.    d.        £.    s. 

May  27th.  Received  a  quarter*8  ditto, 

ending  April  5,  1780  -r-  409  15  11 

Auguft  25th,   Received  a  quarter- s  do, 

ending  July  5,   1780  - — r         40a     8  io| 

Dec.  4th.  Received  a  quarter's  do^  en- 
ding 0&.   10,    1780  r— r-  407.     I     laj 

Feb.  24th.  Received  a  quarter's  couii* 
try  falaries,  ctxding  January  5, 
1780  1067     7     Si 

May  27th.  Received  a  quarter's  ditto, 

ending  April  5,  1780  r  1103   '3     7^ 

Aug.  25th.    Received  a  quarter's  do. 

ending  July  5,   1780  1077   19    Of 

Dec.  4th.  Received  a  quarter's  do.  en- 
ding Oft.  10,  1780  "■  -■         1 134  15     9i 

May  27th.  Received  one  year's  inci- 
dents, ending  Qftp  ;o,  1779  449     5    8f 

I     ..   j ..  i  6463  11 

H^ckfiey  Cpacbfs^ 

May  24th.  Received  half  a  yearns  fal»- 

ries,  ending  Julys,  .1779  "^  15     O    O 

Received  half  a  year's  ditto,   ending. 

Jan.  5,  1780  — —  15     o    0 

Received  half  a  yearns  incidents,  en- 
ding July  5,  1779  — ~-  7  14    o 

Received  half  a  year's  dp,  cndipg^  Jan. 

X5,   1780  ~  — r-        89* 

Hawkers  and  Pedlar s^ 
Jdy  6th.   Jleceivcd  one  year's  (JejJupr 

tions,  ending  Jan.  s,  1779  11  ■  ,ji*v  v  .jftuj?        4^   f 

NfiiiyOffiu^ 
Oft.  24th.    Received  a  quarter's  fal^* 

ries,  ending  at  Midfummer,  177^         227  1$  ^ 
Received  a  quarter's  ditto^   |cn4uig  ^l 

Mick^rimas,  1779  — —  1 6a    6    I  i^ 

Received  a  quarter's  do.     ending    tiX 

Chriftmas,  1779  ' .  .  \  94a     jB     3! 

Received  a  quarterns  do,  ending  at  La** 

dyDay,   1780  -  —  i6i     f  lo| 

Received  half  a  year's  penfions,  epding 


D    ]E    *    A    T    E    6.  it 

£.    i,    J.       I.    s.   J. 
half  a  year  ditto,  ending  Dec. 
J79  '    ■  58     I     3 

I  by  dcduftions  from  ^(^,2000 
)  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
from  July  5,  1779,  to  July  5, 

—      50    o    0 

by  do.  from  ^C*'^^  5^*  P^i^ 
r  Richard  Hughes,  baronet, 
March  25,  1779,  to  Scptem- 
}  following,    the  time  of  his 

—        301! 

a  quarterns  docks  and  yards, 
:  at  Lady  Day,  1779         ~        66    o    7 
I  a  quarter's  ditto  ending  at 
mmer,  1779  - — ; —         66    6    3^ 

a  quarter's  ditto,  ending  at 
tlmas^  1779  ■  66    o    7 

a  quarter'^  dittt),  ending  at 
naty  1779  ■  ■    »  65  19    6 J 

Sick  and  Hurt* 
1.  Received  half  a  ye^'s  London 
ly  ending  at  Michaelmas,  1779      20    4    7I 
half  a  yeat^s  ditto,  ending  at 

Day,  1780  23    5    6i 

huf  a  year's  country  falaries, 

at  Michaelmas,  1779  19     2     6 

half  a  year's  ditto,  ending  at 

Day,  1780  ' 21     7    6 

by  deduAions  from  the  fala- 
'  William  Cowdry  and  John 
laro,  keepers  of  the  prifons  of 
uth  and  Forton,  for  half  a 
;ndine  at  Michaelmas^   1770  ^    Q    p 

by  deduftions  from  do.  for 

year,  ending  at  Lady  Day, 

.  3    O    Q 

by  dedudions  from  falaries 
;  Briftol,  Falmouth,  Winchcf- 
l  Edinburgh,  for  half  a  year, 

at  Michaelmas,  1779  ""  9     7     6 

by  do.  from  do.  tot  half  a 
:ndingat  Lady  Day,  1780  14  13    4 


1230  14    I 


'  'J'"      1x4    o  It 

CLq  2  FiSmUvi 


go6  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  i, 

1780.  £.    s.    d.        £.    s. 

Viaualling  Office. 
Not  yet  received,  but  will  be  brought 

into  the  general  account. 
Ordnance. 
May  18th.    Received  half  a  year's  de* 

duflions,    being    March  and    June 

quarters,  1779  "~*~  ^4^  ^3     I 

Received  half  a  year's  ditto,    being 

September  and  December  quarters, 

1779  144  II   " 

^ 293   S 

Pay  Office. 
Auguft  21ft.  Received  one  year's  de- 
ductions, from  December  25,  1777, 

to  December  25,  1778  ■     2497  20 

Pqft^  Office. 
March  2 2d.  Received  a  quarter's  fala- 

ries,  ending  July  5,  1779        5^9  19    O 

Received  a  quarter's  do»  ending  Oftq-  ^ 

bcr  lotb,  1779  : 502   10     2 

Auguft  25th.    Received  a  quarter's  do. 

ending  January  5,  1780         — — .        ^10    7    4 
Received  a  quarter's  do.  ending  April 

5,  1780  500  17     4 


Salt  Office. 

Jan.  28th.   Received  a  quarter's  Lon- 
don falaries,  ending  July  5,   i779 

Received  a  quarter's  do.  ending  0£V 
10,  1779         — ' .    

Received  a  quarter's  do.  ending  Jan. 
5,  1780 -^ — 

Sept.  26.  Received  a  quarter's  do.  en- 
ding April  5,  1780  

Jan,  28.  Received  one  year's  country 
falaries,  ending  April  5,  1779 

Received  one  year's  Lonidon  incidents, 
ending  April  5,  1778  > 

Received  one  year's  do,  ending  April 

5.  1779  

Feb.  i4tb.  Received  half  a  year's  fa- 
laries, ending  July  5,  1779  99  II     3 


30  H 

4l 

30  14 

4l 

30  14 

Al 

3°  »4 

41 

57  9 

6 

15  18 

Si 

15  16 

lOf 

2023  13  1 


212   a 


Rcce 


.1781.  .     D    E    B    A    T    £   S,     •  3QS 

xcAVcd  half  a  year's  do.  ending  Ja-* 

nnary  jib,  1780 

r»iift  i6th»    Received  Italf  a  yearns 

£•  ending  July  5th9  1780 

ilj  1 8th.     Kecrived  one  year's  inci- 

^ntsy  ending  Auguft  2d,  1778 

Scotland*     Exchequer^ 

A.  4th.     Received  one  year's  dednc- 
tionS|  ending  OAober  lotk,  17.78 

Excife. 
Jffiuft  23d.    Received  one  year's  de- 
wi&ioDSy    ending    at    Midfiunmer 
1779    .        .  .  . 

eceivcd-  one  year's  incidents,  ending 
ttMidfummer  1779 

Cuftoms  and  Salt  Duty.    . 
3V.  25th.     Received  one  year's  .de« 
duftions,  ending  the  xoth  Odober^ 
1779 


The  above  is  a  juft  and  true  account 
all  the  deductions  of  fix-pence  in  the 
and,  which  have  been  received  by 
s,  between  the  5th  day  of  January 
I,  and  the  i6th  day  of  this  inftant 
scember  inclulive. 

Tho.Astle, 

Receiver  General. 
Mattirfea  Rife,         1 
^emibir  i8tb,  1780.  J 

tit  of  which  fum  the  faid  receiver  is 
entitled  to  retain  in  his  hands  the 
balance  or  furplufage  due  to  him  up- 
on his  account,  ending  January  5th, 
1780,  amounting  to  -    *  10  15     6i 

Ifo  his  falary  of  three-pence  in  the 
pound,  amounting  to  -  57  >     i     6 


Alfo 


98  4  0 

c «.  * 

92  13  9 

415  i8  10 

,  ?o6  7  10 
»499  *S  «l 

2^2  I  It 

24  II  8i 

a66  15  7| 
376  19  Si 

^.45646  4  ii( 

5ttt  PAHLIAMRNTARY  A.  tylfi. 

Mfohy  ft  warrant  for  iDcidental  char*     £t   s.   d.  £.  s.  J* 

get  attending  the  execution  of  his 

office  -  -  -  loo    o    o     - 

Alfo  the  fee  to  be  paid  to  the  auditor 

of  the  imprcfta  -  -  50    0    o 

Alfo  for  bill  money,  taliies,  and  odier 

fe^,  paid  and  to  be  paid  at  the  feve* 

ral  offices,  for  obtaining  a  quietus 

on  his  annual  account,  which  will 

end  on  the  5th  of  January,  17^1, 

abbUt  -  -  •?  33    O    o 

764  17   Of 


Total  of  the  charge        -  448^1    7  1 1 

Pigments, 
1780. 

Maitb  14th.    Paid  into  his  Majefty's 

exchequer  -  lOOO  O    O 

April  x8th.      Paid  more  -  ^      iocx>  00                     >j 

May  xith.       Paid  more  •  7000  O    O    • 

^uglift  3d.      Paid  more  -  4000  o    o 

zgrh.       Paid  more  -  1000  o    o 

Oft*  *ijth.       Paid  more  -  4000  00 

Nov.  7th.         Paid  more  -  8006  o    O 

bee.  €2th.        Paid  more  -  4000  00                        '  . 

1 6th.        Paid  more  -  8000  o    o 

The  difchargo       ■  3800O    0   9 

Balance  -  6881     7  n 

iVL  B.  This  balance  will  be  paid  into  the  exchequer  in  a  fiiort  tioe 
after  the  clofe  of  the  annual  account,  which  will  end  on  the5tli<f 
January,  1 7 8 1,  according  to  the  ufage  of  former  years. 

The  above  ftate  of  my  account  is  juft  and  true,  to  the  beft  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Tho.  Astle, 

Batterfea  Rife^  Receiver  Gcncrtl. 

December  i8tb,   1780* 


No.  23. 


rijZu  DEBATES.  joj 

No.  23. 

hi  Examination  •/  Richard  Carter,  Ejquirej  Recdvir  of  the  RubJCgrttt. 
JDeduBions  of  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound  ypon  Officer  andPen^ 
JSons\  takenufanOaththciyhofDecembery  1780. 

THIS  ezaminant  faith,  that  this  duty  is  coUefied  by  vir- 
kc  of  the  31ft  of  George  IL  chapter  22d ;  and  fuch  parts 
f  it  as  areuopt  in  the  offices  in  London*  out  of  the  falaries 
!|d  pennons  there  iiTued  or  paid,  are  received  by  himfelf, 
•me  quarterly,  fome  half-yearly,  &me  annually,  according 
\  the  iinallnefs  of  the  fum,  or  circumftances  of  the  pay  men t, 
ndcr  it  ncceffary  or  convenient. 

The  only  perlbns  in  the  country,  from  whom  he  receives 
is  duty,  are  the  colledors  of  the  cuftoms  at  the  out  ports  ; 
lefe  collectors  return  every  year,  to  his  requifition,  an  ac- 
^unt,  figned  by  themfelves,  of  their  yearly  falaries  and  fees, 
ade  up  to  the  5th  of  April,  with  a  billYor  the  amount  of 
le  duty  upon  them. 

The  noney  received  for  this  duty  is  ufually  paid  into  the 
tcheqoer  by  quarterly  payments,  foon  aftet-  it  is  received  ; 
^  himfislf  has  paid  it  in  oftener^  and  has  referved  in  his 
inds  about  two  thoufaud  pounds. 
The  Account  of  the  year's  receipts  and  payments  has  been, 

he  bcHeves,  ufually  made  up  once  a-year,  to  the  5th  of 
prily  and  the  whole  balance  remaining  in  the  receiver's 
indt  then  paid  into  the  exchequer,  and  the  accounts  are 
ifled  in  the-office  of  the  auditor  of  the  impreft* 
The  only  deductions  out  of  this  duty  are  the  three-pence  in 
le  pound  upon  the  grofs  receipt,  allowed  to  the  receiver  (who 
lyt  out  of  that  poundage  all  the  expences  of  collecting  the 
3ty)  and  fifty  pounds  paid  to  the  auditor  of  the  impreil  to- 
arat  paffing  the  accounts. 

Gtif  Carieion,  '    Ricp,  Carter. 

T.  Jnguijby 
J'Piggot, 
Rich.  Neavfj 
Sam.  Beachrofty 
fpco.  Drummondm 

No.  24, 
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78u  DEBATE    S*-  305 

No.  2$. 

fc€Ount  of  the  Net  Produce  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Poji  Offkt 
f  TivoYmrs^firm  Lad^  D^  1708^  to.LeufyDitft^  ^t^S* 

Ni  produce. 

£-      i*    d. 

n  Lady  Day,  1 701,  to  Lady  Day,  1 709    65200    8    5 

171^0  65679  17  5 
1711  58003  o  3 
17x2  84621  9  y^ 
i7«3  $374^  7  6 
Wm.  FAtJqyiER,  Junior, 
end  Poft  O&c^  Accountstm  Qcnerah 

U1.S29  1781. 

No.    26*      V: 


ieeifuni  of  the  Weeity  Balances  in  my  Hands ^  as  Receiver  Ge* 
Yci^fihe  Revenues  efthe  Poft  Office^  for.one  Quarter y  eifdi^g 
€  i^b  Day  dfOaoher^  i  780^  as  certified  lyWio  rife  '?V/i- 

General  Poft  Office,  Dec.  21ft,  1780. 
;qioc  the  quarter  ending  July  5th,  1780   )C*  ^3^3    9    ^ 
July  nth  — —  —  6022    o    2 


I 


uly  18th                 7272    2    6 

uly  25th        — —                 —  9071  19  10 

Auguft  ift             —  10530    9     3 

Auguft8th                            ■  11741  14    4 

Auguft  15th            —               —  12742     3    2 

Auguft  22d                         ■■  14074  14    7 

Auguft  29th         —                 —  15524  10    6 

September  5th                16927     o  xi 

September  12th          —            —  19009  18    4 

September  19th                20751     9     i 

September  26th        —  20564  10     z 

Oftober3d        — —            ——  18973     7   11 

Oftober  loth                2x68  18     7 

ince  of  the  quarter  on  the  12th  Oftober, 

780             5838     1     6 

Rt.  Trevor. 

^     ^ 

foL.XVm.                     Rr  l^o^av 


30if  PARLIAMENTARY        A.i)iu 

No.'2}r. 

jtn  jkcoum  of  the.^arterly  Balances  ^rijmg  from  the  Rtvem 
cf  the  Pofi  Office^  and  Money  paid  hy  me  into  the  Exchequer^ 
upon  the  Four  garters y  ending  the   loth  Day  of  OBokf^^ 

General  Poft  Office,  December  22d,  lyte 

I.     s.  i. 
January  5th^  i78o.   Money  paid  into  the  ex- 
chequer    9000   0  0 

Balance  then  remaining       5479    5  6 
April  5th,  i78o«       Money  paid  into  the  ex^ 

chequer  —  .    *   30000    0  0 

Balance  then  remaining       5642*10  3 
July  5tb,  1780,        Money  paid  into  the  ex- 
chequer ;  ■    ■  ■■  200©0    0    0 
Balance  then  remaining      6323    9  0 
OCbber  lOtb^  I7§0.  Money  paid  into  the  ex- 
chequer     "    — —           20000   0  0 
_             .       Balauc9^t|ien  remaining      5838   i  fi. 


Rt,  Trbyoi. 


No.  a8. 
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No.  09. 

72»^  Exatmnmion  ©/"Edward  Naifli,  Efyutrs^  4lSft^*  Secrnarf 
to  the  "jfux  Office ;  /«jt«i  upm  04th,  the  2^  January,  1781. 

THIS  eoQ^minant  faith,  thalt  the^commiffioners  of  the  tax  < 
ojSce  are  ibvjen  in  nii'cnber ;  they  have  no  power  or  controol  | 
over  the  Vecciivers  general  of  the  land  tax,  except  that,  haviif  \ 
knowledge  of  the  money  in  their  bands  by  their  quarterly  re- 
turns, ank  q{^  their  payments  into  the  exchequer  by  the  week- 
ly bills  tranfmitted  from  thsnce  to  the  tax  office  ;  the  com- 
iniffionerS;lUve  the  power  of  direftingtheiY  folicitor  to  pr()fc. 
eute  the  defaulters  a(id  their  fureties,  and  to  repre&nt  th^to 
the  treafury^  in  order,  to  prevent  their  being  re-apjpointed, 

The  comdiiiHoners  ufuaUy  meet  thrice  a  week ;  and  t^ree 
conftitutea  board.  The  bufinefs  of  their  meeting  is  to  re- 
ceive and  tnfwer  letters  from  the  receivers  general  laod  Tar- 
veyors  df  the  duties  upoo^  houfes  and  windows ;  to  write  to 
the  aAing  (H^mmiffioners  in  the  country,  that  they  mayien* 
force  payment  of  the  taxes,  either  from  the  diftri£ts  charged, 
or  the  coHeAorSy  which  ever  of  them  are' backward  in  me!r 
payments ;  to  approve  or  difapprove  of  the  fureties  propofed 
by  the  recepers  general ;  and  to  examine  and  make  oQt  the 
wttckly  oertSicate  to  the  trcafury^ 

Guy'Carleton,  EDWrNAXSi^* 

T.  Anguijh^ 

A.  Pimtty 

Rich*  rfeavcy 
Sanu  Stacbcroft^ 
Geom  Drummond. 


Account  tf  the  JViugrSlr  of ' Houfes  within,  each. County  in  Engla^axd 
Wales,  and  tlx  Wo^^  Bervfick  upon  Tweed  i  Sftinguifhing  the  Num- 
ber in  each  Citif^anJ^Town,  wberein^tbertJirefc^r  hundred  Hdfifii,  and 
upwards^  chargt^lJ^totbe  Buty  on  Roufes  andPFtndows. 

CJountiei.  •  Races.  No.9fHottfe».   tiJuiN^ 

Bedford  *^  —  --.  -^  71204 

Berks  Wiirffibr        s  —  —  428^ 

N*|6ry^       ^  _.  -^-4^3 

Rcamftg  —  —  67a 

Thifr  ^Imt  part.of  the  county  1 000^ 

f       -2 11560 

Bucks 
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C8.  PlacCK  Noabcr  of  Hbafei.    Tttil  Ha. 

-  -  -  -  13015* 

ldge      Tmm  and  uoWerfitj  «.  1^25 

Wiibcach        -  -  •  aSq 


The  other  part  of  the  county 


Town 

Tiie  pther  part  of  the  county 

I  Exeter 

Plymouth 

Stoke  DameriU 

Taviftock 

TWcrton 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

Town  and  county  of  Pool 
The  other  part  of  the  county 

m  Darlington 

Ctockport  town  and  borough 

Sunderland 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

City  •  • 

liding    -Hull  and  county 
Riditg  Scarborough 

Whitby - 
Ridiif  v/ftadford  •  « 

JDoncafter  -  7 

«alifax  .  . 

L^eds 

Sbefficld 


12582 


t           €ity'             .                  .  124. 

Macclesfield             •                -  44c 

Stockport             -                  -  61^ 

The  other  p«t  of  the  county  ^V^3: 

2193^ 

all      •             -                   •                   -  28185 

nrland    Carlifle               -                ^  43c 

Whitehaven            -               -  129? 

■  The  other  part  of  the  county  ^453: 


2193$ 


•16261 
>743i 


40789 
HSS4 

16351 


W<«^ 


3^^ 

Couaties. 
Weft  Riaing 


Effex 

Glouccfter 

Hereford 
Hertford 
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Places.  Number  of  Houfes, 


Huntingdon 
Kent 


Lancafter 


Wakefield 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

Colchefter 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

City  -  - 

St.  Philip  and  St.  Jacob 
The  other  part  of  the  county 

Hereford 

Leominfter  • 

The  otlier  part  of  .the  county 

Town  • 

The  other  part  of  the  county 


Canterbury 
Chatham 
Deal 

Deptford    . 
Dover         .        - 
.  Feverfham  - 

Folkftone 
Gravefend         '     - 
Greenwich 

St.  John,  ille  of  Thanet 
Maidftone  . 
Ramfgate 
Rocheftec 

Sandwich  -  • 

Woolwich 
The  other  part  of  the  county 

Town  -      , 

Liverpoole* 

Manchefter 

Prefton      ,.       -  .  . 

Warrington 

The  other  part  of  the  county 


54* 
87925 

828 
^5547 

841 

555 
19069 


A.  1781 

Total  N 


9827 
2635 

204v^ 

93J 


1103 

58c 


Lclcefter        'Borough 


•  36^ 


1561 


43c 
Leicd 


Ji. 

D    E    B    A    T    E    S^ 

3'« 

ics. 

Places*                   Number  of  Houfcs, 

NoUlNo. 

ler 

Loughborough 

440 

.  .           * 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

^3834 

15835 

In 

City 

906 

Bofton 

469 

1 

Grantham 

45 « 

Stampford             -                  •         * 

576 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

.23991 

15835 

in 

-                - 

16332 

efex 

Brentford 

477 

Chelfea  ' 

.    610 

Edmonton 

474 

Hackney 

iT6« 

Iflington 
Kenhngton 

H28 

700 

Mary-le-Bone 

3664 

St.  Pancras 

1273 

linfter 

City  and  liberty 

17013 
3591^ 

The  other  part  of  the  connty 

62123 

Ik 

Norwich 

2302 

\   . 

King's  Lynn            -            r** 

662 

Yarmouth 

682 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

29548 

33194 

IIIl- 

Alnwick 

5'3 

md    . 

Halthwiftlc           -         ■     .  - 

455 

Hexham 

402 

Newcaftlc  upon  Tync 

2210 

• 

Shields      .          -           '          - 

578 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

13694 

1 786 1 

^  * 

Berwick- upon  Tweed 

678 

Town              -                 * 

»533 

Mansfield             -                ,  -. 

510 

Newark 

5,8 

The  other  part  of  the  «ounty 

11665 

» 

-+ • 

14246 

0)pton 

1  Town 

.      706 

JPeterboroDgh         -?       :..  ; 

■  473 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

20620 

» 

.  ^  • 

Oxford 


HntUnd 
Salop 


Samerfet 
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Pla^«  Nombcr  of  Hoafes*    Total] 


City  and  univerfity  <• 

The  other  pBit  of  the  wunty 


Ludlow 

Shrcwlbufy  -  * 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

B«ftol 

Bath 

Walcot,  and  fuburbs  of  Batk 

The  other  part  of  the  county 


&>uthamptoii  Town 

Winchcfter 

The  other  part  of  Ae  county 

Stafford  Litchfield 

Walfall  borough 
Wolverhamptim  « 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

Suffolk  St.  Edmvnd  Bury- 

Ipfwich  -        , 

The  other  part  of  die  county 

Sufiex  Chiccfter  •    -  . 

The  othtr  part  of  Ac  county 

Surrey  Croydoa  *  ^ 

Kirtgftoa 

Mitcham  •  ^ 

Richmond 

Wandfwortk  «» 

Southwark       Borough      -      -  - 

T^he  other  part  of  tht  county 

Warwick        Town  ^    ,  ^ 

Birmingham 
Coventry  - 
The  other  part  of  ihe  Qoutity 

JPTdfrnordand 


2316 
"338 


430 

904 

t6879 

3947 

786 
92650 


6X2 

462 
4cx> 

449 
12120 

14079 


136. 
14 


182: 


285J 


^795 


279 
i4 


28. 


^6; 
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ties.  Places. 

I  Sarnm 

The  other  part  of  the  cqnnty 

sflifir       Town 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

a  *  -  -  - 

aithen     Borough 

The  other  part  of  the  county 

jCTon  •.  -  •  - 

^      •      -      - 

•  mm  m  m 

orpn  -  - 

meth  -  - 

aonth  »      -  -  -  • 

gomery  -  .  - 

rokc  -  -  -  • 

jr  -  -  - 

Total  •  •  95^734 

C.  RlGBY, 

y&r  TaxeSj  .   Dan.  Bull, 

numy,  1781.  George  Blount. 

The  number  of  houfcs  oppoiite  the  towns  in  the  firft  column  of 
.iiccount^  contains  only  the  number  of  inhabited  houfes,  in  each^ 
i^geable  to  the  window  duties.  The  Tail  column  contains  the 
i.  namber  of  houfes  and  cottages  in  each  county. 


Number  of  Houfei. 

TeUlNo. 

804 

21330 

22134 

7ai 

"445 

I2l66 

*•          m 

4t04 

m 

3610 

-^ 

3H7 

-    430 

6700 

7130 
3960 
6639 

•         m 

w               W 

3356 

- 

5234 

• 

370s 

.  ■■    : 

4433 
7961 

- 

3408 

~      " 

2609 

XVIII.  sf  t<i 


3H 
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To  the  Hon.  the  Knights,  Gtizens,  and  Burgefles^in  Parlu 

aiTembled. 

Account  of  umnhahiud  Houjis  chargeaHe  to  the  Duties  on  Houfes  and 
dowsy  in  the  Cities  ofLondonnnd  Weftminfter, ^Coir;»y  ofM\6i 
and  Borough  ^/ Southwaifc,  «  Lady-Day,  1^77,  undhsAf 
1780. 

.    Empty  Houfet        Einpty  Houfc»  Itkm 

at  Lady.  Day  atX^dy-Day    .      Empty  i 

1777.  1780. 


London 
Weftroinftcr 
Middlefex 
Southwark 

Total 

* 
%xes^ 
1781. 

646 

458 

2008 

256 
,    3368 

1513           86: 

1122                    56* 

376^         1731 
414  .         15^ 

6816       '    3441 

Office  for  Ti 
23  January^ 

C.-RlGBY, 

Dan.  BaLLy 
George  Bijount. 

January  5, 
totdNertb.      Lord  iVbr/A acquainted  the 'Houfii^  that  he  had  am 
from  bis  Majefty  to  this  Houfc,  figncd  by  his  Majefty 
he  prefented  the  fame  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  it  was  read  b 
Speaker,  and  is  as  followeth,  vjz» 
GEORGE  R. 
**  His  Majefty  has  judged  it  proper  to  acquaint  die 
of  Commons,  that,  during  the  recefs  of  Parliament, 
been  indifpenfably  obliged  to  direft  letters  of  marqi 

fenera^.  reprifals  to  be  ilraed  againft  the  States  General 
Fniteti  Provinces  and  their  fabje£ts.    The  caufes  and  n 
of  his  Majefty's  conduct  on  this  occalion  are  fet  forth 

Jublic  declaration,  which  he  has  ordered  to  be  laid  bef 
loufe. 
**  His  Majefty  has,  with  the  utmoft  reluftance,  been  1 
to  take  any  hoftile  meafures  againft  a  ftate  whofe  a 
with  his  kingdoms  ftood  not  only  on  the  faith  of  ; 
treaties,  but  on  the  foundeft  principles  of  good  policj 
has  ufed  every  endeavour  to  prevail  on  tjie  States  Gen 
return  to  a  line  of  conduft  conformable  to  thofe  prin 
to  the  tenor  of  their  engagements,  and  to  the  comm 
natural  intcrefts  of  both  countries  ;  and  has  left  noihi 
tried  to  prevent,  if  poffible,  the  prefent  rupture. 


:itk.  fjiu  DEBATES.  3jj 

"^^  His  Majcfty  is  folly  pcrfuadcd,  that  thcjufticc-anci  ncccf- 

of  the  meafures  he  has  taken  will  be  acknowledged  by  all 

world.     Relying,  therefore,  on  the  proteAion  of  Divine 

[iTidence,  and  the  zealous  and  affeAionate  fupport  of  his 

sople,  his  Majefty  has  the  firmeft  confidence,  that,  by  a 

jovous  exertion  of  the  fpirit  and  refources  of  the  nation,  he 

U  be  able  to  maintain  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the 

bts  and  interefts  of  his  people,  againft  all  his  enemies,  and 

Tbring  them  to  llflen  to  equitable  terms  of  peace. 

G.R." 
Lord  North  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  by  liis  Majefty *s  com- 
'  id^  the  following  papers  : 

MANIFESTO. 
GEORGE  R. 
(L.  S.)  «  THROUGH  the  whole  courfe  of  our  reign,  our 
"'"^conduft  towards  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces 
L'  -liM  been  that  of  a  Cncere  friend  and  faithful  ally.    Had  they 
t    ^hered  to  thofe  wife  principles  which  ufed  to  govern  the  re- 
*.  public,  they  muft  have  (hewn  themfelves  equally  foHcitous  to 
^maintain  the  friendfhip  which  has  fo  long  fubfifted  between 
-     the  two  nations,  and  which  is  effential  to  the  interefts  of 
both :  but  from  the  prevalence  of  a  faflion  devoted  to  "France, 
and  following  the  diftates  of  that  court,  a  very  different  po- 
licy has  prevailed.     The  return  made  to  our  friendfhip,  for 
Ipme  time  paft,  has  been  an  open  contempt  of  the  moft  fo* 
S^>lcmn  engagements,  and  a  repeated  violation  of  public  faith, 
■•'•     **  On  the  commencement  of  the  defeniive  war,  in  which 
*  '.wc  found  ourfelves  engaged  by  the  aggreffion  of  France,  we 
Ihewed  a  tender  regard  for  the  interefts  of  the  States  General, 
,^    and  a  defire  of  fecuring  to  their  fubjefts  every  advantage  of 
^    trade,  confiftent  with  the  great  and  juft  principle  of  our  own 
*'   -defence.     Our  ambaffador  was  inftrufled  to  offer  a  friendly 
•V  '  negociation,  to  obviate  every  thing  that  might  lead  to  dif- 
"*'  ^agreeable  difcuffion  ;  and  to  this  offer,  folemnly  made  by  him 
to  the  Stites  General,  the  fecond  of  November,  1778,  no 
^     attention  was  paid. 

**  After  the  number  of  our  enemies  increafed  by  the  ag- 
greffion of  Spain,  equally  unprovoked  with  that  of  France, 
WC  found  it  neceflary  to  call  upon  the  States  General  for  the 
performance  of  their  engagements.  The  fifth  article  of  the 
perpetual  defenfive  alliance  between  our  crown  and  the  States 
Gener^,  concluded  at  Weftminfter  the  3d  of  March,  1678, 
befides  the  general  engagement  for  fuccours,  expreGly  ftipu- 
lates,  ^  1  hat  the  party  of  the  two  allies  that  is  not  attacked, 
^  fhall  be  obliged  to  break  with  the  aggrefTor  in  two  months 

S  f  2  ♦  after 
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^  after  the  part j  attacked  fhal!  require  it ;'  yet  two 
have  pafled,  wiuout  the  leaft  affiftance  given  to  us,  wi 
a  fiogle  fyllable  in  anfwer  to  our  repeated  demaods. 

'^  So  totally  r^ardlefs  have  the  States  been  of  theii 
ties  with  usy  that  they  readily  promifed  our  enemies  t 
ferve  a  oeutrality,  in  direfb  contradidion  to  thofe  ec 
snentsj  and  whim  they  have  with^held  from  us  the  fo 
they  were  bound  to  fumifli,  every  (ecret  affifiance  has 
given  the  enemy  ;  and  inland  duties  have  been  taken  o: 
the  fole  purpofe  of  facilitating  the  carriage  of  naval  fii 
France. 

**  In  dircft  and  open  violation  of  treaty,  they  fuffie 
American  pirate  to  remain  feveral  weeks  in  one  of  their 
and  even  permitted  a  part  of  his  crew  to  mount  guai 
fort  In  the  TexeU 

**  In  the  Eaft-Indies,  the  fubjefts  of  the  States  G 
in  concert  with  France,  have  endeavoured  to  raife  uj 
mies  againft  us. 

*'  In  the  Weft-Indies,  particularly  at  St.  Euftatius, 
proteAion  and  afCftance  has  been  given  to  our  rebellioi 
je£ts.  Their  privateers  arc  openly  received  into  the 
harbours;  allowed  to  refit  there  ;  fupplied  with  arms  ai 
munition ;  their  crews  recreated ;  their  prizes  brought 
fold ;  and  all  this  in  direct  violation  of  as  cltar  and 
fiipulations  as  can  be  made. 

**  This  condud,  fo  inconfiftent  with  all  good  fa 
repugnant  to  the  fenfe  of  the  wifeft  part  of  the  Dut 
tion,  is  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  to  the  prevalence  of  the  1 
magiftrates  of  Amfterdam,  whofe  fecret  correfpondenc 
our  rebellious  fubjefts  was  fufpefted,  long  before  it  wa 
known  by  the  fortunate  difcovery  of  a  treaty,  the  fir 
cle  of  which  is,  *  Tiiere  fhall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  ai 
^  verfal  peace,  and  iincere  friendfhip,  between  theii 

*  MigbtineflTes,  the  eftates  of  the  feven  United  Prijvi 

*  Holland,  and  the  United  States  of  North  America,  j 

*  fubjeds  and  people  of  the  faid  parties;  and  betwc 

*  countries,  illands,  cities  and  towns,  iituated  under  th 
^  didion  of  the  faid  United  States  of  Holland,  and  the  fa 

*  ted  States  of  America,  and  the  people  and  inhabitants 

*  of,  of  every  degree,  without  exception  of  perfons  or  j 
This  treaty  wasiigned  in  September,  1778,  by  the 

order  of  the  peniionary  of  Amflcrdaro,  and  other  pi 
magiftrates  of  that  city.  They  now  not  only  avow  th( 
tranfaftioQ,  but  glory  in  it,  and  expreffly  fay,  even 
States  General,  that  what  they  did  ^  was  what  thei 

*  pcnfablc  duty  required** 
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^*  In  the  mean  time,  the  States  General  declined  to  give  any 
ifirer  to  the  memorial  prcfented  by  our  ambaffador ;  and 
it  Tcfufal  was  aggravated  by  their  proceeding  upon  other 
tfDefiy  nay,  upon  the  confideration  of  this  very  fubje£t  to 
kemal  purpofes ;  and  while  they  found  it  impoflible  to  ap- 
kire  the  condu^  of  their  fubjeds,  they  ftill  induftriouily 
midtd  to  give  us  the  fatisfadion  fo  manifeftly  due. 
^  We  had  every  right  to  expeft,  that  fuch  a  difcovcry 
bold  have  roufed  them  to  a  juft  indignation  at  the  infult  of- 
Kd  to  us,  and  to  themfelves;  and  that  they  would  have  been 
fier  to  give  us  full  and  ample  fatis^adion  for  the  offence,  and 
•^afliftthe  fevereft  punifhment  upon  the  offenders.  The 
agency  of  the  bufinefs  made  an  inilant  anfwer  efTential  to  the 
NKNir  and  fafety  of  this  country.  The  demand  was  ac- 
vdinely  prelTed  by  our  ambafiador  in  repeated  conferences 
hk  the  miniflers,  and  in  a  fecond  memorial :  it  was  prefTed 
kdi  all  the  earneftnefs  which  could  proceed  from  our  ancient 
dnidlhip,  and  the  icnfe  of  recent  injuries  ;  and  the  anfwer 
vsrgiventoa  memorial  on  iuch  a  fubjeft,  delivered  about 
PC  weeks  ago,  is,  '  That  the  States  have  taken  it  ad  re/e- 
tiiiim.*  Such  an  anfwer  upon  fuch  an  occaiion,  could  only 
FdiAated  by  the  fixed  purpofe  of  hoftility  meditated,  and  al- 
bdy  rcfolved,  by  the  States,  induced  by  the  ofFenfivecoun- 
tof  Amflcrdam,  thus  to  countenance  the  hoftile  aggreflion, 
liich  the  magiflrates  of  that  city  have  made  in  the  name  of 
e  Republic. 

•*  TTiere  is  an  end  of  the  faith  of  all  treaties  with  them, 
Amftcrdam  may  ufurp  the  fovereign  power,  may  violate 
ofe  treaties  with  impunity,  by  pledging  the  States  to  en- 
igements  direftly  contrary,  and  leaguing  the  Republic  with 
e  rebels  of  a  fovereign  to  whom  fhe  is  bound  by  the  clofcft 
t$.  An  infra£lion  of  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  meaneft 
ember  of  any  country,  gives  the  injured  ftate  a  right  to 
muid  fatisfadion  and  punifhment :  how  much  more  fo, 
hen  the  injury  complained  of  is  of  a  flagrant  violation  of 
iblic  faith,  committed  by  leading  and  predominant  mem- 
itu  in  the  flate  !  Since  then  the  fatisfaftion  we  have  de- 
anded  i^  not  given,  we  mufl,  though  moft  reluftantly,  do 
irfeives  thatjuftice  which  we  cannot  otherwife  obtain  :  we 
uft  confider  the  States  General  as  parties  in  the  injury 
hich  they  will  not  repair,  afe  fharers  in  the  aggreflion  which 
ley  refufe  to  punilh,  and  muft  aft  accordingly.  We  have 
erefore  ordered  our  ambaffador  to  withdraw  from  the 
[ague,  and  fhall  immediately  purfue  fuch  vigorous  mea- 

fures 
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fures  as  the   occafion  fully  juflifies,  and  our  dignity  anddiB 
cffential  interefts  of  our  people  require. 

"  From  a  regard  to  the  Dutch  nation  at  large,  we  wiflii 
were  poiBble  to  direft  thofe  meafures  wholly  againft  Amftcf 
dam  ;  but  this  cannot  be,  unlefs  the  States  General  will  iig 
mediately  declare,  that  Amfierdam  (hall,  upon  this  occafioi 
receive  no  afliftance  from  them,  but  be  left  to  abide  the  coi 
fequences  of  its  aggreffion. 

**  Whilft  /\mfter^am  .is  fuffered  to  prevail  in  the  geoerl 
counfelsi  and  is  backed  by  the  ftrength  of  the  ftate,  it  isiflfl 
pofTible  to  reiift  the  aggreiHon  of  fo  confiderable  a  part,  withji 
out  contending  with  the  whole.     But  we  arc  too  fenfible 
the  common  interefts  of  both  countries  not  to  remember,  i 
the  midft  of  fuch  a  conteft,  that  the  only  point  to  be  aii 
at  by  us,  is  to  raife  a  difpofition  in  the  councils  of  the  R< 
lie  to  return  to  our  ancient  union,  by  giving  us  that 
faftion  for  the  paft,  and   fecurity  for  the  future,  which 
fhall  be  as  ready  to  receive,  as  they  can  he  to  offer;  and 
the  attainment  of  which  we  (hall  direft  all  our  operationi.< 
We  mean  only  to  provide  for  our  own  fecurity,  by.defeatii 
the  dangerous  de(igns  that  have  been  formed  againft  Qi. 
(hall  ever  be  difpofed  to  return  to  friend(hip  with  the 
General,  when  they  (incerely  revert  to  that  fyftem  which 
wifdom  of  their  anceftors  formed,  and  which   has  now 
fubverted  by   a   powerful  ,fa£tion,    confpiring  with  Fi 
againft  the  true  interefts  of  the  republic,  no  lefs  than 
thofe  of  Great  Britain. 

Si.  Jameses,  Dec.  20,   1780.  G.R.' 


I  ti 


Copy  of  the  Precis  of  what  Sir  Jofiph  Yorkefald  to  the  DipttUai 
the  States  General^  on  the  zd  of  November y  l^^i^. 

«  THEIR  High  MightineflTes  will  have  received,  by  4 
anfwer  from  Lord  Suffolk,  ope  of  his  Majefty's  principal  So 
cretaries  of  State,  to   the  Count  Wclderen,  dated  the  iM 
of  Oftober,  the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  his  Mijcftfl 
friend(hip  towards  them.  ^ 

^^  After  an  explicit  detail  of  the  hoftile  and  unprecedcfltti 
conduft  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  which  conduQ  pccii* 
fioned  the  feeming  irregularity  of  the  court  of  Great  Britii^ 
in  feizing  the  (hips  appertaining  to  neutral  powers  bound  todll 
ports  of  France,  the  meafure  hath  been  fully  explained  oiiAl 
principles  of  necellity  and  felf-defcnce^  againft  an  encfllj 
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m  luth  ever  aAed  covertly  and  by  furprife.  The  modera- 
p^a4  equity  of  the  King  my  cnafter  would  not  permit 
|i  to  dilregard  the  complaints  of  the  fubjefts  of » their 
'Mi-Mightinefies,  from  the  moment  there  appeared  a  pof- 
^  to  renew  theih.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that  his  Ma- 
declared  his  intention  to  releafe  the  Dutch  veflels, 
Kcoodttions  the  moft  amicable  and  the  lead  difad van- 
as  far  IS  circumftances  will  admit.  The  war,  how- 
jTi  t&ll  continues^  and  the  aftive  endeavours  of  the  enemy 
BfiBfll  matters  to  extremity,  obliges  his  Majefty  to  guard 
"  1  the  danger.  He  wifhes,  neverthelefs,  to  involve  his 
eighbours  and  allies  as  little  as  poflible,  and  although 
I  has  even  threatened  to  invade  his  Majefty's  dominions 
(■territories',  having,  for  thatpurpofe,  alTembled  numerous 
ll^on  their  coaft,  the  King,  my  mafter,  ftill  forbears  to 
Mnfuch  fuccour  from  their  High  MightinefTes  as  they  are 
Mad  to  grant,  by  the  moft  explicit  and  folemn  treaties, 
fcjumtr  (uch  fuccours  may  be  on  his  part  required,  namely, 
Bfrcatj  of  1 768,  and  the  feparate  article  of  171^;  his  Ma- 
BCQufines  himfelf,  for  the  prefent,  folely  to  lay  before 
KICgh  MightinefTes  the  ftate  of  affairs,  the  motive  of 
Pconduft,  and  the  neceflity  he  finds  himfelf  under  to  t:tke 
btfares  for  his  own  defence,  arid  the  prefervation  of  his 
iniBions.' 

*  It  is  only  with  this  view  that  I  am  ordered  by  his  Bri- 
Qdc  Majeflty  to  propole  to  their  High  MightinefTes  a  confe- 
icci  to  confider  of  the  moft  proper  means  towards  an  ami« 
Me  n^lation  of  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  in  future,  re- 
Aingiiich  articles  as  his  Majefty,  without  yielding  to  his 
Untes^  cannot  poflibly  lufFcr  them  to  be  fupplied  with.  It  , 
MOI:  have  efcaped  the  attention  of  their  High  MightinefTes, 
ItX^ord  Suffolk,  in  explaining  his  Majcfty's  fentiments  to 
iBlit  Wclderen,  fully  demonftrated  the  King's  fincere  defire 
^y  the  flri&eft  regard  to  faith  of  treaties,  as  far  as  they 
4KK.dire£tly  tend  to  expofc  him  to  imminent  danger,  it 
hj  no  means  his  intention,  nor  is  it  his  wifli,  to  cauie  the 
IK  interruption  to  the  commerce  of  Holland,  ufually  carried 
<  with  France,  excepting  warlike  and  naval  ftores ;  and 
pn:this  rcftriftion  fhall  be  enjoyed  with  the  utmoft  equity, 
i  I  am  confident,  with  every  poffible  degree  of  gcnerofity. 
K I  thereforc>  in  obedience  to  my  inftrudions,  have  taken 
:J|jiberty  to  requeft  an  audience,  to  know  whether,  in  con* 
pence  of  the  anfwcr  delivered  to  Count  Wclderen,  their 
gh  M'ghtincfTes  are  rcfolved  to  open  a  conference  with 

me? 
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mc  ?  On  my  part,  I  intreat  you  to  affure  their  High  Miridi* 
ifeiTes,  that  as  well  from  my  beiog  authorifed  by  bit  Mi> 
jefty,  as  from  my  being  perfonally  d^fpofed,  after  a  refideai!^ 
in  this  country  of  twenty -fcven  years,  their  High  Mi{^ 
neffes  will  find  in  me  every  readinefs  to  attend  to  their  com 
plaints,  and  regard  for  their  welfare  ;  and  I  flatter  myftl^ 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  conference  I  (hall  convince  then^ 
that  whatever  forced  and  afFeded  turn  may  have  beeng^nri 
to  the  condufl  of  my  court,  it  has  been  founded  on  dri 
juftice,  moderation,  and  the  neceflity  of  our  fitualion.  ti 
expectation  of  the  decifion  of  their  High  Mightinefles  (tf 
what  I  have  laid  before  them,  I  truft  that  their  known  t(fKttfi 
and  friendfhip  towards  his  Majcfty,  agreeable  to  their  tiod 
affu ranees  by  their  envoy,  will  prove  fufiicient  not  to 
ri(e  their  fuhjefts  to  carry  naval  flores,  under  convoyi 
France,  as  being  the  moft  dangerous  objedts  to  the  *"  "^ 
of  Great  Britain." 

Co^y  of  a  Memorial  prefented  by  Sir  J9feph  Tirie  to  thf&i 
General  of  the  United  Prcmnces  of  the  Low  Coumrw^  M  / 
22d0fjulyy   1779. 

**  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

*'  Since  France,  by  the  declaration   made  at  LonANK 
the  13th  of  March  laft  year,  fully  difcovered  the  vafti 
dangerous  deiigns  which  the  family  compa^  had  befeie  r 
nounced  to  Europe,  this  part  of  the  world  mufl  bear  wi 
to  the  wifdora  and  moderation  of  the  King  of  Great  F 
who  endeavoured  to  ward  off  the  calamities  of  war,  a* 
ing,  as  much  as  poflible,  engaging  his  neighbours  and  alfittl 

*^  A  conduft  like  thisy  founded  in  the  tnoit  potmed  1 
ration,   feemed  fo  much  to  embolden  the  court  of  Verfai 
that  after  perfidioufly  encouraging  of  rebel  fubjeds, 
themalkof  liberty,  commerce,  and  independence,  loj 
a  poignard  into  the  heart  of  their  mother  country  ; 
not  contented  with  fo  hoftile  a  proceeding,  has,  witbcffti 
national  quarrel,  drawn  Spain  into  its  views,;  and,  with 
any  plaufible  reafoni   to  colour  the  defigo,  is  malungc 
preparation  that  an  imperious  difpoiition  can  diftate  to  ifl 
theBritiih  iflands, 

"  On  the  news  of  ihefc  extraordinary  and  great] 
tions,  your  High  Mighjtinefles  cannot  but  juftify  tbej 
and   reiterated  inftances  which  the  King  of  Great  Bii 
could  not  but  make  to  you^  relative  to  the  naval  armame 
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nd  the  notorioot  danger  of  Eogland  will,  no  dcmf>t:^  con* 
viace  all  the  fobjefts  dF  thefe  provinces,  who  have  hitherto 
j^e  agaiaft  it,  of  the  necefiity  of  this  requcft  of  my  courf* 
..  '*  Bat  thofe  motives,  which  are  only  palliatives  to  pre- 
vettt  WD  evil,  ate  now  out  of  feafon  ;  the  danger  is  become 
inmiiient,  and  the  remedy  muft  be  fpeedy.  The  fttpolations  of 
a  txcatTy  fonnded  on  the  interefts  of  trade  only,  muft  give  way 
Ih  AoK  feimdedon  the  deareft  interefts  of  the  two  nations, 
fbt  moment  iacome  to  decide,  whether  Great  Britain,  who 
hu  tpilt  fo  much  blood,  and  expended  fo  much  treafure  to 
^Konir  others,  and  to  maintain  liberty  and  religion,  is  to 
jMvtf -BO  biher  refeurcet  againft  the  malice  and  envy  of  her 
jlltmiaay  than  her  own  courage,  and  her  own  ftrength ;  whe* 
ibrffivB  it  to  be  abandoned  by  her  moft  ancient  friends  and 
iMhw»'  to  the  moft  ambitioiis  views  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
ivUek  woold  cmfh  all,  to  rei^n  over  all ;  and  whether  Eu- 
nme  id  general,  and  your  High  MightinefTes  in  particular, 
mil  vrith  indifierence  lee  a  fyftem  eftablifhed,  which  will  evi- 
itml^  deftroy  that  equilibrium  which  is  the  only  guarantee 
cl  joav  commerce,  liberty,  and  even  exiftence  itfclf. 
i  •  <^  The  King,,  high  and  mighty  Lords,  has  too  high  an 
fl|a(Biafi  of  the  undemanding,  the  good  faith,  and  the  wifilom 
of  die  Republic,  to  doubt  a  moment  of  die  fentiraents  of 
wilr.Hig^  Mightinefteton  this  occaiion.  A  nation  whofe 
JkHhoftj  contains  fcarce  any  thing  but  the  detail  of  the  dang;ers 
^VlUi  the  amUtion  of  France  fucceflively  created,  whofe  beft 
lilll^abegan  with  their  union  with  England.  In  fliort,  a  na* 
itioi  aeeitiSxtaied  to  exaft  the  Kteral  execution  of  a  hard 
IfiMjp-  hat  too  much  generofity  not  to  fulfil  thofe  which 
Itearilf  wiited  the  interefts  of  the  two  nations  upwards  of  a. 
^'MlBllffJ* 

r ,  ^  k  II  in  this  perfuaiion,  joined  to  all  that  is  held  moft  facred 
fidMiatt  men,  diat  the  under-written  ambafTador  extraordinary 
Md  jdeiiipotientiary  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  has,  by 
Wpitfi'  order,  the  honour  to  notify  to  your  High  Migh« 
ti^dfes^.  that  the  danger  which  threatens  his  kingdoms,  ne- 
wffitalet  hit  Majefty  to  reclaim,  without  lofs  of  time,  the 
lacdDDrt  ftipulated  in  the  treaties  of  1678,  and  others,  and 
«f'  which- the  cafus  f/tderis  is  fo  fully  explained  in  the  fepa- 
aafee  anicle  ctf  1716.  His  Majefty  expeAs  the  fame  with 
coafidenoe  from  a  neighbour,  who  has  never  failed  in  his 
enae^tncnts ;  and  for  the  reft  confides  in  the  divine  bene* 
diAiQB  on  the  juftnefs  of  his  caufe,  and  on  the  fidelity  and 
.valour  of  his  fobjeds. 

Vol.  XVIIL  T  t  <«  The 
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**  The  nnderwritten  waits  with  the  grcateft  rmpaticnct  L 
for  a  juft,  fpcedy,  and  favourable  anfwer,  and  is  ready  Wta» ' 
fcr  with  the  deputies  of  your  High  Mightincffes  on  what  ftcpi 
are  farther  neccfl'ary  to  be  taken. 

(Signed)  JasEFH  Yorke," 

Hagucy  July  22^  1779- 

Tran/ktion  of  a  Memorial  pr^fented  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yoite,  ittk 
States  General,  i/?e  zbth  NovembeTy  ^779. 

'■i 

**  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

"THE  King  cannot  fee  without  furprizc  the  filenct 
which  has  been  ohferved  towards  him,  upou  the  memorial 
which  by  order  of  his  Majcfty,  the  under  written  had  thi' 
honour  to  prefent  to  your.  High  MigbtineOes^  more^hu 
four  months  ago,  to  demand  the  fuccours  ftipulatcd  by  trei*- 
ties,  .    ^  . 

"  His  Majefty  would  notliave  called  for  the  dffiflancce^ 
.  his  allies,  if  he  bad  not  been  fully  authoriftd  tireteto  by  thi 
threats,  the  preparations,  and  even  the  attacks  of  biseae^ 
mies,  and  if  he  had  not  thought  your  High  MightioeiTes » 
much  intcrefted  in  the  fafety  of  Great  Britain  as  in  yourowi 
prcfervation,  • 

*^  The  fpirit  and  the  letter  of  the  treaties,  eqaailly  best  . 
teftimony  to  this  truth.  Your  High  Mightinenet  aretM '| 
wife  and  too  juft  to  elude  the  obfervance  of  them,  cfpecialljf  j 
after  having  yourfelves  foliciccd  the  addition  of  the  feparaie  .| 
article  of  1716,  in  which  the  cafui  faderis  is  ftipulaed  IDI  J 
clear  and  inconteftible  manner. 

"  The  hoftile  declaration  made  at  London,  by  the  Mir* 
quis  of  Noailles,  the  attack  of  the  ifland  of  Jerfey,  the  iltgt 
of  Gibraltar,  and  all  the  other  equally  notorious  enterprizcs, 
are  fo  many  proofs  of  open  and  diref):  aggrellipQ.  fiefidet 
your  Hi^h  MightinelTes  bav^  feen  during  the  laft  fummer, 
the  combmed  forces  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  evidently  di- 
reAed  to  the  attack  of  his  MajeAy's  kingdoms,  and  although 
the  king's  vigorous  meafures,  the  zeal  and  patriotic  cffbrtiof 
the  Englifh  nation,  accompanied  by  the  divine  bleffing,  hiw 
happily  averted  hi'.herto  thele  ambitious  defigns ;  yet  tke 
clanger  fiill  exifls,  and  our  enemies  continue  to  anDOUDce 
with  the  fame  parade  and  confidence,  formidable  dcfcentt  and  j 
invafions  under  the  proteftion  of  their  whole  naval  force. 

*^  The  King  can  never  imagine,  that  the  wifdom  of  your 
High  Mightincffes  can  fufFer  you  to  be  indifferent  when  foch 

fblid 
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d  interefts,  and  common  to  both  countries  are  at  ftake,  and 
I  lefs  can  the  King  imagine,  that  you  are  not  convinced 
the  juftice  of  the  motives  which  have  determined  his 
ajefty  to  claim  the  fuccours  that  are  due  on  fo  many  ac- 
ADtf.  His  Majefty  inclines  to  believe^  that  your  High 
ightiDefles  having  come  to  a  refolution  to  auraient  your 
?y,  had  from  prudence  delayed  your  anfwcr  till  you  were 
a  fitter  iitaation  to  furnifh  the  fuccours  required. 
"  It  18  for  this  reafon,  that  I  have  orders  in  renewing  the 
ongeft  inftances  upon  this  fubjeA,  to  demand  of  your 
Ch  MightineiTeSy  in  the  moft  friendly  manner,  not  to 
3fr  the  concerting  the  means  of  fulfilling  your  engage- 
«tf  in  this  refpeft.  The  decifion  of  your  High  Mighti- 
|es  ia  fo  nccefTary  and'fo  important  in  its  confequences, 
(t  the  King  would  think  he  was  want  ng  to  himfelf,  to 
fnlqe'fis,  and  to  thofe  of  the  Republic,  if  his  Majefty  did 
t  ferioufly  recommend  this  affair  to  the  full,  but  ipeedy  de- 
enitidn  of  your  High  Mightinelles.  It  is  of  infinite  im- 
rtlo  the  King,  that  he  Hiould  be  clearly  informed  upon  fo 
'ential  an  objed  by  a  precife  and  immediate  anfwer. 
"  Hit  Majefty  hopes,  from  the  equity  of  your  High 
[i^tinefTefi,  that  your  anfwer  will  be  conformable  to  trea- 
m  and  to  the  fentiments  of  friendfliip,  which  he  has  always 
itrtatncd  towards  the  Republic,  and  ir  will  be  according 
I'the  refolution  of  your  High  Mightmeffes,   that  his  Ma- 

SltwilLtake  fuch  farther  meafures  as  he  fhall  judge  to  be 
l^apted  to  the  circumftances,  and  moft  fitting  for  the  fe- 
isty of  his  ftate,  the  welfare  of  his  people,  and  the  dignity- 
Phis  crown. 

DoDC  at  the  Hague,  26th  Nov.  1779. 
. I  (Signed)  Joseph  Yorke. 

^  of  tf  Declaration  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph  Y  orke  to  the  States 
Gnundf  the  lOth  af  Navembery    1780,  and  Iranjhtion. 

«  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
.«  THE  King,  my  Mafter,  has,  during  the  whole  courfe 
F  his  reign,  manifcfted  the  ftrongcft  dciiie  of  maintaining 
»  union  that  has  fubfiftcd  for  alx)ve  a  century  between 
(01  and  this  Republic.  This  union  refts  on  the  firm  bails 
F reciprocal  intereft  ;  and,  as  it  ever  was  knowi^to  coniri- 
ite  gfeatly  to  the  advantage  of  both  natii)ns,  their  natural 
lemy  has  fet  to  work  all  the  engines  of  politics  to  deftroy  it^ 
orionie  time  fuch  attempts  have  met  with  but  too  great  a 
T  t  2  fuccefsj^., 
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Aiccefs,  being  countenanced  by  a  fa&ion  that  wiflies  ton 
over  the  whole  Republic,  aqd  is  ever  ready  to  facriiicct 
public  good  to  its  own  private  views.  His  Majefty  fees,  w: 
no  lefs  furprize  than  concern,  the  little  regard  that  hash 
hitherto  paid  to  his  reiterated  claim  of  the  affiftance  fiipoli 
by  treaties,  and  to  the  remonftrances  made  by  his  ambaflad 
on  the  daily  infraftions  of  the  mod  folemn  cnga^ementi, 

*^  The  King's  moderation  has  induced  his  Majefty  tok 
upon  the  cdnduft  of  your  High  Mightinefies,  as  the  work 
of  a  predominant  cabal,  and  is  ftill  perfuaded  that  your  wifd 
and  juftice  will  dired  you  to  fulfil  your  engagements  towi 
him,  and  to  [hew  by  ail  the  tenour  of  your  future  condi 
that  you  are  determined  to  purfuc  with  vigour,  the  pliD 
on  foot  by  the  wifdom  of  your  anceftors ;  the  only  one  I 
can  fecure  the  fafcty  and  §lory  of  the  Republic. 

**  The  anfwer  your  High  Mightineifes  will  be  pleafec 
return  to  the  following  declaration,  which  the  unaerwri 
now  prefents  by  e^prefs  command  of  his  court,  will  n 
f he  touchftone  of  your  intentions  and  fentiments  towardi 
Majefty. 

^^  For  a  long  time  paft  his  Majefty  has  had  numbe: 
furmifes  of  the  dangerous  deiigns  hatched  by  an  unbri 
faction ;  but  the  papers  of  the  Sieur  Laurens,  calling  I 
felf  prcfident  of  the  pretended  Congrefs,  have  led  to  the 
covery  of  a  plot  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  the  Repvl 
It  appears  by  the  papers  alluded  to,  that  the  States  of  Anl 
d^m  have  entered  into  a  clandeftine  correfpondence  with 
American  rebels,  fo  early  as  the  month  of  Auguft,  i} 
that  inftru£tions  and  powers  have  been  given  by  them, 
the  purpofe  of  entering  into  a  treatv  of  indiflbluble  fn 
ihip  with  the  faid  rebels,  natural  fubjefts  of  a  fovereic 
whom  the  Republic  is  Joined  by  the  ftrifteft  ties  of  friepcS 
The  authors  of  this  plot  do  not  pretend  to  deny  it,  Tl 
on  the  contrary,  avow  and  labour,  though  in  vain,  to  Jul 
it.  In  thefe  circumftances,  the  King,  relying  on  the  cqi 
of  your  High  Mightineffes,  requires  that  fo  irregular  a  c 
duct  may  be  formally  difavowed,  as  it  is  no  lefs  contrar 
your  moft  (acred  engagements,  than  repugnant  to  the  DJ 
conftitution.  The  King  farther  inlifts  on  fpeedy  iatiifaA 
adequate  to  the  offence,  and  the  exemplary  punifhmei 
the  penfionary  Van  Berkel  and  his  accomplices,  as  diftoi 
of  the  public  peace,  and  violators  of  the  rights  of  nati 
His  Majefty  flatters  himfelf  that  the  anfwer  of  your  I 
MightiAei&s  will  be  fpeedy,  and  to  the  purpofe  in  ever] 
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tfiS;  bat  if  the  contrary  Ihould  be  the  cafe,  and  your  High 
tt(hdnefle8  ihould  ircfuic:  to  comply  with  (b  juft  a  requcfi^ 
Fcndeavoar  to  pafs  it  over  in  iilence,  which  will  be  decjned 
i^joualy  the  King  cannot  but  look  on  the  whde  Republic 
IfjnproHring  of  oiiioeedsy  which  they  would  refufe  to  difavoir 
jMwh;  and  in  foch  a  cafe  his  Ma^fty  willthiBk  himfelf 
lujed  to  V^kc  fuch  fteps'as  become  his  dignity^  and  the  ia« 
nM  of  hia  fubjefts* 
^  Written  at  the  Hague^  Nov.  ]0»  1780. 

Lt  Chevalier  Yorkjb.*' 

ifff'a  Mmwtal  pnfented  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  to  the  Stata 
Gmefal^  the  iltb  of  November y  1780 ;  and  Tran/lation. 

'*  High  apd  mighty  Lords^ 

*<  The  uniform  conduft  of  the  King  towards  the  Repub* 
.;.  the  friendfhip  which  hath  fo  long  fubfifted  between  the 
D  nations  ;  the  right  of  fovereigns,  and  the  faith  of  the  moft 
emn  engagements,  will  decide,  without  doubt,  the  an- 
er  of  your  High  MightineiTes  to  the  memorial  which  the 
4er-Qgqed  preleotcd,  fome  time  ago,  by  exprefs  order  of 
ircquTt.  It  would  be  to  miftruft  the  wifdom  and  the  juflice 
^our  High  MightineiTes,  to  fuppofe  that  you  could  paufe 
moment  in  giving  the  fatisfaaion  demanded  by  his  Ma« 

^'As  the  reToultions  of  your  High  MightinefTes  of  the 
fdiof  November,  were  the  refult  of  a  deliberation  which 
nidcd  only  the  interior  of  your  government,  and  did  not 
Iter  upon  an  anfwer  to  the  faid  memorial,  the  only  remark 
be  made  on  thofe  refolutions  is,  that  the  principles  which 
ive  dilated  them,  evidently  prove  the  juflice  of  the  demand 
■de  by  the  Kin^. 

••  Iq  deliberatmg  upon  that  memorial,  to  which  the  un* 
t^figocd  here  requires,  in  the  name  of  his  court,  an  imme- 
lie  and-  fatisfaftory  anfwer  in  every  refped,  your  High 
iditinefles  will  doubtlefs  confider  that  the  affair  is  of  the 
ft  importance ;  that  it  relates  to  the  complaint  of  an  offend- 
I  Sovereign;  that  the  offence,  for  which  he  demands  an 
»mplary  punifliment,  and  a  complete  fatisfaaion,  is  a  vie- 
dbnof  the  Batavian  conilitution,  of  which  the  King  is  a 
rarantee;  an  infradion  of  the  public  faith;  an  attempt 
|anift  the  dignity  of  his  crown  !  The  King  has  never  ima.- 
DCd  that  your  High  MightineiTes  had  approved  of  a  treaty 
[^  his  rebellious  fubjcfls.  That  bad  been  raifing  the  buck- 
ler 
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Icr  on  your  part ;  a  declaration  of  war.  But  the  ofFcncchi 
been  committed  by  the  magiftratcs  of  a  city  which  makcf] 
confiderable  part  of  the  ftate ;  and  it  belongs  to  the  foverei| 
power  to  punifli  and  give  fatisfaftion  for  it. 

**  His  Majefty,  by  the  complaints  made  by  his  ambaS 
idor,  has  placed  the  punifhment  and  reparation  in  the  hau 
of  your  High  Mightincfles ;  and  it  will  not  be  till  the  h 
extremity,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  cafe  of  a  denial  of  juftia 
or  of  filence,  which  muft  be  interpreted  as  a  refufal,  that  d 
King  will  take  them  upon  hirofelf. 

<*  Done  at  the  Hague  the  12th  of  December,  1780. 
(Signed)  Le  Chevalier  YoUi 

Tran/latton  of  the  Exira^i  from  the  Regifter  of  the  Refolutmi\ 
the  States  Genera/^  the  i^th  of  December ^  1780;  andek 
the  EsfitraS  from  the  R^gijier  of  the  Refolutions  of  at 
High  MijfhtineJUs  the  States  General  of  the  United  Pn 
vinces, 

9  ''  ■ 

«*  Friday,  December  15,  1780. 

**  Upon  what  has  been  reprefented  to  their  High  Mig^t 
nefTes  by  Mr.  Quarlcs,  prefident  of  their  affembly,  relative  1 
a  farther  vific  made  him  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  his  Britann 
Majefty's  ambaflador  and  plenipotentiary,  in  order  to jw( 
for  an  anfwer  to  his  memorials,  lately  preftnted  to  their  Hi| 
Mightineffes  by  his  Majefty's  order, 

*'  It  is  underftood  and  refolved,  after  previous  delibcn 
tion,  hereby  to  charge  the  grcffier  of  their  High  Migk^ 
ncffes  to  acquaint  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  that  the  memoriali  I 
has  lately  prefented  have  been  taken  ad  referendum  by  thcr 
fpeftive  Provinces,  and  toaffure  him  that  their  High  Might 
nefles  will  not  negleft  to  endeavour  to  efFeftuate  that  an  ai 
fwer  to  the  fame  mall  be  given  him  as  foon  as  is  feafiU 
and  the  conftitution  of  the  government  any  wife  peroiits," 

Agrees  with  the  Regifter. 

THE  following  are  the  outlines  of  a  treaty  of  commerc 
which,  agreeable  to  tl)e  orders  and  inftruftion$  of  Mr.  E 
gclbert  J  rancis  Van  Berkel,  counfel  and  pen{ion,ary  of  i 
city  of  Amfterdam,  directed  to  me,  John  Neufvijle,  citi? 
qi  the  faid  city  of  Amfterdam,  I  have  examined,  weighc 
and  regulated  with  William  Lee,  ]Efcj.  commiffioncr  fr( 
the  Congrcfs,  as  a  treaty  of  commerce,  deftined  to  be  or 
might  be  concluded  hereafter,  between  their  High  Migl 

ncil 
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it,  the  States  General  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
uif  and  the  United  States  of  North  America, 
ne  at  Aix4a-Chapellc,  the  4th  of  September,  1778. 
(Signed)  John  deNeufville. 
eby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

(Signed)  Samuel  W.  Stokton. 


mtf  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  bet^veen  the  Republic  of 
^  Holland  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

!S(The  preamble  recites,  that  the  faid  contrafting  States  of 
'inland  and  America,  wifhing  to  eftablifh  a  treaty  of  com- 
SrcCy  have  refolved  to  fix  it  on  the  bafis  of  a  perfeA  equa- 
jband  the  reciprocal  utility  ariiing  from  the  equitable  laws 
SfiKe  trade  •  provided  that  the  contraAing  parties  (hall  be 
Uberty  to  achnit,  as  thev  think  good,  other  nations  to  par- 
be  of  tDC  advantages  ariiing  from  the  faid  trade. '  Aduated 
''die  above  equitable  principles,  the  forementioncd  contraft- 
^.partics  have  agreed  on  the  following  articles.) 
Art;  I.  There  (hall  be  a  permanent,  unalterable,  and  uni* 
Mai  peace  and  amity,  eftablifhed  between  their  High 
^  'LtiDefies  the  feven  Provinces  of  Holland,  and  the  United 
rof  North  America;  as  well  as  between  their  refpec- 
ibfajefis,  iflands,  towns  and  territories,  iituate  under  the 
liAion  of  the  refpeftive  frafes  above-mentioned,  and 
inhabitants,  without  any  diflin£lion  whatfoever  of  per- 
dr  fisxes. 
gi  -  The  fubjefts  of  the  United  Provinces  of  Holland 
itarbc  liable  only  to  fuch  duties  as  are  paid  by  the  natives 
P'Mhabitants  of  North  America,  in  all  the  counerics, 
Ni^' --iflands,  and  towns  belonging  to  the  faid  ftatcs;  and 
tt  enjoy  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and 
Bltaptioat  in  their  trade  and  navigation,  common  to  the 
Irpstivei  and  inhabitants,  when  the  fubjefls  of  Holland 
Iff  hjive  occafion  to  pafs  from  one  American  ftatc  to  ano- 
T,  is  well  as  when  bound  from  thence  to  any  part  of  the 

HI,  The  privileges,  &c.  granted  by  the  foregoing  article 
the  States  of  Holland,  are,  by  the  preient,  confirmed  to 
i  inhabitants  of  North  America. 

(y.  The  refpedive  fubje^ls  of  the  contrafling  parties,  as 
R^is  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties,  iflands,  or  towns  be« 
ring  to  the  faid  parties,  Ihall  be  at  liberty,  without  pro- 
log a  written  permiflion,  private  or  public  pafs,  to  travel 
land  or  water,  or  in  whatever  manner  they  think  befl, 
*  through 
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through  the  kingdoms,  territories,  provinces,  &c.  or  dorni* 
nions  whatever^of  either  of  the  confederated  dates,  to  have  thflif 
free  egrefs  and  regrefs,  to  remain  in  the  faid  places,  and  Jo- 
ring  the  whole  time  he  at  liberty  to  purchafe  every  thing  nc- 
ccifary  to'  their  own  fubiiftence  and  u(e  :  they  maH  alio  be 
treated  with  every  mark  of  reciprocal  frierrdfhip  and  favoor. 
Provided,"  neverthelefs,  that  in  every  circumftance  they  de- 
mean themfelves  in  perfedt  conformity  with  the  laws,  fl» 
tutes,  and  ordinances  of  thofc  laid  kingdoms,,  towns,  JCQ 
where  they  may  fojourn ;  treating  each  other  with  mutoil 
£riend(hip,  and  keeping  up  among  themfelves  the  moft  pcr« 
fe£t  harmony,  by  means  of  aconftant  correfpondence, 

V.    The  fubjeds  of  the  contraAing^powers^  and  the  inha* 
Bitaots.  of  all  places  belonging  to  the  laid  powers^  Ihall  be  4 
nberty  to  carry  their  (hips  and  goods  (fuch  aa  are  not  for« 
bidden  by  the  law  of  the  refpcaive  ftates)   into  all  ports, 
places,  &:cr  belonging,  or  tariy,  without  any  iimitatioa  o] 
time:  to  hire  whole  hoofes,  or  in  part:  to  bay  and  porn 
chafe  from  the  manufacturer  or  retailer,  either  in  the  pabliq 
markets,,  fairs,  iCc.  all  forts  of  goods  and  merchandize  ml 
forbidden  by   any  particular  law:  to  open  warehonfet fai 
the  (ale  of  good&  and  effefls  imported  from  other  parts :  ooi 
fhall  they  be  at  any  time  forced,  againft  their  confimt,  U 
brinz  the  faid  goods  and  wares  to  the  markets  and£airs;.prw 
vided,   neverthelefs,  that  they  do  not  difpofe  of  them  bj  m 
tail,  or  elfewhere  :  they  (hall  not,  however,  be  liable  to  vfl 
tax  or  duties^  on  this  or  any  other  account,  except  thofeoifl 
which  are  to  be  paid  for  their  (hips  or  goods^  accordiag I 
the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  refpedive  ftates,  and  at  the  fi| 
ftipulated  by  the  prefent  treaty •     Moreover,  tfaerlhanii 
.  entirely  at  liberty  to  depart,  without  the  leaft  hiodnM 
(this  extends  alfo  to  their  wives,  children,  and  fuch  (enMl 
who  may  be  delirous  to  follow  their  mafters)  and  to  tak&iii 
them  all  goods  bought  or  imported  at  any  time;  andfi 
fuch  places  they  may  think  proper,  by  land,  or  fea,  orriicil 
or  lakes;  all  privileges,  laws,   conceifions,  immunities)  b 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

VI.  In  regard  to  the  religious  worfhip,  the  moft  unbowii 
ed  liberty  (hall  be  granted  to  the  fubjefi:s  of  the  (aid  ooi^ 
delate  (tates,  for  themfelves  and  families.  They  flullflV 
be  compelled  to  frequent  the  churches,  &c.  bot  fliall  W 
full  liberty  to  perform  ditine  fervine,  after  their  own  maoM 
without  any  molcftaiion  in  either  church  or  chapel,  or  n 
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^c  houfes  (apertis  firibus)  it  is  farther  provided,  that  any 
iibjcfi  of  one  of  the  contrafting  powers  dying,  in  any  place 
xioDging  to  the  other,  Ihall  he  interred  in  decent  and  convc- 
Ptnicnt  places,  allotted  for  that  purpofe,  and,  in  fine,  that 
p6iafalr  (hall,  at  an]r  time,  or  in  any  manner  whatever,  be  of- 
fbcd  to  the  dead  or  interred  bodies. 

Vir.  It  is  farther  agreed  and  fettled,  that  in  all  duties, 
mipofts, 'taxes,  &c,  laid  on  goods,  perfons,  merchandize,  &c. 
af  each  and  every  fubjeft  of  the  contrafting  powers,  under 
lay  denomination  whatfoever,  the  faid  fuhjc£ls,  inhabitants, 
kc.  Ihall  enjoy  equal  privileges,  franchifcs,  immunities,  ei- 
dier  in  the  courts  of  jufticc,  and  in  every  matter  of  trade, 
totiiroerce,  or  any  other  cafe,  and  fliall  be  treated  with  the 
lltoe  favour  and  diftindlion  hitherto  granted  or  hereafter  to 
b^  eranted  to  any  foreign  nation  whatfoever. 

,  vIII.  Their  High  Mightincffcs  the  States  General  of  the 
fcven  United  Provinces,  (hall  ufe  the  moft  efficacious  means 
jpi  their  power  to  proteft  the  fhips  and  goods  belonging  to 
4Hiy  of  the  United  States  of  America,  be  they  private  or  pub- 
1^  property,  when  in  the  ports,  roads,  or  leas  adjoining  ihe 
^fiA  iflands,  &c.  belonging  to  their  faid  High  Mightincfles, 
^^  to  ufe  all  theii  endeavours  to  bring  about  a  reftitution  to 
^'be  made  to  the  owners,  or  their  agents,  of  all  vefl'cls  and 
l^jiooda  captured  within  their  jurifdidion;  and  the  ihips  of 
^I9tx  belonging  to  their  faid  High  Mightineflfes,  fliall  take 
ilRBder-tfaeir  prote£lion,  and  convoy  the  fliips  belonging  to 
the  laid  American  States,  or  any  of  the  fubjefls  or  inhabi- 
jbots  thereof,  following  the  fame  courfe,  and  defend  the  faid 
fllipas  long  as  they  fail  in  company,  againft  all  attacks,  vio* 
IcDoe,  or  oppremon,  in  like  manner  as  they  arc  in  duty 
V>vnd  to  defend  the  fliips  of  their  High  Mightineires,  the 
is9tn  United  Provinces  of  Holland. 

IX.  By«  this  article,  the  fame  obligation  is  laid  on  the 
^American  States,  in  favour  of  the  fhipping,  &c.  belonging 
.te  thofe  of  Holland. 

*  X.  Their  High  Mightincffes  the  States  of  Holland  fhall  in- 
,teqx>fe,  and  employ  their  good  offices  in  favour  of  the  faid 
.-American  States,  their  fubjcfts  and  inhabitants,  with  the  Em- 
i'peror  of  Morocco,  the  Regaoues  of  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tri- 
^jpoli,  and  all  along  the  coaft  of  Barbary  and  Africa,  and  with 
:-.tbe  Aibjeds  of  the  faid  powers;  that  the  ihips,  &:c.  of  the 
\  faid  American  States,  be  as  much  as  poffible,  and  to  the  beft 
hicVantage,  protefted  againft  the  violences,  infults,  Sec.  dc- 
Vol..  X.VI1I.  U  u  prcdalions 
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prcdations  of  the  abovefaid  Princes  and  fubjeds  on  the  coaft 
of  Barbary  and  Africa. 

XL  It  fhall  be  permitted,  and  granted  to  each,  and  cvciy 
fabjeft  and  inhabitant  of  the  contrading  powers,  to  leave^ 
bequeath,  or  difpofe  of,  in  cafe  of  lickneis,  or  at  their  deathi 
all  effefts,  goods,  merchandizes,  ready  money,  &c.  beioi 
their  property,  at  or  before  their  deceafe,  in  any  town,  iflaru^ 
&c.  belonging  to  the  refpedive  contraf^ing  powers,  in  favour 
of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  as  they  may  think  proper.  More- 
over, whether  the  faid  fubjefts  mould  die  after  having  made 
fuch  wills,  or  inteftate,  their  lawful  heirs,  executors,  or  admi- 
niftrators,  dwelling  in  any  part  of  the  poffeffions  ciSf  ihccon- 
trailing  powers,  or  aliens  coming  from  other  countries,  (hall 
be  at  liberty,  without  hindrance  or  delay,  to  claim,  and  take, 
poffeflion  of  all  fuch  goods  and  cfFeSs,  conformable  to  the  re- 
fpcftive  laws  of  each  country.  Nor  fhall  their  right  be  dif- 
puted,  under  pretence  of  any  prerogative,  peculiar  to  any(i> 
parate  province,  or  perfon  whatfoever.  Provided,  nevertll^\ 
lefs,  that  the  claim  to  the  efFeds  of  a  perfon  who  died  int^ 
flate,  be  fupported  by  fuch  proofs  as  the  laws  of  either  of  the 
contraAing  powers  have  provided  in  fuch  cafes;  all  lawi^ 
flatutes,  edids,  droits  (C  Auhaine^  &c.  to  the  contrary  not-  - 
withftanding.  .  ' 

XIL  The  efFeSs  and  property  of  the  fubjeftsof  either  rf  - 
the  contraSing  powers,  dying  in  any  town,  ifland,  &c.  be-  - 
longing  to  the  other,  fhall  be  fequeftered  for  the  ufe  of  die 
lawful  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  of  the  deceafed.  The  council,  er 
public  minder  of  the  nation,  to  which  the  perfon  thus  dyiag 
belonged,  (hall  take  an  inventory  of  all  fuch  goods,  efieSii 
papers,  writings,  and  books  of  accounts  of  the  deceaftii  - 
The  faid  inventory  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  three  ^ 
merchants  of  known  and  approved  integrity,  who  (hall  be  - 
nominated  for  the  purpofe  of  afting  as  truftees  lo  the  heifi,  e 
executors,  &c.  or  creditors  of  the  deceafed :  nor  (hall  any  - 
courts  of  judicature  interfere,  unlefs  the  faid  heirs,  te 
Ihould  require  it  in  the  due  courfe  of  law, 

XIIL  i  he  refpeftivc  fubjedls  of  the  contrafting  paitici, 
Aiall  be  at  liberty  to  choofe  for  themfclvcs  advocates,  atlor^ 
nies,  notaries,  folicitors,  and  agents ;  to  this  end,  that  fodi 
advocates,  &c.  fhall,  by 'the  judges  of  the  courts  aforefaH 
be  called  in,  if  the  laid  judges  flij^iild,  by  the  parties  be  r^ 
quired  fo  to  do. 

XIV.  The  niercbants,  commanders,  or  owners  t>f  lhipi||i 
r^itprc  pf  every  denomination,  ihips  or  v^flels^  effects,  anl 

goodil 
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goods  in  general,  belonging  to  either  party,  or  any  of  its  fub- 
l^s  or  inhabitants  fliall  at  no  time,  for  any  private  or  public 
purpofe,  by  virtue  of  any  edift  whatfoever,  be  taken,  or  de- 
clined in  the  countries,  ports,  illands,  &c.  belonging  to  either 
of  ihc  contrafting  parties,  to  be  employed  in  the  fcrvice  to 
Ebrward  military  expeditions,  or  any  other  purpjfe;  and 
idiach  Icfs  for  the  private  ufe  of  any  one,  by  violence,  or  other 
Cneans  made  ufet>f  to  moleft  or  infult  the  faid  fubje£ts.  It  is 
Eiirther  ftriftly  forbidden  to  the  faid  fubjefts,  on  both  fides, 
ftotto  take  away,  violently,  the  property  of  each  other  ;  but, 
die  confent  of  the  proprietor  once  obtained,  they  (hall  be  at 
Uberty  to  purchafc,  paying  ready  money  for  the  fame.  This 
■rtide,  however,  is  not  to  be  underftood  as  extending  to  fuch 
pafesy  where  the  feizure  fhall  be  made,  or  the  embargo  laid 
pqi^.the  authority  of  the  legiflative  power  for  debts  incurred; 
pr. crimes  committed,  which  Ihall  be  tried  by  the  due  courfe 
of  law. 

XV.  It  is  further  provided  and  agreed,  that  all  merchants, 
commanders  of  (hips,  and  other  fubjefts  belonging  to  their 
JBigh  Mightineflfes  the  States  of  the  leven  United  Provinces, 
itfaalL  regulate  their  private  affairs  by  themfelves,  or  by  fuch 
agents  as  they  may  choofe,  in  all  and  every  place  within  the 
nmicliftioD  of  the  United  States  of  America  :  nor  fhall  they 
M  compelled  to  employ  or  pay  any  interpreter  or  brother, 
bat  fuch  as  they  think, fit  to  appoint.  Moreover,  in  the 
lading,  or  unlading  of  fliips,  the  mailer  fhall  not  be  obliged 
to  employ  perfons  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  by  public  au- 
pOiority  ;  but  fhall  be  at  full  liberty  to  do  it  themfelves,  or 
KaU  in  the  affiftance  of  any  one  they  fhall  choofe,  without 
Ibang  liable  to  pay  any  fee  or  retribution  to  any  body  elfe. 
Slireiuier  fhall  they  be  compelled  to  land  any  particular  mer^^ 
l^iandize,  to  put  them  on  board  other  fhips,  to  take  others  on 
SycNun^  their  own,  without  their  free  confent ;  or  to  remain 
laden  longer  than  they  fhall  think  proper.  The  fubjeds  and 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America,  fhall  fully  en- 
^Sm  the  fame  privileges  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  States  of 
JE&nand. 

XVI.  In  cafe  any  diiputc  or  controverfy  fhould  arife  bc- 
jtpreen  the  mailer  of  a  (hip  and  his  crew,  belonging  to  one 
foS  the  two  nations,  and  then  in  any  port  within  the  domi- 
mioas  of  the  other,  concerning  the  payment  of  wages,  or  any 
f)Cher  matter  to  be  determined  by  the  civil  law,  the  magi- 
ftrate  of  fuch  port,  or  place,  fhall  only  require  the  defendant 
to  deliver  to  the  plaintiff,  a  declaration  under  his  hand,  and 
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witneffed  by  the  faid  magiftratc ;  by  which  the  faid  defen- 
dant fh  all  bind  hi  mfelf  to  appear,  and  anfwer  the  complaiDt 
laid  againft  him,  before  a  competent  judge  in  his  own  coun- 
try. This  being  done,  the  faid  crew  Ihall  not  be  permitted 
to  leave  the  fliip,  or  prevent  the  mafter  from  following  bit 
courfe.  The  merchants  of  either  nations  (hall  be  authorized 
to  keep  their  books  in  what  language  and  manner  they  may 
think  beft,  without  the  lead  hindrance  or  moleftation.  Bur, 
in  cafe  it  fhould  be  neceffary,  in  order  to  fettle  a  point  of 
law,  for  them  to  produce  their  books,  they  fliail  bring  them 
into  court  for  examination  ;  in  fuch  a  manner,  however, 
that  neither  the  judge,  nor  any  one  elfe,  whatfoever,  Ihall  be 
permitted  to  perufe  any  article  in  the  faid  books,  but  fuch  at 
may  be  abfolutely  necelTary  to  afcertain  the  authenticity  and 
regularity  of  the  faid  books.  Nor,  (hall  any  one,  under 
any  pretence  whatever,  prefume  to  force  the  faid  books  and 
writings  from  the  owners,  or  detain  them  :  cafes  of  bank- 
ruptcy alone  excepted. 

XVII.  The  (hips  of  either  nation,  bound  to  the  rcfpec- 
tive  ports,  (hall,  upon  a  juft  caufe  of  being  fufpe£ted,  eitber 
in  regard  to  their  deftinations  or  their  cargoes,  be  obliged  to 
produce,  either  at  fea,  in  the  roads,  or  ports,  not  onlv- their 
palTports,  but  alfo  certificates,  witneding  that  the  gooos  they 
have  on  board  are  not  prohibited  by  the  refpe&ivc  laws. 

XVIII.  If  upon  fuch  certificates  being  produced,  the  ex- 
amining party  ihould  difcover  that  fome  of  the  goods  men- 
tioned in  the  bills  of  lading  are  prohibited  by  this  treaty,  or 
bound  to  fome  port  belonging  to  the  enemy  ;  in  fuch  cafe  it 
(hall  not  be  lawful  to  break  into  any  part  of  the  (hip,  or 
force  any  trunk,  boxes,  barrels,  &c.    nor  even  to  difpUoe 
any  part  of  the  cargoes  (whether  fuch  (hip  belongs  to  Hol- 
land or  America)  to  come  at  the  faid  goods,  which  are  not 
in  any  ways  to  be  fearched  until  they  are  landed  in  prefenoe 
of  fome  officers  of  the  admiralty -court,  who  (hall  enter  i 
verbal  procefs  about  them.     Nor  (hall  it  be  permitted  to  fcllj 
exchange,  or  adulterate  the  faid  goods  in  any  wife,  till  tbc 
law  (hall  have  taken  its  courfe,  and  the  matter  be  determined 
by  the  fentence  of  the  refpeftive  admiralty-courts,  pronoun- 
cing them  feizable ;  the  (hip  and  other  parts  of  the  areo 
not  prohibited  by  the  treaty,  (hall  not  be  detained,  under  the 
pretence  of- part  of  the  lading  being  condemned,  and  muck 
lefs  confifcated  as  lawful  prizes^     But,  in  cafe  part  of  the 
cargo  (hould  confiil  of  the  fa?d  prohibited  goods,  and  ibc 
mafter  of  the  (hip  (hall  confent  to  deliver  them  up  immedi- 
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itcly,  then  the  captor,  having  taken  out  of  the  faid  (hip  the 
prohibited  goods,  fliall  ptrmit  the  mafter  to  continue  bis 
courfe  to  the  plnce  of  his  deflination:  yet,  if  all  the  pro- 
hibited goo^s  could  not  be  taki^n  on  board  the  captor,  the 
latter  fhall,' notwithftanding  the  mafter's  free  tender  of  the 
ikid  goods,  bring  the  former  into  the  neareft  port,  where  it 
Ihan  be  produced  in  manner  aforefaid. 

XIX.  It  is  agreed  on  the  contrary,  that  all  effefts,  &c. 
of  any  fubjed  of  cither  Hate,  found  on  board  any  (liip  taken 
liom  an  enemy,  fuch  efFe£^s,  &c.  though  they  be  not  pro- 
hibited by  any  article  of  this  treaty,  fhall  be  coniidered  as 
fawfpl  prize,  and  be  difpofcd  of  as  if  they  belonged  to  the 
enemy  :  (except  only  in  cafe  the  war  (hould  not  have  been 
proclaimed,  or  not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  proprietors 
cf  the  faid  efFefts,  &c  )  which,  in  fuch  cafes  only,  (hall  not 
be  liable  to  be  confifcated,  but  be  immediately  returned  to 
die  owners  without  any  delay,  upon  their  making  good  their 
diioi ;  provided,  ncvcrthelcfs,  that  the  faid  goods  are  not 
of  the  kind  which  are  prohibited  ;  nor  will  it  be  lawful  to 
Ihip  them  afterwards,  for  any  of  the  enemy's  ports.  The 
two  contraAing  parties  agreeing,  moreover,  that  fiK  months, 
Irooi  the  date  of  a  declaration  of  war,  will  be  coniidered  as  a 
fnfficieat  notice  to  the  fubjeAs  of  either  ftate,  whatever  quar- 
ter of  the  world  they  may  come  fiom. 

XX.  In  order  to  provide  further  for  the  fafety  of  the  fub- 
jcfts  on  both  fides,  that  neither  of  the  parties  mny  be  an- 
'Mycd  by  the  armed  fhif>s  or  privateers  belonging  to  the 
olner,  during  the  courfe  of  a  war,  particular  injunctions  fhall 
.-be laid  upon  the  commanders  of  Ihips  and  privateers,  &c.  &c, 
Mthe  refpeAive  fubjeds  of  the  contrading  powers,  not  to 
•¥ex  or  oiier  any  molcftation  to  any  one  of  them ;  and,  in 
><afe  of  fitilure- herein,  the  offending  party  (hall  be  punilhed, 
pad  compelled  to  make  good  the  damage,  their  perfons  and 
^fcrtnnes  anfwering  for  the  fame. 

*■    XXI.    All  (hips  and  efFefts  retaken  from  privateers  or  pi- 
Mtes,  ihall  be  carried  into  fome  of  the  ports  belonging  to 
siiher  ftate,   and  returned  to  the  owners,  upon  their  giving 
'fttisfsiAory  proofs  of  their  right  to  the  faid  re-captures. 
;    XXIL    It  fhall  be  lawful  for  all  commanders  of  (hips  of  / 
^War,  privateers,  &c.  to  carry  off  freely  all  fliips  and  elicfts 
'tiken  from  the  enemy,   witnout  being  fubjeft  to   pay  any 
■'duly  or  duties  to  the  admiralty  or  other  courts ;    nor  (hall 
"iiich  prizes  be  liable  to  be  detained  or  feizcd  upon  in  any  of 
the  ports- of  the  refpedive  ftatcs  :  the  fearching  ofRcers  mall 
OQit  be  permitted  to  vifit  or  fcarch  the  laid  prizes :  the  cap- 
tors 
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tors  whereof  will  be  at  liberty  to  put  back  to  fea,  and  convoy 
the  prizes  wherever  they  are  directed  to  be  carried  ;  as  fpeci- 
fied  in  the  orders  given  to  the  commanders  of  fuch  ihips, 
privateers,  &c.  which  they  {hall  be  obliged  to  produce.  But 
all  the  ports  of  both  ftates  fhall  be  (hut  againft  all  prizes  made 
on  the  fubje£ls  of  either  :  and  in  cafe  fuch  prizes  and  cap- 
tors fhould  be  driven  to  fome  of  the  faid  ports,  by  ftrels  of 
weather,  every  means  (hall  be  employed  to  haften  their  de- 
parture. 

XXIIL  Tn  cafe  any  (hips,  boats,  &c,  fhould  be  wrecked 
or  othecwife  damaged  on  the  coafts  of  either  of  the  contrafi- 
ing  flates,  all  aid  and  afiiftance  fhtill  be  given  to  the  dif- 
trtifed  crews,  to  whom  paiTes  and  free-conduA  ihall  be  grant- 
ed for  their  return  into  their  own  country. 

XXIV.  If  a  (hip  or  fhips,  either  of  war,  or  employed 
for  the  purpofe  of  trading,  by  one  of  the  ftates,  fhould,  by 
ftrefs  of  weather,  imminent  danger  from  pirates,  enemies, 
&c.  be  compelled  to  take  fbelter  in  any  ports,  rivers,  bayi|  ;  \ 
&c.  belonging  to  the  other,  they  fhall  be  treated  with  all 
humanity,  friendfhip,  and  moft  cordial  proteAion.  Lean 
fhall  be  granted  them  to  take  in  provifions  and  refrefhmenti 
at  a  reafonable  rate,  and  to  purchafe  whatever  tbey  may 
Hand  in  need  of,  either  for  themfelves  or  for  the  purpofe  df 
repairing  the  damage  they  may  have  fufFered,  andalfofor 
the  continuation  of  their  voyage.  No  obftacle  whatever 
fhiU  be  laid  in  their  way  to  ftop  or  detain  them  in  any  of  the 
laid  ports,  &c.  whence  they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  fail,  whco!-  | 
ever  they  may  think  fit.  i 

XXV.  In  order  to  put  commerce  in  the  mofl  flouriibiif  a 
ftate,  it  is  agreed,  that,  in  cafe  a  war  fhould  at  any  time  ^ 
break  out  between  the  contrafting  parties,  fix  months  Audi  J 
be  allowed  to  the  refpeftive  fubjefts  for  them  to  retire  with  i 
iheir  families  and  property,  to  whatever  place  they  may  4 
judge  proper  :  alfo  to  be  at  liberty,  during  the  above  fpace 
of  time,  to  fell  or  otherwiie  difpofe  of  their  goods  and  ciiat- 
tels,  without  the  leaft  hindrance  or  moleflation.  Bat  above 
all,  it  is  provided,  that  the  faid  fubje£ls  fhall  not  be  detain- 
ed, by  arreftment  or  feizure.  On  the  contrary,  during  the 
aforefaid  fix  months,  the  refpcflive  ftates,  and  their  fubjeAt| 
or  inhabitants,  fhall  have  good  and  fpeedy  juftice  done  to 
them  ;  fo  that,  during  the  fjiid  time,  they  may  recover  their 
goods  and  efFe£ts,  whether  they  be  in  the  public  funds,  or 
in  private  hands :  and,  if  any  part  thereof  fhould  happen 
to  be  embezzled,  or  that  any  infult  or  wrong  fhould  hM 
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xen  offered  to  the  fubjefts,  &c.  of  either  ftates,  the  offend- 
Hg  party^  fhall  give  immediate  and  convenient  fatisfaAioQ 
br  fuch  embezzlement,  wrong,  or  infult. 
'  XXVI.  The  fubjefts,  &c.  of  either  ftates  fliall  abftain 
Irom  requiring  or  accepting  any  commiflions  or  letters  of 
Harque  from  any  power  then  at  war  with  either  of  faid 
States^  fo  as  to  command  armed  (hips  againft  either,  and  to 
liheir  dctriaient ;  and  if  any  individual,  belonging  to  either, 
hould  fail  herein,  he  fhall  be  dealt  with  as  being  guilty  of 
piracy. 

XXVII.  It  fhall  not  be  lawful  for  any  privateer,  not  be- 
longing to  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  which  might  be 
fbrniflied  with  commiiSon,  or  letters  of  marque  from  any 

Ewer,  in  adual  enmity  with  either  of  them,  to  fit  out  their 
ips  in  any  port  belonging  to  the  faid  States,  therein  fell 
ibeir  prizes,  or  make  in  any  wife,  an  exchange  of  their  faid 
filipt)  merchandize,  goods,  or  effefts,  being  the  whole  or 
mrt  of  the  cargo  contained  in  the  aforefaid  captures.  Nor 
ihall  the  faid  commanders  be  permitted  to  take  iii  provifions, 
Imt  juft  as  much  as  will  enable  them  to  reach  a  port,  neareft 
to  the  dominion  of  their  employers. 

XXVIII.  Subjefts  and  inhabitants  of  both  the  contraft- 
ing  parties  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  navigate  their  fliips  (without 

Sf  diflinftion  of  owners,  to  whom  the  cargo  or  cargoes  may 
ong)  from  all  ports  whatever  belonging  to  the  powers, 
that  Uien  are,  or  afterwards  may  be,  in  amity  with  either  of 
the  aforementioned  States  ;  as  alfo  to  trade  in  their  way  to  or 
^^rom  fuch  places,  ports  and  towns  belonging  to  the  enemies 
>iiF  either  party,  whether  the  faid  place  be  within  the  jurif- 
^SiAion  of  one  or  more  powers.  It  is  alfo  hereby  ftipulated, 
that  the  freedom  of  (hipping  Will  be  extended  to  the  cargoes, 
Aclongin^  to  the  refpe£tive  fuhjedts  or  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
£tat6s^  though  the  whole,  or  part  of  the  faid  cargo  Ihould 
lie  the  enemy's  property.  This  privilege  is  alfo  to  be  con- 
ftrued  as  extending  to  all  perfons  whatever,  on  board  the  faid 
'fliips  (the  military  in  the  enemy's  fervice  only  excepted)  as 
w6ll  as  contraband  goods. 

XXIX.  This  article  contains  a  large  enumeration  of  the 
.goods  prohibited  to  be  carried  to  the  enemy,  which  com- 
jnchends  all  manner  of  warlike  ftores.  It  gives  alfo  an  ac- 
count of  fqch  goods  as  may  be  lawfully  exported,  namely, 
do^thing  and  other  manufactured  goods  of  wool,  cloth,  (ilks, 
.&c.  &c.  the  matters  employed  in  manufafturing  the  fame; 
fpld  and  filver  either  coined  or  in  bullion^  all  forts  of  metals, 
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corn  and  feeds,  fpices,  tobacco,  meat,  fait  or  fmoaked,  ami 
every  kind  of  eatables;  in  fine,  (hip  timber,  fails,  canvas, 
and  every  effefts  whatever  not  fafhioned  in  the  Iliape  of  any 
tool  or  warlike  inftiument  ufually  employed  in  war,  either 
by  fea  or  land,  all  the  aforefaid  goods  and  wares  fhall  at  do 
time  be  looked  upon  as  contraband,  and  may  be  carried  by 
the  fubjef^s  and  inhabitants  of  the  confederate  States,  even 
to  places  belonging  to  the  enemy  then  at  war  with  either 
party,  excepting  only  fuch  towns  and  places,  which  might 
happen  to  be  befieged,  furrounded,  or  blocked  up  at  the  time 
of  ihipping  ojff,  for  their  ufe,  the  faid  wares  and  goods. 

XXX.  in  order  to  prevent  all  diffention  and  difficulty 
which  might  arife  between  the  fubjedls  of  either  flate,  ia 
cafe  one  of  them  fhould  go  to  war  with  fon^e  other  power  or 
powers,  the  ihipping,  &c,  belonging  to  the  other  party,  (hill 
be  provided  with  letters  or  paffes,  fpecifying  the  name,  car- 
go, and  burthen  of  the  (hip,  together  with  the  captain  or 
i»after*s  name,  and  the  place  of  his  rcfidence  :  that  thus  it 
may  appear  that  the  fhip,  &c.  belongs  trtaly  to  the  faid  fub* 
jefis  and  inhabitants.  The  faid  pafs  to  be  worded  as  fliall  be 
mentioned  at  the  end  of  this  prefent  treaty. 

Thofc  letters,  or  palTes,  (hall  be  renewed  every  year,  if 
the  bearers  fhould  return  to  the  fame  port  within  that  timr. 
It  is  further  agreed,  that  befides  the  aforefaid  pa(res»  certifr- 
cates  fhall  be  given,   mentioning  every  part  of  the  caigoe%  , 
the  refpe£live  places  from  and  to  which  fuch  fliips  may  be  j 
bound.     The  faid  certificates  to  be  drawn  up  in  the  ufwl  "• 
form,   before  the  officers  of  the  place  from  whence  the  (kid 
ihips  are  to  fail ;  the  faid  officers  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  men- 
tion, by  name,  if  they  think  it  expedient,  the  owners  of  the 
cargo  or  cargoes, 

XXXI.  The  commanders  or  owners  of  (hips  btlongingto 
the  contrafting  parties,  entering  into  any  of  the  roads  of  cither 
of  the  faid  States,  who  may  not  think  proper  to  enter  into  port; 
or,  when  entered,  will  not  chufe  to  unload  cither  the  whole  or 
part  of  the  cargo,  fliall  not  be  compelled  to  declare  in  wh« 
it  confifts,  unle;s  a  well-grounded  ful'picion  fhould  arife,  on 
fome  evident  circumftances  of  their  being  laden  for  the  enemy, 
or  carrying  from  one  of  the  confederate  Mates  to  the  other, 
any  prohibited  goods ;  in  which  eafe,  fuch  commanderi, 
owners  or  inhabitants,  (hall  be  obliged  to  (hew  their  pafTports 
and  certificates,  drawn  up  in  the  manner  hereafter  mentioned. 

XXXIL  When  the  (hips  belonging  to  cither  (late,  fail- 
ing coaft-ways,  or  othcrwife,  (hall  be  mtt  by  the  (hips  of 
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war,  privateers,  &c.  of  the  other  party,  in  order  to  prevent 
mifchief,  the  latter  fhall  keep  out  of  the  reach  of  the  guns, 
though  it  will  be  lawful  for  them  to  fend  their  boats  to  board 
&e  abovefaid  merchant-men,  not  fuifering  above  two  or 
dirce  men  at  a  time  to  get  on  board  to  them ;  the  mailer,  or 
■nmmandcr  of  faid  (hips,  fhall  prefent  his  paiTports,  conform- 
abte  to  the  teoor  hereafter  recited.  After  which,  the  faid 
fhip,  or  merchant-man,  fhall  be  at  full  liberty  to  continue 
it!  voyage,  without  being  fearched,  chaced,  or  obliged  to 
alter  its  coarfe,  or  otherwife  molefled  under  any  pretence 
whatfbcver. 

<  XXXIII.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  all  goods  and  effcRt 
whatever,  being  once  put  on  board  of  a  fhip,  or  fhips,  be-* 
loaging  to  either  of  the  contrafting  parties,  fhall  not  be  liable 
I&  a  fecond  vifit,  or  fearch,  after  having  undergone  that 
which  mufi:  precede  the  lading  of  fuch  fhips ;  as  all  prohibited 
Mods  muft  be  flopped  on  the  very  fpot,  before  they  are  fuf- 
wend  to  be  carried  on  board  the  fhips  belon^ng  to  either 
paftT  ;  the  fame  not  being  liable  to  any  other  kind  of  embar- 
go for  the  aforefaid  caufe.  And  the  fubje£ts  of  either  ftate, 
where  fuch  etk£ts  fhall,  or  fliould  have  been  feized  upon, 
IbaU  be  panifhed  for  importing  the  fame,  according  to  the 
paaner  provided  by  the  laws,  cuftoms,  and  ordinances  of  his 
BWa  native  country. 

-^-  XXXIV.  The  contrafting  parties  mutually  agree,  that 
tjKj  fludl  be  at  liberty  to  have  their  refpe6live  confuls,  vice- 
Mllfalt,  commifTaries,  and  other  agents  appointed  by  and 
1^  each  party.  Their  fundions  and  of&cers  fhall  be  regu* 
iiled  by  a  particular  convention,  whenever  either  of  the  con- 
Krafting  powers  fhall  think  proper  to  appoint  fuch  officers. 
^  fibere  follows  the  form  of  the  paifport  and  certificate,  the 
intention  and  purport  of  which,  are  fufficiently  explained  in 
Ite  £KXth  article  of  this  treaty. 

J.  deNeufville,  (L.S.) 
W.  Lee,  (L.S.)* 

*  Papers  not  laid .  before  the  Houfe,  which  tend  to  ex- 
Siainthe  above  treaty  : 

-     CcffofA  UiHr  to  jkis  Excellency  B.  Franklin,  Efq,  at  Paris. 

Sia> 

As  your  Sxcellcncy  and  the  Right  Honourable  Congrefs  will  cer* 
Kaialy  be  already  completely  informed  of  my  interview  at  Aix-la-Cba« 
^le,  with  Mr,  William  Lee,  about  a  twrivemonth  ago,  in  the  pre- 
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fence  of  Mr.  William  Stockton ;  and  as  he  is  flionly  to  arrive  himfelf, 
1  have  made  no  difficulty,  and  it  gives  me  even  much  fatisfa£kion,  to  cx- 
pofe  unto  him  fomc  trifling  alterations,  of  no  great  confequcncc,  whicE 
arc  thought  ncceffary  to  be  rtadc  in  the  plan  of  the  treaty  of  coramcrctf 
which  is  now  to  be  looked  over  afrefti. 

'  The  differences  conftft  only  in  fupprcffing,  in  the  Vlih  article,  aB 
that  is  mentioned  there  concerning  religion ;  and,  in  fa£k^  it  is  abfo* 
lutely  not  proper,  that  any  mention  thereof  ihould  b«  made  between  two 
republics,  the  conllitutions  and  fundamental  laws  of  which  plead  aloud 
for  a  perfect  liberty  of  confcicnce. 

The  Xth  article,  concerning  the  Barbarian  power*^  is  binding  on 
both  fides,  in  cafe  the  fame  fliould  take  place  any  time  hereafter. 

The  other  fuppreflions  which  arc  thought  neceffary  in  the  articles 
VIII,  XXII,  and  XXVII,  are  for  the  greateft  part  eftabliflicd  to  pre- 
vent obje£lions.  For  this  reafon,  the  latter  part  of  the  Vlllth  article 
has  been  fupprelTed,  where  it  is  faid,  <*  and  their  Ihips  of  war,  or  con- 
voys, failing  under  authority,  &c,"  . 

It  has  likcwife  been  thought  proper  to  fupprefs  the  latter  part  of  the 
XXI Id  article,  which  begins  with  thcfe  words,  **  on  the  contrary,  fio 
afylum  or  refuge  ihall  be  granted,  &c.*' 

The  XXVIIth  article  at  prefcnt  ftands  thus  ;  "  it  {hall  not  be  bw- 
ful  for  any  privateer,  holding  any  commiiTions  err  letters  of  ifiai^e, 
from  any  Printe  off  power,  in  war  with  any  of  the  high  contnlfltin|f 
parties,  tt)  fit  out  theh*  ihipar  in  the  ports  belonging  to  either  of  the  COT' 
trailing  parties,  nor  therein  to  full  their  prizes^  nor  to  exchange  in  the 
other  manner  whatever,  the  ibips,  goods,  and  merchandiacs,  being 
either  the  whole,  or  part  of  the  cargo,  contained  in  the  faid  captures.'* 
•'  Theie  arc  the  meafurcs  that  have  been  taken  to  cflabliih  the  bafi»of 
this  treaty  j  and  from  a  particular  regard  for  the  Rigtvt  Honourable 
Congrcfs,  having  by  us  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  fuch  as  it  was  drawnnp 
at  firft,  and  fuch  as  it  (lands  at  prcfent,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  in- 
form your  Excellency  of  the  ftate  in  which  this  important  affair  ii  tf 
prefent,  and  which  we  fhall  always  be  ready  to  forward  with  Ac  fitfe 
zeal  with  which  it  has  been  begun. 

Mr.  Stockton  will  like  wife  inform  your  Exeelleficy  withfbmccAer 
affairs,  which  (land  in  need  of  fon>e  explanations. 

Wiihing  that  the  union  of  the  Twenty  States  may  foon  be  eftablifli- 
cd upon  a  permanent  footing,  wc  remain,  with  the  moft  perfc^  confi* 
deration  and  cSLctm,  Your  Excellency's 

Mod  humble  and  mod  obedient  fenraDts, 
Amfterdaniy  July  i%^  i779»  John  DE  Neufville  and  Sos. 

Extrna  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Stockton, /(^  the  Rev.  Dr,  Wl* 
THERSPOON,  Member  ofCongrefsy  dated  Amfterdam,  April  14,  i779* 

You  will  certainly  have  feen,  before  now,  the  plan  of  a  treaty  o^ 
amity  and  commerce,  as  deftined  to  be  concluded  hereafter  between  the 
ftatcs  of  Holland  and  the  united  ftates  of  North  America,  (everal  cojnci 
thereof  having  been  fent  to  America  fomc  time  ago.     That  plan  wf 
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figned  on  the  4th  of  September  laft,  on  the  part  of  the  city  of  Amfter- 
dim,  by  John  de  Ncufvillc,  cfq.  properly  deputed  for  that  purpofcby 
the  penfionary  and  the  burgomafters  of  the  laid  city,  and  by  W.  Lee, 
ifi).  commiffioncr  from  the  Congrefs,  to  whom  the  propofitions  for  the 
aid  treaty  were  made  through  the  channel  of  the  laid  Mr.  de  Neufvillc. 

\xtraQ  from  the  Speech  of  M.  Van  Pa  est,  Magiftrate  of  Amfterdam^ 
to  the  States  of  Holland  and  If^rjl  Friejland,  on  the  it^th  of  November 
1780. 

The  Burgomaftcrsy  after  having  been  informed  that  a  Commiflioner 
f  the  Coogrefs  of  North  America  had  made  ibme  overtures  to  a  Dutch 
Mfchant  of  Amfterdaro,  that  they  had  an  intention  of  forming  fome 
xnmercial  ties  with  this  republic,  compriiing  on  one  part  that  from  the 
ircumihincc  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  not  having  yet 
MU  ackaow]cdged  as  an  independent  (late,  it  was  impollible  to  prefent 
»  your  Noble  and  Great  MightinelTes  any  impofitions  tending  to  the 
ammencement  of  a  formal  ncgociatiun;  whilH  the  Burgnmallcrs  were 
o  left  perfuaded  that  "  on  account  of  the  jealoufy  already  difpiayed, 
ad  continually  increafing  in  the  neighbouring  powers  on  the  fubje£k  o£ 
^e  cominerce  and  navigation  of  this  country,  as  well  as  on  account  of 
11  the  enterprizca  undertaken,  which  are  too  notorious  not  to  create  ia 
icm  a  perpetual  partiality  towards  the  welfare  of  this  ftate,  and  in- 
ace  diem  to  grant  on  this  occafion,  advantages  which  are  not  ftipu- 
ited  in  treatit^s  of  peace  and  commerce ;"  Ihcir  indifpenGbIc  duty  rc- 
oired  that  they  {bould  make  lUch  ufc  of  the  overtures  prcfented  by  the 
ud  American  Commiifioner,  as  the  fituation  of  affairs  would  admit. 
lilt  in  the  prefent  circumftanccs  they  could  no  do  orhcrwifc  than  give 
imuch  hope,  as  the  Burgomaflcrs  could  a£i;ualiy  at  a  proper  time  fuU 
1,  and  exa£b,  on  the  other  hand,  every  thing  that  the  above  mention* 
i  American  Commiiiionery  aud  thui'c  whom  he  reprcfcntcd,  could 
comife. 

**  And  this  laft  point  was  chiefly  to  conftitute  the  proiinife,  ^'  that  on 
Mount  of  the  prefent  negociation  of  an  accommodation  with  England 
Qnder  the  ftipulation  of  independence)  they  were  not  to  promife  any 
Kclufive  adnintages  icfpc6^ing  commerce  that  might  be  detrimental  to 
le  republic  of  the  United  Provinces  ;*'  the  Burgomaftcrs  on  their  parts 
Dt  being  able  to  promife  any  thing,  but  that  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
ate,  which  might  le  commenced  for  fortiiing  a  treaty  of  commerce 
Dot  only  between  the  city  of  Am(\erdam  and  the  United  Sutes  of 
Forth  America,  but  between  thofe  dates  and  their  High  Mightineffes. ) 
*heyy  cafu  quoy  in  thefe  deliberations  of  the  Itate,  and  not  in  any 
iier*  would  do  all  in  their  power  for  cftablifliing,  as  foon  as  the  inde- 
sndency  of  North  America  ihould  be  acknowledged  by  England,  in 
le  mod  advantageous  manner,  the  navigation  and  commerce  between 
le  reciprocal  dates;  from  whence  it  na:urally  relulted,  that  on  each 
de  a  plan  was  projeftcd,  to  which,  as  fqr  as  could  with  probability  be 
trefecoy  the  reipcitive  fovcreigns  woi  Id  have  given  thcii  concurrence, 
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'*  Thcfc  ideas  of  the   Burgomaftcrs,  which  had  not  folcly  in  view 
the  private  intcrcft  of  the  merchants  refiding  at  Amftcrdam,  but  that 
of  the  commerce  of  all  the  republic  in  general  i  ideas  which  befides 
can  hardly  be  fufpe£lcd  of  originating  in  a  defign  to  injure,  or  flicw 
contempt  to  any  member  of  the  fupreme  government^  fmce  without 
their  concurrence  and  unanimous  confcnt,  no  treaty  could  be  conclud- 
ed between  their  High  Mightinefles  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, infomuch  that  whatever  might  be  treated  of  before  fuch  a  fanflion 
was  given  to  it,  could  only  be  confidered  as  a  Ample  projcft  j  in  one 
word,  fuch  a  defign  might  without  doubt  have  been  conceived  by  the 
members  of  the  fupreme  government,  have  been  laid  before  the  eyes  of 
your  Noble  and  Great  MightinefTes,  and  there  have  been  propofed  as 8 
fubjeft  of  deliberation,  without  fuch  a  proceeding  ever  being  difap- 
proved  of  on  the  part  of  a  member,  or  your  being  able  to  find  it  iin< 
proper  J  and,  what  is  yet  more,  it  has  never  become  a  queftion,  whe» 
ther  or  no  a  member  of  the  fupreme  government  had  occafion  for  in/ 
authority,  in  forming  fimilar  proje6bs,  and  prefenting  them  for  deli- 
beration. 

"  From  thcfe  confiderations  the  Burgomafters  took  the  refolutioaof 
employing  their  mod  ancient  pendoner  to  declare  in  their  name  to  the 
American  Commiffioner,  that  in  cafe  the  negociation  commenced  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of  Nordi 
America,  did  not  contain  any  conditions  contrary  to  the  advantage  of 
this  republic,  the  Burgomafters  then  on  their  fides,  as  foon  as  the  inde- 
pendency of  the  itatcs  ihould  have  been  acknowledged  by  £ngland, 
would  exert  their  utmoft  power  that  the  treaty  of  commerce  which  had 
been  proje£led  and  approved  of,  might  be  agreed  to,  and  ratified  by  the 
other  CO- allies.  That  befides  this,  and  with  their  confent,  the  faid 
penfioncr  had  employed  the  merchant  of  Amfterdam  in  queftion,  to 
continue  the  above  mentioned  conferences  with  the  faid  AmericiB 
Commiffioner,  and  to  form  with  him  a  plan  for  a  treaty  of  commerce, 
which,  as  foon  as  the  indepen'dcncc  in  queftion  fhou Id  have  been  a&i 
knowlcdged,  might  have  been  propofed  as  an  objeft  for  the  delibera- 
tion of  your  Noble  and  Great  Mightineflfes,  by  the  magiftracy  of  the 
city  of  Amfterdam. 

**  Such  has  been  throughout  this  affair,  the  conduct  of  the  Bnrgo* 
makers,  and  their  minifter ;  in  which  they  have  had  evidently  no  other 
yiew  but  that  of  guarding  the  commercial  intereft  of  the  republic;  in- 
fomuch, that  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  particular  member  of  the  go- 
vernment of  this  province,  to  have  falhioned  it  fo  as  to  have  prevented 
the  refult  of  it  from  being  the  fmalleft  difadvantage  to  any  of  the  other 
piembcrs. 

"  It  is  true,  that  this  proceeding  will  in  all  probability  difpleafs 
thofe  powers,  who  view  the  commercial  profperity  of  this  county  with 
an  unfavourable  eye ;  but  however  that  may  be,  we  can  fcarcely  ima- 
gine it  poiliblc,  that  the  members  who  compofe  the  afTembly  of  your 
J^oble  and  Great  Mightihefles,  can  confider  our  condu6b  as  a  private 
corrcfpondencc,  and  fccret  negocintion,  incompatible  ivith  the  intereft 
or  the  ftatej  j  and  we  think  h  may  be  concluded  from  what  has  been 
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ftated,  that  the  Burgomailcrs  in  a£^ing  thus,  have  not  formed  any 
cpgageCQent  whatever,  but  have  merely  palled  a  declaration  of  what  at 
a  proper  time,  in  cafe  of  a  regular  treaty  of  commerce  taking  place^ 
thc^  intended  fully  to  ratify."  4 


The  titles  of  the  papers  were  read  by  the  clcrkj  after 
which  Mr.  BurJte  rofe,  and  began  with  obferving,  that  how-  ^''  ^"'^^ 
ever  light  a  war  with  the  States  of  Holland  might  be  in  the 
opiAions  of  fome  men^  he  was  one  of  thofe  old  fools,  who 
lad  not  forgot  the  old  fafhioned  idea,  that  going  to  war  was, 
iCall  events,  a  very  ferious  matter,  a  matter  which  nothing 
bnt  great  neceflity  could  juftify.  He  did  not  intend  to 
trouble  the  Houfe  with  his  opinion  on  the  war  with  Holland, 
becaufe  he  was  not  yet  fufficiently  informed  upon  the  fuli- 
jfifL  I  nor  did  he  conceive  from  the  heads  of  the  papers  juft 
leady  that  he  was  likely  to  get  the  information  neceffary  for 
^Ui&y  and  necelTary  for  the  Houfe,  before  they  came  to  any 
jtecifiye  judgment  upon  what  the  King's  miniuers  had  done. 
Se  did  not,  if  his  car  had  not  been  deceived,  hear  the  clerk 
scad  the  title  of  a  memorial  which  had  been  delivered  by  Sir 
jjo&ph  Yorke  in  the  year  1777  5  ^  memorial,  which  he  could 
WM  not  bnt  confider  as  highly  neceiTary  to  be  laid  before  the 
JBaak  with  the  others.  Though,  for  want  of  the  proper 
■nfiDrmatioo,  the  juftice  of  the  war  perhaps  could  not  be 
Catec^d  upon,  yet  there  were  other  conliderations  well  worth 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe ;  the  queftion  ftrucR  him  as  a 
prndentiatqueftion,  for  circumflanced  as  we  were,  the  pru- 
dence and  the  policy  of  the  war  were  not  lefs  important 
points  to  be  examined  than  its  juftice.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
|S^  minifiry  had  reduced  Parliament  to  the  alternative 
BaAcr  of  fopporting  the  war,  or  of  becoming  liable  to  the 
^Varge  of  abandoning  the  caufe  of  their  country,  that  they 
tud  a^iple  proof  to  lay  before  the  Houfe,  that  the  war  was 
prudent,  or  that  it  was  unavoidably  neceiTary.  The  mani- 
C^fto  ibted,  that  a  treaty  was  entered  into  between  the  city 
oi  Amfterdam  and  America  ;  this  was  a  fad  which  lay  with 
Winiften  to  make  out.  The  treaty,  the  title  of  which  the 
Kink  had  joft  read,  as  the  title  of  one  of  the  papers,  was, 
Bii  the  exprefs  terms  of  it,  the  plan  of  a  treaty,  or  the  rough 
4^tof  a  compaft  hereafter  to  be  entered  into  between  the 
iflKended  contracting  parties.  He  wifhed  to  know,  whether 
the  King's  fervants  had^  either  among  Mr.  Laurens's  papers, 

or 
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or  by  any  other  means,  obtained  a  copy  of  any  treaty  ac- 
tually entered  into  and  executed  ?  The  treaty,  the  tiileof 
which  had  juft  been  read,  depended  entirely  upon  cvcntSj 
'  that  were  unknown  and  might  not  happen,  in  which  cafe  the 

treaty  was  never  to  be  ratified.  This  treaty,  therefore,  wai 
no  more  than  a  fpcculative  eflay,  a  mere  contemplative 
projeft. 

He  faid  that  he  fhould  referve  his  further  fentiments  upon 
his  Majefty's  meffage  till  a  future  day;  but  he  could  not 
avoid  reprobating  the  late  long  adjournment  of  Parliamenti 
as  a  matter  highly  criminal  in  minifters,  who  (as  they  muft 
have  known  that  a  war  with  Holland  was  likely  to  take 
place,)  ought  not  to  have  adjourned  Parliament,  or  but  for 
a  very  Ihort  period.  How  that  adjournment  came  to  be  for 
fo  long  a  time,  and  why  fo  material  a  circumftance  as  a  de- 
claration of  war  with  Holland  was  ventured  on  by  minifters 
during  a  recefs,  when  there  was  the  ftrongeft  reatbn  for  tfaeo 
to  have  kept  Parliament  in  hand,  w^as  a  matter  which  would 
be  well  worth  a  future  enquiry.  He  concluded  with  aikiog, 
whether  thp  iQemorial  of  1777  was  delivered  with  the  otbeii 
or  not } 
UrdMrf>.  Lord  N^rth  faid,  everjr  paper  referred  to  in  his  M?jcfty*i 
manifefto,  wasthen  on  the  table  *. 

The  clerk  then  read  9II  the  papers. 

Lord 

♦  This  Memorial  was  not  laid  before  the  Roufc,  but  thp  follomBg 
is  a  copy  of  it : 

Memoriai  prefented  by  Sir  Jajeph  Yorke  to  the  States  Gexerait  •»  ^ 
twentj'firfi  Day  of  February ^  1777. 

**  SINCE  the  comnvcnceracnt  of  the  unnatural  rebellioii,  Hwk 
has  broke  out  in  the  Englifli  colonies  againft  the  legal  conftitutioo  o{ 
the  mother  country,  the  underfigned  ambalTador  extraordinary  and  pie* 
nipotentiary  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  has  had  frequent  occa* 
Hons  to  addrefs  himfclf  to  your  High  MightineiTes^  in  thenaoKof 
his  mailer,  to  engage  them  by  all  motives  of  national  inrereft,  of  good 
neighbourhood,  of  fricndfliip,  and  finally  of  treaties,  topnt  ft  ftopto 
the  clandeftine  commerce  which  is  carried  on  between  their  fnbjffii 
.mi  the  rebels.  If  the  meafures  which  your  High  Mightineflet  bav< i 
tnought  proper  to  take  had  been  as  cfHcacious  as  your  aifurancei  hire 
hccn  amicable,  the  underfigned  would  not  now  hav€  been  under  tl* 
difagreeable  necelfity  of  bringing  to  the  cognizance  of  your  VC^ 
MightineiTe?,  f<i6ts  of  the  moft  fcrious  nature. 

"  The  King  hath  hitherto  borne,  with  uncxamjiiled  patience,  the 
irrt-gular  conduct  of  youi  fubjcAs  in  ihcir  intcfeftcd  commerce  at  St 
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Lord  North  rore  again,  and  declared,  that  he  thought  the 
entrance  into  a  war  at  all  times,  a  very  ferious  matter ;  but 
M  the  prefent  occafion,  he  thought  it  ftill  more  ferious,  be- 
canfe  that  the  war^  which  his  Majefty  had  thought  himfelf 
obliged  to  enter  into,  was  a  war  with  Holland,  our  old  and 
natiiral  ally,  between  whom  and  this  country  there  had  Tub- 
fiftsd  an  alliance  for  more  than  a  century  :  an  alliance  formed 
oachat  broad  line  of  policy,  which  originally  pointed  out  the 
aecefficy  of  it,  and  which  had  been  a  Iburce  of  great  benefit 
to  both  countries.  It  was  not,  therefore,  as  his  Majefty 
kad  beeo  pleafed  to  declare  in  his  meifage,  without  the  deepeft 
ngret^  that  he  felt  himfelf  indifpenfibly  obliged  to  put  an 

^  end 

Suftatia,  ti  alio  in  Aitierica.  His  Majcdy  has  always  flattcfcj  him* 
ftlf^  that  in  giving  time  to  your' High  Might! ncffcs  to  examine  to  the 
bottom  thii  condu6^9  fo  irregular  an<i  fo  infufferablc,  they  \\t>uld  hava 
tikeii  toeafuret  neceiTary  to  reprcfs  the  abufc,  to  rcflram  their  fubjc^s 
within  botlnds^  and  to  itiakc  them  rcfpeci  the  rights  and  friendfbip 
«f  Great  Briuift. 

"  The  complaints  which  I  have  orders  to  make  to  their  High 
Migfadneflcfl,  arc  founded  upon  authentic  documents  annexed  to  tni9 
Biemoria]»  where  their  High  MightinciFcs  will  fee  with  aftoni(hmenC| 
andl  doubt  not  at  tha  fame  time  with  difpleafure,  that  tlwir  new  go- 
vernor, M.  Van  Graaf,  after  having  permitted  an  illicit  commerce  at 
St«  Euhatia,  hath  paitcd  his  forgotfulncfs  of  his  duty  to  tha  point  of 
(ouuTing  at  the  Americans  in  their  hoilile  equipments,  and  the  per- 
BUttxngthe  icizure  of  an  Englilh  vclTcl,  by  an  American  pirate,  within 
Ctonon  ikot  of  that  ifland.  And  in  aggravation  to  the  affront  given 
Id  the  Englifli  nation,  and  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  to'rcturnfrom 
Ae  fortreli  of  his  government  the  falutc  of  a  rebel  flag.  In  return  to 
the  amicable  reprefentations  made  by  the  prefident  of  the  neighbour^ 
1^.  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher,  on  thefc  fadls  of  notorioty,  M.  Van 
Ofillf  luf  anfwered  in  a  manner  the  mod  vague  and  uniatisfa£tory, 
icfkfing  to  enter  at  all  into  the  iubjo^,  or  into  an  explanation  of  tha 
auttcr  with  a  member  of  his  Majefty's  council  of  St.  Chriftopher's, 
iiipatehed  by  the  prefident  for  that  purpolb. 

"  Aftet  exhibiting  the  documents  annexed,  nothing  remaitfs  with 
mthut  to  add,  that  the  King,  who  had  read  them,  not  with  Ms  fur- 

gisa  than  indignation,  hath  ordered  me  to  exprcflly  demand  of  your 
i|(h  Mightinefli:s,  a  formal  difavowai  of  the  falutc  by  Fort  Orange, 
m  SC*-£uffeiitia)  to  the  rebel  Oiip,  the  difmiiiion  and  immediate  recal  of 
OoiveRior  Van  Oraaf,  and  to  daclare  further,  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
{ifty,  that^intil  that  fatitfaflion  is  given,  fhey  are  not  Co  expe£V  that 
hii'  M^jofty  will  fuffcr  himfelf  to  be  amufcd  by  mere  alTurances,  or 
that  he  will  delay  one  inflaat  to  take  fuch  msnfurcs  as  he  ihall  think 
dne  to  the  interefts  and  dignity  of  his  crown. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Yorke. 

Given  at  the  Hague  Feb.  «i,   i777." 
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end  to  that  alliance,  and  to  commence  boftrlities  againft  the 
United  States,  who,  in  open  violence  of  treatic?,  had  not 
only  refufed   to  give  Great   Britain  that  afliftance,  whidi 
thole  treaties  entitled  her  to  claim   when  attacked  by  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  but  alfo  in  direft  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations,  had,  fof  a  long  time  contributed  as  far  as  they  coold, 
to  furnifh    France  with  warlike  ftores,  and  at  length  had 
thought  proper  to  countenance  the  magiftracy.  of  Amfterdam 
in  their  infalt  upon  this  country,  by  entering  into  a  treaty 
with  the  rebellious  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  as  free  and  m- 
dcpendent  ftatcs.     He  faid  he  would  lay  before  the  Houfe  a 
fhort  recapitulation  of  the  many  provocations  given  by  the 
States  General  to  Great  Britaiwr    By  the  treaty  of  Wcft- 
minftcr,  agreed  upon  in  the  year  1678;    it  was  ftipulated, 
that  in  cafe  Great  Britain  was  Attacked  by  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  fhe  had  a  right  to  take  her  choice  of  either  calling 
upon  the  States  General  to  become  parties  in  the  war,  and 
to  attack  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  within   two  months,  or  of 
requiring  an  aid  of  6000  troops  and   20  fhips  of  war,  which 
the  States  were   to  fur nifli  immediately  after  the  claim  was 
made.     His  Lordfhip  faid  this  country  had  always  prefervel  ^ 
her  faith  with  Holland;    and  had  in  confequence  of  a  chio 
from  the  ftates,  fent    io,cx>o  of  her  troops  over  there,  and 
(hewn  herfelf  ready  on  every  occafion  to  perform  all  the 
conditions    to    which  fhe  had    made  herfelf  liable.     Hii 
Lordihipfaid  he  would   next  ftate  the  particular  ofieafive 
parts  of  the  conduft  of  the  States  General  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  American  war« 

Firft,  the  fufFering  Paul  Jones,  a  Scotchman  and  a  pirat^ 
ading  without  legal  authority  from  any  acknowledged  go- 
vernment, to  bring  Britifh  (hips  into  their  ports,  and  refit 
there ;  that  fainting  a  rebel  privateer  at   St.  Euftatia,  after    , 
fufFering  her  to  capture  two  Britifh  (hips  within  caaoQO  (hoT    \ 
of  their  caflles  and  forts ;  and  their  countenancing  the  con-    ; 
duft  of  Van  Berkel  and  Monfieur  dc  Neufville,  who  hid 
drawn  up  and  figned  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  America  as  in-    , 
dependent  ftates,  during  their  revolt  from  the  authority  of 
this  country.     His  Lordfhip  then  mentioned  the  fevend  me?  -J 
roorials  delivered  by*Sir  Jofeph  Yorkc;  the  firft  was,  whea  ' 
the  war  with  Spain  broke  out,  to  claim  the  aid  wc  were  eft* 
titled  to  require,  by  the  treaty  of  Weftminftcr.  VTo  thi» 
purpofe  a  memorial  was  prefented  at  the  Hague  in  June  I779> 
of  which  not  the  leaft  notice  was  taken  on  the  part  of  the 
ftates:  two  other  notices  had  been  fince  delivered,  when  each 

flwrcd 
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urcd  the  fame  fate.     The  reafon  why  miniflers  did   no^ 
rqpced  to  ftrong  meafures  on  thefe  flights,  his  lordfhip  faid* 
rcrfe  from  their  earneft  wi(h  to  avoid  a  war  with  Holland* 
Uch. induced  them  to  catch  at  any  thing  that  tended  to  make 
icm  flatter  themfelves  that  the  States  would  vetdojuftice  to 
rrcat  Britain,  and  comply  with  the  obligation  of  their  fo«> 
sq^n  treaty  ;  the  terms  and  conditions  of  which,  were,  as 
fi  I)m1  already  faid,  difbated  by  the  foundeft  policy,  and  on 
he  ftriA  and  pundual  obfervance  of  which,  the  true  intcrefts 
)f  both  countries  fo  immediatly  and  fo  obvioufly  depended, 
liat  they  could  not  bring  themfelves  to  imagine  Holland 
X>idd  be  fo  blinded  by  any  arts  of  an  iniidious  and  treache- 
rcHit  power,  (  not  more  the^atiiral  enemy  of  Great  Britain, 
than  the  natural  enemy  of  the  United  States !  )  as  to  forfake 
ud  abandon  her  treaty,  and  allift  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  in 
a|i  BDJuft  war,  which  (he  had  commenced  againft  Great  Bri- 
Ilia.    Strange  and  unaccountable  as  the  condufi  of  Holland 
vu,.  and   detrimental  as  her   ingratitude    to  this  country 
nnfttn  the  end  prove  to  herfelf,  fuch  had  been  the  power  of 
-aTrench  faftion  in  Holland,  that  they  had  at  length  prevailed 
atddeluded  the  States  into  a  conduA  equally  inimical  to  the 
fadtholder,  and  inimical  to  Great  Britain.     The  Britifh  mi- 
wfinr,  hia  lordfhip  faid,  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  bring 
lif.atatesto  a  true  fenfe  of  their  interefl ;  and  when  the  nc- 
cd^tey  of  the  cafe  obliged  them*to  feizc  on  Dutch  fhips  car- 
rying ftores  to  France,  they  had  paid  the  full  value  for  the 
<^oeSy  and  returned  the  Ihips,  fo  that  neither  the  private 
omcbaot^  the  private  adventurer,  nor  the  ftates,  had  fufFer- 
cd;. -France  only  had  felt  the  meafure  by  her  being  deprived 
4(thataffiilance  which  the  frieghts  would  have  given  her. 
.  h  aofwer  to  Mr.  Burke's  remark,  that  the  treaty,  the  title 
Af  which  had  juft  been  read,  was  nothing  more  than  a  con- 
tenplative  projefi:,  his  lordfhip  faid,  it  was  actually  figned  and 
ftilcid^  the  names  of  the  pcnfionary  of  Amflerdam  and  Mon- 
fiearde  Neufville,  a  merchant  and  burgcfs  of  that  city,  be- 
ing fubfcriE>ed  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  magiftracy  of  Ainfter- 
Wi,.  and  the  name  of  John  Lee,  as  commflioner  or  agent 
&rt]ieGongref8  of  Amenca,^  but  even  allowing  for  the  whole 
AXteDt  of  the  honourable  gentleman's,  argument,  furely  when 
Uio  powers  ftood  concfted  together  by  folemn  treaty  and 
•adent  alliance,  as  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  Great  Britain 
»liwe,  it  made  very  little  difference  in  the  fcale  of  offence 
Mi  provocation,  whether  a  treaty  like  that  of  the  peniionary 
-VtaBexkel,  was  fully  ratified  and  confummatcd,  or  only  in 
.  Vot,  XVIII.  Y  y  pio^retfioa. 
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progrcilion.  But  to  put  the  matter  out  of  qucflion,  let  ihe 
honourable  gentleman  recollcft,  that  the  States  General  had 
refufed  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  rcquifition  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  memorial,  delivered  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  that  pro- 
proper  notice  might  be  taken  of  Van  Bcrkel  and  his  affociatcs; 
(as  far  as  fuch  a  rcfufal  could  be  implied  by  a  contcmpruoui 
CIcnce)  and  further ,  that  fo  far  from  difavowing  the  faft,  or 
attempting  to  palliate  it,  the  principal  magiftratcs  of  Amfter* 
dam,  not  only  avowed  the  whole  tranfaflion,  but  gloried  in 
it ;  and  expreflly  declared,  even  to  the  States  General,  that 
what  they  had  done,  was  what  their  indif\^eniiblc  duty  re- 
quired.  His  lordfhip  took  notice  of  the  court  of  Madricl'i 
having  been  induced,  by  the  ir\|Kigues  of  the  French  cabinet, 
to  fend  a  hoftile  refcript  to  the  court  of  London  ;  and  ob- 
Icrved,  that  atone  period  of  the  cnfuing campaign,  England 
faw  in  her  channel  a  combined  fleet  of  the  enemy,  infinuef 
fuperior  to  the  famous  Spanifh  armada.  He  faid,  that  he 
lamented  the  necefBty  of  a  war  with  Holland,  but  faid  it  was 
an  unavoidable  meafure.  The  fituation  of  this  country  hi* 
lordlhip  confefled  to  be  truly  alarming;  but  when  he confi- 
dercd  the  powerful  ftand  that  had  already  been  made  againft 
the  moft  powerful  confederacy  that  had  ever  been  formed 
againft  Great  Britain,  the  little  fuccefs  the  enemies  of  thii 
country  had  met  with  in  all  their  various  attempts  againft 
us,  and  the  fpirit  and  refources  of  the  nation,  he  did  not  fee 
that  gloomy  and  uncomfortable  profpeft  defcribed  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  Our  difficulties  were 
certainly  great;  but  he  trufted  they  were  by  no  means  in- 
fuperable.  He  was  neither  defirous  of  concealing  their  rmg' 
nitude,  nor  afraid  to  meet  them,  great  as  they  mud  be  ac- 
knowledged ;  becaufe  he  was  convinced,  that  when  the  force 
of  this  country  was  fully  exerted,  it  was  equal  to  the  contcft, 
and  that  the  only  means  of  obtaining  |an  honourable  and  juft 
peace,  was  to  fhew  ourfclvcs  capable  of  carrying  on  the  war 
with  fpirit  and  vigour. 

His  lordfhip  took  notice  of  what  Mr.  Burke  had  faid  on 
the  late  adjournment,  and  declared,  that  it  would  have  been 
equally  agreeable  to  him,  if  the  Houfe  had  fat  the  whole 
time ;  that  with  regard  to  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
the  matter  was  by  no  means  fo  certain  in  the  vic^  of  the 
King's  fervants,  as  to  render  it  incumbent  on  them  toftate 
the  fituation  of  affairs  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  plead  it  as  an 
argument  for  their  continuing  to  fit  during  a  recefs,  which 
for  various  reafons  was  highly  necefTary  to  many  gendcnien. 
When  the  anfwci  of  the  States  was  fent  by  Sir  Jofcph 
'  Yorke, 
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cc,  in  December  1780,  and  it  appeared  from  it,  that, 
ad  of  going  fully  into  the  biifinefs,  and  coming  to  a  fa- 
Ekory  determination  upon  the  fnbjeft  of  the  frcqnent  me- 
al^ pefented  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  States 
chofen  to  take  the  nuittcr  adrefercndtrnty  and  put  it  off  to 
ry  late  day  indeed  ;  it  became  then  immediatly  neceflary 
bis  Majefty  to  a£l  with  firmnefs,  and   not  to  lofe  a  mo* 
t  before  he  proceeded  to  endeavour  at  leaft  to  do  himfelf 
:c.     His  lordfhip  concluded  with  producing.  An  humble 
efs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty  from  the  Houl'e  for  his  moft 
lous  mefTage,  and  for  the  regret  with  which  he  had  cn- 
I  into  the  war  with  Holland,  a  war  which  his  Majefty 
declared  nothing  but  unavoidable  neceflity  had  obliged 
to  undertake.     The  addrefs  concluded  with  a  moft  loyal 
ance,  that  the  Houfe  would  chearfully  affift  and  fupport 
Majefty  againft  all  his  enemies  :  which  addrefs,  his  lord- 
faid,  was  drawn  up  in  language  the  moft  proper  for  the 
ife  to  adopt,  and  he  therefore  moved  it. 
ord  Ltwnjbam  faid,  he  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion.     His  ^^ 
[hip  began  with  a  recapitulation  of  former  affairs.    Every  jp^j-^^^^ 
leman  prefent  knew,  he  faid,  that  the  nK>ft  wanton  wars 
oft  Holland  had  taken  place  in  thofe  periods,  when  the 
rcfts  of  the  crown  and  of  the  people  had  been  diflinft 
different ;  hence,  in  the  infamous  reign  of  Charles  the 
>Dd,  they  had  been  not  more  frequently  than  unjuftly 
menced.     After  the  Revolution,  however,  when  our  glo- 
IS' deliverer,  William  the  Third,  fwayed  the  fceptre  of 
(  realms,  a  very  different  line  of  conduft  was  ^opted 
us  ;  that  prince  feeing,  what  every  man  muft  fee,  who 
a' juft  fenfe  of  the  true  interefts  of  Holland  and  of  Great 
ain,  that  they  are  one  and  the  fame,  cultivated  a  friend- 
•  between  the  two  countries ;  his  minifters  did  the  fame  ; 
example  was  followed  by  the  Whig  minifters  in  the  glori- 
part  of  the  next  reign,  that  of  Queen  Anne,  and  it  had 
tinued  all  the  two  fubfequent  reigns,  during  the  whole  of 
cb  time,  the  ftates  had   reaped  the  greatcft  advantages 
n  the  alliance.     It  was  not,  therefore^  without  aftonim- 
it,  that  he  now  faw,  what  he  had  fcarcely  thought  pofGble  ; 
lely,  that  a  French  party  could  have  gained   fo  much 
•"alence  in  Holland,  as  to  make  her  lofe  light  of  all  policy, 
;et'how  intimately  her  welfare  and  profperity  was  blended 
I  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  Great  Britain,  how  much 
owed  to  this  country,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  how 
:h  (he  was  indebted  to  the  fervices  of  that  brave,  that 
icfsful  conimander,  and  no  lefs  wife  and  judicious  nego* 
Y  y  a  tiator^ 
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tlator,  John  Duke  of  Marlborougli,  and  how  much  alfo  her 
interefts  had  been  fupported  by  the  fervices  of  our  other  gene- 
rals, in  the  continental  wars  purfucd  by  us  in  the  latter  cod  of 
the  reign  of  King  William,  and  the  beginning  of  the  reignof 
Queen  Anne,     The  conduft  of  the  States  towards  this  coun- 
try, fince  the  commencement  of  the  American  war,  (a  wat 
which   every  good  Englifliman   muft  deplore   and  lament, 
though  he  muft  acknowledge,  as  he  did,  that  it  was  a  war 
juftly  and   ncceffarily  commenced,  and  which  this  country 
could  not  avoid  withodt  difgrace,)  had  been  To  fully  defcribed 
by  the  noble  lord  who  moved  the  addrefs,  that  nothing  re- 
mained for  him  to  fay  upon  that  part  of-  the  fubjeft.     In  the 
prefent  reign,  faid  his  lordfhip,  the  intereft  of  the  King  and 
people  were  the  fame,  the  national  profperity  or  misfortune 
was  equally  (hared   in  by  both,  and  neither  could  have  a 
wifh  that  did  not  point  to  the  fame  end,  becaufe  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  one  muft  be  the  advantage  of  the  other. 
The  prefent   war,    he   was  perfuaded,    was   neither  wan- 
ton nor   unjuftifiable ;    and    although   no   man   more  fin- 
cerely  lamented  that,  attacked  on  all  {ides  as  Great  Britain 
was,  occalion  Ihould  arife  for  her  coming  to  a  rupture  with 
her  old  and  lier  natural  ally,  the  States  General ;  yet,  from  a 
full  view  of  the  cafe,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  repeated  pro- 
vocations given  by  Holland,  and  of  the  unexampled  patience 
and  forbearance  Ihewn  by  Great  Britain,  he  was  firmly  of 
opinion,  that  the  war  commenced  againft  the  States,  was  a 
war  of  indifpenfable  neccflity.     It  had  been    proved,  to  the 
conviaion  of  every  man,  that  the  Dutch  had  long  been  em- 
ployed in  affifting  France  with  warlike  ftores,  and  it  had  for 
ibme  time  been  fufpcSed,  that  they   were  inclined  rather  to 
give  aid  to  the  revolted  colonies  of  America  than  to  comply 
with  the  faith  of  treaties,  and   perform  what  Holland  had 
folcmnly  pledged  herfelf  to  perform,  whenever  her  ancient 
ally  was  attacked  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  made  the 
rcquifitions  prefcribed  by  the  treaty  of  Weftminfter.    Her 
failure  to  do  Great-Britain  juftice  had  been  evident,  and  her 
inclinations  towards  America   were   now  equally  evident; 
nothing,  he  conceived,  could  have  induced  the  States  toafi 
the  part  they  had  lately  exhibited,  but  the  baneful  influence 
of  French  gold,  which  had  fo  far  prevailed  as  to  make  the 
Dutch  deal  thus  treacheroufly  by   us ;  therefore   he  thought 
his  Majefty  entitled  to  the  moft  cordial  thanks  of  the  Hotifc> 
and  the  moft   lojral  profeflions  of  zeal   and  attachment,  as 
well  as  an  immediate  affurance  of  their  determination  to  fup" 
I'ort  the  vigorous  meafures  his  Majefty  had  rciblvcd  to  pur- 

'     '         fuc, 
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incc  every  man  muft  agree,  that  it  was  better  to  have 
rn  enemy  than  a  treacherous  friend. 

;ht  honourable  7".  3W«/7j>^;;i  faid,  he  was  furprifed  at  ^t  hon.r. 
ng  adjournment.     The  minifters  had  work  upon  their  '^^'^ifi^"^' 
,  which  they  did  not  chufe  to  do  in  the  face  of  Parlia- 
It  had  been  their  frequent  praftice  to  fettle  matters 
;  firft  importance  during  the  holidays,  and  when  the 
:  met,  after  the  recefs,  to  call  upon  Parliament  to  fup- 
hem  under  all  the  confequences  of  their  ill  conduft, 
8  manner  the  Houfe  had  been  led  into  the  American 
that  fource  of  all  our  calamities  ;  in  this  manner  had 
inifters  announced  the  French  refcript,  and  afterwards 
panifh  refcript;  and  now  they  came  to  declare  that  they 
commenced  war  againit  Holland,  our  old  and  our  na- 
ally.     Thus  year  after  year  has  the  noble  Loid  in  the 
ibband  told  the  Houfe  of  a  new  enemy ;  but  fince  the 
lencement  of  the  American  war,  he  has  never  brought 
the  welcome  news  of  our  having  gained  a  new  ally, 
loble  Lord  had  been  very  copious  in  accounting  for  the 
(It  war  with  the  States-General,  and  he  had  juftified  the 
ire -on  the  ground  of  neccfllty,  afcribing'it  wholly  to 
irovocations  given  this  country  by  the  Dutch.     Had 
:  Britain  given  Holland  no  provocation  ?  Had  fhe  never 
ic  States  out  of  humour  ?  Was  their  conduft  altogether 
fonable  and  unprecedented  ?  Had  thf*  noble  Lord  forgot 
LCmorial  of  1777,  commonly  called  Lord  Suffolk's  me- 
J  J  but  rather  becaufe  it  was  I'wnt  from  his  ofEce,  than 
any  proof  that  it  was  penned  by  that  noble  Earl  ?  He 
he  did  not  think  fo  ill  of  miniftry  as  to  imagine  they 
1  take  refuge  from  the  blame  due  to  the  authors  of  it, 
ting  in  fo  ungentleman-like  a  manner  as  to  afcribe  it  to 
te  Earl.     He  loved  that  noble  Earl  while  livnig,  for  his 
rity,his  liberal  mind,  and  his  many  virtues;  he  revered 
icmory,  and  he  would  always  defena  his  charafter.  Nor 
c  believe  minifters  would  venture  to  afcribe  it  to  Sir 
ih  Yorke ;  all  who  knew  that  gentleman  knew  his  great 
ics,  and  knew  him  to  be  incapable  of  offering  fuch  an 
t  to  a  ftate  in  which  he  had  refided  for  twenty-fcven 
,  and  which  he  loved  and  re^pefted.     The  memorial, 
IS  perfuaded,  was  not  of  his  ^jcnning,  but  it  was  a  paper 
miniftry  might  well  be  afliamed  of;  he  wondered  not, 
fore,  that  although  he  hid  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  fight 
and  had  often  called  v.pon  tl  e  noble  Lord  and  his  col- 
ics to  declare  who  was  the  author  of  it,  he  could  obtain 
tdsfaftion.     In  that  memorial  the  ftile  was  fo  arrogant, 

that 
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thzt  the  Dutcb  had  coniplained  of  it,  and  declared  it  a  fort  of 
language  whicb  one  iiidcpciidcnt  H-ate  h  id  no'  right  to  hold  to 
aiioth<sr»  It  was  to  the  infolcnce  of  this  memorial  that  the 
Houfcwere  to  afcribe  the  prevalence  of  the  Frenrh  fadioa 
ill  Hollajid,  of  which,  both  the  noble  lords  had  faid  fo  much. 
FtOOT  the  moment  that  this  memorial  was  delivered,  the  in- 
fiuence  of  the  French  faction  increafed.  It  was  a  fair  oppor- 
iuknity  for  the  French  faction  to  profit  by,  they  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  haughty  language  of  the  Englifh  memorial, 
andfciid  wifely,  "  See  how  Great  Biitaiu,  your  ally,  treats 
Jou  I  This  is  your  friend^  this  is  the  power  to  which  you 
loofc  ap  for  proteftion.  If  Great  Britain,  engaged  in  a  war 
whicli  diftreflesher  greatly,  dares  ufe  this  fort  of  language  to 
joujk  what  may  you  ftot  expeti,  if  (he  fhould  prevail  in  her 
contcft  with  the  powers  at  war  with  her !" 

The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  lafl,  had  afcribed  the  preva- 
lence of  the  French,  faftion  in  Holland  to  the  influence  of 
French  gold :  he  wiflied  French  ^old  had  not  been  ufed  to 
create  an  influence  nearer  the  capital  of  Great  Britain  !  at  any 
ratCj  he  trufled  that  he  had  afcribed  the  prevalence  of  the 
French  fadlion  in  Holland  to  its  true  caufe,  the  foolifli  con- 
dfuft  of  minifters^  in  holding  a  language  to  the  States  Gcne- 
lal  in  T777,.  (the  only  refpedable  ally  of  Great  Britain) 
wtich  it  would  not  be  decent  or  juftifiable  to  hold  to  the  moft 
petty  ftate  in  Europe.  The  fame  noble  Lord  had  chofento 
mentLon  the.  reign  of  William  III.  and  the  firft  years  of  the 
fubfeqirent  reign  of  Queen  Anne  ;,  he  wiflied  to  God  there 
was  any  parallel  between  thofe  reigns  and  the  prefent.  In 
thofe  reigns,  as  in  the  tim^  of  all  whig  miniftries,  great  alli- 
aaces  were  fought  and  obtained.  This  country  had  not  then 
the  madnefs  to  hazard  a  war  with  all  the  world,  without  1 
fingle  airy.  This  country  then  was  in  the  full  career  of  vicr- 
lory,  and  of  glory.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  whom  the 
Qoble  Lord  had  i:nentioned,-  was  a  great,  and  a  fuccefsful  ge- 
neral ;  he  was  the  happy  inftrument  of  extending  conqueft, 
and  acquiring  territory  for  Great  Britain.  We  had  at  that  day 
no  American  war,  no  obfl:inate  perfeyierancc  in  a  fatal  error, 
to  create  calamity,  and  multiply  misfortune.  What  ally  had 
wcnow  to  bear  us  up  againft  the  enormous  force  of  oppofing 
foes?  Thofe  individuals,  who  hoped  to  gain  by  their  fuccefs 
in  privateering,  might  feel  fome  co  nforts  in  the  avaricious 
hope  of  deriving  emoluments  from  a  war  with  Holland;  and 
at  the  beginning  of  the^conteft,  thofe  hopes  might  be  anfwcr- 
cd;  but  where  was  theprofpett  of  advantage,  in  a  national 

view? 
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Would  the  noble  lord  fay,  we  might  be  able  to  dc- 
hc  Dutch  trade  ?  What  was  that,  but  to  injure,  jjci*- 
)  ruin  our  own  !  For  if  ih<i  war  continued,  vi  hat  naari- 
tcrcantile  llatc  remained  capable  of  carrying  our  Eianu- 
;s  of  various  kinds,  to  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  as  the 
had  done  for  ubovc  a  century?'  The  noble  lord  had 
loudly  of  the  national  honour,  and  had  made  injured 
r  one  pretext  for  the  war.  Did  the  noble  lord  think^ 
is  was  a  fit  moment  for  Creat  Britain  to  go  to  war  witli 
cicntand  natural  ally,  merely  on  a  point  of  honour? 
affuranccs  couM  the  noblu  lord  give  the  Houfe,  that 
uld  not  foon  have  caufc  to  comphiin,  that  the  national 
r  was  wounded  by  Ruflia  ?  What  aflurances  could  he 
:hat  Portugal  v/as  not  likely  to  wound  the  national  ho- 

woiild  he  pledge  hinifeif  to  the  Houfe,  that  Denmark 
endly  view-s  ?  1'he  noble  lord  fecmcd  not  to  be  aware, 
«rar  with  Holland  was  rot  like  challenging  a  Hngle  foe. 
oble  loid  furely  forgot,  that  there  was  fuch  a  thing 
[hcd  as  ail  anried  nenirality,  and  that  in  all  probabili- 
:  war  with  Holland  would  bring  upon  us  the  neutral 
nc  powers  of  Europe,  that  v/ere  not  already  at  u-ar 
s.  The  noble  lord  had  flared  it  as  a  great  oitcnceoai 
rt  of  the  States  General,  that  they  had  not  complied 
le  memorials  prcfcntcd  by  Sir  Jofcph  Yorke,  and  fur- 
th*  alTiftancc  required.  Did  the  noble  lord  recolleii 
rreat  Britain  was  in  fac"^  chli-^ed  to  Holland,  for  not 
ftng  with  the  treaty,  and  perhaps  Holland  had  abui>- 
safoiisfor  her  refufal,  or  rather  her  neglect  to  comply 
l\e  treaty;  if  Ihe  had,  this  country  nuiil  have  been  a 
pon  the  whole.  All  that  wc  had  a  right  to  expect  was 
roops,  -and  20  flnps  of  war.  The  inftant  they  had 
imiihed,  the  territories  of  the  States  would  have  been 
5d,  and  then,  in  compliance  with  the  treaty  fo  often 
mcd  by  the  noble  lord,  wc  mull  have  fent  a  large  ar- 
o  Holland,  and  fapported  her  with  a  great  naval  force. 
the  whole,  he  declared,  that  he  could  no  otherwife  ac- 
rither  for  the  war  itfelf,  nor  for  the  defence  of  it  fei  up 

noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  than  by  fuppofing, 
le  report  fo  induftrioufly  propagated  by  the  creatures 
liniftration,  immediately  on  the  publication  of  the  ma- 
,  was  believed  by  miniftry  themfelves,  and  that  they 
thought  that  paper  would  create  an  immediate  infur- 
>  in  Aroftcrdam  and  other  cities  and  towns  in  Holland. 

He 
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He  had  for  a  long  time,  he  faid,  feen  the  folly  of  oppoCng 
miniftersin  that  Houfe; — indeed,  from  the  noble  lord's  de- 
claration, at  the  end  of  his  fpeech,  it  was  plain  the  noble 
lord  was  of  the  fame-  opinion.  For  his  part,  perhaps  the 
wifeil  itep  he  could  take,  would  be  never  to  fet  his  foot  in 
that  Houfc  again,  and  indeed  he  would  not  have  given  him- 
felf  the  trouble  of  attending  and  rifing  as  he  had  done,  to  de- 
liver his  fentiments  upon  the  fubjecl  then  before  the  Houfci 
hud  it  not  been  for  the  unwillingnefs  he  felt  to  defert  and 
abandon  thofc  whole  principles  he  honoured,  and  forwhofe 
perfons  he  had  an  afied^ion,  and  who,  he  underflood,  were 
llill  willing  to  Ihmd  forward  in  behalf  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  and  the  interclls  of  the  nation,  againft  a  weak,  |l 
wicked,  and  a  ilangerous  fet  of  minifters,  who  meant  to  de- 
ftroy  the  one,  and  had  already  put  the  other  in  fuch  immedi- 
:itc  danger,  ;ind  brought  them  fo  near  ruin,  that  unlefs  theic 
was  an  inllant  change  of  men  and  meafures,  there  were  hot 
little  hopes  of  recovery. 

He  could  not  conclude,  without  obferving,  that  the  decl> 
ration  of  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  that  the  wordl 
he  had  moved  were  the  moR  proper  and  the  moft  fit  words 
for  the  Houfc  to  adopt,was  a  ftile  fo  didlatorial  and  new  to  a 
Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  he  could  fcarcely  believe  his 
ears  when  he  heard  it;  he  left  it  therefore  to  the  feelings  of 
gentlemen  in  general,  to  treat  fuch  a  declaration  in  the  man- 
ner it  deferved.  He  alfo  took  notice  of  what  Lord  North  had 
faid,  relative  to  the  Spanifli  armada,  and  ufed  it  as  an  arg* 
ment  equally  of  the  criminality  of  minifters  and  of  the  ntg; 
IcQ.  of  the  firll  lord  of  the  admiralty,  that  they  fliould  haw 
provoked  a  combination  of  foes  capable  of  bringing  fuch  I 
fleet  into  our  channel,  when  we  had  fo  unequal  a  fleet  to  op^ 
pofe  it.  He  added  likewife,  that  report  faid  our  fleet  had 
lately  (he  would  not  fay  fkulked,  for  that  was  an  unplcafant 
phrafe,  but)  retired  from  a  lefler  force.  He  repeated  our 
want  of  alliances,  and  faid,  he  could  never  approve  a  fyftca 
of  conduft,  which  King  William,  and  every  great  whig-onir 
nifter  fince  his  time  would  have  condemned, 
lori  North,  Lord  North  rofc,  and  faid,  if  any  thing  improper  had  drop- 
ped from  him  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  he  hoped  to  be  in- 
dulged  with  an  opportunity  of  explaining.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  had  charged  him  with  arrogance 
which  he  thought  he  had  not  afliimed.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  faid,  he  had  declared  his  words,  as  they  were  ] 
ufed  in  the  motion,  were  the  moft  proper  to  be  adopted  by 
3  ^^'« 
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e  houfe*     He  begged  to  fee  the  honourable   gentleman 
^t  ;  he  had  faid  no  fuch  thing.     What  he  faid  was  this : 
at  the  language  of  the  motion  was,  in  his  opinion,  the 
vipereft  to  be  pfed  in  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  on  the  pre- 
at  occafion  ^  and  furely  be  might  be  allowed  to  fay  this 
ttbom  any  great  offence  being  takej:^  jat  it.     By  language  he 
as  f%r  from  meaning  the  pariicular  ^ords,  or  the  particular 
iraieology  of  the  motion ;  he  had  not  the  leaft  tcnacioui^ 
ioichment  to  either,  and  w^s  very  re^y  to  fubmit  to  any 
^fbodxpent  or  alteration  that  any  gentleman  might  be  pleafedi 
i  offer  ;  he  meant  merely  to  recommend  that  fort  of  fiile, 
hichf  while  it  conveyed  thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  his  mef- 
]ffy  and  aflured  him  of  the  fupportof  the  Houfe,  contained 
p  afperity  aga|nlt  {folland,  and  carried  no  expreffion  in  it 
l^cly  to  aggravate  and  widen  the  breach  between  the  two 
nintries.    The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  had 
(cated  the  war  as  if  it  was  a  war  which  the  king's  fervantg 
ad  courted  ai^d  rejoiced  at ;  the  very  contrary  was  the  feel- 
Ig  of  his  mind^  and  he  would  venture  to  fay,  of  all  his  col- 
agues  ;  he  thought  it,  as  he  had  faid  before,  a  very  ferious 
^r,  and  be  fhould  be  heartily  glad  it  could  have  been  avoid- 
|»     The  honourable  gentleman  had  been  very  warni  on  the 
ibjeft  of  the  reign  of  King  William,  and  the  fyftem  of  his 
iiniftry.    'fhe  honourable  gentleman  could  not  be  a  greater 
athnfiaft  in  the  praife  of  both  than  he  was.     He  applauded 
|C  "^hig  principles  of  that  monarch  and  his  minifters,  and 
19  fame  fyfteip  was  the  line  pf  condu£t  which  was  now  pur- 
led.    Let  the  Houfe  confider  wliat  was  the  fyftem  of  King 
yilUain,  the  objedt  of  all  that  prince's  wars,  and  the  point 
^'  (iicceedcd  in  ?  —  an  endeavour  to  check  the  power  of  the 
toafe  of  Bourbon,  and  prefcrve  the  balance  of  the  power 
»f  £11  rope,.!  What  are  we  fighting  ifpr  ?i  this  inoment  ?— the 
rcry  fame  bbjeft.     The  honourable  gentleman  fays,  we  have 
\q  alliesii     Does  that  prove  that  we  do  not  purfue  the  fyftem 
sir  KiQg  William  and  the  minifters  of  his  fucccilbr  }  Our 
wftem  IS  the  fame-T[A  call  acrofs  the  Houfp  of,  "  fVhgre 
ar§'your  aUUsf^^]  If  we  have  no  allies,  it  only  proves  that  we 
j^vcpp^  all  the  advantages  of  the  fyftem;  ^dyantages  that 
art  incidental,  that  depend  on  time,  on  circumftances,  on 
Au  infinite  variety  of  events  which  deftroy  all  poiiibility  of 
pe^eft  parallel  in  hiftory.  .  But  the  hqnourat^le  gentleman 
6789  that  in  the  reigns  alluded  to  by  my  noble  friend  behind 
iqe,  a  war  was  never  commenced  by  Great  Britain  without 
powerful  alliances.     Sir,  I  deny  the  faft  ;  when  King  Wil- 
VoL,  XVIII..  Z  z  liam 
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liam  went  into  Holland,  and  took  upon  him  the  command  of 
the  army  in  Flanders,  King  William  was  without  an  ally. 
Very  powerful  allies,  it  is  true,  joined  him  afterwards;  but 
that  does  not  alter  the  aifertion,  nor  does  it  prove  th^t  the 
king's  fervapts  now  do  not  follow  the  fame  fyft^m. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  told  us,  that  King  William 
confidcred  the  interefls  of  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  as  ooe  , 
and  the  fame,  and  that  their  caufe  was  united.    The  honour* 
able  gentleman  fays,  what  I  acknowledged  to  be  true  ;  but, 
Sir,  what  was  the  objeft  of  King  William  ? — To  humble  thq 
pride,   and  to  check  the  over-bearing  ambition  of  the  Hoafe 
of  Bourbon.    What  is  the  objeft  of  our  prefent  wars  ?— The 
fame.     Unfortunately  the  ])olicy  of  Europe  has  changed  of 
late  years,  and  Holland,  though  her  ruin  muft  inevitably 
follow  the  ruin  of  Great  Britain,  Ihould  the  houfe  of  Boar-  , 
bon  fucceed,  rejefts  the  old  policy  and  adopts  the  new  one; 
fhe  is  no  longer  the  friend  and  ally  of  Great  Britain,  but  has 
joined  France,  and  broke  her  faith  with  this  country  throng 
the  influence,  and  under  the  direftion  of  France,    6reatBri» 
tain  has  uniformly  adhered  to  her  old  fyftem,  and  inviolably 
complied  with  the  exprcfs  conditions  of  her  treaties,  when- 
ever her  allies  were  attacked,  and  claimed   her  aififtancCf 
Unfortunately  for  Great  Britain,  the  other  powers  of  Enrope 
have  not  afted  with  equal  fidelity.     The  honourable  gentle- 
man fays,  had  King  William  reigned,  we  (hould  have  had  op- 
American  war.     Does  the  honourable  gentleman  deduce  tlui 
argument  from  King  William's  conduft  towards  America? 
Docs  he  imagine  that  the  miniftcrs  of  the  ;ith  and  lathof 
that  prince  would  have  b6en  afraid  of  exerting  the  rights  of 
Great  Britain  in  America  ?  Thbfe  rninifters  who  took  away 
the  charter  of  Maflachufeti's  Bay,  and  when  they  granted  1 
new  one,  made  ii  an  exprefs  coodition,  that  it  inould  be 
forfeited  uj^on  any  mifconduft  of  the  governor.     DoCi  the 
honourable  gentleman  think  that  the  Duke  of  Marlfaorongli 
and  the  rninifters  of  the  reign  of  King  William  and  Qneen 
Anne  would  have  put  up  with  the  French  refcript,  or  the 
Spanifh  refcript  ?  No,  Sir,  I  am  convinced,  every  man Doft 
be  convinced,  that  their  zeal  for  thp  honour  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, would  have  made  them  refent  the  conduft  of  Fraijce 
and  Spain,  by  inftantly  commencing  hoftilities  againftthe 
houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  therefore.  Sir,  I  am  perfuaded,  had  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  had  King  William  and  Queen  Anne*« 
whig  rninifters  been  alive  now,  our  fituation  would  be  el- 
^Qlv  the  fame  as  it  was  at  this  moment. 
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The  honourable  gentleman  has  faid,  this  war  with  Holland 
^11  bring  all  Europe  upon  us,  and  alks,  whether  Ruffia 
will  not  attack  us,  and  how  long  Portugal  will  remain  our 
friend  ?  Sir,  thefe  are  qucftions  that  cannot  be  aniwercd  :  I 
-cm  only  fay,  that  Great  Britain  has  never  given  provocation 
to  either  the  court  of  Ruffia,  or  the  court  of  Portugal ;  I  do 
tkit  therefore  imagine,  that  either  can  harbour  any  refent- 
ment  againft  Great  Britain,  or  that  the  one  or  tne  other 
means  to  aft  in  an  unfriendly  manner  againft  this  country, 
which  has  always  treated  both  with  refpeft  and  attention. 
The  honourable  gentleman  alfo  prefTesthe  memorial  of  1777, 
il  a  ftrong  ground  of  offence  given  by  this  country  to  the 
'States  General.  Sir,  I  admit  that  the  language  of  that 
paper,  ^  paper  not  afcribable  folely  to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk, 
Mcanfe  undoubtedly,  it  was  feen  and  agreed  to  by  the  reil 
of  the  King's  fervants,  before  it  was  fent  to  Sir  Jofeph 
Tofke,  (and  therefore  if  any  cenfure  belonged  to  the  paper, 
it  was  due  equally  to  all  the  King's  fervants  *)  but.  Sir,  I 
-admit  that  the  language  was  Itrong,  yet  I  hope  not  too  drone; 
for  the  occafion.  Let  gentlemen  compare  the  caufe  with 
Ac  efiefi,  the  degree  of  provocation  with  the  warmth  of 
finnplaint,  and  I  have  no  fear  as  to  the  conclufion  that  every 
candid  judge  will  deduce  from  the  comparifon.  What,  Sir, 
was  the  fu^eft  of  that  memorial  ?  A  Dutch  governor,  early 
in  the  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colbnies^  before 
France  had  ventured  to  avow  her  perfidy,  and  had  delivered 
her  refcript,  had  not  only  fuflercd  an  American  privateer  to 
capture  two  Britilh  fhips,  within  cannot  fhot  of  a  Dutch 
fioirt,  but  had  faluted  the  American  on  his  entering  the  Dutch 
'port  with  his  prizes,  and,  inflead  of  refloring  them,  had  fuf- 
fmd  the  American  pirate  to  fit  out  his  prizes,  and  fend  them 
"tofca. 

-     His  lordihip  declared,  that  the  war  with  Holland  Was  by 
no  mean's  fatisfaftory  to  the  King^s  fervants,  who  thought 
as  ferioufly  of  it  as  any  one  perfon  on  either  fide  the  water 
'  could  do«    The  Dutch  had  provoked  the  war.     Even  had 
they  perfeftly  preferved  a  neutrality,  they  would  have  vlo- 
'  hted  their  treaty  ;  but  he  truflcd  he  had.  proved,  that  they 
'bad  taken  a  decided  part  againll  this  country,  and  had  thrown 
themfelVes  into  the  hands  of  France.    Under  thefe  circum- 
'ftances,  and  when  by  the  extraft  of  the  refolution  of  the 
States  General  to  take  the  matter  ad  refirendunty  it  was  evi- 
dent they  only  meant  to  gain  time  and  trifle  with  Great  Bri- 
*  tain,  it  would  have  been  madnefs  to  have  loft  a  Aomcnt,  or 
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have  paufcd  upon  the  bufinefs,  the  pcriotl  hav W  arrived, 
when  the  honour  of  the  country  was  at  flake.     So  far  v^ai 
he  from  meaning  to  depart  from  the  fyftem  of  King  WiUiani, 
and  to  lofe  fight  of  the  line  of  found  policy,  v^hich  bad  firft 
dilated,  and  for  fo  many  years  had  cemented  an  union  be-> 
tween  this  country  and  Holland,  that  he  ftill  confidered  the 
interefts  of  the  two  countries  as  infcparable,  and  if  even  after 
that  had  happened^  he  faw  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  attempt  to 
turn  her  ^rttis  againil  Holland  and  deflroy  the  liberties  of  th0 
United  States,  he  Ihould  ftill  confidcr  it  as  a  Britifii  eaufe, 
and  give  his  advice  fot  aflifting  the  States  with  troops  and 
fhips,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  treaty  of  Weftminftei  hsd 
never  been  violated. 
>ight  Hon.      Right  Hon.  T.  Town/hcnd  faid,  as  the  noble  lord  had  beefl 
7.  Town-    indulged  in  a  reply  thus  early  in  the  debate,  he  hoped  that 
^'*  '  the  Houfe  would  grant  him  the  fame  favour.     He  faid,  tilt 

noble  lord  had  mifunderftood,  and  confequently  mifreprefent' 
ed  what  he  had  faid.  He  had  never  aiferted^  that  the  Dutch 
had  inviolably  adhered  to  the  oldfvftem':  he  had  on  the  con-' 
trary  charged  minifiers  with  crimmality,  in  having  afibidcd 
them  fuch  juftifiable  reafons  fot  adopting  a  new  one.  It  was 
from  their  having  precipitated  this  country  intaa  war  with 
America,  and  their  miferable  conduA  of  that  war,  that  all 
our  misfoi  tunes  had  arifen ;  they  had  loft  alf  trade  widi 
America,  and  when  other  powers  were  invited  to  partake  of 
it,  was  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  Dutch^  a  mercantife 
people,  (hould  accept  a  (liare  of  it  ?  To  the  fame  caufir 
was  it  owing,  that  all  the  powers  of  Europe  had  abandodnf 
us,  and  thofe  that  had  not  already  joined  France,  Spain,  zai 
America,  were  ready  to  do  it,  feemg  that  under  fuch  a  wretdn 
ed  adminiftration  Great  Britain  had  no  chance  of  recoveriflK 
her  importance  and  her  power,  and  that  whoever  became  her 
ally,  would  only  fbare  in  her  diffgrace  and  her  misfortunei. 
Ur.  ^jn.  Mr.  ^yre  faid,  he  was  for  vigorous  meafures  againft  Hfll- 
land,  and  declared,  that  fo  far  from  not  agreeing  that  tbc 
war  was  indifpenfibly  necefifary,  he  was  convinced,  that^ 
vernment  would  have  fhewn  the  nofoft  daftardlypufillaninaity^ 
and  been  at  once  regardlefs  of  the  honour  of  Great  Britaii, 
and  the  rights  of  her  fubjefts,  if  the  manifefto  had  not  bccD 
publiflied  and  fcnt  to  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke.  The  Dutch,  it  Wii 
notorious,  had,  during  the  whole  conteft,  been  bufily  en- 
ployed  in  furniftiing  the  French  with  naval  ftores ;  and  they 
had,  in  more  than  one  inftancc,  openly  countenanced  the 
Atnericans  in  their  revolt.    He  faid,  he  deduced  his  aign- 
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Qcnt  from  a  variety  of  fads  which  had  been  well  anthenti'' 
ated,  and  were  fiated  to  hiin  in  letters  written  by  perlbns  oci 
be  fpoty  o(  rcfpcAable  charafter  and  undoubted  veracity* 
ly  a  letter  from  Antigua,  dated  the  ^dth  of  November,  he 
ras  aflured  of  one  ftrong  fa£(,  that  would  ferve  to  prove  hit 
iflertion,  andnhis  was,  that  the  Dutch  Admiral  at  St.  Eufta* 
la  had  ordered  all  the  prizes,  that  the  Britifh  privateers  had 
aoiade  from  the  Americans,  and  that  were  then  there,  to  come 
under  his  ftern ;  which  being  complied  with,  he  immediately 
ordered  the  captains  to  reilore  the  fliips  inilantly  to  theif 
originai  owners,  and  this  without  a  trial  in  any  admiralty 
court^  without  a  hearing,  or  any  fort  of  judicial  procefs  what* 
ever.  He  appealed  to  the  Houi'e,  whether  a  proceeding  of 
tbif  arbitrary  an4  unwarrantable  nature,  became  a  power  in 
aliiancfi  with  Great  Britain,  or  whether  fuch  manifeft  and  un-^ 
nuiiplcd  injuftice  ought  to  be  patiently  fubmitted  to  ?  He 
iroold  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  or  he  could  adduce 
Ifothcr  inftances  of  Dutch  violence  and  Dutch  hoftility  in  the 
^eft-Indies*  He  advifed  miniflers  therefore  to  purfue  the 
.Hr  a^inft  the  States  General  in  a  fteady  and  determined 
iDaaner.  He  remembered  that  in  the  two  laft  wars  we  had  not 
I^Mxruponceremony  with  the  Dutch,  but  had  feized  their  fhips 
poghtcd  with  contraband  goods  to  the  value  of  millions,  had 
toygfat  them  into  port  and  condemned  them.  If  ever  it  was 
leceMary  to  z£t  wuhout  ceremony  towards  the  Dutch,  it  was 
ieoeflary  at  this  moment,  and  he  hoped  that  minifters  had 
pOceilrprbper  precautions,  and  given  proper  orders  to  their 
uimrals  and  generals  in  the  different  quarters  of  the  globe, 
3^%hich  means  fuch  blows  might  be  llruck  as  would  moft 
:ripple  the  Dntch/  In  particular  he  hoped  to  hear  foon  that 
Aic  ifland  of  St,  Euftatius,  that  abominable  neft  of  pirates, 
BVas  in  our'  hands !  It  was  that  ifland,  he  faid,  which  had 
g^ven  the  Dutch  fach  frequent  opportunity  of  afting  trcache- 
XQuGj  with  Great  Britain,  arid  of  aflifting  her  enemies. 

•  Mr.  Wraxall  and  Lord  John  Cavendifli  prefented  them- 
^vet  .to  the  chair  at  the  fame  time,  as  defirous  of  fpeaking 
to  the  queftion  ;  but  the  eagerncfs  of  the  Houfe  to  hear  a 
.WRT  nsember,    and  Lord  John^s  natural  politenefs,  obtained 

lib.  fVfaxall  a  hearing  nrfl.     This  gentleman  apologized  |^,  ffTrg^^ 
■  tot  rifing,  and  claiming  the  attention  of  the  Houle,  by  de-  aiL 
.  ^ring  the  peculiar  flate  of  the  empire,  and  the   accu:nula-> 
.  twn  of  danger,  were  fo  critical  and  cxtraordina.y,  that,  in 

Vs  opinion,  it  behoved  every  itiember  of  the  Koufe,  who 

Aid  formed  an  opinion  upon  either  the  one  or  the  othcr^  to 
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let  his  fentiments  be  known,  in  order  that  his  fellow  fubjcfis 
might  profit  by  them,  if  they  contained  a  fingle  idea  that 
could  be  turned  to  advantage,  or  rendered  In  the  leaft  degree 
conducive  to  a  recovery  of  the  national   profperitv.    After 
this  .exordium,  Mr.  Wraxall  called  back  the  attention  of  ihft 
Houfc  to  the  peace  in   1762,    obferving  how  glorious,  hoilr 
I'ublimc  our  iituation  was  at  that  period,  and  adding,  that  it 
vras  followed  by  fucceedin^  years  of  fplendour,  during  all 
whicli  time  we  were  not  only  the  envy  of  the  modern  worU| 
but  our  great  nefs  far  furpalfed  the  greatnefs  of  ancient  Rome 
at  its  brighteft  aera.     He  followed  this  eulogy  wirh  remark- 
ing, that  we  had  fince  experienced  a  gradual  and  alarmiog 
gradation  of  misfortunes,  which  he   traced  regulaily  frooi! 
their  commencement  down   to  the  prefent  unfortunate  mo- 
ment.    The  fpark,  he  faid,  firft  appeared  at  Bofton,  and  oa 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware  in  1774 — that  fpark,  which  noc 
only  foon'fet  the  whole  American  continent  in  a  flamfe,  bat 
\\hich,  at  length,   communicated  itfelf  to  the  continent  cl 
Europe;  till  at  length,  in  the  year  1778,  France  interpofed, 
and  delivered  her  hoftilc  refcript  to  his  Majefty*s  miniftenltt. 
London.     The  bufinefs  of  that  campaign  he  dwelt  on,  i$ 
the  moft  unfortunate  for  this  country  that  could  havchipi» 
pencd,  and  when  he  came  to  touch  upon  the  fatal  27th  of 
July,  he  gave  a  loofe  to  the  feelings  of  his  n)ind,  andfaidi 
that  day,  that  difgraceful  day,  on  which  the  honour  of  tbe 
Briiifli  flag  was  inglorioufly  liillied,  on  which  the  French 
fleet  were  fhamefully  fufFered  to  regain  their  ports,  fcarcdj 
fenfible  of  theeiFe^ts  of  a  partial  aoion,  on  which  an  oppor- 
tunity of  terminating  the  war  with  glory   was  fuflered  to 
efcape,  that  day  ought  to  be  blotted  from  our  calendar,  asl 
no  more  rememlx'red,  or  if  remembered^  it  ought  to  bc.kcpt 
as  a  day  of  humiliation  !  Recovering  from  the  animated  ftili 
of  fenfibility  into  which  the  fubjeft  had  led  him,  Mr.  Wiax- 
all  returned  to  his  hiftorical  narrative,  and  faid,  he  wondered 
nor,  after  the  campaign  of  1778,  that  Spain,  though  flow, 
er  true  to  the  intercfts  of  the  elder  branch  of  the  Houfc  of 
Bourbon,  (hould,  in  the  commencement  of  the  year  1779^ 
join  France  in  the  confederacy ;  but  he  faid  it  was  refcrvw 
Yor  our  aftonilhment  and  indignation  in  the  laft  day  of  De-  ' 
cembcr,  1780,  to  fee  the  tardy  Dutchman,  long  engaged  in 
the  filent  arts  of  commerce,  and  a  ftranger  to  war  for  noft 
half  a  century ;  to  fee   a  nation  which  owed  its  origio,  itfc 
progrefs,  and  its  protedkion,  to  the  foftering  hand'  0?  Eng-  , 
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bid,^  now  join  the  ftandard  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  againft 
RS  only  natural  ally. 

i  Having  brought  his  ftate  of  events  to  this  period,  he  took 
up  fotnc  little  time  in  drawing  a  comparifon  between  the  wars 
iflt  which  Great  Britain  was  now  engaged,  and  thofe  which 
"fonis  XIV.  had  been  engaged  in,  during  his  life-time^  in 
girder  to  fhew  that  they  were  extremely  difiimilar,  the  wars 
pFXfOuis  XIV.  having  almoft  every  one  of  them  been  war; 
4^iotentioQ,  of  fyftcm,  of  premeditation ;  wars  that  were 
jdanoed  in  the  clolet ;  wars  debated,  fettled,  and  decided  upon 
10  tbe  cabjnpt  of  Verfailles  :  whereas,  the  wars  Great  Britain 
lud  at  this  time  upon  her  hands,  were  wars  into  which  Ihe  had 
ij|nwillii)g)y  entered;  wars  of  compulfion,  wars  that  fhe  was 
vWigcd  to  qpdertake,  or  reiign  her  juft  rights,  and  with  them 
'im)>Iic(y  forfeit  and  abandon  all  claim  to  honour,  todignity, 
^ndt'opover^  as  a  free  and   independent  maritime  ftate.— • 
Ij^ljaving  clearly  ^fcertained  this  point,  he  faid,  he  was  come 
/JD  that  period  of  his  fpeech  when  it  would  have  been  fit  to 
lave  taken  a  view  of  the  extraordinary  iituation  of  this  coun- 
,by,  in  the  moment  that  he  was  fpeaking,  was  he  not  unfor- 
Ipoately  convinced  that  the  pifiure  would   have  prcfented  a 
^qmbination  of  images  too  melancholy  and  too  expreilivc  of 
pur    misfortunes,    already  fufSciently  well  known,  to  have 
Ixen  either  dcfirable  or  ncceflary  for  him  to  defcribe.     He 
would  therefore  fpare  himfelf  the  trouble  of  going  into  an  ex- 
amination of  the  prefent  ftate  of  pur  affairs  in  America,  in  the 
iVcft  Jndies,  in  Ireland,  in  India,  ip  Africa,  and  at  home, 
#dd  taking  for  granted  that  it  wasp  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
*fre  were  in  a  ilate  of  encreafmg  danger,  and  labouring  under 
'/pttxj  ipccies  of  diftrefs,  would  come  to  one  Hiort  queflion 
jApoo  the  fubjefl.     In  this  crifis,  where  were  we  to  iiud  pro- 
te^ioq?  How  retrieve  our  former  lituapop  ? 
j     And  here,  Mr,  Wraxall  faid,  it  would  be  proper  to  confider 
>)ittie^.  whtt  had  been  our  practice  in   formpr  wars,  and 
.]^^tien^e  vjrc  had  chiefly  derived  our  fucccfs.     A  great  part  of 
,jjpOr  prefent  inisfortunes,  he  conceived,  had  their  fource   in 
..Jl^  policy,  which  this  country  bad  lately  adopted,  and  in  a  ^- 
w^ind  bigotry  to  that  political  tenet,  which  he  never  would 
.-oonfent  tppipbrace,  and  which,  he  was  fully  perfuaded,  had 
fr^|K>  foundation  in  truth,  no  foundation  in  policy.     The  tenet 
-.•t^or  maxim  to  which  he  alluded,  was  that  lately  eftablifhed  by 
.^.ftofc,  who,  he  wasperfvjaded,  did  not  underftand  what  they 
.    lad  endeavoured  to  maintain,  viz.  "  That  continental  con- 
liedtions  were  incompatible  with  the  true  interefts  of  Great  '* 
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Britain.*'     If  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  any  maxim  was  to  bo 
judged  of  by  a  recourfe  to  long  experience  (thcbefttcftof 
all  maxims  civil,  religious,  or  political !)  we  had  every  rea(bq 
in  the  world  to  deny  the  new  policy,  jtnd  adhere  to  the  old 
pnc.     Let  the  Houfe  advert  to  the  wars  of  King  WilUam, 
the  wars  of  Queen  Anne,  and   the  dill  more  recent  wars  oi 
i  741  and  175b,  and  they  would  fee,  from   the  inconteftible 
evidence  of  cftabliflied  faAs,  that   tliis  country,  in  all  thoTe 
Wars,  had  deduced  mofl  eflential  advantages  from  our  having 
continental  conneftions.     But  it  was   from  the  biftory  ol 
France,  and  from  her  annals^  Mr.  Wraxall  faid,  that  ths 
proof  of  his  aflertion  might  be  ftill  more  ftrongly  and  incon* 
teftibly  deduced.     He  appealed,  in  the  moft  animated  termS| 
ifo  every  general  who  had  fucceiGvely  commanded  the  armiei 
of  France  fmce  the  brightcft  apra  of  Louis  the  XI  Vih's  reign. 
He  appealed  to  the  great  names  of  Turenne,  of  Conde,  ao4 
pf  Luxembourg,  covered  as  thofe  heroes  were  with  laurels  and 
trophies,  to  juftify  his  ppfition,  that  <^  Continental  wars  ha4 
ever  been  fatal  to  France/'     He  appealed    with  ftill  morp 
reafon  to  the  calamitous  war  of  the  fucceffion  ;  to  Vendome^ 
to  Villars,  and  to  Vijieroy,  to  evince  the  faft.     He  appealed 
to  the  manes  of  thofe  French,  who  in  the  war  of  1741,  had  ; 
periflied  in  the  marfhes,  and  among  the  mountains  of  Bobe-  * 
mia,  under  Belleiile  and  I^oailles.     He  laftly  appealed  to  the  • 
glorious  plains  of  Minden  and  of  Ron>ach ;  to  every  piaa  who  ■ 
commanded  the  armies  of  France  in  the  late  war  ;  lo  D^ttrccf,  * 
to  Contades,  to  Richlieu,  to  Broglio,  and  to  Soubi^,  — *  j 
France,  he  faid,  ftill  retained  deeply  engraven  on  her  bleed • 
ingbofom,  the  fanguinary  charaflers  in  which  was  written,  ' 
thf  truth  of  this  ajprtion^     To  look  at  the  fyfteip  of  having  OQ  ; 
continental  alliances,  as  adopted  at  the  peace  of  Fontiinbleaa  j 
in  1763,  in  another  point  of  view,  let  the  Houfc  examine  it 
.to  the  bottom*     Let  them  appeal  to  their  own  feelings^  whe- 
ther  its  deftruflive  confequences  were  not  among  the  eflentiil  : 
caufes  of  our  prefent  misfortunes !  Having  urged   this,  M^.  j 
Wraxall  demonftrated  the  necefiity  of  our  procuring  an  im-  ; 
mediate  ally  on  the  continent  j  a  dofltrine  which  he  enJForced  I 
with  the  ftrongeft  ariruments,  and  with  all  the  zeal  and  ardor 
of  a  man  fpeaking  from  the  impulfe  of  the  fuUeft  conyiAIon* 
He  ended  this  bead  of  his  fpeech  with  aflcing,  who  was  to  be 
this  ally  ?  And  in  order  to  prepare  the  Houfe  for  the  mentioa 
of  the  power  whofe  alliance  he  thought  moft  likely  to  be  of  ! 
fervice  to  us,  be  drew  a  [)i£lure  of  Europe  as  it  ftood  at  the  \ 
■  ■m     prefent  time. 

He, 
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.  He  firft  began  with  a  defcription  of  Denmark.  That 
Dountry,  he  faid,  from  which  formerly  iffued  the  pirates  and 
ihe  conquerors  of  the  North,  was  now  funk  into  a  fituation 
Miidi  left  little  to  fear  or  to  hope  from  her  enmity  or  her 
iKendihip.  He  &id,  that  iincc  the  middle  of  the  laft  century. 
Mien  the  politictof  Europe  had  aiTumed  their  modern  form, 
Denmark  had  been  almoft  uniformly  friendly  to  this  country ; 
Wt  that,  by  one  of  nhofe  many  lingular  fatalities  which  feem- 
tfi  DOW  to  opprefs  the  empire,  Denmark  was  become  inimical 
te  England.  He  mentioned  the  revolution  of  1772,  and  faid, 
®enaaark  had  at  prefent  a  government  feeble  and  incapable,  a 
^nittiftrj  and  a  regent  hoftile  to  Great  Britain ;  Norway  fcarce 
jblld  10  fubjcftion,  a  wretched  army,  a  navy  incompetent, 
^imd  inadequate,  even  foppofing  the  inclination  to  afford  us 
>jl^f  affiftanceJ  He  next  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
"KfrndeBj  governed  by  a  king  rendered  abfolute  b^  French 
%one]r  in  1772.  Sweden,  he  faid,  ever  iince  Chriftina  and 
^SulUtvus  Adolphus,  had  been  uniformly  the  ally  of  France. 
French  councils  and  French  connexions  had  ever  preferved 
Aeir  aJEcent  in  the  court  of  Stockholm,  which  from  every  prin- 
^Ifvple  and  every  motive  was  hoftile  to  the  interefts  of  this 
'temitiy.  Sweden,  he  befides  obferved,  like  her  iifter  Den* 
mark,  was  now  far  declined  in  fplendor  and  in  force.  Her 
fleets  and  her  armies  were  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  frozen 
Baltic.  Modern  Sweden  was  no  longer  able,  as  under  Charles 
tlie  Twelfth,  to  march  armies  into  Saxony  and  Bohemia,  and 
'Ibikt  its  terror  into  Vienna  and  Verfailles ;  whence,  and 
lltioi  other  data,  he  clearly  proved,  that  all  hopes  of  fupport 
ftom  Sweden  would  be  fruitlefs. 

•  "He  then  took  a  view  of  RufHa,  and  defcribed  the  emprefs 

ind  her  charaftcr,  on  which  he  paiTed  a  warm  eulogium. 

fie  ipOke  of  her  attachment  fome  years  fince  to  Great  Bri- 

tun,  and  her  difpofition  to  aiCft  us.     But  that  moment,  he 

Aid,  was  paft  and  gone ;  we  had  lofl  it  by  our  own  want  of    ^ 

ttertion,   and  the  emprefs  was  no  longer  friendly. '    She 

neither  was  willing,  nor  if  (he  had  it  in  her  inclination,  was 

k  in  her  power  to  afford  us  effeftual  and  decifive  affiftance. 

The  jnnftion  of  a  Ruflian  fquadron  was  not  now  to  be  hoped 

for;  nor  if  fuch  a  circumftance  took  place,  would  it  enfure  a 

urtain  fuperiority  over  the  united  navies  of  France,   Spain, 

and  Holland.     With  regard  to  her  land  forces,  the  emprefs 

could  not  now,  as  was  done  in  the  year  1747,  march  an  ar- 

Vy  from  the  gulph  of  Finland  to  the  Rhine,  without  the  per- 
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mifCon  of  the  houfes  of  Auftria,  or  Brandenburgh,  or  perhaps 
of  both. 

Mr.  Wraxall  proceeded  in  his  pifturc,  and  after  obfcrving, 
that  Poland^  Sardinia,  Naples,  and  Portugal,  were  only 
kingdoms  in  name,  and  in  the  empty  honours  of  the  diadem^ 
and  therefore  of  little  confideration  in  a  matter  of  fuch  vaft 
importance,  came  to  his  ultimatum j  laying  it  down  as  a  fair 
concluHon,  from  what  he  had  laid  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and 
Ruffia,  that  it  was  either  from  Pruffia,  or  ^uftria,  that  we 
muft  derive  afliftance.  In  order  to  afcertain  which  of  the 
two  was  beft  enabled  and  moft  likely  to  prove  a  powerful  ally 
to  Great  Britain,  he  went  into  a  defcription  of  the  prefent 
fituation  of  both  thofe  powers ;  and  firft  he  fpokc  of  Pruffia, 

He  began  with  explaining  the  extent  of  the  Pruflian  do- 
minions, and  flating  the  force  of  the  Pruffian  array,  the  na- 
ture of  the  Prullian  nuances,  and  the  degree  of  refources 
which  Pruffia  poffeffcd.  He  faid,  that  by  the  lateft  returns 
of  the  army,  they  amounted  barely  to  208,000  troops,  in- 
cluding Bofniaques  and  HuiTars ;  that  nearly  one  half  of  thefe 
were  Poles,  French,  or  compofed  of  every  nation  of  Europe, 
enlifted  in  that  fervice.  He  afterwards  drew  a  pidture  of  the 
prefent  king,  and  contrafted  what  he  is,  by  fhewing  what  he 
was  during  the  laft  war,  and  by  defcribing  his  conduft  and 
charafter  from  the  year  1756  to  the  year  ijb^.  He  next 
stfTerted,  that  the  king  was  no  longer  that  great  priace  and 
great  general  which  he  had  with  truth  been  believed  to  be 
fome  years  ago ;  that  he  was  infirm,  far  declined  in  years, 
in  corporeal  and  intelleftual  vigour,  and  perhaps  funk  in  re- 
putation. That  he  had  retired  from  his  people,  and  lived 
like  a  reclufe,  fhut  up  in  the  gloomy  apartments  of  Potfdam, 
fcarce  feen  by  his  fubje£ts.  In  fine,  that  he  was  no  longer  the 
hero  who  fought  at  LifTa,  at  Rofbach,  at  Prague,  at  Tor- 
gau,  and  at  Lowofitz,  who  carried  viftory  wherever  he  ap- 
peared; who  was  ipfe  agmeriy  and  who  had  marked  every 
year  of  the  late  war  by  glories  and  by  trophies,  &c.  &c. 
After  this  portrait  of  the  Pruffian  monarch,  the  great  features 
of  which  Mr.  Wraxall  rendered  very  ftriking,  by  touching 
them  with  a  peculiar  boldnefs  of  pencil,  he  proceeded  to  give 
other  reafons  againfl  a  Pruffian  alliance.  He  ftated  the  king's 
known  enmity  to  Great  Britain,  and  his  obvious  predilcflion 
for  France.  He  fpoke  alfo  of  the  fubfidy  which  yet  remain- 
ed due  to  him  from  this  country,  and  mentioned  die  great 

inferiority 
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inferiority  of  his  force  to  that  of  the  houfc  of  Auftria,'  ad- 
ducing as  an-additional  argument,  the  general  difafFedion  of 
his  foldiery,  who  complained,  that  in  the  late  rupture  with 
.the  emperor,  they  had  not  been  led  on  as  they  ufed  to  be  in 
ibnher  wars,  when  they  had  been  almoft  uniformly  vi£to* 
.liout. 

J'    Having  finilhed  all  he  wifhed  to  urge  with  regard  to  Pruf- 
fiky  Mn  Wraxali  turned  to  the  favourite  objeft  of  his  fpeech, 
Ae  recommendation  of  an  alliance  with  Auftria,  which  he 
weed  in  a  very  perfuaiive  and  powerful  manner.     He  drew  a 
fnanre  of  Auftria,  defcribing  with  great  accuracy  its  vaft 
•extent  of  dominion,   its  great  refources,   the   number  of 
itt  arnay,  and  its  prefent  ftate  of  finance.     He  faid,  that 
the  imperial  forces  at    this    time    amounted  to   243,000 
mcDf  moftly  drawn  from  the  hereditary  kingdoms  and  pro- 
vinces of  that  extenfive  monarchy;  and  that  they   could 
-be   with  eafe  augmented  to   320,000,  as  was  a£tually  the 
€^;  previous  to  the  treaty  of  Tefchen,  in  the  month  of 
April  1779*     He  fpoke  alfo  of  the  fituation  of  the  Auftrian 
empire,  as  far  as  it  rendered  her  capable  of  annoying  and  at- 
tacking France,  and  reminded  the  Houfe  of  our  ancient  alli- 
ances and  wars  under  Leopold,  Jofeph  the  Firft,  Charles  the 
Sixth,  and  in  the  year  1742,  in  the  reign  of  Maria  Therefa. 
'The  mention  of  this  princefs  led  him  into  a  defcription  of  the 
court  and  capital,  which  he  followed  with  a  defcriptioii  of 
Maria  Therefa  herfelf.     That  great  princefs,  he  faid,  though 
.attached  to  England  in   the   beginning  of  her   reign,  and 
though  in  fome  meafure  indebted  to  us  for  the  diadems  fhe 
wore,  yet  in  the  evening  of  her  life,  had  become,  from  va- 
rious private  and   political  caufes,    fatally    eftranged  and 
aiiisnated  from  the  Englifh  nation. 

He  fpoke  of  her  religious  prejudices,  and  of  her  attachment 
to  France.  He  obferved,  that  (he  had  three  daughters  mar- 
ried to  princes  of  the  houiie  of  Bourbon,  and  accounted  for 
her  difinclination  to  war,  from  religion,  from  age,  and  from 
Other  powerful  motives.  He  emphatically  faid,  the  guardian 
.gods  of  the  Britannic  empire  removed  her,  by  death,  on  the 
aoth  of  November  laft,  an  evept  which  occaiiooed  a  great 
.  change  in  the  court  of  Vienna.  He  next  drew  a  pifture  of 
the  prefent  emperor,  Jofeph  the  Second,  ftating  his  age,  and 
defcribing  his  education,  ambition,  a£^ivity,  and  courage. 
He  declared  that  the  prefent  emperor  had  a  perfeft  know- 
ledge, not  only  of  his  own  dominions,  but  of  France,  and 
«f  various  parts  of  Europe.     He  faid,  that  iince  the  Emperor 
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Adrian,  who  bareheaded  and  barefooted  had  travcrfcdit 
the  head  of  his  legions,  the  vaft  provinces  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire, no  prince  had  fo  accurately  and  fo  minutely  vifitedhii 
territories  as  Jofeph  the  Second  had  done.  He  defcribed  bit 
thirft  of  glory,  and  above  all,  his  deiire  of  opening  the  com- 
merce of  India  and  of  the  world  to  his  fubjefts,  in  glowing 
terms.  He  followed  this  with  an  eulogium  on  his  enlarged 
mind  and  capacity,  declaring  that  the  emperor  entertained  a 
diflike  to  France,  and  a  jealoufy  of  that  neighbour,  both  of 
which  were  rather  confirmed  than  removed  by  his  late 
journey  to  Paris ;  on  the  contrary,  that  he  had  a  fincere  re- 
gard for  the  Englifli  nation;  a  regard  which  we  might iiD- 
prove  greatly  to  our  advantage  :  for  the  emperor  wasfuperior 
to  all  religious  prejudices,  or  the  influence  of  mere  family 
conneftion ;  he  had  ftiewn  himfelf  capable  of  great  exertion  in 
every  department  of  ftate ;  his  reign  was  jufl  opening,  and 
his  prefent  fituation  fuch  as  would  give  every  poffible  facility 
to  negotiation*  Mr.  Wraxall  faid  farther,  that  the  em- 
peror's fuperiority  over  the  King  of  Pruffia  as  a  power  of  Et*; 
rope  was  prodigious ;  that  bis  conduft  during  the  fhort  war 
of  1778,  and  the  afcendancy  which  his  troops  then  gained 
over  thofe  of  Pruffia,  proved  at  once  his  ability  as  a  general 
and  his  power  as  a  prince. 

.  He  added,  that  the  emperor  had  an  army  of  between  three 
and  four  hundred  thoufand  men,  the  fineft  troops  in  Eurt^ 
who  idolized  their  fovereign,  were  all  anxious  to  fhcw  their 
zeal  and  attachment  to  him,  and  had  expreffed  fome  mdrtifi- 
cation  when  their  royal  mafter  facrificed  his  martial  ardour  to 
the  pacific  difpofition  of  his  late  parent.  He  likewifc  rc- 
minded  the  Houfe  that  we  had  fome  claim  to  the  emperor*! 
friendfhip,  having  fupported  his  grandfather's  pretentions  » 
the  crown  of  Spain,  and  eftablifhed  the  tottering  throne  of  hit 
mother,  the  late  emprefs.  He  dircfted  the  attention  of  ti» 
Houfe  to  the  emperor,  as  to  the  defcendant  of  Leopold, 
whom  we  had  fuftained  againft  the  arms  of  Lonis  XIV» 
As  to  the  nephew  and  the  grandfon  of  Jofeph  the  Firft  and 
Charles  the  Sixth,  for  whom  our  anceftors  had  fought  and 
bled  in  Spain,  in  Flanders,  and  in  every  quarter  of  the 
earth ;  as  to  the  fon  of  Maria  Therefa,  whom  we  had  re{- 
cued  from  the  oppreffion  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Aft«r  «i- 
forcing  thefe  and  other  arguments,  and  after  having  drawn  a 
inoft  animated  charafter  of  Jofeph,  and  defcribed  and  dwdt 
on  his  virtues  and  qualifications,  with  all  the  warmth  of  » 
paflionate  admirer^  Mr.  Wraxall  {aid,  the  queftion  that  nraft 
r  ■-    —  ■    ■  ■  patprally 
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intiirally  rcfult  to  the  Hoafc  from  what  they  had  heard  rcla- 
tiTC  to  uie  prefent  emperor,  muft  be — How  was  tlie  emperor 
to  be  induced  to  help  us  ?  To  this  he  fhould  anfwer,  by 
'a»akin|;  him  three  great  leading  propofitions — Firft,  by  a  vote 
of  a  million,  to  enable  him  to  take  the  field;  fecondly,  to 
open  Antwerp  as  a  free  port; 'thirdly,  to  offer  him  in  India, 
Malacca,  Ceylon,  Cochin,  or  even  Negapatnam. 
;    In  fuppprt  of  thefe  three  propofitions,  Mr.  Wraxall  argued 
lor  a  confiderable  time^     With  regard  to  the  firft  he  made  an 
able  defence  of  it,  and  fhewed  its  abfolute  neceffity,  proving 
.ihe  emp^ror^s  want  of  money  by  fads,  and  arguing  as  a  con* 
fiqaence,  that  there  was  the  greater  probability  of  his  being 
Qiwh  to  fuch  an  offer.     He  met  the  objedions  that  he  fore- 
%W  would  be  made,  on  the  fcore  of  the  prefent  national  di(^ 
!fefi  of  Great  Britain,  and  did  them  away,  by  declaring  at 
nHSCy  that  if  under  our  prefent  circumflances,  and  for  fuch  a 
mrpofe  as  the  obtaining  fo  powerful  an  ally,  we  could  not 
pare  a  Bullion,  in  God's  name  let  us  inftantly  beg  peace  on 
mt  knees,  as  Louis  the  Fourteenth  did  at  Gertruydenburg  in 
t7J99.     With  regard  to  the  fecond  propofition,  that  of  open- 
ly die  port  of  Antwerp,  he  firft  defcribed  Antwerp,  and  the 
iSielde,  and  then  the  city  of  Amfterdam  and  the  Texel, 
hewing  that  the  former  was  every  way  fuperior  in  point  of 
itdation  to  the  latter,  and  in  point  of  commercial  conveni- 
mce  and  advantage.     He  compared  the  two  rivers,  and  their 
lavigation  and  depth  of  water ;  from  the  whole  of  the  com- 
ptrifon  it  was  evident  that  Antwerp  was  vaftly  fuperior,  as  a 
^Ott,  to  Amfterdam.    He  then  fpoke  of  the  impediment  to  the 
nrefent  navigation  of  the  Schelde,  declaring  that  he  was  well 
Ibfomied  the  Dutch  had  not  merely  funk  a  parcel  of  ftones, 
but  Aat  with  great  pains  and  labour,  and  at  a  large  expence, 
tiiey  bad  built  within  fide  of  a  veiTel  of  confiderable  magni- 
tude (which  ferVed  as  a  kind  of  caifTon)  a  regular  work  of 
ftpne,' cemented' and  joined  together  in  the  ftrcngeft  manner, 
Ijith  a  view  to  enable  it  the  better  to  refift  the  depredation  of 
Aae,  and  the  attempts  of  engineers  to  remove  it.  '  The  impe- 
Aoent,  he  faid,  he  nevcrthelefs  did  not  c^nfider  as  irre- 
ilK)Teable,  though  the  getting  it  away  would  probably  coft  a 
nve  fbm. 

Hetb6n  entered  very  minutely  into  another  important  ob« 
*lde  to  the  revival  of  the  trade  of  Antwerp,  which  was  the 
•Chtrcfsof  Lillo,  conftrufted  by  the  Dutch  in  is84«  Lillo, 
J&  fiid,  was  fituated  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Schelde,  about 
i^  miles  norlh«*weft  of  Antwerp^  and  about  three  milea 

above 
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tthovc^  the  fpot  where  that  river  divides  into  twobrancliei. 
This  fort  entirely  prevented  the  commerce  of  Antwerp,  by 
the  fevcre  duties  exa£led  on  all  articles  of  merchandize;  but  1 
in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  the  emperor  and  Holland,  it  coqU 
Dot  hold  out  a  fingle  day.  By  way  of  enforcing  this  plan  of 
opening  the  port  of  Antwerp,  he  gave  an  account  of  the  opcor 
ing  of  the  port  of  Oftend  by  Charles  VI.  and  of  our  compd- 
ling  him  to  (hut  it  up  again  in  the  year  1728,  and  fhe  wed  that, 
imrocnfe  advantages  might  be  gained  by  Auftria  from  fo^ 
low'mg  a  fimilar  plan,  and  that  the  almoft  inevitable  confo* 
quence  would  be  great  injury  to  FratKre,  the  ruin  of  Holland 
and  material  bencEt  to  Great  Britain* 

in  fupport  of  histhird  proportion,  relative  tolndia^hegjiv^ 
an  account'  of  the  emperor's  prote£lioQ  of  Mr.  Bolts,  and  hit 
efforts  to  cftablifli  a  commerce  to  India  from  Trieftc,  fhcw- 
ing  how  far  he  bad  advanced  in  that  projefl,  and  the  great 
perib4nAl  attention  which  he  paid  to  it,  whence  he  inferred^ 
that  the  emperor  had  the  utmoft  anxiety  to  gain  an  eftabliik* 
ment  in  India.  As  a  proof  of  this  fa£t,  he  mentioned  the  cir-  ^ 
comilance  of  Mr.  Bolt's  having propofed  to  one  Cloman  (who 
had  been  fecretary  to  the  Danifh  fettlement  of  Trankebar,  oa 
the  coafl  of  Coromandel)-  to  go  as  reiident  to  the  iflaods  of 
jSicobar  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  where  Bolts  had  ereded  tbc 
imperial  flag,  though  thofe  iflands.  are  claimed  by  the  court 
of  Denmark.  Since  therefore  it  was  the  great  objeft  of  the 
court  of  Vienna  to  acquire  fome  poiTeffions  in  India,  he  pro- 
pdid  the  offering  Malacca,  Ceylon,  and  Cochin,  orevet 
Negapatnam^  to  the  em'peror,  each  of  which  he  minutely 
defcribed*  To  add  to  thefe  great  and  irrefiftible  inducemcot^ 
he  fa  id,  we  ought  likewife  to  din>inifh  the  dutjes  on  Flemifh 
laces,  and  on  other  articles  exported  from  the  Auftriao  N^ 
theriands. 

paving  thus  explained  bis  ideas  of  tKe  means  and  tenni 
of  the  negotiation  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  which  he  bad 
advifed,  Mr.  Wra^all  went  into  a  confideration  of  its  confe- 
quences.  In  order  to  fhew  which,  he  firft  gave  an  ample  de- 
fcription  of  the  grand  cantonments  in  Bohemia^  Bavaria^ 
Upper  Auftria  and  Swabia,  and  then  faid,  that  the  emperor 
muft  march  towards  the  Rhine,  as  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine 
did  in  the  year  1744;  he  muft  den^anji  his  patrimony  of 
Lorraine  torn  from  him  in  1737,  and  he  muft  re-demand  Al- 
face,  as  depending  on  the  empire.  Could  it,  he  demandedi 
be  doubted,  if  this  fcheme  was  pra£ticable  ?  Could  it  be 
,quefiioned^  whether  the  emperor  was  able  to  force  a  paflage 

acrau 


( 


1781.  DEBATES,  3^ 

pfs  the  Rhine  ?  How  often  has  McHi  and  Montccoli  and 
colomini  pafi'ed  the  Rhine  in  the  laft  century,  in  dcfiaacc 
the  armies  of  France  ?  Had  we  not  repeatedly  paiTed  it, 
•ing  the  wars  of  Queen  Anne  in  1707  and  1708,  when 
PTge  the  Firft,  (then  cleftor  of  Hanover)  commanded  the 
ed  army  ?  Had  not  Prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  paffed  it 
1^744,  when  a  marefchal  of  France  fled  before  him,  whea 
ois  the  Fifteenth  flew  to  the  rcfcue  of  his  country  and  his 
Dtier,  when  the  Auflrian  army  carried  terror  to  the  borders 
Champagne  and  Burgundy  ?  All  thefe  obje&s  Mr,  Wrax- 
contended  were  prafticable,  and  that  the  King  of  Pruflia 
I  incapable  of  preventing  the  emperor  from  fending  aa 
ly  of  50,000  men  towards  the  Rhine,  for  that  the  empc- 
could  encreafe  his  army  at  pleafure,  and  that  the  marches 
had  foggefted,  might  be  performed  with  fuch  inflnite  ra- 
lly and  celerity,  that  the  Auftrian  army  might  be  at  the 
es  0>f  Strafbourg  by  the  firft  of  June  next.  What  would 
lit  from  this  ?  France  muft  defend  herfclf,  and  the  mo- 
at France  is  compelled  to  march  50,000  men  tifty  miles 
Ctt  her  own  frontiers,  from  Metz,  Thionville,  Strafbourg, 
I  Brifac,  or  from  her  garrifons  in  Flanders,  **  down  falls 
lx>afted  navy,  her  flnances  are  inftantly  alienated,  and  no 
re  money  can  be  fent  to  Breft,  Rochfort,  or  Toulon ! 
idfid  and  the  Hague  will  alfo  be  inftantly  fhakcn,  their 
ry  will  crumble  away,  and  cannot  be  recruited,  or  money 
knd  for  its  equipment.  Our  objeft  is  gained  !" 
Elaving  thus  elucidated  his  whole  plan  of  advice,  and  fliew* 
ifs  probable  confequences,  Mr.  Wraxall  drew  towards  a 
aclunon,  leading  to  it  by  a  moft  pathetic  exhortation  to 
t  Houfe,  not  to  lofe  time  in  vain  and  idle  deliberation,  but 
ibntiv  to  open  a  ncgociation  with  the  emperor,  Impedi- 
mts,  ne  acknowledged,  there  were  in  the  way  of  his  projeft, 
ttlu^y  were  not  infuperable.  Great  minds  conquered  ob- 
ctes— thev  were  made  for  them.  The  deftrufVion  of 
ancewas  inconteftible  if  the  emperor  joined  us,  and  march- 
towards  the  Rhine.  England  would  be  faved,  reftored  to 
r  aocieot  glories,  and  capacitated  to  deftroy  the  marine  of 
ancc  and  Spain.  That  navy,  he  declared,  muft  be  deftroy* 
,  He  kiiew  there  was  no  fpell,  no  magic,  no  charm,  no- 
log  cabaliftical  in  the  words  delenda  eft  Carthago^  which  had 
ei  ofed  by  a  noble  lord  [Lord  Lewifham]  in  a  former  de* 
te,.  and  which  fome  gentlemen  had  attempted  to  turn  into 
licule  ;  but  they  were  words  which  conveyed  an  idea  that 
Bid  noi:  too  often  be  prcifented  to  the  minds  of  minifters, 
3  i« 
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to  the  minds  of  that  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  to  the  mindi 
of  the  nation  at  large  !  Delenda  eft  Carthago  muft  and  ought  to 
be  the  lirft  of  all  confiderations  at  this  crifis ;  there  was  no 
other  expedient  to  be  difcovered  that  could  fave  tis  in  our  pre- 
fent  diftrefs,  but  deftroying  the  navy  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon* 

Mr,  Wraxall  paid  the  highefl  compliments  to  the  abilidei 
of  the  King's  fervants  ;  he  faid,  he  had  no  doubt  of  their  ex- 
teniive  capacities,  and  their  great  qualifications;  he  only 
begged  leave  to  recommend  to  them  vigour,  firmnefs,  celeri- 
ty, and  difpatch ;  on  all  of  which,  combined,  our  fafety  do* 
pended. 

Mr.  Sinclair  expreffed  a  mixture  of  regret  and  indignatioiiy 
in  which  the  latter  was  the  chief  ingredient,  at  this  quarrel 
with  Holland,  a  country  bound  to  this  by  fo  many  ties  of  in- 
tercourfe,  a  fimilarity  of  opinions,  and  of  prejudices,  gratitade 
and  intereft.  While  fo  many  powers  were  leagued  againft 
Britain,  that  Holland  fhould  join  the  general  confederacy, 
was  indeed  aftoqiiliing,  and  to  that  country  we  might  apply 
the  proverbial  words,  et  tu.  Brute  P 

He  recollected,  on  this  occafion,  the  fentiments  of  De 
Witt,  who  had  invariably  confidered  Britain  as  the  natonl 
ally  and  only  proteSrefs  of  Holland.  The  reafoning  of  that 
great  and  virtuous  citizen  fhould  raife  the  fpirits  of  gentlo* 
men  in  this  Houfe,  and  determine  them  to  defend  the  great-^ 
nefs  of  the  Britifh  empire  with  manly  vigour.  Dc  Wit  had 
faid,  that  if  ever  Holland  fhould  break  with  Great  Britvn, 
the  latter  power,  from  her  fuperior  local  advantages,  muft 
prevail  in  the  contefl. 

The  Dutch  avoided  the  rocky  and  dangerous  coaftof  France^ 
even  in  fair  weather,  atid  in  tempefluous  feafons  were  obli- 
ged to  fail  under  the  Englifh  coafl :  how  eafy,  therefore, 
to  intercept  their  trade  in  the  Charlnel,  and  how  eafy  to  drive 
them  from  the  coafl  of  Scotland,  from  the  fifheries  on  whidi, 
to  the  eternal  difgrace  of  the  Englifh,  they  drew  annually  five 
millions  flerling.  He  exhorted  the  Houfe  to  be  firm.  Theie 
were  yet  fpirit  and  refources  in  this  country  fufficicnt  to  ei- 
tricate  it  out  of  all  its  difficulties :  but  if  you  flinch,  if  yoo  tale 
by  timid  counfels,  your  rank  and  dignity  amongft  the  ftitei 
of  Europe,  farewel — a  long  farewel  to  all  your  greatnefi ! 
for  when  we  fall,  we  fall,  like  Lucifer,  never  to  rife  aeun  1 

He  faid,  that  if  there  was  defpondency,  it  was  only  latbe 
fenate.  AH  ranks  without  doors  were  in  the  higheft  fpiriOi 
fitting  out  privateers  againft  the  enemies  of  tLcir  cooiitiy» 
and  fubfcribing  money  for  'm  defence*    It  was  a  fliame  dai 
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any  appearance  of  dOubt  and  fear  (hould  exift  within  the 

iralls  of  th^t  Houfe  :  for  his  part  he  would  never  encourage 

iny   fpeeches  againft  the  propofed  addrefs,  or  any  amend - 

nents  ;.  but  declared,  from  his  foul,  his  hearty  refolution  to 

nefift  all  the  enemies  of  his  country. 

'  Alderman  Sawbridge  faid,  he  felt  nofhame  in  endeavouring  Aid.  s^w 

0  mollify,  the  refentmcnt  of  a  natural  ally,  now  an  unnatu-  *'^'^^'* 
al  enemy.     He  did  not  wifli  that  any  violence  or  precipita- 

ion  in  that  Houfe  (hould  encreafe  the  flame*  He  rather 
rifhed  to  foften  matters  by  moderate  fpeech  and  prudent 
ouncils.     He  proved  that  miniftry  had  been  the  aggrelTors 

1  all  the  wars  in  which  they  are  involved.  He  iniifted  that 
tie  haughtinefs  of  Britain  had  combined  the  world  againft 
er  ;  and  that  the  war  with  Holland  was  unjuft  and  impoli- 
ic*  While  France  was  the  firft  power  in  Europe,  the  na- 
ioni  around  were  confederated  againft  her :  when  Britain 
ofe  to  an  envied  pitch  of  greatnefs,  a  juft  appreheniion  of  a 
imilar  hoftile  confederacy  fhould  have  taught  her  juftice, 
vifilom,  and  moderation. 

Lord  y.  Cavendt/b  had'  made  no  oppofition  to  a  war  with  Lord  7* 
ipain  and  France,  becaufe  thofc  nations  were  the  aggrcffors.  ^^^^'^fi* 
dere,  he  confeiTed,  when  a  war  was  declared  agamft  Hol- 
andy  he  paufed.  He  wifhed  for  farther  information  on  that 
rabgefi.  He  wifhed  to  know  if  it  was  unavoidable.  The 
noble  lord  had  complained  that  the  Dutch  had  broken  the 
treaty  between  their  country  and  this  ;  but  had  proper  means 
been  ufed,  in  order  to  engage  them  to  abide  by  the  treaty  > 
Wu  the  noble  lord  to  be  informed,  that  treaties  never  bound 
any  nation  in  oppoiition  to  ftrong  paifiotls  or  intereft  ?  Had 
any  pains  been  taken  to  keep  the  paftions  and  the  intereft  of 
Holland  on  our  fide  ? 

•The  noble  lord  had  talked  of  the  operation  of  French  gold 
in  the  United  Provinces.  And  what  if  fome  Englifh  gold 
bad  been  fent  over  to  counterafl  the  operation  of  the  French 
gold  ?  It  was  often  worfe  employed.  He  would  not  give  his 
negative  to  any  motion  that  implied  a  refolution  to  fupport  a 
war  againft  the  Dutch  :  but  he  d6iired  time  to  confider  of  it» 
He  therefore  propofed,  as  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs,  that 
inftead  of  the  words  unavoidable  necejjtty  of  carrying  on  hofiiliiies^ 
fcc.  the  words  rupture  with  Holland  fhonld  be  inferted. 

This  was  propofed  as  a  leading  amendment  to  another,  the 
PQr(x)rt  of  which  was,  that  the  Houfe  would  take  the  papers 
Dcfere  them  into  conflderation,  and  if  it  fhould  appear  that 
the  nrar  with  Holland  was  unavoidably  neceiTary,  then  the 
Houfe  would  fupport  it. 

Vol..  XVIII.  B  b  b  ?Ax 
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Sir  Edmar J      Sir  Edward  Jflley  reprefented  the  growing  burdens  of  this 

j^jfity'        country,  and  aiked  minifters  and  placemen,  whether  they 

would  fet  an  example  of  chearful  fupport,  by  contributing  to 

the  public  caufe  out  of  their  great  peniions  and  falaries  ? 

Sir  Frgncis       Sir  Francis  Bajpt  alked  Alderman  Sawbridge,  who,  he 

*^(-        faid,  had  declard  that  the  conduft  of  Great  Britain  had  been 

haughty  and  unjuft»  for  all  the  world  thought  it  fo,  whether 

majorities  were  always  in  the  right,  and  minorities  always  10 

the  wrong  ? 

Mr.  Fm.         Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  as  little  apt  to  defpond  as  any  man: 

but  true  courage  did  not  confift  in  blindly  rufliing  forward 

upon  danger,  but  in  opening  our  eyes,  eftimating  its  magni- 

tude,  and  deviling  means  of  efcaping  from  it.     The  ongin 

of  this  rupture  with  Holland,   Mr.  Fox  afcribed  to  Lord 

Suffolk's  memorial  to  the  States  General  in  the  year  1777. 

This  alarmed  the  pride  and  jealoufy  of  the  Dutch,  and  gave 

the  French  fadion  an  handle  againft  the  friends  of  England. 

Thefe  arc  the  friends  you  wifh  to  fupport  rather  than  the 

French  ;  a  proud  and  haughty  people,  who  want  to  treat  yon 

as  their  dependants,  and  not  as  a  free  ftate. 

Mr.  Fox  contended,  that  all  the  troubles  which  fell  upon 
this  country  originated  in  a  change  of  political  opinion,  for 
had  the  true  whig  principles  prevailed,  that  prevailed  in  the 
days  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne,  at  leafl  in  thefirft 
part  of  her  reign,  and  in  the  two  fubfequent  reigns,  Amelia 
would  now  have  been  fighting  by  the  fide  of  Great  Britain, 
or  rather,  the  liberties  of  America  not  having  been  invaded, 
the  occafion  of  all  the  quarrels  that  now  fubfift  would  have 
been  prevented.  But  the  iniereft  of  the  prince,  that  is,  of 
the  minvftry,  was  now  conceived  to  be  different  from  that  of 
the  people ;  the  honour  of  the  crown  was  to  be  maintained 
at  the  expence  of  the  ruin  of  the  people,  and  provided  they 
governed,  the  condition  of  thofe  who  obeyed«»wa8  a  matter 
of  indifference.  The  rcigh  of  Charles  IL  had  been  called  an 
infamous  reign.  But  not  one  of  the  Stuarts  had  done  fo  much  - 
mifchief  to  this  country  as  the  prefent  miniftry.  The  roit 
chiefs  done  in  the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts  were  retrieved  by  t 
revolution  in  political  principles,  but  the  ills  that  had  hap- 
pened in  the  prefent  reign  were  irreparable.  The  Empreii 
of  Ruflia  and  his  prefent  Majefty  had  mounted  the  thronci 
of  their  rcfpeftivp  empires  much  about  the  fame  time  :  but 
how  great  the  difference  in  the  two.  reigns  !  Great  Brittin 
had  declined  with  a  fuddennefs  equal  to  the  rapidity  with 
whicli  Ruilia  had  arifen  to  her  prefent  eminence^ 

He 
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He  did  not  accufe  miniftry  of  want  of  fcnfe,  or  want  of 
acutenefs  and  penetration.  Even  errors  of  judgment,  which 
were  pardonable  in  individuals^  were  crimes,  indeed,  in  mi- 
nifters  ;  for  if  they  were  not  fit  to  hold  the  reigns  of  govern- 
mcnty  they  had  no  buiinefs  to  grafp  them.  But  it  was  not 
with  want  of  capacity  that  he  charged  them ;  they  had  capa- 
city, but  it  was  all  exhaufted ;  not  in  foreign  politics,  for 
that  was  the  buiinefs  of  the  nation,  but  in  managing  that 
Hoafe,  and  other  fimilar  things,  which  was  their  own  intereft. 
Bnt  it  was  commonly  faid,  we  are  in  a  had  flate  ;  but  what 
fignifies  it  to  enquire  how  we  came  there  ?  the  matter  is,  how 
ihail  we  extricate  onrfelves  from  it.  Mr.  Fox  encountered 
ttlii  reafbning  in  this  manner — This  would  be  good  reafoning 
if. we  were  reduced  to  the  lad  extremity  of  wretchednefs  ; 
bat  it  is  not  eood  reafoning  fo  long  as  we  have  any  thing  to 
kiope  for,  and  are  not  reduced  to  abfolute  defpair.  While  it 
U  poffible  for  miniftry  to  lead  us,  through  their  mifconduft, 
into  a  inore  deplorable  condition  than  we  are  in  at  prefenr, 
the  encjuiry  into  the  caufe  of  our  growing  calamities  is  neither 
impertinent  nor  ufelefs.  When  the  Colonies  revolted,  it  was 
fiiidy  what  is  the  ufe  of  enquiring  into  the  caufe  of  this  mis- 
fortune ?  Let  us  endeavour  to  retrieve  it.  But  I  iniift,  faid 
Mr.  FoXy  there  was  an  ufe  in  enquiring  into  the  caufe  of 
that  evil :  for  if  we  had  done  that,  wc  fhould  have  had  no 
War  with  France  and  Spain.  When  that  war  happened,  the 
(ame  filly  queftion  was  repeated ;  and  I  repeat,  now,  that  if 
miniftry  had  been  removed  on  that  occafion,  we  (hould  not 
now  have  a  war  with  Holland. 

And  now  it  remains  to  enquire,  whether  it  may  not  be  po(^ 
fible  to  prevent  a  war  with  Ruflia,  Portugal,  Sweden,  &c. — 
The  noble  lord  fays,  **  Upon  my  word  I  do  not  know  whc-^ 
ther  we.  Ihall  have  our  honour  to  defend  againft  Ruflia  and 
Portugal;  but  this  I  know,  that  Great  Britain  has  never 

fiven  them  any  provocation,  and  therefore  has  no  reafon  to 
read  their  refentment." 
Bat,  Sir,  we  know,  from  the  noble  lord^s  authority,  that 
wc  had  never  given  any  provocation  to  France  or  Spain,  yet 
diey  became  our  enemies.  It  was  an  unreafonable  thing  to 
expe£t  fuch  an  event,  yet  it  happened  ;  and  how  do  we  know 
but  a  war  with  Ruffia  and  Portugal  may  alfo  happen  to  us  } 

I  wilh  the  noble  lord  would  give  us  fome  gleam  of  hope, 

by  telling  us  any  reafon  he  may  have  for  thinking  this  will 

not  be  the  cafe.     Should  all  thefe  powers  combine  againft 

B  b  b  2  us; 
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us ;  fliould  the  Ruffian,  Swedifh,  Danifh,  and  Dutch  fleet?, 
be  added  to  the  fleet  of  Bourbon,  to  which  the  boaftcd  Spa- 
nifh  Armada  was,  in  the  noble  lord's  opinion,  but  a  trifle; 
will  It  be  that  fleet  that  will  proteS  us,  which  has  been,  1  do 
not  fay  ikulking  for  thcfc  two  years,  but  retreating  (as  Ad- 
miral Darby  lately  did,  as  is  faid,  before  an  inferior  force) 
up  the  Channel,  that  will  fave  us  ? 

The  Secretary  at  War  boafl:ed,  that  we  had  loft  nothing 
laft  year.     But  if  delenda  eft  Carthago,  meaning  the  fleet  of 
France,  how  will  thefe  negative  advantages  gain  that  objcft) 
This  is  now  our  motto,  fugere  et  jallcre  tempus  triumpbus  efi^ 
&c.  &c. 
Lord  Gior^t      Lord  G.  Germain  faid,  he  would  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
Germatn.     honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  through  all  that  varictyi 
of  matter  which  compofed  his  fpeech.     He  could  not  hopft 
for  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  if  he  went  into  lb  wide  a  fub- 
jeft  as  the  caufe  of  the  American  war.     He  would  only  make 
fome  obfervations  which  occurred  to  him,  which  he  did,  and 
among  which  were  thefe. 

He  arraigned  the  folly  of  thofe  who  fuppofed  we  might 
make  peace  with  America  when  we  pleafed.  He  faid,  if  the 
war  with  Holland  was  not  unavoidable,  why  not  impeach 
miniftry  for  involving  the  nation  in  blood,  and  wafting  the 
public  treafure  ? 

His  Lordfhip  concluded  with  obferviog,  that  although 
inflnuations  had  been  thrown  out  with  rel'pe£l  to  the  part 
which  Ruflia  was  to  take  in  the  prefent  hoftilities,  a  part 
which  was  fafpfted  to  be  adverfe  to  this  country,  he  for  hii 
part  ailerted,  that  he  had  received  no  information  whatever 
to  make  him  give  any  credit  to  this  report,  neither  did  he 
believe  it. 
Mr.Syrke,  Mr.  Burke  followed  Lord  George,  lamented  much  the 
dreadful  fituation  into  which  this  country  had  been  plunged 
by  the  folly  and  ignorance  of  minifters. 

He  alked  what  was  the  reafon  we  were  at  prefent  without 
an  ally  ?  This  was  owing  to  a  fpirit  of  arrogance  in  our  coun- 
cils. The  confequence  was,  that  after  Holland,  we  fhould 
have  Ruflia  and  all  the  other  armed  neutral  powers  againft 
us.  In  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  that  which  carried  an 
evil  afpeft  turned  out  often  to  be  beneficial  in  its  confequence. 
Peradventure,  added  he,  this  armed  neutrality,  hoftile  in 
appearance  to  Great  Britain,  might  in  cafe  of  extremity  in- 

terpofc 
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fe  and  raifc  up  its  friendly  arm  to  fupport  her  froTn  (ink* 
and  to  prefcrve  the  proper  balance  of  power :  but  no«r 
we  had  rufhed  on  precipitately  to  attack  one  of  tl^e^ 
d  powers,  the  others,  conncfted  together  by  the  faoic 
f  and  alliance,  would  foon  follow, 
lai  Holland  ini^t  be  confidered,  from  her  fituation  and 
'  circumflances,  as  a  kind  of  general  marker,  in  which 
le  kingdoms  of  Europe  were  more  or  lefs  conneAed. 
commerce  was  a  kind  of  commercial  neutrality  ;  aixl 
ilarged  were  her  views,  as  not  only  to  fupply  other  na- 
at  war,  but  even  her  own  enemies,  with  warlike  aita* 
to  be  employed  againft  herfelf.  A  nation,  therefore, 
dered  as  U>  univerfally  ufeful,  her  caufe  would  be  a  cofi>- 
one.  He  concluded  with  adding,  that  he  could  noc 
his  approbation  of  a  war  big  with  fugh  dreadful  conie* 
ces,  without  having  more  material  information  before 

T.  Dunning  obferved  (hortly,  that  after  what  the  honour-  M'-  !>«•• 
^entlemad  [Mr.  Burke]  had  faid,  nothing  remained  for  ■"'" 

to  fay  ;  he  would  only  obierve,  that  he  did  not  under- 
1  by  what  law  we  could  call  upon  the  States  General 
inim  an  individual,  for  forming  a  new  project  with  re- 
:  to  commerce,  and  what  punilhment  could  be  iniilAcd 
i  him  ;  he  could  only  think  of  one  precedent,  and  that 
of  Czar  Peter  of  Mufcovy,  who,  when  his  ambailador 
infulted  by  fome  flier ifF's  officers,  fent  over  to  demand 
ration  for  the  injury,  and  it  was  fuppofed  that  a  prefeoC 
ime  of  their  heads  could  be  the  only  latisfa^ion. 
lie  queftion  being  put,  whether  the  amendment  ftand 
of  the  addrefs,  the  Houfe  divided,  for  the  amendment 

againft  it  180. 
ord  Mahon  moved  another  amendment,  which  wa&  to  Ld. 
e  out  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  King's  mefiage,   and  to 
rt,  **  That  the  Houfe  will  immediately  apply  itlelf  10 
nine,  with  the  moil  ferious  attention,  the  caufes  which 
c  led  to  this  new  and  unfortunate  iituation  of  hollility 
nft  the  ancient  and  natural  ally  of  this  kingdom,  and 
n  fatisfied  of  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  meafure,  will  exert 
r  utmoft  endeavours  to  fupport  tbe  honour  of  his  Majcf- 
crown,  and  the  real  interefts  of  his  peopW 
This  ^as  negatived  without  a  diviiion  :  upon  which  the 
0  queftion  was  put,  and  agreed  to. 

January  26. 
<Iot  members  fufficient  to  make  a  Houfe. 

yanuar^ 
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yanuary  27, 
The  addrefs  reported  and  agreed  to.    Adjourned  to  tbfl 
29th. 

,  January  2^. 
The  addrefs  prefented  to  his  Majefty  at  St.  James's. 

^  The  bumble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  Eng. 

**  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign,    ^ 

**  WE,  your  Majcfty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fuUe&i 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  afifemble^  re* 
turn  your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  moft  gracboi 
meftage,  and  for  having  been  pleafed  to  communicate  to  this 
Houfe  your  Majefty's  public  declaration  of  the  caufes  and 
motives  which  have  obliged  your  Majefty  todirefb  lettenof 
marque,  and  general  reprifals,  to  be  liTued  againft  the  Statei 
General  of  the  United  Provinces  and  their  fubjeifts. 

**  Permit  us,  Sir,  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  we  take  i 
moft  lincere  part  in  the  concern  and  regret  which  your  Ma- 
jefty expreftes,  for  the  unavoidable  neceffity  of  hoftile  mea- 
lures  againft  the  ancient  friends  and  natural  allies  of  youf 
kingdoms. 

"  We  acknowledge,  with  the  warmeft  fentiments  of  gra- 
titude, the  wifdom  and  moderation  of  your  Majefty's  COB- 
duS,  in  ufing  every  endeavour,  before  your  Majefty  pro-., 
ceeded  to  extremities,  to  prevail  on  the  States  General  to  re- 
vert to  that  fy  ftem  of  found  policy  which  ufed  to  govern  dieir 
councils  in  the  beft  times  of  the  republic,  and  which  formed 
and  eftabliflied  her  union  with  Great  Britain,  for  the  com- 
mon intereft  and  mutual  fafety  of  both  countries. 

**  We  beg  leave  to  aiTure  your  Majefty,  that  your  faidi- 
ful  Commons  will,  with  a  firm  and  determined  refolndoo; 
fuppori  your  Majefty  againft  all  your  enemies,  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  this  juft  and  neceffary  war,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  honour  of  your  crown,  and  of  the  rights  and  intere&  d 
.  your  people." 

His  Majesty's  Anfwer^ 
**  Gentlemen, 
^^  Nothing  could  give  me  fo  much  fatisfaAion  as  thb  very  ^ 
loyal  and  afFe£lionate  addrefs. 

<^  I  return  you  my  moft  cordial  thanks  for  the  zeakMi 
afiurances  of  the  continuance  of  your  fupport ;  and  I  aflive 
you,  on  my  part,  that  I  never  called  for  that  fupport  except 
when  I  was  convinced  that  it  was  eftentiaUy  necdTary.for  v^ 
yirelfare  and  fecurity  of  my  kingdoms,  and  for  the  maintC' 
3  fiance 
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aance  of  the  honour  of  my  crown,  which  I  fhall  alwayt 
confider  as  infeparably  conneded  with  the  interefls  of  my 
iwople.** 

'January  3«>, 

Decollation  of  Charles  \. 

'January  31. 

Mr.  HuJJiy  moved.  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfc,  Mr.  Bu^tj. 
an  account  of  the  number  of  letters  of  marque  and  repri- 
Gdi  granted  fince  the  prefent  war,  diftinguifhing  the  number 
l^inft  America,  France,  Spain,  and  Holland. 

Earl  Nugent  faid,  he  was  furprifed  at  fuch  a  motion,  and  Eari  Nw 
bttged  to  know  if  there  was  any  precedent  for  it.  ^'"'* 

Mr.  HuJJey  defired  to  aik  the  noble  lord  if  he  had  any  ob-  Mr.  Buftj. 
eAion  to  make  to  his  motion  ? 

'  £arl  Nugent  faid,  he  thought  the  motion  unufual,  and  that  Earl  Nu- 
t  might  do  harm,  by  informing  our  enemies  the  number  and  ^ '*'* 
brce  of  the  Ihips  delcribed  by  the  motion. 

Sir  J(fepb  Mawbey  faid,  the  objeftion  would  apply  equally  ^\tJoM> 
o  every  motion  relative  to  the  army  and  navy,  of  the  ftate  ^«wfcy. 
ind  amount  of  which  the  enemy  were  as  well  apprized  as  we 
vere. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  aflerted,  that  the  enemy  had  not  com-  Sir  RUbsrd 
ilrte  accounts  of  our  navy  ;  they  might  have  a  general  lift  ^*''<"- 
rf*  it,  but  that  lift  did  not  defcribe  them  its  condition,  the 
ramber  fit  for  fea,  the  number  in  dock,  under  repair,  &c. 
rhc  prdent  motion,  however,  was  of  a  very  different  com- 
ftlezion.  It  was  for  an  account  of  the  number  of  letters  of 
narque  and  reprifals  that  had  been  iflued,  not  the  ftate  of 
lie  public  but  the  ftate  of  the  private  force  of  the  nation,  of 
vhich  our  enemies  could  have  no  information  already,  nor 
Hrere  likely  to  obtain  any,  unlefs  they  came  at  it  by  the  pre- 
hat  motion. 

Right  honourable  T.  Townjiend  faid,   he   could  not  fit  Rt.  hon.  r. 
alent^  and  hear  fuch  an  interpretation  put  upon  his  honour-  ^owtijbctid^ 
ible  friend's  motion,  which  he  had  opened  fairly  and  tern* 
serately  ;  and  therefore  it  was  unjuft  and  indecent  to  impute 
t  to  fo  difhonourable  a  motive. 

hord  North  faid,  his  honourable  friend  near  him  [Sir  R.  LotiNortt. 
iBftonl  had  not  imputed  any  motive  whatever  to  the  gentle- 
Hin  wno  had  made  the  motion,  but  had  pointed  out  to  him 
Hifat  Would  be  the  probable  confequence  of  his  motion,  if 
jnreed  to  by  the  Houfe ;  his  lordfhip  added,  he  did  not  doubt, 
mn  the  honourable  gentleman  confidered  that  it  was  always 
iBittomsirj^  when  a  motion  for  any  particular  papers  was 

made. 
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maJe,  for  the  mover  to  ftatc  to  what  purpofc  or  enqairy  t: 
tSofc  papers  were  defigned  to  be  applieJ,  in  order  that  the  ; 
Hoofe,  previous  to  their  determining  on  the  motion,  might 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  enquiry.  His  lordfhip  con- 
cluded with  begging  that  Mr.  HvilFey  would  withdraw  his 
inottoDy  becaufc  undoubtedly  it  tended  to  give  tlie  enemy 
Tcry  material  information^  which  they  could  not  otherwife 
procure. 

WiuBwjfy.  Bin  Hiijfey  {zxAy  attacked  as  he  had  been,  he  would  fia:e 
to  the  Houfe  for  what  purpofe  he  had  made  the  motion,  and 
how  he  meant  to  apply  the  information  it  would  give.  Un- 
doubtedly he  did  not  defign  it  to  ferve  the  enemy,  and  ifit 
liad  flruck  him  as  fikely  to  have  any  fuch  effcf^,  he  would  not 
h^ve  made  it  ^  the  reafon  why  he  made  it  was,  in  order  to 
afcertain,  by  the  number  of  letters  of  marque  and  reprifa^ 
that  had  been  iffued,  whether  his  fufpicions,  that  proper  ex- 
ertions were  not  ufed  to  man  the  navy,  were  well  or  ill 
founded.  If  the  number  of  letters  of  marque  were  as  nu- 
merous as  had  been  reported,  certainly  his  fufpicions  were 
well  founded,  and  great  blame  was  due  fbme where.  From 
mhat  the  noble  lord  had  faid  of  the  probable  effect  of  his 
motion,  he  would  confent,  with  (he. leave  of  the  Houfe,  to 
withdraw  it :  but  he  begged  leave  to  aik  the  noble  lord  two 
qneftions ';  the  one  was,  whether  it  was  intended,  in  confe- 
qtience  of  the  rupture  with  Holland  (which  he  thought  a 
Tery  unfortunate  affair  for  this  country)  to  apply  to  Parlia- 
ment for  20,000  more  feamen  ?  becaufe  if  minifters  did  not 
mean  to  make  fuch  an  application,  he  would  himfelf  move  it. 
His  other  queftion  was,  as  the  noble  lord  would  probably  in 
a  fortnight,  or  a  month,  come  to  the  Houfe  with  notice  of 
a  new  loan,  whether  he  was  making  it  in  fuch  a  manner  u 
to  provide  a  prop  for  the  credit  of  the  nation,  and  not. bor- 
row it  at  fuch  high  intereft  as  he  had  done  of  late,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  if  fpmething  was  not  done  fpeedily,  the 
national  credit  would  go  —  he  was  a^amed  to  fay  where  ? 

Locdi9«rf&.  Lord  North  paid  fome  very  high  compliments  to  Mr, 
Hufley  on  his  zeal  to  fervc  his  country,  of  which  he  faid  he 
had  met  with  many  inftances.  and  acknowledged  that  he  had 
frequently  received  great  affiftance  and  information  from  hit 
abilities.  His  lordfhip  then  faid,  there  were  various  reaibnt 
whrch  muft  ftrike  the  Houfe,  that  made  it  highly  improper 
to  m  ntion  any  thing  there  relative  to  the  loan,  till  after  it 
i*as  fcttfed  ;  but. if  the  honourable  gentleman  would  do  him 
th6' favour  to  let  him  fee  him  out  of  the  Houife,  he  would 

inform 
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form  him  fully  as  to  the  matter  In  queftion^  and  gladly 
xrfit  by  his  advice. 

Mr.  Hujpy  faid,  he  chofe  to  fay  what  he  wilhed  to  fay  Mr.  Bufej. 
ere,  rather  than  clfewhere ;  that  what  he  alluded  to,  was 
» know  whether  any  thing  was  done  to  take  care  of  the  fink- 
g  fund.     Mr.  Hufley  alfo  reminded  the  noble  lord,  that  he 
irivQot  anfwered  his  queftion  about  the  navy. 

Lord  Nfurtb  iaid,  he  believed  there  was  no  intention  of  ap-  I^  Ngrth, 
ying  for  more  feamen  this  year.  Ninety  thoufand  had  been 
)t6dj  which  were  20,000  more  than  had  ever  been  voted  be- 
»re.  The  reafon  why  no  further  application  was  intended^ 
'aty  that  the  admiralty  always  employed  all  they  could  pro- 
sre,  and  90,0000  was  fuppcned  to  be  the  outfide  of  what 
icy  could  get.  . 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read  for  the  Hoiife  to  be 
lUed  over. 

Sir  J^fiph  Mawbey  faid,  when  the  Houfe  was  thin,  he  sir  jcM 
leant  to  have  perfifted  in  his  motion  for  the  Houfe  to  be  MatJt^. 
lUdl  over  that  day  ;  but  feeing  the  Houfe  was  tolerably  full, 
nd  in  order  to  comply  with  the  requeft  of  feveral  gentlemen, 
e  flioaM  now  move  to  difchar^  the  former  order,  and  renew 
be  order  for  a  call  on  the  8th  mftant« 

On  the  queftion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided :  Ayes,  83  ; 

»e«i  1S3* 

The  Houfe  was  called  over. 

The  next  order  of  the  day  for  bringing  the  late  (herifFs  of 
Coventry  to  the  bar  was  read.  A  great  unwillingnefs  ap- 
peared in  ieveral  gentlemen  to  purfue  the  bulinefs ;  for  not 
xieof  them  was  prepared  with  any  plan  or  method  of  pro- 
Meditigy  and  for  fome  time  they  were  debating  upon  mere 

NRIIt. 

The  flieriffs  were  brought  to  the  bar,  and  the  return,  or 
nthtr  no  return,  made  to  the  writ  for  Coventry,  was  ac- 
iiMirtedged  by  them  to  be  theirs  :  thev  be^ed  to  be  heard 
^  tbeir  coumel,  and  withdrew.  Mr.  Byng  moved  that  their 
flayer  might  be  granted. 

It  was  argued  on  one  hand,  that  fome  charge  ought  to  be 
Meegslinftthem,  before  they  fhould  be  put  upon  their  de- 
ridee  ;  und  that  if  no  one  ftood  forward  with  a  charge,  the 
Wifi  ^*^^  ^o  ^  difcharged,  according  to  the  maxim  of 
iw  and  juftice,  that  every  inan  muft  be  fuppofed  innocent 
gainft  whom  no  guilt  has  been  proved. 

On  the  other  haAd  it  was  contended,  that  this  maxim 
rould  not  apply  in  the  prefent  cafe ;  for  as  obedience  was 

Vol.  XVIIl.  Ccc  due 
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duty  to  trouble  the  Houfc,  but  on  the  prcfcnt  occafion  as  the 
motion,  which  he  fhould  make  at  the  conclufion  of  his  fpccch, 
would  undoubtedly  point  to  two  particular  individuals,  he 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  fay,  before  he  entered  into 
an  explanation  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  rcfted  the  pro- 
priety  and  juftice  of  his  motion,  that  he  was  aduated  by  no 
perfonal  motives  whatever.     He  knew  not  that  man  on  earth 
againft  whom  he  harboured  the  leaft  perfonal  enmity,  and 
leaft  of  all,  did  he  feel  any  agaioft  thofe  two  individuals, 
who  would  be  thought  by  the  Houfe,  and  who  certainly  were 
Rieant  by  him,  as  the  immediate  objefts  of  his  motion.    He 
had  no  perfonal  enmity  whatever,  he  did  alTure  the  honoar- 
able  gentleman  whofe  name  he  fliould  be  obliged,  to  men* 
tion  pretty  frequently  in  the  courfe  of  what  he  had  tofaj, 
againft  him,  nor  againft  his  Majefty's  minifters  ;  public  cO' 
mity  againft  him  and  them,  he  felt  and  avowed.    Fohlic 
enmity  occafioned  by  tlieir  public  conduA»  deteftation  ex- 
cited by  the  mifcries  and  misfortunes  which  they  had  en- 
tailed on  their  country.     He  faid,  he  coniidered  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  the  governor  of  Greenwich  Hofjpital,  as  one 
great  caufe  of  thofe  calamities  under  which  this  country  wii 
now  fufFering,  and  therefore  he  felt  againft  him,  all  that 
public  enmity  which  fuch  a  juft  fenfe  of  his  conduft  ought 
to  infpire.    He  coniidered  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  as  the  man,  who 
by  giving  way  to  his  boifterous  and  unruly  paflions,  had  al- 
moft  mined  that  fervice  on  which  alone  we  could  depend  for 
the  proteAion  of  this  country  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  11  • 
the  only  probable  means,  if  any  there  were,  of  extricatiif 
us  from  our  prefent  difficulties.     It  was  on  thefis  groundii 
and  thefe  only^  that  he  was  the  public  enemy  of  the  hononr- 
able  admiral,  the  public  enemy  of  thofe  who  abetted  and  i 
fup|>orted  him.     Haviog  faid  that  he  was  afiiiated  bv  no  ' 
motives  of  perfonal  erimity,.  he  alfo  aiTured  the  Hon^  hi/; 
was  not  influenced  on  the  prefent  occafion  by  private  friend-  '* 
ihip.    Not  that  he  difclaimed  private  friendfhip;'no^  Gsi 
knew,  he  coniidered  his  intimacy  and  coone£lion  withliil 
honourable  relation  (Admiral  Keppel,  who  fat  below'hiffl) 
as  the  chief  honour  and  happinels  of  his  life,  but  hit  ho* 
nourable  relation's  chara&er,  his  virtue,  his  glory,  were  too 
firmly  eftablifhed  to  need  aiEftance;  if  ever  there  was  a  mil 
who(e  charafter  met  the  defcription  of  the  poet  exaAlji 
merfus  pro/undo  pulcbrior  evcnit^  the  admiral  was  that  ©an! 
Let  thofe  who  had  attempted  againft  his  life  and  his  boootf 
bear  witnefs  to  this  truth  !  See  him  attacked,  charged,  cri- 
mioatcd,  and  fent  to  trial,  on  an  accuiation  of  the  mofl  ftri^ 
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ufc  of  a  colony,  may,  for  the  fiipport  it  has  now 
d,  render  in  time  to  conie,  tenfold  td  the  riches,  to 
;ngth,  to  the  power,  and  to  the  greatnefs  of  this  its 
ftate.  I  beg  pardon,  Mr.  Kpeaker,  for  this  intrufion 
Telf  upon  you  :  but  the  refpcfl  I  have  for  the  Houfe 
not  fufFer  me,  upon  fach  an  occafion,  to  be  (ilcnt. 

right  honourable  Sir  Flctc-icr  Norton  being  come 
ic  Houfe  for  the  firft  time-  fince  the  firft  day  of  the 
:  feflion,  the  fpeaker  io^mediately  addrejTed- hiiil  in  the 
ng  terms ; 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  rhcSi^cjksr. 

'his  Houfe,  on  Monday  the  20th  ef  November  lafl", 
^arefolution  to  thank  you  for  your  condu£t  in  this 

our  knowledge  of  the  conftitution,  makes  it  unne-r 
to  inform  you  how  great  a  mark  of  diftinfiion  is 
ed  to  an  individual,  by  the  approbation  of  fo  ini- 
:  and  principal  a  part  of  the  conftitution. 
'our  afl[e£tion  for  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
ated  by  the  ferviccs^  rou  have  rendered  to  them,  and 
is  the  fubjeft  of  the  jvrcfcnt  acknowledgments ;  will,  I 
iuadcd,  excite  in  you  thofe  generous  feelings,  which 
5f «  perfon  confcious  of  havifng  dtferved  the  ^eod  will 
inks  of  his  country.  '  ' 

will  detain  you  no  longer  than  whilft,  in  the  name  of 
»iife,  and  the  words  of  their  refolutionj  I  thank  you, 
ctchpr  Norton,  late  fpeaker  of  this  Houfe,  for  your 
k^dnring.  the  time  yop  fllled'thc  chair  in  the  two  laft 
acnts." 

a  Which  Sir  Fletcher   Norton  flood  up  in  his  place,  SirF« 
orned  the  Houfe  thanks  for  the  honour  they  had  done  ^'"''^•^ 
lOd  the  fpeaker  thanks  for  the  particular  civility  witi} 
he  had  complied  with  the  cppimands  of  the  Houfe, 

seable  to  a  requeft  made  by  Mr.  Fox,  the  clerk  qf  the 
read  the  copy  of  the  charges  exhibited  againft  Admiral 
by  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  the  fentence 
oourt-martial,  with  the  copy  of  the  charge  and  fen* 
f  Sir  Hugh  Palliier's  court-martial,  and  the  entry  of 
ech  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  (as  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe) 
lie  delivered  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Admiral 
,  and  the  entry  of  the  admiral's  anfwer ;  after  which 
Fox  rofc  again,  and  began  with  faying,  there  was  no  Mr.  F$,t^ 
i^n  lefs  accuftomcd  than  he  was,  -to  apologize  for  the 
B,  with  which  he  from  time  to  time  thought  it  his 
C  c  c  2»  dut^ 
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^uty  to  trouble  the  Honfe,  but  op  the  prefeat  occaiion  at  the 
motion,  whi^h  be  ihould  make  at<hc  condufion  of  his  fpecch| 
would  undoubtedly  point  to  two  particular  individually  be 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  lay,  before  he  entered  into 
an  explanation  of  the  grounds. on  which  he  refted  the  pio- 
priety  and  juftice  of  his  motion,  that  he  was  aduatcd  bj  dd 
perfonid  motives  whateittfr.  fie  knew  not  that  man  on  uith 
againft  whom  he  harboured  the  leaft  perfonal  enmity,  and 
1^  qf  all,  did  he  feel  anv  aniaft  thofe  two  indiTidmls 
who  would  be  thought  by  tne  Houfe,  and  who  certainly  woe 
meant  by  him,  as  the  immediate  pbjefts  of  his  nsorioo.  He 
had  no  perfonal  enmity  whatever^  he  did  aflui^  the  hoooor* 
able  gentleman  whofe  name  he  fliould  be  pUiged.  to  dca* 
tioa  pretty  frequently  in  the  courfe  of  what  he  hadtoftyi 
ai^sunft  him,  nor  againft  his  Majefty*s  minifters';  -fnifiliccD' 
mity  againft  him  and  them,  he  felt  and  avov^.'  FsUk 
enmity  occaiipned  by  tlieir  public  conduft,  dcteftadoa  '«- 
cited  by  the  mifcries  and  mis/ortones  which  they  had  ea* 
tailed  on  their  country.  He  faid,'  he  coniidered  the  honenr- 
able  gentleman,  the  governor  of  Greenwich  Hofphal j  as  001 
great  caufe  of  thofe  calamities  under  which  this  com^mi 
now  fufferiqg,  and  therefore  he  felt  againft  him,..  aU  A« 
public  enmitty  which  fuch  a  juft  fenfe  of  his  conduft  oog^ 
to  infpire.  He  coniidered  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  as  tfae^nan,  whs 
by  dving  w^T  to  his  boifttrous  add  unruly  paffiods^  hsdil- 
moft  ruined;  that  fervice  on  which  akme  we  coaU  d^ie^fv 
the  proteftipn  of  this  country  in  the  hour  of  dangei^'^i^ 
the  only  probable  means,  if  any  there  were,  of 'clittkflliif 
lis  from  our  prefent  difficulties.  It  was  on  theS^mnnbih 
and  theie  only,  that  he  was  the  public  enemy  of  Ae  Miiv-; 
able  admiral,  the  public  enemy  of  thofc^who  abctttdiii' 
fupiK>rted  him.  Having  {aid  that  he  wte  aAiiatedlM  flB 
motives  of  perfonal  eiimity,.  he  alfi>.  afliired  the  Hom^  ki 
was  not  influenced  on  the  prefent  occidSon  by  private  ftiead* 
Ihip.  Not  that  he  difclaimed  priv^  friendftup';*!!^  Go' 
knew,  he  confidered  his  inumacy  and  coonefiim  with 
honourable  relation  (Admiral  :Keppel,  who  fiit.belo#'l|' 
as  the  chief  honour  and  happinefs  of  bia  life,  hatUs' 
nourable  relation's  chara£br,  his  virtne,  hit  gl6ry,  wert 
firmly  eftabliflied  to  need  affiflance;  if  ever  there  wU  a 
whole  charafler  met  the  defcription  of  the  piobt  exa 
mer/tis  pro/undo  pulcbrior  tvenit^  the  admiral  was  dut  Dso 
Let  thofe  who  had  attempted  againft  his  life  and  his  bo0Oi 
bear  witnefs  to  this  truth  !  See  him  attacked,  diarged,  ^ 
mioated,  and  fent  to  trial,  on  an  accufitbn  of  the  moft  ^ 
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•wmtuie.    Whit  ii-the  coofdqucnce?  He  comes  purified 

from  itbe  ordeal,  is  honour  ii  clearer  thaii  before,  his  glorr- 
^.^  bcMM^ith  renovated  luftre !  See  him  at  Windibr  !  See  the 
.,  attcmpiB  that  are  made,  fucee&fuUy  madc^  to  fcparate  hiin 
.  :£nMn  dooftituftatt  who  had  thofo^  well  of  him  before, .  aiid 
f  alvsf  1^  till  then,  iieen  hap)>y  in  dieir  reprefeittatrvc,  abd  for 
>  ong^f'be  kncJw,  had  been  hit  coniUtaents  fortwo^  three,  or 
:. ;  Soar  ftMccffiv^  Parliamenu !  What  is  the  confequence  ?  The 
^  .  ^OQOtf  of  Siirrejy  who  ikv^  with  indignation' the  oppreilion 
■i .  jmfiiftd,-  who  <aw  the  enornsOus  influence .bf  the  crown  op- 
;  ]pcrfiBdtDiriclne,popularity,  and  reputation,  (thatinfloenceof  the 

'«MWBk<bf  which  the  laft  Parliament  had  complained,  and  juftiy 
^jtmiUbiiiied}  they  receive  him  with  opell  «rros  ;*  the]^  knew  his 
^jMBni^  hiamtegnty,  and  his  virtue ;  they  revered  his  fplendi<i 
iil^aiqriGbeK^.and  they  invitedhim  to  become  their  reprefentative. 
^It^^iia  oppreffioD,  as  it  always  will  do,  produpid  its  oppofito 
y^cA£l^'  aiKthas  his  honourable  relation,  by.  being.  Idriven  from 
jtlKS/iodbit  by  the  infiuence'df  tbb  crown,  iifetit  to  Parliament 

the  reprctenutivc  of  one*  of  the  firft  counties:  in  England* 
^  Therelore  he  ilood  too  high  in  fmne,  too  (vll  of  glory,,  to 

•  require  adclition;il  fupport,  or  to  make  the'fcrvihg  him,  "a 
I  niQtive  in  tlic  defign  or  tlse  motion  he  fhduld  make. 

I  i    He  iicxi  obkrjtdy  that  >he  was  not  unaware-  it  might  be 
i  faid^  how  improper  it  wns^  when  unanimity  was  fo  neceiraryi 
f  in  the  na^7,  to  Atra  nMtter  which  had  a1i«tle  fubTided,  land 
»tbe  revival  of  which  >mi^t  renew  aniniofitiei.    To  thcie 
^  Dpinions,  he  faid,  he'foHy-alTented;  mm  tti^vav  f »fV/4  was  a 

>  maxim  to  which  he  entiielyi  fubfcribed.     Be  it  upon  tlicir 

>  beads,  therefore,   who  began  to  ftir  the  old  caufe  of  difiron- 

•  %cm  1  Let  tliofe  anfwer  for  the  confequei\jces  who  revived  the 
^  dtfpute ;  he  w^(hcd  hishands  pf  it»  It  was  tbe.minifters  that 
I  had  broached  the  fubjcA,  diofe  who  had  adifiied  his  Majefty 

,  to  appoint  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  governor  bf  Greenwich  Hofpita^ 

They  had  brought  hhn  forward  out  of  that'ohreixrity  which 

^he  kerned  to  have  ihougist  moft  becoming  him;  and  they 

>  only  were  to  aronc  to  tbtir  country  for  the  michiefs  that 
»  would  cnfue.  I  The  advocates  of  tlie  miniilry  might  fay,  the 
,  goveromeiit  of  GreeAwidi  Hofpital  was  no  great  matter,  and 
I  that  it  did  not  Signify' biod).  Thofe.who  were  inclined  to 
k  rcafon  tn  this  mEnner,  were  not  awitre'  c^f  the  confequencei 
t  that  would  follow,  nor  the  'great  incoiweiiiences  that  fuf- 

'nSlpK^mgiAt  prefent  appointment  to  pafs  uhcenfured  by  that 
flirjiiDti£  wooU  occaiion. .  .  He  did  not  -  like  to  make  invidious 
.  allnfioDs;  but  they  bad  already  an  iaftanceof  the  extreme 
:  i^dsflkiilty  of  arguing  againft  the  l>eftowing  of  additional  ho- 
I  nours 
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Bours  upon  that:  man  [Lord  G.  Germain]  l^hb  having  been 
once  degraded  and  declared  ^nworthjr  of  I'erving  again,  had 
been  fufFered  to  be  invefted'With  cbtifidence  aod.  hoooar. 
How  did  utj  man  know  tbafctiie  gavdniment  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital  was  the  Only  {ituaii0ii.intb  .which' Sir  Hug^  Palliicr 
would  be  brought  K'ilow  didf:the:Houlie  knlow^hatit  was  nitt 
the  mtention.ofiminifters.to.givef'Bir  Hugh.Pallifcr  the  oom* 
mandof  one  df.OBC  fleets  j:aiid  then  if  the:tippointmeat.was 
attempted  to  hcanimadvierted /upon, .wou^i not dainiftenba 
fumilh^d  with  .this  •ftrDng  anfwcr  to  all  objeftioa  i  ^^  Toi( 
did  not  complaifi' of  the  appoint  mcnt  of  this  gentlenian  to 
the  government  o£.Greenwich:HiQ^tal,  it  was  at  that  tint 
you  fhould  have  objc&ed^  to  objoft  now  is  to  (ierfecute;"  It 
was  for  this  reafon,.Mr«  Fok  faid,  thathe  thought  it  ncceflarv 
at  that  moment  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Hotifex)n  the  &cBLjm 
of  honour  and  pyroiH'givca  to  Sir  Hugh  Palliicr,  . 

He  faid  Ihp  principal  purpofe.  or.  o^cft  of  his  modqa  wai 
the  appoiatmcDt'Of  Sir  Hueh' Palltfer  to  the  govcrnmeot  of 
Greenwich  HoQ)ital,  ^icii  he  eonfidered  as  an  infak  on  tfas 
honour  of  the. tevy^  becaufe  wha(.man  who  ftltas  agentlfr* 
man,  could  be  ha^y  in  the  fervi^e^  or  c:ould  ferve  hit  ^soodt 
try  with  that  ^dal  sind  fjpirit,  frook  which  alone  the  navy <tf 
England  had  gained. its  great  repiitaiion,  wjien  apoft^of  high 
honour  and  profit,  which  had  hitherto  always  been  befiowod 
on  thofe  officers  whofe  fame  :Was  iinfuHied,  and  yvho  had  de« 
ierved  befl  oif  their  country^  was  giVpn  to  a  man  doovided  of 

'ilUfthir  "  " 


having  preferred  a  malicious  and  iliri(iiinded,accufrciQn 
his  commanding  ofiicfer  }  The  appointment  of  Sir  Kuj^'l^alb 
fer  to  the  govemment.of  Greenwich  Hofpi  tsdy. under  all  ^ 
circttmftances:of  it^.  was  a  meafore-.^fi  fo  much  orimlnalitff 
and  at  the  fame  time  was  £b  ^lanngly^  ini^uttouky.  thathe 
knew  not  fcaroeljr  bow  .to  argue  it,  to  give  it  a'ftibnger  ioU 
preiCon  on  the  minds  of  the  Houie,  than  it  muft  neceflicily 
have  of  ttfelf.  It  refembled  one  of  thofe  (elf«cvidtat  propob- 
tions,  which,  bear  the  name  of  axiouoh  in.  malhrmaiicsy  od 
which  nothing  can  beiaid  tO'makethemxkarer  than  itjbey  ira 
of  tbemfelves.  The  only  mode  of  reafoning,  therefore^  that 
be  could  adopt,  was  to  fuppolQ^ol^fbioDSv  and  then  to  qipofe 
thofe  objeAions  with  argumetts.  .Tholaft  time  the  H6u&dc^ 
bated  upon  the.  fub^cd,  <tb<^  vice  admiral  bad  read  to  iim  Gbufe 
a  long  fpeecb^  pceviouHy  prepared  .for  the  pccafion^  thc-maia 
purport  of  which  had  been,  as  far.  as.  he  was  able  to  opdiec^ 
ftand  fuch  parts  of  it  as  be  had  hea^^^,'  to.>rFaignandcalLin 
queftion  tb^  wbol^  conduit  of -the  (lourt^martial  that  tried 
I     .  Admiral 
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MnMVftl:K^4|  atidkilparticuhr  tojmpeaek.tlif  (ctiitHcef 
od:diiirgc[ . 'the,  eottit  with  violent  iftjuftice,  in  hsriiig  de-* 
}lUf€d  the.  vi^  ftdmiral  to  ha,ve  prefefttd  a  madiciottf  iM  ill-" 
nimW  tQ€«f«ti^  the'inativct  pf  the  tke  a^iftiral  not  hav^ 
u  Wm  fubillitttfid:  to  their  coofiderstioAi  '  He.bad  fidce  cii^ 
Hiiic4  iDtQ  the  wfiige  of  iQo«rtiTinani>l^  ii0f}:he  found  it  ifi^a* 
Wrgeneral.pra6ie«9  wbei^they  acijuittedtiy  fietfon  aocufed^ 
6  dedare  tfaeir,  opinion  of  the  naturif  of-th».accaratik>i)« 
2e  wpnld  ther^rt  firft-  fuppofe^  a  £tni\zf  fi^eftloo  to  bt  op- 
wfisd  to  biin  no«r^  and  that  tt  would  be  cootendedi:  that  Ad-« 
^iftl.KeppcPs  conrt^iiiiftnial.had  Pt^  ^  exttahidicial  cell- 
ipieoiiVicO; Admiral  Sir  litkgh  rallifer,  in  itdmngf  that 
iia:tocufatioB  wau  mali^ioui  and  HUfbunded*  Iq  anmef  to 
Ufe^.he  ihoiiM  a^erty  thalt  th«y  had  an  undoiibtecl  right  to 
l^w  tikir  opuiLoh  upoq  the  motiTei  of  the  accetTatioAy  h^tb 
fan  tbcipatnre  of  their  jurifilidioni  and  the  {;#neratuftge  of 
soMv-martiah  l^her  had.thebdkopportooity  of  learning 
hp^  llto|ivtM^  becanft  ati  thefaAs  being  Wore,  them^  (tb# 
gqtfMfojtiJH^itod  fonnattjty  and  all  the  e^idmce  called  itt 
nfiplMcf^  ify  that  the^actrufcTrthoyght  proptir  t0.. adduce}) 
Mqt  5fCTe„peiie&ty  comp^t^t  to  fati  what  thc^mofivea  of 
kft.pBciiftr  wercf  and  whcn»  like  Sir  Hugh  Paltifertiie  fcafi- 
hiosifi^,fyi\td  io  hit  proofs  aifd  .there  camCi  etitf  from  hii 
nifk  mPlltSktf  the  fuUeft  refjatation  of  his  cha^s^  >coiittt« 
ItMtiil.wrf  bound  in  juftice  to  the  honovuri^^-lhe  officer  ac'^ 
MMy-npt  only/to  acquit  him^  but  to  piPOBoqnoeupon  the  mo-^ 
V»»0r>lh.oacMf(7.  This  he  nfferted.was  oolM*  doAripe  j  k 
iMmfl^ed  by  Ipog  pradJcv^  tip  bad  broi^ht  witb.hini  two 
H^.am'iprec^ntfl^  which  .would  fufflce  to:A»ppQrt  what  ho 
BM^Sitfiiii&erabkpficedefiti^  it  was  well  kaowfi//were  to  be 
hwd-'.  .The  £^caie  hcihould  mention^  wM^t^  of  Capt^ 
Q||t|9f^.:in  thpiyeav  1766)  in  tbe'ftpteneeW  wbpfe  court-^ 
Hiajia]^.  the  acipiifation  was  :4td9rcd  to  btf  gfouodVrft^  ar^d 
•Jdfi^,^  Agi^ji^^in  thaM:ftfe  <9£  Capl.  Le^  (.t^.lJffDteiice 
4tft^tip9i  fQnrSrmftial  be  read,)  the.Coun  h?d^  in  ferere 
miillyi  ifpro^tedj  the  accf^fer,  afHl  his  acco&tti^nj  'X»  third 
||f«cfidfaQt:be  bjid  brought|»  ;W«If.  ihat  at  ^  laMcourtrn^aitia^ 
afm  ap:  offi^cK  a  esea^ber.  pf  that  Hoiri^  [Geo^rad.IMionch- 
MlijKrfaoitf  bj}  did  not  fe«.the»i(n  l^is  plaee,  buft  c^  whot^.hc; 
ftli^  never  ^peak  wifhpnt  that  ttCpe&.wU^f  IT^ d^  to^a 
WWP  .fnajM  ..  '  ^'he  wai  tried:  Jiy.  ai eoii!rl!rti<artial^ . whkh 
G«l||:t|^%,(l9RfeCQardsja  ^^%ify,»ttA  which  had.dt<^od^  m 
tfirir  ftnteAccf  of  aci|mf^9t^,  V  that.  tjb<r  f:h9rgcs;:pf!»f$ired  by 
Ciptsdn  Colin  CaiApbelt/  againfl  General  Monckton,  were 
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falfe  and  itofiliiKMls ;  that  it  tppcfared  lio' them',  that  theacdi- 
fer  had  been  aftuated  by  the  worft  cnodves^  and  thtft  they 
had  rcafon  to  believe  the  accufei^  had-impofed  npoti  tlie  com^ 
mander  in  cfaief^  hj  a  fsitfehoodj  to  induce  hiin  to  order  thtf 
court-martiat.*'  '•  From  thcfe  precedents,  ISAt.  Fox  with  great 
fti^ngth-of  a^rgntneat  affirmed,  that  the  ieullbin  of  a  cdnrt-^mar- 
tial  pronoancbg- upon  the  acc(kfer*i  motives  w«s  commonV 
and  therefore  tdie  argument,  that  it  was  extrapidiciat  in  St^ 
Hugh  PaltiiePtfxrafe,  was  frivolous  and  abford.  B^fides,  whrt 
was  it  bat  arraighing  the  honour  And  the  juftice  of  the  ofEcein 
who  compofed  Admifal  Keppel's  CMrt-martial,  to  doeftioii 
«ny  part  of  <heir  condufi  }  Td  prefer  one  individdai  befiMt 
another  wai  common,  beca^fe  one  mad  might  excel  anotjier; 
but  to  pntfer-oii^  fet  of  men  befolv  another  was  illiberal,  be« 
caufe  in  alt  tai^  defcriptions  of  men  there  natDraUy  uraft  be 
snen  of  inregtity  and  virtue.  If  however  any  profeflSon  wu 
parttculafly  bet(ftt-enablM  to  judge  of  points  of  honour  ihsa 
others,  it  ^z\  filrely  the  military  profeffion ;  and  if  be  coaU 
ever  be  brooght  to  fay,  one  bra(Keh  of  a  proMBoA  Aslerfri 
more  credit'as  men  of  fincerity  thsin  another,  he  fholdd  ftf, 
it  was  the  naval  branch,  ahd  for  this'  plain  reafon ;  tlie  min« 
tary  generally  irfidihg  in'  great  cities,  and  popoloui  tioinM| 
imbibed  all  the  manners  of  the  times,  and  as  a  divificAi-of  die 
a/my  was  a)viravs  attendant  on  a  court,  and  made  a  (Mitt  of  Ae 
parade  ioA  •pa^ntry  of  pri  nces,  they  naturally  weit  aeeet 
tomed  to  Si  mom*  courtly  ftileof  talking  fh)h  c^tfr  tatOf 
whereas  navAoffitttirsi' living  chiefly  on  the  boifteiyKis  demeiilt 
far  from<btort8  ^tid  p4-ince$^  were  remarkable  for  a  ro^nA 
of  mailnersiand  a  blunt  integrity  of  fpeecW^  caUittg  evOjr 
thing  they  mentioned  by  aplaiaword,  and  defcribuiiftbcir 
thou^titft  Mtfdt^  as^hey  Were.  When,  tbei^eftH^,  aoMttf* 
martial;  eompoltd  of  nival  officers  of  the  firft  charaAel  IbI 
of  aciU^wlec^d  honbur,  called  an  accufation  malicioas  Mil  j^ 
ilt-fobUded,  which  aiteufetidn  ^hey  had  fully  ihvefkigatedg>B  % 
Ihould/  were  there  no  other  reafodi  io  induce  kim  16^  Atlilillt '  ^ 
were  io,'  be  fti^ongly  inclined  to  beHtve  that  ibt  a<!cilfari*  '' 
wa«  tfialieioQS  and  ill-fOiihded ;  Mt- he  did  not  dotabC  Is  ii 
Ihould'be^blrto  prove,  to  thd^fatis&aiiSrn  of  thi^Hl>tife,lto  ^ 
theve  wiere  othiir. reafon^;  (hit  the  Honfe, '  ditfiiiiilg  the  W  ^ 
Psrrli\ib)€n^,  :)iad  been  of  opinion,  that  the  ^dfation  aniiA  ^ 
Admipil  Keppel  had  been  malicious  and  ill-fcnmded :  andfi^cD  h^ 
that  SiV  Hiigh  P^allifer  himfislf  acquiefced  under  Ube*fenWkt>  p 
and  taeitly  admitted  hU  cHtblnality • 


^ 


Let 


\.  1781.  D    E    B    A   T    ]^    S.  j8^ 

Let  gentlemen  ooafider  the  time  and  the  noonner  in  which 
he  accuiation  was  preferred  by  the  vice  admiral  againft  his 
lOiaourable  relation.  Was  it  as  fo6n  as  he  came  amore  after 
bir  ayth  of  July?  No.  The  Houfe  knew  it  was  not. 
(^MQ  then }  Why  at  a  confiderable  diftant  period  ;  and 
rkat  were  the  circumftances  i  The  vice  admiral  goes  out  a 
appod  yoyage  with  Admiral  Keppel.  He  fava  not  a  word  of 
im  hafing  any  charge  to  make,  hut  keeps  nis  accafation  in 
if  own  oreaitty  and  he  tells  us  now,  that  he  did  not  then 
iaj^9  the  charge,  from  motives  of  regard  to  hit  coantrv. 
ifkjit,  will  he  pretend  that  a  feeling  for  the  national  wel- 
m  furred  him  to  fail  a  fecood  time  under  the  oommandof 
H^^fficer,  guUty  in  his  mind  of  thoTe  five  charges  which  he 
^arwards  preferred  againft  him  ?  Was  it  a  defire  to  promote 
It^pvblic  good  that  induced  him  to  fofier.a  inan  fi>  criminal 
;^i  j(eep  the  command  ?  Ought  he.  not  rather^  if  he  had  an^ 
|q|i.  feelings,  to  have  made  the  charge  the  moment  he  fit  his 
opH.  oo  fliore,  and  to  have  dragged  mat  traitor,  that  cowaxdj 
iifmiral  Keppel,  to  immediate  trial,  and  not  have  fnfiered 
SfU^  ,ta^  enjpy  a  fecond  opportunity  of  djigraeing.the  Britifh 
llg^  by  hia  ignorance,  his  negligence,  his  cowavdice,  and  his 
|p9i^hcry  !  It  was  not  therefore  from  a  regard  tcuthbigood  of 
^.  iC;rvice,  or  the  good  of  his  country,  that.the  acairfatioa 
ms^Iong  concealed,  or  that  it  was  ever  made.'  Thefafi: 
japs^  the  vice  admiral  never  dreamt  of  .making  any  charge 
^1  he  thought  recrimination  neceifary.  -  When4ie  heard  that 
JHifimirs  were  ftirring,  and  that  his  own  condnft-was  qucf- 
Ufilfii^  ihen  it  was  that  he  thought  of  charging  his  com* 
Hl^KliDg  officer  as  a  criminal.  Let  the  Houfe  remember  the 
roroife  that  he  offered  to  Admiral  Keppel :  a  compro- 
which  his  honourable  relation  difdained  to  accept ! 
;  was  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  letter  to  Admiral  Keppel  but  a 
lening  letter  i  A  letter  of  extortion  ?  Did  not  this  ap- 
kt|OP  fufficieotly  prove,  that  the  vice  admiral  was  neither 
I|tie4  by  motives  of  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  fervice,  nor 
for  the  good  of  his  country  }  What  was  it  fhort  of  the 
i^j<P9(  of  a  man  who  committed  a  highway  robbery  ?  — *  an 
a«pt|  not  to  obtain  money  indeed,  but  to  obtain  a  certir 
tp  of  .ch4ra£ter,  through  the  impuUeof  fear  ?  Here  furely 
fore  was  ground  fumcicnt  to  pronounce,  that  the  mo- 
<yf  die  accufer  were  not  honourable;  and  when  it  was 
diMFffl  .that. the  chaige  was  preferred  on  avowed  princi- 
Mes  of  recrimination,  every  man  muft  fee  that  it  originated 
iin  malice,  B  t  not  only  the  court- n\artial^  who  pronounced 
..Vol.  XViiL  Ddd  it 
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it  a  malicious  and  falfe  accufation,  thought  it  fi>^  that  Hoole 
thought  it  fo  likcwife,  for  they  had  vot«l  their  thanksi  n'A 
one  diflcnting  ■  voice  ooly,  to  Admiral  Keppd ;  and  iritfK 
was  the  language  of  the  fpeaker  when  he  gave  thofe  thadiil 
Add  to  this,  what  had  been  the  conduft  of  the  vice  adminl 
himfelf }  Had  he  come  down  there  immediately  after  lb 
trial  was  over,  and  complained  of  the  conduft  of  the  ctMJ^ 
martiaU  No.  He  had  aAed  a  very  different  part.  Hehf' 
refigned  hla  lieutenant  general(hip  of  marines,  he  had  xt6ffd 
his  government  of  Scarborough  caftle,  he  hadre£goedUr  ^ 
ieat  at  the  adnuralty-board,  and  he  had  taken  in  ezchaagefit  ij; 
tkem,  what  ?-*The  valuable  office  of  fteward  of  the  Cbilm 
hundred  !  What  was  this  but  an  acquiefcence  in  the  joSoA 
of  the  fentencse,  a  tacit  acknowledgement  of  the  truth  rfde 
opinion  proucninced  apoa  the  accolation,  and  a  defiretoitfii^ 


had  afterwards  been  induced  to  withdraw  from  its  baogfif*  ^ 
gefied,  by  his  worthy  friend  General  Conway  (now  abU  K 
on  accottnt  of  illnefs)  that  it  looked  like  perfecution,  amItU  ^ 
it  would  be  (ending  the  vice  admiral  down  to  his  triili  ^  ^ 
-  prejudicefrM^what  had  at  that  time  been  the  language  of  ^  i 
Houfe }  What  had  a  learned  gentleman  faid,  who,  he  «*  ^; 
glad  to  fee  was  that  day  in  his  place  i  Had  not  thatgeotl^  ^ 
man  declaned,  he  would  move  to  impeach  the  roinifter*!^  ^^ 
(hould  venture  to  employ  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  again  ?  AndW;  < 
not  another  learned  gentleman,  now  lord  chief  juftice  of  !''• 
Conunon  Pleas,  preUed  that  the  vice  admiral's  flag  might  i^^ 
main  with  him  till  his  death,  that  it  might  fly  over  hisgR^V 
fince  it  never  could  again  be  hoifted  at  the  mBft--head  of  Mr 
of  his  Majefty^s  (hips  ?  It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  v 
crown  lawyers  at  that  time  did  not  think  the  decianDg  ^\ 
accufation  to  be  a  malicious  and  ill  founded  accufatioB,  «^ 
an  extrajudicial  opinion.     With  regard  to  the  right  of  it# 
upon  his  trial,  which  the  vice  admiral  claimed,  he  ibm 
only  fay,  that  the  right  of  reply  was  not  eiTential  juftice,  tM 
even  in  criminal  courts  it  was  thought  fo  invidibus,  tb^ 
was  rarely  claimed,  and  that  in  laad  courts  m^rtisd  it 
pever  allowed. 

He  added,  that  it  was  altogether  unwarrantable  for  the  1 
admiral  or  for  that  Houfe  to  queftion  the  conduft  of  Adfl^ 
ral  Kcppel's  court-martial,  unlefs  they  fet  on  foot  a  piop^ 
an4  •  impartial  eqquiry,  and  after  abfolving  the  memberti^ 
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iit-mautial  from  their  oathi  of  fecrecy,  and  etadnrrned 
Lt  the  bar,  as  to  their  fenfe  of  the  accufation.  Has 
iw  happened,  he  aiked,  (ince  the  fentence  declaring 
ir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  preferred  a  malicious  and  ilN 
d  accufation  was  pronounced,  to  alter  that  general  and 
mnded  opinion  i  The  only  event  that  had  the  leaft  re- 
to  it  was  the  fecond  tiial,  but  had  that  reoioved  the 
;  2  By  no  means.  It  did  not  even  honodrably  not 
mniily  acquit  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  but  on  the  contrary, 
Bd  him  in  lb  many  exprefs  words  with  a  pofitive  neg1e£t 
'Jj }  And  here,  he  faid,  it  would  not  be  amifs  to  examine 
5 into  the  management  of  that  court-martial.  At  the 
time  that  he  faid  this,  he  begged  leave  to  be  underftood 
uing  to  fpeak,  not  to  its  condu£t,  but  to  its  conftitu-^ 
Adiftinftion  worth  attending  to :  for  whoever  fpoke  ta 
idufi,  arraigned  and  qucftioned  the  proceedings  of  the 
.  and  confequently  arraigned  and  queftioncd  the  juftice 
le  honour  of  the  officers  ;  whereas  they  who  fpoke,  at 
ant  to  fpeak,  to  its^  conftitution,  merelv  examined  the 
dings  of  thofe  perfons  under  wbofe  influence  and  ma- 
icot  the  appointment  of  the  court  was  lettted.  Me 
trfrom  impeaching  the  fentence  of  that  court-martial, 
h  -he  couid  not  l^lp  thinking  there  was  ftrong  ground 
^ion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  co'nrt  was  infti- 
M r.  Fox  then  read  over  the  names  of  the  officers  wha 
cafiir  Hugh  Pallifer^s  court-martial,  and  0iewed  that 
ua  Duncan  was  by  accident  a  member  of  rr,  that  a  ne-^ 
,of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  (who  might  have  had  leave  of  ab> 
)  fat  upon  it,  and  that  three  of  the  other  members  were 
nof.the  blue  fquadron,  and  if  there  had  been  guiit  found, 
IJiave  been  implicated  in  that  guilt.  Upon  the  whole, 
tfas,  as  he  had  obferved,  great  ground  for  fufpicion  of 
eevering  and  trick  in  the  conftitution  of  the  coCh-t. 
fice  admiral's  condu£t  alfo  was  liable  to  doubt ;  for  ia 
manner  had  he  fettled  his  evidence  and  the  witnefles^ 
n.  names  he  had  given  in  ?  He  had  not,  like  Admiral 
d^'defired  that  every  officer  in  the  fleet  might  be  called, 
ad  a&ed  for  particular  perfons,  and  for  Captain  Keith 
c«ad  another  gentlen>an,whom  he  had  never  examined. 
:  gentlemen,  it  was  true,  were  examined  by  the  judge 
ate  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  but  they  were  not  called 
C-  vice  admiral.  Was  it  not  therefore  warrantable  t<y 
fc,  that  they  were  merely  fet  down  as  witncffes  to  pre- 
Itcir-being  judges }  Admiral  Keppefs  condu£l  was  the 
D  d  d  2  di-rea: 
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dlreft  oppofite.  Fearleft  of  'danger,  becaufc  coniciom  c 
Boccncey  liehada£ked  in  the  inoft  open,  artlels,  andi 
lerved  manner ;  nay,  he  had  even  himfelf  put  a  qaeftii 
each  of  his  witnefles,  that  none  of  his  counfel,  nor  an] 
of  his  friends,  would  have  ventured  to  have  propofed  fbi 
to  aflc.  The  qneftion  he  alluded  to  was  the  ^eral  qn 
which  he.  put  to  every  witneis,  not  what  parucular  fpec 
aegleft  and  mifconduft  they  obferved  in  him  on  the  i) 
July,  but  whether  or  no  they  faw  any  inftance  of  nM;li] 
or  n)iicondu£l  in  his  behaviour  the  whole  day  ?  An 
notwithftanding.tbe  difiEerent  conduA  of  the  two  adn 
and  Ac  different  eonftitution  of  the  courts  that  tried  i 
what  bad  been  the  fentences  ?  By  the  one,  Admiral 
pel  had  been  honourably  and  unantmouily  acquitted,  ai 
accufer  pronounced  a  falfe  and  malicious  accufer;  I 
other,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  faid  to  have  behaved  in  a 
emplary  and  meritorious  manner  in  many  inftanccs,  ^ 
4iTt€tly  implied  that  hisconduAhad  been  the  reverfein 
inftances :  he  was  then  condemned  as  having  been  goi 
criminal  negleft,  in  omitting  to  let  the  admiral  know  b 
Fox  frigate,  the  condition  of  the  Formidable,  and  afte 
he  was  acquitted.  So  that  the  fentence  of  acquitta 
neither  the  word  *'  honourable,''  nor  the  word  *<  u 
*^  mouft**  in  it,  and  even,  while  it  acquitted,  fixed  a  c 
of  criminality. 

The  fecona  fentence,  he  faid,  confirmed  the  firft ;  fbi 
fliould  be  the  man  to  prefer  a  malicious  and  ill-fonndc 
cufation  againfl  his  commander,  but  an  inferior  officer, 
had  himfelf  been  guilty  of  a  negle£l  of  duty  }  From  fi 
quarter  only  was  it  likely  that  fuch  an  accufationfl 
arife.  He  who  is  confcious  of  guilt  cannot  bear  the 
cence  of  others;  be  tries  to  reduce  other  charafterst 
own  level ;  and  the  hiftory  of  mankind  teaches  us,  tfai 
bighefl,  the  moft  virtuous,  the  moft  glorious  of  men 
the  moft  envied^  the  moft  hated,  and  the  moft  liable  t 
Ipmny, -detraction,  and  malevolence.  Hence  the  accd 
againft  Admiral  Keppel,  and  hence  the  record  of  the 
admiral's  malice !  But  even  if  the  fentence  of  the  fi 
court-martial  had  been  as  warm,  as  honourable,  and  as 
nimous  as  that  which  acquitted  Admiral  Keppel,  if  i 
l^laced  the  conduft  of  the  vice  admiral  on  the  ijxh  of 
t/OL  the  moft  exalted  point  of  view,  fiill  it  would  not 
done  away  the  declaration  that  he  had  preferred  a  mali 
and'  ill-founded  accufaiion  againft  his  commanding  off 
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m$  ^though  ft  might  have  excited  bis  pity^  to  be  forced  to 
MMT  Aat  true  gi^atnefs  of  mind  did  not  always  accompany 
iAaoM^hed  valoar,  and  that  a  brave  and  gallant  admiral 
botfla  have  »ven  way  to  his  paflions,  and  have  defcended  to 
hi  fnta&neis  of  preferring  a  malicious  and  ill-founded  ac- 
tfUKion  againft  his  commander,  it  would  not  have  juftified 
idnifittn  in  beftowing  an  office  of  high  rank,  an  office  of 
ll^bkiguilhed  rank,  an  office  looked  up  to  by  the  navy  as  the 
WBfo  and  profpeft  of  honeft  ambition,  on  a  man  who  flood 
MMrded  ai  a  falie  and  oaalicious  accufer. 
I  «Ff€Kn  the  appointment  of  this  man  to  the  government  of 
Bvete^ich-Hofpital,  he  faid,  every  thing  dangerous  to  the 
Mblic  iaterefl  was  to  be  apprehended.  The  officers  of  the 
^•ry  in  general  would  be  diiguiled,  becaufe  they  would  fee 
||MC  honour  and  bravery  combined  were  not  the  merits  that 
itare  now  thought  worthy  of  reward,  but  that  malice  and 
ibftitey  were  ftrong  claims  with  the  prefent  minifters.  Dif- 
i^fHine  and  fubordination  would  ceafe,  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
pkTf  would  be  broken  ;  thus  would  the  great  and  only  folid 
ArbBgth  of  this  country  be  annihilated.  Every  inferior  offi- 
itBSTf  conicious  of  his  own  guilt,  would  threaten  his  comman- 
r.Ar  with  a  court-marcial,  and  feeing  that  difot}edience  of 
^iideri  wa«  countenanced  and  rewarded,  would  negleA  hit 
pdvCy,  from  the  idea  that  he  was  fure  of  protcAion.     What 

was  it  that  had  driven  fo  many  great  and  diftinguifhed  com- 
^Ittander^  'fnotn  the  fervice,  but  that  they  now  found  thcy 
ItooiAmim  ferve  with  fccuriiy  to  their  honour.  Why  was  not 
f  Adbninil-Barrington  employed  ?  Admiral  Barrington,  confef- 
:^ly  a  eood  officer,  and  a  zealous  lover  of  his  country  1 
'Adtniral  Barrington,  it  was  faid,  wa^  willing  to  go  out  le- 
cood  in  command,  but  would  not  accept  of  a  chief  command. 
Admiral  Barrington  had  as  much  honeft  ambition  as  other 
^officers,  and  he  prefumed  Admiral  Barrington  was  as  thirfly 
6f  honour ;  why  then  did  Admiral  Barrington  decline  ac- 
cepting  a  chief  command  i  To  what  could  it  be  impute<^, 
hat  to  his  feeing  that  a  commander  in  chief  had  fpies  fet  upon 
fcim,  that  he  was  not  fafe,  that  it  lay  in  the  power  of  his  in- 
Jerior  officer  to  attack  his  honour,   to  attack  his  life,  and  to 

bnmt  a  malicious  and  ill-founded  accufation  againfl  him  ; 

and  if  it  fuceeeded,  his  ruin  was  certain,  at  any  rate  his  ac- 
^c«fer  would  be  prote£led  and  rewarded.     How  happened  ir, 

that  one  officer  commanded  the  fieet  the  beginning  of  the 
'taft  campaign,  and  as  foon  as  he  could  know  what  he  wac 

abotit^  rcfig^d  the  command,  and  another  was  appointed  } 

-'   ■  Theii?: 


390  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781. 

Thefe  were  all  marters  that  it  was  fair  to  fuppore  had  their 
origin  in  the  mifchieTous  fyfteiii  of  the  prdent  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty.  He  concluded  with  faying,  that  no  manouglit 
to  be  promoted,  who  had  rendered  himfclf  unworthy  of  % 
rank  in  a  profellion  Co  honourable  as  that  of  the  Britm^ 
navy  ;  and  by  enameratine  the  feveral  heads  of  his  fpcedy 
in  order  to  remind  the  Houfe  of  the  grounds  on  which  hci 
lefted  his  intended  motion ;  thefe  were,  that  it  proceeded  ' 
not  from  peribnal  enmity  ;  that  the  court-martial,  who  tried 
Admiral  Keppel,  were  perfeflly  competent  to  declare  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  preferred  a  malicious  :)nd  ill-founded 
accufation ;  that  the  declaration  was  warranted  by  a  variety 
of  undeniable  fafts  and  circumftances  ;  that  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 
lifer had  himiclf  acquiclced  in  the  juftice  of  the  fcntence ; 
that  the  Houfe  had  acknowledged  its  truth ;  that  the  featence 
of  the  fecond  court*martiaI  was  neither  an  honourable  nor 
an  unanimous  acquittal;  and  laftly,  that  the  pronaotionofa 
perfon,  declared  to  have  preferred  a  malicious  and  ill-found- 
ed accufation  againft  his  commander  in  chief,  was  a  noeafure 
fubverfive  of  the  difcipline,  and  derogatory  to  ibe  honour  of 
the  Britifh  navy. 

He  then  called  upon  the  young  members  for  their  fupport, 
declaring  that  he  made  the  appeal  from  a  conviAion  that  the 
higheft  Tenfe  of  honour  always  glowed  in  youthful  bofomi, 
and  that  they^  were  moft  likely  to  aft  according  to  the  die- 
tates  of  their  own  hearts,  without  (ervileljr  en>bffacing  the 
opinions  of  other  men.  He  read  his  motion,  wbi^  waS| 
'^  that  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliier  to  be  governor 
of  Greenwich-Hofpital,  after  he  liad  been  declared  guilty 
of  having  preferred  a  malicious  and  ill-founded  acculatioo 
againft  his  commanding  officer,  by  the  fentence  of  a  court- 
martial,  was  a  meafure  totally  fubverfive  of  the  difciplinc, 
and  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the  navy." 
UriKartb.  Lord  North  rofe,  and  declared  that  he  (hould  not  attempt 
to  follow  the  honourable  gentleman  over  the  vaft  field  of 
matter  which  he  had  introduced,  fupporting  with  a  great  desl 
of  eloquence,  as  he  always  did,  and  he  muft  give  him  leart 
to  fay,  with  a  great  deal  of  art,  the  motion  which  had  juft 
been  read.  A  motion  which  carried  upon  the  face  of  it| 
nnd  muft  convey  to  all  who  faw  or  heard  it,  an  idea  that  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  was  declared  to  have  preferred  a  malicious  and 
ill  founded  accufation  againft  bis  commander  in  chief^  by  s 
court-martial  before  whom  he  had  been  tried  on  a  charge  of 
Oiaiice  and  falfhoood,  and  who  were  tt^nce  perfedlly.coqipc- 

tcol 
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I  able  to  pafs  fuch  a  (cntence  upon  hini-  He  thought 
therefore,  even  in  that  early  part  of  his  fpeech,  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  that  before  he  fat  down, 
lid  certainly  move  to  amend  the  queftion,  by  intro- 
words  tendmg  to  Ihew,  that  the  court-martial  which 
i  the  accufatioD  preferred  againft  Admiral  Keppel, 
ns  and  ill-founded,  were  not  appointed  to  try  the 
,  nor  had  they  heard  him  in  his  own  defence.  If 
t  oeceiTary  to  make  any  motion  ftating  the  merits  of 
;ament,  certainly  the  whole  truth  ought  to  be  told  in 
3tion  ;  whereas^  as  the  motion  made  by  the  honour* 
ntleman  flood,  only  one  part  of  the  troth  was  told, 
at  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  prejudice  the  vice  admiral 
minds  of  all  who  heard  of  the  motion.  His  lordfhip 
the  Houfc  to  obferve,  that  the  motion  before  them 
c  a  motion  tending  either  to  criminate  or  acquit  Sir 
Pallifer,  but  a  leading  motion  to  condemn  and  convift 
Ti  of  having  advifed  his  Majefty  to  bellow  the  go- 
:nt  of  Greenwich-Hofpital  on  an  unworthy  obje£l. 
oufe  therefore  were  to  a£l  in  a  judicial  capacity,  and 
lim  and  the  reft  of  the  King's  fervants  upon  the  point 
n  the  motion  ;  for  if  blame  were  due,  he  was  free  to 
that  a  part  of  it  belonged  to  him  in  common  with 
liniftera j  he  trufted,  however,  he  fhould  be  able  to 
t  appear,  that  the  motion  was  falfe  in  fa^,  that  it 
juft,  and  that  no  blame  was  due,  for  that  minifters 
ne  no  more  than  their  duty.  With  regard  to  the  ho- 
le gentleman^s  argutncnr,  upon  the  competency  of  the 
nartial  to  pronounce  upon  the  accufer's  motives,  he 
ire  the  honourable  gentleman  and  the  Houl'e,  that  he 
t;  the  fmallefi  intention  to  arraign  the  court-martial, 
ueftion  their  condaA  :  but  this  he  mnft  fay,  their 
1  that  the  accufation  was  malicious  and  ill -founded^ 
idoubtedly  an  extrajudicial  opinion.  The  honour- 
nlleman^  forefeeing  that  the  objeftion  would  be  made 
t  ground,  had,  with  a  wonderful  deal  of  ingenuity, 
oured  to  prove,  that  the  opinion  was  not  cxtrajudi- 
'Ut  the  mode  in  which  he  had  argued  it,  was  obviouf- 
attempt  to  confound  and  miflead  the  Houfc,  rather 
fair  endeavour  by  candid  reafoning  to  imprefs  con- 
on  the  minds  of  all  who  heard  him.  The  honoura- 
itleman  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  maintain' 
le  court-martial  ought  to  have  done  this,  and  had 
t  tp  h^ve  done  that :  the  queflion  was  not  what  the . 

court 
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court  ought  to  have  done,  but  what  it  did.     The  cmirt* 
martial  certaioly  had  pronounced  the  accaiatioa  malicioQi 
and  iiUfounded,  although  the  accufer  had  never  been  haid 
as  to  his  motive.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that 
the  right  of  reply  was  not  eiTential  ta  juftice,  and  rardj 
claimed  by  an  accufer     The  honourable  gentteman,  fnn 
the  trouble  he  had  given  himrelf  to  make  himfelf  maflcr 
of  the  fuhje£t,  could  not  but  know,  that  in  naval  courti 
martial,  it  was  no  unufual  thing  to  claim  it,   no  unufoal 
thing  to  exercife  it.     In  the  trials  of  Admiral  Knowles,  and 
of  the  captains  who  accufed  him,  it  was  claimed  and  exer- 
cifcd  on  ail  the  trials.     Abundant  and  recent  inftances  could 
alio  be  adduced  to  prove  that  the  right  of  reply  was  not  fo 
rarely  claimed  as  the  honourable  gentleman  was  pleafed  to 
lay  it  was  in  the  courts  of  criminal  law.    But  the  honourable 
gentleman   feeling   that  his  argument  was  not  fufficiently 
tlrengthened  by  the  precedents  which  he  produced,  and  no- 
body ever  denied  that  there  were  not  precedents  tobefoundy 
had  rccourlb  to  another  method  of  gaining  his  point,  anJ 
had  endeavoured  to  demonftrate  the  malice  of  the  motins 
of  the  accuration,  by  referring  to  the  antecedent  conduftof 
Sir  Hugh  t'allifer,  as   well  as  to  h>s  conduft  after  the  trial. 
The  word   recrimination  is   the   great  inftrument  of  proof  i 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  applies,  in  hopes  to  fix  ao  j 
impreilion  on  the  minds  of  the  Houfc,  that  the  accufer  was  | 
ftimulated   by  malice.     Will  the   honourable  gentleman  be  j 
pkalcd  to  recolleft  that  recrimination  may  be  innocent;  it  j 
may  ariic  from  a  good  motive  as  well  as  from  a  bad  onCi  i: 
The  man  who  tells  another  who  firft  charges  him  with  a  ;^ 
crime,  "  If  you  do  not  withdraw  your  charge,  I  will  chaij^  - 
you  with  another  crime,"  fuch  a  man  undoubtedly  is  a  crh  .^ 
minal  recriminator,  and  his  motive  is  a  bale  one.     But  that  ^ 
is  not  pretended  to  be  the  complexion  of  the  prefentale.  ^ 
The  vice  admiral  finds  himfelf  cenfured,  and  that  bv  ibe  ^ 
ofliccrs  of  the  commander  in  chief.     Cenfure  from  (ucht^. 
quarter  is  no  light  matter ;  every  man  of  honour  muft  fed  ^ 
it  to  the  quick,  mufl  be  anxious  to  get  it  explained;  ao  .- 
oiFicer  who  has  not  this  feeling,  can  neither  be  a  brave  nor  a 
good  man.     The  vice  admiral  inftantly  applies  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  to  do  him  juilice,  and  he  failft  in  his  appli- 
cation ;  feeling  as  every  man  of  fpirit  muft  feel  on  fuchaa 
occafion,  and  anxious  to  do  away  th^  calumny  that  ilia 
circulation,  and  tends  to  point  him  out  as  the  caufe  of  idf' 
cumflance,  not  very  agreeable  to  the  people  of  Grci^t  Britain* 
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iz.  the  faft,  that  a  fleet  of  France  had  efcaped  from  a  Bri- 
fh  iquadron  of  equal  force,  he  appeals  to  the  public,  and 
lyi  the  blame  where  he  thinks  it  ought  to  lie.  This  is  the 
ict;  but  where  the  malice  lies  is  not  fo  eafily  to  be  diTco- 
ered.  The  line  of  conduA  was  natural ;  any  man,  with  the 
titt  lotentionsy  might  have  done  the  fame.  Had  the  vice 
dmiral  refted  patiently  under  the  flander,  ilander  not  fo  light 
tcommon  newfpaper  abufe,  but  coming  from  fomethinglike 
mbority,  bis  cfarifiian  forl^earance  might  have  excited  praifc, 
int  hn  fenfe  of  honour  would  not  have  been  deemed  over- 
iroof.  "  What  were  the  charges  ?  Were  they  falfe  fafls  ? — 
^ertaiDly  they  were  not;  for  the  honourable  admiral  who 
rastriea  upon  them,  did  not  deny,  but  juftified  them.  Then 
t  being  admitted,  that  the  charges  were  true  in  fa£V,  it  fol- 
OW89  lurcly,  that  the  motives  might  be  bad  information, 
)cciilar  deception,  or  error  in  judgment.  But  what  accufa- 
ionhad  Admiral  Keppel  preferred  }  He  has  repeatedly  tcld 
his  Houie  be  never  preferred,  he  never  would  prefer  any  ; 
Hbfire  then  was  the  recrimination  ?  Ei.ber  it  muft  be  admitted 
Hat  the  commander  in  chief  accufed  iirfl,  or  it  can  never  be 
lid  that  the  vice  admiral  recriminated. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  argued,  that  the  Houfe  had 
fcft^f  adopted  the  fentence  of  the  court-martial  in  all  its  parts, 
nd  that  the  vice  admiral,  by  his  relignation  of  his  offices  and 
R^ployments,  had  acquicfed  under  it,  and  tacitly  admitted  its 
aftice.  Thefe  were  very  extraordinary  arguments  to  ufe  ! 
Vhat  1  becaufe  the  Houfe  at  a  time  when  a  kind  of  phrenzy 
:iid  madtiefs  prevailed,  paifed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Admiral 
keppel,  in  which  vote,  he  and  others,  merely  on  account 
f' the  temper  of  the  times,  filently  acquiefced,  did  it  follow 
hat  they  adopted  the  whole  of  the  fentence  of  the  court- 
riartial  ?  -:—  By  no  means.  He  thought  then,  and  he  thought 
kCW,  riiat  the  declaring  the  accufation  fnaliciou>  knd  ill- 
bmided,  without  having  tried  the  accufer  upon  an)  fuch 
terrge  was  an  extra-judicial  opinion.  It  certainly  was  an 
nttra-judicial  opinion,  and  fo  it  muft  remain.  As  to  the 
ahguage  of  the  fpeaker,  it  was  natural  for  the  gentlemaa 
RTho  filled  the  chair  at  the  time  to  ufe  the  language  of  the 
fentence  as  nearly  as  he  could  ;  but  then  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman fays,  "  the  Houfe  ordered  the  (peech  and  the  honou- 
rable admiral's  reply  to  be  printed  ;"  it  was  a  motion  of  courfe, 
and  the  fame  reaibns  which  prevailed  for  gentlemen  not  to 
refifttfaefirfl  motion,  prevailed  ap:^in  in  that  iiiilance.  But 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  laid,  ihat  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's 
Vqtl.  XVIlf.  Eec  refig. 
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refignation  of  his  places  and  employments  was  a  tacit  admlffioa 
of  his  criminality.  Does  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  to 
fay,  that  no  man  reiigns  but  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  crimina- 
lity ?  Surely  he  will  not  be  the  firft  to  lay  down  that  doc- 
trine !  He  knows  that  reiignations  proceed  from  different 
caufo.  The  caufe  of  a  refignation  may  be  good,  it  may  h 
bad,  or  it  may  be  indifferent.  If  the  honourable  gentleman's 
poiition,  that  refignation  proceeds  from  a  confcioufnefs  of 
guilt,  were  carried  to  its  full  length,  every  man,  who,  like 
the  honourable  gentleman,  refigns  a  good  employment,  might 
be  faid  toacquiefe  in  a  charge  of  his  own  guilt,  and  thereby 
furnifh  evidence  againft  himfelf. 

^uam  t enter e  nofmet  legem  fancimus  biiquam* 
Some  men  refign  their  places  for  the  fake  of  the  public  quiet; 
ibme  refign  from  arithmetical  calculations,  that  it  may  be 
wifer  to  give  up  a  place  of  fmall  value  now,  in  order  to  gcta 
better  at  another  time ;  others  again  from  motives  of  political 
fagacity.  They  difcover  a  ftorm  approaching,  and  "  fnuff 
it  gathering  in  the  iky  f  *  they  fee  an  adminiftratioa,  as  they 
think,  tottering,  and  they  leave  them  in  the  hopes  of  coming 
into  high  office,  by  joining  an  oppofite  party.  All  thefc, 
the  gentleman  well  knows,  are  motives  of  refignation  ;  why 
then  muft  it  follow  that  the  vice  admiral  was  compelled,  ei- 
ther by  a  bad  or  an  indifferent  motive,  to  refign  ?  For  hii 
part  he  believed  the  vice  admiral  refigned  from  a  very  good 
motive;  in  order  to  reflore  the  public  peace;  in  order  that 
the  florm,  the  phrcnzy,  the  madnefs  of  the  times,  might 
fubfide  !  Had  the  honourable  gentleman  forgot  the  temper  of 
the  times,  when  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel  was  over  r  Had 
it  totally  flipped  his  memory,  that  the  town  was  in  a  tumult 
for  three  nights  together,  illuminated  by  command  of  a  mob, 
and  nothing  but  difbrder  to  be  feen  in  every  quarter  ?  Had 
the  honourable  gentleman  forgot  that  he  and  his  friends  were 
obliged  to  go  out  early  in  a  cold  raw  February  morning,  to 
endeavour  to  quell  the  tumult,  and  difperfe  the  mob  ?  Thefc 
circumftances  confidered,  it  furely  was  a  laudable  part  in  the 
vice  admiral,  to  retire,  till  men  came  to  their  fenfes  again, 
and  till  reafon  took  place  of  phrenzy  and  popular  madnefs. 
PolTibly  the  honourable  gentleman  thought  thofe  happy  timesi 
and  that  none  but  thofe  who  were  conffious  of  ciiminaUty, 
would  fhrink  from  them. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  framed  hid  motion,  folcly 
by  the  fentence  of  one  court-martial,  and  had  not  taken  the 
leafl:  notice  in  it  of  the  fentence  of  the  other.  In  the  courfc 
of  his  fpeecfay  indeed,  he  had  nibbled  at  the  conilitutioo  of 
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the  fecond  court  martial,  and  had  endeavoured  to  fhew,  tha^ 
it  was  fettled  by  manoeavre  and  trick;  all  the  honourable  gcn- 
tleSmai)  had  faid  on  that  head,  like  what  he  had  thrown  out, 
00  msmy  other  points,  was  merely  with  a  view   to  confound 
aad  niiilead  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  becaufe  undoubtedly 
the  conftitutionof  the  court-martial,  which  tried  Vice  Admiral 
Sir  Hugh  PalUfer,  was  not  then  thefubjeft  under  coniideration, 
nor  had  it  any  relation  to  the  motion  then  before  the  Houfe, 
Whenever  the  honourable  gentleman  wasdifpofed  togointo  the 
oonfideration  of  that  queftion,  he  would  meet  him  fairly  upon 
it,  and  go  through  it  fully  ;  in  the  mean  time  he  (hould  only 
obferve  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  exprefsly  faid,  he 
had  not  the  lead  fault  tofiiid  with  the  condufl  of  the  court- 
martial,  and  although  he  had  declared  that  Captain  Duncan 
became  a  member  of  that  court-martial  merely  bv  accident, 
he  had  not  attempted  to  prove  that  Captain  Walters,    (Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer's  nephew)  was  not  a  member  of  it  alfo,  by 
u  accident.     The  faA  was,  a  member  was  taken  ill,  and 
therefore  Captain  Walters  was  called  upon  it ;  putting  the 
one  againft  the  other,  therefore,  that  part  of  the  argument 
was  fettled.    With  regard  to  the  fentence  of  the  fecond 
QDart-martial,  the  honourable  gentleman  has  endeavoured  to 
prove,  becaufe  the  ^.-xprefs  words,  ^^  honourable  and  unani- 
mous,'' are  not  in  it,   the  acquittal  was  neither  honourable 
Bor  unanimous.    This  is  rather  draining  the  argument,  for 
it  is  impoffible  to  know  how  far  the  acquittal  was  unanimous,  . 
but  certainly  it  was  honourable,   becaufe  it  exprefsly  ftated, 
that  the  vice  admiral's  condu£b  was  in  many  infiances  highly 
tMimplary  and  meritorious..     Surely  a  fentence  recording  a 
matter  lb  ftrongly,  which  is  in  itfelf  a  matter  of  great  honour, 
iii  an  honourable  acquittal,  and  indeed  every  acquittal  from 
a  charge'which  implies  guilt,  is  honourable  ;  but  moil  efpeci- 
ally  when  in  oppofition  to  the  charge,  it  ftates  that  the  con- 
duA  of  the  party  tried  was  highly  exemplary  and  meritorious 
in  many  inuances.     His  lordmip  faid,  what  further  rendered 
it  an  honourable  acquittal  was,  that  the  vice  admiral  went 
down  to  his  trial  when  a  loud  and  almoft  an  univerfal  clamour 
prevailed   againft  him  ;  when  every  means  were  taken  both 
within  doors  and  without  to  prejudice  him ;  when  gentlemen 
in  that  Houfe  did  all  they  could  to  prevent  his  being  tried, 
and  even  urged  the  not  lending  him  to  trial  on  the  popular 
icore  of  humanity.     But  what  had  been  the  vice  admiral's 
oondu£l  ?  — rhe  inlifted  on  a  trial ;  he  knew  that  ruin  or  ho- 
qpur  muft  be  the  iflue,  he  flood  the  danger,  and  his  chara£ter 
itreeftablilhed  !  A  fpeech  had  been  read  from  the  votes, 
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^herein  It  was  faid  ^^  the  generous  mind  could  not  reap  hi^ier 
fatisfaflion  than  when  to  the  hour  of  arduous  trial  the  hour  of 
honourable  acquittal  fucceeds."  This  fentiment  {hould  furdy 
be  adopted,  and  univerfally  feit,  when  a  brave  man  had  been 
acquitted,  who  had  been  opprefled  and  perfccuted,  but  had 
nobly  relified,  and  having  ftaked  all  for  his  charader,  had 
come  ofF  vidlorious.  He  repeated  it,  that  the  prefent  quefiioa 
was  not  whether  Admiral  Keppel  or  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  moft 
honourably  acquitted,  but  whether  miniflcrs  ought  or  ought 
not  to  have  recommended  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  his  Majefty  it 
a  fit  objefi  of  reward,  and  he  contended  that  miniflcrt  would 
have  been  highly  criminal,  coniidering  a  long  life  of  fervtces^ 
coniidering  his  acknowledged  Ikill  and  bravery  as  an  offi- 
cer, and  coniidering  his  honourable  acquittal,  for  facfa  he 
contended  his  acquittal  was,  had  they  not  done  it.  He  took 
notice  that  Mr.  Fox  had  attempted  to  throw  out  inilnuations 
that  adminiflration  perfecuted  Admiral  Keppet  at  Windfor; 
the  honourable  gentleman  well  kqew,  he  faid,  that  the  foft 
was  not  fo ;  he  had  caft  the  imputation  merely  to  inflame 
the  pailions  of  his  hearers,  but  even  if  it  could  be  ferionily 
rnaintamed,  was  it  not  equally  true  that  oppofition  ufed  every 
ipeans  in  their  power  to  perfecute  the  friends  of  gdvcrmnen^ 
to  prevent  their  eleftions,  and  to  harraf»'  them,  where  they 
could  not  prevent  them  i  His  lord(hip  having  paid  a  com- 
pliment to  the  military  and  naval  members,  faying  he  had 
liot  the  leaft  fear  but  that  they  would,  as  the  honoaraUe 
gentleman  had  called  upon  tbedi  to  do,  pay  attention  to  die 
debrte,  and  do  nn  aA  ofjufliceby  rel'cuing  an  injured  and 
gallant  officer  from  the  violent  rage  of  unprecedented  perfecnr 
tion,  concluded  with  recapitulating  the  chief  points  of  bis 
arguments,  declaring,  that  the  part  of  the  fentence  ofAd"- 
miral  Keppel'scourt*^ martial,  which  pronounced  the  accufa^ 
tjon  malicious  and  ill-founded,  was  an  extrajudicial  opinion; 
that  Vice-admiral  Pallifer  had  never  been  tried  on  any  focH 
charge  ;  that  he  had  been  moft  honourably  acquitted  by  the 
court-martial  which  afterwards  tried  him.  and  that  he  had 
ferved  his  King  and  country  with  undpubtcd  bravery  .^nd 
honour  for  five  and  forty  years. 

His  lordfliip  then,  with  the  folicitpr  gcneraPi  afliftancCj 
made  feveral  amendments  (o  the  inption,  which  made  it  ruQ 
thus ; 

"  That  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  who  by  the  officers  who 
fat  on  the  court-martial  held  for  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppely 
and  before  whom  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  no^  charged  witb 
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any  malice  in  the  accufation  of  the  faid  admiral,  or  heard  in 
his  defence,  is  declared  to  have  preferred  an  ill-founded  accu- 
iktion  againft  his  commander  in  chief,  and  whofe  condud  on 
the  27th  of  July,  1778,  by  a  fubfequent  court-martial,  was, 
after  a  full  examination,  declared  to  be  in  many  refpeAs 
highly  exemplary  and  meritorious,  and  who  has,  during  the 
courfe  of  forty-nve  years,  ferved  the  crown  both  in  his  civil 
and  military  capacity,  with  great  ability,  bravery,  and  fide- 
lity ;  was  a  meafure  totally  iubveriive  of  the  difcipline,  and 
dcro^tory  to  the  honour  of  the  navy.'* 

His  lordfhip,  before  he  fat  down,  declared,  he  would  con- 
lent  to  omit  the  amendment  wholly,  if  Mr,  Fox  would  agree 
to  take  out  thofe  words  from  the  motion,  ^^  who  by  the  fen* 
tcnce  of  a  court-martial  is  declared  to  have  preferred  a  ma- 
licious and  ill-founded  accufation  againft  his  commander  in 
chief,"  and  would  let  the  motion  go  to  a  diviiion  in  general 
tCFmSy  thus:  "  That  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
to  the  government  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  is  a  meafure  fub- 
irerfive  of  the  difcipline,  and  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the 
Britifh  navy." 

Mr.  Fox  faid  he  would  not  agree.  Mr.  Toe. 

^  Lord  Hiwe  faid,  before  he  fpoke  to  a  qucftion  afFefting  Lord  ffw*. 
ninifters,  who  from  his  obfervation  of  their  conduA,  appear- 
ed to  have  neither  plan,  forefight,  nor  conliftency,  he  fhould 
beg  leave  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  few  words  refpeding 
hfanfelf.  Adminiftration  had  lately  done  him  the  honour  to 
Qoovince  him,  that  they  did  not  conlider  him  as  yet  written 
down.  A  perfon,  who  had  ailumed  the  charader  of  Cicero, 
in  a  ferxes  of  letters,  which  had  made  their  appearance  during 
tbe  receis  of  Parliament,  had  thought  proper  to  charge  him 
wkh  being  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  with  having  been 
engaged  in  treafonable  intrigues  with  Dr.  Franklin  ;  but  this 
fiibtxle  fpirit,  which  avowed  a  perfeA  knowledge  of  the  whole 
tranfadion,  had  been  pleafed  to  add,  ^^  that  its  compaflion  from 
the  nature  of  its  exiftence  would  ever  prevail  on  it  to  prefer 
mercy  to  juftiee,  and  that  it  was  led  to  this  by  fome  hte 
narks  of  penitence  fhewn  by  this  deluded  and  unfortunate 
nobleman  (meaning  him)  therefore  the  lubtile  fpirit  would 
forbear  to  mention  the  intrigues  concerted  under  the  dilguife 
of  a  game  at  chefs.- ■  Now  though  Cicero  had  forborne-to  flate 
the  nature  of  his  ireafon,  iom^body  ebe  might,  and  therefore 
his  lordfhip  faid,  he  thought  it  wi.cft  lotdl  it  himfclf.  Who- 
jBver  the  writer  was,  he  was  perfeftly  right  as  to  the  f?ft,  but 
I^TfMig  as  to  the  period  of  tin^e  when  he  choic  toiix  it.  The 
:       *.  matter 
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matter  Jid  occur,  and  the  game  of  chefs  was  played,  when  he 
had  a  converfation  relative  to  America  with  Dr.  Franklin, 
but  it  w?s  not  at  the  time  that  Cicero  had  faid  it  was.  At 
that  period  he  had  accepted  of  his  Majcfty's  commiffion,  cm-r 
powering  him  to  aft  for  his  country  in  the  beft  manner  his 
jiadgment  (hould  direft,  in  order  to  fettle  the  differences  with 
Anvcrica  ;  whereas  the  faft  occurred  a  year  before  ;  if  it  was 
treafon,  however,  it  was  right  the  public  iliould  know  all 
the  traitors,  and  therefore  having  ftated  his  own  gutit,  he 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  fay  who  participated  in  it ; 
his  fellow  traitor  was  no  other  than  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon,  who  was  acquainted  with  the  whole  tranfaftion 
at  that  lime,  by  Dr.  Franklin's  confent.  The  Houfe,  there-^ 
fore,  from  what  he  had  faid,  would  fee,  that  let  Cicero  be 
paid  what  he  might  for  his  pains,  he  had  at  leall  the  merit  of 
being  aftive  for  the  money  he  received. 

His  lordfhip  now  fpoke  to  the  queftton.  When  tlxe  ho- 
nourable gemlemnn,  he  faid,  who  had  made  the  motion,  open- 
ed the  nature  of  it,  he  felt  himfelf  exceedingly  embarraifed,  on 
account  of  its  appearing  to  him  a  perfonal  motion,  and  thought 
be  fhould  not,  for  that  reafoD,  have  been  able  to  fpeak  his 
fentiments  upon  it,  but  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  had 
removed  the  difficulty,  and  relieved  him  from  his  doubts  by 
faying  in  exprefs  terms,  <^  (hat  it  wa$  not  a  motion  relative 
to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  but  a  motion  folely  affefting  minifken.^^ 
The  argument  advanced  by  the  noble  lord,  that  the  court- 
martial  which  had  tried  Admiral  Keppel,  in  taking  upon  them 
10  declare  that  the  accufation  was  malicious  and  ill-founded, 
had  pronounced  an  extrajudicial  opinion,  opened  to  his  mind 
a  doftrine  of  very  great  importance.  For  the  benefit  of  the 
fervice^  therefore,  it  was  highly  neceiTary  that  the  pmnt 
Ihould  be  fettled  and  determined  immediately,  whether  courts 
martial  had  a  ri^ht,  in  pafling  fentence  upon  a  perfon  tried, 
tQ  give  their  opmion  of  the  accufation,  and  the  motives  of 
the  acciifer  ?  The  queftion  concerned  every  officer  in  thcfcrr 
vice,  and  therefore  the  fooner  it  was  fettled  the  better.  The 
praftice  had  obtained,  atnl  there  feemed  to  him  to  be  a  reafon- 
able  ground  for  it.  An  officer  might  be  accufed  with  charges 
of  a  fcandalous  nature.  Charges  equally  aiFefting  hi$  honour 
and  his  life ;  if  courts  martial  have  not  a  right  to  declare 
Vhat  the  ipotives  of  the  accufer  appear  to  them  to  be,  where 
is  an  officer,  who  is  acquitted,  to  feek  for  rcdrefs  ?  The  falfc 
accufer  remains  unftigmatized  and  unpuniflied.  He  did  not 
mean  to  decide  uppp  the  matter^  but  the  Houfe  he  truficd 

would 
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Id  agree  that  it  was  a  point  mat«riAl  to  be  fettled  fortli- 
1.  Another  coniideration  ftruck  him,  upon  a  view  of  the 
lie  cafe,  and  that  was,  how  far  an  inferior  officer  ought 
be  countenanced  in  preferrt-d  an  accufation  againft  his 
inoander  in  chief  r  Surely  every  man  muil  fee  that  the 
imand  of  a  large  fleet  was  a  very  important  truft,  and  a 
tcr  that  was  to  be  govermd,  not  by  ordinary  rules  of  fer- 
,  but  by  the  experience  and  judgment  of  the  officer  who 
I  it.  If  commanders,  therefore,  were  to  he  charged  cri- 
ally^  becaufe  they  did  not  a£t  up  to  this  or  that  fubordi- 
:  omccr's  opinion,  no  man  who  had  a  regard  for  his  cha^ 
cr,  would  accept  of  fuch  a  truft.  He  muft  take  the  lil:)erty' 
lying,  that  there  fcarcely  ever  was  an  officer  who  had  held 
i  a  command,  that  had  not  been  guilty  of  miftakes ;  nay, 
nrovid  add  farther,  that  a  commander  in  chief  was  the 
:cr  officer  for  his  errors,  provided  thofe  errors  were  not  of 
Ltal  nature.  Trifling  errors  in  judgment,  therefore,  ouglit 
to  be  charged  as  crimes  on  the  fuggeflion  of  inferior  of- 
i.;  if  fuch  a  praQice  were  allowed  and  countenanced^ 
)  would  take  the  command  ?  And  if  that  do3rine  was  to 
irail,  ^what  would  be  the  confequcnce  ?  Every  commander 
Jiief,  inftead  of  having  his  mind  intent  on  the  great  objc£ls 
liS'trufl,  the  condudt  of  his  fleet,  the  preparation  for  ac- 
i,  and  the  proper  direftions  arifing  from  incidental  events, 
ft  fpend  a  great  part  of  his  time  in  foothing  the  oflkers 
ler  him,  in  making  them  his  creatures,  and  in  enticing 
m  to  do  what  he  thought  their  duty.  The  Houfc  muft 
>  that  if  this  were  the  cafe,  there  would  be  an  end  of  all 
upline,  and  the  authority  of  the  commander  in  chief  would 
loft  entirely. 

The  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  his  lordfhip  faid,  had 
en  great  pains  to  prove  that  the  fentence  of  the  fecond 
irt-martial,  (that  which  tried  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,)  was  an 
lourable  acquittal.  He  had  himfelf  read  that  trial  through 
-J  attentively,  but  he  could  not  comprehend  nor  under- 
nd  the  fentence.  It  ftated  firft,  that  the  vice  admiral's 
idu£V,  in  many  inftances,  had  been  highly  meritorious  and 
rmplary  ;  it  then  chari^ed  him  with  an  omiffion  of  duty, 
1  next  acquitted  him.  what  puzzled  him  was,  how  to  find 
t  of  what  the  vice  admiral  was  acquitted  ?  In  the  charges, 
they  were  called,  upon  which  he  had  been  tried,  there  ap^ 
ircd,  to  him  at  leaft,  to  be  no  accufation.  The  vice  admi- 
,  therefore,  ftriftly  fpeaking,  could  neither  be  convi^d 
r  acquitted. 

Hit 
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His  lordfhip  faid,  he  would  fcize  that  opportunity  of  fay* 
ing  a  word  upon  a  topic  that  had  been  difcufl'cd  in  that  Houfe 
before  the  holidays.  In  the  courfe  of  a  debate,  it  had  bcc» 
declared,  that  certain  officers  would  be  mad  if  they  ferved 
under  the  prefent  adminiflration  ;  and  it  had  been  retortcd| 
that  the  prefent  minifters  would  be  fit  for  Bedlam  if  they  cm- 
ployed  thofe  officers  who  entertained  fuch  an  opinion.  He 
would  not  adopt  the  fame  idea,  but  if  he  might  be  allowed  fo 
coarfc  a  phrafe,  he  fhould  think  the  king's  fervants  would  be 
fools,  if  they  gave  command  to  any  but  officers  in  wfaom 
they  could  place  an  entire  confidence.  Confidence  was  equal* 
iy  nccelFary  on  both  fides.  Officers  could  never  aft  with 
fafety  to  their  honours,  and  with  zeal  for  their  country,  with- 
out it ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  minifters  ought  not  to  have 
their  attention  to  important  objefts  at  home  diverted  by  being 
ol)ligcd  to  watch  the  conduft  of  their  officers,  and  regard  tbtir 
•  proceedinp,s  with  a  narrow-minded  jealoufy  and  fufpicioo. 

Mi.MiUer.  Mr.  Miller  {an},  the  part  of  the  kingdom  he  came  from, 
[Scotlanv]]  rcgariled  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr  in  a  very  different lig^t 
trom  that  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  chofen  to 
deicribe  him.  That  the  moft  confiderate  and  candid  of  his 
coiiftituents  confidered  the  vice  admiral  as  a  gallant  officer^ 
pcrlecuted  in  a  cruel  manner,  and  endeavoured  to  be  facrifi- 
ced  to  party  conneftions,  by  thofe  who,  on  all  occafions,  ftood 
forward  the  determined  foes  of  government,  and  ftopt  ihoit 
at  no  means  of  embarraffing  its  neceflary  operations.  HeconU 
not  difcover  that  the  preient  queftion  was  of  fuch  vaft  int- 
portince  as  the  mover  of  it  had  declared  it  to  be.  The  ap- 
pointment of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  government  of  Green- 
wich Hofpital  was  nothing  more  than  an  ordinary  inftance 
of  the  exercife  of  the  royal  prerogative.  How  then  was 
the  conftitution  likely  to  be  affijfted,  if  thfc  appointment 
was  not  made  the  fubjeft  of  parliamentary  cenfure  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  queftion^  had)  wiA 
a  great  deal  of  ingenuity,  he  muft  confbfs,  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  government  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  was  in- 
inately  connefted  with  the  exiftence  of  Great  Britain,  ind 
that  the  country  would  be  ruined,  if  the  late  appointibciit 
^  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  that  office  were  not  folcmnly  repro- 
bated by  the  Houfe.  If  this  argument  were  true,  he  conU 
only  fay,  that  the  country  was  not  worth  prcferving.  Ano- 
ther argument  ufed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  had  beeOy 
that  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr  would  operate  » 
an  encouragement  to  falfe  and  malicious  accufers.     ^hk^' 
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ixnent  he  could  not  comprehend  nor  fee  which  way  it  was  to 
5  fupported  !  Was  the  annual  income  of  the  government  of 
vreenwich«hofpital  in  any  degree  equal  to  the  income  that 
ir  Hugh  had  given  up  ?  Certainly  it  was  not  5  the  morality 
f  the  navy,  therefore,  was  in  no  danger  from  lucrative 
lews  J  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  gained  nothing  by  having  ac- 
ufed  Admiral  Keppel ;  he  had  loft  confiderably.    Again  the 
ottourable  gentleman  had  afTerted,  that  the  appointment  of 
ir  Hugh  Pallifer  would  create  ill«blood  and  diiienCon  in  the 
avy.     The  appointment  had  taken  place  for  fome  months, 
ad  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  ftated  a  fmgle  inftance 
f  its  having  had  that  effe£t.     Poflibly  when  the  next  day's 
ewfpapers  had  been  read,  and  the  hint,  as  fuggefted  by  the 
anourable  gentleman,  was  publifhed  in  every  print,  the  hint 
AAt  be  adopted,  and  the  effe£i  might  begin  to  appear, 
?no  would  be  to  blame  in  that  cafe  ?  The  honourable  gen- 
eman  had  taken  up  fome  time  to  prove,  that  the  fentence  of 
le  court-martial  which  tried  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  neither 
B  unanimous  nor  an  honourable  acquittal ;  and  the  honour- 
ble  gentleman  had  reftcd  a  chief  part  of  his  argument  upon 
be  faS,  that  neither  of  thofe  words  were  ufed  i^  the  whole 
mtence.     With  regard  to  the  firft  word  of  the  fwo,  from 
rhat  fources  of  information  did  the  honourable  gentleman  de- 
.uce  his  pofition  ?  Its  not  appearing  on  the  face  of  the  record 
ras  not  conclufive  upon  the  point  ^  but  admitting,  for  the 
iibc  of  argument,  that  the  acquittal  was  not  unanimous,  fure- 
y  i):  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  prove^  that  an  acquittal 
Tf  a  majority  of  ^  court,  after  a  long^  rigid,  and  fcrupulous 
trial)  was  much  more  honourable  thai^  a  ra(h  and  good-natu- 
red unanimity.     What  did  an  acquittal,  that  had  not  been 
tinanimous,  imply,  but  that  a  cafe  had  been  lifted  and  exa- 
mined again  and  again^^nd  after  confidering  it  in  every  pofii- 
ble  point  of  view  that  the  majority  were  convinced  the  per- 
Ibn  tried  was  innocent  ?  Unanimity  might  have  been  the  ha- 
fty  refoWe  of  a  moment,  which  on  due  confideration  the  ma- 
jority might  repent.     With  regard  to  the  word  honourable, 
M  concluded  that  whenever  it  was  adopted  in  a  fentence  of 
ttquittal,  it  was  a  redundancy,  and  rather  fuggefted  a  doubt 
0t  the  juftice  than  confirmed  the  honour  of  the  acquittal. 
.  Whence  did  real  honour  arife  to  a  party  tried  ?  certainly  from 
the  court's  having  occafion  to  pronounce  him  innocent  of  the 
sdledged  cr'me.     The  honour  arofe  from  the  matter  of  faft, 
dad  where  that  did  not  convey  it,  verbal  expreffion  could  not 
fupply  it.     Again,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  the 
Vol.  XVIIL  Fff  fentence 
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fentence  of  Admiral  Keppel's  court-martial  had  dechired  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  a  falfe  and  malicious  accufer ;  he  denied  thtt 
this  affertion  was  grounded.  The  fentence  only  affertcd, 
that  the  accufation  was  n^alicious  and  ill-founded.  He  con- 
cluded with  declaring  the  motion  to  be  novel  in  its  nature, 
and  calling  upon  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  made  it,  to 
fhew  a  precedent  for  it. 
Commo-  Commodore  Johnjione  faid,  he  never  would  admit  thcdoc- 

dorc  John"  xxitifi  firft  thrown  out  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made 
■'*"*•  the  motion,  and  adopted  by  the  noble  admiral  [Lord  Howe] 

oppofite  to  him,  "  that  it  was  wrong  for  an  inferior  officer  to 
prefer  an  accufation  againft  his  commander  in  chief,  and  that 
the  praftice  oqght  to  be  reprobated."     If  that  doftrinc  ob- 
tained, the  fervicc  would  be  ruined,  the  honour  of  every  of- 
ficer in  a  fleet  would  lie  at  the  commander  in  chief's  mcrcf, 
and  there  would  be  an  end  of  all  difcipline.     Who,  but  the 
officers  of  a  fleet,  could  point  out  the  mifcondufk  of  a  com- 
mander in  chief  ?  What  was  it  that  preferved  the  hononr  of 
the  fervice  in  general,  but  the  circuraflance  of  every  man's 
being  equally  amenable  to  a  court-martial,  tb  which  he  mij^  Ij 
be  fubjeftcd,  at  the  inftance  of  any  one  officer,  let  his  rank  |{ 
be  ever  fo  inferior,  provided  the  charge  alledged  was  fuffi- 
ciently  important  to  make  a  court-martial  neceflary  ?  And 
where  was  the  danger  arifing  from  this  praftice  I  Courts-nuup- 
tial,  it  would  be  allowed,  on  all  hands,  were  compoied  of 
men  of  tlie  ftriSeft  honour,  and  of  men  the  moft  competent 
to  decide  on  the  matters  fubmitted  to  their  inveftigation! 
Commanders,  who  afted  uprightly  and  confcientioufly,  cobU 
therefore  have  no  dread  of  facing  fuch  a  tribunal.     With  re- 
gard to  the  accufer,  if  his  charges  were  made  out,  he  certain- 
ly a£Ved  meritoriouflv  in  having  alledged  them  ;  if,  on  the 
contrary,  he  failed  in  his  proof,  the  blame  and  the  confe- 
quences  muft  be  fuffered  by  him.     He  would  not,  however, 
by  any  means,  fubfcribe  to  the  idea,  that  a  court-martial, 
appointed  to  try  one  man,  was  warranted  in  cenfuring  ano- 
ther, who  had  not  been  heard  in  his  defence ;  to  allow  of  this, 
would  be  to  give  up  the  dcareft  right  of  a  Britifh  fubjcft,  the 
Tight  of  not  being  condemned  without  a  fair  trial.    At  the 
fame  time,  he  was  aware  that  it  was  foihetimcs  done.     He  had 
himfelf  fat  on  courts-martial,  where  it  had  been  attempted, 
but  it  had  always  been  denied  as  unjuft  and  unwarrantable. 
He  was  far,  however,  from  meaning  to  npprovc  of  the  vice- 
admiral's  whole  conduft.     He  thought  his  military  condaft, 
in  the  higheft  degree  praiic-worthy ;  but  his  political  condoft. 
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the  direft  oppofite.     It  was  rafti,  refcntful,  and  blame- 

•  Admiral  Keppel,  he  was  as  ready  to  admit  as  any  man, 
a  brave,  a  gallant,  and  a  worthy  officer.     No  man  was 

•c  beloved  or  refpefted  in  his  profeffion,  and  no  man  more 
rvcdly.  But  he  could  not  agree,  that  the  27th  of  July, 
a  day  that  gave  any  glory  to  this  country,  juft  the  con- 
y.  It  was  the  moft  unfortunate  day  this  country  ever 
,  What !  teach  France,  what  fhe  had  been  long  accuf- 
icd  to  fupporfe  impoffible  ?  Convince  her  that  a  French 
t,  on  a  fummer*s  day,  could  engage  a  Britifh  fleet,  fupe- 

•  in  every  refpeft,  and  get  fafe  back  to  port !  Good  God, 
^tfcarcely  credible,  and  yet  it  was  but  too  true  !  There 

great  blame  due  fomewhere,  for  fuch  a  difgraceful  event ; 
event  the  more  to  be  lamented,  becaufe  Great  Britain 
lid  probably  never  have  fuch  another  glorious  opportunity 
(haking  the  marine  of  France.     Where  was  this  blame 
?  It  was  aqueflion  that  muft  lefult  to  every  gentleman's 
id.     Some  gentlemen  accounted  for  it  one  way,  and  fome 
thcr.     Opinions   were   divided.      Admiral   Keppel   un- 
btedly  was  a  brave  man,  and  a  good  officer,  but  that  ge- 
ofity  of  mind  which  rendered  him  fo  amiable,  might  lead 
1  into  error.     He  would  fay  what  he  thought.     Admiral 
ipelhad  aded  rather  weakly,  than  wifely,  in  writing  that 
er  to  the  admiralty,  which  had  been  publilhed  in  the  Ga- 
te, if  the  contents  were  not  really  the  import  of  the  ad- 
ral's  opinion.     If  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  had  been  to 
me,  he  ought  to  have  been  ftigmatized,  not  praifed.     If 
:e  commanders  overlooked  difobcdience  of  orders,  and  ne- 
St  of  duty,  there  was  an  end  of  difcipline.     For  his  part, 
his  father,  or  his  brother,  or  his  fon,  his  neareft  relation, 
his  deareft  friend,  did  not  do  his  duty,  he  would  punifh 
D  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  fcrvice.     The  fervice  could 
t  exift  without  difcipline,  and  if  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  be- 
ved  as  ill  as  the  honourable  admiral  near  him  had  at  dif- 
■cnt  times  declared  he  had,  he  ought  to  have  been  brought 
an  immediate  court-martial,  as  ibon  as  he  landed,  after 
e  afikirs  of  the  27th  of  July.     The  honourable  gentleman 
io  made  the  motion,  had  laid  great  ftrefs  upon  Sir  Hugh 
lUifer's  not  having  preferred  his  accufation  againft  the  com- 
avder  in  chief  when  he  firfl  came  on  Ihore;  furely  the  ar- 
iincnt  prcfled  as  ftrongly  againft  the  commander  in  chief 
e  other  way  ;  and  the  only  way  to  account  for  it  was,  that 
dmiral  Keppcl's  good -nature,  as  a  man,  got  the  better  of 
is  duty  as  an  officer.   N 
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The  commodore  cfeclarcd,  he  was  far  from  meaning  to  de- 
fend the  political  conduft  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer ;  he  thought 
it^  as  he  had  before  faid,  extremely  reprehenfible.  Had  he 
been  in  his  iituation,  and  found  the  misfortune  and  the  dlf- 
grace  of  the  27th  of  July  attributed  to  him,  and  felt  that  the 
imputation  was  unmerited,  the  laft  thing  he  fhould  have 
thought  of  would  h?ive  l)een  demanding  a  court-martial  upoo 
Admiral  KeppeK  No.— He  would  have  immediately  de- 
manded a  court-martial  on  himfelf.  That  would  have  beea 
the  faireft  and  the  leaft  invidious  way  of  meeting  the  odium 
ariiing  from  the  calumnies  in  circulation.  Neither  would 
he,  had  he  adopted  the  line  of  conduft  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
had  adopted,  and  preferred  an  accufation  againft  Admiral 
Keppel,  have  refigned  his  employments  previous  to  his  own 
trial.  He  would  have  kept  them  every  one.  Not  that  he 
thought  it  was,  by  any  means,  a  fair  argument  for  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  wlib  made  the  motion,  to  ufe  as  a  proof 
that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  admitted  that  the  declaration  of  Ad- 
miral Keppel's  court  martial,  that  his  charges  againft  that 
admiral  were  malicious  and  ill-founded,  was  true.  He  was 
very  far  from  being  of  this  opinion.  But  taking  all  the  obvi- 
oufly  cenfurablepartsof  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  political  conduft 
into  full  view,  would  any  man  fay,  that  an  officer  of  fuch 
acknowledged  bravery,  ought  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  fcr- 
ving  his  country  for  ever,  for  what  had  happened  ?  Thciriali 
were  publiflicd ;  let  gentlemen  read  them,  and  judge  for  thcm- 
felves  upon  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  and  not  form  their 
opinions  merely  from  the  two  fentences  !  Would  any  man 
tell  him,  that  when  he  found  by  the  concurring  teflimony  of 
the  witnelTes  in  general,  the  vice-admiral's  conduft  in  the  ac- 
tioawas  fo  fpirited,  fo  gallant,  fo  glorious,  as  it  was  allowed 
to  be,  he  ought  to  be  given  up  and  blafted  for  ever,  for  ha- 
ving been  guilty  of  an  error  to  which  all  men  were  liable ! 
When  he  looked  into  thofe  trials,  and  faw  how  nobly  the  vice- 
admiral  rufhed  into  aftion  and  received  the  whole  fire  of  the 
French  fleet ;  when  he  viewed  him  ranging  along  the  ene- 
my's line,  and  bravely  backing  his  topfails  that  he  might  con* 
tinue  to  fight  the  longer,  and  when  he  faw,  that  after  he  had 
palTed  the  lafl  fhip  of  the  enemy,  he  wore  his  own  fhip  to 
renew  the  aftion,  and  torn,  fhattered,  and  difabled  as  he  wai, 
like  a  Britifh  bull-dog,  turned  to  have  another  bout  with 
them !  When  he  looked  at  this,  he  admired  the  bravery  of 
the  vice-admiral,  he  honoured  his  zeal,  and  he  thought  him 
entitled  to  every  poffible  praife  !  But  it  was  faid,  that  the  day  ^ 

was  * 
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ra&  loll  in  confequence  of  the  vice  admirars  not  letting  the 
ommander  in  chief  know  the  dilabled  date  of  the  Formi- 
abiCt  ^^^  ^^^  court-martial  which  tried  him,  had  declared 
11  their  fentence,  that  it  was  an  omillion.  A  great  deal 
amht  be  faid  on  that  point;  perhaps  the  vice  admiral  might 
hink  the  crippled  {late  of  his  fhip  iudiciently  obvious  not  to 
vquire  his  fending  a  mcflage  by  the  Fox  frigate,  if  this 
icrc  not  the  cafe,  in  all  pro! jability  kmething  would  have 
Men  heard  of  it  before  the  trial,  becaufe,  when  a  comman- 
fer  of  a  Ihip  did  not  join  his  comman  ler  in  chief,  as  ordered, 
J  fignal,  it  was  a  matter  immediately  complained  of;  all  the 
fficers  took  notice  of  it,  and  there  was  fcarccly  a  fhip  in 
'hich  it  was  not  faid,  publicly,  "  Good  God  !  What's  that 
iDow  about  ?  Why  dees  not  he  come  up  r"  As  nothing  like 
lis^had  been  heard  of,  he  took  it  for  granted,  that  thedif- 
rfed  ftate  of  the  Formidable  was  fo  conlpicuous,  that  it  was 
tnecefTary  to  fpecify  it  by  particular  mcflfage.     £very  man 

the  fervice  knew  the  great  difficulty  of  rcftoring  difcipline, 
td  getting  things  to  rights  in  a  Ihip,  immediately  after  flie 
as  come  out  of  a&ion.  Sometimes  it  was  done  fooner  than 
.  others,  but  certainly  the  longer  a  ftiip  had  fought,  and  the 
iiger  Ihe  had  continued  in  a£tion,  the  greater  length  of  time 

dways  took  to  get  the  fliip  to  rights  again.  As  this  mat« 
T  was  extremely  delicate,  he  had  afked  many  officers,  who 
a4  been  prefent  in  the  engagement,  what  the  iinpreilion  of 
ieir  minds  was  at  the  moment,  and  whether  at  that  time  it 
jack  them,  that  the  renewal  of  the  engagement  was  any  way 
npeded  by  the  condu£l  of  the  vice  admiral  of  the  blue  } 
Three  of  the  officers  had  faid,  that  they  thought  it  was ;  but 
thersy  ten  to  one,  had  declared  themfclves  to  be  of  a  contrary 
ipinion;  and  all  whom  he  had  talked  with,  the  moil  violent 
igainfi  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  on  account  of  his  political  condu£^, 
II  weU  as  thofe  who  thought  his  accufing  Admiral  Keppcl 
im  not  fb  blameable  in  the  extreme  as  others  pronounced  it, 
igieed  to  a  man,  that  no  officer  could  fliew  moie  perfonal 
braTcry,  nor  fight  a  fhip  better  than  the  vice  admiral  fought 
the  Formidable  in  the  courfe  of  his  paffing  the  French  line. 
Many,  indeed,  had  joined  the  popular  cry  fince,  and  had 
bUtned  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  conduft  on  the  27th  of  July,  but 
Acy  had  the  candour  to  acknowledge,  that  it  was  not  their 
Original  opinion,  not  an  opinion  formed  on  the  inftant,  but 
Ul  opinion  ariiing  from  converfation  with  other  officers,  fome 
ipae  after  the  affiir  happened.  Even  the  honourable  admiral 
Uffifelf  perhaps  thought  differently  of  the  aftion  now  from 
3  what 
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what  he  did  at  the  moment  of  it ;  from  a  perufal  of  the  trial, 
the  commodore  faid  he  was  convinced  in  his  own  mind,  that 
the  lignal  for  the  Formidable  to  come  into  the  admiral's  wake, 
was  not  flying  fo  long  as  the  honourable  admiral  imagined  it 
to  have  been,  but  that  it  was  hauled  down  a  part  of  the  time. 
Again  he  was  convinced,  that  even  if  the  honourable  admi- 
ral himfelf  had  the  day  to  go  through  again,  he  would  have 
condufted  the  aftion  differently,  have  forced  the  enemy  to 
renew  the  engagement,  and  not  have  fuffered  them  to  get  fafc 
into  port,  under  a  notion  that  the  commander  of  aFrendi 
fleet  was  impelled  by  as  generous  feelings  as  himfelf^  and  that 
he  would  fight  him  fairly  in  the  morning. 

But  upon  the  whole  of  the  cafe,  notwithftanding  the  pains 
taken  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  opened  the  motion, 
(and  whofe  abilities  and  eloquence  were  undoubtedly  fuperior 
to  thofe  of  any  man  in  that  Houfe,  and  therefore  his  ai^* 
ments  were  the  more  neceirary  to  be  examined  and  fifted)  it 
was  evident  that  blame  was  in  fome  degree  afcribeable  both  to 
the  admiral  and  the  vice  admiral.  The  latter's  political  con* 
duft,  he  had  already  faid,  he  condemned,  and  undoubtedly 
it  was  indcfenfible ;  but  furely  fome  of  the  arguments  ufcd  bjr 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  applied  as 
forcibly  the  other  way,  as  they  did  to  the  point  to  ftrengthen 
which  they  were  introduced.  If  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  to 
be  blamed  for  not  having  made  his  accufation  earjier,  fnreljr 
Admiral  Keppel  was  to  blame  for  having  not  only  wrote  his 
public  letter  at  fea,  in  praife  of  the  vice  admiral,  (when  if  ihc 
admiral's  language  fince  held  were  true,  he  ought  not  to  have 
written  io  any  fuch  ftile)  but  for  having  afterwards,  when  be 
landed  at  Plymouth,  written  a  fecond  letter  to  the  admiraltji 
prailing  his  officers  conduft  in  terms  of  great  warmth,  and 
fpccifically  including  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  in  that  praife.  He, 
like  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  fhould  have  felt  himfelf  much  hurt 
and  injured,  at  finding  himfelf  attacked  and  cenfurcd  by  Ad- 
miral Keppel's  officers ;  but  he  repeated  it,  he  (hould  not  have 
dreamt  of  demanding  a  court-martial  on  Admiral  Keppel;  on 
the  contrary,  as  he  had  before  ftated,  he  would  have  infUnt- 
ly  infifted  on  a  court-martial  on  himfelf.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  made  it  a  great  part  of  his  argument  toprotC| 
that  to  arraign  the  conduS  of  a  court-martial,  wasintbe 
highefl  degree  unjuftifiable,  and  had  reprobated  the  idea  of 
even  mentioning  any  thing  that  feemed  to  queftion  either  tbc  * 
integrity  or  the  honour  of  naval  officers,  fiitting  as  judges,  and 
yet  the  honpurablc  gentleman  had  gone  into  an  examioatioQ 

of 
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thefecond  court-martial.  Indeed  he  had  with  great  inge- 
iky,  endeavoured  to  convince  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  the 
mftitution  of  the  fecond  court-martial  that  he  complained  of, 
id  not  its  conduft.  But  what  fignified  what  the  conftitutioa 
'the  court  was,  if  its  conduft  was  admitted  by  the  honour- 
iltf  gentleman  to  be  unimpeachable  ?  It  was  the  conduft  of 
lat  court-martial,  and  not  the  conftitution  of  it,  that  afFcft- 
I  the  fubjeft  then  under  coniideration.  Not  that  he  meant 
f  any  means  to  admit  that  the  conftitution  of  the  court  was 
.all  liable  to  fufpicion  or  cenfure  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was 
ady  'to  meet  the  honourable  gentleman  upon  that  point,  and 
id  no  doubt  but  he  could  prove  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  all  who 
ard  him,  that  the  members  of  it  were  men  of  as  ftrift  ho- 
rar,  as  high  virtue,  and  as  immoveable  integrity,  as  ever  fat 
;  any  court-martial.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  rc- 
obated  the  idea  of  qu^ftioning  their  conduft,  and  yet  he 
d  cxprefsly  fiated,  that  four  of  the  members  were  captains 
the  blue  fquadron,  and  that  three  of  them  were  implicated 
the  guilt  of  the  vice  admiral !  Good  God !  would  the  ho- 
lorable  gentleman  attempt  to  argue  that  this  was  not  qucf- 
Miinff  the  honour  of  the  officers,  and  arraigning  their  con- 
\6t  at  judges  in  the  moft  cruel  and  moft  injurious  manner ! 
He  wilh'ed  the  Houfe  to  fee  the  whole  affair  in  a  candid 
td  impartial  light,  and  not  to  be  mifled  by  prejudices.  The 
>nourable  gentleman  had  refted  much  of  what  he  faid  on 
.c  proceedings  of  that  Houfe,  immediately  after  the  trial  of 
ditiir^l  Keppel,  and  had  fpoken  of  the  thanks  that  had  been 
yted  to  the  gallant  Admiral,  and  the  popular  joy  on  his  ac- 
aittaU  Did  not  every  man  know,  that  what  the  noble  Lord 
I  the  blue  ribbon  had  obferved,  relative  to  the  temper  of 
le  tiroes  at  that  period,  was  ftriftly  juft  ?  The  people  were 
lady  phrchzy  prevailed,  and  thofe  who  did  not  join  in  the 
'rational  afts  of  the  multitude,  were  obliged  to  be  filent 
xftators.  The  popular  fury  bore  down  all  before  it;  even 
lat  Houfe  caught  the  infeftion.  He  wondered  not  therefore 
Ithe  language  from  the  chair  to  the  honourable  admiral,  nor 
t  the  HoulVs  having  agreed  either  to  thank  the  honourable 
dmiral,  or  to  enter  it  upon  their  Votes  as  a  record  of  parlia- 
ncnt,  that  they  had  thanked  him  for  having  preferved  the 
lonour  of  the  Britifli  flag  fome  months  after  it  had  been  loft; 
u  little  was  he  at  a  lofs  to  know  to  what  he  was  to  impute  the 
imprudent  fpceches  of  fome  of  the  gentlemen  who  conftituted 
ihat  parliament.  He  would  not  admit,  however,  that  Lord 
Loughborough  had  preffed  thfi  Houfe  to  fuiFcr  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 

lifer^s 
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lifer's  flag  to  remain  with  him,  merely  thac  it  might  fly  over 
his  grave,  becaufe  it  could  never  be  hoifted  at  the  man-head 
of  any  of  his  Majefty's  (hips.  He  did  not  recoiled^,  that 
the  learned  lord,  then  his  Majefty's  attorney  geaeral,  ufcd 
any  iuch  argument;  he  remembered,  that  he  begged  Sir 
Hne;h  PaHiler*s  flag  might  not  be  taken  away,  but  that  it 
might  remain  wMth  him  till  he  died;  he  was  pretty  certain, 
however,  that  the  learned  lord  gave  no  fuch  rcafon  as  he 
honourable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  put  into  his 
mouth.  But  to  return  to  a  defcription  of  the  temper  of  the 
public,  upon  Admiral  Keppel's  acquittal.  Univerfal  riot  and 
diforder  not  only  prevailed  with  unbridled  licence  withoot 
doors,  but  was  fliamelefsly  avowed,  abetted,  and  defended, 
in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  Let  the  moft  zealous  friend 
of  Admiral  Keppel  (and  no  man  efteemed  and  admired  hiffl 
more  than  he  did)  look  back  with  a  fober  retrofpcft  to  thofe 
times,  and  aflc  himfelf,  whether  the  pretended  was  the  red 
caufe  of  the  popular  phrenzy  ?  What  had  officers  who  were  at 
fea  at  the  time,  and  who  knew  the  whole  buiinefs  of  the  day, 
faid,  when  they  heard  of  the  public  trai)fa£);ions,  and  the  re»- 
fons  afligned  for  them  ?  What !  London  illuminated  for  three 
nights  together!  on  account  of  the  glory  gained  on  the  ayth 
of  July  !  Oh,  God !  Oh,  God !  [covering  his  face  with  lui 
hands.l  Nobody  could  credit  it ;  every  man  of  fenfe  knew 
better  ;  they  knew  that  the  popular  rapture  and  joy  whici^ 
burft  out  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  manner,  had  fomethingoC 
a  more  reafonable  foundation.  It  was  not  to  the  glory  pifitA 
on  the  ayth  of  July  that  they  imputed  the  illuminatioii  of 
London,  neither  was  it  for  the  Admiral's  having  convoyed 
home  mercantile  fleets  that  were  in  port  before  he  failed; 
they  afcribed  the  general  joy  upon  the  acquittal  of  Adminl 
Keppel ;  but  the  public  fatisfaftion  univerfally  felt  cm 
finding  that  a  brave  officer,  a  Ikilful  commander,  and  agoodr 
natured,  honefl  man,  had  come  off  with  honovir,  after  an  ar- 
duous trial. 

He  then  returned  to  a  confideration  of  the  late  promotion 
of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  faid,  if  the  appointment  of  that 
oflScer  was  meant  as  an  irritation  to  Admiral  Keppel  and  Ut' 
friends,  he  fhould  condemn  it ;  upon  any  otbcr  ground,  be 
would  applaud  it,  and  he  hoped  it  was  meant  to  be  followed 
with  adtual  employ rnent.  Let  gentlemen  alk  themfdv«l 
confcientioufly  if  the  fervices  of  forty  years  were  to  be  to?' 
tally  done  away  for  one  fault  ?  Ought  the  gallant  vice  admi- 
ral to  be  rendered  forever  incapable  oC  ierving  his  CQuntry  i»/ 

'  his  ' 


178  r.  DEBATES.  409 

I  military  capacity,  for  having  in  one  inftance  aficd  poll- 
ally  wrong  ?  Let  the  Houfe  remember  that  the  vice  admi- 

was  the  darling  officer  of  that  brave  and  popular  com- 
inder.  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  at  the  ficge  of  Quebec  ;  let 
:in  look  at  his  aftipns  during  the  couri'e  of  the  laft  war; 

tbem  not  forget  what  praife  was  due  to  him,  and  what  juit 
pefiations  might  be  formed  of  the  good  effects  of  his  future 
'vicet,  from  hii  behaviour  in  a  fingle  memorable  inftance  a 
Mr  years  tince  !  In  that  cafe,  what  had  been  the  vice  admi- 
[V  conduft  ?  He  came  up  with  two  Britifh  Ihips  in  fight  of 
French  feventy-four.  He  aiked  what  they  ilackened  fail 
r  ?  He  was  anfwered,  they  were  about  to  hold  a  council  of 
If,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  French  fhip  ftiould  be 
tacked.  He  inftantly  replied,  *^  Do  you  debate  the  mat- 
r }  ril  tight  the  (hip ;"  and  he  followed  this  reply  with 
imediately  giving  chace,  and  attacking  the  enemy  ;  the  re- 
It  wasy  he  brought  the  (hip  back  a  prize  before  the  council 
at  Over. 

Was  an  a£lion  like  this  to  be  paiTed  over  in  filence,  and  to- 
lly blotted  from  the  memory,  becaufe,  at  a  fubfequent  pe- 
od,"  the  fame  man  afts  erroneoully  on  (hore  ?  Politics  and 
irty,  he  faid,  were  the  bane  of  all  fervice.    The  brave  Wal- 
Mi,  who  had  (ignalized  himfelf  fo  much  by  the  memorable 
ifpatch  which  told  government,  that  he  had  taken,  burnt, 
mk  and  deftroyed  as  per  margin,  had,  at  one  period  of  his 
fe,  faflfered  himfelf  to  be  drawn  into  a  confederacy,  entered 
apagainft  Admiral  Bembow,  by  the  captains  of  his  fleet,  in 
rier  to  ruin  him,  by  not  fighting  ;  but  no  fooner  did  he  fee 
»  brave  commander  in  chief  in  danger  from  the  enemy,  than 
iafriendlhip  glowed  with  his  former  warmth,  he  could  not 
iifift  its  propenfity,  but  broke  through  his  engagements  with 
Ipe  confederated  captains,  and  inftantly  bore  down  to  his 
omtnander's  afliftance,    confeffing  to  him   afterwards  the 
riidle  of  the  plot.     Captain  Walton  was  tried  for  the  part  he 
lad  taken  in  the  confederacy,  but  the  only  error  he  was  ac- 
ai&ble  with,  was  his  agreeing  to  it,  and  he  was  pardoned  in 
lapfideration  of  his  former  good  condud.     The  confcquence 
nsy  be  rendered  his  country  as  eftential  fervices  afterwards, 
fS  ever  were  performed  !  Let  the  example  of  generofity  be 
|do|ited  with  regard  to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  let  not  a  gallant 
iScer  be  blafted  for  ever  for  one  miftake  !  As  to  the  vice  ad- 
Diral,  he  did  afTure  the  honourable  admiral,  he  refpefted  his 
ikaraAer  greatly,  and  he  wi(hcd  moft  heartily  to  fee  him  at 
he  head  of  a  fleet  again.     All  the  ability  and  all  the  zeal  of 
-  Vol.  XVIII.  '       G  g  g  the 
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the  fervicc  were  requifite  to  extricate  the  nation  out  of  its 
prcfent  difficulties.     The  admiral  no  doubt  had  his  reafoni 
for  declining  to  ferve,   and  he  had  no  right  to  enquire  whit 
they  were.     In  anfwer,  however,  to  the  arguments  which  bl 
been  urged  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  mo- 
tion, in  order  to  prove  that  the  appointment  of  SirHug^ 
Pallifer  to  the  government  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  was  ow- 
ing to  the  partiality  of  the  prefent  lords  of  the  admiralty,  b 
was  ready  to  affert,  that  the  admiralty  promotions  of  late  had 
been  diftributed  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  impartiality,  efpe-   ,;'' 
cially  thofe,  a  lift  of  which  was  read  to  the  Houfe  before  tlie  f 
holidays  by  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  ;  norwasAii   ^ 
folely  an  opinion  of  bis  own,  it  was  the  agreed  opioionof  ll*   ^^ 
fervice  in  general.     Nay  he  would  go  farther.     Admiral?   ?• 
preferments  had  fcarcely  ever  been  beftowed  with  fo  ffluA 
fairnefs,  and  fo  little  caufe  of  complaint  on  the  fcorc  of  parti- 
ality and  prejudice,  as  fince  the  prefent  Earl  of  Sandwichhai^ 
been  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  commiffion.     But  he  knew 
that  party  would  never  allow  this ;  the  faft  ne verthfclefe wis 
undoubtedly  what  he  had  ftated.     He  again  lamented,  that 
party  fpirit  had  infufed  itfelf  into  the  minds  of  officers.  It 
carried  them  out  of  that  line  of  conduft  which  the  judgm«t 
and  honour  of  brave  men  fhould  ever  preferve ;  and  here,  b 
faid,  he  could  not  help  lamenting  at  the  fight  of  forefpeft* 
able  a  name  as  that  of  Admiral  Keppel  fubfcribed  to  a  ftrinp 
of  refolutions  fpm  a  Surrey  committee.     It  did  not,  io  W 
opinion,-  become  the  honourable  admiral  to  fet  his  namctoi 
declaration,  that  the  American  war  was  unjufl.    What  wo» 
officers  gone  and  going  abroad,  under  inftrudlions  to  dotbi 
duty  upon  the  American  fervicc,  think,  when  they  Icarntdut 
Admiral  Keppel,  the  brave  and  worthy  Admiral  Keppel,  tto 
idol  of  the  navy,  the  god  of  its  idolatry,  had  joined  in  dcdi- 
ring,  that  all  the  officers  who  had  ferved  on  the  American  w» 
were  no  better  than  pirates,  and  that  the  war  was  a  wairof  ifr 
juftice  and  oppreffion  ?  He  could  not  alfo  but  obfcrvc,  tbattf 
a  late  debate  on  the,Dutch  war,  a  great  deal  of  improper^ 
ter  had  been  dropped  in  that  Houfe,     Not  only  the  war  w 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland  had  been  reprobated,  andtp 
caufe  of  the  enemy  pleaded  with  all  the  zeal  of  advocates  c* 
ployed  againft  Great  Britain,  but  opinions  of  a  dangerous  W* 
dency  had  been  roundly  afferted  and  obftinately  maiotaincft 
Pid  any  gentleman  conQder  what  fatal  ufc  might  be  nuA^   ! 
the  faft,  when  it  got  abroad,  that  it  had  been  contended  >  ^ 
tjie  Britilh  ParliafQent,  that  neytrad  bQttoips  made  flcnw 
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goods,  and  that  neutral  powers  might  fupply  France  and  Spain 

with  all  forts  of  warlike  ftorcs ! 

•  A  cry  To  Order  !  The  right  honourable  71  Townjhend  faid  Rt.  hon.  7*. 
ke  fpoke  to  order.  No  man  heard  the  honourable  gentleman  l^ownjbend. 
mth  more  patience  nor  with  more  pleafure  than  he  did,  but 
he  muft  forgive  him  for  reminding  him  that  the  Dutch  war 
WBiLnot  now  the  fubjed  of  debate.  If  the  honourable  com- 
modore wifhed  to  debate  it,  he  had  no  manner  of  obje£lion  to 
(oiDg  into  it  immediately,  but  then  it  would  be  right  to  dif* 
pofe  of  the  prefent  queftion  firft. 

Mr.^  Rigby  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman's  having  called  Mr.  %3y. 
Ac  honourable  commodore  to  order,  was  diforderly.  The 
QOeftion  before  the  Houfe  was  a  great  naval  queftion.  The 
iBpoorable  commodore  was  fpeaking  to  a  naval  topic,  and 
aught  make  what  he  faid  apply  as  clofely  to  the  queftion  in 
kbate  as  any  thing  that  had  fallen  from  any  gentleman  who 
ltd  ipoken  already,  or  that  might  fall  from  others  who  were 
breaidy  to  call  the  honourable  commodore  to  order. 

-Mr.  Town/hend  i^iA^  he  had  not  interrupted  the  honoura-  Mr.r#wtf- 
de  commodore  in  an  unhandfome  manner,  but  had  done  it/""^- 
rith  all  poffible  civility. 

.  {Several  members  calling  out.  Go  on  !  Go  on  !  the  Speaker 
ailed  to  the  commodore,  who  rofe  again  and  faid,  he  wifhed 
Bthcr  to  decline  faying  any  thing  farther  at  prefent. 
.  ■  Admiral  A>//^/  faid,  he  had  rcfolved  never  to  rife  again  to  Admiral 
■ke  tip  the  time  of  the  Houfe  with  talking  upon  ^o  infigni-  ^'/M 
BjCant  a  fubjed  as  himfelf.  Some  things  which  had  fallen 
som  the  honourable  officer  who  fpoke  laft,  had  however  rcn- 
tered  it  indifpenfibly  neceffary  for  him  to  fay  a  few  words  by 
Wiy  of  reply.  With  regard  to  the  argument  ufed  by  the 
honourable  officer,  and  by  the  noble  lord,  whom  he  ftioujd 
Bill  the  advocate  of  the  governor  of  Greenwich  'Hofpital, 
l^iat  a  court-martial  had  no  right  to  pronounce  upon  the  mo- 
lives  of  the  accufer,  he  confidered  it  as  ftriking  at  an  ufage 
ythich  he  had  ever  looked  upon  as  the  rule  and  bulwark  of  the 
IctricCy  and  without  which,  all  rank,  command,  confidence, 
d  iecurity,  would  be  annihilated.  So  fully  convinced  was 
\  of  this,  that  if  ever  the  praftice  was  reverfed  and  abo- 
hcd,  he  declared  he  would  fooner  give  up  his  commiffion 
t  fit  on  a  court-martial.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
ke  laft  had  been  very  ftrong  in  his  expreffions  refpefting 
ayth  of  July.  God  knew  he  liked  as  litile  to  heai  ol 
tday  as  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  as  he  felt  the  fa- 
ifafiion  of  having  done  his  duty,  as  he  had  the  additional 
'  afort  of  having  an  unanimous  acquittal  of  a  court*martial 
Ggg2  ftc* 
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after  a  trial,  and  as  he  had  received  the  thaoks  of  that  Honfe 
for  his  condud,  which  he  fliould  ever  coniider  as  the  hi^beft 
honour  of  his  life,  he  was  moft  perfeftly  indiflferent  as  to  any 
oblique  refleflions  or  any  direct  imputatioAs  that  might  be 
thrown  upon  him,  either  in  that  Houfe,  or  by  thofe  writen 
v/ho  were  paid  by  minifters  for  attacliing  him  in  pam[^en 
and  newfpapers.     At  firft  he  owned  he  felt  the  force  of  ano- 
nymous calumny,  but  its  fource  being  perfectly  known,  he 
had  grown  perfeflly  callous,  and  was  no  longer  vulnerable 
that  way.    The  honourable  officer  had  faid  a  great  deal  abost 
the  condufl  of  the  vice  admiral  in  the  courfe  of  the  a&ioa 
on  the  27th,  and  had  faid  he  fought  like  a  lion.     He  had 
never  impeached  his  bravery ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  al- 
lowed the  vice  admiral  behaved  gallantly  as  he  pafled  the 
French  line.     What  he  had  to  complain  of,  was  the  ficc 
admiral's  negleft  of  fignals  after  the  engagement ;  for  if  thi 
lion  gets  into  his  den,  and  won't  con>e  out  of  it,  there's  an 
end  of  the  lion.     At  the  fame  time  be  faid,  though  he  did 
not  mean  to  throw  it  out  by  way  of  cenfure,  the  vice  adioiral 
would  have  done  him  more  fervice,  have  been  able  to  have 
joined  him  in  a  better  condition,  and  have  put  it  in  his  power 
to  have  renewed  the  engagement  fooner,  if  he  had  paffed  the 
French  line  a  little  fader.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  ccd- 
fured  him  for  writing  the  letter,  which  he  did  write  from  fci. 
The  Houfe  knew  his  fentiments  already  upon  that  part  of  his 
condu£l ;  no  man  could  condemn  it  more  than  he  did.    But 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  complained'farther  of  his  hiv- 
ing wrote  a  fecond  letter  from  Plymouth,  in  which  he  joiBcd 
the  vice  admiral  with  other  officers  whofe  condu£t  he  hid 
thought  worthy.  Was  there  any  thing  extraordinary  in  thi' 
Having,  before  he  fent  his  firft  letter  from  fea,  msule  up  hit 
mind  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  vice  admiral's  behavioar,  and 
fuffered  himfelf  to  impute  what  at  the  time  ap]>eared  to  be^ 
and  what  had  been  iince  proved  to  be,  criminal  negled,  V 
accident   (not  imagining  that  an  officer  who  had  fought fc, 
bravely  could  wilfully  difobey  orders)  what  fort  of  a  man 
muft  he  have  appeared,  if,  when  he  fet  foot  on  (bore,  he  fent 
up  a  letter  to  the  admiralty  the  very  reverfe  of  his  letter 
from  fea  },  Not  dreaming  that  his  friendfhip  for  a  man,  with 
whom  he  lived  in  terms  of  the  greateft  intimacy,  would  he 
fo  ill  repaid,  as  he  had  fince  experienced.     The  decifioOi, 
whether  he  (hould  overlook  thf  vice  admiral*s  ncglcft  rf 
duty,  coft  him  but  little  time  ;  and  having  once  decided,  he 
never  harboured  a  hoftile  fentiment  againft  him,  much  lei 
could  he  have  brought  himfelf  to  have  aSed  in  iuch  a  double 

maooeri 
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■iDoer,  as  to  have  praifed  the  vice  admiral  in  his  firft  and 
Mifured  him  in  his  fecond  letter  to  the  admiralty.  The 
!|»iioarable  officer,  however,  was  miftaken  in  fuppoiing  that 
pt  %ook  no  ftep  to  prevent  a  iimilar  negleft  of  fignals  from 

rcooimitted  by  the  vice  admiral  on  the  27th  of  July. 
had  in  faft  delivered  out  an  order,  which  though  it  did 
ife  bufinefs  in  a  very  gentle  manner  (a  matter  which  he 
jpMied  he  aimed  at)  nevcrthelefs  could  not  but  convey  to  the 
iKpCains  in  general,  as  welt  as  to  the  vice  admiral's  fenlibi- 
*"  f ,  a  rebuke  of  his  mifconduft.  The  order  that  he  had 
lied  previous  to  his  failing  from  Plymouth  a  fecond  time, 
1 4in  additional  fighting  inftruftion,  he  would  read  to  the 
Qfofc*  [The  admiral'here  read  it,]  The  purport  of  it  was. 
It  the  commander  in  chief's  fignal,  upon  forming  the  line 
C  battle,  was  to  be  attended  to  in  preference  to  any  other 
nal.  The  additional  fighting  inflruflion,  he  faid,  had  its 
)ft  ;  for  on  his  going  out  a  fecond  time,  he  found  the  dif- 
itpiioe  and  obedience  of  his  fleet  fo  much  improved,  that  he 
itfafidcfcd  himfelf  as  flronger,  by  the  addition  of  five  fhips 
pf'  the  line,  than  he  was  on  his  firft  cruize  ;  and  had  he  had 
lllC'gOod  fortune  to  have  met  the  French  fleet,  he  had  not  a 
jftod^  be  he  (hould  have  proved  that  the  order  made  that  dif- 
d^PKnce.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  he  fhould  not  again  hear 
Mt  -he  had  not  attempted  to  remedy  the  vice   admiral's 

y  The  admiral  faid  farther,  that  the  noble  lontl  had  put  his 
itkies  to  the  ftretch,  in  order  to  defend  the  recriminating 
Btple  on  which  he  had  brought  his  accufation  againft  him. 
•better  to  elucidate  this  matter,  he  would  ftate  to  the 
I00&  the  fafis  on  which  the  whole  matter  refted.  On  his 
firrtval  in  town  early  in  thefcflion  of  1778,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr 
iJVrote  him  a  letter,  ftating  that  a  paragraph  had  appeared 
lioft  him  [Sir  Hugh]  in  the  General  Advertifer,  and  defir- 
[  that  he  would  fign  a  paper  incloled,  by  way  of  contra- 
liag  the  article  which  afcribed  the  failure  of  the  bufinefs 
Iplf  the  27th  of  July  to  the  vice  admiral.  The  governor  of 
l&reenwich  Hofpiial  called  on  him  in  perfon  fliortly  after- 
IfMfds,  defiring  him  to  fign  this  paper  ;  a  paper  which  he 
||8Bttid  not  have  put  his  name  to,  without,  at  the  fame  time, 
jabicribing  to  fome  of  the  grolicft  falflioods  that  ever  were 
fDoamnitted  to  paper.  A  convcrfation  enfued  between  the 
jjgovcrnor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  and  himielf :  in  the  courfe 
jktf  it  he  had  argued  upon  the  impropriety  of  a  commander  of 
^  B€tVs  putting  his  name  to  any  matter,  in  a  common  newt- 
l^per^  contradifting  a  publication  of  iuch  a  tniiir^g  nature  as 

an 


R 


414  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781. 

an  anonymous  paragraph,  and  had  juftified  his  excufiog  him- 
felf  on  the  ftrong  ground,  that  having  written  nothing  upon 
the  fubjeft  himlelf,  but  his  public  letters,  the  governor  of 
Greenwich  Hofpital  had  no  right  toexpeft  him  tofignacon* 
tradition  to  any  thing  that  might  have  appeared.  They 
grew  warm,  and  the  vice  admiral  faid,  "  FU  tell !  1*11 1^ 
all  1'*  His  anfwer  to  which  was,  '*  Sir,  I  dare  you  to  dd  [^ 
your  worft  ;'*  and  having  made  this  reply,  he  quitted  the 
room.  He  added,  that  what  he  had  faid,  was  not  only  tnie^ 
but  luckily  there  happened  to  be  a  gtntleman  prefent  at  the 
converfation,  who,  if  the  vice  admiral  pleafcd,  fhould  he 
brought  to  the  bar,  to  prove  every  word  he  had  averted ;  and 
that  gentleman,  on  hearing  the  vice  admiral  fay,  "  If  yott 
wontlign  this  paper,"  or  fomcthing  to  the  fame  cffeft,  "M 
tell  all  !"  immediately  told  the  vice  admiral,  that  if  he  kn«f' 
any  thing  againft  Admiral  Keppcl,  which  would  go  to  a  proof 
of  his  having  failed  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  he  muftbe 
a  bad  man  to  have  concealed  it  fo  long. 

In  refpeft  to  the  two  courts  martial.  Admiral  Keppcl  biif 
it  was  highly  improper,  and  highly  injurious  to  talk  of  the 
conduft  of  oflicers  fitting  as  judges,  in  fo  loofe  a  maooer  a 
had  been  done  ;  if  the  Houfe  were  difTatisfied  with  thcfen- 
tences  of  either  court  martial,  the  only  fair  way  of  inftitn* 
ting  an  enquiry  into  the  grounds  of  thofe  fentcnccs  would  t 
be,  by  abfolving  the  members  of  each  from  their  oaths,  and  | 
examining  them  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe.  By  that  means, 
they  would  get  at  the  truth  -;  and  though  he  had  every  reafoa 
to  be  content  and  happy  under  the  refult  of  the  former  en- 
quiry, he  had  not  the  fmalleft  objeftion  to  undergo  a  new 
one.  He  had  faced  one  trial,  on  the  iffue  of  which  hit  ho- 
nour and  life  depended  ;  he  had  no  dread  of  going  throudi 
another,  becaufc  he  knew  no  reafon  to  fear  the  event.  The 
late  trials,  however,  had  furnilhed  him  with  greater  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  of  the  vice  admiral's  negledt,  than  he 
had  before  imagined  was  the  fadt.  Had  he  known  as  muck 
on  the  ayih  of  July  as  the  evidence  called  by  the  vice  ad- 
miral himfelf  had  proved,  he  would  have  ordered  the  vice 
adrniral  to  have  quitted  his  fhip,  and  not  fiiflFered  the  ftate 
of  the  Formidable  to  prevent  the  renewal  of  the  engage- 
ment. 

The  admiral  faid,  though  he  was  proud  of  enjoying  the 
good  opinion  of  every  man  in  the  fervicc,  he  did  not  feel 
himfelf  greatly  indebted  to  the  honourable  officct  who  fpokc 
lad  for  his  compliments ;  bccaule^  in  proportion  to  the  praife, 

which 
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the  honourable  gentleman  had  given  him  on  the  one 

he  had  done  fully  away,  by  the  cenfure  which  he  had 
jd  at  him  with  the  other,  the  balance  therefore  of  the 
liable    gentleman's  condemnation  and    appiaufe    was 

equal.  To  fome  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  rc- 
he  was  ready  to  fublcribe,  to  others  he  was  prepared 
eft.  That  the  27th  of  July  was  an  unfortunate  day 
igland,  he  freely  admitted  ;  and  as  he  had  before  faid, 
(hed  as  little  to  hear  that  day  mentioned  as  the  honour- 
totleman  ;  at  the  fame  time,  he  could  not  but  declare 
If  much  obliged  to  his  honourable  relation  behind  him, 
ving  moved  the  prefent  queftion,  becaufe  at  the  fame 
that  it  afforded  the  honourable  officer  who  fpoke  laft 
cafion  for   delivering  his  opinion   upon  a   matter  in 

his  honour  and  charafter  were  deeply  involved,  it 
him  an  opportunity  of  replying  and  controverting  fuch 
>f  that  honourable  gentleman's  opinion  as  were  erronc- 
conceived,  and  unjuftifiably  maintained.  With  regard 
DC  of  the  honourable  officer's  animadversions,  every 
nuft  know  how  ill  they  were  founded.  The  honourable 
'j  among  other  pointed  farcafms  on  his  conduft,  had 
that  he  was  thanked  by  the  Houfe  for  fending  home 
which  were  in  port  before  he  failed.  So  far  was  this 
being  a  fair  account  of  the  events  of  his  command, 
t- was  undeniably  true,  there  never  was  a  year  of  war 
ich  a  naval  commander  was  more  fuccefsful  in  the  pro* 
D  of  the  commercial  interefts  of  the  kingdom.  It  was 
31  a;t  the  time,  and  it  would  ever  be  his  boaft.  He  had 
1  three  feveral  fleets  of  imgaenfe  value  fafe,  and  in  order 
rft  this  completely,  he  had  turned  back  with  his  whole 
the  largefl  he  had  ever  feen  under  the  command  of  one 

and  had  not  altered  his  courfe  till  he  had  driven  the 
ys  up  the  Channel,  and  left  them  in  perfeft  fafety. 
c  admiral  thanked  the  Houfe  for  their  indulgence  and 
It  attention ;  and  concluded  with  faying,  he  had  come 
with  his  pockets  full  of  papers,  had  occafion  arifen  for 
rence  to  any  one  of  them. 

Hugh  Pallifer  rofe,  and  began  with  faying,  that  the  laft  Sir  Uugh 
he  had  the  honour  to  fpeak  in  that  Houfe,  he  was  fo  ^-%''* 
indifpofed  with  a  cold  and  hoarfenefs,  that  he  could  not 
what  he  had  to  fay,  otherwifc  he  fhould  have  taken 
J  of  feveral  things  that  then  dropped  from  the  honour- 
^ntleman  [Mr.  Fox]  on  the  other  fide,  who  diftin- 
sd  hin^fclf  as  the  leader  of  the  prefent  perfecution  of 

him« 
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Kim.  Oa  the  prefent  occafion  too,  as  f^  much  had  beea 
faid  by  fevcrai  other  gentleman,  who  had  already  fpokcn  ia 
the  debate,  and  la  fo  much  better  terms  than  he  was  capable 
of  exprefling  himfelf,  he  would  aik  the  indulgence  of  the, 
Houfc  to  hear  him  on  a  few  points  only. 

He  faid,  he  found  that  either  he  had  not  been  diftinfilf 
beard,  or  was  mifunderftood  by  the  honourable  gentlemaa 
in  one  particular,  that  of  his  fuppoiing  he  meant  to  auad 
the  fentence  of  Mr.  Keppel's  court-martial ;  in  his  fornw 
fpeech,  he  had  declared  he  did  not  wifh  to  impeach  that  feo- 
tencc,  fo  far  as  it  related  to  Mr.  Keppel's  acquittal. 

The  honourable  gentleman  claimed  a  right  to  quote  that 
part  f{  the  fentence  which  condemned  the  vice  admiral  for 
making  a  malicious  and  groundlefs  charge,  as  a  public  record, 
and  under  flieher  of  that  defcription  of  it,  had  faid  hii 
quoting  it  was  not  to  he  confidered  in  a  perfonal  light,  but 
as  a  right  he  had  to  quote,  in  the  freedom  of  debate,  a  public 
tranfaflion  for  the  true  information  of  his  conftituents  iDd 
the  nation  at  large.  Upon  that  ground.  Sir  Hugh  faid,  per- 
haps he  could  not  properly  take  it  up  as  perfonal ;  but  he  de- 
clared, that  whenever  the  honourable  gentleman  fhould  is 
future  quote  that  part  of  the  fentence,  in  the  partial  and  on- 
jufl  way  he  had  done,  he  would  always  rife  and  reproach  him 
with  want  of  candour ;  becaufc  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
ifian  faid  that  fentence  declared  him  convided,  and  condemned 
him  for  making  a  malicious  and  ill-founded  charge,  he  cogiit 
.  to  add,  what  is  aUb  a  part  of  the  fame  record,  that  be  wai 
neither  upoa  trial,  nor  heard,  either  in  fupport  of  the  chaiget 
which  he  had  regularly  and  legally  brought  before  that  coart| 
nor  in  his  vindication  for  bringing  them,  nor  in  bis  own  de- 
fence on  the  recriminating  charge  againft  him,  upon  which 
the  perfon  upon  trial  had  partly  refted  his  defence  :  upon  all 
which  heads  Sir  Hugh  had  repeatedly  claimed  his  right  to  be 
heard,  and  was  as  repeatedly  denied  it.  Hence  it  was  plaia 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  quote  that  record,  as  he 
called  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  convey mg  right  information  of 
a  public  tranfaftion  to  the  nation  at  large,  but  in  cffcft  by 
his  partial  quotation  of  it,  he  mifled  and  deceived  the  na- 
tion, and  kept  up  injurious  prejudices  againfl  him  ;  there* 
fore  he  would  always  reproach  him  with  a  want  of  candour, 
and  of  afting  a  part  unworthy  of  himfelf:  and  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  w^as  more  open  to  this  reproach  than  any 
member  would  be  who  had  not  attended  the  trial,  nor  care- 
fully perufe  ( the  minutes  of  the  trjal,  for  fuch  as  had  not, 
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by  being  led  away  by  the  ftream  of  prejudice  raifed  by  noifc, 
damours,  mobs,  &c.  cxprcfsly  for  the  pu'rpofe  of  confound- 
ing all  truth,  and  for  cftabtifhing  thofe  prejudices,  might  not 
know  that  Sir  Hugh  had  been  refufed  a  hearing  upon  every 
point.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  attended  the  trial 
nimfelf;  he  heard  thofe  denials  given  to  the  Vice-admiral; 
he  knew  that  the  obje£tions  to  hearing  him  did  not  originate 
with  the  court,  but  came  from  Mr.  Keppel,  who  was  upon 
trial.  He  faid,  that  in  his  own  mind,  he  was  convinced 
it  never  had  entered  into  the  minds  of  the  court  to  entertain 
a  doubt  about  the  propriety  of  hearing  him ;  nay,  after  Mr. 
Kcppel's  objefting  to  it  the  firft  time,  the  court  acquiefced 
in  the  declaration  of  one  of  its  members,  that  Anally,  after 
fdl  the  evidence  was  gone  through,  they  would  hear  him. 

Sir  Hugh  added,  that  though  the  obje£tion  to  his  being 

heard  on  the  merits  in  any  ftage  of  the  trial  was  firft  made 

by  Mr.  Keppel,  yet  he  believed  that  it  did  not  originate  even 

with  him;  for  fo  foon  as  it  was  known  that  Sir  Hugh  intended 

to  addrefs  the  court,  all  Mr.  Keppel's  friends  about  him,  con- 

iRftingof  many  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  leaders  in  oppofi- 

tion^  aifembled  about  a  table  in  court,  and  appeared   to  be 

in  confultation ;  the  i(Tue  of  which  was,  that  Mr.  Keppel 

canae  forth  with  his  objeflion  in  writing,  and  in  the  ftile  of  a 

Biandate,  faid,  he  obje^ed  to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  being  heard 

■on  the  merits  of  the  caufe  in  any  ftage  of  the  trial ;  lb  that 

&f  Hugh  faid,  he  did  not  lay  the  injuftice  wholly   at  the 

^'AooT  of  the  court,  for  he  did  not  thinJe  any  of  the  members 

'""intended  wilfuily  to  do  him  injuftice,  but  he  attributed  it  to 

Jibe  party  which  formed  the  objeftion  to  his  being  hcarri,  and 

w)kich  undoubtedly  made  it  from  the  apprehenlion  that  if  he       '''^ 

Jtubd  been  heard,  the  court  perhaps  could  not  have  totally  ac- 

■  quitted  Mr.  Keppel,  or  have  paited  a  fentence  of  malitbupon 

:  «tr  Hugh. 

\,    He  then  went  to  another  point,   and  faid,  that   the  ho- 

^fflourable  gentleman  was  not  iefs  reproaohable  for  want  of  can- 

''•door  in  hu  manner  of  flating  the  vice  admiral's  motives  for 

qattting  his  employments  :    he  might  give  the  honourable 

f;ent1eman  the  fame  rebuke  upon  this  point,  as  he  had   met 

•with  the^othcr  night  from  a  noble  lord,  a  very  rei'pef^ablc 

admiral,~for  having  taken  upon  him  to  account  for  his  lord-  . 

Ihip's  motives,  without  knowing  them  from  himfelfv    The 

ibonoorable  gentleman  had  attempted  to  lead  his  hearers  into 

in  opinion,  that  he  did  it  out  of  fear  of  .his  threats  agai nil 

Vol.  XVIII.  Hhh  him 
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im  in  Parliament,  and  from  a  confcicntioufnefs  of  guilt: 
"c  affured  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  was  nevermore 
miftaken  in  his  life,  than  m  fuppofing  him  afraid  of  him  or 
his  threats:  that  amongft  all  his  foit)Ies,  that  of  fear  did  not 
belong  to  him ;  that  fear  was  a  tax  which  confcience  pays  to 
guilt.  Let  it  therefore  be  applied  to  thofe  who  wantonly 
calumniate  and  blaft  the  charaders  of  others,  and  are  after- 
wards afraid  to  ftand  a  full  hearing,  objefl  to  hear  the  injured 
party,  and  do  all  that  in  them  lies  to  prevent  that  injured 
party  from  having  a  fair  trial.  He  confeiTed,  indeed,  that 
upon  one  occaiion,  he  was  afraid.  He  was  afraid  of  a  mad, 
deluded,  furious  mob.  This  mob  firft  forcibly  entered  his 
houfe,  and  not  finding  him  there,  defiroyed  bis  property, 
and  attempted  to  pull  down  his  houfe ;  then  proceeded  to  hit 
houfe  in  the  admiralty,  where  he  was,  and  forced  the  ad- 
miralty gates,  and  attacked  the  houfe ;  but,  at  the  moment 
of  their  forcing  an  opening  into  it,  the  guards  happily  came 
t3  his  relief,  and  faved  him  from  being  torn  in  pieces.  Then, 
he  confefled,  he  was  really  afraid  ;  was  forced  to  abfcond  iri 
difguife,  and  conceal  himfelf  in  an  obfcure  place,  for  he  dorft 
not  fhew  himfelf  in  London,  much  lefs  offer  to  come  to  that 
houfe.  It  was  under  thefe  circumftances,  he  wrote  his  letter 
of  refignation  ;  what  he  did  on  this  occafion,  was  exadly  the 
fame  as  was  done  by  one  of  the  moft  famous  admirals  wi 
read  of  in  hiftory,  who,  under  the  like  circumflances  of  pre- 
judices and  outrage,  which  had  rifen  to  a  height  his  friendi 
could  not  fupport  him  againft,  laid  down  his  commifHon,  de- 
claring he  had  done  it  to  quiet  the  people.  Aftcrwardi) 
when  thofe  prejudices  fubfided,  he  refumed  his  comroiffioo, 
and  rendered  more  fervice  to  his  country  at  fca,  than  an? 
other  man  ever  did.  He  was  fpeaking  of  the  famous  Dutch 
Admiral  Van  Tromp. 

What  Sir  Hugh  had  done  under  limilar  circumftances  wai 
nearly  the  fame ;  and  his  real  motives  for  religning,  he  (aid, 
would  beft  appear  from  his  letter  of  refignation,  written  in 
the  obfcure  place  to  which  he  had  retired.  This  letter,  heob- 
ferved,  would  have  been  written  in  a  better  ftile,  perhaps,  if 
his  mind  had  been  more  tranquil  at  the  time ;  but  fuch  as  it 
was,  he  would  read  it  to  the  Houfe.  It  was  addrefied  to  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  and  in  the  following  words  : 
"  My  Lord, 

*^  After  duly"  revolving  in  my  mind  the  prefent  ftatc  of 
things,  and  the  confufion  into  which  his  Majefty*s  fervice  ii 
thrown  by  the  violent  meafures  and  proceedings  of  a  deluded 
mob  againft  me ;  and  having  long  perceived  a  fpirit  of  envy 

and 
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and  jealoufy  drawn  upon   me   by   the  favours   and  honours 
which  his  Majefty  has  from  time  to  time  been  gracioufly 

£  leafed  to  beftow  on  me,  as  rewards  of  long  and  faithful  la- 
ours  in  the  fervite  of  my  country,  I  think  it  beft,  in  order 
to  abate  the  rage  of  prejudice  raifed  againft  me,  and  to  fa- 
vour meafures  to  reftore  tranquility,  humbly  to  beg  your 
lordfhip  will  intercede  with  his  Majefty  to  permit  me  to  re- 
figa  my  tommiflioos  as  lieutenant-general  of  the  marines, 
and  the  nominal  government  of  Scarborough  Caftle.  At  the 
fgme  time,  I  muu  beg,  through  your  lordfhip's  favour,  that 
hit  Majefty  may  be  auured  of  the  continuance  of  my  loyalty, 
duty,  and  zeal  towards  his  Majefty,  to  the  laft  moment  of 
my  life,  whatever  may  be  my  fate,  and  to  whatever  low 
.fituation  I  may  be  reduced, 
i,  .  "I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c." 

Sir  Hugh  added,  that  he  had  lately  been  fuperfeded  in  the 
Jicntenant-generallhip  of  the  marines  by  Sir  Thomas  Pye; 
but  that  he  ftill  remained  governor  of  Scarborough  Caftle, 
with  the  falary  of  (ixteen  pounds  per  annum.  He  then  ap- 
%pealed  to  the  Houfe,  whether  this  letter  bfetrayed  any  confci- 
onfnefs  of  guilt,  or  fear  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  threats 
in  Parliament. 

Occafion  had  been  taken  on  a  former  day,  by  the  fame  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  toinfinuate  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  had 
f&ed  in  this  matter  under  the  influence  of  forpe  perfons  who 
flfftre  fuppofcd  to  be  enemies  to  Admiral  Keppel,  He  de- 
iCfer^  he  had  not  taken  any  fteps  under  the  influence,  or  with 
Uie  advice  of  any  man,  but  had  a£ted  in  all  things,  as  he 
thought,  coniiftent  with  what  a  military  man  and  a  man  of 
boDOur  ought  to  do,  when  his  reputation  is  unjuftly  attacked ; 
that  it,  he  had  trufted  entirely  to  the  merits  of  his  capfe,  with- 
;^t  applying  to  any  party  or  fet  of  men,  or  to  any  minifter, 
.for  aftiftance,  countenance,  or  prote£tion  ;  nor  had  he  applied 
to  any  flag  officer  to  interfere  by  memorial  to  the  King  in  a 
jf^ufe  depending ;  nor  had  folici^ed  any  offlcer  in  the  fervice  to 
.tike  a  part  in  it :  yet  fo  ftrong  had  the  feeds  of  party  been 
iqwnin  the  navy,  tliat  after  Admiral  Keppel's  trial  was  oyer, 
iad  after  his  own  trial  was  ordered,  two  flag  oiGcers  and 
Jbme  captains  became  fo  regardlefs  of  even  the  femblance  of 
decency,  that  even  when  they  knew  they  were  to  be  called 
M  witneftes  on  his  trial,  they  figned  an  addrefs,  intended  to 
be  prcfented  to  the  King,  praying  that  Sir  Hugh's  flag  might 
be  taken  f  ron  him,  and  that  he  might  not  be  allowed  the  benet* 
^C  of  a  trial.   Such  was  the  baneful  influence  of  party,  and  fo 

Hhb  :^  much 
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much  was  that  party  afraid  of  Sir  Hugh*s  having  a  trial, 
knowing  that  at  a  fair  trial  he  muft  be  acquitted,  and  many 
difagreeable  truths  would  come  out,  that  a  fufficicnt  number 
of  officers  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  iign  the  memorial 
tocoantenance  the  delivery  of  ir,  and  therefore  it  wasdrop^ 
ped. 
*  A  good  deal  had  been  faid  to  leflen  and  depreciate  the  part 

he  had  taken  in  the  aSion.  He  was  exceedingly  unwilling 
to  fay  any  thing  that  Teemed  like  founding  his  own  praife;but 
he  could  not  help  obferving  to  the  Houl'e,  that  he  had  gone 
iingly  and  alone  into  the  middle  of  the  French  fleet,  had 
fought  his  way  to  the  end  of  their  line,  and  had  turned  again 
to  renew  the  aftion.  This  he  had  done  without  ever,  in  the 
fmalleft  degree,  fufpefting  a  defign  to  facrifice  him,  till  itwai 
put  into  his  head  ;  and  by  whom  ?  by  the  admiral  himfelf.— 
But  after  doing  his  duty  in  a  diftinguifhed  manner  in  the  ac- 
tion, to  be  attacked  and  perfccuted  as  he  had  been  by  h« 
chief,  and  by  a  confederacy  of  fo  many  powerful  penbni| 
both  in  and  out  of  that  Houie,  was  a  treatment  which  no  offi- 
cer in  this  or  any  other  country  had  ever  met  with  before,  and 
what  hardly  any  man  could  bear  ;  however,  he  thanked  God 
he  had  hitherto  had  the  fortitude  to  refill  it. 

He  next  obferved,  that  he  was  glad  to  fee  an  bonoontble 
gentleman  [Mr.  BurkeJ  oppofite  to  him,  who  was  lately 
returned  to  his  feat,  as  he  had  fomething  to  fay  which  M 
fhould  have  been  unwilling  to  mention  behind  his  back.— 
He  had  been  told,  that  on  a  former  occafion,  whilft  he  wai 
overwhelmed  with  injuftice  and  opprcffion,  and  driven  to  a 
ftate  of  defpair  and  adverfity,  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
propofed,  that  an  ample  penfion  (bould  be  fettled  on  him^  ft> 
enable  him  to  live  comfortably  in  retirement.  This,  Sir 
Hugh  faid,  he  confidered  as  the  moft  indignant  infult  which 
one  man  could  offer  to  another  in  his  thfen  fiiuation.  He  con- 
fidered it  as  a  bribe  held  out  to  him  to  facrifice  his  own  hooooTi 
to  fubfcribeto  his  own  guilt,  though  he  knew  himfelf  inno- 
cent, to  tempt  him  to  avoid  a  fair  trial,  and  thereby  to  con- 
ceal from  the  public,  truths  which  they  had  a  right  to  know. 
Bur,  Sir  Hugh  faid,  rather  than  accept  fuch  a  propofal,  he 
would  fubmit  to  be  reduced  to  Hand  at  his  own  gate,  and  beg 
from  every  traveller  that  paffed,  except  indeed  the  honoorablc 
gentleman  who  was  capable  of  making  fo  indignant  a  prq)0- 
fal  fhould  pafs;  for  from  him,  he  would  not,  even  under  the 
feverefl  extremity  of  wretched ntfs,  deign  to  receive  affiflance. 
Yet  he  would  thank  the  honourable  gentleman- for  one  thing 

he 
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le  had  faid,  which  was,  that  if  Sir  Hnc;h  Pallifcr  was  ol^fti- 
Aately  bent  on  having  a  trial,  he  loK  fiioly  waflied  his  hands 
«f  the  poor  gentlenian^s  I'ltxxi,  hut  he  would  take  care  it 
fliould  not  be  a  (ham  trial ;  foi  this,  Sir  Hugh  faid,  here- 
turned  thanks,  for  he  thought  that  it  added  luilrc  to  his  ac- 
^htal. 

Th«  honourable  admiral  who  fpoke  laft,  had  taken  ocr?fion 
to  mention  Sir  Hugh's  applicaiii  n  u^  ])im  by  letter,  and  by  a 
peribnal  vifit,  defiring  him  to  do  Sir  Hugh  the  juftice  to  con- 
tradtA  the  fcandalous  reports  propagated  againft  him  hy  the 
admirars  relations  artd  dependants,  and  the  officers  of  the 
Vidory ;  and  had  repeated  part  of  what  paflid  at  that 
interview.  He  had  firft  to  obferve,  that  the  admiral  had  pu- 
fclifbed  that  letter  partially,  and  not  wholly;  what  Sir  Hugh 
propofed  to  him  was  a  full  confutation  of  the  injur  ion:,  re- 
ports he  complained  of.  But  in  his  letter.  Sir  Hugh  faid  that 
ftny  thing  more  agreeable  to  the  admiral,  which  might  be 
Hgreed  on,  would  fatisfy  him  ;  and,  indeed,  any  thing  tl>at 
amounted  to  the  admiral's  authority  to  contradift  theni, 
would  have  been  fatisfaftory.  But  he  refufed  it;  upon 
which  Sir  Hugh  fpokc,  and  he  was  fure  the  admiral  would  do 
him  the  juftice  to  remember  it,  in  nearly  thefe  words :  *^  Is 
it  pofEble  that  you  can  countenance  fuch  injurious  reports 
^ainft  me  ?  I  never  yet  knew  why  the  battle  was  difcon- 
lined^  or  not  immediattly  renewed  and  continued  till  it  had 
been  dccifive.  I  cannot  let  the  matter  ftand  upon  this  foot* 
lag  J  my  reputation  is  wounded;  the  nation  is  diffatisfied; 
ihcy  have  a  right  to  know,  if  there  wa«  any  fault,  where  it 
lic»-**  Sir  Hugh  added,  when  he  vifited  the  admiral,  he 
Found  him  alone;  that  they  remained  by  themklves,  fat 
down,  and  were  difcuffing  the  fubjeft  very  difpaffionately, 
when  a  third  perfon  came  in;  after  which  every  thing  that 
pailcd  was  with  warmth  and  anger.  The  admiral  quitted  the 
roomy  and  as  Sir  Hugh  did  not  chufe  to  have  any  con- 
rer&tion  with  the  other  gentleman,  he  went  away,  and  im- 
rneAately  contradifted,  in  his  own  name,  the  injuriou'i  rcflec- 
ElOds  againft  him.'  This  had  highly  offended  Mr.  Ktppel, 
IS  he  had  refufed  his  authority  for  it ;  and  he  came  ;^»^"n  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  ftxed  3  ftigma  on  Sir  Hui;h,  by 
leclaring  he  would  never  fcrve  with  him  again  ;  and  infinua- 
ting,  that  he  had  difobeyed  his  orders,  but  yet  refufing  to 
bring  him  to  a  court-martial.  Sir  Hugh,  therefore,  had  af- 
terwards applied  for  courts-martial  on  both. 

3  The 
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The  honourable  admiral,  in  his  fpeech,  had  thought  pro- 
per to  mention  that  he  had  occaiion  to  rebuke  the  captains; 
and  that,  to  prevent  the  like  error  in  them  in  future,  he  had, 
ivhen  at  Plymouth,  ilTued  an  order  (which  he  had  read  to  the 
Houfe)  for  better  explaining  the  method  of  forming  the  line 
of  battle ;  but  how  ungenerous  was  it  to  rebuke  officers,  aivl 
mention  it  in  that  Houie,  for  errors  or  mi  (lakes,  if  there 
were  any,  when  they  were  occafioned  by  a  deticiency  inhii 
own  orders.  The  regulation  the  admiral  mentioned,  he  ne^cr 
knew  omitted  by  any  commanding  officer  under  whom  he 
had  ferved ;  and  he  had  by  him  thofe  inftru£lions  from  eveiy 
commanding  officer  under  whom  he  had  ferved  fioce  be  hid 
been  a  captain. 

HerCy  he  faid,  he  could  not  help  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  a  matter,  which  he  thought  materially  concern- 
ed the  welfare  of  the  naval  fervice.  What  muft  be  the  fete 
of  the  minds  of  officers,  when  they  refleft  on  the  proceeding! 
of  Admiral  KeppePs  court-martial,  and  on  the  new  doftrine 
.  maintained  that  night,  when  they  are  told,  t!  at  they  may  be 
condemned,  degraded,  and  their  reputations  taken  away 
without  trial,  and  without  a  hearing;  and  in  coniirmation  of 
this  dodrine,  a  great  fea  officer  had  ftc  od  up  in  Parliament, 
and  declared,  that  he  could  at  any  tiir^,  with  a  fillip,  fetafide 
another  fea  officer  of  high  rank,  ::ot  indeed  equal  in  rank 
with  himfelf,  but  next  in  degr?-,  ind  high  in  reputation,  in 
that  refped,  equal  to  and  of  as  long  fervice  as  himfelf:  and 
when  they  rcfleft  alfo,  that  Admiral  Kcppel  had  done  that  by 
this<)h)cer,  without  putting  him  upon  trial,  or  even  fufii:riqg  ' 
him  to  be  heard.  Think  on  the  confequence  of  this  prece^  1 
dent,  if  it  fhould  govern  future  courts*martial. 
Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  never  rofe  in  that  Houfe  without  ibqp 
pain,  being  perfeftly  confcious  that  however  pure  his  intention 
might  be,  and  however  great  his  zeal  to  ferve  his  country,  he 
was  but  little  entitled  to  trouble  the  Houfe,  and  rarely  made 
them  amends  for  the  attention  with  which  thty  hononred 
him ;  but  if  his  uneafinefs  was  at  any  time  of  his  rifing  pe- 
culiarly painful  to  him,  ,it  was  fo  moft  of  all,  whep  he  bad 
occafion  to  fpeak  upon  fo  miferable  and  iniignificant  a  ful^ 
as  himfelf.  Such,  however,  was  his  fituation  at  that  boor, 
that  he  was  under  the  neceffity,  the  indifpenfible  necef&ty,  df 
.  troubling  the  Houfe  upon  the  fingularity  of  what  had  happen- 
ed to  him.  Before  he  came  into  that  Houfe  (out  of  which, 
God  knew,  he  vvas  e^^tremely  willing  to  have  continued,  lvid 
his  friends  been  of  the  fame  opinion  that  he  entertained)  he 

U 


8k  DEBATES/  4^3 

caTxl  that  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  in  the 
sof  a  debate  which  had  taken  a  turn  towaids  the  very 

at  that  moment  under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe, 
Dne  him  the  honour  to  allude  to  fome  words  fuppoied  to 
fallen  from  him  in  a  debate  two  years  iince,  and  which 
I  were  the  caufe  of  the  expreflions  of  anger  ufed  againft 
by  the  honourable  vice  admiral  oppofite  to  him  in  one 
n  the  fpeech.  He  flood  thus  lingularly  circumftanced  : 
loble  lord^  profefling  to  defend  the  vice  admiral,  and 
IHng  to  pay  a  compliment  to  him,  had  held  up  his  fup- 

words,  as  a  proof  of  his  liberality  and  benevolence  to- 
I  the  vice  admiral,  and  as  a  proof  of  his  prrfuafion  of  that 
?man's  merit  and  claim  to  reward  from  the  crown. 

was  the  comment,  and  fuch  was  the  conftru£lion  put 

his  phrafes  byth«>J3ohle  lord  ;  thofe  very  phrafes^  which 
onourable  vice  admiral  fpurned  at  with  indignation,  and 
red  he  felt  to  be  the  moft  indignant  infult  that  could  be 
rd  him,  becaufe  it  was  a  bribe,  held  out  to  him  to  facri- 
liis  own  honour,  to  fubfcribe  to  his  own  guilt,  though 
lew  himfelf  innocent,  to  tempt  him  to  avoid  a  fair  trial, 
ihereby  to  conceal  from  the  public,  truths  which  they 
I  right  to  know."  The  honourable  vice  admiral  had 
farther — had  faid,  he  would  fooner  be  reduced  to  the 
litv  of  begging  his  bread  at  his  own  door,  than  accept 
>riDe,  and  would  fooner  die  in  a  ditch  than  deign  to  re- 

his  charity. 

aofwer  to  all  this,  Mr.  fiurke  alTured  the  honourable 
admiral  he  had  totally  miflaken  his  meaning  ;  whenever 
tended  to  a&  in  the  manner  the  vice  admiral  had  con- 
d,  firft  of  all  he  would  take  care  that  both  his  bribes  and 
harity  (hould  be  oflFcred  in  private.  He  would  neither 
ife  the  one  in  a  popular  aiiembly,  nor  adminifter  the 
'  in  the  public  flreet.  As  little  did  he  mean  to  give  the 
Ce  to  underftand,  as  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon 
chofen  to  interpret,  that  he  thought  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
hy  of  a  reward.  God  knew,  he  liad  not  an  idea  of 
t  bribe  or  reward.  How  ridiculous  muft  it  appear  in 
to  talk  either  of  bribes  or  rewards;  the Houfe  well  knew 
«d  it  not  in  his  power  to  bcftow  either  !  He  had  no  fuch 
^^  at  the  time  alluded  to,  any  more  than  at  prefent ;  the 
r  lord  in  the  blae  ribbon  was  perfedly  aw^reof  this; 
loble  lord  knew  where  the  power  lay,  and  who  it  was 
was  beft  able  to  tempt  by  a  bribe,  or  to  gratify  by  a  re- 
I ;  elfe  whence  the  majority  that  attended  the  noble  lord 
I  he  divided  upon  the  qufftion  fiarte4  by  his  honourable 
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fricftcl  who  made  the  motion  rcfpefting  Sir  Hugh  Pallifertwo 
years  ago  ?  The  firft  idea,  for  the  rcafons  he  had  ftated,  had 
never  once  entered  iiis  thoughts  *  the  fccond,   neither  at  the 
period  of  time  that  paiTed  between  the  trial  of  his  honourable 
his  worthy,   his  dear,  and  truly  refpeftable  friend,  Adminl  f 
Keppel,^  and  the  trial  of  the  honourable  vice  admiral  wIib 
fpoke  laft,  had  ever  fuggcfted  itfelf  to  him,  becaufe  he  kncff 
that  a  man  who  had  been  declared  by  a  court-martial  to  hue 
preferred  a  malicious  and  ill-founded  accufation  againft  Ui 
commander  in  chief,  was  not  by  any  means  to  be  regarded  m 
the  ohjeft  of  perfonal  honour  or  of  pecuniary  reward,  ho«»-  V 
ever  the  mortifying,  the  lovv,  the  abje£t  ftate  into  whiciihe  Is 
had  fufFered  his  paHions  to  plunge  him,  might  give  him  ibfflo  Ij 
claim  to  private  pity.     T^^^  honourable  vice  admiral'i  fitu^  E 
tion  had  excited  his  compaiGon,  the  honourable  vice  adminl 
might  rejed  bis  fympathy,  but  he  could  not  prevent  him  &Qin 
feeling  that  fentiment. 

But  to  what,  faid  he,  are  the  counfels,  debates,  iigp- 
mcnts,  and  reafonings  of  this  Houfe  arrived,  when  %  propoTil 
of  mitigation  of  punifhment,  when  emotions  of  pity  ait  GOft- 
ftrued  into  a  proof  of  the  innocence  of  a  perfbn,  dechutd  to 
be  a  falfe  and  malicious  accufer,  or  into  a  bribe  to  induce 
him  to  acknowledge  his  guilt  by  lilence  under  a  feoteooei 
coming  from  the  iirft  authority,  and  which  no  (obfcqucnt 
trial  can  poiBbly  weaken  the  force  of?  The  honourable  vfce 
admiral^  he  obfcrved,  had  boafted  of  his  having  gone  iiDeljr 
and  alone  into  the  middle  of  the  French  fleet,  and  of  nil 
having  fought  his  way  to  the  end  of  their  line.  No  one  fnb*  ' 
jeft  that  had  ever  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life  challci^ 
his  notice,  had  been  ftudied  by  him  with  fo  much  attcntion 
mnd  fo  much  care,  as  the  tranfadions  of  the  27th  of  Jaly,  r 
becaufe  the  honour  and  the  life  of  the  dearcft  friend  he  w  '  ij 
on  earth,  made  thofe  tranfa£lions  of  th«  moft  ferioBS  impor*-  b 
tance  to  him ;  and  whenever  fo  exalted,  fo  virtuous  a  madii  i 
man  for  whom  he  felt  the  moft  ardent  efteeai,  aad  the  t 
warmeft  friendfliip,  was  put  into  a  fltuatioh  of  dan^,  vi  k 
his  life  fet  upon  the  hazard  of  a  trial,  he  felt  himfelf  irrcfflfi-  r 
bly  impelled  to  give  him  every  poflible  countenance  aodfisp  i 
port  (though  the  fupport  of  confcious  virtue  was  all  that  Ao-  8 
miral  Keppel  needed,  and  God  knew,  no  man  pofleJOfed  oon-  c 
fcious  virtue  in  a  higher  degree)  and  to  (hare  perfonally  witk  } 
him  in  the  perils  of  the  conflif);,  and  in  the  difgracc  or  honour  i 
of  the  event.  He  had  not  only  been  prefcnt  at  the  trial,  *»l  f 
liftened  to  the  minuteft  particular  of  the  evidence  with  die  \ 
aioft  attentive,  car,  (^  he  bad  read  every  fyltable  that  hid    I 

come 
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ftoui  the  prcfs  upon  the  fubjcfl,  that  bore  any  thing 
he  ftamp  of  authority.  He  had  pcnifed  the  three  trials, 
)ne  publifhed  by  the  judge  advocate,  the  other  pubiiflied 
e  fhort-hand  writer  employed  for  Admiral  Keppel,  and 
lird  publifhed  by  the  vice-admiral)  over  and  over,  in  or- 
o  make  himfelf  compleatly  mailer  of  the  fubjeft ;  he 
therefore  with  the  fulleft  confidence  afTert,  that  the 
^  brought  againfl  his  noble  and  worthy  friend  was  ma- 
8  and  ill-founded.  What  was  the  charge  in  one  part  but 
m  of  negligence  ^  A  charge  of  negligence  uix;ed  agamftAd  - 
Keppel,  the  mofl  diligent  of  all  men  !  But  the  honou- 
Tice-admiral  has  faid,  that  he  failed  fingly  and  alone  into 
lidft  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  inferring  from  that,  that  he 
kCgleAed,  and  meant  to  be  facrificech  In  order  to  prove 
;  Houfe  what  had  been  before  proved  to  the  fatisfa£tion 
e  court-martial,  viz.  that  this  aflfertion  was  altogether 
anded,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  would  read  an  extraf):  or  two 
the  trial,  fhewing,  that  fofar  from  the  Formidable  be- 
eft  alone  in  this  perilous  fituation,  as  the  honourable 
admiral  would  have  the  Houfe  imagine,  the  Formidable 
bltowed  fo  clofely  by  fome  fhips,  and  led  oft  by  others^ 
t  was  with  the  utmofl  difficulty  mifchief  was  prevented, 
*  from  the  fhips  running  foul  of  each  other,  or  one  or 
of  them  receiving  the  nre  of  thofe  that  were  nearcfl. 
r.  Burke  here  took  up  the  printed  copy  of  Admiral  Kep- 
trial,  and  read  extrafts  from  the  evidence  of  Capt.  La- 
,  who  then  commanded  the  Ocean ;  Sir  Richard  Bicker- 
captain  of  the  Terrible ;  Capt.  Maitland,  of  the  Eliza- 
and  other  officers,  in  order  to  fhew  that  the  Formidable 
t  one  time  fo  fituated,  that  one  fhip  was  obliged  to  bear 
nd  fhoot  a-head  of  her,  another  to  backen  her  mizen 
Ills,  to  prevent  coming  on  board  her,  and  that  another 
med  her  fire,  becaufe,  had  fhc  continued  it,  fhe  mufl 
farily  have  fired  diredlly  into  her.  Mr.  Burke  dwelt  on 
sfult  of  thefe  extrafts  for  fome  time,  and  faid  it  tkence 
evident,  that  fo  far  from  the  Formidable  being  left 
,  fhe  was  jammed  in  among  a  croud  of  fhips,  that  were 
nd  to  fupport  her;  but  even  if  it  were  true,  that  the  ad- 
had  rulhed  like  a  lion  fingly  and  unfupported  amidfl  the 
:h  fleet,  and  after  he  had  pafTed  them,  had  turned  back 
with  the  fury  of  a  Britifh  bull-dog,  as  his  honourable 
1— he  begged  pardon — the  honourable  officer  (for  when 
iStto  choofe,  which  he  was  to  adhere  to  as  his  friend  in 
e,  the  honourable  commodore,  who  had  thought  proper 
5L.  XVIII,  lii  to 
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tP  go  into  new  connexions,  conne£lions  with  thofe  who  bad 
nearly  ruined  their  country,  or  the  honourable  admiral,  the 
objeA  of  his  efteeip,  his  refped,  and  his  admiration,  he  ha4 
no  difficulty  ir>  making  his  eleftion)  but  if  the  vice-admiral'i 
conduft  had  been  fuch  as  the  honourable  commodore  had  de*; 
fcribcd,  what  would  be  the  trye  colour  of  it  ?  —  it  would  be 
brave,  it  would  be  daring ;  it  noight  hjivc  entitled  a  youi^ 
officer  to  great  praife  on  the  fcore  of  his  courage,  but  would  it 
have  refle£ted  any  honouron  the  vice-admiral  as  a  commai^deri 
and  as  the  leader  of  a  divifion  of  a  great  fleet  ?  Let  the  Houfe 
coniider  the  eiTential  difference  between  the  one  charafter  aod 
the  other.  Let  them  consider  that  wh^t  would  become  the 
jirft,  would  greatly  mifbecqme  the  fecood  !  That  prudence 
and  ikill  in  a  comipander  are  as  eiTential  as  perfonal  courage; 
to  rufli  iingly  into  battle  with  impetuous  fury,  without  having 
taken  mealures  to  be  properly  fuftaincd,  neither  (hewed  great 
ikill  nor  great  prudence !  if  the  vice-admiral  therefore  had 
been  warranted  tp  claim  the  fort  of  merit  whicli  he  had  af- 
iumed,  and  which  he  trufted  he  l^^d  proved  did  not  belopgto 
him,  eyen  then  he  muft,  fron^  his  own  iheviring,  appear  to 
the  Hqufe  to  h^ve  adted  in  a  manner  not  confiftent  with  his 
duty  as  comniander  of  the  blpe  fquadron, 

Mr.  Burke  next  vjrpnt  on  to  an  examination  of  the  fentencc 
of  the  court- pnartial  whjch  tried  Admiral  Keppel,  and  endea- 
voured to  prove  the t  the  court  had  i)Qt  only  acquitted  the  ad- 
miral uqapimoully,  bift  that  they  had  ajfo  unanioioufly  given 
n  as  their  opiqioq,  that  the  charge  was  malicious  stnd  ill- 
founded.  In  order  to  dp  this,  he  read  the  fentepce,  and  di- 
vided U  logically  into  the  premifcs  and  the  concluiion.  He 
faid,  the  part  of  the  fctitence  whicli  Hated  that  the  court 
f^  having  heard  the  evidence,  and  maturely  and  ferioufly  coa- 
fidercd  the  vyliple,  are  of  opinion  that  the  charge  is  malicious 
and  ill-founded  :  it  having  appeared  that  the  faid  adoursd,  fo 
far  from  having,  by  milconduft  and  negleft  of  duty,  on  the 
day$  thereifi  alluded  to,  loflb  opportunity  of  rendering  t&^ 
tial  fervice  tp  the  ilate,  and  thereby  tarnifhed  the  honour  of 
the  Briti(h  navy,  behaved  as  became  a  judicious,  a  brave  and 
experienced  officer;"  was  undoubtedly  the  prcniiifes,  or  the 
afcertained  fadis  j  from  the  whole  of  which  they  deduced  the 
confequence,  or  concluiion,  expreiTed  in  thefe  words  :  "  The 
court  do  therefore  unanimouily  and  honourable  acquit  the 
faid  Admiral  Auguftus  Keppel  of  the  feveral  articles  contain- 
ed in  the  charge  againft  him,  &c.  &c."  It  was  impoffible,  he 

pontended^  to  leparatc  the  one  from  the  other^  becaufe.  in  h&^ 
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reparation  would  be  to  make  downright  nonienfe  of  the 
;,  or  to  faifify  the  conclufion,  which,  beyond  all  dif- 
as  the  main  part  of  the  fcntence  could  have  no  founda- 
)Ut  in  the  premifes,  and  muft  be  vitiated  and  impeached 
portion  as  the  premifes  were  vitiated  arid  impeached.  I^ 
"emifes  were  general  and  co-extenfive  td  th&accufed  and 
cnfer,  the  epithets  of  force  ufed  in  the  c'oncluiion  muft 
lally  general  and  equally  co-extenfive. 
ving  put  this  argument  with  wonderful  ingenuity,  and 
led  upon  it  with  that  fplendour  of  ability  which  Mr. 
J  is  peculiarly  gifted  with,  he  indulged  himlelf  ra- 
in a  ridiculous  than  a  ferious  refutation  of  the  argu- 
I  thar  had  been  ufed,  not  only  to  prove  that  vice-admi- 
r  Hugh  Pallifer  was  not  declared  to  have  preferred  i 
ious  and  ill-founded  accufation  by  the  unanimous  Opi- 
jf  the  court-martial  which  tried  Admiral  Keppel,  but 
Jir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  honourably  acquitted  by  his  owri 
-martial.  The  grounds  of  argument  refted  on  by  Mr. 
r  were  the  chief  objefts  of  Mr.  Burke's  irony.  He 
iiat  gentleman  had  very  ingcnioufly  fhewn  the  Houfe  d 
node  of  argument ;  he  had  held  that  unanimity  was 
to  fufpicion  ;  that  a  bare,  acquittal  was  at  lead:  equal  to 
animous  and  honourable  acquittal,  but  that  an  acquit- 
xompanied  with  cenfure,  was  much  better  than  either  i 
>ran  unanimous  acquittal.*  The  honourable  gentleman^, 
ferved,  had  ftretched  his  argument  within  a  (hort,  a  very 
limit  of  itsextremitv;  he  had  only  to  have  added,-  ill 
to  have  compleatcd  his  own  climax,  that  a  condemna- 
vas  beft  of  all,  and  that  on  the  fame  principles  that  had 
ned  his  other  politions,  tiz.  that ''  an  acquittal  by  a  ma- 
was  better  than  a  ralh  and  good-natured  Unammity.** 
8  new  do£^rine  were  fubfcribed  to,  he  for  one  was  ready 
mit  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr's  acquittal  was  much  more 
arable  than  that  of  Admiral  Keppel.  But  as  the  Houfe 
or  at  leaft  ought  to  be  looked  up  to,  as  a  folemn  and  au- 
ifiembly,  and  as  the  prefent  fubjefl  of  difcuflion  would' 
tbiy  be  regarded  without  doors,  both  now  and  hereafter, 
cry  ferious  parliamentary  topic,  a  topic  on  the  difpofal 
iich  the  future  profperity  of  the  navy  of  England  de- 
:d,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  be  led  away  from  thd 
late  of  the  argument,  by  diftinftions  more  remarkable 
icir  ingenious  abfurdity,*  than  for  iheir  folidity^  power 
aviftion^  or  alliance  to  fair  rcafoning. 

'    li  i  a  He 
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He  next  adverted  to  the  fentence  of  Sir  HugliPallirer,  and 
the  commeDts  that  had  been  made  upon  it  by  the  noble  k)r4 
in  the  blue  ribbon,  and  other  gentlemen.     He  added  the  de- 
claration of  Admiral  Kcppel's  court-martial,  rcfpeAing  liio 
vice-admiral,  to  the  part  of  the  fentence  of  that  of  Sir  Hug^ 
Pallifer,  (which  pointed  out  the  vice-admiral's  mifcondoA) 
and  faid,  the  refolt  of  the  two  in  the  fcale  of  cenfure,  wai 
that  the  vice-admiral  had  been  guilty  of  three  diftinft  aufti  of 
snifcoodudt  ;  Admiral  Kcppel's  court-martial  had  given  itas 
their  opinion,  that  he  had  preferred  a  falfe  acw4  oMticioDi 
charge,  and  his  own  court-martial  had  charged  him  cxprefily 
with  having  been  guilty  of  negleft  of  duty,  in  having  omit* 
ted  to  inform  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  ftate  of  the  For- 
midable by  the  Fox  frigate.     The  part  of  the  fentence  of  die 
court-martial  which  tried  Admiral  Keppel,  had  been  declared   " 
extrajudicial.     That  was  not  the  queftion  before  the  Honfe,    | 
Had  not  the  court  or  courts  perfedly  competent  to  proneaoce   f 
fuch  an  opinion,  declared  the  charge  to  be  malicious  and  ill- 
founded  ?  Could  any  man  deny  that  the  court  had  declared 
fo  ?  Would  any  man  avow  that  the  honour  and  veracity  of  the 
court  was  in  any  degree  queftionable  ?  What  then  was  the 
amount  of  the^declaration,  that  the  fentence  of  Admiral  Kep- 

5 I's  court-martial,  inaimuch  as  it  cenfured  vice-admiral  Sir 
ueh  Pallifer,  was  extrajudicial  and  unwarrantable,  but  a 
libel?  And  here  he  wifhcd  the  Houfe  to  confider  that  libels 
derived  their  power  of  virulence,  of  Venom,  and  of  o^d,  ia 
pioportion  to  the  degree  of  weight;  with  which  thcj  wen 
committed  to  circulation  ;  a  parli^raentary  libel  muft  necef- 
itarily  be  the  worft  of  all  libels  ;  that  Home  therefore  QOgi^ 
to  paufe  at  the  thre(hold,  to  comider  where  they  were  going, 
and  to  confult  their,  reafon^  whether  it  was  coniiftent  widi 
their  dignity,  agreeable  to  truth,  or  wife  in  itfelf,  to  adopt 
.  the  libel  fuggeflcd  againft  Admiral  Keppd's  court-martiui 
and  give  it  their  countenance. 

He  next  went  into  a  confideration  of  the  argumetnti  held 
by  Commodore  johnllone.  He  particularly  defended  Adqu- 
ral  Keppel  for  having  forgiven  the  vice-admiral  at  firft»  aod 
for  having  a£ted  conliftently  with  that  forgivenefs  afierwards. 
He  faid,  that  Admiral  Keppel  could  not  do  otherwife  than  fail 
a,  fecond.  time  with  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  after  he  bad 
once  made  up  his  mind  to  the  forgiving  and  overlooking  bis 
xpifcondua  on  the  27th  of  July,  a  day  which  he  was  ready 
to  acknowledge,  was  not  a  day  of  triumph  to  this  country  ; 
but  then  the  (jueftion  naturally  arofe,  —  to  whom  was  it  af- 

cribable 


A.i)8t.  DEBATES.  429 

cribadde,  that  it  had  not  been  a  day  of  triumph  and  a  day  of 
gjbory  ?  The  fault  muft  lay  either  at  the  door  of  his  dear  and 
fiODOurable  friend,  Admiral  Keppel,  or  at  the  door  of  the 
Tict  adoural !  Where  were  the  people  of  England,  the  inju-- 
Xtd  people  of  England,  to  look  for  evidence,  and  conviAion 
of  jiic  faft,  which  of  the  two  it  was  that  was  criminal  } 
wliere,  bat  to  the  (entences  of  the  two  court-martials  ?  Seiw 
leoces  delivered  on  oath  by  men  of  high  honour,  unimpeach- 
able integrity,  and  undoubted  knowledge  of  the  fubjeA.  — « 
^HHiat  faid  the  cQurt-martial  that  tried  Admiral  Kcppel  ?  Had 
4iey  not  acquitted  him  honourably  and  nnanimouuvy  and  de* 
tiMPsd  the  charge  malicious  and  ilUfounded  ?  Did  the  court- 
IMftial  th^t  tried  the  vice-admiral  acquit  him  honourably  and 
•Uaanimouily  }  No.  They  pronounced  a  very  different  judg* 
inent;  they  exprcfsly  con^mned  him,  and  declared  him  guil- 
ty of  mifconduft  !  The  people  of  England  therefore  mutt  Ice 
where  the  blame  was  due. 

He  ridiculed  Commodore  Johnftone*s  aflertion,  that  if  hit 
{aldier,  his  brother,  bis  Ton,  or  his  deareft  friend,  was  guilty 
of  mifconduft  or  negle£t  of  duty,  he'd  punilh  him  agrecabte 
to  the  laws  of  the  fervice ;  this,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  was  fine 
theory  and  good  do£trine  in  fpeculation,  it  founded  well,  but 
itfign'i£ed  nothing;  every  man^s  heart  muft  tell  him  that  it 
Iras  not  in  human  nature  to  carry  fuch  theory  rigidly  into 

SlAice,  A  thoufand  reafons  would  naturally  luggeft  them- 
vcsy  every  one  of  them  tending  to  the  honour  of  Admi- 
i:al  Keppel,  and  tending  to  prove  his  noble  mindednefs  and 
fenerpfit^  in  forgiving  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer^s  firft  negled, 
aind  'io  fa^iliog  with  him  a  fecond  time  :  but  if  no  other  were 
to  be  found,  than  an  expeAation  that  fuch  lenient  treatr 
floent  would  operate  on  a  generous  mind,  fo  as  to  produce  more 
>  caie  in  future,  and  infpire  an  anxioufnefs  to  expiate  paft  er- 
rors by  prefcnt  good  conduct ;  that  alone  was  a  reafon  fufii- 
ciently.ftrong  to  bear  out  the  matter  in  queflion.  With  regard 
to  the  public  illuminations  that  took  place  on  the  news  of  Ad* 
n^ral  Keppel's  acquittal  reaching  London,  he  knew  as  well  at 
the;  honourable  commodore,  that  the  people  did  not  rejoice 
b^aufe  the  trial  proved  that  the  27th  of  July  was  a  day  of 
triumph  to  Great  Britain.  No  —  they  rejoiced  becaufe  they 
law  that  a  gallant  officer,  a  worthy  and  an  honeft  man  had 
eCcaped  from  the  malice  of  his  accufer  !  becaufe  forefpefiable, 
{6  excellent  a  public  character,  was  acquitted  with  honour, 
and  becaufe  generoiity,  iincerity,  and  virtue,  had  gained  a 
yi&oiry  over  malice,  treachery,  and  meannefs !  Thefe,  and 
thefe  only,  were  the  caufes  of  the  public  illuminations  and  re- 
joicings 
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joicings;  and  what  honeft  Englifliman  was  there,  whofcbo* 
fom  would  DOt  expand  with  the  higheft  latisfaAlon  and  the 
moft  exalted  rapture  on  fuch  an  occafion  ? 
•    In  treating  of  Admical  Keppers  court-martial,  and  com- 
menting upon  the  evidence,  Mr.  Burke  took  occafion  to  al- 
lude to  Mr.  Jacklbn,  the  judge  advocate,  whom  he  defcribed 
as  an  honeft,    polite,  and  refpeftable  man,  but  faid,  Mr, 
Jackibn  and  he  were  equally  (killed  in  nautical  affairs,  having 
both  ftudied  in  the  fame  fchool,  to  which  reafon  he  afcribcd 
Mr.  Jacklbn's  not  having  fummoned  the  proper  witneflei  on 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  trial.     Mr.  Burke  ridiculed  Lord  North 
for  the  aukward  and  tedious  manner,  in  which  he  had  pre^ 
pared  and  moved  tlie  amendment,  creating  a  lau^b,  bychar^- 
ing  the  noble  lord  with  being  employed  in  knotting  and  fplN 
cing  the  motion,  and  in  filhmg  the  maft  of  it,  observing  at 
the  fame  time,  that  he  need  not  have  fired  a  gun  to  leeward, 
as  a  fignal  of  diftrefs,  it  being  pretty  obvious,  that  his  mizea 
top-mafts  were  Ihot  away.     Mr.  Burke  finiflied,  with  declar- 
ing, the  motion  had  his  hearty  alTent,  as  originally  moved 
by  his  honourable  friend. 
Rt.hon.r.  .    Right  honourable   ^t.^crjonjhend  infifted   willi  great  ^ni- 
rQwnjhend.  motion  on  the  virtues  of  Admiral  Keppel,  which  he  contrail* 
ed  with  the  conduct  towards  him  of  the  governor  of  Green- 
wich-Hofpital.     He  faid.  Lord  North  and  others  impeached 
the  court-martial.      He  was  very   fevere  on  Commodoic 
Jobnftone.     He  was  not  afraid  to  encounter  his  arguments, 
but  he  did  dread  his  venomous  praife.     Being  told  that  he 
was  in  the  gallery,  he  faid,  I  am  glad  that  he  hears  me,  I 
will  raife  my  voice,  that  he  may  hear  me  diftindWy  ;   1  am 
glad  that  he  knows  my  opinion  of  him,  &c.  &c. 
Mr.  Wai'        Mr.  fFailcrcey    Attorney-General,  faid,   that  condemning 
Sir  Hugh  Pallice  of  malice,  was  fubverfive  of  all  order  and 
juftice.     He  acknowledged  that  he  had  faid,  at  a  time  when 
he  did  not  know  all  the  truth,  and  when  there  was  a  popular 
Xttge  againft  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  if  any  minifter  was  fo  impru- 
dent as  to  employ  him  at  that  moment,  he  deferved  to  be 
accufed,  or  fome  fuch  thing  he  faid ;  and,  faid  he,  I  do  not 
fay  that  the  times  arc  changed,  or  that  popular  fury   abated ; 
Idonotfay,  that  I  know  they  are  changed.     If  they  were, 
to  be  fure  that  would  make  a  material  difference.     In  the 
;nean  time  I  maintain  my  confiftency  of  conduft,  by  obfcrv- 
ing  that  the  govemorfhip  of  Greenwieh-Hoipital  is  not  a 
very  efficient  office,    it  is  not  a  military  office.    I  a^lk  what 

naval 
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oaval  (kill  or  courage  are  requifite  for  the  governmeilt  of 
Greenwich  Hofpital  ? 

Sir  Fkicber  Norton  knew  that  the  manner  in  which  he  had  |^'  FUfcbtr 
conveyed  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  would  be  a  fubjeft  of  obfer-  ^'"'* 
vatiOHj  and  perhaps  of  cenfure.  But  he  would  always  prefer 
his  duty  tq  every  coniideration  whatever.  He  acknowledged 
a  former  connefiioo  with  Sir  Hugh  Palliicr,  neverthelefs  he 
t}ioyght  it  his  duty,  when  he  thanked  Admiral  Keppel,  to 
ufe  the  ftrong  language  of  the  court-martial,  however  dif* 
pleafing  it  might  be  to  Sir  Hugh  or  others.  As  to  Sir  Hugh*g 
oot  been  tried  for  malice,  or  heard  upon  that  fubjeft,  was 
^e  not  beard  on  it  when  he  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  preiled 
]pme  by  every  argument,  all  the  evidence  by  which  he  fup- 
portcd  his  charge  ?  For  if  his  evidence  was  lame,  and  even 
trifling,-  what  other  motive  would  be  aiTigned  for  his  con- 
daft  beiides  maKce  ?  For  malice  is  an  aft  or  difpoiition  of 
the  mind,  which  cannot  be  proved  by  direft  evidence,  and 
cui  only  be  inferred  from  afts  or  expreflions.  Thefe  were 
before  the  court-martial;  and  from  thefe  they  inferred  ma* 
licious  intention.  What,  though  their  fentence  might  be 
called  extrajudicial  ?  It  was  not  properly  any  fentence  at  alL 
It  was  an  opinion ;  but  an  opinion  formed  in  fuch  circum- 
fiancefl  as  to  be  equivalent  to  a  fentence,  and  as  operative  on 
the  minds  ofi  men.  But  why  ihouM  this  fentence  be  termed 
extrajudicial  i  '!  he  forms  of  Weflminfter-hall  were  not  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  dccilions  of  juftice.  The  ufage  of  any  court 
pooftituted  the  law  of  that  court;  and  the  ufage  of  courts 
martial  conftituted  the  law  of  courts  martial.  Indeed  this 
ufage  neceflarily  arofe  out  of  the  circumftances  of  fea- officers, 
^irho  had  no  other  way  of  trying  and  ftigmatizing  malicious 
accufers. 

Mr.  Mansfield  faid,  that  however  the  forms  of  juftice  might  Mr.  Mans^i 
vary,  juftice  itfelf  was  invariable;  and  it  was  an  effential /''<'• 
part  or  juftice,  that  every  man  Ihould  have  an  opportunity 
pf  anfwering  to  any  charge  chat  might  be  brought  againft 
him.  The  motives  of  accufers  might  be  various ;  they  might 
be  mifinformcd ;  they  might  mifconccivc  things ;  thev 
might  be  credulous ;  though  a  charge  might  not  be  fupported^ 
it  did  not  follow  that  it  originated  in  malice ;  the  perfon  who 
brings  fuch  a  charge  may  ihew  that  malice  could  not  be  his 
motive,  by  fhewii^  what  his  real  views  and  motives  were. 

Mr.  Dunning  faid,  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  and  bis  friends  Mr.  D«». 
were  obliged  to  Mr,  Fox  for  bis  motion ;    for  after  that  "'''^^ 

fliould 


4s»      '  PARLrAMENTARY  A.  17B1. 

(hould  be  negatived,  ai  be  prefmned  it  would  be,  minHlm 
would  dare  to  do  what  they  would  not  dare  to  do  othcrwife. 
It  had  been  afTerted,  that  it  was  allowed  on  all  ba^s,  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  been  condemned  of  malice  without  be» 
ing  beard.  That  was  not  the  cafe.  That  pofition  had  been 
denied  in  as  ftrong  terms  as  the  decorum  due  from  one  gen- 
tleman to  another  would  permit.  He  was  heard  on  the  diargc 
of  malice,  when  he  was  encreafing  his  malice  by  every  new 
effort  to  bring  Admiral  Keppel  to  condemnation  and  death. 
The  officers  that  tried  Admiral  Keppel  were  competent  to 
judge  of  Sir  Hugh  PallifePs  motiyes,  therefore  their  opi-  - 
ifeion  was  of  equal  weight  whether  judicial  or  extrajudicial 
That  it  was  extrajudicial  he  did  not  think ;  for  the  form 
of  different  courts  were  different;  and  though  it  had  bc^ 
argued,  that  it  was  effential  to  all  juftice  that  no  qita 
fiiould  be  condemned  without  being  arraigned,  a  formal  ac^ 
cufation  was  not  neceffary ;  and,  with  regard  to  Sir  Hifh 
Pallifer's  cafe,  he  had  in  fa£t  been  his  own  accufer;  for  if 
he  could  not  prove  a  charge,  nor  make  good  what  be  under- 
took, which  be  muft  havi:  known  whether  he  would  be  able 
to  do  or  not,  he  would  be  afiuated  only  by  malignint 
paffions. 

He  took  notice  of  the  very  honourable  acquittal  of  Ad- 
miral Keppel.     Men  in  oppofition  perhaps  to  the  views  of 
pobcy  and  felf-intereft,  under  the  lively  impreflions  of  truth 
and  juftice,  had  made  a  very  noble  facrifice  to  the  caufe  of 
juftice.     Mr.  Dunning  was  very  pleafant  upon  the  attomey- 
generah     He  knew,  he  faid,  and  had  foretold   that  die  in- 
genuity  of  the  learned  gentleman  had  provided  fomc  hole  for 
efcape,  when  he  had  talked  of  impeaching  the  miniflerwko 
fhould  dare  to  employ  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer;    and  now  it  ip- 
peared  that  he  had  a  very  wide  gate  for  getting  out  of  die 
fcrape.     For  unlefs  roiniftry  had  employed  Sir  Hugh  Paffifer 
at  the  very  moment  he  made  that  declaration,  he  could  plead 
diat  times  and  circumftances  had^altered.  —  **  Tempora  nmuih 
fur,  &f  nos  mutamur  in  iliis^^* 
VordFridc^      Lord  Frederick  Campbell  faid  he  fhould  be  on  the  fide  of 
TiU,       '   juftice,  and  fliould  vote  for  the  amendment,  l^auft  he  never 
would  accede  to  the  doctrine,  that  any  man  in  this  country 
in  any  court,  either  a  court-martial  or  a  cqiurt  of  law,  amid 
be  deemed  guilty  of  any  fpecific  crime  withocrt  a  trial,  or 
being  heard  in  his  ownotfence  i  he  therefore  fliaold  vote  for 
the  amtndmeut. 

At 
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At  a  quarter  after  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  queftion 
90  ihe  amendment  was  put,  and  the  Houfe  divided;  for  the 
imendment  214,  againft  it  14^.  The  main  queftion  was 
agrted  tou  Mr.  Fox  moved  to  inferc  the  following  after  the 
verda  beard  in  bis  defence : 

**■  That  the  Judge  Advocate  having  by  the  direftlon  of  the 
r%id  ooart,  declared  that  it  did  not  occur  to  the  recolk Aioo  of 
any  of  the  members,  that  it  had  been  the  ufage  of  courts- 
niaitiai  to  admit  any  thing  on  the  part  of  the  accufer,  after 
diedaring  that  he  had  gone  through  all  the  witneiles  he 
fllooU  produce  in  fupport  of  the  charge,  and  that  he  had 
agreed  that  the  papers  offered  by  the  accufer,  could  not  be 
admitted  ;  and  the  faid  court  having,  in  another  part  of  the 
laid  trial,   declared,  that  they   had  continued  of  the  fame 

Siinion,  and  had  agreed  that  the  whole  evidence,  not  only  on 
e  part  of  the  charge,  but  of  the  defence,  had  been  clofed, 
nothing  farther  by  way  of  addrefs  from  either,  could  be 
ifid.'* 

*I  his  amendment  was  over-ruled,  by  the  motion  for  the 
Older  of  the  day,  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed* 
February  2. 
No  debate^     Adjourned  to  the  6th. 
Fsbruary  6, 
.  No  debate. 

February  7. 
Heard  counfel  on  the  Coventry  eleAion. 
February  8. 
,  Mr,  Jenkin/on^  Secretary   at  War,  informed   the   Houfe  Ut.jmHn" 
(hat  there  were  fome  alterations  made  in  the  mutiny  aft,  two/^* 
of  which  being  Aaterial,  he  thought  it  right  to  ftate  what  they 
were,  as  no  alterations  ought  to  be  made  in  an  aft  of  (b  much 
importance,  without  the  concurrence  of  &e  Houfe.     The 
firit  alteration  was  the  total  omifiioQ  of  the  word  ^'  Ireland** 
in  the  aCt,  an  omiifion,  which  th^  learned  gentleman  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  and  prepare  the  bill  had  judged  proper^ 
becaufe  that  the  Irifh  legiflature  had  {aft  year  introduced 
claujfes  in  their  mutiny  aCc,  tending  to  govern  and  regulate 
die  management  of  the  quartering  foldiers,  and  others  matters 
relative  to  military  di(cipline,  when  at  a  diftance  from. the 
capital ;  the  continuing  to  extend  the  Britlih  niutiny  aA:  to 
Ireland  was  therefore  no  longer  necefl^ry.     The  oth^r  mate- 
rial alteration  was,  the  introduftion  of  a  clauf<p  delegating  an 
aythority  to  hold  a  general  court-martial  to  th^  iirft  in  com^ 
mand  at  any  place  at  a  diftance  from  the  commanden  in  chief 
Vol.  XVIII.  K  k  k  in 
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in  India.     Heretofore  the  Secretary  faid,  if  a  court-martial 

was  neccffary  at  Bombay,  or  at  any  of  the  company's  fettlc- 

ments  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  it  could  not  be  held  there, 

but  the  parties  muft  be  fent  to  Bengal,  where  the  commander 

in  chief  of  his  Majefty's  forces  in  India  was  ftationed. 

7'wit'T         Sir  Philifi  Jennings  Gierke  faid,  he  hoped,  that  in  delegating 

'cu^ktF      the  power  talked  of  by  the  honourable  gentlemen,  care  bad 

been  taken  that  officers  were  to  be  tried  by  courts- martial, 

coinpofcd  of  officers  of  higher,   and  not  of  inferior  rank  to 

themfelves. 

SirCwrf*        Sir  George  Tonge  faid,  that  what  the  Secretary  at  War  had 

^9»gf^         dropped  concerning  the  omiffion  of  the  word  **  Ireland,"  in 

the  bill,  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  very  ferious  importance,  and 

required  very  mature  confideration  before  it  was  agi-eed  to. 

If  it  was  intended  that  this  country  fhould  give  up  all  claim 

to  legiflation  over  Ireland,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to 

declare  fuch  an  intention,  and  do  it  at  once.    He  could  never 

approve  of  the  idea  of  giving  it  up,  bit  by  bit,  by  incidental 

a6ts  of  Parliament.     He  therefore  wifhed  the  Houfe  would 

not  haftily  fettle  the  queftion,  but  go  into  it,  examine  it  with 

the  attention  due  to  its  importance,  and  make  a  folemn  ded- 

fion  upon  the  fubjeft. 

Otn,  Smith,      GtncrsA  Smith  agreed  with  the  Secretary  at  War  in  the 

prppridty  of  delegating  the  power  of  holding  courts-martial 

in  India,  in  the  manner  that  he  had  ftated,  andfaidfacha 

regulation  had  been  long  and  greatly  wanted  in  that  country. 

The  bill  was  read  a  firft  time. 

The  Houfe  next  heard  evidence  refpefting  the  Coventry 
cleflion,  '. 

February  9.  '*  ^!^ 

Np  debate.     Adjourned  to  the  12th. 
.       .  February  12. 

pen.  Smith.  General  5w/VA.  "■  Mr.  Speaker,  if  is  not  my  intention  to 
make  any  apology  to  this  Houfe  for  calling  the  attention  of  it 
to  tlie  petitions  now  on  your  table  *.  The  fubjeS  is  totf  ino- 
portant  to  require  it,  but  I  am  very  free  to  declare,  thatoQ 
this  occafion,  no  perfonal  motives  whatfoever  influence  my 
iriind ;  I  djfclaim  every  idea  of  perfonal ity  ;  I  am  impelled  by 
motives  of  juftice  and  humanity,  to  give  luch  a  reprefentation 
<^f  fafts,  as  I  truft  will  make  their  iimpreffion  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Houfe,  and  from  thence  will  appear  the  abfoloic 
iieceffity  of  corning  to  fome  fpeedy  determination  relative  to 
the  very  diftrafled  ftate  of  our  government  in  Bengal  and  its 
fubordinate  provinces, 
•  Before 

f  Sec  tht  (ttiuouE  ixthe  ead  of  the  debate* 
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Before^  Sir,  I  enter  into  the  prefent  flate  of  the  jurifdiftion 
bf  the  fuprcmc  court  of  legiflature,  it  may  be  neceflary 
to  defcribe  what  was  the  date  of  jurifdiAion  in  Bengal,  before 
the  fupreoie  court  was  eftablifhed. 

The  mayor's  court  of  Calcutta  decided  all  caufes  of  meum  and 
iuum  ;  it  confifted  of  a  mayor  and  nine  aldermen,  appointed  by 
the  governor  and  council,  from  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  ; 
they  were  appointed  for  life,  unlefs  for  mifbehaviour,  &c.  and 
then  they  might  be  removed,  but  any  alderman  fo  removed  had 
his  appeal  to  the  king  in  council.  I  believe  the  deciiions  of 
that  court,  were  in  general  very  upright.  The  very  few  ap- 
peals from  it  ferve  to  confirm  me  in  my  opinion.  The  chief 
jaftice,  on  the  opening  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  paid 
many  high  combliments  to  the  decifions  of  the  mayor's  couit^ 
then  to  be  abolimed.  The  feflions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  were 
lield  by  the  governor  and  council  as  the  king's  juftices ;  I  be- 
lieve Imay  fafely  fay,  that  their  conduA  as  judges  was  with- 
out reproach ;  they  decided  upon  all  occalions  to  the  beft  of 
their  judgment,  and  juttice  was  ever  tempered  with  mercy. 

In  the  internal  provinces,  courts  of  Adawlet  and  Phonfderry 
Were  eftablifhed  when  the  civil  and  criminal  juriidi£lion  was 
cxercifed  betwixt  native  and  native,  fubje£l  to  the  control  of 
the  provincial  councils,  and  from  whole  decifions,  if  any 
perfon  thought  himfelf  injured,  he  might  appeal  to  the  go- 
vernor and  council  of  Fort  William,  who  by  the  charter  were 
invefted  with  the  fupreme  authority. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  the  refpeftive  jurifdiflions  in  Bengal, 
^hen  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  inftituted  bv  virtue 
t>f  an  a£t  of  parliament  of  the  13th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty 
mras  opened  in  Calcutta.  It  is  impoffible.  Sir,  to  fpeak  of  the 
cftablifhment  of  that  court,  and  pafs  over  in  filence  the  firft 
remarkable  judgment;  I  mean  the  cafe  of  the  Rajah  Nund-- 
comar.  I  do  not  m^an  to  enter  fully  into  the  merits  of  this 
extraordinary  cafe,  I  have  my  own  decided  opinion  upon  it ; 
but  Rajah  Nundcomar  was  indi£ted  for  forgery,  a  forgery 
committed  many  years  before  the  eftablifhment  of  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature ;  he  was  found  guilty,  condemned  and  ex« 
ecuted.  Let  us  compare  the  conduct  of  the  judges  of  the  fu- 
preme court  with  that  of  the  governor  and  council  fitting  as 
juftices,  in  the  year  1762. 

Radachum  Metre,  a  Gentoo  inhabitant  of  Calcutta,  was 
tried  for  a  forgery,  found  guilty  and  condemned ;  the  Hindoo 
inhabitants  of  Calcutta .  prefented  a  ftrong  petition  to  the 

K  k  k  a  govq^nor 
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governor  and  council,  ftating*  that  by  their  laws,  forgery  was 
not  a  crime  to  be  pnniihed  with  death  ;  the  terrors  which 
every  inhabitant  of  that  country  would  be  under,  if  the  laws 
of  England)  which  were  contrary  to  their  laws,  cuftoros,  and 
religion,  fhould  operate  fo  as  to  afFed  their  lives,  and  there- 
fore moft  earneftly  requefted  the  governor  and  council  to  fof* 
pend  the  execution  of  the  fentence,  and  to  recommend  Radi- 
chum  Metre  to  his  Majefty's  royal  clerricncy.  The  governor 
and  council  wifely  complied  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition, 
and  thereby  gave  his  Majefty  an  opportuiTtty  of  exercifing  the 
brighteft  attribute  of  his  crown,  by  extendin?^  his  royal 
mercy  ;  and  a  pardon  was  granted  to  Radachum  Metre.  , 

Now  if  there  ever  was  any  one  cafe  more  peculiarly  ntting 
tc  be  fubmitted  to  his  Majeuy's  decifion  than  another,  I  do 
conceive  it  to  be  the  cafe  of  the  Rajah  Nundcomar;  a  man 
who  had  been  the  prime  minifler  of  that  country,:  a  man  of 
very  high  rank;  with  refpeft  to  his  particular  caft ;.  con- 
demned for  a  crime  committed  fo  many  years  before  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  fupreme  court,  and  upon  an  afi,  that  it 
has  been  faid,  does  not  extend  to  the  Eaft  Indies;  add  to  this, 
that  the  principal  evidence  againft  him  was  a  man  of  notori- 
ous bad  charafter.  If  to  all  thefe  circumftances,  we  keep  in 
our  remembrance,  that  it  was  the  firll  remarkable  ientence 
fince  the  eftablifhment  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature; 
]  do  conceive  it  would  have  been  highly  juft,  as  well  as  politicr 
to  have  given  his  Majefty  an  occafion  of  exercifing  his  jodg* 
ment,  and  in  that  cafe  I  have  not  a  doubt,  but  the  Rajak 
Nundcomar,  would  have  experienced  the  fame  royal  clemencj 
as  was  extended  to  Radachum  Metre.  The  etecntion  m 
Nundcomar  will,  I  hope,  point  out  the  abfolute  neceflitjof 
granting  an  authority  to  the  council  of  ftate,  to  refpite  uy 
fentence  of  death  paiTed  by  the  fupreme  court,  until  his  Ml- 
jefty's  pleafure  fiiall  be  known. 

Dir,  the  petitions  on  the  table,  complain  of  an  eztenfkmof 
Mhe  jurifdiftion  of  the  fupreme  court  ef  legiflature,  beyond 
what  they  are  impowered  to  excrcife  by  the  ad  or  by  the 
charter.  1  haVe  read  the  charter  with  attention,  and  Inin 
diligently  perufed  the  records  of  the  company.  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  it  never  was  the  intention  of  Parliament,  when 
the  a£t  was  pafled,  to  fubjefi  the  native  inhabitants  of  Ben- 
gal, &c.  to  the  BritiCh  laws.  Pcrufe  the  aft,  and  fee  how  very 
cautioufly  it  is  worded.  The  fupreme  court  are  abfolntelf 
reftrained  from  exercifing  jurifdiftion  oyer  the  natives,  unleii 

they 
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they  each  (hall  fign  an  agreement  to  fubmit  to  the  jurifdic 
tion  of  the  court.  Briti/h  fubje^s  and  other Sj  direBly  or  indi^ 
rt&ljy  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  company ^  or  of  any  ofourjub^ 
jiSs^  are  the  only  objefts  of  the  jurirdiSion  of  the  Cuprcme 
court.  From  the  judges  conftruftion  of  who  are  employed^  di- 
riBly  or  inglre^lyj  has  arifen  all  thefe  difputes  which  have 
been  carried  to  fuch  a  length,  that  the  governor  general  and 
couDcily  have  thought  it  ncceiTary  to  interfere,  and  place  a 
limit  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  court,  and  then  to  appeal  to 
/parliament  by  petition  for  an  a£t  of  indemnity. 

To  convince  this  Houfe  of ^the  intolerable  hardfliips  which 
the  inhabiuntt  of  Bengal  now  labour  under,  from  the  aiTu** 
mcd  jurifdiAion  of  the  court,  I  (hall  beg  leave  tu  ftate  foma 
irery  ftrikinginflances.  The  tirft  happened  in  the  province  of 
Dacca.  Dacca  is  a  province  remarkable  for  the  datnefs  of 
its  farface,  and  when  the  periodical  rains  fet  in,  it  was  not  un* 
common  (for  the  torrents  which  poured  downed  with  great  ra^ 
pidity  from  the  mountains  to  the  eaftward)  to  overflow  the 
ranks,  and  Ibmetimes  to  force  a  new  channel  for  the  river# 
It  (b  happened,  that  this  circumAance  occurred  not  long  lince« 
Ai  foon  as  the  rainy  feafon  fubiided,  the  Rajah  through  whofe 

dieflions  the  river  had  formerly  flowed,  cultivated  the  old 
y  and  by  proper  medns  prepared  it  for  agriculture.     At 
the  fame  time,  another  Rajah  lent  his  men  to  plocgh  and  fow 

Crt  of  the  fame  fpot.  When  the  time  of  harveft  came,  they 
thaflembled  an  armed  force  to  colled  the  crop ;  fome  peo- 
ple were  killed  on  both  fides,  and  the  harveft  was  reaped  by 
him  whp  (ir(t  began  to  cultivate.  A  complaint  was  made  to 
the  provincial  council  of  Dacca^  l*he  caufe  was  in  hearing. 
That  Rajah  who  had  been  the  aggreffor,  finding  that  he  could 
not  fupport  his  pretenlions  in  the  country  court,  applied  to 
the  fupreme  court  at  Calcutta  :  and  upon  a  fimple  affidavit, 
warrants  were  granted  againft  two  of  the  principal  officers  of 
that  Rajah  who  reaped  the  crop,  to  apprehend  them  as  mur- 
derers. They  were  apprehended  and  brought  to  Calcutta 
very  foon  after  the  affizes ;  the  counfel  for  thefe  prifoners  of- 
fer^ bail;  no  bail  was  accepted ;  they  were  loaded  with  fuch 
heavy  irons-,  that  the  counfel  reprefented  there  were  appre- 
kenfions  of  a  mortification.  After  five  months  confinement, 
the  affizes  were  held.  The  profecutors  were  not  prepared  for 
trial.  Bail  was  again  offered,  but  not  admitted »  After  twelve 
months  imprifonmeot,  they  were  brought  to  trial ;  the  coun* 
fel  for  the  priloners,  upon  the  crofs  examination  of  the  very 
firft  evidence  called  on  the  part  of  the  profecution,  clearly 
proved^  that  thefe  two  unhappy  men  were  not  within  the  ju- 

rifdiftion 
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nfdiftion  of  the  court ;  no  other  evidence  was  examined  and 
they  were  of  courfe  difcharged.  I  mention  thefe  circom* 
fiances  with  more  confidence,  becaufe  that  very  evidence,  and 
the  learned  counfel  who  defended  the  priibncrs,  are  at  this  time 
members  of  this  Houfe.  I  fhall  only  add  oo  this  fubjcfi, 
that  on  application  to  the  fupreme  court  for  redrefs  and  tt" 
paration,  the  judge  declared  he  could  give  no  redrefs  nor  re- 
paration, becaufe  the  profecutor  was  not  within  thejurifdic- 
tion  of  the  court.  The  Rajah,  who  defended  the  cauieof  hit 
Icrvants,  declared  that  the  defence  coft  him  near  3000I. 

The  next  inftance  which  I  ftiall  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  is 
what  relates  to  the  Patna  caufe,  but  as  the  publication  of  all 
thofe  proceeding  is  intended^  I  fhall  ftate  it  briefly. 

Shah  Abas  Beg,  a  Perfian,  who  had  formerly  fervcd  in  onr 
armies  with  fome  reputation,  dies  at  Patna  ;  he  leaves  a  coa- 
iiderable  property  ;  his  widow  and  his  nephew  claim  the  inhe- 
.  ritance ;  fuits  are  preferred  to  the  provincial  council  of  Patnai 
who  ifTuc  an  order  to  the  Cazies  and  Mufties  (who  are  the 
expounders  of  the  Mahomedan  law,  and  receive  a  moathly 
ftipend  as  a  falary  of  office}  to  examine  into  the  allegationi 
and  to  report  according  to  their  laws  and  ufages»  ThcCa* 
zies  and  Mufties  make  their  report,  that  by  their  law^  the 
nephew  as  heir,  is  entitled  to  three  fourths,  and  the  widow 
to  one  fourth  of  the  efFefis  of  the  deceafed.  The  provincial 
council  make  a  decree  in  confequence,  and  order  it  to  be  car<* 
lied,  into  execution.  The  widow  was  not  fatisfied  with  the 
decifion.  The  Mufties  report  to  the  council,  that  ihe  throwi 
impediments  to  the  execution  of  the  decree ;  the  provindal 
council  enforce  their  order,  and  after  fome  few  days  the  widow 
appoints  a  vaqueel  or  agent  to  aft  for  her,  and  the  decree  is ez« 
ccuted.  The  widow,  not  pleafed  with  the  decifion  of  the 
provincial  council,  applied  to  the  fupreme  court  at  Cal* 
xrutta,  not  by  way  of  appeal,  for  appeals  could  only  be  brought 
before  the  governor  general  and  council,  but  1  believe,  ob- 
tained writs  of  trefpai's  againft  the  Mahomedan  doSors  of  the 
law,  and  the  nephew.  It  being  a  bailable  offence,  tlie  gover- 
nor general  and  council,  thinking  their  authority  invaded, 
ordered  the  provincial  council  ot  Patna  to  give  bail  for  the 
appearance  of  the  Cazie«  and  Mufties,  being  the  Maliomedan 
law  officers  of  government,  and  the  provincial  council  entered 
into  recognizances  for  36000I.  At  length  the  caufe  was  tried 
by  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature.  Behadar  Beg,  the  ne- 
phew, pleaded  not  fubjeft  to  the  jurifdiftion  ;  his  plea  wa 
over-ruled,  becaufe  A/ w^i,  or  I -ad  been  a  farmer  of  land  undtf 
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tie  company^  orfecurliy  to  a  farmer.  The  Mahomedan  doQors  of 
law  ftated,  that  they  aftcd  under  the  appointment  of  the  pre- 
Gdent  and  council;  thar  it  was  ufual  and  cjftomary,  to  de- 
cide caufes  betwixt  Mahomednns  by  the  lVlufl».lman  law;  that 
they  thought  themfelves  legally  authorized  to  give  opinions, 
and  to  obey  the  Perwannah  or  orders  of  the  provincial  coun- 
crlof  Patna.  They  alfo  ftated  the  powers  of  the  prcfcnt  go- 
■pernor  general  and  council,  given  by  aft  of  Parliament,  and 
tliat  the  governor  general  and  council,  continued  to  intruft 
the  aclminiftrationof  juftice  in  the  Bahar  province  to  the  pro- 
vincial council,  and  to  fufFer  the  Mahomedan  doftors  to  ex- 
crcife  the  powers  before  defcribed.     The  judges  of  the  fu- 

Krmc  court  decide,  that  the  proceed mgs  of  the  Cazies  and 
ufties  were  illegal,  becaufc  they  afted  by  the  authority  of  a 
council,  which  council  poiTelTed  only  a  delegatad  authority, 
ilid  which  they  could  not  poffibly  delegate  to  others,  quoting 
it  as  an  eftabhfhed  maxim  in  the  law,  that  delegatus  non  po- 
itft  delegare:  upon   this  principle,  judgment   was  pronoun- 
ced in  favour  of  the  window  againft  Behadar  Beg,  the  Muf- 
tids,  and  Cazies,  and  damages  decreed   to  the   amount  of 
30000I.     In  confequence  of  this  judgment,  the  provincial 
Council  of  Patna  gave  up  the  parties.     They  were  lent  down 
p'riibners  to  Calcutta,  a  diftancc  of  400  miles.     The  Cawzie 
fisnk  under  the  weight  of  his  misfortune,  and  died  on  the 
rosid.     The  others  were  not  fo  happy.     They  furyived  their 
iourney,  only  to  be  fent  to  the  common  gaol,  fentenced  to 
perpetual  imprifonmcnt,  for  in  fuch  liglit  I  muft  regard  it, 
Gnce  from  the  exceffive  damages  decreed,  it  is  impoflible  they 
niould  be  ever  liberated,  unlefs  by  the  interpoiition  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature.     This,  iS/V,  is  another  of  the  hlejpd effeSfs  of 
the  tranfported  laws  §f  freedom. 

J  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  third  inflance,  and  which  has 
been  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  petition  to  this  Houfe,  from 
the  governor  general  and  council  of  Bengal.  The  Rajah 
o^  Coflijurah  is  the  moft  confiderable  and  moft  ancient 
zemindar  of  the  diftrift  of  Midenpoor.  Coffinaut  Baboo, 
Ijis  relation,  and  a  confiderable  merchant  of  Calcutta,  had 
been  for  many  years  the  Rajah's  fecurity  for  the  payment  of 
his  revenues.  Some  difputes  arife  between  the  Rajah  and 
his  fecurity,  on  the  adjuftment  of  their  accounts.  Coffinaut 
makes  a  balance  due  to  him  of'  fifteen  thouiand  pounds,  and 
applies  to  the  governor  general  and  council  for  their  affift- 
ance  to  recover  his  debt.  They  fend  this  iaccount  to  the 
Rajah  and  delire  an  explanation^  who  produces  an  account 

on 
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on  his  party  which  makes  Cofiinaut  his  debtor.  Coffinanti 
not  fatisfied  with  the  j  roceedings  of  the  governor  general 
and  council,  and  deeming  the  procefs  of  the  fupreme  coartof 
judicature,  a  more  efficacious  mode  of  obtaining  his  balance, 
-obtains  a  writ  againft  the  Rajah.  The  governor  and  council 
general  were  alarmed  at  this  proceeding  of  the  fupreme  court, 
becaufe  they  conceived  it  to  be  an  exteniion  of  jurifdidion 
not  granted  by  the  charter.  They  took  the  advice  of  their 
advocate  general,  and  for  the  reafons  afGgned  in  their  peti* 
tion,  determined  to  interpofe  that  authority  with  Wnich 
they  were  invefted  by  parliament.  The  Rajah  of  CofSjurah, 
terrified  at  the  idea  of  being  fubjeAed  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  a 
court,  whofe  laws  and  language  were  to  him  totally  unknown, 
orders  his  vaqueel  or  agent  to  adopt  the  neceflary  meafnrei. 
He,  the  vaqueel,  applied  to  an  attorney,  with  an  intention 
to  plead,  that  the  Rajah  was  not  fubjeft  to  the  jurifdifiion  of 
the  court*  The  vaqueel  was  alfo  ordered  to  learn  from  tho 
governor  general  and  council,  in  what  manner  the  Rajah 
was  to  condufi  himfelf  in  this  extraordinary  dilemma.  The 
governor  general  and  council  pofitively  dire£t  him  not  to  ad- 
mit of  any  writ  being  ferved  on  him,  and  to  declare  that  he 
was  not  amenable  to  die  jurifdi£lion  of  the  court.  A  fheriff*! 
officer  with  fome  armed  men  are  fent  to  the  Rajah's  fortrefi 
to  execute  the  writ.  The  Rajah  fummonles  his  dependaoti| 
and  the  fherifPs  officer  is  informed,  that  no  writ  from  the  fn* 
preme  court  can  be  executed  there,  the  Rajah  not  being  fob- 
je£t  to  the  jurifdiAion  of  the  court.  The  bailiflf  takes  poft  in 
a  gateway,  and  fends  intelligence  to  the  (heriff  of  Calcutta, 
of  his  inability  to  execute  the  writ,  A  reinforcement  of  fii-> 
teen  Eujopean  feamen,  and  iixty  natives,  all  armed  with 
mufkcts,  piflols,  fwords,  £^c.  is  fent  to  the  ailiftance  of  the 
baihffl  As  foon  as  the  governor  general  and  council  were 
informed  of  fuch  a  force  being  fent  to  execute  the  writ  of  the 
fupreme  court  on  the  Rajah  of  Cof&jurah,  they  f^nt  their  or« 
ders  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  |JVuchmuty,  whp  commanded  a 
military  ilation  in  that  neighbourhood,  to  detach  two  coo* 
panies  of  feapoys  to  the  af&ftance  of  the  Rajah,  and  to  take 
prifoiiers  all  perfons  who  were  employed  yrith  or  under  the 
orders  of  the  fherifPs  officer.  But  the  reinforcement  to  the 
(heriiPs  officer  had  enabled  him  to  execute  his  writ  of  fcr 
queftration  on  the  lands  and  property  of  the  Rajah,  tp  the 
amount  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds.  I  (hall  not  at  prefent 
enlarge  upon  the  mode  and  manner  in  w)iich  this  writ  wai 
executed ;  I  fhall  only  obferye  in  the  very  ^pr(^  of  the  pe« 

ptign: 
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adjudged  by  retrofpcftive  laws.     One  of  the  firft  meafures  of 

that  court  is  already  pretty  well  known  in  England  —  I  mean 

the  hanging  of  Raja  Nundcomar  ;  a  man  of  the  firft   rank  i:i 

the  country,  formerly  prime  minifter  to  the  foverei^n  prince 

of  Bengal  before  the  Englifh  conquered   it,  and  a   bramin, 

who  inherited  reverence  by  his  birrh  amongftihe  natives; 

for  an  a£l  committed  many  years  before  the  court  vva«i  infti- 

tuted,  and  which  the  laws  of  the  country  do  not  punifli  with 

'death.     It  is  fuperfiuous  for  me  to  fay  in  this  enliglucncd  al- 

ieqiiblyy  that  forgery  was  not  made  capital  even  in  England, 

advanced  as  we  ars  in  the  arts  and  refinements  of  commerce, 

hot  by  in  aft  of  the  lale  king,  rendered  expedient  by  the  ex- 

tenfion  of  paper  credit,  and  other  circumftances  of  that  period. 

I  have  heard  it  faid  by  able  men,  that  this  ftatute  of  forgery 

coold  not  extend  to  India.     I  prelume  not  to  have  a  judgment 

upon  fo  nice  a  point :  but  if  it  be  fo,  then   where  does  the 

death  of  that  man  lie  ?  However,  as  to  Nindcomar  himfelf. 

Sir,  he  was  a  bad  man  ;  I  knew  him  perlbnally  ;  his  deflriic- 

tion  may  not  have  been  a  lofs  to  the  community  ;    but  the 

principle  once  eftabliffjcd,  fee  where  the  praftice  leads.     Let 

the  Houfe  figure  to  their  minds,  that  numbers  of  others  muft 

jiave  been  capitally  indifted  for  crimes  which  the  Mahomedan 

law  would  only  punifli  with  ftripes.     The  jurifdiftion  being 

once  alTerted,  where  can  it  ftop  ?    It  is  not  then  the  fault  of 

the  judges  ;  the  fault  is  in  the  inftitution  :  Englifh  judges  are 

bound  by  their  oaths  to  judge   by  the  laws  of  Enaland  ;  an 

Knglifh  jury  muft  find  a  verdift  according  to  the  cuftoms  of 

^Englsmd,  and  fcnience  muft  pafs.     Thus,  Sir, 

j^ntmus  mlmimjjj  h^rret,  luBuque  refugit. 
many  may  have  fufFered  death  for  aftions  they  could  not  know 
to  be  liable  to  capital  punifhment :  but,  not  being  men  con- 
fpicuous  in  rank,  like  Nundcomar,  they  have  fallen  unnoticed 
into  eternity. 

Then,  Sir,  mark  the  farther  progrefs  of  this  bufinefs.  Eng- 
lifh bailiffs  (battered  like  locufts  over  that  fruntul  co-jntry; 
inhabitants  dragged  down  to  a  diftance  of  500  miles  from 
their  friends  and  families ;  their  Ciiftoms  dilrcgarded  ;  their 
ancient  diftinftions,  civil  and  religious,  annihilated ;  the 
prince  reduced  to  the  level  of  his  flives;  their  houies  dif- 
craced ;  the  facrcd  apartments  of  their  women,  whom  even 
to  behold  is  difgraccful  to  them,  invaded  by  ruffinns,  arnifd 
with  the  wanan'sof  the  lupreme  v  urt ;  their  temf>le^  pol- 
luted; and  their  images,  which  had  enjoyed  the  veneration 
of  a  timid  fuperaitious  p'l^ople  for  a  long  fei  us  of  generations, 
feized  and  defecrated  by  the  touch  of  impure  hands.    I  am 

bold 
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charter,  which  commands  all  officers,  civil  and  military^,  to 
be  aiding,  aflifting,  and  obedient  in  all  things  to  the  fupreme 
court,  as  they  will  anfwer  the  contrary  at 'their  peril.  The 
officer  of  the  fupreme  court  was  ordered  to  depart  from  tU 
camp  J  with  this  information,  **  that  it  was  the  orders  of  the 
governor-general  and  council,  not  to  admit  of  any  writ  be* 
ing  executed  for  any  aft  done  by  thole  who  obeyed  their 
orders,  relative  to  the  Rajah  of  Cofllju rah.*' 

From  this  detail  of  fafts,  the  Houl'e  will  perceive  the 
tnarchy  which  now  prevails  in  Bengal.     What  an  alarming 
fituation  !  The  governor-general  and  council  find  tbemrelves 
reduced  to  the  indifpenfible  neceffity  of  a£Vually  employing 
military  force  to  reftrain  the  jurifdiftion  afTumed  by  the 
judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  the  foundation  pf  whofe  au- 
thority is  a  Britifh  ad  of  Parliament.     If  thefe  difficulties 
have  arifen  from  different-  conftruAions  of  the  aft  itfelf,  it  is 
the  ftrongeft  argument  that  I  can  urge  for  explaining  and 
amending  that  aft  of  Parliament.     The  very  idea  of  en- 
forcing the  laws  of  Great  Britain  upon  the  natives  of  In- 
doftan,  has,  ip  my  mind,  fomething  fo  incompatible  with 
common  fcnfe,   with  juftice  and  with  good  policy,  that  I 
cannot  fufFer  myfelf  to  reafon  upon  the  fubjeft.     But,  Sir, 
the  difagreeable  fituation  of  upwards  of  five  hundred  offi- 
ters  of  the  army  in  Bengal,  demand  our  immediate  atten- 
tion ;  and  I  (hould  think  myfelf  very  much  wanting  inmf 
duty  to  thofe  gallant  men  who  formerly  ferved  under  me,  if 
I  did  not  embrace  the  moft  early  occafion  to  relieve  them 
from  their  embarraffment.     As  officers   are   now  circrnn- 
fianced,  judging  from  what  has  already  happened,  no  officer 
in  Bengal  can  know  the  exaft  line  of  his  duty.     Contn- 
diftory  ordei^  are  fent  to  him  by  the  court  of  judicature, 
•and  by  the  governor-general  and  council.    He  is  commanded 
by  a  claufe  in  the  charter  to  be  aiding,  aliifting,  and  obe- 
dient in  all  things  to  the  fupreme  court, "  as  he  will  anfwer  it 
at  his  peril;  •  He  is  ordered   by  the  governor-general  and 
council,  from  whom  he  receives  his  commiffion,   and  who 
are  appointed  by  Parliament  to  govern  the  provinces,  not 
to  permit  the  writs  of  the  fupr?mc  court .  to  be  execated. 
Difobcdience  to  the  one  may  be  conftrued  into  a  capital 
crime;  dilobedience  to  the  other,   may  fobjeft  the  officer w 
the  fevereft  fentence  of  a  general  court-martial.     After  this 
.  dcfcription,  I  conceive,   it  will  be  unneceflary  for  me  to  nfe 
any  argument  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  entering  imme- 
diately into  the  confidcration  of  thefe  matters,     Buc^  Sir,  I 
J  cannol 
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cannot  help  faying,  that  I  look  with  a  very  jealous  eye  upon 
any  event  whatfoever  that  tends,  even  in  the  moft  remote 
degree,  to  weaken  the  principle  of  obedience  in  the  officers 
of  the  army  in  India,  to  thofe  from  whom  they  receive  their 
commiffions :  that  army  is  inflituted  upon  very  different 
principles,  than  the  armies  of  the  crown.  The  members  of 
this  Houfe  in  general  are,  perhaps,  nor  well  informed  of  the 
difivrence  of  the  eftal)lifhments.  It  is  a  very  delicate  fub- 
jeSt  for  me  to  fpeak  upon ;  but  in  the  fervice  of  the  India 
colnpany  there  docs  not  exift,  there  cannot  exift,  the  fame 

Cowerful  incentives  which  operate  in  the  King's  fervice  .  it 
as  been  conftrued  as  a  compaft  between  two  parties  for  the 
perfomance  of  certain  duties.  The  officers  in  that  fervice 
have  in  general  exceedingly  well  performed  their  part  of  the 
compaA  ;  but  at  a  diftance  fo  remote  from  the  parent  flate, 
and  where  the  ties  to  obedience  are  not  indiffoluble,  I  lay  it 
down  as  an  invariable  maxim,  that  the  pofitive  authority  of 
thofe  who  grant  commiffions  mufl  not  for  a  moment  admit 
of  any  doubt  whatfoever. 

I  have  fhewn  fome  defire  to  bring  on  the  confideration  of 
the  petitions  without  delay,  and  I  will  ftate  to  the  Houfe  my 
reafons  :  a  fleet  is  now  on  the  point  ot  failing  for  India  ;  I 
would  wifh  that  the  firft  veflel  which  fhall  fail  from  Eng- 
land, after  the  receipt  of  thofe  petitions,  lliall  carry  i.ut  the 
5»lcafing  tidings  that  this  Houfe  will  take  into  their  moft 
erious  confideration,  not  only  the  prayer  of  thofe  petitions, 
but  the  ftate  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifta^  as  far  as  relates 
to  the  extenfion  of  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  fupieme  court. 
Whatever  may  be  the  ftate  of  thofe  countries,  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  when  the  governor-general  and  council,  and  the 
inhabitants  in  general,  ftiall  know  for  a  certainty,  that  at 
length  Parliament  has  commenced  a  lerious  enquiry   into 
their  grievances,  whether  real  or  imaginary,  I  lay,  I   am 
convinced,  all  contention  will  be  inftantly  fufpcndcd.     The 
judges  will  relax  from  their  attempts  to  extend  their  juvif- 
difiton,    in  expectation  ot  fuch  a  clear,   decifive  line  being 
drawn  as  (hall  mark  out  its  future  limits  beyond  all  con- 
trovcrfy  ;  and,  in  (hort,  that  all  orders  of  men   will  wait 
vnth  juft  deference   and  refpeft  to  the  dccifion  of  that  power 
which  alone  can  give  them  •  elief.     I  therefore  humbly  move 
you.  Sir,  *'That  the  petitions  be  referred  to  a  committee.— . 
That  the  committee  be  a  feleft  one,  and  that  it  fhould  meet  in 
a  chamber  above  ftairs. — That  the  committee  confift  of  fif- 
teen members  to  be  chofen  by  ballot." 

Mr.  Boughton  Roufe.     I  rife.  Sir,  to  fecond   the   motion  j^r.  Stngi 
juft  made  by  my  honourable  friend  :  and  I  feel  a  peculiar  fa-  ttn  Rouje. 
'    L  1  I  a  tisfaSion 
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tisfa^tion  in  treading  the  fame  path  with  him  upon  this  mat- 
ter, which  is  of  luch  vaft  importance  to  the  public  iotere^; 
an  occafion  fo  competent  to  his  abilities,  and  fo  worthy  of  his 
.  humanity.  A£luated  by  the  lame  principles,  I  have  (bared  jo 
his  anxiety  to  bring  it  to  a  fpeedy  and  conplete  dlfcufiioD; 
confident,  that  when  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  is  once  feriouf- 
ly  employed,  we  (hall  all  fee  its  importance,  and  all  join  hear- 
tily our  endeavours  toappl]^  an  adequate  remedy  to  the  feveial 
grievances  now  (lated  to  exift  in  ope  of  our  moft  valuable  pof^ 
fcflions.  As  to  myfelf,  I  (hould  readily  acquiefce  in  any  mode 
of  proceeding,  which  could  fubftantially  conduce  to  this  faU-* 
tary  purpofe.  But,  as  the  field  we  muft  enter  upon  is  ex- 
tremely wide ;  and  the  con(iderations  to  be  taken  in  before  any 
decifive  plan  can  be  adopted,  are  numerous  and  intricate ;  I  apn 
clearlv  of  opinion,  that  no  method  will  be  fo  efficacious  for 
bringing  every  neceffary  light  before  the  eye  of  Parliament,  as 
that  propofed  by  my  honourable  friend,  a  fele£k  committee  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  By  this  channel  of  enquiry,  records 
may  be  confulted,  verbal  teftimony  procured,  and  fa£b  ar- 
ranged, which  will  bring  the  whole  bufinefs  in  a  proper  train 
for  the  Houfe  to  proceed  to  a  deliberate  decifion.  Myobjefi 
is  not  to  accufe  individuals,  but  to  afford  a  remedy  to  public 
evils. 

Experience  dearly  bought,  Sir,  has  inftru£ted  this  nattoOi 
and  this  honourable  Houfe,  not  to  be  negl£kful  of  the  peti- 
tions and  remonftrances  of  our  fellow  fubje£ts,  iituated  In  dif- 
tant  parts  of  our  widely  extended  dominions.  Had  we  difrc- 
garded  as  factious,  or  frivolous,  or  ill-grounded,  the  petitions 
and  remonftrances  now  lying  upon  our  table,  and  which 
form  the  fubjeft  of  this  day's  deliberation ;  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
xnons  would  certainly  have  departed  from  its  dignity  and  iu 
juftice.  But  I  rejoice  at  this  moment,  to  fee  a  happier  prin- 
ciple prevailing  ;  and  in  the  a(rurance  it  gives  me,  that  we 
(hall  now  proceed  in  this  important  bufinefs  with  moderatioa 
and  fleadineff,  until  we  have  eftablifhed  our  Indian  govern- 
ment upon  fuch  a  footing  as  may  be  honourable  to  the  nation, 
and  produ£live  of  the  great  advantages  which  it  is  in  the  power 
of  our  difcretion  to  cenfure. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceflfary  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  the  vaft  im- 
portance of  the  fubje£l  now  before  us.  That  truth  inpft  (bike 
forcibly  upon  every  gentleman^s  mind,  when  he  reflefls,  that 
we  are  about  to  decide  upon  the  good  government  of  a  coun- 
try, 150,000  fquare  miles  in  extent;  inhabited  by  varioos 
races  and  tribes  of  men,  who  arediverfified  in  their  religion, 
ufages,  manners,  and  ways  of  thinking  ;  nations,  who  were 
cnlightend  by  fcience  >    '  Jefpflation  very  long  before  our  an- 
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ceftors  had  emerged  from  barbarifm.  And  every  generow 
feding  of  our  nature  will  be  excited,  when  we  refleft,  that 
tfae.happinefs  of  ten  millions  of  our  fellow  creatures  now  lies 
at  ftake  before  us.  7  he  native  inhabitants  of  Bengal  and  Ba- 
bMT  complain  of  the  intolerable  violation  of  their  cuftoms  and 
Teli^oas  obfervances,  occaiioned  by  the  jurifdidion  of  Eng* 
lifli  law  courts  lately  inftituted  amongft  them;  fuch  as  was 
newrtnade  by  former  conquerors,  and  pray  for  the  continu- 
ance of  their  ancient  laws.  Hand  in  hand  with  thcfe  com- 
plaints you  have  received  remonftranccs  from  a  very  large  and 
Tcfpefiable  body  of  Britifh  fubjcAs,  reiiding  in  thofe  coun- 
tries: to  whom  we  owejuftice  as  our  fellow  fubjefts,  and 
whofe  happinefs  and  content,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  Sir,  de- 
ierves  our  ferious  attention,  fince  it  is  upon  them  that  wemuft 
in  a  great  meafure  rely,  for  the  good  management,  as  well  as 
ibcfccurity  of  thatdiftant  territority.  Laftly,  you  have  a 
petition  from  your  governor  general  and  council,  a£ling  un-* 
der  the  fandion  of  parliamentary  appointment ;  which  ftates 
ib  yon,  that  they  have  been  driven  to  the  neceflity  of  em- 
ploying military  force  to  reftrain  the  alarming  extenfion  of 
power  attempted  by  his  Majefty's  judges ;  and  praying  there- 
fore from  this  Houfe  an  indemnity  for  the  violent  meafurcs, 
'Vrhieh  they  conceived  the  exigency  required  for  the  fecuriiy 
of^tbat  dominion,  intrufted  to  their  government. 

AUthefe  diftraAions  have  arifen  from  an  aft  pafled  in  the 
13*  of  his  prefent  Majefty.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
coafcquences,  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  the  regula- 
tions cftablifhed  by  that  aft,  were  formed  with  the  beft  inten- 
tions poflible.  Had  but  the  judicial  and  executive  powers  of 
thatcoontry  co«operated  with  temper  and  moderation  in  defin- 
ing their  feveraljurifdift ions ;  and  had  violence  been  avoided 
^eve  the  law  was  dubious ;  much- good  might  have  refulted  ; 
and  his  Majefty's  court  might  have  been  lefs  obnoxious  than  - 
it  -now  is,  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  to  thofe  whom  the  le- 
giflature  has  intruded  with  the  adminiftratioo,  or,  to  thofe 
vHio  live  under  its  protcftion.  The  objeft  of  the  aft  was 
Mbdy  but  the  fyftem  it  eftablifhcd  v*as  imperfeft.  I  would 
Deg 'leave  to  bring  back  to  the  recolleftion  of  the  Houfe,  the 
general  temper  of  things,  under  which  that  bill  waspaiTod. 
The  Houfe  had  been  tired  with  very  prolix  inquiries  made  be- 
fore two  committees,  who  collefted  a  great  load  of  materials^ 
add  I  "mnft  fay,  to  their  honour,  of  ufcful  wcll-digefted  know- 
ledge ;  and  all  parties  were  heartily  glad  to  be  rid  of  the  fub- 
]eA,  by  adopting  alnaoft.  any  meai'ures  they  imagined  might 
tend  to  prevent  the  abufes  which  had  been  complained  of.  At 

the 
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the  fame  time  the  minds  of  men  were  heated  by  the  rcprefcD- 
tatioii  of  writers,  who  fuggcllcd  falfehoods  or  exaggerated 
truths,  to  ferve  the  purpofcs  of  f a £lion  and  private  reveage: 
a  clamour  prevailed  againll  every  man  connefted  with  the 
EaftlnJ.ies;  and  it  was  thought,  that  no  coercion  could  be 
too  rigorous  orlcvcrc.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  fay.  Sir,  that  {t 
there  were  not  abuf;:sin  India!  1  venerate  truth  toofinccrdj  i: 
to  infinuatc  it.  I  wifli  there  were  none  now  !  —  But  I  have 
always  thought,  "Sir,  people  at  that  time  were  too  haftyto 
believe  that  men  born  of  refpcftable  families,  and  educated 
like  themfelves,  fhould  dilcard  every  principle  of  morality  the 
moment  they  felt  the  Afiatic  fun.  Becaufs  they  faw  fomeop- 
preiRve  aftions  clearly  ftatcd,  they  were  ready  to  think  every 
one  oppreiiivc,  which  a  competent  acquaintance  with  that 
country  and  its  cufloms  would  have  fhewn  to  be,  perhaps, 
innocent  in  itfelf,  or,  perhaps,  a  neceflary  aft  of  government. 
They  did  not  recollcft  with  fufficient  candour,  thatconqoeft 
is  the  offspring  of  violence;  that  fuddcn  conqueft  muft  al- 
ways occafion  fome  oppreffion,  fome  injuftice,  fome  rapacitji 
and  rapid  acquiiition  of  wealth  to  itscondu6lors;  that  vifio- 
ries  arc  gained  in  a  moment,  but  fettled  government  muft 
be  the  rcfult  of  time  and  progreffive  knowledge.  In  flwrt, 
Sir,  after  fubmitting  thefc  ideas,  which  I  do  with  the  utnK)ft|;* 
deference,  to  the  better  wifdom  of  the  Houfe,  I  will  not  fcni- uk 
pie  to  fay,  that  in  the  mode  of  applying  a  reform,  ParliameoC  r. 
was  precipitate,  and  individuals  were  intemperate.  c 

It  was  the  expedation  of  many  good  men,  that  an  Englifl) 
court  of  law  with  fuperior  powers  would  completely  rcfcue 
the  native  inhabitants  from  oppreflion,  and  excite  the  grati- 
tude of  that  people  for  fo  great  and  acceptable  a  prefent.  I 

Now  let  us  look  to  the  rcfult,  Sir.  I  fear  the  plftorc 
which  Bengal  now  exhibits  is  precifely  fuch  as  a  few  difcem- 
.  ing  m^n  delineated  before  ever  tlie  judges  left  Great  Britain, 
We  fee  in  that  country  a  fcene  of  univerfal  difcord  :  fami- 
lies torn  afundcr  by  means  of  the  encouragement  which  the 
pra£tice  of  our  Englifh  courts  muft  unavoidably  afibrd  to  a 
litigious  race,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal  are  to  a  very  hi^  ? 
degree.  The  aftions  and  dealings  of  men  between  one  ano-  . 
ther,  formerly  done  under  thofe  ideas  of  good  faith  and  ho- ! 
xicfty,  which  for  ages  had  regulated  their  conduft,  were  now 
-  to  be  tried  by  a  new  teft  of  reftitude.  Law,  which  fhould  be 
the  effence  of  juftice,  was  to  be  diftinguiflicd  asonemodeof 
deciding  upon  the  rights  of  men;  equity,  as  another;  a di- 
flindion  which  no  linguift  could  interpret  in  any  languageof 
that  country  ;  and  men  were  to  fee  their  lives  and  properties 
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bold  to  fay.  Sir,  thefc  outrages  did  not  difgracc  the  goverOf 
ment  of  their  impetuous  Mahomedao  conquerors:  butfucli 
are  the  bleflings  you  have  given  to  thofe  nuqserous  natioQsin 
your  boafied  Lnglifh  courts  and  laws.  Who  could  imagioe 
that  fuch  fhould  be  the  cfEc&s^  as  my  honourable  friend  has 
forcibly  expreffcd  it,  of  the  tranfported  laws  of  freedom  ? 

It  was  naturally  to  have  been  expefted,  Sir,  that  the  firft 
objefl  of  that  court  (liould  have  been  to  conciliate  the  afiec- 
tions  of  the  natives,  by  preferving  wicli  Tcrupulous  regard 
their  ufages  and  inoffenfive  prejudices.  Tiicir  rigoqrfhouM 
have  been  exercifed  upon  our  own  fubjcfts,  who  infringed 
them,  or  who  anyway  opprelTcd  the  people.  But  has  the 
manner  in  which  the  court  proceeded  tended  to  conciliate 
their  afFeAlons?   Has  it  tended  to  place  our  benevolent  aod 

fracious  Sovereign  in  an  amiable  point  of  view  to  them?— 
[as  it  tended  to  convince  them^  that  the  objeft  which  his 
Majefty's.rainifters,  and  which  the  nation  laboured  at,  was 
to  guard  them  from  violence,  and  their  cuftoms  frbm  iofrioge? 
ment?  Indeed,  Sir,  I  am  not  inclined  to  be  forward  in  criini- 
Dating  any  man.;  nor  do  I  intend  it :  the  judges,  t  doubt  oot, 
have  a£led  upon  principle,  and  as  they  thought  the  duty  of 
their  offices  required  of  them.  But  thcfe  are  matters  of  too 
much  magnitude  to  be  trifled  with.  The  inhabitants  arc 
difcontented,  the  country  is  diftrafled.  I  conjure  the  Hoofc, 
while  it  is  yet  in  their  power,  to  apply  a  fpecdy  and  effior 
^ious  remedy. 

Let  us  now  obfcrve  a  little.  Sir,  how  the  power  of  thcjpl? 
vernor  general  and  council,  and  the  provincial  courts  of  jut 
tice,  have  been  effefted  by  this  new  fyftem.  The  court 
thought  proper  to  annul  the  aft  of  the  governor  general  and 
council  in  the  difmiffion  of  their  own  fecretary.'  They  iffoed 
writs  oi  habeas  corpus,  for  the  releafe  of  perfons  confaned  on 
account  of  arrears  of  rent,  by  any  provincial  councils  or  col- 
leftors  afting  under  the  orders  of  government,  who  wercfub- 
jefted  to  fuits  for  damages  of  falfe  imprifonment/  A  fing^ 
inftance.  Sir,  will  illuflrate  my  aflertion.  A  perfon,  who  was 
a  farmer  of  the  public  revenue,  and  at  the  fame  time  treafurcr 
to  adiftrift  which  paid  an  annual  revenue  of  full  300,oooL 
fterling,  was  coinmitted  to  cuftody  by  the  provincial  chief 
and  council,  who  held  the  adrainiftration- of  the  diftrift  un- 
der your  governor  general  and  council,  to  enforce  payment 
of  about  2000I.  fterling,  arrears  of  rent,  and  about  4000L 
deficiency  of  cafh  placed  in  his  hands.  One  of  the  judges 
granted  him  a  habeas  corpus,  at  the  fame  time  threatening  the 
members  of  the  council  with  attachments,  if  they  Ihoula  rc- 
fufe  to  deliver  up^diut  ^tvfoti^t*    Tilkft  company's  attorney 
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pleaded  to  the  return  of  the  writ  of  habeas  copusy  that  the 
peribn  had  beea  confined  by  authority  of  the  provincial  chief 
and  council,  for  arrears  of  rent,  and  deficiency  of  cafli,  as 
public  treafurer.  Upon  an  occafion,  in  which  the  govern- 
ment relied  on  the  fupport  of  the  judicial  power,  1  believe. 
Sir,  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  they  paffed  a  Angular  deci- 
fioD.  The  language  of  the  bench,  compofed  of  the  two  ju- 
sior  joftices,  in  their  determination,  was  this,  :  "  We  know 
not  what  your  provincial  chief  and  council  are  :  Ton  might  as 
Well  bawjiatedf  that  be  was  confined  by  the  king  of  the  fairies  J** 
I  would  not  introduce  fuch  ludicrous  language  to  the  Houfe 
lipon  io  ferious  an  occafion  :  but  I  recite  verbatim  from  a 
written  judgment,  which  I  read,  to  fliew  the  Houfe  in  what 
degree  the  dignity  and  needful  authority  of  that  government, 
aAine  under  the  fanflion  of  all  the  powers  of  this  legiflature, 
was  uiftained.  Thus  made  an  objeA  of  taunt  and  ridicule, 
was  it  wonderful,  that  their  ads  became  inefficacious,  or 
that  their. powers  fhould  be  inadequate  to  the  great  truft  re- 
poied  in  them,  for  fecuring  the  public  revenue,  or  admini* 
fiering  juftice  amongft  the  inhabitants  ? 

Next,  Sir,  all  Europeans  or  natives  employed  in  provincial 
courts,  held  by  the  company's  authority  as  Dewan  under  the 
emperor  for  the  civil  adminiftration  of  juftice,  were  broughr 
under  the  jorirdiftion  of  the  fupreme  court.  Their  compe- 
tency was  never  admitted,  although  recognized  by  the  14th 
claufe  of  the  13th  of  the  King;  their  judicial  orders  were 
abrogated^  and  the  members  profecuted  as  indiv  iJuals  for  adt 
they  had  performed  under  the  weight  and  fanftion  of  magi- 
toacy. 

Has  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  criminal  matters  efcaped 
any  better,  which  is  condufted  under  the  Subadar  (or  his  de- 
puty, the  Naib-fubah)  that  man  ofjiraw,  as  he  was  ftiled  by 
one  of  the  judges,  fince  dead,  which  I  am  fure  good  policy  re- 
quires we  mould  uphold  ?  We  have  feen  a  cafe,  in  which  a  ma-i 
giftrate  refufed  to  exercife  the  funftions  of  his  office,  in  taking 
cognizance  of  an  atrocious  murder,  becaufe  the  Englifli  court 
had  interfered  with  and  degraded  his  office.  Sir,  we  have  feen 
the  manfion  of  the  firft  Mahomedan  magiftrate  of  one  pro- 
vince broke  open  by  a  licentious  rabble,  and  his  brother  IhoC 
by  a  ftierifPs  officer.  We  have  feen  in  another,  the  whole 
body  of  Mahomedan  do£tors,  as  has  been  fully  related  to  you 
by  the  honourable  general,  brought  prifoners  from  a  diftancfe 
of  400  miles,  and  all,  except  one  of  them,  who  funk  in  vex- 
ation and  fatigue  upon  the  journey,  committed  to  the  com- 
mon Englifh   jail  of  Calcutta,  where  they  ftill  remain. 
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One  affcriion  of  authority  was  for  fotnc  time  fufpended  : 
but  that  we  are  informed  has  now  been  made  ;  and  it  is  a 
comprehenfive  grafp,  indeed  ! .  All  perfons  renting  land  or  re- 
venue of  the  company,  as  dewan  of  thole  provinces,  are  de- 
clared within  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  court  t  which  thus  tranf- 
fers  all  revenue  caufes  from  the  exchequer  courts  of  the  go- 
vernment to  an  Englifti  court  of  law  ;  and,  unlike  every  other 
country  upon  earth,  gives  the  ftate  no  preference  above  a  pri- 
vate creditor.  Nay,  more;  proceffes have  iffued  againft the 
zemindars,  the  hereditary  nobility  and  landholders  of  the 
country  ;  and  it  is  imagined,  that  men,  whofe  anceftorshavc 
led  forili  armies  from  their  own  lands,  have  exercifed  a  civil 
and  criminal  jurifdiftioi^  and  who  poffefs  atraftoftenor 
twelve  thoufand  fquare  miles,  will  quietly  lubmit  to  a  deftruc- 
tion  of  all  the  honours  and  dignities,  which  are  veiled  in  them 
by  the  conftitution  of  the  Mogul  empire.  The  devotion  of 
the  inhabitants  to  their  zemindars,  many  of  whom  arc  in 
truth  more  properly  to  be  called  tributary  princes  than  pro- 
prietors of  land,  is  fuch,  that  a  general  difconrent  amongft 
this  clafs  of  men  might  excite  revolt,  or  at  leaft  mi^t  de- 
prive us  of  the  regular  payment  of  that  revenue,  which  is  the 
only  fupport  of  our  power. 

To  complete  this  fcene  of  anarchy.  Sir,  the  government 
inftituted  by  the  whole  legiflntive  authorty  of  Great  Britain, 
have  thought  they  were  reduced  to  the  fatal  extremity  of  em- 
ploying a  military  force  in  oppofitionto  the  powers  exercifed 
illegally,  as  they  conceived,  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  ftatc> 
by  the  court  of  judicature.  The  judges,  on  their  part,  have 
refolvcd  to  purfue  vigorous  meafures  for  enforcing  the  autho- 
rity they  alFumed.  Whether  there  was,  or  was  not,  fuch 
exigent  neceffity,  muft  be  left  for  Parliament  to  decide.  I 
mean  only  to  urge  to  you,  Sir,  that  we  muft  not  procraftinate 
cither  in  enquiry  or  dicifion.  Gtvil  difcord  has  taken  place; 
the  powers  of  government  are  at  war  with  one  another;  and 
it  would  not  much  furprize  me  to  learn  bv  the  next  advices, 
either  that  the  fupreme  court  has  inflifted  death  upon  the 
micAibers  of  your  government ;  or  that  your  governor  general 
and  cowncil  have  Ihippcd  off  his  Majefty's  judges  for  Great 
Britain.  • 

It  may  not  be  foreign  from  our  purpofe,  Sir,  to  fay  a  fc\r 
words  upon  the  manner  in  which  other  nations  have  governed 
their  diftant  conquefts.  If  we  turn  our  eyes  to  Spanifh  Ame- 
rica, we  fball  find,  that  every  attempt  fuggoRcd  by  the  fana- 
ticifm  or  tyranny  of  the  Spaniards,  to  introduce  their  own 
courts  and  laws,  and  to  eftablilh  their  power  over  the  devoted 

nations 
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nations  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  by  fending  our  reformers  unac- 
quainted with,  or  dilregardful  of,  the  manner  of  the  coun- 
try, added  to  the  difguft  and  mifery  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
ended  in  revolts  and  maffacres.  The  Jefuits  in  Paraguay 
took  a  wifer  courfe  ;  they  conciliated  the  natives,  and  efta- 
blifhed  a  fubftantial  power  amon^'.ft  them,  by  building  a  hu- 
mane fyftem  of  government  upon  the  the  groundwork  of  their 
immemorial  ufages.  But  no  nation  can  better  be  made  the 
obje£l  of  our  prefent  obfcrvations  than  ancient  kome,  both 
from  the  long  duration  of  her  government,  and  the  prodi- 
gious extent  of  her  conquefts.  Rome,  if  I  miftake  not,  ob- 
ierved  this  fyftem.  In  all  fubjeflion  of  territory  contiguous 
to  her  own  fhe  gave  her  own  laws,  if  the  people  wiflied  to 
receive  them,  or  (he  allured  them  by  immunities  and  honour- 
able diftinftions.  Thus  (he  aflimilated  all  the  petty  ftates  of 
lizly  to  her  laws  and  manners,  till  the  whole  peninfula  be- 
.came  one  nation.  But  in  her  diftant  conquefts,  flic  purfued 
a  very  different  policy.  In  thefe  (he  was  fati^ficd  to  hold  the 
fupreme  government,  topoflei«tthe  revenues  and  tht*  military 
power,  leaving  the  inhabitants  to  conduft  their  internal  po- 
lice by  their  own  native  magiftrates  and  laws.  Nor  did 
that  wife  nation  infult  the  religion 'or  prejudice  of  the  van- 
quifhcd.  I  think  the  firft  inftance  of  communicating  the 
Roman  laws  to  the  diftant  provinces  of  the  empirt,  happened 
under  the  reign  of  one  of  thoib  monfters  who  dilgraccd  the 
name  of  emperor,  Caracalla,  about  a  thouiand  years  after 
the  building  of  the  city.  In  latter  times,  indeed,  Juftinian, 
that  legiftator  fo  much  praifcd  by  his  pofterity  for  his  compi- 
lations of  jurifprudence,  committed  the  fame  blunder  which 
.we  are  now  committing  in  our  country.  He  thought  of 
the  Roman  laws,  as  many  good  and  well-meaning  men  may 
think  of  Englifh  laws,  that  they  are  the  beft  in  the  world  ; 
that  laws  good  in  the  weft,  ^uft  necelTarily  be  good  in  the 
eaft  z  and  in  that  belief,  he  eftablilhed  this  confufcd  fyftem, 
which  had  been  formed  at  different  periods  of  time,  and  had 
grown  up  under  the  different  progreflive  fituations  of  the  Ro- 
man ftatc  in  Italy  ;  he  eftablifhcd  it,  1  fay,  as  the  univerfal 
rule  of  right  and  wrong  throughout  the  provinces  of  the 
eaftern  empire,  for  which  it  was  no  way  adapted. 

To  l)e  fure.  Sir,  this  would  be  a  new  doftrinf*  amongft  le- 
giflators.  However,  as  abftraft  truths  do  not  ft* ike  vyith  equal 
power  or  likeeffeft  upon  every  mind,  I  would  be  glad,  uith 
thofe  who  may  thirk  differently  fiom  myfclf,  to  argue  upon 
another  ground,  and  roafk  them,  what  is  the  ohjeft  of  public 
^3^pediency  in  prefcnting  our  native  Indian.fubjcfts  with  Ei>- 
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glifti  courts  and  laws  ?    Is  it  on  the  fuppofirion  that  tbcy 
have  no  laws  of  their  own  ?  Sir,  they  have  laws,  and  volu- 
minous comments  upon  them  :  and  proud  as  we  may  now 
be  of  our  glorious  conftitution  and  laws — ^juftly  proud  indeed 
we  may  be — thofe  nations  had  written  laws  before  our  ancc- 
ftors  became  known  in  the  annals  of  hiftory  ;  and  thofe  laws, 
affurtdly  very  diffimilar  from  ours,  but  fultable  to  their  cli- 
mate and  difpofition,  and  blended  in  all  the  intercourfes  and 
concerns  of  life,  have  been  handed  down  to  them  from  im- 
memorial ufage.     As  the  contingency  of  events  has  rendered 
thcfe  people  fuhjeft  to  our  dominion,  we  fliould  ftrivc  to  en- 
joy the  benefits  of  it,  with  the  fmalleft  poflible  regret  to 
them.     Then  let  us  alk,  what  it  is  we  want  from  them  ?    I 
prefume  we  want  to  enjoy  their  trade  ;  wc  want  to  maintain 
poffeffion  of  their  country;  we  want  to  remain  mafters  of 
its  revenue  ;  we  want  the  fidelity  and  alFeftion  of  their  peo- 
ple to  fupply  our  armies  with   recruits  and  ftregnthenns 
againft  the  efforts  of  our  rival  powers  in  Europe.     All  thefe 
you  will  have,  Sir,  if  we  only  allow  them  to  go  on  in  the 
track  of  their  forefathers,  with  a  free  and  undimmilhcd  pre- 
lervation  of  all  their  ancient  praAices  and  diftindions.    If 
our  Englifh  courts  and   laws,  inftead  of  being  a  foorccof 
new  bleliings  and  happinefs  to  them,  turn  out  in  faft  to  be  but 
aPandora's  box ;  for  Heaven's  fake.  Sir,  let  us  take  our  prefcnts 
back.     I  am  fure  we  can  wifh  no  other  than  to  make  them  as 
happy  as  they  can  be  under  the  dominion  of  a  foreign  power. 
Give  them,  then,  their  own  laws  and  magiftrates,  if  that  will 
contribute  to  it.     Such,  we  fee,  has  been  the  policy  of  other 
ftates ;  and  Machiavcl,  in  the  refined  fpirit  of  his  politicaLj 
dcftrines,  afHgns  a  very  material  reafon  for  doing  fo-^— that, 
livmg  under  the  immediate  authority  of  their  own  country- 
men, they  fubmit  the  more  eafily  to  a  fovereign  at  a  difhmcc 
from  them:  and  whether  the  judgments  they  pronounce  be 
juft  or  unjuft,  the  odiuni  does  not  fall  upon  the  fupreme  po- 
wer, nor  do  the  people  continually  feel  the  reproach  of  their 
dependency.     As  to  your   Knglifii   laws  and   proceffcs,  let 
thole  feci  the  weight  of  them  who  derive  benefit  from  them; 
who,  being  born  and  educated  under  them,  and  qualified  to 
ftudy  thein  in  their  native  language,  may  fee  through  the 
technical  fiftions  and-'complicated  proceedings  of  our  courts, 
to  difcern  their  intrinfic  excellence  and  juftice.     No  man, 
who  wifhcs  the  good  of  his  country,  can  defire  to  fee  Euro- 
peans at  that  diftance  froni  the  fountain  of  power,  placed 
•  above  the  laws,  or  independent  of  control.    Let  it  be  the  pro- 

vince of  Englifh  laws  to  reftraia'  Englilhmcn  from  opprei- 
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-    fion  :  but  not  to  (hackle  your  government  in  the  exercife  of 

the  necefl'ary  powers  confided  to  hy  the  legiflature  ;  nor  to 

r  harrafe  with  perpetual  vexation  the  timid  natives.     In  ihefirft 

^    point  of  view,  thofe  natives  will  ndmire  and  venerate  theoi. 

*  ■  Buty  if  we  pcrfift  in  the  prefent  i(]ca  of  extending  them,  I 

*  im  confident  the  terms  ufed  by  the  governor-general  and 
k  council,  will  be  found  true,  as  they  are  emphatic,  and  this 
;.  nation  will  dcfervedly  incur  the  rfeproach  of  **  a-  barbarous 
I  attempt  to  force  a  foreign  law  upon  a  conquered  people.'* 

I        "Moreover,    if  it  were  expedient  to  introduce  them,  the 
f.    difficulty  might  deter  us.     We  have  about  five  thoufand  Bri- 
^   'tilh  in  Bengal.     The  natives  have  been  formerly  efti mated 
:     by  Lord  Clivc  at  fifteen  millions  —  I  think  ten  millions  is  a 
i,  coHQputation  nearer  the  truth.     Now,  is  it  agreeable  to  com- 
mon fenfe,  that  five  thoufand  men  fhould  force  a  fyftem  upon 
ten  millions,  which  they  are  difinclined  to  receive  ?  or  that  the 
jiative  troops  fhould  aflift  in  committing  fuch  a  violence  upon 
"     the  feelings  of  their   fellow-countrymen  and  relations  ?     I 
'    cannot  bring  myfelf  to  imagine.  Sir,  that  the  voice  of  af- 
.    fumed  autliority  will  ever  carry  fubftantial  power,  where  the 
,     minds  of  the  people  are  not  overawed  by  fear,  or  from  other 
caufes  contented  to  receive  and  fubmit  to  it.     I  think  it  has 
been  held  as  a  maxim,  that  it  is  only  to  an  unpolifhed  people 
that  a  legiflator  can  give  what  laws  he  pleafes  ;  and  if  we 
look  to  a  great  nation,  which  now  draws  the  attention  of 
Europe,  we  fhall  fee  the  confiderations  which  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia  enjoins   in  the  inilrudtions  to  her  commifiioners  for 
forming  a  new  code  of  laws.     **  There  are  various  things,'* 
iajrs  that  wife  princefs,    **  which  rule  mankind  :   religion, 
'    climate,  laws,  maxims  received  from  government,  example 
.    of  pafl  ages,    manners,    and  cuftoms ;    and   the   legiflature 
-^^  Ott^t  to  adopt  its  laws  to  the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation.'* 
V;r       There  is  one  other  point  I  muft  beg  leave  to  touch  upon  ; 
:,    but  I  do  it  with  the  utmoft  diffidence :  I  feel  it  is  tender 
ground 1  mean  the  equalizing  principle  which  this  judi- 
cature tends  to  eftablilh  betwixt  native  and  European.     For- 
merly we  have  feen   a  few  hundreds  of  Europeans  carry  ra- 
.  pid  conqueft  through  an  intimidated  country.     A  native  was 
J-  led  to  look  up  to  an  Englifliman  with  awe  and  acknowledged 
fuperiority.     Our  power  has  been  more  imaginary  than  real, 
to  hold  that  vaft  territory  in  fubjeftion  with  fuch  a  difparity 
of  numbers.     But,  Sir,  if  they  fee  our  government  degraded 
in    the   public   eye;    and -every   Englifhman   of    rank   re- ^ 
duccd  to  a  level  with  the  loweft  native  :  1  fear  they  will  foon  i 
find  out  that  we  arc  but  men  like  themfclves,  or  very  little  *        • 

better. 
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better.  Our  digrity  will  fail;  our  po\fer  will  dwindle; 
fome  accident  of  the  moment  will  produce  revolt,  and  then, 
Sir,  it  will  not  remain  a  queftion,  bow  we  (hall  hold  that 
country,  but  whether  we  fliall  hold  it  at  alL 

I  fay,  Sir,  I  feel  this  is  tender  ground.  I  alk  the  excufcof 
the  Houfe  if  I  am  in  an  error.  1  throw  out  the  idea  for  fpe- 
culation  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  I  muft  confefs^  it  is  an  idea 
that  alarms  me. 

Now,  after  all  this  difcuffion,  I  fliall,  perhaps,  be  told, 
that  I  am  pulling  down  an  edifice,  without  having  previoufly 
formed  a  plan  to  ereft  another.  Sir,  I  did  think  that  it  would 
be  more  refpefVful  to  the  Houfe,  to  folicit  their  feriousatten* 
tion  to  the  fubjeft,  and  propofe  a  full  difcuffion  of  it  before 
.  a  committee,  and  I  believe  my  honourable  friend  concurs  in 
that  fentiment,  rather  than  to  prefume  upon  offering  any 
fyftem  to  their  notice.  I  have  wi(hed  to  convince  them,  that 
enquiry  and  reform  arc  indifpenfibly  neceffary  ;  and  I  venture 
to  flatter  myfelf,  that  with  the  local  experience  of  fome,  and 
the  general  knowledge  of  others,  and  particularly  calling  ia 
the  aid  of  gentlemen  of  the  profeffion,  whofe  minds  arc  more 
ufually  turned  to  fubjeds  of  legiflation,  we  may  be  able  to 
devife  fome  eligible  plan  for  the  good  adminiftration  of  our 
Afiatic  territory. 

For  my  own  part,  Sir,  I  fhall  moft  cheerfully  contribute 
with  my  poor  affiftance,  by  furnilhing  every  light  and  iafor- 
mation  I  may  pofFcfs,  or  by  explaining  any  terms  of  the 
country  languages,  which  might  throw  obfcurity  upon  the 
records  to  be  confulted.  I  am  ready  to  a£):  as  a  member  of  a 
committee,  if  one  fhould  be  appointed  ;  or  I  will  willingly 
attend  upon  them  if  1  am  not  a  member.  This  I  can  fafcly 
fay,  Sir,  I  have  no  private  views  to  gratify;  no  other  dcfire, 
than  to  promote  the  public  intereft,  and  the  happinefs  of  indi- 
viduals. Again,  Sir,  I  difclaim  perfonality.  I  confidcr  this  as 
the  caufe  of  humanity  and  national  honour.  My  great  ob- 
jeft  and  moft  fincere  wifh  is  to  introduce  amongft  that  io- 
duftrious  and  fubmiffive  people,  a  fyftem  of  legiflation,  which 
may  be  congruous  to  their  feelings  and  difpofitions  ;  to  con- 
ciliate them  to  the  fupremacy  of  our  dtftant  country ;  to 
render  that  fruiilefs  territory  a  permanent  appendage  of  the 
Britifh  empire  ;  and  finally,  to  do  juftice  to  its  inhabitants, 
to  my  nation,  and  to  my  JFellow-fubjefts. 
"Lor^Ncrtb,  Lord  NoTth  agreed,  that  the  petitions  well  deferved  the  fe- 
rious  attention  of  the  Houfe  :  he  likewife  allowed,  that  if  the 
fafts  were  true  that  the  judicial  and  political  powers  were  in 
arms  againft  each  other  in  India^  the  Houfe  fliould  take  mc^- 
3  furc^ 
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ftrcs  to  put  an  end  to  fo  dangerous  a  conteft  as  foon  as  pofli- 
blc.  At  the  fame  time  he  thought  it  highly  incumbent  on' the 
Houfe  to  confiJcr,  that  the  enquiry  they  were  about  to  enter 
into,  was  of  a  moil  delicate  nature-  The  conduft  of  the 
judges  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  court,  were  fo  intimately  connefted,  that  it  was 
;.hn^ty  poflible  to  tcparatc  them  entirely.  The  one,  as  it  were, 
•I'oii  into  the  other;  and  both  were  lb  mixed  and  blended,  that 
.|t  would  be  a  very  difficult  matter  to  pronounce  upon  the 
tonftitution  of  the  court,  without  in  fome  meafure  adverting 
to  the  conduft  of  the  judges.  It  behoved  the  Houfe,  there- 
fere,  to  fteer  as  cautioufly  as  poffible  between  thefe  two  ob- 
fi&s;  to  afcertain  fa£ls  tending  to  prove  that  the  jurifdic- 
rion  it  fel  fought  cither  to  be  aboliihed  entirely,  put  under 
Hew  reftriftions,  or  better  defined  than  it  already  was,  might 
te  boih  expedient  and  nec.ffary  ;  but  gentlemen  would  lee 
iliat  it  would  be  unjuft  in  the  extreme  to  go  to  a  crimination, 
vuch  more  to  a  condemnation  of  the  judges,  who,  from  the 
aatureof  the  cafe,  could  not  already  have  been  heard  as. to 
die  fafts  that  might  come  out  in  the  courfe  of  the  enquiry, 
nor  could  they  be  heard  now.  With  regard  to  the  aft  of  • 
parliament  which  he  had  the  honour  to  bring  in  fome  few 
years  fince,  it  certainly  was  not,  at  the  time  it  was  under  the 
coniideration  of  that  Houfe,  either  his  idea  nor  that  of  the 
Houfe,  that  the  court  of  judicature  fhould  become  the  fource 
of  mifery,  oppreffion,  or  injuftice;  much  lefs  was  it  meant  to 
cxtjcnd  the  Britifh  laws  in  their  unintelligible  (late  (for  fo 
they  might  appear  to  the  natives  of  a  country  in  which  they 
never  bad  been  promulgated)  throughout  that  vaft  conti- 
nent  {  neither  was  it  deligned  that  the  fupreme  court  fhould 
fwallow  up  all  other  jurildiftion,  or  take  away  the  power  of 
ihofe  courts  to  which  the  reiidents  had  been  for  years  accuf- 
tomcd  to  refort,  and  which  had  been  proved  from  long  expe- 
rience fully  competent  to  a  fubftantial  adminiftration  of  ju- 
ftice  in  thofe  cafes  wherein  their  interference  had  ufually  been 
dcfired.  The  fole  view  of  tlie  Houfe  was  to  give  a  court  that 
Would  hold  out  equal  juftice  to  the  native  and  the  European  ; 
a  court  much  wanted  at  the  time,  and  in  the  conftitution  of 
which  the  Houfe  had  been  to  a  man  unanimous,  on  the  idea 
that  it  was  politic,  humane  and  juft,  that  a  court  ib  confti- 
tuted  (hould  cxift.  He  concluded  with  affenting  to  the  mo- 
tion. 

Sir  Kichard  Sutton  (a\d  that  the   petitions    criminated  the  5ir  RUbard 
judges,  and  that  they  were  fe;it  over  without  the  judges  corf-  -Skww. 

fent, 
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fent,  which  of  itfclf  had  a  very  fufpicious  appearance,  and 
oug*:!  to  challenge  the  jcaloj fy  of  the  Houfc,  as  to  the  fair- 
nefs  of  the  ftatement  of  the  fafts  alledged. 
Mr  iTrax'      Mr.  fVraxali  role  to  cxprefs  his  high  approbation  of  the 
••^  motion  introduced  by  General   Smith.     He  faid,  that  what- 

focvcr  compelled  the  government  of  this  coyntry  to  turn  their 
attention  to  India,  merited,  in  his  apprehenfion^  natiooil 
praiie  and  gratituJ.e.  He  faid,  that  to  whatever  part  of  the 
empire  he  directed  his  view,  excepting  India,  only  fccnes  of 
cahniity,  diitrcfs,  and  civil  commotion  prefented  themfclvcf 
under  a  thoufand  various  and  accumulating  forms*  But  that 
in  Imtia,  victory  and  glory  and  commerce  and  wealth  and  all 
the  rcfources  of  a  great  nation  were  vifible.  He  contrafted 
the  I'plendour  of  our  arms  in  that  part  of  the  world,  with  cor 
lolTes  and  difgraces  in  America.  But,  he  faid,  that  under  this 
flattering  and  dazzling  exterior,  lurked  a  thoufand  hidden 
I'eeds  of  political  di.'caie  and  death.  He  expatiated  on  the 
critical  and  dangerous  fituation  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal,  Ba- 
har,  and  Oriffa.  He  exprelFed  his  difapprobation  of  the 
principles  on  which  the  courts  of  judicature  were  originally 
crefted  in  that  country.  He  fald,  that  the  moft  fatal  confc- 
quences  would  inconteftibly  refult  from  them,  if  not  dmcly 
fuppreifd,  or  at  leaft  reftrided  and  limited  in  their  powcn. 
He  then  remarked  the  folly  and  abfurdity  of  an  ifland  fits* 
,  ated  as  England  is,  in  the  50th degree  of  northern  latitude,  and 
on  the  verge  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  whofe  inhabitants  (die 
defccndants  of  Saxons,  Danes  and  Normans)  had  fcarcely 
yet  in  a  courfe  of  ages  been  able  to  refine  their  barbarous  ju- 
rifprudence,  and  adapt  it  to  their  own  country  ;  on  fuch  a 
people,  in  the  infolence  of  conqueft,  or  the  ignorance  of  mifin- 
formation,  tranfplanting  their  courts  of  juftice  and  ads  of 
Parliament,  to  a  country  fituated  under  the  tropic  and  the 
equator,  at  the  diflance  of  five  thoufand  miles  ;  to  a  country 
totally  diilimilar  in  religion,  in  laws,  in  cufloms  and  in  feel- 
ings of  every  nature,  and  which  had  been  fo  from  the  moft 
remote  antiquity. 

Mr.  Wraxail  faid,  that  this  conduft  had  no  precedent  io 
the  annals  of  Rome,  or  of  any  nation  of  antiquity,  re- 
nowned for  policy  and  wifdom.  Rome,  he  faid,  had  opened 
her  generous  arms  to  all  tl^  conquered  nations ;  fhc  hid 
adopted  with  a  mafculine  and  conciliating  policy,  all  the  cof- 
toms,  religious  or  civil,  of  the  vanquifhed  provinces ;  fhe  re* 
fpcfted  even  their  prejudices ;  flie  confequcntly  was  bdovcd 

and 
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Ia4  revered  on  the  banks  of  the  Tagus  and  Euphrates,    as 
ttuch  as  on  the  banks  of  the  Arno  or  the  Tyher. 

He  faid,  that  every  confequence  of  popular  violence  and 
infurredlion  was  to  be  dreaded  at  this  moment  in  Bengal.  He 
obferved,  that  the  fupreme  council  were  at  this  time  armed 
IgMnft  the  courts  of  juflice.  He  left  the  Houfe  to  judge 
VhaC  moil  be  the  confequence.  He  declared,  that  unlefs 
j&me  fpeedy  and  e£Fe£iual  remedy  was  applied,,  that  country 
airraid  become  a  fcene  of  maifacre.  The  Sicilian  vefpers 
."^btttd  be  renewed  on  the  banks  of  the  Gange9,  at  Patna,  at 
lauiaies,  and  at  Calcutta. 

■^  l^f r.  Wraxall  then  took  a  larger  field,  an  J  adverted  to  the 
Stefent  fituation  of  India  in  general.  He  faid,  that  it  was 
IDC:  only  in  Bengal  that  we  were  menaced  with  convutfions 
riS  infurre£lions;  Madras,  he  aflerted,  called  loud  for  fome 
nm^iate  reform.  The  avowed  faftions  of  the  Nabob  and 
he  Rajah  of  Tanjore  diflrac^ed  and  divided  that  prefidency. 
tdmbzy,  which,  after  a  century  of  lloth  and  ina6iivity,  had 
Heded  fome  important  conqueits,  was  menaced,  he  faid,  by 
b^^Alahrattas  who  overhung  the  ifland,  and  might  feverely 
iVenge  the  lofl*es  they  had  lately  fuflained  on  that  fide  of 
iidia*  BeCdes  thefe  particular  evils,  he  obferved,  that  other 
ttDgers  menaced  India  in  general.  The  vad  extent  of  coaft 
rom  Cape  Comorin  to  the  Jagrenaut  Pagodas,  was  inade- 
Uately  guarded  by  the  military  eAablifhment  of  Madras, 
fhich  Could  not  poffibly,  he  faid,  defend  a  coaf^  of  a  thou- 
gjuid  ixiiles  in  length,  if  ever  it  Hiould  be  attacked.  The 
jifahrattasy  he  faid,  were  very  powerful  and  much  to  be 
ffeaded.  Hyder  Ally,  who  had  driven  our  troops  before  him 
ft  1769,  and  compelled  us  to  fign  an  ignominious  peace  at 
he  g^tes  of  Madras;  Hyder  Ally  was  the  friend  of  France, 
md  he  was  ftill  terrible  in  arms,  though  declined  in  years. 
Fhe  French,  he  obferved,  had  a  large  force  in  the  ifland  of 
Mauritius.  The  Dutch  were  flrong  in  Ceylon,  and  Aronger 
itt  Java  and  at  Batavia.  The  Spaniards  occupied  the  Phil- 
jipihe  Iflands,  and  could  annoy  all  the  trade  of  Canton  and  to 
CHiina;  we  were  befet  with  dangers,  and  environed  by  ene- 
mies. 

Mr.  Wraxall  concluded  with  repeating  his  approbation  of 
the  motion :  he  thought  it  the  firft  and  moft  neceflary  ftep  to* 
ivards  a  general  reform  of  that  country.  He  called  on  Go- 
vernment to  exert  themfelves,  and  to  turn  their  a*:tention  to 
lodia,  as  to  a  country  on  which  the  future  glories,  grandeuc 
abd  permanent  greatnefs  of  England  muft  ultimately  depend. 

Vol.  XV  III.  N  n  n  Mr^ 
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Mr.Burke     Mr.  Burke^  in  a  (hort  fpeech,    contended  that  it  would  b€ 
impoflible  not  to  criminate  the  judges,  if  criminating  faAs 
ihould  arife  in  the  courfe  of  the  inquiry. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Copiei  of  the  Petitions  prcferited  f  the  Houji. 
A  petition  of  jt.'hn  Touchei  and  John  Irving,  agents  for  the  BritiA 
fubjeds  refiding  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Ori^fa,  lad 
their  feveial  dependencies^  whofe  names  are  fubfcribed  to  thepetitioa 
iiereafter  fet  forth,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read;  fettiag 
forth,  that  the  petiiionert  have  received  the  copy  of  a  petition»  certified^ 
by  a  notary  public  in  Calcutta,  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  to  be  a 
true  copy  of  an  original  petition  to  this  honounble  Houfe,  figaedby' 
fix  hundred  and  forty-eight  of  the  Britilh  fubje^s  refiding  in  the  prt- 
vincps  of  Fetigal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla,  and  their  feveral  dependencies} 
tvhich  copy,  fo  authenticated  as  aforefaid,  is  in  the  wordt following: 

I'd  the  honourable  the  Commons  of  Or  eat  Britain  in  Parliamewt 
affimbled. 
The  humble  petition  of  the  Britilh  rubie£^8  refiding  in  the  provinoet  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,-  and  Orifla,  and  their  feveral  dependencieSi 
Sheweth, 

That  your  petitioners,  labouring  under  the  weight  of  many  and 
great  grievances,  know  not  where  to  apply  for  relief  with  fo  mach  pro' 
priety  and  confidence  as  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parlit* 
ment  aifemblcd,  the  great  guardians  of  the  libenics  and  propertict  of 
Biitifh  fubjcfls. 

That  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive,  there  arc  certain  rights  ia« 
hereat  in  Knglifhmen,  and  contirmed  by  the  moft  facred  a^t  of  the  le* 
gifldtujre,  which  no  power  on  earth  can  legally  deprive  them  of,  where 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain  are  in  force. 

That  your  petitioners  obferVed,  with  the  deepeft  concern  and  aflic- 
tion,  that,  at  the  palfing  of  the  a£l  of  the  13th  of  George  the  Thirds 
intituled,  '<  An  a6^  for  eft ablifhing  certain  regulations  for  the  better 
man«.gement  of  the  aflfairs  of  the  £ail-IndiaCompany»  as  well  in  ladiif 
as  in  Europe,"  and  previous  to  it,  very  erroneous  reports  had  beeapro- 
paeaeJj  and  injuiious  ide\s  entertained,  of  the  principles  and  pfa&icel 
of  ttic  Britilh  fubjc6ls  refiding  within  thefe  provinces^  from  which R 
was  i.iferred,  that  they  required  more  rigorous  reftrainta  and  coertioai 
than  have  been  ufu^lly  impi^fid  upon  En'glilhmen. 

That  your  petitioners,  knowing  fuch  reports,  when  applied  to  the 
community,  to  be  v  .id  of  all  foundation  in  truth,  did  flatter  themfelTeif 
that  time,  better  information,  and  their  own  loyal  and  obedient  con- 
duct, would  have  convinced  their  enemies,  and  the  whole  Englifli  na- 
tion, of  the  iniuftice  and  cruelty  of  thefe  fuppofuions,  and  have  ezdtcd 
the  kuown  cancloar  of  the  Briiifli  Parliament  to  frame,  in  their  wifdoo,  I 
fuch  ordinances  and  regulations  as  were  better  adapted  to  the  real  cir- 
cumllances  and  firuation  of  your  petitioners. 

That  your^  petitioners  have,  for  fome  years  vainly  flattered  them* 

felvcs  witli  this  expectation  j  and  now  find,  to  their  unfpeakable  forro«r, 

3  that 
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tbtt  their  dutiful  fubmifOon  appears  only  to  have  encouraged  the  juftices 
qf .  the  fupreme  court  to  proceed  ^ep  by  ftep  in  reducing  them  to  the 
fao&  grievous  diflrefs,  till  your  petitioners  have,  in  faSt,.  been  put  out  of 
the  law  by  a  declaration  from  the  bench  on  a  folemn  occaiion,  that  the 
w6t  of  Parliament  above  recited  was  not  intended  for  the  fecurity  and 
lorotefHon  of  the  whole,  but  for  the  immediate  prote£^ion  of  a  part  of 
ikb  inhabitants  of  thefe  provinces. 

■  That  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive,  that  the  trial  by  jury,  in 
lllcalet  where  it  can  be  granted,  is  one  of.thofe  inhej^nr,  unalienable, 
mi  ilidefeafible  right  of  which  neither  time  nor  circuniftance  can  de- 
fnre  a  Britiih  fubje^t  living  under  Britilh  laws;  yet  the  juftices  of  the 
Aq>rane  court  of  judicatuie  in  Bengal  have,  by  the  adual  or  aflumed 
flowers  of  a  charter  granted  Under  an  a£l  of  Parliament,  refufed  to  al- 
hf^  your  petitioners  the  benefit  of  this  facred  bulwark  of  their  freedom, 
except  ia  criminal  cafes,  thereby,  as  your  petitioners  apprehend,  a6ting 
in  4ireft  contradidion  to  the  late  a£l:  of  Parliament,  to  the  fundamen- 
Ml  law  of  the  land,  and  the  great  charter  of  Britifli  liberties :  this 
grievance,  fo  infupportable,  mull  come  home  to  the  bread  of  every 
Kngliihman,  and  none  wil)  feel  it  more  fenfibly  than  the  enlightened 
■aembers  of  a  Britiih  fenate. 

With  all  due  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  their  moil  gracious  Sovereign^ 
and  with  the  moft  loyal  and  (incere  affe^ion  for  his  perfon,  family,  and 
gorernment,  your  petitioners  humbly  apprehend,  that  neither  letters 
|wtent  nor  any  other  grant  be  valid,  if  made  contrary  to  the  known 
law  of  the  land ;  yet  the  faid  ju^ices,  acting  under  letters  patent,  affiime 
apower  not  only  to  fine  and  imprifon  your  petitioners,  but  to  decide  oa 
all  adipnsfor  damages  for  perfonal  wrongs,  both  determining  the  fa£i, 
and  aflcfling  the  damages  to  any  amount,  at  their  own  difcretlon,  there- 
by taking  to  themfelves  an  uncontrouled  dominion  over  the  perfons  and 
property  of  your  petitioners,  to  the  great  fear  and  imminent  danger  of  ^ 
•11  Brftifli  fubjeas. 

Your  petitioners  humbly  conceive,  that  in  all  fubjefb  fiates,  but 
more  efpecially  in  one  fo  remote  from  the  feat  of  empire,  where  the 
difproportion  between  the  governing  power  and  thofe  governed  'is  fo 
great  as  to  make  the  prefent  fafety  and  future  permanency  of  the  do* 
minion  itfelf  depended  entirely  upon  the  precarious  tie  of  ideal  fuperio- 
ntjf  that  all  poifible  tendernefs  and  caution  (hould  be  ufed,  to  prevent 
that  opinion  being  weakened  or  deftroyed,  or  the  authority  or  reputa* 
don  of  the  government  leflened,  left  the  multitude  ihould  be  encou- 
mged  to  put  themfelves  on  a  level  with  their  rulers,  and  lofe  that  idea 
of  their  fuperior  power  by  which  alone  they  are  held  in  fubjeftion  j 
bnt,  to  the  great  mortification  and  alarm  of  your  petitioners,  they  fee 
rfae  refpeA  and  veneration  which  the  natives  have  heretofore  manifefted 
for  the  government  daily  decreafing,  owing,  as  your  petioners  verily 
believe,  to  the  extenHon  of  the  authority  of  the  court  a£ting  indpen- 
ieat  of  the  government  to  perfons  and  cafes  where  they  conceive  it 
never  was  the  intention  of  the  legiflature  to  allow  them  to  a6J-,  a  fpirit  of 
:ontempt  for  its  authority  and  for  Europeans  in  general  heretofore  un* 
Itnowtt,  diffuiing  irfelf  among  the  natives,  which,  if  not  reftrained  in 
iue  time,  mull  terminate  in  difafic6tion  and  refinance,  and  ultimately 
N  n  n  2  occafion 
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occafioQ  the  deftni£^ion  of  the  Britiih  fubjc^s  refidlog  in  Uiefe  pro* 
Ttnccs,  and  the  lofs  of  thefe  valuable  domiaioos  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  for  ever. 

That  your  petitioners^  entertaining  the  moft  perfeA  convi^on  of 
the  truth  of  thefe  obfervations,  fuggefted  by  the  refinance  iheva  to  tke 
authority  of  government  in  various  parts  of  thefe  provinces,  and  hf 
the  late  dating  tumult,  heretofore  unprecedented^  which  happenediQ 
open  day  in  the  capital,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  fe^t  of.  judicature 
itfelf,  ofTtir  them  with  fubmiilionto  your  moft  fcrious  confideration. 

Your  pet  ti  iners  have  been  informed,  and  believe,  that  AT  fi^ 
fa^o  and  retrofpedive  laws  are  contrary  to  natural  juftice,  incompa- 
tible with  the  !aws  of  England,  and  irreconcileable  to  the  feeliQgtof 
a  Britifh  Parliament,  and  that  they  are  held -in  abhorrence  by  the  B»« 
tion;  that  if  thefe  principles  are  admitted  in  England,  and  acknow* 
ledged  to  be  produ6>iveof  the  moft  fatal  confequences,  they  muftajh 
ply  ftill  more  forcibly  to  a  (ubje^led  country,  fituated  at  the  ditaoce 
of  half  the  globe,  where  the  manners,  cuftoms,  laws,  and  prejttdices 
of  the  people,  differ  fo  widely  from  thofe  of  the  governing  nation  i 
yv)ur  petitioners  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  the  liritifii  Parliameat,  to 
r«Be£l:  on  the  innumerable  hardlhips  which  muft  enfue,  and  tbenni- 
verfal  confuiion  which  muft  be  occalioned,  as  well  to  porfonal  rights 
as  to  public  and  private  property,  by  giving  to  the  voluminous  and  is- 
tricate  laws  of  England  a  boundiefs  retrofpi:£i:ive  powei^  in  the  midftoC 
A^,  and  by  an  application  of  thofe  laws,  made  for  the  frceft  and  moft 
enlightened  people  upon  earth,  the  principle  of  whofe  conftitation  il 
founded  in  virtue  and  liberty,  to  tranfa£kions  with  the  natives  of  In- 
dia, who  have,  from  time  immemorial,  liveduhde/a  defpotic  goTcra- 
ment,  eftabliflied  on  fear  and  reftraint ;  and  your  petitioners  moft  ear- 
ncftly  call  upon  you  to  cooiider  what  muft  he  the  fears,  what  muft  be 
the  terrors,  of  individuals,  to  ftnd  their  titles  to  property,  heirtranf- 
a£lions  and  engagements  with  natives  previou*  to  the  eftablifliment  of 
the  court  of  judicature,  tried  by  the  ftandard  n£  Engtifh  law,  and  by 
men  educated  under  its  forms,  and  unavoidably  imbibing  its  prejadicM, 
y^hen  no  fuch  laws  could  be  known  to  or  pra£^ifed  by  natives  of  Euro- 
peans then  reiiding  in  the  country,  and  at  a  time  too  when  few  or 
no  perfous  of  legal  knowledge  were  in  the  country  to  affift  or  adfiie 
them. 

Your  petitioners  humbly  conceive,  that  no  tyranny  can  be  more 
dreadful  in  its  operations,  or  more  fatal  in  its  confequences,  than  that 
a  court,  eftablifticd  by  law,  with  all  the  authority  of  one  of  thtfirft 
courts  in  England,  ihould  alfo  pofTefs  undefined  powers  and  jarifdic- 
tion,  of  which  the  judges  of  it  are  the  fole  interpreters,  and  under  bo 
control  but  at  the  immenfe  diftance  of  the  mother  country;  yet  fuch 
is  the  fituation  of  your  petitioners,  they  are  placed  within  the  reach  of 
this  two-edged  weapon,  furrounded  with  the  toils  and  pitfalls  of  die 
Jaw  in  a  country  where  perjury  is  almoft  a  profeilion,  unknowing 
where  they  may  reft  in  fafety  ;  for  the  judges  of  this  court  can  at  plea- 
fure  determine  on  the  denomination  of  a  civil  injury,  the  degree  of  its 
criminality,  by  what  ftatutes  it  (ball  be  tried,  what  penalties  (ball  be 
^nftifled,  and  who  are,  and  who  are  not,    amenable  to  the  juriiiiidioA 
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<tf  the  court.  The  judges  have  declared,  that  they  ar^,  by  the  cbar« 
t^  of  )uftice^  empowered  to  moderate  the  laws  of  England  by  the  cuf* 
toms  of  this  country  ;  but  their  information  rcfpe£king  thefe  cufioms 
can  only  be  obtained  from  fuch  witncfles  as  appear  before  them,  and  it 
it  in  the  breafts  of  the  judges  to  admit  or  reie£t  \vhat  evidence  they 
i^leafe.  This  power  had  filled  your  petitiooert  with  the  utmoft  terror 
and  difmay  ;  if  it  had  remained  with  a  body  of  juror>'»  acquainted  with 
the  language  of  the  natives,  informed  as  to  their  cuftoms,  and  bound 
by  oath  to  decide  with  truth  and  jullice,  there  would  have  exifted  no 
fiaundation  for  either. 

Your  petitioners  perceived,  with  heart-felt  ratisfa6kiony  that  the  faid 
ad  had  provided  fome  barrier  againft  oppreflion,  by  authorizing  an 
appeal  from  the  decrees  of  the  fupreme  court  to  His  Majefly  in  coun- 
city  which  His  Majefty  has  alfo  been  mod  gracioudy  plcafed  to  recog*  ' 

aize  in  his  charter  of  juHice;  but  the  hopes  of  relief,  railed  upon  this 
Couodation,  vanifhed  from  before  us,  when  your  petitioners  found 
that  the  judges  of  the  court  had  not  only  taken  upon  themfelvcs  to 
make  and  alter  the  rules  of  it,  but  that  they  could  receive  or  refufe 
what  evidence  they  thought  proper,  and  that  the  appeal  could  only  be 
heard  under  thefe  rules,  and  upon  the  evidence  recorded  during  the 
triaU  removed  at  fuch  a  vad  diflance  from  the  tribunal  of  judice,  be- 
fore an  unjufl  or  illegal  fentcnce  could  be  reverfed,  the  fufferer  might 
Mi  a  vi£lim  to  penury,  or  perifli  by  imprifonment:  but,  from  an  ap- 
peal under  fach  circumftances,  what  redrefs  can  your  petitioners  ob- 
ttw  } 

Your  petitioners  entertain  all  becoming  refpeft  for  the  authority  of 
the  charter  of  jufiice,  and  the  utmo/l  reverence  for  their  Sovereign, 
whofe  fan£lion  it  has  received:  yet  they  cannot  but  obferve,  that,  by 
the  powers  delegated  in  this  charter,  men  arc  conftituted  the  judges  of 
their  own  a£ls,  which  appears  to  your  petitioners  highly  improper  and 
ioconfiftent :  for  the  judges  cf  the  fupreme  court  in  Calcutta^  are  im- 
powered  to  fu  alfo  as  a  court  of  chancery,  and  in  this  capacity  to  re- 
vife,  corre^,  rcfcind,  or  confirm,  decifions  paffed  by  themfelves  whilft 
a^iagat  judges  in  a  court  of  law;  and  by  another  part  of  their  infti- 
tution,  they  poflefs  the  po'ver,  and  they  alone,  of  ftaying  execution  in 
criminal  cafes,  till. His  Majefly 's  pleafure  be  known.  There  is  a  prin- 
ciple in  human  nature  which  inevitably  impreffes  a  bias  upon  the  mind 
^  fevour  of  iu  own  decifions,  and  experience  has  decided  that  reafon 
and  philofophy  are  too  weak  to  refirain  it;  but  in  all  well-regulated 
communities,  when  the  confcquenccs  of  any  principle  are  forefecn  or 
Ibund  to  be  fatal,  the  wifdom  of  the  legiilacure  interpofes,  to  check  its 
operation.  Your  petitioners  have  the  moft  perfe£l  convi6^ion,  that  the 
poilible  evils  of  this  power  did  not  occur  to  their  mod  merciful  Sove- 
reign when  hit  approbation  was  conferred  to  tlie  charter  of  jndice,  and 
that  thiy  require  only  to  be  pointed  out  to  enfure  redrefs. 

Your  petitioners,  with  all  deference,  conceive  that  there  mud  be 
fome  fundamental  error  in  that  inditution,  which  requires  a  more  than 
ordinary  degree  of  temper,  ability,  and  integrity,  to  carry  its  purpofes 
into  execution;  and  they  do  not  heficatd  to  declare,  that  to  adminider 
the  powers  appertaining  to  the  inditution  of  the  fupreme  court,  with- 
out 
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mit  exten(iTe  public  detriment  aod  partial  afts  of  prirate  feverity  and 
in^uftice  (if  it  be  poflible  at  all)  requires  more  equity  and  moderation^ 
dilcernment  and  enlightened  abilities,  than  they  can  hope  to  find  ia 
any  men:  to  what  extent  the  judges  of  His  Majefty's  court  may  pof. 
fefs  thefe  qualities,  your  petitioners  do  not  pretend  to  decide,  and  ftill 
lefs  to  aflert  that  they  do  not  pofiefs  them  at  all }  but  they  cdmplain  of 
the  jurirdi6^ion  of  the  uncontrouled  and  unlimited  powers  with  which 
the  court  is  veiled^  and  with  the  execution  of  which  no  men  are  to  Im 
trufted. 

Your  petitioners  can  bear  diilrefs  like  men,    but  they  muft  alfo  feel 
like  men,  and  fpeak  thefe  feelings  like  £ngli(hmen  ;  if  the  language  of 
^  complaint  is  warm,  let  it  be  attributed  to  the  dread  of  future  injuries { 

from  a  keen  fenfibility  of  what  is  pad,  your  petitioners  claim  a  trill 
by  Jury  as  their  birth-right,  and  they  folicit  to  be  relieved  firooi  tht 
other  great  grievances  they  labour  under.  To  a  Britiih  Houfc  of  Com* 
mons  they  appeal,  with  the  firmed  reliance  on  its  wifdom,  juftice,  and 
humanity;  and  in  appealing  to  fuch  a  tribunal,  they  perceive  their  ap- 
prehenfions  yield  to  the  moft  flattering  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  redrefs. 

Your  petition-ers  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  you  will  bepleafedtt 
take  into  confideration  the  following  requefts  ; 

To  grant  a  trial  by  jury  in  all  cafes  where  it  is  by  law  efiaUiihed  it 
England: 

To  limit  the  retrofpe^live  powers  of.  the  court  to  the  time  of  it» 
eflabliihnient  in  Bengal  : 

To  define,  beyond  the  power  of  difcretional  diftin6lion,  the  perfonf 
who  are  and  who  are  not,  amenable  to  the  jurifdi^iou  of  the  couft: 

To  declare  what  ilatutes  ihall,  and  what  ftatutes  ihall  not,  be  ia 
force  in  Bengal : 

To  dire£):  and  circumfcribe  the  power  of  the  court,  in  the  adflnffiof 
and  rejeflion  of  evidence,  fo  as  that  all  reje£^ed  evidence  may  accom- 
pany the  appeal,  by  way  of  affidavit,  or  othcrwife. 

To  appoint  didiniSi:  and  feparate  judges  for  the  law  and  equity  fid«l 
of  the  court? 

To  reftorethe  ancient  and  conftlrutronal  power  of  hearing  appeals  !• 
the  firft  inftance  to  the  fupreme  authority  in  this  government,  formerly 
vefled  in  the  prefident  and  council,  and  now  veiled  in  the  goremor 
general  and  council : 

To  lodge  a  power  of  flaying  executions  in  crimiaal  cafes  (till  Hit 
Majefly*s  pleafure  be  known)  in  the  governor  general  and  council: 

And  your  petitioners  Ihall  ever  pray,    &c. 

That  the  petitioners  arc  ready  to  produce,  at  the  bar  of  this  bonoarir 
able  Houfe,  the  copy  of  the  faid  petition,  fo  authenticated  as  aforefaid, 
tranfmitted  to  them  from  Calcutta  j  and  humbly  pray  the  Houfe  to  takf 
the  contents  of  the  fame  into  their  confideration,  and  to  grant  fuch  re* 
lief  in  the  prcmifes  as  to  the  Houfe  (hall  fecm  fit. 

Ordered  to  lie  npon  the  ubie.  / 

A  petition  of  Warren  Haftings,  efquire,  governor  general,  and  of 
Philip  Francis  and  Edward  Wheeler,  efquires,  counfellors  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  prefidency  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  was  prefentedto 
the  Houfe,  and  rejid;  fctting  forth,  that,  by  an  aft  of  ^he  thirtcentli 
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of  bit  prefent  Maiefty,  intituled,  '*  An  a^  for  eftabliCbing  certain  re^ 
**  gulations  for  the  better  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  united  Eaft 
'<  India  Company,  as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,"  the  whole  civil  and 
military  government  of  the  prefidency  of  Fort  William  iu  Bengal,  and 
the  orderinj;,    management,  and  government,  of  all  the  territorial  ac- 
quifitions  and  revenues  in  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OiifTa, 
jure  veiled  in  the  governor  general  and  council  of  the  faid  prcfidency, 
in  like  manner,    to  all  intents  and  pHrpofes  whatfoever,    as  the  fame 
W€r«  at  the  time  of  paiTing  the  a€V,  or  at  any  time  before^    might  have 
been  exeicifed  by  the  prefident  and  council,  or  fele£l  commitree,  in  the 
iaid  kingdoms ;  and  that,  by  the  faid  a£l,  his  Majtfty  was  empowered 
toereOt   and  conftitute  a  fupreme  court  of  judicature  at  Fort  William 
mforefaid,    with  full  powers  and  authority  to  exercife  and  perform  all 
Civil,  criminal,  admiralty,  and  eccUfiailical  jurirdi£Vion  over  all  Bririih 
fiibje^ts  refident  in  the  fald  kingdoms  or  provinces,    under  the  pro* 
te&ion  of  the  faid  united  Eaft  India  Company,  and  to  hear  and  deter* 
jmine  all  complaints  againft  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubje£ts,    for  any 
crimct,  mifdemeanors,  or  oppreflions  committed,  or^o  be  committed  : 
and  alfo  to  entertain,  hear,  and  determine,  any  fuit,  a<^ion,  or  com- 
plaint,   againft  any  perfon  who  ihall  at  the  time  when  fuch  debt,    or 
caufe  jof  a6lion  or  complaint,    (ball  have  anfen,    have  been  employed 
by,  or  ihall  then  have  been  diredtly  or  indire£tly  in  the  fervice  of,  the 
fidd  united  Eaft  India  Company,  or  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubje^ls, 
and  againfl  any  inhabitant  of  the  faid  kingdoms,    for  a  debt  ariting  on 
any  contra61:,    or  agreement,  in  writing,   with  any  of  his   MajeAy't 
fabje£b,  where  the  caufe  of  a6lion  ihall  exceed  the  fum  of  Hve  hundred 
carrent  rupees,    and  where  the  faid  inhabitant  ihall  have  agreed  in  the 
laid  contra£^,  that,  in  cafe  of  difpute,  the  matter  ihall  be  heard  and 
detennined  in  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature :  that  it  appears  to  your 
petitioners  that  the  abeve  recitals  do  clearly  explain  and  define  the 
powers  and  ]urifdi£lions  feverally   appertaining  to  the  faid  governor 
general  and  council,  and  to  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  afurefaid ; 
tJbatis  to  fay,  that  the  fupreme  court  of  judicaturs  is  competent  to  ex- 
ercife every  kind  of  jurifdi£lion  over  all  Britifli  fubje£ls  refident  in  the 
(aid  provinces,  and  alfo  over  all  perfons,  whether  natives  of  thefe  pro- 
Tinccs,  or  others  reddent  in  the  fame,  who  ihall,  at  the  time  when  the 
caufe  of  a^ion  inftituted,  or  complaint  made  againil  them,  ihall  have 
arifea,  have  been  employed  by,  or  ihall  then  have  been  direftly  or  in- 
diie^ly  in  the  fervice  of  the  faid  United  Eafl  India  Company,  or  of 
any  of  his  Majeily's  fubje£ls,  or  who  (hall  have  voluntarily  madethem- 
lelves  fubjefl.to  the  authority  of  the  faid  fupreme  court  of  judicature, 
in  the  cafe  of  contrails  expreiTmg  fuch  a  fubje£lion ;  and  that  the  faid 
fupreme  court  of  judicature  hath  no  power  or  jurifdi£lion  whatever 
over  perfons  not  anfwering  to  thefe  dcfcriptions;    and  that  the  gover- 
aor  general  and  council  are  competent  to   exercife  every  fun£lion  of 
government,  and  every  right  of  jurifdi£lion,  not  veiled  in  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature  as  afprefaid,  over  all  perfons,  natives  or  inhabitants 
of  thefe  provinces,  who  are  either  f«bje£V  to  the  civil  or  military  go- 
vernment of  this  preiidency,    or  of  theyterritorial  ajquifitions  and  re- 
venues of  thefe  kingdoms,  it  being  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things  that 
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the  governor  general  and  council  fhould  cxercifc  fuch  authority  07ef 
the  (aid  territory  and  revenues,  and  not  over  the  perfoni  immediate!^ 
pofleffing  fuch  territory  and  revenues,  as  well  as  to  the  rights  derived 
by  the  governor  general  and  council,  in  virtue  of  the  faid  aft,  froiA 
the  prefident  and  council  and  fele£t  committed  of  the  faid  kingdoms) 
who  did  exercife  fuch  puthority  ;  and  farther,  to  exercife  every  funfliod 
of  government,  and  every  right  of  jurifdiftion,  abfolutely  and  exclu- 
fivcly  overall  perfons,  natives  or  inhabitants,  of  thefe  provinces,  whb 
are  neither  Biitifh  fubje^ls,  nor  are,  nor  ever  had  been,  employed 
by,  or  direftly  or  indire»^ly  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  United  Eaft  India 
Company,  or  any  of  his  Majefty*s  fubjefts;  and  that  it  ii  alfo  providtd 
by  the  faid  a«^,  that  the  faid  fupremd  court  of  judicature  fhali  notW 
competent  to  hear,  try,  or  determine  any  indiftraeht  or  informatioA 
againft  the  faid  governor  general,  or  any  of  the  faid  council,  forth* 
time  being,  for  any  offence  (not  being  treafon  or  felony)  which  fuc& 
governor  general,  or  any  of  the  faid  council,  fhall  or  may  be  charged 
with  having  committed  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriflfa;  and  thatitifc 
farther  provided  by  the  faid  a£l,  that  nothing  in  t^c  faid  aft  fhall  ex- 
tend to  fubjeft  the  perfon  of  the  governor  general,  or  any  of  the  find 
council  rcfpeftively,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  arrefled,  or  imprifonedj 
upon  any  aftion,  fuit,  or  proceeding,  in  the  faid  fupremc  court  of 
judicature  j  and  that,  in  conformity  to  the  two  preceding  claufes,  and 
eviJently  to  render  the  fame  both  effeftual  and  confident  with  tfce 
complete  adminiilration  of  juftice,  his  mod  gracious  Majefty,  by  hit 
letters  patent,  eftahlifhing  a  fupreme  court  oi  judicature  at  Fort  Wil^ 
liam  in  Bengal,  after  reciting  that  it  had  been  lawful  for  the  major^ 
court  to  iffue  their  fummons  to  the  governor  or  prefident  and  cotiDeil 
of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  to  appear  for  the  faid  United  £aft  India 
Company,  and  to  compel  their  appearance,  hath  granted,  ordainedi 
and  appointed,  that  the  governor  general  and  council  (hall  and  mayi 
from  time  to  time,  by  their  fufficient  warrant  to  be  filed  of  rtcon!| 
name  and  appoint  fome  fufficient  perfon,  refident  in  the  town  of  Oil- 
cutta,  to  be  the  attorney  of  the  faid  United  Eall  India  Company,  wha 
fliall  remain  and  aft  as  attorney  to  the  faid  United  £a(l  India  Cotnpaay 
io  long  as  he  (hall  rcfidc  in  Calcutta,  or  until  fome  other  fit  pcrfoB 
there  refident  fhall  be  appointed  in  his  place,  in  manner  above  men- 
tioned, and  if  any  plaint  (hall  be  filed  in  the  faid  fupreme  court  of 
judicature  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal  againft  the  United  Eaft  Indit 
Company,  the  (aid  fupreme  court  of  judicature  at  Fort  William  inBea^f 
gal  m.y,  and  is  hereby  empowered  to,  award  and  ilTuc  their  preeept, 
dircftcd  to  the  (herifl*,  commanding  him  to  fummon  the  faid  United 
Eaft  India  Company;  by  their  faid  attorney,  to  appear  at  a  time  and 
place  therein  to  be  fpccifitd,  to  aiifwer  to  the  (aid  plaint,  and  the 
IherifF fhall  icrve  the  fame  upon  the  faid  aitornev,  and  the  faid  attorney 
fliall  thereupon  appear  for  the  faijl  United  Eaft  India  Company;  and 
that,  after  fuch  appearance,  thf;  laid  fupreme  court  of  judicature  fhall, 
and  may,  proceed  to  hear,  examine,  try,  and  determine,  the  faid 
aftions  and  fuits,  in  the  manner fpecitie J  in  the  laid  letters  patent;  and 
that  it  appears  to  vour  pctinoncrs,  that  the  two  claufes  above  recited 
from  the  att  aforcfaid,    and  the  preceding  cxtracl  from  his   Majefty** 

letters 
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tert  patent,  do  amount  to  a  Tirtual,  but  certain,  exemption  of  the 
rfons  of  the  governor  general  and  council  from  the  jurifdiflion  ef  the 
{(reme  court  of  judicature,  in  all  caufes  wherein  the  faid  united  Eaft. 
idia  Company  are  parties  ',  that  is  to  fay,  in  all  caufes  originated 
ym't  or  appertaining  to,  the  ac^s  of  the  faid  governor  general 
tdxouncil,  done  by  them  in  their  character  of  manager*,  or  agents, 
f  tHe  affairs  of  the  faid  united  Eaft-India  Company,  it  being  certain 
At  the  faid  united  Eaft-India  Company  can  do  no  a6ts  in^thefe  king- 
rant  or  provinces  but  through  the  agency  of  the  governor  general  and 
uacil;  and  that  the  faid  united  Eafl-India  Company  can  therefore 
Ay  be  (bed  for  the  a£ls  of  the  faid  governor  general  and  council ; 
Mhtiiar,  therefore,  in  all  fuits  inilituted  in  the  fupreme  court  of  judi* 
ilfl^c,  by  perfons  aggrieved,  or  fuppofing  themfelves  aggrieved,  by 
idk  uBsy  fuch  fuits  fhall  lie,  and  be  brought  againft  the  faid  united 
aft^lodia  Company  only,  and  notagainftthe  governor  general  andcoun* 
1|  tiid  appearance  (hall  be  entered  for  the  faid  united  Eaft-India  Com- 
nj,  by  their  attorney,  fo  conftituted  as  aforefaid,  he  being  their  only 
Bcienc  reprefentative  under  the  faid  letters  patent ;  and  that  any  at- 
mfk  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  to  compel  the  faid  governor 
socral  and  council  to  appear,  and  to  anfwei  to  fuch  fuits,  is  illegal, 
id  contrary  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  faid  letters  patent,  which 
lift  be  underftood  to  bear  the  intent  and  meaning  which  your  peti- 
SKiers  have  afcribed  to  it,  or  none :  that,  notwithftanding  the  cfear 
mitatioA  of  the  jurifdi6lion  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  and 
kc  pHvileget  and  immuTiities  granted  to  the  governor  general  and 
>trilcil  in  the  above  recited  provilions  made  by  the  a£l:  and  letters  pa* 
«ft '  ttforefaid,  the  chief  juftice  and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  of 
idicature  have  attempted  to  extend  their  jurifdi£iion  over  perfons  not 
ftfwering  to  the  defcription  of  fuch  as  are  fubjcft  to  their  jurif- 
^ion,  and  have  advifed,  admitted,  and,  as  your  petitioners  have 
^ery  reafon  to  believe,  will  attempt  to  enforce  fuits  inftituted  againlt 
^ui*  petitioners  for  a6ts  done  colle£tively  by  your  petitioners,  as  go- 
smof  general  and  council. 

The  following  being  a  fummary  relation  of  the  fa£ls  to  which  your 
stttioncrs  allude  in  this  reprefentaiion,  craving  leave  to  refer,  for 
more  circumftantial  information  of  the  fame,  to  the  minutes  of  con- 
iltation  and  letters  of  your  petitioners,  which  have  been  tranfmitted 
&d  addrefted  to  the  court  of  dire^bors  of  the  faid  united  Eaft-India 
Ompany,  and  relate  thereto,  to  wit  :  in  or  about  the  month  of  Sep- 
■txiber  laft  a  f^it  was  inftituted  in  the  fupreme  court  by  Coffinaut 
obboo,  an  inhabitant  of  Calcutta,  againft  Rajah  Soondetnarain,  the 
-mindar  of  the  pergunnahs,  or  great  diviftons  of  land>  fo  called,  of 
ollijura  and  Shawpoor;  and  on  the  7th  of  the  fame  month  your 
etitioners  were  informed  that  a  writ  of  capias  had  been  obtained  by 
oflinaut,  and  fent  by  an  ofiicer  of  the  court  into  the  pergunnah  of 
^ftijura,  to  be  ferved  on  the  faid  Rajah  Soondernarain,  who,  terrified 
y  this  a6V,  hud  concealed  himfelf,  and  thereby  became  incapable  of 
'tending  to  the  colle^Vion  of  his  revenues,  and  of  fulfilling  his  en- 
■^ements  to  the  united  Eaft-India  Company,  for  their  refpe£live  (hare 
^Ttrcof ;    youT  petitioners,    alarmed  for  the  immediate  effefts  of  this 
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proceeding,- and  for  the  general  lofs  which  fuch  an  example  was  likely 
to  produce  in  the  public  revenue  of  thefe  provinces,  and  knowing  thac 
the  faid  Rajah  Soondernatain  was  not  fubjefl  to  the  jurifdi6lion  of  the 
court,  being' neither  a  Britifh  fubjett,  nor  at  any  time  heretofore eva 
employed  by,  or  in  the  fervice  of,  the  united  Eaft-lndia  Company,  nor 
of  any  Britiih  fubie£t,    nor  fpccially  rubje6led  to  the  fupreme  court  in 
the  fuit  which  had  been  commenced  agaiinft  him  by  any  written  contn/S^ 
or  agreement  to  that  end,  did  accordingly  caufc  notice  to  be  givea  to 
the  faid  Rajah  that  he  was  not  fubjeci  to  the  jurifdi£lion  of  the  fupreme' 
court  of  judicature,  nor  bound  to  obey  its  procefs ;  and  on  the  30tll 
of  November  following  your  petitioners  received  information  that  die 
writ  of   capias  had  been  returned  unexecuted,    and  that  a  writ  had 
lince  been  ordered  to  fequefter  the  lands  and  eiic6ls  of  the  faid  Rajah, 
and  to  compel  his  app^rance,    and  that,  to  enforce  the  exccutisn  of 
this  lad  writ,  the  fhend  had  difpatchcd  a  confiderable  force  to  CoiTijun, 
confiding  of  Peons,  Sepoys,  and  European  failors,  all  completely  ar- 
med, and  inftru6lcd  to  ufe  force  for  the  execution  of  the  procefs,  and 
even  to  fire   upon  any  perfon  who  (hould  obfti  u£t  it.      Hitherto  the 
powers  of  government,    veiled  in  your  petitioners,    had  never  beea 
employed  in  relation  to  the  fupreme  court,  but  in  aid  of  its  authority ; 
they  now  found  themfelves  reduced  to  the  painful  neceflliy  of  oppofiog 
it,  to  alTert  their  own  civil  and  military  rights,  to  guard  the  property  of 
the  united  Ead-lndia  Company,    and  eventually  that  of  the  BritiHi 
nation,  in  thefc  provinces,  from  impending  danger,  aud  to  yield  their 
prote6lion  to  the  country  aud   people  which  were  placed  under  the 
government  of  your  petitioners,    from   the  control  of  a  foreign  la^vj 
and  the  terrors  of  a  new  and  ufurped  dominion.     Impelled  by  thefe 
©onfideratlons,    your  petitioners  or«.lered  a  military  force  to  appreheod 
the  iheriff's  officers,  who  had  been   employed  to  execute  the  writ  of 
fequeftratioD,  with  all  their  followers.     This  was  effe6led  accordioghr, 
aod  the  whole  body,  confiding  of  eighty-fix  men,  armed  and  arrayed,, 
were  made  prifoners,    and  brought  to  the  prefidency,    where  the  firft 
purpofe  of  your  petitioners  haVing  been  thus  accomphfhed,  they  were, 
by   an   order  of  your  petitioners,    immediately  relealed.      It  appeared 
that  in  the  execution  of  the  writ,  the  apartments  allotted  to  the  female 
part  of  the  Rajah's  family,  which  are  ever  held  facred  in  this  country, 
were  forcibly  entered,  his  temple  broke  open  and   polluted,  and  the 
image   of  his  worihip  thrufl  into  a   bafket,  and  depofitcd  with  mixed 
lumber,  under  the  fcal  of  the  court.     Such  a£ls  are  accounted  indaacei 
of  the  grofTeft  violation  and  facrilege,  according  to  the  principles  aud 
perfuafion^  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefc  provinces,  and  have  been  never 
known  to  ha>e  been  authorifcd  with  impunity  by  the  moll  defpotic  of 
their  Mahometan  rulers.     It   is  to  be  lamented  that  fuch  a  r^^proacb 
ihould  have  fallen  on  the  profjlTors  of  the  mild  and  benevolent  dicUtei 
of  the  Chriftian  difpenfation  ;     not  as  the  cfFc6ls  of  a  wantoi  abufe  of 
authority,  but  as  the  necelTary  aud  unavoidable  operation  of  a  foreign 
law  in  the  barbarous  attempt  to  force  it  on  a  conquered  people.    Toe 
judges  of  the  court,  enraged  at  this  refidance  of  their  authority,  ha« 
declared  their  rcfolution  of  iufli£ling  exemplary  paailhmcnt  on  all  |»cr- 
fons  couceiQtfd  or  fufpcvlcd  of  having  besa  cjaceracd  ia  it,     Withaa 
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ndiftinguilliing  vengeance  they  have  ordered  attachments  to  iffuc 
pdnft  the  military  officer,  whofe  duty  it  became  to  execute  the  orders 
f  jour  petitioners,  on  Mr.  Nay  lor,  the  Company's  attorney,  and  on 
Sr.  Swainfton,  a  fcrvant  of  th^  united  Company,  whofc  only  offence 
ppears  to  have  been  ao  unfortunate  curiofity,  which  led  him  to  be  a 
»e£hitor  of  what  the  court  had  termed  a  refcuc  ;  your  petitioners  have 
ranted  to'  their  military  officer  the  prote6lion  of  the  troops  with 
luch  he  is  (larioned  againtl  any  attempts  which  may  be  made  to 
rreft  him.  .  The  other  two  named  perfons  have  been  thrown  into  the 
DinmoD  jaiU  and  Mn  Naylor  required  to  anfwer  to  interrogatories, 
ich  as  your  petitioners  believe  to  be  the  maft  repugnant  to  the  wife 
bd  humane  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  law,  and  never  before  pra6^ifed  but 
D  the  courts  of  inquifition,  being  filled  with  fuggeftions  of  criminal 
ccniations  againll  perfons  unnamed,  and  cxa^ing  the  violation  of  his 
toblic  fidelity,  by  revealing  the  confidential  iniftruftions  of  his  employ- 
rt  and  clients,  and  the  moll  facred  ties  of  fociety,  by  divulging  the 
berets  of  private  converfation  on  general,  undeBned  and  unapplied 
pieflions.  CofTmaut  Bobboo,  the  plaintiff  in  the  caufe  againfl  the 
tajah  Soondcrnarain,  by  advice,  as  your  petitioners  are  well  informed, 
if  the 'court,  has  lately  inf^ituted  a  fuit  againll  your  petitioners, 
nd  your  petitioners  have  been  feverally  ferved  with  fummonfes  to 
ippear  and  anfwer  to  the  fame,  but  have  refuftd  to  appear,  both  be- 
^aufe  they  conceive  themfelvcs  not  to  be  nnfwerable  in  their  own  per- 
fons for  afts  done  by  them  as  governor  general  atid  council,  and  be- 
anfe  the  plaint  which  was  ..filed  againtl  them  is  founded  on  their 
neiiftance  to  the  unlawful  ails  of  the  judges  of  the  fuprcme  court  of 
odteatiire.  Such  hath  been  the  progrcfs  of  this  unhappy  divifion, 
Wd  fuch  is  the  prefeni  flate  of  it,  What  the  confcquences  may  prove 
'our  petitioners  cannot  forefce;  but  are  morally  certain,  tiiat  nothing 
l«a  determined  and  Ymfliaken  pcrftveran-ce,  on  their  part,  in  the  line 
'hich  they  have  marked  out  can  fave  ihcfe  provinces  and  the  intertfts 
f  the  united  Eafl-India  Company,  and  of  the  Britilh  nation,  which 
re  infeparably  connc£led  with  them,  from  the  danger  of  utter  ruin  ; 
nd  that  your  petitioners  are  informed,  that  many  othcyp  fuits  or 
SHons  have  been  commenced  in  the  fupremc  court  againll  other 
emindars  of  thefe  provinces;  fuch,  for  example,  as  the  Rajahs  of 
*irhoot,  Peenagepoor,  and  Beerbhoom,  men  of  high  rank,  and  the 
cfcendants  of  anceftors  not  very  remote,  .who  commanded  armies^ 
nd  pofTefTed  the  rights  of  fovereign  dominion  over  the  reiats  or  vaflfals 
f  their  rcfpeflive  zem  n  laries  ;  that  all  the  zemindars  of  theie  pro- 
tnces,  and  the  above  named  more  efpccially,  are  indebted  in  cnor- 
lous  fums,  far  exceeding,  as  your  petitioners  believe,  the  amount 
'f  the  whole  annual  revenue-  of  thefe  provinces,  for  debts  moftly 
ccruine:  f;om  extorted  donations,  from  the  ufurious  ^nd  accumulated 
Dtereti  of  many  years,  and  from  other  means,  whiph  are  equally  con- 
f^ry  to  the  laws  of  England  and  to  their  own,  but  capable  of  being 
fiablifhed  in  an  Englifh  court  of  law,  by  exifling  bonds  or  other 
'^tten  agreements;  that,N  befides  the  injuflicc  of  fubjeiling  the  faid 
«rfon8  to  a  foreign  law,  with  the  forms,  procefs,  and  language,  of 
hjch  fliey  arc  unac^juaintcd,  they  would,  by  fuch  a  coftirul,-  be  wholly 
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emancipated  from  the  government  of  your  petitioners,  and  their  re- 
venues loft   to  the   united  Eaft-lndia  Company,    and  to  the  Britiih 
nation,  fince  it  woald  be  impolTible  for  your  petitioners  to  excrcife  any 
authority  over  them  while  they  were  under   the  aftual  and  fuperior 
control  of  the  fupreme  court;     and  the  decrees  of  the  faid  court  be- 
ing  abfolute,  and  admitting  of  no  qualification,    would  always  taks 
place  of  the  claims  of  your  petitioners  in  behalf  of  the  united  Kail- 
India  f'ompany,  and,  by  the  terrors  annexed  to  them,  would  be  eveo 
preferably  obeyed   by  the  zemindars  therofelves,    and  in  many  cafet 
fcrve  by  collufions  or  other  cafy  means  as  a  pretext  to  fcrten  them 
from  the  authority  of  your  petitioners  ;     and  that,     by  fuch  eflfcdi, 
the  whole  revenue  would  be  loft  to  the  united  £aft- India  Companfi 
and  to   the  Britifli   nation  ;    that  the  confequences,    which  your  peti- 
tioners have  above  defcribed,  as  likely  to  rcfult  from  the  exten6oD  of. 
the  jurifdifiion  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  to  t!»e  zemiDdtri  of 
thcfc  provinces,  would  prove  at  this  time  the  caufes  of  others  yetmore^ 
alarming,    inafmuch  as  your  petitioners  are  charged  with  the  defence, 
of  thefe  provinces,  in  which  they  poffcfs  a   precarious  dominion  of  a 
few  over  millions,    a  dominion  eftabliflied  by   the  mere  influence  of 
opinion  and  a  long  fcafon  of  domeftic  peace,   but  at  this  time  afiiM 
with  many  furrounding  danj^ers,  in  the  fhare  which  it  participaicJ  mib 
the  reft  of  the  Britiih  empire  in  a  war  with  the  moft  powerful  flates  of 
Kurope,    regarded  with  a  jealous  eye  by  ail  the  nations  of  Indoitais 
and  at  this  time  engaged   in  a  war  with  the  firft  in  power  and  coafc- 
quence  amongft  them  ;   that  the  lofs  of  the  whole,  or  any  confiderabit 
failure  in  the  revenue  which  the  united  Eaft-India  Company  deriTei 
from   ihefe  provinces,    would  be  certainly   followed   by  that  of  their 
cxiftence  in  them,  as  your  petitioners  do  at  this  time  maintain  a  large 
military  force  in  the  pay   of  the  united  Eaft- India  Company,    which 
v'ould  be  excited  to  mutiny  and  revolt  whenever  your  petitioners  wtrc 
no  longer  able  to  pay  it  ;  and  that  iuch  an  event,  beiides  its  immediate 
danger,    would  occafion   an   invaiion  of  thefe   provinces,    a  calamity 
which  your  petitioners  are  warranted  to  foretel  by  the  like  eflfcd  of  » 
like  caufe  which  aftually  happened  in  the  year  1764  ;  and  that  your 
petitioners   being  in  iuch  a   caie,    deprived  of  the  means  of  refiftaoce, 
thefe  provinces,  and  the  Britifli  dominions  in  India,  muft  fall  a  certain 
facrifice  to  the  ultimate  tfie/ls  of  the  exerci/e  of  an  impolitic,   unna- 
tural, and  lawlefs  authority  ;  that  your  petitioners  arealfo  of  opinion, 
that  the  attempt  to  extend  to  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  provinces  the 
jurildiclitjn    of  the   fupreme  court  of   judicature,    and  the  authority 
of  the  Englilh   law,    and   of    the   forms   and    fi^ions   of   that  law, 
which  are  yet  more  intoleiahle  bccaufe  lt:fs  capable  of  being  under* 
ftood,     would    be    fuch    a    coiiftraint    on    the    minds     of    the  people 
of  thcTe   provinces,    by  the  ditFcrence  of  fuch   la^*s  and  forms  from 
their   laws,  habits,  manners,    and    religious  principles,  which,  under 
every    fucccilive  conftiiution  of  the   former  governments   have  been 
refpec^ed    j*nd    iupported,    as    might    inflame  thtm,    norwitntUnding 
the    known    mildncfs    and    patience   which    conilitute    their   general 
chara61er,     to    an    open     rebellion,    Itfs    indeed     to    be   apprehended 
va  a  time  of  peace^    but  cqnain  in  the  event  of  an  iavahonj   and 
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thfLt  fucb  an  evil  occqrring,  in  addition  to  the  others  already  dcfcribed^ 
would  add  to  the  national  calamity  and  national  reproach  of  having  de* 
fervedly  incurred  it:   that  your  petitioners  have  judged  it  advifcable  to 
relprt  tQ  the  means  of  open  refinance  to  the  a^s  of  the  fupicmc:  court 
-of  judicature  on  this  nrft  occallon,  to  prevent  the  example  from  fprcad-. 
ing,  by  the.  encouragement  which  would  be  given  to  artful  and  rapa- 
cious linen,  under  the  inflru£^ion  of  the  artornies  of  the  fupremc  court 
of  judicature,    and  the   loud  invitations  of  the  judges  themfclves,    tn 
commence  other  a£^ions  againft  the  oth«r  zemindars  of  thcfe  provinces, 
your  petitioners  being  convinced,  that  fuch  would  be  the  etfeds  of  al- 
lowing the  judgement  of  the  fupreme  court  of  ja^icature  to  operate  on 
your  petitioners,  and  equally  certain,    that  the  raifchief  will  be,  in  a 
sreat  cneafure,    fuppvelTcd  by  dcfe»ting  the  ends  of  it,  and  precluding 
toe  hopes  of  gain  in  the  profecution  of  itj    that,  therefore,  your  pe- 
titioners have  rtfolvcd,  that  they  will  not  fuffer  any  judgement  which 
may  be  given  againft  them  in  the  prelent  caufc  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion againft  either  their  pcrfons  or  their  property,  deeming  this  a  cafe  of 
extraordinary  urgency,  which  requires  ihtm  to  aCTume  a  dangerous  per- 
^  ibnal  hazard  and  relponfibility  for  the  defence  and  prefervation  of  the 
property  and  ioterefts  of  the  united  Eaft-India  Company,  and  of  the 
Britiih  nation    coliedively  in  thcl'e  kingdom^ :  that,  in  the  prccedmg 
inftance,  and  in  the  prote£^ion  which  they  have  given  to  their  military, 
ojCcer,  who  was  employed  to  apprehend  the  armed  force  fent  by  the  flit- 
riff  againft  the  Bajah  of  Coinjura,  your  petitioners  are  awaie  thattheyr 
may  be  deemed  to  have  oflVnded  againft  the  ftri£t  form  and  letter  of  the 
law,  and  are  apprehenfivc  that  other  cafes  will  multiply,  which  will  ob* 
lige  them  to  have  rccourfc  to  the  lame  mcan»  of  defence,  if  the  judi;;cs 
of  the  fupreme   court  of  judicature  fliall  pcrfcvtre  in  the  courfc  which 
they  have  begun  j  but  your  petitioners  hope,  that  a  due  allowance  will 
be  made  for  the  necelhiy  under  \^hich  they  act,  which  leaves  no  alicr. 
native  but  public  ruin,  if  they  fubmit  to  the  jurifdifkion  aiTunied  by  the 
fupreme  court,  or  perfonal  ruin  if  they  oppofc  it,  and  are  to  be  made 
liable  to  the  fame  penalties  which  would  attend  the  refifting  a  la*vful 
jurifdi^Vion  j    and  that  it  will  be  confidered,  that  as  the  conftitutional 
and  dilcriminating   lines    by   which   the  wiidom  of  Parliament  hath 
marked  the  fyftem  of  govcmment  in  thefc  kingdoms  have  been  broken 
by  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  and  as  a  refiftancc  to 
that  violence  has  been  a  nectflfary  obligation  on  your  petitioners  in  the 
firft.  inftance,    all  the  irregular  and  extraordinary  a£\s  which  fuch  re^ 
iiftaoce  may  draw  after  it  ought  to  he  imputed  to  the  firft  aggrelFion,  as 
the  primary  and  efficient  caufe  uf  ihem  j    that  your  petitioners  do  not 
prcfume  tiiher  to   pray   for  a  remedy  to  the  evils  of  which  they  hav^ 
complained,  nor    to  point  out  the  means  by  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  petiiiontrs,  fuch  a  remedy  mi^ht  beobtained  and  applied,  the  form- 
er being,  a^  they  conceive,  the  proper  concern,  and  the  exclufive  pro- 
vince of  ihc  uuiicd  Eaft-lndia  Company,  and  the  latter  depending  only 
on  the  wildom  of  the   Britifh  Parliameni ;    that  thu  dcfign  and  prayer 
of  your  petitioners  is,   and  your  petitioners  do  accordingly  moft  humbly 
pray,  that  they,  and  all  others  acting  under  thiir   authority,  may   be 
iademaihed  a^ainll  all  the  legal  coiifc<iuences  of  their  procteding*  in 

the 
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the  cafes  herein  above  recited  and  fuggedcd,  and  that  an  a-Ot  of  Par* 
liameot  may  be  pafTed  for  that  end;  that  your  petitioners,  being  freed 
from  every  pcrfonal  concern,  and  from  the  vexations  and  anxieties 
incident  to  their  prcfent  condition,  may  devote  their  whole  time,  at. 
tention,  and  labours,  to  the  difcharge  of  their  prefcribcd  duty,  and  to 
the  advancement  and  profperity  of  the  great  national  interefts  commit- 
ted to  their  charge. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

February   13* 
No  debate. 

Fehruory  14* 
Mr.  .Mr.  Montagu,    as  chairman  of  the  committee  who^ried 

Montagu,  the  petition  on  the  Abingdon  eledlion,  briefly  ftated  to  the 
Hoiife  what  had  appeared  to  the  committee,  viz.  That  the* 
petitioner  produced  no  witnefles ;  that  he  appeared  not  by 
his  counfel,  but  in  perfon ;  that  he  alledg«jd,  as  the  only 
fadls  that  went  to  vitiate  the  eleflion,  that  the  writ  was  for 
the  eleftion  of  two  reprefentatives,  and  the  return  but  for 
one;  and  that  the  returning  oflBcer  had  not  performed  his 
duty ;  neither  of  which  allegations  were  ilated  in  the  petition 
referred  to  the  committee.  Mr.  Montagu  faid  farther,  that 
from  the  whole  view  of  the  cafe,  the  committee  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  foundation  for  the  peti- 
tion; he,  therefore,  intended,  after  he  had  made  the  ufoal 
motion,  "  That  the  Houfe  agree  to  the  report,"  to  move,  ai 
was  done  in  the  cafe  of  Sudbury,  "  That  the  Houfe  arc  of 
opinion,  that  the  faid  petition  was  vexatious,  frivolous,  and  ill 
founded  ;'*  and  that  he  believed,  in  conformity  to  a  ftanding 
order  of  the  Houfe,  it  would  follow  of  eourfe,  as  a  motion 
that  the  Houfe  muft  agree  to,  **  That  fatisfadtion  be  made  to 
the  fitting  member  for  the  expence  to  which  he  has  been  un- 
neceflarily  put,  in  confequence  of  the  faid  petition  having 
been  prefented.'*  He  then  fpoke  highly  in  favour  of  the  aft  of 
Mr.  Grenvilie,  and  contrafted  the  fair,  impaitial,  and  fpeedy 
deciiions  which  now  took  place  under  the  operation  of  that 
adl,  with  the  flow,  unjufl,  and  party  judgements  that  had  for- 
merly been  given  in  ejection  cafes,  while  the  right  of  determi- 
nation lay  with  the  Houfe  at  large,  wiien  there  had  been  gene* 
rally  few  to  hear  hut  many  to  decide,  fcarcely  a  Houfe  fitting 
to  invefligate  the  merits,  hut  crovvds  flocking  down  to  give 
their  votes  on  the  fjde  of  their  favourite  candidate,  Beforp 
he  concluded,  Mr.  Montagu  paid  high  compliments  to  the 
young  memi)fers,  for  their  numerous  appearance  on  the  days 
of  the  late  ballots.  He  faid,  it  was  with  infinite  pleafure  be 
faw  yrung  men  of  rhe  ti r (I expeflat ions,  aiid  of  the  moft  dif- 
tipguifiied  families,  nien  to  whom  this  country  looked  upas 
\  Its 
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its  future  fupports,  attending  and  agreeing  to  undertake  the 
laborious  talks  of  committee  men,  under  authority  of  the 
wifeft,  the  moft  equitable,  and  perhaps  the  mofl  uleful  adt  of 
Parliament  that  ever  paffed  relpedling  the  rights  of  eledlion, 
and  the  eflential  privileges  of  the  Houfe^  as  far  as  they  were 
connedled  with  thofe  rights. 

Mr.  Moyfey  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  ^'^* 
particular  fituation  in  which  they  flood.  As  far  as  agreeing  ^-^^y^^y- 
to  the  report,  undoubtedly  it  became  the  Howfe  to  do  To,  bult 
fartlier  they  ought  not  to  go,  without  inquiry.  The  com- 
mittee above  flairs,  he  reminded  them,  were  only  competent 
to  try  the  title  to  the  feat,  and  were  not  a  committee  of  pri- 
vileges; and  as  the  Houfe  muft,  in  compliance  with  the 
flaiiiding  order,  award  cofts  to  the  fitting  member,  if  they 
pronounced  the  petition  vexatious,  frivolous,  and  ill  founded, 
it  fiirely  behoved  them  not  to  condemn  the  party  unheard. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton  faid,  he  prefumed  his  honourable  friend     sir  F. 
had  not  read  the  a6l,  becaufe  it  conftituted  the  feleft  com-  Kortoa. 
mi t tee  a  committee  of  privileges  as  well  as  a  committee  of 
eledlion*     Sir  Fletcher  defired  two  claufes  of  the  a<5l  might  be 
read. 

Mr.  Moyfey  replied,  that  he  thought  it  rather  hard  for  his      Mr. 
learned  friend  to  fuppofe  he  ihould  have  prefumed  tofpeak  to  Moyfey. 
thequeftion,    which  bottomed  entirely  on  the  Grenville  a6t, 
without  having  read  the  ail  itfelf.     He  inftanced  the  Shore- 
ha(n  cafe,  and  others^ 

Mr.  Burke  put  it  as  a  cafe  of  compaflion,  and  argued  it  on  Mr.Buik^ 
that  ground  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wpold ridge,  with  a  Itrong  ap- 
peal to  the  humanity  and  feelings  of  tlie  Houfe. 

Mr.  Dundas  (Lord  Advocate)  laid,  though  the  matter  Mr. 
might  fairly  go  to  the  humanity  and  feelings  of  the  fitting  Dundas. 
member,  the  Houfe  had  no  right  to  exercife  their  difcretion  ; 
but  were  bound  to  decide  on  the  fa6ls  before  them,  and  to  adl 
like  judges  in  the  courts  below,  who,  in  the  cafe  of  a  nonfuit, 
muft  award  cofts  of  courfe,  whether  the  cafe  was  hard  or  not 
>n  the  part  of  the  perfons  nonfuited. 

At  length  the  two  firft  motions  were  put  and  carried,  and 
Jien  Mr.  Montagu  moved, 

**  That  Thomas  Wooidridge,  Efq.  having  preferred  to  tliis 
^oufe  a  ground lefs,  frivolous,  and  vexatious  petition,  co;n- 
)laining  of  the  elediion  and  return  of  John  Mayor,  Efq.  to 
erve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  as  a  burgefs  for  the  borough 
►f  Abingdon,  do  make  fatlsfadtion  to  the  faid  John  Mayor, 
ilfq.  for  the  coft  and  expences  he  lias  been  i>at  unto  by  the 
aid  petition."     Which  was  apreed  to. 

F^ruary 
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February  15, 
The  Earl  of  Lifburne  prefented  to  the  Houfe  the  following  Hccotint. 

Navy  Office.  Fei^  12,  1781, 
^n  account  of  the  Sums  »f  Money  laid  out  on  the  Head  of  Extra  oftbeNfffrj^ 
between  the  1  ift  of  December^  1 779,  and  the  3  \fi  of  December,  1780, 
dzftingwjhing  the  fever  al  Ships  and  Services  on  which  the  fame  havebeeu 
expended:  Prepared  purfuant  to  an  Ord:r  of  the  Honourable  Houfe 
kf  Commons^  dated  the  4th  of  Decemhcr  lafl. 


Ships  Names  and 

E> 

cpcnded  for  the 

Guns.     Nature  of  Rcpaiis.     Hulls,  Mafts,  « 

&  Yai 

rds.     Rigging 

&  Stores.            Total 

Deptford.               ^.     s. 

d. 

I-   •«. 

d. 

I'    s- 

d. 

74  Goliah,  building        3037    1 1 

1 

3037  II 

I 

64  Magnanimc,  built  15865     0 

6 

5494    S 

8 

21359    6 

2 

Standard,  ordered 

tobte  built               5644  16 

9 

5644  16 

9 

36  Flora,  built                3602   11 

4 

5a66  12 

I 

8869    3 

5 

22  Myrmidon,  building  3438   10 

3 

382     7 

6 

3820  17 

9 

74  Vanguard,  order- 

ed to  be  built               98     2 

5 

98    2 

5 

Hot  provided  for  by  the  Eftlmate. 

98  Impregnable,  or- 

dered to  be  built         35   15 

0 

35  >5 

0 

32  Alarm,  great              5975     8 

II 

2662     1 

I 

8637  10 

28  Mercury,  built            368  18 

9 

2825  17 

5 

3194  16 

Veftal,  built                1233     3 

3 

3084  10 

10 

43»7  14 

Sloop.  Scourge,  built          35   17 

0 

233  '8 

6 

269  15 

Gutter.  Ranger,  fitted     594     4 

10 

343  J  3 

10 

938  18 

Repulfe,  fitted      547    10 

8 

349  " 

9 

897    2 

Advice,  fitted      434   17 

8 

366     2 

4 

801    0 

*  Refolution,  fitted         3335   1 1 

10 

'535  14 

9 

4871    6 

*  RoyalCharlotte, fitted 3439   10 

3 

2178  18 

2 

5618    8 

*  Manilla,  fitted              17  u    10 

0 

1078  16 

0 

2790    6 

*  Raikes,  fitted               1644     2 

I 

668  17 

7 

2312  19 

WoOLWTCH. 

• 

64  Sampfon,  building     4247   19 

II 

492  18 

0 

4740  17 

It 

50  Europa,   building          317    14 

0 

402  ,7 

6 

810    I 

38  Minerva,  built         10877    15 

8 

3964  II 

8 

14842    7 

32  Mermaid,  building           6   16 

II 

6  16 

II 

98  Prince,  ordered  to 

be  built 

Not  provided  for  by  the  Eftimate, 

50  Ifis,  fmall                   4579     8 

I 

3743  19 

7 

8323    7 

8 

32  Winchelfea,  great        no  19 

2 

no  19 

1 

Thofc  marked  thus  *  arc  armed  Tranfports. 

*  Porpoife; 
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44  Serapis,  agreed  for 
to  be  built    '     - 

50  Trufty,    agreed  for 
to  be  built 

3a  Druid,  building 
Liverpool. 

50  ^Grampus,  agreed  for 
to  be  built 

38  Phaaeton,  building 

1 6  Sloop)  Ariel,  build. 


Hulls,  &c. 

£.     s.    d. 
1245    9    o 


1857    5 


1799    o 

1879    ^ 

512  17 


o 
6 


6 

o 

9 


Total  merchts.  yards  255504  16  10 
Total  King's  yards       276781   17     i 


£.      s.     d. 


85024  3  o 
155193  13  6 
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TottL 
^.   J.  d. 

1245  9  • 

J857  5  o 

1315  17  6 


1799  o  6 

1879  ^  ® 

512  17  9 

340528  19  10 
431975  10  7 


Total 


532286  13  II  240217  16  6  772504  10  g 


On  Works  of  tit  Tards. 

Woolwich. 

Not  provided  for  by  the  Eflirnate.  £.       j.     d» 

Towards  building  iron  Iheds  at  the  ftorehoufe     1089     6     3 

Portsmouth- 
To  500  feet  running  length  of  ftone  wharf  to 

the  weft  fide  of  the  watering  ifland 
To  116  feet  running  length  of  ftone  wharf  to 

the  eaft  and  weft  fides  of  the  Camber      -       3961     211 
To  275  feet*  running  length  of  ftone  wharf  in 

the  boat-houfe  channel  -  -      6765     i   lo 

To  completing  the  rigging  houfe  -  6760  lO     2 

To  completing  the  ftorehoufe  for  fitted  rigging  19 15     3     9 
To  completing  four  new  houfes  for  the  fur- 

geon,    boatfwain,  clerk  of  the  rope- yard, 

and mafter  rope- maker         -  "         57^     5     9 

To  building  a  new  hemp-houfe 

Not  pr  ovided  for  by  the  eflirnate. 
To  building  a  ftorehoufe  for  Dantzick  plank, 

Pruffian  deals,  &c.  at  the  new  ground  45^9  15     5 

Toward  an  inclofure  for  mafts  and  fir  timber 

*t  the  new  ground        -  -  -     1362    6   ,7 

T« 
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The  order  of  the  day  was  to  call  over  the  clefadlters  who 
had  not  attended  on  the  call  of  the  Houfe,    on  the  13th  of 
January,  [See  page  377]  when  the  rfame  John  Roberts,  Efq. 
member  for  Taunton,  came  to  be  called,  no  gentleman  ofFered 
any  excufe  for  Mr.  Roberts's  abfence,  upon  which. 
Sir  Jofeph      Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey  faid,    that  the  lenity  of  the  Houfe  in 
Mawbey.  not  enforcing  their  own  orders  refpeding  the  non-attendance 
of  their  members,  when  a  call  of  the  Houfe  took  place,  ren- 
dered calls  of  little  or  no  efFeft.     The  critical  fituation  of  the 
country  rendered  it  highly  neceflary,  that  the  attendance  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  Ihould  be  as  complete  as 
poffible;  he  therefore,  without  meaning  the  leafl  perfonal  ill- 
will  to  any  gentleman,  much  lefs  to  Mr.  Roberts,    for  he 
had  not  the  honour  to  know  him,  fliould  move,    "  That 
John  Roberts,  Efq.  niember  for  Taunton,  be  fent  for  in  cuf- 
tody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  and  brought  before  the  Houfe, 
to  anfwer  for  negle£l  of  his  parliamentary  duty,  in  not  obey- 
ing the  Speaker's  warrant,    and  attending  in  his  place  when 
the  Houfe  was  called  over." 
W.  North      Lord  North  fubmitted  it  to  the  honourable  baronet,  whe- 
ther it  would  be  right  for  the  Houfe  to  commence  a  feverity, 
from  which  it  had  long  relaxed,  with  a  young  member,  who 
might  not  be  fuppofed,    having  never  fat  in  Parliament  till 
(ince  the  laft  eleSion,    to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Houfe.     Mr.  Roberts,  his  Lordftiip 
obferved,   had  attended  Parliament  before  the   recefs,    and 
therefore  he  trufted  would  not  be  deemed  fo  negligent  as  to 
merit  the  feverity  that  the  honourable  baronet's  motion  went 
to  enforce ;  and  he  farther  fubmitted  it  to  the  Houfe  in  gene- 
ral, whether  it  would  not  be  more  juft  to  revive  the  rule  of 
moving  thtit  a  defaulter  be  taken  into  the  cqftody  of  the  fer- 
jeant at  arms  againft  fome  old  meitiber,    if  it  fhould  appear 
that  any  old  member  was  a  defaulter. 

Sir  Jofeph  replied  to  this  argument,  and  defired  th.it  the 
proceedings  of  the  Houfe  on  a  fimilar  occaGou,  in  February 
1783,  might  be  read. 

It  appeared  from  thefe  extraiSls,  that  two  members  wew 
upon  a  call  made  at  that  period,  defaulters;  the  Houfe  divid- 
ed upon  the  queftion  in  the  cafe  of  the  firft  of  the  two,  and 
it  was  negatived  ;  but  in  the  cafe  of  the  fecond,  that  of  Sir 
William  Courtenay,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and 
Sir  William  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  cuftody. 

Sir  Jofeph  argued  from  this  precedent,  that  the  Houfe 
\vere  now  much  more  lenient  to  Mr.  Roberts  than  they  had 


A.  1781. 


DEBATES. 


U 
h 

CO 

m 


a, 

is 
2 

>     P 

> 

§ 
s 

B 
O 


.  o  o>o 

*»   »^   *i^   •N 


ns  .5  «^ 


II 


CO 


^  00   o 


ON 
CO 

d 

CO 
CO   I 


*^  sO   *^ 


Oi» 


V?  00    C*  00 
O^vO  00 


C    €> 


t^oo 


CO 


o 

c 


g 

OS 

c 

00 

S 


c 
o 
J 


a 

O 

s 

c 

•£3 


o 

H 

M 

a 
Q 


M         va 
n3       >^ 

•5^c  g 

2  ii  S 

^  e  s, 

.S.S  B 
S  »>  « 

^^  ''-«     CO 
♦J     4J     2 

u  fc-  5 

,0  o  o 


c 


§ 


a 
o 


1 

a 

JQ 
Jc 


s 
f2 


Th« 


A.  1781;  DEBATES.  483 

lutiens,  which  had  been  made  in  the  laft  feflion  of  the  laft 
Parliament,  he  confidered  as  a  valuable  legacy  bequeathed 
to  the  public,  and  an  atonement  for  the  criminal  ferviUty 
which  had  marked  and  fiigmatized  their  previous  condud!. 
Even  in  their  piefent  form  they  were  fomething  more  than 
declaratory;  they  formed  a  title,  and  a  body  of  maxims 
authorifing  the  people  of  this  country  to  expeft  from  their 
prefent  reprefentatives  that  which  is  declared  to  be  neceflary 
by  their  predeceflbrs.  They  were  incomplete,  indeed,  in 
their  prefent  form :  they  wanted  fpecific  conclufions  to  give 
the  effeS  and  benefit  which  they  h^'ld  out.  It  remained  for 
the  prefent  Parliament  to  accompliih  and  fulfil  what  the 
other  had  but  begun,  that  the  refolutions,  which  had  been 
read,  might  not  lUnd  upon  the  Journals,  public  monuments 
of  their  difgrace.  He  had  intimated  to  the  Houfe,  that  on 
this  day  he  intended  to  renew  the  important  confideration  of 
this  bulinefs,  and  offer  to  them  propofitions  for  carrying  into 
effeGt  the  refolutions  which  had  been  read.  He  had  chofen 
that  day,  as  it  was  appointed  for  the  fecond  call  of  the 
Houfe,  from  the  profpeit  of  a  full  attendance;  and  he  was 
happy  to  fee  that  his  expeflations  were  not  fruftrated.  He 
would  not  on  the  prefent  occafion  trouble  them  fo  long,  to 
enter  fo  fully  into  the  merits  and  pradlicability  of  the  pro- 
pofed  reform  as  he  did  the  year  before;  becaufe  he  was  well 
convinced,  that  every  part  of  the  Houfe  was  now  in  full 
pofleffion  of  his  ideas  on  the  fuhjedt.  Thefe  refolutions  were 
the  refult  of  a  long,  deliberate,  and  fober  debate,  when  the 
Houfe  was  well  attended,  and  when  a  fpirit  pervaded  every 
corner  of  the  place  which  was  friendly  to  reformation  and 
•ceconomy.  They  did  not  originate  in  that  Houfe ;  the  fpirit 
came  from  abroad ;  they  came  from  tlie  high  and  towering 
mountaiH  of  public  fpirit,  initiated  by  fufFering,  and  aroufed 
by  neceffity.  It  was  that  fpirit  which  had  piled  up  heaps 
of  complaints  and  petitions  on  t^eir  table,  and  had  pointed 
out  to  them  what  was  neceflary  and  what  was  looked  for. 
In  confeqieice  of  this  burfl  of  public  opinion,  the  Houfe 
became  virtuous  and  wife;  they  attended  their  doty  without 
jmy  influence  of  grace,  or  treafury  document  in  their  poc- 
kets; and  adopted  the  fpirit  which  their  conftituents  had 
infpired. 

On  coming  Into  Parliament,  therefore,  the  firfl  thing 
which  had  flruck  him  as  his  duty,  was  the  famous  refolu- 
tions which  had  been  made  in  confequence  of  that  fpirit; 
wd  he  had,  foon  after  he  came  amongft  them,  given  notice 

CL<iq  2  of 
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he  had  underflood,  that  provided  an  excufe  was  made  for  a 
defaulter,  the  Houfe  had  agreed  to  accept  it,  even  though  it 
were  not  fo  ftrongas  the  Houfe  might  witTi. 
M  •  Cour-  ^^'  Courtenay  declared  hin^felf  not  in  the  leaft  furprifed 
tcaiy.  that  any  gentleman  ftiould  take  fire  at  a  monofyllahle,  orex- 
prcfs  an  alarm  at  one  word.  He  had  found  before,  that  a 
finglc  monofylla^^le  frequently  contained  much  lurking  mif- 
chief  in  it,  [A  laugli.]  and  fome  gentlemen  coul^  fte  danger 
where  others  thought  th^re  was  nore.  What  had  paffed,  re- 
minded him  of  a  ftory  which  he  learnt  at  Rome;  there  wai 
an  old  woman,  and  fhe  was  a  Scotch  woman,  whofe  fon  got 
his  bread  by  carrying  dung  from  the  city  in  a  boat  down  the 
river,  to  manure  the  country.  His  mother,  who  faw  gteat 
danger  in  this,  ufed  to  walk  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
cry  out,  "  O^,  Johnny  Anderfon,  John  Anderibn,  why 
wilt  thou  be  fo  venturefome  ?  Wilt  thou  never  leave  off 
challenging  the  danger  of  the  fea  r" 

The  motion  was  withdrawn,  on  the  fuggeftion  of  Mr.  T. 
Pitt,  and  other  gentlemen. 

The  lift  being  ended,  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey  moved,  "  That 
"  the  Houfe  be  called  over  again  that  day  four  weeks/ 
SirThos.       S*^  Thomas  Clavering  oppofed  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  wa» 
Clavering  unufual  to  call  over  th^  Houfe  twice  in  one  feffion, 
Tba  queftion  was  put  and  negatived. 

Mr.Burkc  Mr.  5wri^  rofe  about  half  paft  fix  o'clock,  and  previoufto 
his  entering  on  the  fubje6>  of  his  intendnd  motion,  he  moved 
«  That  the  journals  of  the. 6th  day  o£  April,  1780,  be  read.'* 
They  accordingly  were  ioy  and  the  matter  referred  to  was  as 
follows : 

"  Refolved,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  declare,  thai  the  influence 
of  tlie  Crown  has  increafed,  is  increafing,  and  ought  to  be 
dimini(hed. 

"  That  it  IS  competent  to  this  Houfe  to  examine  and  cor- 
refl  abufes  in  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  lift  revenues,  n 
well  as  in  every  other  branch  of  the  puhtic  revenxre,  when- 
ever it  (hal!  appear  expedient  to  the  wifdom  of  thi^  Houfe  fo 
to  do. 

"  That  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Houfe  to  provide,  as  far  as 
may  be,  an  immediate  and  effe(3ual  redrefs  of  the  abufes  com- 
plained of  in  the  petitions  prefenled  to  this  Houfe  from  the 
different  counties,  cities,  and  towns  of  this  kingdom." 

Tiiis  being  done,  he  proceeded  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  his^ 
reafons  for  renewing  this   important  bufinefs.     Thefe  refo- 

latioos 
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proper.  Something  good  there  was  in  all  the  petitions;  and 
though  they  had  prepared  various  plans,  and  had  differed 
about  the  mode  ot  redrefs,  there  were  two  things  in  which 
tMey  had  all  agreed;  and  thofe  were,  that  retrenchment  and 
joeconomy  was  neceiFary,  and  that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  become  dangerous,  and  alarming  in  its  extent.  The 
laft  obje6b  was  of  the  moft  ferious  importance  ;  for  it  was  by  ^^ 

means  of  this  influence  that  profufion  and  extravagance  were 
increafedp  It  was  the  creating  and  created  power;  influence 
?nd  profufion  were  mutually  dependent  on  each  other,  and 
^  by  their  joint  force  an3  afliftance  were  fupported  and  in- 
creafed.  They  declared  the  neccflity  of  diminifliing  that  in- 
fluence, which  had  rendered  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament 
acceflTary  to  the  power  of  the  Crown,  inftead  of  being  a  ba- 
lance again  ft  it. 

It  was  the  duty  of  a  wife  legiflatare  to  liflen  to  the  appli- 
cations and  the  complaints  of  the  people.  Like  the  fkilful 
phyfician,  they  were  to  feel  the  piilfe  of  the  patient,  and 
having  difcovered  the  feat  and  the  nature  of  the  diforder, 
they  were  to  apply  the  remedy.  They  were  not  to  with- 
hold it,  becaufe  the  people  were  patient  under  fuffering;  or 
becaufe  they  were  clamorous,  They  were  to  ftudy  the 
temper^  to  look  into  the  conftitution,  and  the  ftate  of  tlie 
governed,  and  watching  their  motions,  they  were  to  apply 
the  remedy  at  the  proper  feafon.  When  the  petitions  were 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  thfere  were  general  meetings  of  the 
people  in  every  county  and  city  of  the  kingdom  ;  they  were 
legal  and  grave  in  their  deportment;  th!iy   were  peaceable  ^ 

and  loyal :  fome  rtien  in  that  Houfe  had  pretended  to  charge 
them  with  illegality  in  their  proceedings;  that  their  meetings 
tended  to  diforder  and  convulfion;  and  were  unwholefome, 
and  unfit  to  be  fufFered.  Without  entering  into  any  refuta- 
tion of  a  charge  which  he  confidered  as  ill-founded  and  ridi- 
culous, he  vvQuld  only  fay,  that  whf^ther  they  were  fo  or  not, 
it  became  a  wife  and  prqclent  legiflature  to  attend  to  the 
reality  and  the  body  of  the  complaint,  and  not  to  the  form 
or  the  irregularity  in  which  it  was  made.  This  was  their 
duty  as  well  as  their  prudence  and  policy;  and  in  attending 
to  this,  they  would  chufe  rather  to  diflTipate  complaint 
by  removing  the  evils,  than  by  correfling  the  heats  arifing 
therefrom.  The  diflTerence  between  a  wife  and  an  intem- 
perate government  was,  that  the  one  adminiftered,  without 
juftice  and  mercy,  without  being  influenced  by  the  petulance, 
'  pf:  ^iftprbed  by  the  clangours  of  the  fubjedl ;  it  was  not 

beatc4  ^ 
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heated  by  the  violence  of  refentmcnt,  nor  rendered  fevere 
aiio  nixlurate  by  the  patience  of  fuffering.  An  intejmperate 
government,  on  the  contrary,  entered  into  all  the  heats, 
alarms,  and  fufpicions  of  the  people;  they  whipped  thein- 
fant  till  it  cried,  ..nd  whipped  it  for  crying.  When  the 
people  were  fubmiflive,  the  government  was  cruel;  whea 
they  were  violent,  it  was  cowardly. 

In  confequence  of  the  petitions  laid  upon  their  table,  two 
attempts  had  been  made  to  carry  into  execution  the  wilhes 
of  the  people.  An  honourable  friend  of  his  had  introduced  a 
plan  to  correal  the  abufes  in  thfc  public  expenditure,  by 
which  the  money  would  be  brought  to  a  more  fpeedy  ac- 
count; and  be  applied  more  ceconomically  to  the  public  fer- 
vice.  This  plan,  founded  in  wifdom  and  the  faireft  proba- 
bility, was  fuperfeded  by  a  fcheme  of  the  noble  Loid  in  the 
blue  ribband,  who  thought  that  a  tribunal  erefled  by  hirafelf, 
dependent  on  himfelf,  and  paid  by  himfelf,  vifould  anfwer 
the  purpofe  of  corrc61ipg  the  abufes  complained  of,  better 
than  any  other  fyftem  of  regulation  :  and  by  this  hopeful 
expedient  he  took  from  Parliamenf  their  anticent,  here- 
ditary, inherent  right  of  controlling  and  checking  the 
public  expenditure.  He  trufted,  however,  that  the  Houfc 
had  divefted  themfelves  of  this  right  but  for  a  time,  and  that 
they  would,  on  reflexion,  fee  that  they  had  parted  with  a 
great  conftitutional  benefit,  for  a  chimerical,  unfubftantial 
good.  He  reprobated  the  condu£l  of  the  noble  Lord  in  this 
refpeft,  as  at  once  delufivc  and  ungentleman-likc.  The 
fecond  attempt  to  carry  into  execution  the  wifhes  of  the 
people,  had  fallen  upon  his  (houlders  ;  it  was  a  plan  for  an 
oeconomical  reform  of  many  abufes  in  the  civil  department 
of  Government,  and  for  retrenching  the  influence'  of  the 
Crown,  maintained  by  the  emoluments  of  ufelefs  offices,  and 
of  unmerited  penfions.  The  Houfe  knew  the  circumftanccs, 
and  the  fate  of  that  plan.  It  confided  of  five  bills,  two  of 
which  were  allowed  to  he  printed,  and  confequently  the 
young  members,  as  well  as  the  old,  were  acquainted  with 
them.  The  firfl  was  a  hi'l  for  an  oeconomical  reform  of  the 
public  expence,  by  abolifliing  ufelefs  offices  and  unmerited 
penfions.  The  fecond  was  a  bill  for  the  better  regnlatjon  of 
the  civil  lifl:  revenue  and  expenditure.  1  h' fe  two  were 
printed  and  known.  The  other  three  were  objects  of  tlie 
fame  nature,  all  forming  parts  of  the  comprehenfive  plan  of 
general  reform.     His  objeft  was  twofold,  vi?i«     ^<     Afaving 

in 
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ill  the  public  expences,  and  a  redudtion  of  the  influence  of 
the  Crown,." 

This  reform  he  endeavourrd  to  efFeft,  not  arbitrarily^ 
piece-meal,  and  at  random,  but  upon  certain  principles  by 
which  the  diferent  particulars,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to 
^  effeft  a  reformation,  would  be  conne6>ed  into  one  fyftem^ 
which  fhould  grow  up  by  degrees  to  greater  perfedion,  and 
be  produ6^ive  of  dill  increafing  benefits.  He  conceived  that 
it  was  neceli'ary  to  refcind  unmerited  penfions,  to  aboli(h 
ufelefs  places  both  in  the  Court  and  in  the  State,  and  to  in- 
ipcdt  and  contiol  the  whole  civil  lift.  By  the  fcheme  he  had 
propofed,  there  would  arife  a  favirg  to  the  public  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  annually,  at  leaft.  But  what  he 
valued  more  than  all  this  laving,  was  the  deftru6lion*of  an 
utidue  influence  over  the  minds  of  fixty  members  of  Parlia- 
ment In  both  Houfes. 

The  Minifter  was  pleafed  to  receive  the  propofition  with 
approbation.  He  paid  compliments  to  the  principle,  and  op- 
pofed  it  by  c'etail.  At  firft,  crowded  Houfes  were  feen  in 
•very  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  and  there  was  an  appearance  of 
»  convi6^ion  on  the  minds  oJF  men  t  they  had  no  objeftion  ta 
the  abftrafl  and  general  propofitions,  but  when  they  came 
down  to  fpecific  reform,  they  left  him  and  his  caufe.  The 
fqueamiflinefs  of  the  Houfewas  fuch,  that  after  fwallo wing 
thbfe  parts  of  the  plan  for  which  fomething  might  have  been 
faid,  in  refpedl  to  the  ufe,  the  ihew,  the  antiquity,  or  the 
refpcfl,  they  objefted  to  others,  for  which  the  moft  inge- 
nious advocate  could  not  advance  an  argument.  They  firft 
dwindled  off  from  one  queflion,  and  then  filently  ftole  away 
from  another,  till  at.  laft  the  whole  was  permitted  to  moulder 
andihrink  imperceptibly  from  the  view,  and  he  was  obliged, 
after  much  fatigue,  and  no  fuccefs,  to  give  it  up,  with  the 
mortifying  reflexion,  that  his  own  labours,  and  thofe  of  the 
Houfe,  had  produced  no  benefit  to  his  country. 

He  was  fully  aware  that  there  were  only  two  caufes  that 
"  could  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  a  general  plan  of  reform. 
The  firft  and  the  moft  natural  and  eafy  was  the  approbation 
and  the  fupport  of  the  Minifter.  When  public  reform  be- 
came a  meafure  of  ftate,  and  the  fovereign  was  interefted  in 
the  retrenchment  of  extravagance,  then  it  became  eafy  and 
fecure.  The  other  caufe  and  occafion  df  fuccefs,  was  the 
fpirit  and  the  perfeverance  of  the  people  :  when  they  dif- 
played  the  grave  and  rigorous  fpirit  of  deterrtiination,  and 
properly  applied  to  their  reprefentativcs  for  the  reform^  which 

they 
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they  conceived  to  be  neceffary;.  then  it  was  reafonable  to 
expedt  that  their  virtuous  resolution  would  cornmunicate 
vigour  to  their  reprefentative?,  and  animate  them  to  their 
duty.  He  thought  it  neceflary  to  ftate  this  to  the  Houfe, 
as  a  juftification  of  hirafelf  in  bringing  forward  the  plan; 
for  nothing  could  be  fo  ridiculous  and  romantic  as  a  reformer 
without  probability  and  profpect.  He  ilatcd,  therefore, 
.  thofe  two  grounds  to  juftify  the  prudence  of  his  attempt; 

fince  though  he  was  not  affilled  by  ihe  approbation  of  the 
Minifter,  he  was  fecondtfd  and  fupported  by  the  fpirit  and 
peifeverance  of  the  people.  At  that  time  he  was  fo  en- 
trenched by  the  petitions  of  the  people,  that  he  could  not 
raife  his  eyes  and  difcover  the  enemy  that  lay  on  the  othef 
fide;  now  indeed  the  entrenchriJents  were  removetl,  the 
breaft-work  was  taken  away,  and  the  enemy  might  view  him 
from  the  top  of  the  head  to  the  buckles  in  his  {noes,  and  he 
could  fee  his  enemy  arrayed  and  ^rmed  againft  him.     The 

Sueftion  therefore  was,  whether,  though  it  was  right  in  the 
rft  in  fiance,  fo  defended,  and  fo  fupported,  it  was  right 
now?  Whether  he  committed  a  rafh  and  imprudent  a£l  now 
in  bringing  forward  the  fame  plan  again  ?  He  aflerted,  that 
there  was  no  impi'udance  in  the  undertaking,  becaufe  there 
was  no  change  in  the  opinion  of  the  people.  Their  fenti- 
ments  were  undoubtedly  the  fame,  though  thtfy  had  not  re- 
newed their  applications  to  the  Houfe,  They  might  enter- 
tain the  fame  notions  of  the  neceffity,  of  the  expediency, 
of  the  virtue  of  fuch  a  reform,  though  they  had  not  in  the 
fame  anxious  and  eager  manner  prefented  their  ideas  upon  it 
to  the  Ho6fe.  He  believed  that  many  gentlemen  prefent 
were  well  convinced  of  the  temper  and  the  inclinations  of 
their  reprefentatives  :  and  though  fome  noble  Lord,  with  a 
blue  ribband,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  way,  (remarkable  for 
his  wit  and  humour)  might  be  inclined  to  indulge  his  dif- 
pofition  on  the  prefent  occafion^  and  exclaim,  **  A  fine 
mover  of  a  popular  bill;  you  who  were  rejected  by  your  old 
conftituents,  and  by  all  the  people  of  England  at  a  general 
eleftion,  and  who  owe  your  feat  to  my  courtefy  ;  you,  to 
he  fure,  muft  be  a  fine  mover  of  a  popular  bill !"  From 
this  infinuation  it  might  be  argued,  that  the  people  of  Eng- 
land were  difinclined  to  the  reformation  propofed  ;  that  his 
old  conftituents,  in  particular,  had  evidently  fhewn  their 
fentiments  to  be  averfe  to  the  bill ;  becaufe,  if  they  had  ap* 
proved  of  his  conduct,  they  would  have  chofen  him  again 
.  to  reprefent  them.  To  this  he  muft  anfwer,  that  it  was 
I  very 


A.  1781.  DEBATES.  489 

very  true  he  was  rejedled  by  l)is  old  conftituents,  and  that 
he  had  not  been  choi'en  at  the  general  elation,  but  he  denied 
the  inference,  though  he  felt  the  humiliation.  "  I  do  not 
think,"  fays  the  honourable  gentleman,  "  that  becaufe  my 
old  conftituents  have  not  made  choice  of  me,  the  people 
of  England  have  rejedled  the  bill."  His  old  conftituents 
might  wifti  to  have  this  bufmefs  tranfa6ted  by  a  man  of 
m#re  ability  and  more  authority  than  himfelf,  and  fo  might 
ihe  people  of  England,  and  fo  ditl  he.  He  came  there  hum- 
bled,    but    not    diffatisfied ;     humbled,    but  not  deprefled, 

^  Though  his  old  conftituents  had  not  thought  proper  to  rei- 
turn  him;  yet,  as  he  was  come  back  to' that  Houfe,  he 
fliould  think  it  his  duty  thefe,  as  well  as  in  every  fituation 
in  which  Providence  fhould  be  pleafed  to  place  him,  to  a6l 
agreeable  to  the  fentiraents  of  obligation  and  rectitude. 
Humbled  as  he  was,  he  wifhed  not  to  hare  been  the  author 
of  the  renewed  bill:  but  a  fpirit  of  poHtenefs,  which  ufual- 

,ly  prevailed,  and  which  had  never  been  violated  but  in  one 
inftance,  and  which  he  hoped  would  never  l>e  violated  again, 
had   prevailed  on  gentlemen  to  lay  the  tafk  upon  him,    be- 

,  caufe  he  had  been  the  original  mover  of  the  bufinefs.  He 
begged  leave  to  fay,  that  though  the  people  had  not  renewed 
their  complaints,  they  had  not  rejected  the  bill.  Their  ideas 
were  the  fame,  both  of  the  neceftity  and  the  advantage,  and 
in  fome  inftances  they  had  expreffed  their  defircs.  They 
had  ftnt  deputies  to  town  to  concert  meafures  for  attaining 
thefe  meafures;  they  had  rec(  mmendtd  them  as  inflruflions 
to  their  reprefentatives ;  and  he  himfelf  had  been  honoured 
with  an  application  irom  the  country  of  Devon,  requefting 
him  to  renew  the  attempt :  and  there  he  was,  in  obedience 
to  their  defires,  recommencing  tlie  efforts  which  he  had 
fruitleflly  made  the  former  year  in  the  fc  rvice  of  thofe  fot 
wljom  liis  bcft  fer vices  weie  due.-  He  had  made  no  altera- 
tion in  the  plan  :  he  meant,  if  the  Houfe  vvould  give  him 
leave,  to  bring  it  forward  in  the  fame  frame,  that  he  might 
iiave  room  for  all  the  wifdom  and  all  the  virtue  of  the  af- 
fcmbly,  to  carry  on  and  perfeft  the  rude  Iketch  of  the  re- 
formation propofed.  He  moft  fincerely  wiflied  that  the  no- 
ble I^ord  in  the  blue  ribband  would  take  the  matter  from  his 
hand,  ;m(l  condu£l  it  through  Parliament.  He  would  rejoice 
at  the  change,  finpe  he  did  not  folicit  the  honour,  but  the 
advantage  of  the  plan.  If  the  noble  Lord,  with  his  fliining 
weapons,  would  fight  the  battles  of  the  people,  fecure  of 
the  benefits,  if  not  of  the  triumphs  of  wifdom,  he  would 
Vol.  XVIIl.  R  rr  gh^y 
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gladly  court  the  fiiade,  fequeflered  from  ambition  and  popu- 
larity. 
*  Lt  might  be  afked  with  propriety,  whether  the  neceflity  was 
lefs  now  than  it  was  before?  Certainly  not.  Had  the  pieople 
then  abandoned  the  bill,  becaufe  they  had  been  file.nt  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  Many  caufes  might  contribute  to  their  (ilence* 
It  might  be  owing  to  the  refpedl  which  they  entertained  for 
an  untried  Parliament.  They  might  conceive,  that  as  the 
neceffity  was  pointed  out  to  them,  and  the  duty,  the  means 
might  be  fafeiy  left  to  their  wifJom,  integrity,  and  difcre- 
tion;  or  perhaps,  their  filence  was  the  effect  of  defpair. 
They  might  fee  and  feel  that  their  wifhes  were  incompetent 
with  their  ftreiigth;  that  Parliament  was  fortified  by  influ* 
cnce;  and  that,  as  they  had  nothing  to  hope  from  the  inde- 
pendence, they  had  every  thing  to  apprehend  from  the  power 
of  Parliament,  And  as  to  their  endeavouring  to  extort  their 
requeil  by  force,  they  might  conceive  that  the  remedy  would 
be  mote  fatal  tha'i  the  difeafe.  He  thought  fo  too.  The 
objedt  would  not  juftify  the  expeJiant.  But  if  they  had  hi- 
therto patiently  refrained  from  violence,  tnd  prefented  their 
petitions  with  temper,  it  was  a  fjgn  of  the  want  of  viituein 
tliofj  who  made  the  confcience  and  fortitude  of  the  people  an 
argument  againft  redrefs.  He  warned  the  Houfe  not  to  leave 
the  people  in  fo  pernicious  a  fentiment  as  defp.iir  :  there  arc 
limits,  beyond  which  human  forbearance  cannot  proceed. 

He  trtffted  that  the  fame  unbecoming  a-.d  inhuman  fpirit 
Vvould  not  prevail  in  the  Houfe  now,  which  had  heen  too  vifi- 
ble  on  many  former  occafions,  .of  con  ft  ruing  every  aft  and 
exprefTion  of  the  people  to  their  difulvantage  ;  and  taking 
their  conduct,  whatever  it  might  be,  as  a  reafon  for  obje£iing 
to  their  defires.  That  if  they  were  clamorous,  they  lliould 
be  confid^red  as  dangerous,  and  th^ir  petitions  be  rejected, 
becaufe  their  condudl  tended  to  public  convulflon;  an  J  if 
they  were  quiet,  that  their  defires  fliould  be  r.'iifted,  as  hy 
their  coolnels  they  could  not  be  in  earneit.  Su:!i  vvas  the 
fophiftical  reafoning  of  minift«rs,  and  thus  they  met  the  ap- 
plications of  the  people.  If,  under  the  apprehenfions  of  na- 
tional danger,  they  fliould  prefent  a  petition  in  great  num- 
bers, piaying  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances^ No  ;  they  urc  in- 
folent;  they  cannot  even  be  heard  in  fuch  a  moment.  'This 
is  cruel  treatment;  for  injuftice  does  not  alter  its  nature,  hi 
provoking  the  refentment  or  the  rage  of  thofe  who  fuftr  by 
it.  On  the  other  liand,  when  the  people  are  quiet,  it  isfaiJ, 
Oh,  never  mind  their  petitions,  they  Jiave  to«  much  con- 
fcience 
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fcience  to  purfue  their  ohjecfl  at  tlie  r'fk  of  a  civil  war.  In- 
deed, I  hope  they  have,  hid  Mr.  Burke  ;  and  lam  one  of  ihofc 
who  think  with  them,  that  the  cbjeft  I  contend  lor  lliould 
not  be  fought  after  through"*" fo  dreadfiil  a  calamity.  But  I 
contend  that  this  is  very  unfair  reafoniiig;  hecauie  the  peo- 
ple have  fome  confcience,  that  the  Minifter  and  his  friends  are 
determined  to  have  none  at  alL  If  the  Koufe  were  to  confi- 
der  their  rank  and  their  fituation,  that  they  were  the  reprefen- 
t^tives  of  the  people ;  dependent  upon  tliem,  anfvverahle  for 
their  conduiSi',  and  charged  with  tlie  guardianfliip  of  the  con- 
flitution,  confidering  themfelves  in  that  light,  they  ought  to 
pay  regard  tothe  defires  of  the  people,  by  whom  they  were  . 
conftituted,  and  give  the  moft  ferious  attention  to  applica-'^ 
tions  fo  generally  and  ferioufly  made.  If  they  were  to  view 
themfelves  in  another  point  of  view,  as  a  felf-created,  fc!f- 
exifting  body,  coming  from  the  earth  of  the  kingdom  in 
which  they  lived,  and  attached  to  it  by  no  other  ties  thait 
fuch  as  were  local  and  natural  as  citizens,  without  being 
bound  as  reprefentatives,  ftill  they  were  called  upon  by  the 
moil  ferious  motives:  we  were  at  war  with  ourfelves;  we 
were  at  war  with  cur  enemies ;  we  were  at  war  with  our  allies; 
a«d  there  was  great  reafon  to  apprehend  that  a  more  dreadful 
war  was  impending  over  our  head — a  war  with  ihofe  mari-  ' 
time  powers  by  which  our  boafted  naval  fuperiority  was  fuf^ 
fered.  It  became  them  in  fuch  a  crifis  to  have  regard  to  eve- 
ry method  of  retrenchment.  In  fuch  a  moment  they  ougVit 
to  take  from  their  civil  eftablifliments  to  add  to  their  military 
ferf  ice.  1  hey  ought  net  to  prefer  (hew  to  fubftance  ;  for  the 
cxpences  of  the  war  were  too  enormous  to  be  always  fui^ained 
by  the  people,  unlefs  fometliing  was  done  to  fupply  as  well  as 
toimpoverifli  them,  to  feed  as  well  as  to  exhauft.  The  mi- 
nifter  boafted,  indeed,  that  the  refources  of  the  nation  wer« 
unbounded,  which,  reduced  to  plain  meaning,  amounted  to  no 
more  than  this — as  long  as  there  is  a  penny  in  your  pocket,  I 
will  find  the  means  of  taking  it  out.  While  you  are  patient, 
and  have  any  tiling  remainii'g,  I  have  not  concluded  my  re- 
fource.  WlVile  i^er.ilemen  of  extenfive  landed  property  fourid 
it  impoflible  to  rnife  a  fingle  Ihilling  on  their  eftates,  and  faw 
their  tenants  ftarving  by  the  enormous  increafe  of  taxes,  they 
Vere  roM  that  national  diftrefs  was  merely  ideal,  and  as  long 
as  the  Premier  could  raife  the  enfuing  year's  fupplies,  no  dan* 
ger  was  to  be  apprehended  :  but  fuch  deception  could  not  avail 
to  difperfethe  fubfrantial  calamities  of  the  country,  or  coun- 
t^erbalance  the  good  policy  of  our  natural  enemies.     We  heard 
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much  of  the  fpirit  of  the  people;  that  every  thing  was  to  be 
accoroplifhed  by  the  fpirit  of  the  people.  When  enemy  fuc- 
ceeded  to  enemy,  and  the  guilty  rafhnefs  of  Miniflers  leagued 
contending  fbates  againft  us,  independence  was  to  be  main- 
tained by  the  fpirit  of  the  people.  Abandoned  by  our  allies, 
and  left  by  Europe  to  our  fate,  not  alone,  our  refcue,  but  our 
triumph  was  to  be  accompli flied  by  the  fpirit  of  the  people, 
In  every  fituation,  in  every  danger,  and  in  every  emergen- 
cy, we  were  to  find  refource  or  confolation,  efcape  or  con- 
queft,  in  the  fpirit  of  the  people.  All  this  might  be  very  trqe ; 
the  fpirit  of  a  free  people  would  do  much  :  but  in  his  idea,  a 
good  deal  of  the  confequence  and  efFe6l  of  fpirit  would  depend 
upon  the  ftrength.  It  was  not  proper  to  deny  the  manger, 
and  to  give  the  fpur — that  is  to  fay,  to  deny  the  horfe  his  nc- 
peffary  provender,  and  yet,  trufling  to  his  mettle,  urge  him 
by  torture,  to  exertions  for  which  his  weaknefs  was  unquali- 
fied. The  fpirit  of  the  people  was  the  pride,  as  wtll  as  the 
bulwark  of  the  country;  and  that  fpirit  ought  to  be  roufed 
andnouriflied  by  tendernefs  and  folicitude,  not  depreffed  and 
diffipated  by  fevcrity  and  negledl.  The  body  ought  to  be 
fed,  that  the  foul  may  have  its  energy,  and  what  would  be 
the  greateft  inducement  to  the  fpirit  of  the  people  ?  Partici- 
pation and  example  !  He  repeated  it — participation  and  exr 
ample.  This  would  awake  and  animate  the  dormant  flame 
of  Britain.  Let  the  government  participate  in  the  fufferings 
of  tlie  people.  Let  the  King  fliew  his  fubjefts  a'glorious  ex- 
ample of  retrenchment  and  oeconomy,  and  fee  if  they  have 
not  virtue  to  imitate  as  well  as  to  admire.  This  would  give 
blood  and  bones  and  finews  to  the  war:  the  body  thus  invi- 
gorated, would  acquire  aftiviiy  in  its  movements,  and  irre- 
fiftible  force  in  its  exeitions.  The  honour  and  the  glorj^ 
would  belong  to  the  government.  It  would  be  magnan/m/tf 
for  which  they  would  become  dear  to  pofterity.  Their  namta 
would  be  reverenced,  and  called  up  as  bright  examples  to  fu- 
ture ftates. 

He  placed  Parliarpent  in  another  predicnraent.  If  they 
were  the  mere  creatures  of  the  crown,  conftitutedj^  fed,  and 
dependent  on  t])e  court,  heafferted  that  it  would  he  their  du- 
ty, anJ  ought  to  be  their  inclination  to  advife  the  fovereign 
to  c^conoray  and  retrenchment.  By  the  plan  which  has  been 
prepared,  they  would  he  able  to  give  the  King  that  which 
kings  in  general  very  miicli  defirecl — power  ;  for  oeconomy 
\\'as  power;  it  was  wealth  and  refource;  it  was  men  and 
arms ;  it  was  all  that  ambition  could  cither  covet  or  exert  to 
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accomplifli  its  ends.  Were  he,  then,  the  creature  of  a  defpotrc 
prince,    he  (houkl,    as  his  counfellor  in  his  aflembly,    advife 
him,  in  a  time  of  trial  and  difficulty,  to  take  from  his  civil 
expence,  that  he  might  add  to  his  military  eftablilliment;  to 
take  from  fliew,  that  he  might  add  to  fubilance ;  to  make  hh 
people  happy,  that  he  might  make  them  vigorous;    to  make 
his  war  a   war  of  exertion,  that  his  peace  might  be  honour- 
jible  and  fecure.     He  would  recommend  nothing  that  would 
detract  from  his  true  grandeur,  or  from  the  pomp  of  royalty; 
but  to  diveft  himfelf  of  a  littk,  that  he  might  keep  a  great 
deal;  to  diveft  himfelf  of  profufion,  that  he  might  retain  his 
power.     He  would  tell  him,    that  in  a  moment  of  expenfive 
trial,  it  was  better  to  part  with  that  which  was  ornamental, 
than  with  that  which  was  folid  ;  it  was  better  to  part  with 
the  embroidery  than  the  coat;    it  was  eafier  to  retrench  the 
defert  than  the  dinner.     He  would  tell  him,  that  to  keep  up 
the  parade  and  fliew  of  royalty,  without  the  power  thereof) 
was  like  the  abfurd  vanity  of  taking,  from  the  manger,    to 
decorate  a  poor  ftarved  emaciated  horfe  with  bells  and  trap- 
.  pings,  while  the  poor  animal,  deprived  of  food,  tottered  and 
groaned  beneath  the  wretchednefs  of  ornament.     Such  lan- 
guage and  advice  would  not  be  unfeafonable  or  impertinent, 
if  addrefled  to  an  Alexander  or  a  Charles,  fmce  their  retrench- 
ments might  increafe  their  powers  of  war,  and  enable  them 
to  diffufe  horror  with  more  rapidity,     pjut  to  a  king  like  our|i^ 
who  hated  war,  and  loved  peace  ;  who  participated  in  the  in- 
terefls,  the  joys,  and  the  difafters  of  his  people,  it  mull  be 
at  once  proper  and  welcome;  for  what  was  the  true  glory  of 
the  king  of  a  free  people  ?     Sympathy.     It  was  fvnipathy  that 
made  him  great  and  amiable.     A  king  is  faid  to  be  the  head 
of  his  people,  not  becaufe  he  proudly  overlooks  his  fubjedls 
from  that  eminence  to  which  Providence  has  exalted  him, 
but  becaufe  he  is  the  head  of  the  body  of  his  people,    from 
whom  they  derive,  by  many  communications  of  canals,  and 
joints,    and  bands,    that  life  and  nourifliment  wliich  afluate 
the  whoir:;  frame. 

If  the  ftom^cli  is  fick,  the  lien. 1  is  Jifordered  ;  it  is  aiFedted 
in  like  manner  by  the  other  difoulers  of  the  body.  The 
king,  in  like  manner,  fympathifes  with  the  great  body  of  his 
V  people;  herjoices  in  their  joy,  and  isforrowfulat  their  for- 
rovvs.  Sue  I J  is  our  gracious  ibvereign.  But  a  fa6lion  has 
ftepped  between  him  and  his  people,  and  prevented  that  hap- 
py fympathy  which  fliotild  prevail  between  the  head  and  all 
the  inferior  members  of  the  body.     Tliis  fadtion  it  is  the  bM- 

finefs 
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finefs  of  iParliament  to  quafh^— to  tear  the  veil  that  is  thereby 
interpofed  between  the  Sovereign  and  the  people ;  to  difpel 
thofe  clouds  that  hide  the  royal  countenance  from  his  dutiful 
and  affedlionate  fuhjefls.  And  furely  no  fovereign  that  ever 
fwiayed  the  Britifh  fcepter  had  more  occafion  for  oecOnomy 
/  than  his  prefent  Majefty.     He  was  blefled  with  a  more  nume- 

rous progeny  than  any  of  his  royal  predeceflbrs ;  they  were 
the  obje^s  of  his  pride  and  tendernefs ;  they  ar«  alfo,  fayi 
the  honourable  gentleman,  the  oSjefts  of  our  pride  and  ten- 
dernefs, for  they  are  the  children  of  the  empire,  as  well  as  of 
the  Khig  ;  and  it  becomes  us  all  to  provide  for  their  future 
grandeur  and  refpeft.  The  refpeft,  the  credit,  the  dignity 
cf  the  nation  is  concerned  in  their  eftablifhment;,  and  we 
muft  not,  by  irrational  extravagance,  abandon  the  fair  off- 
fpring  of  Britain,  and  leave  them  beggars  in  the  world;  the 
mere  fragments  of  royalty  ;  kings  of  experiment,  to  fee  how 
farrefpedl  would  be  connefbed  vvith  poverty,  and  royalty  be 
maintained  when  grandeur  was  loft.  It  was  certain,  that  let 
the  prefent  war  terminate  as  it  may,  either  now  or  at  a  dif- 
tant  period,  either  in  the  reduiVion  or  the  lofs  of  America, 
we  fhould  not  be  able  to  maintain  a  dozen  courts  in  this 
country.  What  then,  muft  be  the  confequence  of  profufion ) 
What,  but  that  we  fhall  turn  them  out  bankrupts  in  fortune, 
while  the  parent*s  heart  muft  be  wrung  with  the  melancholy 
refledlion.  His  Majefty,  who  was  inclined  to  cultivate  the 
profperity  of  his  people,  muft  feel  the  diftreflis  of  his  people 
in  this  threatening  luin;  and  however  he  may  be  prevented 
by  the  guilty  interpofition  of  counfellors,  muft  he  anxious  to 
court  tranquillity  and  fame,  by  complying  with  the  wifhes  of 
his  people,  to  reftore  the  communication  between  the  nerves 
and  the  brain  ;  that  all  the  emotions  of  the  body  may  be 
tranfmitted  through  the  fine  du<Sts  of  the  former  to  the  latter, 
and  from  thence,  with  heat  and  nioifture,  be  reconveyed 
through  all  the  channels  of  the  animal  oeconomy,  preferfing 
the  conne£lion  that  makes  them  mutually  affedl>  and  be  af- 
fcdled  by  each  other. 

He  was  very  forry  that  laft  year  he  had  been  obliged  to 
point  out  the  King  of  France  as  a  model  for  our  miniliers  lo 
purfue;  and  they  were  greatly  to  blame  for  having  given  bad 
advice  to  a  prince,  whole  native  goodnefs  would  have  enabled 
him,  if  he  had  been  left  toliimlelf,  to  outrun  the  King  of 
France,  or. any  other  monarch,  in  the  noble  race  of  genero- 
fity  and  love  for  his  people  :  tliey^ were  enemies,  therefore,  to 
his  honour  as  well  as  to  his  crown,  when  they  refufed  to  re- 
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commend  frugality  in  the  expenditure  of  his  treafures.  The 
King  of  France  had  found  fufficient  refources  in  oeconomy 
for  the  fupport  of  an  cxtenfive  war;  in  the  firft  year  of  it  no 
taxes  were  impofed;  the  fecond  year  had  pafledover  without 
any  new  tax,  nay,  the  third  year  had  begun,  and  no  new 
taxes  were  laid  ;  he  believed  the  King  had  not  even  laid  the 
ordinary  war  taxes.  Thus  his  people  felt  the  happinefs  of 
having  a  frugal  princt  and  a  frugal  minifter ;  for  frugality  led 
the  monarch  to  retrench  from  his  own  fplendqur  rather  than 
from  the  pittance  of  the  fubjed;  and  in  the  abolition  of  fix 
hundred  and  fix  offices,  he  has  found  out  a  refource  to  carry 
on  the  war,  without  laying  any  additional  burden  on  his 
people  ;  he  had  ftripped  himlelf  of  the  pageantry  and  foppery 
of  royalty,  but  he  had  equipped  a  navy  ;  he  had  reduced  the 
number  of  his  fervants,  but  he  had  increafed  that  of  his  fhips  ; 
he  had  taken  from  his  own  perfonal  eclat,-  but  he  had  given 
to  his  country  a  marine,  which  will  immortalize  his  reign  : 
were  Mr.  Neckar's  plan  to  proceed  no.farther  than  it  had  al-  - 
ready  done,  it  had  ft  ill  produced  this  eflential  advantage  to 
our  enemies,  that  they  had  fuftained  ths  efforts  of  Great  Bri- 
tain three  years  without  any  impoverifliment,  and  had, now. 
enough  to  begin  the  competition  of  refources  with  us,  after 
we  had  been  reduced  by  almoft  every  fpecies  of  taxation  inge- 
nuity could  invent.  This  was  not  overlooked  by  the  French 
King;  for  Neckar  alone  had  flood  his  ground  amidfl  all  the 
cabals  and  intrigues  of  a  court,  a  ftranger,  and  unprote6ted 
as  he  was,  while  almoll  every  other  minifter  had  in  his  turn 
l)een  difmifTed.  It  was  not  yet  true,  as  related  in  the  newf- 
papers,  that  he  was  difmifled  the  fervice.  Calumny  might 
attempt,  perhaps,  to  blacken  this  excellent  ftatefman  in  his 
fovereign's  eyes;  but  it  was  impoffible  to  blind  the  difcern- 
ment  of  that  monarch,  fo  far  as  to  efface  from  his  memory 
this  honourable  truth, — "  He  has  given  me  a  navy,  and  has 
not  laid  a  tax  upon  my  fubjedls!" 

We  want,  fays  Mr.  Burke,  foaie  fuch  great  minifter,  who, 
like  Neckar,  would  ftrikeout  new  and  bold  paths,  fuitable  to 
the  prefTure  of  affairs.  There  is  nothing  done  but  on  a  little, 
low,  fraudulent  fcale,  producing  temporary  fupplies  by  re- 
tails of  misfortune.  Tedet  harum  formarum,  Thefe  are  vain 
5ind  delufive  fhadows  ;  give  him  body  and  fubftance — corpus 
folidum  et  fucci  plenum.  When  the  refources  of  France  wcrcr 
thought  to  be  exhaufted,  and  every  common  channel  was 
known  to  be  dried  up,  down  Mr.  Neckar  dug  into  the  minQ. 
of  uational  wealth — he  went  to  thcfpring  and  fountain-bead 
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of  revenue,  and  by  demolifhing  the  dams  and  dykes  thaC 
ftopped  the  current  of  wealth,  he  brought  into  the  exchequer 
the  value  of  lix  hundred  ufelefs  places.  But  it  may  be  laid, 
France  rnuft  have  recourfe  toburthenfome  taxes  atlaft — True, 
but  has  flvc  not  fought  with  liritain  for  three  years  without 
them  }  And  an  exertion  of  three  years  may  give  her  a  decifive 
fuperiority  through  the  extent  of  the  war ;  it  may  put  her 
fyftem  into  fuch  a  train,  as  to  give  the  tone,  and  determine 
.  the  complexion  of  a  whole  century.     It  will  give  more  folid 

^nd  permanent  glory  to  the  reign  of  Lewis  XVI.  than  all  the ' 
illuftrious  deeds  of  Henry  IV. 

He  next  fuppofed  himfelf  in  a  third  fituation,  a  creature  of 
the  mipifter,  without  any  attachment  to  the  people  on  the 
One  hand,  or  the  monarch  on  the  other.  If  fuch  was  his  po- 
litical charafler,  then,  as  a  friend  to  the  noble  Lord,  he  would 
advife  and  conjure  him  in  fincerity  to  promote  the  bill  now 
moved  for  with  all  his  authority,  to  adopt  it  as  his  own  mea- 
fure,  and  thereby  fecure  all  the  credit  of  it  to  himfelf.  Thii 
the  noble  Lord  knew  from  experience  was  eafily  done,  for  to 
the  great  advantage  of  his  Lordfhip's  popularity,  he  had  prac- 
tifed  a  fimilar  manoeuvre  on  two  or  three  different  occafions 
already.     Moft  of  the  members  of  that  Houfe  could  recolleft 

^  the  noble  Lord's  dodlrine  fome  years  ago  refpefting  America. 
The  right  of  taxing  that  country,  he  ufed  to  aflert,  was  infe- 
parably  conne£^ed  with  the  very  exiftence  of  this.  He  would 
not  hear  a  fingle  propofition  from  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  for 
relinquiftiing  the  claim  of  taxation ;  and  yet,  when  he  thought 
proper  afterwards  to  do  that  which  was,  by  his  own  previous 
language,  a  political  death-ftroke  to  the  country,  fomethiRg 
like  cutting  between  the  right  and  left  ventricles  of  the  heart, 
when  he  offered  conciliatory  propofitions  to  our  colonies,  the 
whole  credit  redounded  to  his  Lord  (hip  ;  the  moderate  men  of 
this  country,  as  they  were  called,  joined  his  Lordfhip's  party, 
and  reprobated  the  oppor:tion  ;  nay,  even  in  America  tlie  nii- 
nifter  was  faid  to  eclipfe  his  opponents  in  popvilaritv.  In  ihe 
affair  of  Ireland,  the  event  had  been  clofely  fimilar,  for  after 
his  Lordfhip  had,  in  fa6t,  oppofed  every  extenfion  of  the  Irilh 
commerce,  as  long  as  he  could  fafely  do  fo,  he  became  at 
length  a  convert  to  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  behold  the  mi- 
nifter  becomes  fuddenly  popular  in  Ireland ;  gold  boxes  croud 
to  him  in  abundance  from  all  parts  of  the  country  ;  while  he 
and  others,  who  laboured  for  the  right  of  that  kingdom  at  th« 
expence  of  their  popularity,  in  this  became  odious,  as  the  fac- 
tious 
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tious  opponents  of  this  patriotic  minifter,  and  were  even,  as  ? 
he  was  told,  burnt  in  effigy. 

He  therefore  recommended  to  the  noble  Lord,  to  take  his 
bill  into  his  own  hands.  Though  it  would  be  confidered  by 
fome  as  poifon,  as  it  came  from  its  original  author;  yet,  after 
it  had  been  chewed  and  mumbled  by  the  noble  Lord,  it  would 
be  received  as  very  falutary  and  palatable  food.  Such  was 
the  fafcinating  nature  of  power  and  pre-eminence,  and  fuch 
the  ingratitude  of  man,  that  any  little  favour  the  powerful 
Lord  granted,  though  extorted  by  compulfion,  was  received 
with  tranfport  by  the  crouching  flave,  who  was  induftrious 
to  find  out  finiftf r  motives  to  wh^ph  to  fcribe  the  adtions  of 
common  men,  however  friendly  and  generous. 

He  therefore  ad vi fed  him  by  all  means,  if  he  wifhed'fbr 
honour  and  fame,  to  adopt  the  plan,  and  accomplifli  the  re- 
duftions  propofed.  He  would  eftablilli  permanent  popula- 
rity, and  would  annihilate  the  oppofition.  It  had  been  for- 
.merly  advanced  in  favour  of  the  influence  wliich  ic  was 
the  objeflt  of  his  bill  to  diminifli,  "  That  fuch  a  principle 
was  necefTary  for  the  fupport  of  government ;  .that  it  was 
the  aim  of  our  conftitution  to  give  in  influence  what  was 
loft  in  prerogative."  He  was  very  willing  fo  far  to  admit 
this  doflrine,  as  to  allow  t'nat  no  miniller  would  be  uniformly 
fupported  without  fome  kind  of  influence;  for  fuch  was 
the  di verfity  of  human  opinion,  that  no  abilities  could  always 
convince  and  guide  without  fome  bias  in  favour  of  the  fpeaker. 
But  there  were  diiFerent  kinds  of  influence;  one  of  influence, 
for  inftance,  was  that  derived  from  fuperior  wifdom  and 
virtue,  which  never  failed  to  in fpi re  reverence  and  refpe6V, 
and  by  the  exercife  of  which  any  minifter  might  command 
fupport;  another  kind  was  derived  from  the  power  of  dif- 
tributing  honours  'and  emoluments,  and  this  might  be  em- 
ployed with  equal  fuccefs  in  any  hands,  good  or  bad.  The. 
former  of  thefe  influences  he  readily  admitted  to  be  neceflTary 
to  th«  fupport  of  government,  but  the  latter  he  mijft  ever 
deny  to  be  either  necefTiry  or  juftifiable;  for  the  influence  of 
wifdom  and  virtue  woiild  always  lead  to  wife  and  virtuous 
meafures,  but  that  of  corruption  to  corrupt  ones.  The  laft 
wa«  the  influence  of  bribery,  and  deferved  to  be  called  by  no 
other  name. 

The  power  of  diftributing  places,  penfions,  and  honours, 
having  been  always  in  the  hands  of  government,  by  many 
was  confounded  with  the  idea  of  government  itfelf,  and  it  was 
thought  the  one  could  not  fubfift  without  the  other,  confe- 
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quently  that  the  power  of  tlie  State  was  weakened  by  a  di- 
minution of  fuch  inftrumenls.  'I  hey  miftook  the 'emolu- 
ments of  government  for  government  itfelf,  and  confidered  it 
as  a  mere  cabinet,  containing  a  cheft  of  drawers  tilled  with 
fweet  things.  To  be  influenced  by  an  admiration  of  wifdom 
and  virtue,  was  to  poflefs  thefe  qualities  ;  but  the  influence 
of  bribery  he  confidered  as  pernicious  to  freedom  as  open 
force.  It  was  faid,  thut  all  free  countries  were  corrupted  by 
bribery.  When  virtue,  which  was  the  fpirit  of  common- 
wealths and  of  all  free  ftates,  was  gone,  liberty  could  not  long 
furvive.  A  few  were  brought  to  impofe  fl«very  on  their  fel- 
low fubj  efts,  and  the  price  paid  for  their  fervices  was  the  only 
difference  between  a  ftate  poflefling  tlie  forms  of  freedom,  and 
one  openly  defpotic.  An  undue  influence,  he  faid,  preyed  on 
the  very  vitals  of  a  conftitution,  and  eat  up  the  entrails, 
while  the  outward  walls  remained. 

It  was  as  diflEerent  from  real  government,  as  the  mod  oppo- 
fite  extremes  in  nature.  His  ideas  of  government  were  moft 
cflTentially  different.  He  confidered  government  as  the  exer-^ 
cife  of  all  the  great  qualities  of  the  human  mind,  with  the 
mother  virtues  of  prudence' and  providence  at  their  head. 
To  govern,  was  to  be  always  prepared  for  peace  or  war.  To 
govern,  was  to  unite  an  empire  in  one  bond  of  obligation  and 
affe6lion  ;  to  have  but  onedireflion  and  one  purpofe ;  to  hav« 
but  one  interefl  and  one  defi  e;  the  direftjon  and  purpofe, 
the  intereft  and  defire  of  common  profperity.  To  govern, 
was  to  poffefs  the  confidence  of  the  governed,  that  when  the 
envy  or  the  ambition  of  .an  enemy  aimed  an  attack,  every 
heart  might  agree  in  delivering  the  fword  into  thofe  hands 
that  had  held  the  ohve  to  their  advantage.  To  govecn,  was 
to  aft  in  a  fiate  of  hoitility,  for  tlie  intereft  of  the  empire, 
and  not  of  the  rulers ;  it  was  to  aroufe  the  people,  by  (baring 
in  their  exertions — by  propofing  and  beginning  retrench- 
ment, and  fliewing  the  ufe  of  cxjconomy,  by  the  advantages 
and  fuccefs  of  it.  This  was  government  in  his  definition 
of  the  thing,  and  it  was  the  only  idea  of  government  that 
he  could  poflibly  entertain  ;  and  thus  government  was  as  dif- 
ferent from  places,  as  fervices  were  diflEerent  trom  falaries. 
It  was  the  nature  of  influence  to  produce  a  fupine  negligence 
in  government.  Influence  threw  government  afleep,  and  it 
fumetimes  awoke  by  ftarts  and  fits,  after  it  had  relaxed  the 
fleady  reigns  of  virtue,  into  afts  of  the  greateft  cruelty  and 
ferocity.  It  led  to  anarchy  and  confufioii.  By  Influence  and 
anarchy  together,  a  mortification  was  always  produced,  which 
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was  at  laft  cut  away  by  the  incifions  of  the  fliarp  knife  of 
defpoiic  power. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  (hew,  he  faid,  by  a  detail  of  particu- 
lars, that  the  fpirit  ot  the  Britifti  government  was  relaxed— 
that  it  was  paralytic,  undoing  to-day  what  it  did  yefterday, 
and  totally  unable  to  fupport  its  own  weight, 
s  The  honourable  gentleman  now  came  to  a  conclufion  ;  and 
faid,  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  with  any  more  reafons 
for  bringing  forward  the  fame  plan  again,  which  had  engaged 
fo  much  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the  laft  Parliament  for 
fo  little  purpofe.  He  had  made  no  alteration  in  it,  and  he 
begged  leave  to  give  it  to  the  Houfe  in  the  humble  hope  and 
confidence,  that  if  they  meant  to  give  it  countenance  and 
attention,  they  would  do  fo  with  fairnefs  and  candour,  and 
not  with  infidious  refpe6t  in  its  outfet,  tempt  it  to  a  death  of 
flow  and  lingering  torture.  He  called  upon  the  noble  Lord 
in  the  blue  libband,  who  was  to  be  the  arbiter  of  its  fate,  and 
begged,  that  if  he  meant  ultimately  to  give  it  a  death  ftroke, 
that  he  would  fave  himfelf  and  the  Honfe  much  fatigue,  and 
thq  nation  much  anxiety  and  difappointment  by  ftrangling  it 
in  its  birth.  Let  them  try  the  matter  on  that  day,  if  it  was 
to  be  tried.  He  called  upon  him  to  do  this,  and  be,  at  leaft 
for  one  day,  a  decifive  minifter.  He  concluded  with  moving 
in  the  words  of  his  motion  on  the  former  year,  "  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  his 
Majefty's  civil  eftablifhments,  and  of  certain  public  offices; 
for  the  limitation  of  penfions,  and  the  fuppreffion  of  fundry 
ufelefs,  expenfive,  and  inconvenient  places,  and  for  applying 
the  monies  faved  thereby  to  the  public  fervice*." 

S  s  s  2  Mr, 


*  This  bill  was  cxa£lly  the  fame  as  brought  in  laft  year;  an  au- 
thentic copy  of  which  the  reader  will  End  in  th^laft  volume  of  the  lall 
feffion,  page  9^. 

The  following  is  an  abftraft  of  a  bill,  drawn  by  Mr.  Burke,  and 
prefentcd  to  the  Houfe  on  the  laft  day  of  laft  feifion  : 

AbfiraB  of  a  BILL  **  for  the  more  perfe£^!y  uniting  to  the  Crown  the 
Principality  of  Wales,  and  the  County  Palatine  of  Cliefter,  and  for 
the  more  commodious  adminiftration  of  juftice  within  the  fame  ;  as 
alfo,  for  aboliftiing  certain  ofHces  now  appertaining  thereto,  for  qui- 
eting dormant  claims,  afcertaining  and  fccuiing  tenant  rights^  and 
for  thefale  of  all  foreft  lands  and  other  lands,  ten  ments,  and  here- 
dicaments,  held  by  his  Majefty,  in  right  of  ihe  faid  rnncipaLty  or 

County 


50a  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781. 

Mr.  Dun-  M^-  Duncombe  fecomled  the  motion  in  a  (hort  fpeech.  He 
combe.  complimented  Mr.  Burke  on  the  very  great  ability  with 
whic!^  h  had  dated  his  comprehenfive  plan  to  the  Houfe,  and 
for  his  firmnefs  and  afliduity  which  had  rifen  fuperior  to  all 
oppofition,  and  combated  every  obftacle  ;  the  very  ampleman- 
ner  in  which  his  honourable  friend  had  opened  the  bill  he  . 
propcfed  again  to  introduce  to  the  legiflature,    had  left  Lira 

nothing 


County  Palatine  of  Chefter,  and  for  applying  the  produce  thereof  to 
the  public  fervice.** 

It  recites,  that  the  holding  the  principality  of  Wales,  and  the  county 
palatine  of  Cheftcr,  jjs  territories  and  juri(d;£lion  in  many  refpefts  dif- 
linft  from  the  crown  of  the  kingdom,  doth  produce  unneceffary  charge 
in  the  adminifVration  of  juftice,  and  doth  alfo  render  the  revenues 
thereof  of  little  value  ro  his  Majefly  or  the  public. 

For  the  relief  of  the  nation,  at  this  time  greatly  burdened, 

The  bill  therefore  €:na6ts,  that  the  principality  of  Wales,  and  county 
palatine  of  Chefter,  with  all  powers,  privileges,  and  authorities  there- 
unto belonging,  be  for  ever  unittd  to  the  crown  of  Gieat  Britain,  and 
be  wholly  extirguiflied  and  merged  therein  by  unity  of-.pofleffion. 

And  that  itihall  not  be  lawful  for  His  Majefty,  by  any  grantor 
charter,  hereafter  to  feparate  the  fame. 

j  It  cna£ls  alfo,  that  after  a  time  by  the  bill  to  be  limited,  all  offices 
lid  employments  which  relate  to  the  feparate  jurifdiflion,  or  to  the 
land  revenues,  or  other  feparate  revenues,  of  the  faid  principality  of 
.Walts,  or  palatme  of  Chefter,  fliall  be  abolilhed. 

That  nothing  contained  in  the  a£l  (hall  extend  to  alter  any  powers, 
or  rights,  which  the  juftices  of  the  gicat  felfions,  petty  fclFions,  or  offi- 
cers thereof,  at  prefent  !a  vfully  hold  within  the  faid  principality,  or 
which  the  chamberlain  of  Chci^cr,  chief  jufiice  or  other  juftice  of 
Cl.efter,  or  their  officers,  c'o  execute,  with  regard  to  any  jurifdiftion 
in  law  or  equity j  or  to  take  away  the  powcts  of  any  lard  lieutenant, 
-deputy  lieutenant,  cuftos  rotulorum,  clerk  of  the  peace,  juftice  of  the; 
peace,  ftienff  or  c  roner  i  or  to  affcft  the  libernes  or  franchifes  there- 
of; but  the  fame  to  be  hereafter  held  under  his  iMajcfly,  ai>d  not  other- 
wife. 

With  aprovifo,  that  if  any  perfons  having  office  by  patent  or  other- 
wife,  for  life,  or  good  behaviour,  which  by  this  ad  is  taken  away, 
on  proof  of  their  title  to  the  fame,  -Ihali  be  entitled  to  annuities,  to 
the  amount  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the  fame,  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
lord  <;hancellor,  that  their  right  thereto  hath  been  proved  5  the  certifi- 
cate to  be  produced  at  the  Exchequer,  to  entitle  them  to  the  payment 
thereof. 

That  nothing  therein  fliall  extend  to  take  away  any  matter  ccclefi- 
aftical,  which  hath  obtained  by  ftarute  or  ufuage,  or  to  affeft  any  col- 
lege, collegiate  fchool,  church,  hofpital,  or  any  foundation  whaifoevcr 
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nothing  mere  to  do  than  fecond  the  motion,  which  he  did 
with  the  greateftpleafure,  and  the  moil  heartfelt  fatisfadion; 
being  convinced,  that  it  was  an  objeft,  to  the  completion  of 
which  the  very  refpeftable  part  of  theconftituentbody  of  the 
nation,  by  whom  he  was  delegated,  looked  forward  with 
anxious ^xpedtation  ;  they  had  exprefled  with  their  wifhes  on 
the  fubje£t  in  terms  the  moft  plain  and  unequivocal. 

Lord 


but  the  fame  (hall  be  held,  in  all  refpef^s,  under  His  Majefly,  as  it  hath 
been  formerly.  ' 

It  eQa6ts  alfo,    that  nothing  therein  ihall  extend  to  any  flile,  or  titles 

p  of  dignity,  now  ufed,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted  by  His  Majefty,  to  the 

Prince  of  Wales,  or  the  heir  apparent  or  prefumptive  of  the  crown,  or 

any  other  of  the  royal  family,    but  ihall  remain  according  to  the  ancient 

ufage. 

And  for  the  more  oeconomical  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  faid 
territories  hereby  united  to  the  crown,  it  enafts,  that  after  a  limited 
time  there  (hall  be  for  Wales,  and  the  palatine  of  Chefter,  for  holding 
courts  of  great  felFion  or  commilfions  of  aflTizc,  wji  prius^  oyer  and 
terminer,  or  general  gaol  delivery,  one  chief  juftice,  and  one  other 
|u(lice,  hereby  authorited  to  hold  fuch  courts  in  Carnarvon,  Merio- 
neth, and  Anglefea,  and  in  the  counties  of  Flint,  Denbigh,  and  Mont- 
gomery j  and  two  other  juftices  of  the  great  feffion,  and  no  more,  for 
the  other  counties  of  Wales,  the  faid  jufticei  being  the  two  fenior 
iu(^ices  now  holding  the  faid  office. 

It  alfo  enafts,  that  the  appointments  (hall  hereafter  be  in  the  lord 
chancellor  or  lord  keeper  for  the  time  being  ;  and  no  new  juftice  tq  be 
appointed  until  the  deceafe  of  thofe  who  at  prefent  occupy  the  faid  of- 
fices, or  refignation  or  removal. 

That  the  chief  juftice  of  Chcfter,  or  other  juftices,  (hall  not  be 
obliged  on  their  circuit  to  continue  the  fitting  of  the  feliion  in  any 
town  or  place  longer  than  to  them  (hall  appear  convenient ; — the  faid 
juftices,  or  any  perfon  receiving  an  annuity  in  lieu  thereof,  to  be  inca- 
pable of  fitting  in  Parliament. 

It  cnafts,  that  after  the  pafTing  of  this  aft,  all  honours,  manors, 
cafiles,  lands,  &c.  with  their  rights,  members,  and  appurtenances,  and 
which  are  now  vefted  in  His  Majefty,  or  (hall  be  granted  and  fet  over 
unto  (inwhofe 

feifin  and  poflellion  the  fame  premifcs  are  hereby  declared  to  be)  their 
heirs  and  alfigns,  to  hold  the  fame,  and  every  part  thereof,  unto  the 
faid  their  heirs  and 

aifjgns,  for  ever,  upon  truft,  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  the  fame  in  the  man- 
ner hereinafter  expreffed. 

It  therefore  enafts,  that  the  faid  truftecs,  and  the  furvivor  of  them^ 
or  any  or  more  of  them,,  (ball  execute,  to  every  perfon, 

bodies  corporate  and  politic,  their  beirs,  fucceflbrs,  and  alfigns,  who 
ihall  become  purchafers  of  fuch  conveyances  as  the  purchafers,  their 
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Ld.Korth«  Lord  North  faid,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe  had  called  upon  him  to  declare  his  opinion 
of  his  propofed  bill,  and  to  inform  the  Houfe  what  conduS 
he  meant  to  purliie,  with  refped>  to  it,  he  would  very  can- 
didly declare,  that  his  opinion  on  the  fubjefl  was  not  at  all  al- 
tered from  that  he  entertained  the  laft  year  ;  and  that  though 
he  did  not  difapproVeof  the  plan  in  toto,  yet  the  parts  which 

appeared 


heirs,  and  affigns,  (hall  reafonably  require  fuch  conveyances  to  be  valid 
to  the  parties  againft  the  prefcnt  or  any  future  Prince  of  Wales,  or 
Farl  of  Chefler,  notwithAanding  any  mifnaniing,  mifrecitai,  or  other 
error  whatfoever. 

That  the  commilIioner5?,  or  any  of  them,  before 

they  proceed  to  the  fale  of  the  lands,  ihall  caufe  a  fearch  to  be  made  in 
the  rolls,  files,  or  other  records,  kept  in  the  Exchequer  of  Wales,  the 
office  of  furveyor  thereof,  the  office  of  the  chamberlain  of  tbc  county 
palatine  of  Chefter,  or  in  any  other  office  of  receipt  of  Chefterj  asal- 
fo  in  the  office  of  the  furveyor  general  of  Jlis  Majefty's  land  revenue  j 
and  ihall  from  thence  caufe  a  fchedule  to  be  made  of  all  lands,  tene- 
ments, rents,  forefts,  and  other  hereditaments,  now  in  the  fcifin  of  Hifr 
^lajefty  j  diftinguiihing  the  eftates  and  intcrcfts  of  the  feveral  tenants, 
with  their  rents  and  fines  for  twenty  years  pad,  as  well  as  the  counties, 
hundreds,  and  wapentakes,  or  forefts,  in  which  they  lie  i  and  the  faid 
fchedule  fli^U  be  delivered  to  the  fecrctary  ^f  the  commilfion  tobeap« 
pointed  by  this  afk,  together  with  a  reference  on  each  article  to  there- 
cords,  by  which  the  faid  lands  appear  to  be  within  the  time  aforefaid  ia 
il^e  fcifin  of  his  prefent  and  late  Majefty,  or  to  have  paid  rent  or  fine 
to  the  king,  as  of  the  faid  principality  or  county  palatine. 

That  all  perfons  claiming  »n  intercft  in  the  (aid  lands,  may  have  re- 
couife  to  the  faid  fchedule,  and  infpc6t  and  make  a  copy  of  any  part 
thereof,  on  paying  a  fee  to  be  ftated  by  the  bill. 

And  for  the  more  effcflually  quieting  poflcflion,  and  for  prcVentioi 
gf  fuits  and  quarrels,  it  enafts,  that  no  manor,  lands,  tenements,  ad- 
vowfons  excepted,  Ihall  be  fold  by  the  commiflioners,  unlefsthe  fame 
have  been  in  the  aftual  feifin  of  the  late  or  prefent  King,  or  have  been 
put  in  charge  and  anfwered  to  His  Majefty,  by  reafon  of  the  faid  prin- 
cipality or  county  palatine,  within  twenty  years  paft. 

It  alfo  enacts,  that  all  perfons  who  hold  either  by  themfelvcsorfrom 
their  anceftors,  and  all  who  claim  by,  or  under  them,  any  honours, 
manors,  lands,  &c.  within  the  faid  pnncipahtv,  or  county  palatine, 
md  who  have  not  paid  or  been  chargtd  w  thin  the  term  aforefaid,  (hall| 
according  to  their  feveral  eftates  and  inter  efts  hereafter  quietly  hold 
the  fame  againft  His  Majefty,  and  againft  an\  Prince  of  Wales,  or  Earl 
of  Chcftcr,  oranyperfons  who  claim  under  His  Majefty  in  right  of  the 
fame,  by  grant  or  Icafc,  commenced  within  twentj  yars. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  the  difturbance  of  tcnaut^  in  poCTcffion  of 
*ny  lauds  in  this  aa  direded  to  be  fold,  it  ena.is,  that  the  commif- 
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appeared  to  Mm  to  be  proper  to  be  adopted,  bore  fo  fmall  a 
comparifon  with  the  whole  of  the  vc^ry  comprehenfive  fcherae, 
that  he  ftiould  be  obliged  to  oppofe  it  in  tome  future  ftjge  of  , 

the  bill :  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  de- 
cent or  candid  for  him,  upon  his  own  private  opimon,  to 
fet  his  face  againft  the  bill  in  its  firft  ftage,  by  oppofing  its 
introdudlion^    fince  there  were  many  new  members  in  the 

Houfe, 


fioners  by  this  aft  appointed  fliall  give  a  preference  to  the  tenants  in 
poffeffion,  in  the  purchafe  of  any  reVerfion,  rent,  fine,  or  acknow- 
ledgement, payable  to  His  Majefty  in  right  of  his  faid  principality  or 
county  palatine  ;  and  that  the  faid  commitiioners,  er  any 
of  thjem,  are  authorized  to  agree  with  the  faid  tenant,  on  fuch  tcrmi 
that  the  faid  tenant  purchafing  the  premifes  may  have  a  profit  of  five 
per  cent,  in  the  purchafe  thereof,  taken  upon  the  rate  of  the  prcfent 
rent  charge  to  His  Majefty,  and  the  value  of  the  accuftomcd  fine  on 
any  renewal  of  leafes :  provided,  that  if  the  faid  tenant  doth  not  pay 
one  fourth  part  of  the  purchafe  money  at  the  time  of  making  the  agree- 
ment, and  one  other  fourth  partOii  feaiing  his  conveyance,  and  give  fuch 
fccurity  as  by  the  faid  comniiflioners  (hall  be  approved,  for  paying  the 
refidue  within  one  year,  the  faid  fale  to  be  void  j  and  if  any  of  the  faid 
tenants  refufe  to  purchafe^  and  pay  as  aforefaid,  the  (kid  eftate  (hall  be 
fet  up  to  fale,  and  fold  tothchigheft  bidder,  payingand  giving  fecurity 
as  aforefaid  :  and  that  no  conveyance  (hall  be  cunclufively  made,  until 
the  bargain  be  approved  by  the  lords  of  the  Trcafury 

And  for  the  more  profitable  difpofition  of  the  forcft  lands,  it  enacts, 
that  the  faid  commiilioners  (hnll  caufc  a  furvey  to  be  made,  diftinguilh- 
ing  in  the  fevcral  parts  thereof  the  timber  wood,  and  underwood  ;  aa 
entry  whereof  to  be  made  in  the  obfervations  on  the  faid  furvey,  and  t« 
be  returned  to  the  commiilioners  ;  diftingui(hing  alfo  the  quality  of  the 
foil,  and  the  mines,  if  there  be  any,  or  the  probability  of  minerals  to  be 
found,  to  the  beft  of  thei^  (kill. 

It  likewife  ena.^s,  that  after  the  faid  furvey  is  completed,  the  com- 
miflioners  (hall  hear  and  adjudge  the  rightN  of  all  perfons  claiming 
common  of  pafture,  agi(Vment,  pannage,  lutbary,  or  any  other  com- 
mon of  patturc  in  the  faid  forefts^  and,  upon  an  exammation  of  the 
value  of  their  feveral  rights,  eftimated  on  the  profits  of  the  number  of 
cattle  which  have  been  ufually  kept  therieon,  or  other  profits  by  right  of 
common,  convenient  portions  of  land  (hall  be  fet  out  according  to  the 
value  of  their  feveral  rights. 

And,  for  the  better  encouragement  to  the  faid  inclofure,  and  to  pre- 
vent partiality,  or  inconvenient  introdnftion  of  ftrangers,  it  enacts, 
that  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  faid  commiilioners,  to  offer  the  preference 
of  the  refidc  of  iphe  faid  foreft  land^i  to  thofe  perfons  who  hold  in  law  or 
in  equity,  lanilsof  inheritance  within  the  faid  forefi."?,  according  to  the 
value  of  the  land  held  by  each  perfon  ;  and  the  commiilioners  (hall 
(^ufe  th^  faid  lands  to  be  divided  into  convenient  portions^    according 
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Houfe,  who,  though  they  might  have  a  general  knowledge 
of  the  fubjeft,  could  not  be  properly  informed  upon  it  to 
determine  what  line  of  condu<5l  to  purfue,  until  the  firft  read- 
ing  of  the  bill,  when  he  prefumed  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  move  the  tloufe  to  order  it  to  be  printed;  by  which 
means  the  members  would  be  put  in  pofleflion  of  all  the  necef- 
fary  information^  and  that  then  it  would  become  bis  Lord- 

fhip's 


to  their  feveral  interefts,  and  the  fame  to  be  valued  at  the  profit  of  five 
per  cent,  to  the  purchafers,  with  a  provifo,  that  if  any  of  the  borderen 
iball  refufe  to  purchafe  on  the  fame  terms,  the  portion  of  him  or  her 
rcfufingf  ihall  be  offered  to  the  perfon  whofe  eftate  lies  next  to  the  fald 
portion,  and  thus  until  all  have  refufed;  and  if  all  fhal  refufe  to  be- 
come purchafers,  the  land  to  be  fet  up  to  the  higheft  bidder 

IHlat  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  entitled  to  a  portion  of  land  in  com* 
penfation  for  right  of  common,  be  minded  to  fell  the  fame,  in  two 
yeats  after  the  allotment  aforefaid,  he  fhall  give  the  preference  to  the 
bordereis,  in  manner  aforefaid,  before  he  fhall  contra6t  with  any 
firanger,  oiherwife  thefale  to  be  void. 

That'  if  any  mines  (hall  be  difcovered  within  any  of  the  faid  foreft 
Unds^'  the  fame  to  be  confidered  as  the  property  of  the  feveral  propric* 
tors  of  the  land  in  which  the  fame  are  found,  fubjcck  only  to  thepro- 
vifions  of  the  ift  and  5th  of  King  William. 

It  farther  enacts,  that  no  perfons,  except  thofe  already  entitled  by 
Icafe  or  grant  from  his  Majcfty,  (hall  enter  into  any  mine,  in  any  of 
the  forcft-  by  this  i^  directed  to  be  f  "Id,  or  within  the  faid  principality 
and  county  palatine,  without  the  confcnt  of  the  proprietor  of  the  (aid 
lands. 

That  if  any  perfon  enjoying  a  leafe,  of  which  the  reverlion  is  in  His 
Majefty,  for  fearching  and  working  of  mines,  upon  any  lands,  other 
than  thofe  in  their  own  proper  feifin,  the  faid  reverfion  (hall  be  offered, 
at  the  rate  appointed  for  theialeof  lands  by  this  a£):  direftod,  to  the 
holders  of  lands  fevcrally  over  which  the  faid  rights  extend  5  and  in 
cafe  the  faid  proprietors  (hould  refufe  to  purchafe  the  fame,  the  faid 
rights  to  be  offeted  to  the  leflces  or  giantees  of  the  particular  ellatc,  and 
in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  be  fet  up  to  fale  to  the  higheft  bidder. 

The  commilTioiiers  to  rcferve  for  fale  any  portion  of  land,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  acres  in  each  allotment,  where  it  may  feem  moft 
convenient  for  the  building  of  a  town  or  village,  and  to  put  the  fame 
into  town  lots,  and  to  grant  the  fame  in  fee,  on  fecurity  given  for  the 
building  of  houfes  and  cottages  thereon. 

It  alfo  emfkSf  that  when  anv  part  of  the  faid  f  )refts  is  waftc,  and 
not  within  any  p^rfh,  or  where  the  oarilh  may  be  deemed  by  ihern  too 
large,  the  commilIiv)ners  may  Hot  and  fetappart  from  fdle  any  portion 
of  land,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  acres  in  any  one  portion  ;  to  be  an 
endowment  for  bunding  a  church  to  be  let  f«r  the  faid  purpofe,  for 

f«ch 


A.  1781.  .DEBATES/  505 

Ihip's  duty  to  fuggeft  fuch  objedlions  and  obfervations  to  the 
Uoufe  as  might  occur  to  him. 

The  Houfe  refplved,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill:  on  the  19th  inftant. 

.  February  i6. 

In  a  committee  of  fupply  on  the  motion  of  Sir  Richard 
Sutton>  came  to  the  following  refolutions  :  that  13,4521.  be 
granted  as  a  compenfation  to  the  truftees  for  putting  in  exe- 
cution an  a£l  of  laft  feffion  for  vefting  lands  for  the  fecurity 

of. 

T^ : ■ ^ — ^ 

fuch  term,  as  to  their  difcretlpn^fhall  feem  meet;  the  rents  to  he  in  the 
bifhop  of  the  diocefe,  to  hold  the  fame  in  trull;  that  the  fame  be  applied 
towards  the  building  of  the  faid  church,  whenever  fifty  houiholders  in 
the  neighbourhood  fhall  certify  that  a  church  is  wanting 

That  when  the  church  (hall  be  built,  it  Ihall  be  lawful  for  the  bifhop 
of  the  diocefe  to  fettle  the  bounds  of  each  church  di(lri6l,  which, 
after  fuch  appointment,  fhall  be  declared  a  parifli,  with  a  provifo,  if 
it  ihall  be  proved,  to  the  fatisfa^ion  of  the  commiflione.rs,  that  any 
impropriator  ihall,  by  fuch  difpoiition,  be  proved  to  fuflfer  any  detriment 
by  fuch  diftribution,  he  ihall  be  compenfated  according  to  his  lofs, 
from  the  fund  arifing  from  the  fale  of  the  foreft  lands. 

That  the  collation  to  the  faid  pariihes  ihall  be  in  the  bifhop,  and  his 
fucceflbrs  ;  and  when  the  bifhop  ihall  collate  to  the  faid  new  church,  the 
alloted  laads  ihall  be  divefled  from  the  bifhop^  and  veded  in  the  re£lor, 
and  to  be  in  full  of  the  tythe. 

And  for  the  more  fpeedy  colle£lion  of  the  arrears  of  rents,  and  duties, 
payable  tbhis  Majcfty,  in  right  of  the  faid  principality  orxounty  pa- 
latine, and  for  the  relief  of  ihofe  indebted  to  his  Majefty,  it  farther 
ena^s,  that  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  commiflioners,  at  their  difcretion, 
on  examining  the  parties,  to  compound  the  fame ;  and  if  it  ihall  appear 
neceifary  on  prompt  payment,  or  fecurity  given  for  payment  within  one 
year,  which  fecurity  they  are  authorifed  to  take,  and  compel  payment 
by  procefs'  out  of  the  Exchequer,  as  debts  due  to  the  crown  ;  and  the 
Barons  of  tHc  Exchequer  are  required  to  ifTue  the  procefs. 

That  upon  payment  of  the  money  into  the  Exchequer,  the  debtors 
ihall  iland  difchargad  of  their  original  debts. 

It  farther  enafts.  That  all  fums  of  money  produced  by  fale  of  any'     ' 
lands  or  hereditaments  aforefaid,  pr  by  the  payment  or  compofition  of 
any  debts,  be  made  part  of  the  finking  fund. 

And  that  all  records  relative  to  tHe  principality  of  Wales,  or  palatine 
of  Chefler,  by  this  a£i  united  to  the  crown,  fhall  be  delivered  to  the 
keeper  of  records  in  the  tower,,  rolls  chapel,  or  Exchequer,  there  to  be 
kept  with  true  catalogues  of  the  principal  heads  thereof. 
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of  docks^  dorts,  and  fhipping,  at  Plymouth  and' Sbe^aefi^ 

and  for  defending  Tilbury  Fort. 

And  20,67  il.  for  like  purpofe  at  Cbatbam* 

Mr.  T.  Townjhend  complained  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
motion  was  expreiled,  and  faid  it  was  unufual :  the  honour- 
able Baronet  had  mored  for  a  fpecific  fum,  whereas  it  was  cus- 
tomary to  move  in  the  committee  of  fupplyfor  a  fam  not  ex- 
ceeding a  given  fum.  And  be  thought^  tbat  in  con^pliafice 
with  an  eftablifhed  caftom,  thefe  two  words  <^  not  excee4iog^* 
iliould  be  inferted  in  the  motion. 

The  Honourable  Mr»  Marjham  obferved,  that  the  public 
had  been  obliged  to  give  five  and  thirty  years  purchaie  for 
them;  he  wiflied,  therefore,  to  know  whether  the  value hal 
been  determined  by  a  jury,  or  whether  the  fums  now  moved 
for  were  in  confequence  of  a  bargain  made  by  the  Treafuryj 
without  the  intervention  of  a  jury. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  faid)  the  fums  he  had  moved  for  were  in 
confeqnence  of  a  verdi£^,  a  jury  having  (at  upon  each  efti* 
mate :  as  to  the  omifBon  of  the  words  *^  not  exceeding,'*  it 
was  by  no  means  material;  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  rather  have  them  inferted  than  left  out,  he  had  not 
the  leaft  obje£lion  to  gratify  him :  his  only  reafon  for  leaving 
them  out,  was,  that  as  the  turns  had  been  fpecially  allowed  by 
the  juries,  he  thought  it  uAneceflary  to  qualify  his  motion, 
and  had,  therefore,  moved  for  the  fpecific  fums  fo  allowed. 

Agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  the  19th* 

February  1 9* 

Right  lionourable  T.  7c>i(/»/^^»^/ dated  to  the  Houfe,  that 
Mr.  Roberts,  who  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  thecuftody  of 
the  ferjeant  at  arms,  was  now  in  town,  and  from  the  cireum« 
fiance  of  his  fituation  it  was  evident,  that  hisabfence  from  the 
Houfe  on  the  day  of  call,  was  the  effeft  of  indifj^fition;  he 
had  been  influenced  by  no  private  or  perfanal  n^otiyes  in  fe- 
conding  the  motion  for  taking  hin>  into  cuftody  ;  an4  b^t 
therefore,  begged  leave  to  move,  "  That  be  (hould  be  difchar- 
ged  from  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  axms.'^ 

Ordered. 

Mr.  Robert s  then  came  to  his  feat,  and  in  a  fhort  (peccH 
exprefled  his  gratitude  of  thanks  to' the  Hotife  for  their  in- 
dulgence and  lenity,  and  aflured  them  it  was  not  contempt  or 
neglience  that  had  made  him  difobey  the  call  of  the  Houfci 
he  was  confined  by  illnefs,  and  was  a£tua]Iy  found  in  bed  by 
the  mefienger  of  the  Houfe^  and  it  was  bts  miiforttiof  tli^t 
3  b*» 
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liis  colleague  was  alfo  unwdl,  fo  that  neither  of  them  could 
appear  in  their  places  to  apologize  for  each  other*  <  1 

Mr.  Burke  now  brought  in  his  bill,  entitled,  **  An  aft  for  Mr.Burkj 
the  better  regulation  of  his  Majefty's  civil  eftafilifliments, 
and  of  certain  public  offices,  for  the  limitation  of  penfions, 
and  the  fuppreffion  of  fundry  ufelefs,  expenfive,  and  incon- 
venient places ;  and  for  applying  the  monies  faved  thereby  to 
the  public  fervice."  It  was  read  a  firfl  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  Mr.  Burke^moved,  that  it  ihould  be  read  for 
the  fecond  time  on  Thurlilay  next. 

Earl  Nugent  rofe,  and  objefled  to  its  being  read  on  that  £arl 
day.  It  was  too  early  for  fo  important  a  purpoie.  There  Nugent* 
were  many  young  members  who  could  not  be  conceived  to  be 
in  pofleffion  of  the  plan,  large  and  comprehenfive  as  it  was» 
and  who  could  not  make  themfelves  matters  of  it  in  fo  ftiort 
a  time*  Gentlemen  would  confider  that  there  was  not  one 
Jay  before  Thurfday  on  which  they  coulcj  read  it  with  the  at- 
tention which  it  deferved,  fince  it  could  not  be  printed  before 
Wednefdpy  morning,  and  Wednefday  was  the  Fail  Day,  He 
was  one  of  thofe  who  thought,  like  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribband,  that  there  was  a  great  deal  in  the  bill  which  Par- 
liament ought  not  to  adept,  and  fomething  which,  perhaps, 
upon  confideration  they  might  £nd  to  be  proper  and  wife ;  it 
comprehended  various  innovations  unprecedented  in  our  con- 
ilitution^  and  which  metited  the  moft  mature  deliberation. 
Many  Weighty  arguments  had  been  urged  againft  it  laft  year, 
and  principally  this,  that  it  tended  to  violate  the  facred  rights 
of  property.  Yet  he  would  freely  acknowledge,  that  feveral 
claufes  of  the  bill  met  his  hearty  confent,  for  that  man  mull 
be  abfurd  or  profligate  who  would  deny  that  ceconomy  wat 
neceflary,  or  that  corrupt  influence  ought  to  be  fupported; 
he  was  of  opinion,  however^  that  the  contractors  bill  would 
anfwer  almoft  every  purpofe  which  the  bill  was  intended  or 
calculated  to  effefl.  He  concluded  with  moving  an  amend- 
ment, by  inferting  the  words  "  Monday  the  26th,'  inftead 
of  "  Thurfday  the  22d.'* 

Mr.  Burke  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  Houfe  being  unac-  Mr.Budu 
quainted  with  the  principle  or  the  tenor  of  his  bill.  There 
ivas  not  a  member  iri  the  Houfe,  new  or  old,  who  did  nor 
know  its  nature  and  tendency  at  this  moment  as  well  as  they 
could  pofllbly  do  if  the  reading  of  it  again  was  put  pff  for 
months.  The  principle  was  known  ;  and  as  to  the  other  ob- 
je<£lion  of  the  noble  Lord,  that  fome  of  its  provifions  were 
fit)  and  fome  the  contrary,  he  would  not  be  fo  diforderly  as 
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to  follow  the  noble  Lcftrd  into  that  con Gderation;  that  would 
come  in  proper  time,    when 'the  bill  was  in  the  cemmitt^ 
The  noble  Lord's  reafons  for  putting  it  ofFthen  in  this  refpeft 
would  be  juft  as  applicable  at  any  other  time,    and  for  any 
iartlier  and    continued   delay,     as  they  were   noi?ic.     One 
renfon  which  the  noble  Lord  had  affigned  was  peculiar,  and 
adapted  to  the  occafion.     Wednefday  was  a    faft  day — fo 
mnch  the  better — it  will  bring  along  with  it  leifure  and  re* 
laxation  to  the  noble  Lord  and  others,  now  indefatigable  in 
their  attendance,  and  there  could  not  bean  objedt  more  pro- 
per for  their  employment,    on  a  day  of  fafting  and  humilia- 
tion, than  the  bill  upon  the  table.     It  would  bring  into  their 
view  the  meafures  and  the  misfortunes  for  which  the  day  of 
fafting  and  prayer  had  been  appointed,    as  well  as  their  re- 
medy, it  would  (hew  them  the  pride  and  the  influence  that 
had  reduced  us  to  our  dangerous  and  neceflfitous  condition— 
the  infolence  that  had  concluded  in  fupplicatiori — the  tyran- 
ny that  had  brought  us  to  conceflion  :  it  would  recall  to  their 
memories  the  oppreffions  and  the  weaknefles,    the  cruelties 
and  the  crimes  of  the  flate,    and  their  contrition  would  be 
ftrengtbened  by  the  proofs  of  its  neceffities  ;  here  they  would 
fee  prodigality  producing  poverty  ;  corruption,  flavery ;  am- 
bition, ruinous  war  ;  tyranny  and  oppreflion,  refiftance  and 
revolt ;  and  as  the  day  was  a  day  of  fafting,  that  bill  would 
ferve  them  in  the  place  of  a  dinner.     Infte^d  of  the  grace, 
they  fliould  have  the  preamble.     The  board  of  work's  Wduld 
he  one  difh,  and  the  board  of  trade  be  another.     The  noble 
Lord  would  alfo find  thehumiliation  that  was  befitting  the  day 
'in   that  bill.     He  would  find  provifions  thereof,    fuflSciently 
humiliating  to  thofe  who  fat  upon  the  bench  which  he  occu-r 
pie.i  in  that  Houfe.     In  fliort,  he  would  find  the  beft  employ- 
ment for  a  day  of  fafting,*  prayer,  and  humiliation  in  a  bill 
calculated  to  abolifh  places,  penfions,  and  finecures,  and  re- 
trench the  extravagance  of  government.     But  he  believed  it 
was  not  on  account  of  fafting,    but  of  feafting,  that  the  bill 
was  to  be  delayed.     It  was  not  becaufe  Wednefday  wasthe 
faft  day,  but  becaufe  Thurfday  was  the  benefit  day  of  Mr. 
Veftris,  the  French  dancer.     This  was  the  true  reafon.    It 
would  be  ftiamrful  to  think  of  their  conftituentSj  or  to  think 
of  their  country,  when  Veftris  was  to  dance.     It  would  be 
dreadful  to  fet  about  retrenchment  and  ceconomy,    when 
Veftris  had  advertifed  for  a  benefit.     What  was  the  falva- 
tion  of  a  ftate  compared  with  the  intereft  of  Veftris  !  "  la 
the  piping  times  of  peace,"  he  faid,  he  would  dance  as  wil- 
lingly as  any  of  them ;  he  was  fond  of  pleafure,  in  a  feafon  of 
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joy  :  but  now  his  mind  was  occupied  by  more  melancholy 
confiderations  than  dancing.  But  to  a  great  part  of  that 
Houfe,  a  dance  was  a  mnch  more  important  objeft  than  a 
war;  and  the  opera  houfe  muft  be  maintained,  whatever 
comes  of  the  country.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  no  enemy 
to  merit  of  any  kind,  either  of  the  heels  or  of  theliead;  and 
he  formed  no  defign  againft  Veftris,  by  moving  for  the  fr- 
cond  reading  of  his  bill  on  the  day  of  his  benefit ;  but  the 
treafury  befich  had  taken  care  of  that  intereft  which  he  had 
forgot.  He  promifed  the  noble  Lord  then,  that  if  he  would 
•procure  his  bill  to  pnfs,  and  the  reform  to  take  place,  he 
would  have  no  obje6iion  to  make  up  to  Veftris  what  he  might 
fufRr,  by  giving  him  the  profits  of  one  of  the  places  to  be 
aboliftied.  The  honourable  gentleman  concluded  with  a  fe- 
rious  appeal  to  the  Houfe  againft  that  abominable  fpirit  of  le- 
vity which  thus  drove  them  from  bufinefs  of  national  impor- 
tance for  the  entertainments  of  a  theatre.  And  confidering  it 
as  an  Infult  on  the  grave  dignity  of  Parliament,  to  delay  the 
confideration  of  the  bill  on  fuch  a  pretext,  he  would  abide  by 
his  motion,  and  divide  the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  amendment,    and  the  numbecs 
'were, — ayes  89,  noes  77. 

'    So  that  the  fecond  reading  was  appointed  for  the  26th.  , 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke  gave  notice,  that  h^  would  move  Sir  P.  J, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  contra6iors  bill  on  the  firft  open  day  ;  Gierke, 
and  being  afked  what  day  that  was,  he  anfwered  on  Thurfday         • 
next.     This  produced  a  loud  and  liniverfal  laugh,  <'  Poor  - 
Veftris"  was  echoed  from  every  corner  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Minchln  now  rofe  and  called  the  attention  of  the     Mr# 
Houfe  to  a  motion,  "  for  an  account  of  the  number  of  fliips  Minchin. 
of  the  lirre,  frigates,  and  firefliips,    under  the  command  of 
Vice-admiral  Darby,  on  Friday  the  ift^  and  Wednefday  the 
fixth  day  of  December  laft,  diftinguiftiing  their  rates."     He 
faid,  he  conceived  there  would  be  no  obje6tion  to  the  motion, 
as  it  only  tended  to  give  a  piece  of  common  information  to  the 
Houfe;  but  if  he  was  called  upon  to  explain  his  motives,  he   . 
would  do  fo. 

Lord  North  faid,  that  fuch  a  motion  was  very  far  from  be-  Ld.Nortb; 
ing  a  motion  of  courfe ;  it  was  not  ufual  to  make  fuch  a  mo- 
tion without  fpecifying  the  reafons  for  which  it  was  made; 
and  he  wiftied  to  know  if  the  honourable  gentleman  intended 
|o  follow  up  his  motion  with  any  other  confequence. 
•    Mr.  MlnQhin  very  freely  owned,  that  he  wiflied  to  difcover     Mr. 
the  truth  of  a  rUmour  which  had  gone  abroad,  that  Admiaal  Minchin. 

Darby 


.5IO  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  i78r. 

Darby  had  not  gone  down  to  look  at  tbe  enemy,  on  the  days 
mentioned  in  the  motion ;  it  was  faid  that  he  had  it  in  his 
power  to  have  brought  the  enemy  to  a<^ion,  but  that  inilead 
of  doing  fo,  he  came  into  the  channel  to  avoid  them.  Condud 
which  hadraifed  very  alarming  diilatisfadion  in  t^e  navy ,^  and 
which)  if  true,  was  moft  injurious  to  its  reputatiom  He  did 
notmean,  by  this  motion,  to  arraign  the  Admiral;  bewifli* 
:«d  only  to  afcertain  the  guilt  where  it  lay-— It  obvioufiy 
refted  (omewhere ;  either  with  the  admiralty  or  the  admiral. 
It  was  faid,  that  he  had  with  him  only  feventeen  ihips  of  tbe 
line;  if  fo,  it  was  fcandalous  inattention  in  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty ;  but  he  wi(hed  not  to  decide,  he  wanted  now  the 
neceflary  information  by  which  a  regular  inquiry  and  judge* 
ment  might  be  formed. 
tord  Lord  North  faid,  he  muft  objeA  to  the  motion,  for  this 
fiorth.  plain  reafon,  that  fuch  an  inquiry  could  not  begone  into  with 
fairnefs  or  candour,  in  the  abfence  of  Admiral  Darby,  and  of 
the  officers  of  the  fleet :  their  abfence  from  the  fervice  could 
not  be  difpenfed  with :  and  at  any  rate  the  object  was  unfit  foe 
parliamentary  difcufTion ;  flnce  no  inquiry  could  terminate 
m  tlie  conclufions  afTerted  by  the  honourable  gentleman;  for 
fuppofing  the  number  of  ihips  ihould  be  proved  to  be  no 
more  on  thefe  days  than  feventeen,  no  blame  could  be  afcri-» 
l^d  to  the  admiralty ;  they  might  have  ieparated  at  fea;  foipe 
might  have  been  fent  into  port  for  fpecial  reafons :  and  as  it 
would  be  impoflible  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  all  the  grounds 
on  which  either  the  admiralty  or  the  admiral  had  adedf  it 
would  be  exceedingly  unfair  to  bring  on  the  propofed  invefti* 
gation. 
Mr.  B«        ^j.,  Bamber  Gafcoigne  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  Admiral 

Gafcoigne  p^rby  had  informed  him,  that  he  had  only  been  within  fight 
of  the  French  fleet  atone  time,  and  that  fo  late  in  the  day 
that  he  could  not  examine  their  force,  and,  .therefore,  he 
thought  it  imprudent  and  unwife  to  carry  bis  fleet  down 
among  them  at  night. 

Mr.  For*  Mr*  ^ox  faid,  he  was  afionifhed  that  an  objefkion  fhould 
be  made  to  the  motion  on  the  ground  of  its  being  improper 
to  inflrtute  fuch  an  inquiry  on  the  fubje6t.  The  tendency 
of  the  motion  was  exceedingly  proper  for  difcuflion,  fince 
norhing  could  be  fo  important  as  the  honour  and  the  reputa* 
tiop  of  the  Bf  itifh  navy.  The  27th  of  July  had  been  called 
a  €lay  of  difbonour :  he  admitted  that  it  was  difgracefulj 
but  the  firfl  week  of  December  was  infinitely  more  fo.  Ik 
\ftAS  the  firil  time  that  a  Britiih  fleet  had  copfuUed  their 
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fi^iirity  by  flight,  without  even  making  ft  (hew  of  refiftance 
X)r  attack,  as  to  count  their  numbers.  It  was  proper  to  iii- 
ftitute  fuch  an  inquiry,  but  the  prefent  motion  did  not  do 
it,  and,  therefore,  this  motion  could  not  be  objefted  to,  be- 
caufe  Admiral  Darby  was  abfent.  It  would  be  improper  to 
faiCgin  the  inquiry  when  he  was  not  prefent,  but  that  would 
not  be  done.  SufBcient  time  would  be  given  for  his  atten- 
dance, if  an  inquiry  was  gone  into.  As  to  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  heard  from  Admiral  Darby  himfelf,  if 
was  impoflible  that  the  Houfe  could  take  cognizance  of  the 
relations  of  private  friendfliip*  Admiral  Darby  had  been 
in  the  Houfe  when  this  bufinefs  was  mentioned  firft,  and  had 
not  faid  any  thing  on  the  fubje£t.  He  faid,  that  there  was 
no  impeachment  of  Admiral  Darby  in  the  motion;  no  blame 
attributed  to  him.  It  was  only  to  afcertain  in  the  firft  place, 
if  there  was  any  blame;  and  in  the  fecond  place,  to  lay  it 
to  the  proper  quarter.  He  did  not  know,-  but  he  believed, 
that  the  admiralty  were  in  fault  in  not  providing  a  force 
adequate  to  the  occaiion.  He  m^de  fome  ingenious  comments 
on  the  verfatility  of  Governor  Tohnftone,  and  faid,  that  he 
had  not  gone  a  hundred  miles  aner  his  laft  panegyric  on  the 
firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  before  he  had  found  reafon  to  change 
it  into  a  Philippic, 

Mr.  Dundas  (Lord  Advocate)  objefted  to  the  motion,  as  Mr. 
a  very  improper  and  unfit  thing  to  be  done  ;  both  for  the  rea-  Dundat. 
,  fon  affigned  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  abfence  of  the  party ; 
for  he  could  not  divide  the  objedt  from  the  motion;  and  alfo 
becaufe  he  thought,  that  in  a  time  of  war  there  were  many 
incidents  and  circumftances  in  the  navy  which  he  did  not 
think  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  inquire  into.,  When 
be  appealed  to  the  omnipotence  or  Parliament,  he  always  had' 
in  his  mind  their  wifdom  and  their  policy ;  and  it  was  by 
thefe  qualities  that  he  confidered  what  objefls  were  fit  for 
.  them  to  confider,  and  what  were  the  contrary.  He  confi- 
dered the  prefent  as  one  of  the  latter  delcripUon,  fince  it 
tended  to  give  information  to  the  enemy  of  the  extent  of  our 
force  at  that  time.  The  inquiry  would  be  unfair  alfo,  be- 
caufe the  witnefles,  as  well  as  the  parties,  were  abfent ;  they 
were  employed  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,    and  they  ^ 

could  not  be  called  from  that  fervice  to  attend  that  Houfe 
without  material  injury  to  the  country.  The  proper  time  for 
fuch  difcuflions,  was  when  peace  gave  them  time  and  leifure 
for  trials;  atj[>refeot,  our  trials  ought  to  be  with  the  enemy. 

Mr; 
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Mr.  Mr,   T»  Town/iend  difapproved  of  thefe  reafons,   and  in 

T.  Town*  particular  fcouted  the  ridiculous  idea  of  giving  improper 
Aend.  communications  to  the  enemy.  He  faid,  that  Parliament 
were  not  to  be  told  that  it  was  improper  for  them  to  inquire 
into  whatever  incidents  or  cpnduft  might  arife  in  the  feveral 
fervices  and  departments  of  government,  and  this  check  was 
their  conftitutional  fecurity  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of 
public  fervice.  He  faid,  that  oil  the  prefent  occafion  he 
might  be  permitted  to  make  ufg  of  a  term  ufed  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  had  fpoken  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
way  (Mr.  Gafcoigne) ;  he  might  fay,  that  the  Britifti  fleet 
had  fkulked  away  from  the  enemy  in  December  laft,  and 
was  it  not,  therefore,  a  moft  ferious  obje(9:  of  parliamentary 
inquiry  ? 
Mr.  Mr.  Hold/worth  gave  a  relation  of  fome  particulars  of  the 

Holdf.  two  fleets  being  within  fight  of  each  othjsr;  but  that  the 
worth,  only  time  when  Admiral  Darby  faw  them,  tlie  enemy  were 
fo  much  to  windward  that  he  could  not  force  them  to  adlion, 
nor  even  come  up  to  count  their  numbers.  He  was  alfo  fo 
ihort  of  provifions,  that  he  could  not  continue  at  fea  to  pur- 
fue  tliem.  When  he  came  into  port,  he  had  only  two  days 
provifions  on  board  ;  but,  notvyithflanding  all  this>  be  thought 
the  motion  "was  proper. 
Admiral  Admiral  Keppd  delivered  his  opinion  in  a  ftile  of  the  utmoft 
Keppeh  fairnefs  and  candour.  He  faid,  that  Admiral  Darby  was 
not,  and  ought  not  to  be  cenfured  in  the  motion.  The 
Houfe  knew  nothing  of  the  tranfaflion.  They  knew  there 
was  no  engagement,  and  they  heard  that  Admiral  Darby  did 
not  go  down  to  look  at  the  enemy.  This  was  the  fault  on 
the  face  of  the  fl:ory,  and  it  was  exceedingly  proper  to  in- 
^juire  into  the  fa6t ;  but  Admiral  Darby  had  faid,  that  when 
■  he  was  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  it  was  folate  in  the  afternoon 
that  he  could  not  examine  their  force,  and  confequently  could 
not  be  juftified  in  going  down  during  the  night  to  give  them 
battle.  Nothing  could  be  more  plain  than  this  truth  ;  for 
^  wliether  the  enemy  was  ft:ronger  or  weaker  than  himfelf,  it 
would  not  have  been  wife  to  have  gone  down  and  give  them 
fiattle  \\\  the  night.  All  that  he  could  do  in  that  fituation, 
was  to  prepare  and  contrive  to  bring  them  to  an  engagement, 
in  the  morning.  The  inquiry  propofed  was,  therefore,  ne- 
ceflfary  to  the  honour  of  Admiral  Darby,  and,  as  his  friend,  , 
he  would  co^rt  and  defire  it:  he  faid  fo,  as  a  friend  of  Ad- 
miral Darby.  He  had  the  honour  of  his  acquaintance,  and 
he  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  integrity  and  honour.  His  ac- 
quaintance with  him  was  on  the  footing  of  private  friend- 
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iliip;  he  tid  not  know  the  extent  of  his  talents  as  a  feamaa 
and  a  commander.  As  to  what  the  honourahle  gentleman 
on  the  othtr.r  fide  of  the  way  [Mr.  Bamher  Gafcoigne]  had 
faid  of  the  private  communications  of  the  admiral,  he  thought 
they  were  improper  to  be  delivered  to  that  Houle.  If  he 
were  inclined,  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  relate  what  he  had 
lieard  in  the  confidence  of  friendfhip;  but  he  confidered  it 
not  only  as  improper  but  inapplicable:  it  was  not  the  excufe, 
or  the  defence,  or  the  guilt,  that  he  now  wanted,  but  the 
groundwork  of  the  inquiry.  It  was  faid,  that  the  Britiih 
fleet  had  not  looked  at  the  enemy.  This  was  the  fault;  for 
though  the  fltret  was  inferior,  and  though  it  only  confified  of 
feventeen  fliips,  yet  they  were  coppered,  and  coppered  fhips 
could  look  at  any  thing.  The  honourable  admiral  faid,  tiiat 
lie  had  advifcd  the  firit  lord  of  the  admiralty  to  copper  all 
the  fl\ips  in  tne  navy  :  he  had  nothing  to  impute  to  the  noble 
lord  on  this  account;  he  would  give  him 'credit  for  what  he 
had  done  in  this  reipeft,  though  he  had  not  done  it  in  the 
moll  handfome  way.  The  meafure  was  adopted  about  fix 
months  after  he  had  quitted  the  command,  and  the  good  ef- 
fe6ts  had  been  already  felt ;  for  during  the  lail  fummer,  the 
fleet  had  been  out  a  very  long  time,  much  too  long,  in  his 
opinion,  for  the  occafion,  and  they  had  wanted  no  repairs, 
nor  d'^cking,  when  they  came  into  port.  He  laughed  at  the 
idea  of  giving  improper  communications  to  the  enemy,  by 
the  motion  on  the  table;  it  was  abfurd  and  childifh  to  think 
that  they  Were  unacquainted  with  the  number  of  fliips  under 
Admiral  Darby  on  thofe  day*;.  He  Was  very  ready  to  agree 
with  the  Houfe,  that  he  confidered  the  27th  of  July  as  a  day 
of  difgrace;  it  had  always  been  fo  in  his  opinion:  but  it  was  , 
the  confolatio!]  of  his  life,  that  the  calamities  of  that  day  were 
not  to  be  imj)uted  to  him. 

Sir  Grey  6'^(?/>rr  confidered  the  motion  as  extremely  im- sirGrcj 
proper,    not  becaufe  it  aflced  an  account  of  the  number  and  Cooper, 
force  of  the  fliips  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Darby  in 
J)ecember  lafi,  but  becaufe  it  led  to  an  examination  and  in-- 
quiry,  which,  ifpurfued,    would  be  attended  with  the  moft 
pernicious  confequences.     The   Floufe  fliould  confidrr  that 
the  witneCTes,    who   were  capable  of  giving  information  bri 
fuch  an  inquiry,    were  the  captains  and  other  principal  offi- 
cers now  engaged  in  adtual  fervice.     Were  the  gentlemen 
prepared  to  fay,    thatthe  propofed   inquiry   was  of  confe-» 
quence  fufficient,    or  would  produce  beneficial  efftfts  that 
would  balance  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from  the  inac- 
tivity of  our  fleets  daring  the  inquiry  ?  He  trufled  nobody 
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would  fay  tins:  and  this  confideration,  added  to  thofe  already 
urged  in  debate,  would,  he  trufted,  induce  the  Houfe  to  re- 
jeft  the  motion. 

Sir  'John  Ddaval  faid,  he  had  no  intention  of  entering  into 
the  debate  on  tJie  prefent  motion,  till  he  heard  the  learned 
gentleman  [the  Lord  Advocate]  lay  down  do6lrines  which 
appeared  to  him  very  extraordinary  to  be  heard  and  fuffered 
in  that  Houfe.  He  heard  the  right  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  difputed  to  inquire  into  the  condu£l  of  any  offi- 
cef,  or  into  fuel)  meafures  of  the  war  minifters  as  ^ere  ma- 
terially connedled  wi»^^h  the  general  intereft  and  welfare  of  the 
kingdom,  and  that  the  Houfe,  notwithftanding  its  omnipo- 
tence, was  not  entitled  to  difcufs  points  relating  to  the  naval 
fervice  during  the  continuance  of  a  war.  He  could  not  lit  to 
hear  fuch  extraordinary,  fuch  unconftitutional  do6trine«, 
without  rifing  to  afk  an  explanation.  He  hcped  the  learned 
gentleman  would  retra6l  them,  as  he  could  not  conceive  that 
he  meant  ferioufly  to  fupport  them  in  argument. 
The  Lord  The  Lord  Advocate  faid,  he  thought  it  due  to  any  gentle- 
Advocate,  j^jjj^  ^j^Q  1^3^  p^jj  ^y^  attention  to  his  argument,  to  fatisfy 
whatever  doubt  might  have  arifen  upon  it.  He  felt  himfelf 
perfeflly  difpoled  to  fupport  the  argument  he  had  ufed,  which 
was  not  to  difpute  the  right,  or  rather  the  omnipotence  of 
Parliament,  to  inquire  into  what  they  thought  proper,  but  to 
difpute  the  wifdom  and  the  political  ^*pediency  of  interfering 
with,  and  infli  tut ing  inquiries  ou^everyjsperation  of  the  war 
which  might  appear  to  be  inij>ft)per,  from  partial  and  imper- 
fedt'Views,  detached  from  the  immediate  fources  of  informa- 
tion, and  unconne^ed  with  the  general  plan  of  operations, 
which  muft  be. confined  as  much  as  poflible  to  the  breaft  of 
thofe  who  v^ere  to  attend  thofe  operations,  if  they  were  to  be 
attended  with  any  profpedl  of  fuccefs. 

Sir  John  Delay al  thought  the  opinion  now  ftated  by  the 
learned  gentleman  was  free  from  thofe  flrong  objeftious 
which  had  llruck  him  when  he  fpoke  before.  If  no  other 
gentleman  had  felt  the  former  argument  as  he  had  done,  he 
was  content  to  fuppofe  he  had  miflaken  it. 

General  Smith  rofe  to  fay  that  he  had  underfiood  the  for- 
mer argument  exa^ly  as  the  laft  /gentleman  had  done,  and 
that  he  fhould  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  have  a(ked  an  ex- 
planation if  the  honourable  baronet  had  not  done  it. 

Colonel  Hartley  fupported  fome  of  vhe  former  arguments 
for  the  propriety  and  the  neceflity  of  t|ie  motion. 

The  Speaker  now  put  the  quell  ion,  when  there  appeared, 
for  the  motion  63,  agaiuft  it  97. 

Report 


Sir  John 
Delavai. 


General 
Smith. 


Colonel 
Hartley 
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Report  was  made  from  the  committee  on  the  Helftone 
eledlion  in  favour  of  Mr.  Yorkeand  Mr.  Deane. 

Ln  a  committee  of  fupply  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tions,  viz.  , 

That  the  fum  of  15,587!.   17s.  be  paid  ta  Duncan  Campbell 
for  maintaining  the  convi£ts. 

22,222!.  be  made  good  monies  ifflied  by  addrefies. 

57910!.  iQs.  to  the  American  refugees. 

30,9991.   IIS.  2d.  towards  malcing  good  the  deficiency  oi^ 
tlie  5th  of  July,   1780,  to  paying  annuities  granted  in  1777. 

192,664!,  7s.  2d.  to  malce  good  the  fame  granted  in  I778« 

I93,663L  OS.  i|d.  tamake  good  the  fame  for  1779. 

222,745!.  4s.  6d,  to  make  good  the  fame  for  1780. 

That  a  provifion  be  made  for  tlie  pay  and  cloathing  of  the 
militia  when  abfent  from  home^ 

Adjourned. 

February  2©. 

Mr.  Ord  reported  the  refolutions  of  the  committee  of  ftip- 
ply,  and  a  (hort  debate  arofe  on  fome  of  the  articles. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke  objedled  to  the  fum  of  57,910!.  sir  Philip 
I2S.  voted  for  the  American  fufferers.  He  defired  to  know  Jcnningn 
the  appropriation  of  this  fum,  and  whether  there  was  any  ac-  Clctrk?. 
count  of  the  manner  of  its  application  laid  before  the  Houfe  ? 
He  conceived  that  there  was  great  and  unneceflary  profufion  ; 
and  he  made  the  inquiry,  becaufe  he  knew  that  if  fome  of 
the  American  fufferers  had  their  real  deferts,  they  would  have 
halters  inftead  of  penfions ;  it  was  owing  to  the  falfe  informa- 
tion which  Minifters  received  from  fuch  kind  of  gentry,  that 
half  our  calamities  had  arifen.  He  uhderftood,  that  if'^any  of 
tliefe  pretended  fufferers  came  and  told  fuch  tales  as  pleafe4 
the  ears  of  minifters,  they  obtained  jufl  what  penfions  they 
chofe  to  afk  for,  and  that  the  public  money  was  thus  thrown 
away,  not  .only  with  profufion  and  neglience,  but  to  feed  ^ 
fet  of  vipers,  who  were  gnawing  the  very  entrails  of  Grea? 
liritain,  and  fpilling  her  be fl  blood.  He  declared,  that  he 
was  well  informed  one  of  thefe  Americans,  whofe  place  iri 
America  brought  him  in  only  4QQI.  a  year  currency,  now  re- 
ceived 500I.  flerling,  as  a  penfion  from  government  ;  and  he 
appealed  to  the  Houfe,  whether  any  man  ought  to  receive 
more  for  being  perfe<5Vly  idle,  and  for  having  nothing  to  do, 
than  when  he,  was  in  a^ual  ^mplOy,  and  had  his  hands  full  of 
bufinefs? 

Lord  Northy  inanfwer  to  the  honourable  baronet,  faid,  that  i;,d,Nortlt, 
no  one  American  fufferer  received  from  govjernment  fo  much 
U  u  u  a  as 
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as  his  office  in  America  was  worth  to  him,  nor  any  thing  like 
it.  Perhaps  the  perfon  alluded  to  had  forfeited  a  large  eftate 
.  for  his  loyalty  and  attachment  to  his  fovereign,  and  had  a  nu- 
merous family  to  maintain  ;  the  principal  fufFerers  had  not 
been  in  thefervice  of  government ;  and  fame,  who  had  fmall 
ialaries,  had  loft  capital  fortunes  :  thofe  confiderations,  added 
to  his  lofsof  a  place  of  4001.  a  year,  might  have  weighed,  aS 
he  thought  they  ought  to  have  weighed,  with  sjoverhment, 
,and  induced  them  to  give  him  a  larger  penfion  than  he  would 
otherwife  have  had.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  the  penfion  granted 
to  e*ich  fufterer  muft  be  governed  by  the  particular  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  ;  for  what  would  be  to  one  man  a  tolerable 
ccmpenfation,  and  a  decent  maintenance,  would  not  meet  the 
diftrefs  of  another,  or  enable  him  even  to  fupport  his  family. 
This  rule  was  attended  to  :  but  he  could  take  upon  him  moft 
confidently  to  affert,  that  PiO  perfon  who  held  an  office  In 
America,  and  had  been  forced  to  fly  to  Great  Britain  for  re- 
fuge, received  any  thing  like  the  amount  of  his  official  falary ; 
nor  did  he  believe,  if  the  honourable  gerftleman  enquired  far- 
ther, he  would  find  that  he  had  been  rightly  informed. 

Sir  Philip  faid,  a  friend  called  on  him,  and  breakfafted 
witli  him  a  day  or  to  ago,  and  told  him  the  ftory,  and 
named  the  perfon.  He  could  not  at  that  moment  recolledi 
the  name,  but  he  would  undertake  to  lay  it  on*"  the  table  c)n 
Thurfday,  « 

Lord  North  jocularly  faid,  ^^  If  the  perfon  is  produced,  and 
the  cafe  regularly  proved,  I  will  take  care  that  hefhall  faft." 
Sir  .  CO.         gr^  George  21))ige   rofe    upon   hearing    the  refolution    for 
Yoj^ge.      1^^4871.    17s.  to  be  paid  to  Duncan  Campbell  for    the  care 
of  the  convicSts,    and  ail<.cd  when  that  expence  was  to  ceafe? 
declaring  that  it  aftoniflied  hirn,  that  the  crimes  and  vices  of 
individuals  fhould  make  fo  large  a  part  of  the  national  bur- 
den. 
Sir  Grey         Sir  Grey  Cooper  faid,    the  expence  had  increafed  principally 
/Cooper,     by  li^e  increafe  of  the  numbers,  and  alfo  by  the  appointment 
of  a  chaplain,    fuch  a  ftep  having  been  recommended  to  the 
fecretarv  of  ftate,  and  by  fome  other  unavoidable  incidents. 
He  lanK'nted  the  amount  of  the  whole  as  much  as  the  ho- 
nourable baronet,  and  heartily  wifhed  fome  other  means  were 
found  that  would  coft  the  nation  lefs;    till  fuch  means  were 
pointed  out  and  adopted,  the  expence,  great  as  it  was,   muft 
be  defrayed. 
Sir  Geo.         ^^^  George  Tonge^  who  underflood  that  Sir  Grey  faid  a  clia- 
Yonge.      pel  had  been  built,    confldered  it  as  a  proof  that   the  pre  fen  c 
V     .  ^  mode 
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mode  of  difpofing  of  the  convifts  was  intended  to  be  con- 
tinued ;  to  which  he  objedled  very  ftrongly.  If  no  other  con- 
fequence  was  to  refult  from  the  commiffion  of  crimes  than 
that  of  being  maintained  at  a  large  expence  by  the  public,  he 
d'd  not  wonder  that  the  number  of  convifts  had  increafed. 
No  country  in  Europe  fullained  an  expence  of  this  nature. 
He  underftood  that  a  plan  had  been  propofed,  that  the  labour 
of  the  convitSls  ihould  at  lead  marntain  themfelves,  which 
they  might  certainly  do  if  they  were  properly  employed,  and 
the  bufinefs  ceconomically  conduced. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  explained  the  miftake  in  the  word  chaplain,  Sir  Qtt\ 
and  faid,  that  when  any  pradicable  plan  of  maintaining  the  Cooper, 
convidis  without  expence  could  be  propofed,    nobody  could 
f  offibly  have  any  objedtions  to  it. 

Mr.  Byng  ironically  obferved,  upon  the  whole  of  the  refo-  Mr.  Byr 
lutions,  that  any  objedl ion  wa>  as  unneceffary  as  it  would 
certainly  be  ufelefs.  The  committee  had  dpubtlefs  confi- 
dered  the  matter  very  properly  as  five  or  fix  gci  tlemen  at- 
tended ;  and  with  regard  to  the  report,  it  was  a  very  common 
obfervation,  that  thenoife  and  inattention  in  the  Houfearofe 
in  proportion  to  the  largenefs  of  the  fums  voted. 

Mr.  Huffly  flated  to  the  Houfe  the  fums  that  had  from     Mr, 
year  to  year  been  gone  through,  faid,  that  he  had  omitted  to   HufTcy* 
lake  notice  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  taxes,  from  the  eftimates 
at  which  they  were  taken,  on  the  feparate  fums  voted  tofup- 
ply  thofe  deficiencies,  in  order  to  colleft  the  whole  into  or^e 
fum,  which  he  found  to  amount  for  the  laft  year  to  fix  hun- 
dred and  eiglit  thoufand  pounds;    above   thirty   thoufand 
pounds  was  alfo  charged  for  the  remaining  deficiencies  of  for- 
n'.er  years.     Thefe  deficiencies  appeared  to  him  of  a  very 
alarming  nature,  as  they   indicated  a  great  failure  in  the  re- 
fources  of  the  kingdotn;  and  the  negligent  manner  in  which 
they  were  fuffered  to  remain  from  year  to  year,  was  an  anti-    .    . 
cipation  of  the  finking  fund,    and  ftruck  at  the  foundation 
of  the  national  credit.     The  houfe  tax  in  particular  had  fail- 
ed, and  been  fuffered  to  remain  withoutany  means  being  ufed 
to  fupply  the  deficiency,  and  that  other  taxes  were  nearly  in 
the  fame  predicament.   . 

Lord  ISIorth  acknowledged,  that  fome  of  the  late  taxes  had  Lc^.  North 
failed,  and  that  was  the  purport  of  the  prefent  refolutions  : 
they  were,  upon  the  report  of  refolutions  voted  by  the  com- 
mittee of  fupply,  for  the  very  purpofe  of  making  good  the  de- 
ficiencies of  the  late  taxes  which  had  been  taken  out  of  the 
finking  fund.     He  reminded  the  honourable  gentleman,  that 

no 


5i8  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781.] 

no  deficiencies  of  unproduftive  taxes  were  taken  out  of  the 
finking  fund,  but  of  fucli  taxes,  as  a  fecurity  for  which  the 
finking  fund  was  pledged,  and  that  every  year  the  fums  fo 
taken  were  replaced  by  fuch  votes  as  there  were  then  before'  | 
the  Houfe.  His  lordlhip  alfo  ftated,  that  the  taxes  which 
were  unprodudtive  in  1779  had  been  lefs  unprodufbive  laft 
year.  The  houfe  tax  and  others  had  yielded  one  hundred  and 
forty  thoufand  pounds  more  for  1780,  than  it  had  done  for 
*  the  year  preceding. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Fox.      Mr.  Kx  objefted  to  tlie  bringing  up  the  report  on  tlie  rau-' 
tiny  bill.     He  wiftied  to  have  fpoken  upon  the  fubjedl,  aiwl 
fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  had  ic  recommitted,  but  in  fo 
thin  a  houfe  he  could  not  pretend  to  agitate  a  matter  of  fo 
much  importance.     The  mutiny  bill,    as  it  pafled  the  com- 
mittee,   he  underftood,  had  alterations  in  it, 'which  direflly 
overturned  t^^e  conftitution  of  this  country,  and  gave  up  all 
right  to  f^premacy  over  Ireland.     He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
right  honourable  fecretary  at  war  would  not  prefs  the  bring- 
ing up  the  report  then,  but  would  adjourn  it  to  the  next  open 
day,  that  the  fubjedt  might  be  properly  d'lfcuffed. 
Mr.  Jen-       Mr.  Jenkinfon,  fecretary  at  war,  faid  he  was  of  a  contrary 
kinfon.      opinion  from  the  honourable  ^gentleman,  refpedting  the  im- 
portance of  the  alterations  made  in  the  prefent  bill ;  but  lie 
had  no  objeftion  to  having  every  part  of  it  fairly  difcufled, . 
If,  therefore,  the  honourable  gentleman  would  let  the  report 
be  brought  up,  he  would  confent  that  the  third  reading  (hould 
be  fixed  for  any  day  the  honourable  gentleman  chofe  to  ap- 
point ;  and  as  the  whole  of  the  alteraiion  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman could  wifli  for,  was  the  infertion  of  the  word  "  Ire- 
land,"  it  might  be  done  as  well  at  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  as  if  it  were  recommitted. 
'•Ir.Bi.rke      Mr.  Burke  faid,  fo  many  and  fuch  great  revolutions  had 
happened  of  late,  that  he  was  not  much  furprifed  to  hear  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  treat  thelofsof  the  fupremacyof 
this  country  over  Ireland  as  a   matter  of  very  littl^  cbnfe- 
quence.     Thus  one  ftar,   and  that  the  brighteft  ornament  of 
our  orrery,  having  been  fuffered  to  be  loft,    thofe  who  were 
accuftomed  to  infpe£l  and  watch  our  political  heaven,  ought 
not  to  wonder  that  it  fliould  be  followed  by  the  lofs  of  ano- 

.    ther. 

• 

So  ftar  would  follow  ftar,  and  light,  light. 
Till  all  was  darknefs  and  eternal  night. 

Mr. 


A.  1781.  DEBATES.  519 

Mr,  Fox  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  propofal,  Mr-  Fox. 
of  permitting  the  report  to  be  brought  up,  and  defer  the  con- 
fideration  of  it  to  the  third  reading,  would  reduce  him  to  the 
dilemma  of  either  moving  that  ths  word,  "  Irteland"  be  in- 
ferted,  or  that  the  bill  ftands  as  it  did,  a^matter  he  was  by  no 
means  ripe  to  propofe.  He  wiflied  to  have  many  points  dif- 
cuffed,  which  could  only  be  done  in  a  committee,  he  truAed, 
therefore,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  come 
into  his  firfl  propofition,  becaufe,  before  he  could  give  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  word  **  Ireland"  he  or  be  not  inferted, 
he  fliould  be  glad  to  know  the  natwe  of  the  Irilh  mutiny  a6t, 
the  grounds  upon  which  it  went,  the  realbns  for  bringing  it 
in,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  pafled. 

Mr.  Powys  faid,  the  bill  then  under  confideration  had  pafled      ^^r 
the  committee  in  a  fhameful  manner,  as  if  it  were  not  of  tlie    P*^^^)** 
leaft  importance,  but  a  mere  matter  of  courfe.     T  he  prefent 
mutiny  a6l  did  not,    he  underftood,  expire  till  May,  there- 
fore there  was  no  occafion  for  hurrying  the  bill  through  Par- 
liament. 

Mr.  Jcnhinfon  faid,  that  the  prefent  mutiny  a£l  would  ex-  Mr.  Jen- 
pire  in  March.     The  report  of  the  committee  was  brought  ^^"f*^"* 
up,  and  the  farther  confideration  of  it  adjourned  to  the  23d. 

Adjourned  to  the  23d. 

February  22 » 

Sir  Philip  Jemwgs  Clet'ke  voky  according  to  the  intimation  Sir  P.  J. 
which  he  gave  fome  days  before,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  Gierke, 
in  a  bill  to  prevent  "  members  of  thjat  Houfe  from  taking 
contradls  from  government,  unlefsun^er certain  reftriflionf.  ' 
He  faid,  that  the  principle  and  tendency  of  this  bill  was  fo 
well  known  to  the  Houfe,  by  having  been  fo  often  before 
them,  that  he  would  not  take  up  their  time  in  giving  any  fu- 
perfluous  defcription  of  it.  He  begged  leave,  however,  to  fay, 
that  the  friends  of  that  bill  had  increafed  in  number,  everv 
time  thar  it  came  before  the  Houfe,  and  in  the  laft  feflion  it 
pafled  with  unanimity.  The  Houfe  of  Lords  had  not,  indeed, 
thought  proper  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Commons,  for, 
apprehenfive  of  the  growing  virtue  of  this  Houfe,  they  had 
rejeded  the  bill.  There  never  was  a  time,  he  faid,  when  fuch 
a  regulation  w^smore  neceflary  and  more  wanted  than  at  this 
moment.  The  growing  difficulties  of  this  country  called  for 
ceconomy.  He  trufted  thatjdie  Houfe  would  pafs  the  bill  with 
the  fame  unanimity  thattliey  did  the  year  before  ;  and  he 
lioped  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords  would  alter  their  opinion,  and 
concur  with  the  Commons  in  a  meafure  of  parliamentary  cor- 

redlion. 
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re£lion.     He  concluded  with   moving  for  leave  to  bring  in 
the  bill,  and  it  was  granted  accordingly. 

Ftbruary  23. 

A  fliort  debate  arofe  on  the  circurrt (lance  of  withdrawing 
a  name  from  the  llchefler  petition. 

A  motion  being  made,  that  John  Lane  be  allowed  to  with- 
draw fo  much  of  the  petition  touching  the  Ilchefter  elevation 
as  regarded  him,    the  Speaker  Hated  to  the  Houfe  the  nature 
of  the  cafe,  and  informed  them,  that  the  confent  of  the  fitti-ng 
niertiber  was  obtained. 
S\r  P.  J.        Sir  PhiUp  Jennings  Gierke  thought  that  the  Houfe  could  not 
Gierke,      accede  to  the  motion,  becaufe  tlie  petition  contained  a  charge 
of  bribery.     Tiie  matter  was  now  before  tlie  Houfe;    it  was 
not  a  private  concern.     As  it  wis  a  maxim  in  law,  that  no 
man  could  compound  felony,    id  he  conceived  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  the  Houfe  to  compound   a  charge  of  bribery 
and  corruption. 
Sir  Geo.         5*^  George  Tonge  thought  there  ought  to  be  a  fpecific  reafon 
Yongc.      alledged,  before  the  Houfe  gave  their  corifent  to  the  motion^ 
and  not  take  the  matter  up  upon  the  naked  requifition.     He 
wiftied  the  honourable  gentlemanj  the  fitting  member,  would 
ftate  to  the   Houfe  fome  leiTonable  ground,  why  the  motion 
ihould  pafs,  and  in  order  to  iliew  that  there  was  nocoUuficn 
in  the  cafe. 
Mr.  Mr.  P.  Cuji  faid,    he  had  never  feen  the  perfon  who  de- 

P.  Cuft.  fired  to  be  permitted  to  withdraw  fo  much  of  th6  petition  as 
regarded  him,  and  that  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  degree  of 
collufion  in  the  whole  bufinefs.  The  faft  was,  he  received  a 
letter  from  Ilchefter  by  the  poft,  which  letter  he  had  then 
about  him,  and  which,  with  the  per  mi  ffion  of  the  Houfe,  he 
would  read.  Ihe  letter  vvas  figned  John  Lane,  and  informed 
Mr.  Cuft,  that  the  fubfcriber  had  been  artfully  made  the  in- 
llrument  of  a  party,  and  had  been  drawn  in  to  fign  the  pe- 
tition, for  which  he  begged  Mr.  Cuft's  pardon,  and  xieilred 
his  advice  how  to  a6V,  fo  as  to  get  rid  of  the  matter.  Mr. 
Cuft  faid,  on  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  he  fent  for  the  man 
up  to  town,  and  got  a  friend  to  exiunine  him  itri6^y  ;  that 
the  refult  of  the  examination  was,  that  the  fads  ftated  in  the 
letter  were  fupported  and  enlarged  upon  by  Lane,  and  there- 
fore the  prefent  motion  was  offered  to  the  Houfe,  which  Mr. 
Cuft  declared,  he  fubmitted  to  their  confideration  and  wif- 
dom,  without  wiftiing  either  to  lead,  dired,  or  bias  their 
judgement  upon  it  in  the  leaft. 

Ut. 
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Mr.  Sawbrldge  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  ridiculous  ifigure  Mr.  Saw. 
they  had  made  on  former  occafions,  when  they  had  endea-  bridge, 
voured  to  pufli  their  authority  farther  than  the  people  at  large 
were  willing  to  admit  it  to  go.  He  faid,  it  was'better  to  get 
rid  of  a  frivolous  petition  in  the  firft  inftance,  than  to  pro- 
ceed till  it  became  neceffary  for  them  t9  attempt  topuni(h  the 
parties ;  an  attempt  that  muft  prove  nugatory  from  their  want 
of  power  to  inflift  any  punifhment  on  perfons,  who  were  not 
within  the  extent  of  their  jurifdiiSlton.  He  cautioned  them, 
therefore,  not  to  go  too  far,  but  to  be  wife  in  time,  and  fufFer 
that  which  they  could  not  accomplilh  with  dignity  to  pafs  i(i 
filence. 

T\\Q  Secretary  at  War  obferved,  that  the  motion  was  not  for  Mr.  Jen- 
withdrawing  a  petition,  but  that  one  fubfcriber  to  it  might  kinfon. 
not  be  obliged  to  fupport  the  allegations  of  it.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  the  fitting  member,  had  ftated  a  fpecial  rea- 
fon  for  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  the  motion,  viz.  that  the  maa 
had  been  artfully  drawn  in  to  fign  the  petition,  and  therefore 
having  heard  that  reafon,  he,  for  one,  was  ready  toconfent  to 
the  motion. 

Sir  Robert  Smith  objefled  to  the  name  being  withdrawn,  on  sir  Robert 
the  ground  of  injuftice  to  the  other  petitioner ;  different  perr  Smith, 
fons  figning  a. petition,  undertook,  amongft  other  things,  to 
i'upport  a  joint  expence ;  and  if  the  Houfe  fhould  give  leave 
for  fome  of  the  parties  to  withdraw  their  names,  they  faddled 
others  with  an  expence  which  might  probably  be  in  cfFeft  par- 
tial and  unjuft. 

Mr.  Righy  adverted  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Alderman  Mr.Rigby 
Sawbridge,  and  faid,  he  thought  that  magiftrate  was  entitled 
to  the  thanks  of  the  Hou-fe  in  general  for  having  warned  them 
to  keep  out  of  a  fcrape.  He  declared,  that  when  a  queftion 
of  a.fimilar  nature  to  that  alluded  to  by  the  Alderman,  was 
before  the  Houfe  the  other  day,  he  had  been  amongft  thofe 
who  faid  NO  the  loudeft,  on  the  queftion  being  put,  whether 
Mr.  Alderman  Woold ridge  fhould  make  fat isfaAion  to  the 
fitting  member  for  Abingdon?  The  Houfe  having  refolved 
that  queftion  in  the  aflSrmative,  he  was  not  warranted  to  ob-^ 
je<5l  to  thedecifion;  he  wodd  only  therefore  fay,  that  he 
thought  it  extremely  wrong  at  the  time,  becaufe  he  could 
never  think  it  either  juft  or  wife  to  interfere  with  a  petitioner 
in  that  manner;  much  lefs  could  he  think  it  fair  to  order  him 
to  pay  coft's,  which  cofts  depended  folely  on  the  claim  of  the 
fitting  member,  and  were  to  be  apportioned  by  himfelf.  He 
paid  a  high  compliment  to  Mr.  Mayor,  and  faid,  it  was  not 
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probable  that  he  would  give  an  extravagant  charge ;  but  fup- 
pofing  that  Mr,  Wooldridge  and  Mr.  Mayor,  were  to  differ 
about  the  cofts,  what  was  the  Houfc  to  do  in  that  cafe,  and 
who  was  to  adjuft  the  difference?  He  profeffed  he  knew  notj 
and  therefore  he  perfectly  agreed  with  the  honourable  ma- 
giftrate,  that  it  was  wifer  to  avoid  getting  into  fuch  dilem- 
mas, by  an  early  acquiefcence  with  a  requefl  to  withdraw  a  pe- 
tition. 

Ld.North,  Lord  North  faid,  that  the  court  of  juflice,  in  which  he 
flood,  like  all  other  courts  of  jaftice,  was  bound  to  certain 
modes  of  pra6lice,  and  forms  of  proceeding  ;  that  the  argu- 
mei\ts  which  he  had  heard  agalnft  the  motion  would  much  . 
better  have  became  the  bar  than  the  bench,  for  he  had  never 
heard  that  any  court,  when  all  the  parties  concerned,  as  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  confented  to  withdraw  acaufe,  inlifted  that  the 
caufe  fliould  be  tried. 

Mr.  Jen-       Mr.  Jenkinjotiy  fecretary  at  war,  now  moved,  that  the  order 

kinfon.      of  the  day,  for  the  farther  conGderation  of  the  report  on  the 
mutiny  bill,  be  read./ 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  rofe,  agreeable  to  liis  intimation  to  the  Houfe,  to 
.  .  move  for  the  recommitment  of  this  bill,  for  the  purpofe  of 
corre»3ing  a  very  material  and  important  alteration  that  had 
taken  place  in  it.  He  began  a  moft  ingenious  and  eloquent 
fpeech  with  ftating,  that  if  he  had  not  been  fenfible  of  the  dif- 
ficulty and  delicacy  of  his  fituation  in  the  queftiori  which  he 
was  about  to  agitate,  the  obfervation  -that  had  fallen  from  a 
gentleman  high  in  oflBce,  and  an  old,  well-informed  member 
of  that  Houfe,  would  have  opened  his  eyes,  and  convinced 
him  that  he  was  treading  upon  ground  at  once  difficult  and 
dangerous.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  the 
Hpufe  ought  not  to  attempt  to  do  that  which  it  could  not 
fully  and  perfedtly  accomplifli;  and  had  advifed  them  rather 
to  overlook  ihe  attack  upon  their  dignity,  by  the  pretentment 
of  a  frivolous  petition,  than  attempt  n  puni(hment  which  they 
could  not  enforce.  This  was  his  feniiment;  it  was  at  all 
times  fo,  fince  he  conftantly  was  of.  opinion  that  prudence 
ouglit  at  all  times  to  be  confulted  in  meafures  of  dignity,  and 
that  they  ought  not  to  affert  powers  and  authority  at  a  fea-* 
fon  when  their  weaknefs  was  infufficient  to  fupport  their 
claim.  To. agitate  a  queftion  therefore  refpefting  the  powers 
of  fupremacy  and  fuperintendency,  which  this  country  aflert- 
•  ed  over  a  fifler  kingdom,  at  a  time  when  that  kingdom  was 
difpofed  to  militate  the  principle,  muft  certainly  be  dan- 
gtjrous  ground^  and  particularly  fo  at  a  moment  when  the 
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conntry  was  involved  in  a  fcene  of  complicated  calamities, 
and  was  threatened  with  the  moft  decifive  ruin.  He  trufted 
that  the  Houfe  would  forgive  him,  if,  in  the  fituation  in 
which  he  then  ftood,  hefhould  take  up  a  few  minutes  of  their 
time  in  ftatinghis  fentiments  on  the  queilion;  lincehe  knew 
from  experience,  that  pains  would  be  taken  to  mifreprefcnt 
what  he  Ihould  fay,  in  order  to  place  him  in  a  light  unfavour- 
able to  the  people  of  Ireland.  The  infidious  pains  that  had 
been  exerted  on  a  former  occafton  to  mifreprefent  both  him 
and  other  gentlemen  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Houfe,  had  not 
altogether  failed  producing  the  intended  effefl,  of -making 
them  odious- in  the  eyes  of  a  people  whom  they  loved  and  ho- 
noured. Difficult  and  dangerous  as  the  fituation  was,  he 
could  not  lie  induced  from  any  apprehenfions  of  perfonal  con- 
fequence  to  permit  a  matter,  charged  with  fo  much  apparent 
danger,  to  pafs  unnoticed  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  was  not  infen- 
fihle  of  the  unfavourable  opinions  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

He  had  many  reafons  of  friendfhip  and  affedlion  for  wifli- 
ing  to  ftand  well  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Ireland — and  it 
was  not  his  purpofe  to  attack  the  claim  which  they  had  fet  up 
to  legiflative  independency.  They  had  not  a  friend  in  that 
Houle  more  warmly  attached  to  their  interefts  than  himfelf. 
He  wiflied  to  fhare  the  dangers  and  the  alarming  ^tendency  of 
this  bill,  both  to  the  liberties  ofEngland  and  of  Ireland;  and  he 
thought,  that  to  be  filent  on  fuch  a  fubjedl  would  be  tacitly  to 
afhft  in  taking  away  from  the  people,  in  order  to  enlarge  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  in  demolifhing  and  fubverting  the 
» liberties  of  the  fubjed,  in  order  to  give  the  Prince  a  means  of 
becoming  abfolute.  He  had  been  held  out,  he  was  aware,  as 
the  enemy  of  Ireland,  and  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  had 
been  declared  to  be  the  beft  friend  of  that  country,  though 
he  had  uniformly  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  the  Irifh,  and  to  give  them  all  that  they  requefted 
long  ago,  and  which  the  noble  Lord  had  pofitively  denied 
them  till  they  had  armed  themfelves,  and  then  by  three  fpe- 
cific  propofitions  had  given  more  to  force  than  he  had  before 
denied  tofupplication.  In  better  times  than  thefe,  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  he  ihould  probably  have  entered  upon  the  topic  in  a  man- 
ner and  in  language  widely  different  from  that  he  meant  to 
adopt,  and  to  ufe  on  the  prefent  occafion.  In  better  times 
than  thefe,  he  fhould  have  tdlked  of  the  fuperintending  power 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament  over  Ireland,  and  over  every  part  of 
the  Britifli  monarchy;  but  fuch  was  the  miferable  fituation 
to  which  the  King's  fervahts  had  reduced  this  country,  that 
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the  queflion  was  of  a  very  delicate  nature  indeed,  and  it  was 
by  no  means  a  matter  eafy  to  be  handled  without  difturbing 
what  ought  not  to  be  difturbed,  and  without  producing  con- 
fequences,  which  every  man,  who  wifhed  well  to  his  country, 
:nufl:  wifli  to  avoid.     In  the  prefent  queftion,  he  wifhed  to 
fpeak  and  to  aft  agreeable  to  the  fentiments  of  fome  of  the 
firft  and  heft  men  in  the  Parliament  of  Ireland.     The  powers 
of  fupremacy  and  fuperintendency  of  this  country,   over  her 
diftant  connexions,  were  topics  which  he  knew  were  at  this 
time  dangerous  to  be  touched,  but  whioh  had  never  been  fo 
at  any  former  period  of  our  hiftory.     Ten  years  ago  it  would 
not  have  been  confidered  as  improper  or  dangerous  to  talk  on 
thefe  topics,  becaufe  then  they  were  confidered  as  neceflary  to 
the  liberties  and  the  well  being  of  the  empire.     They  were 
not  only  confidered  by  that  Houfe  in  this  light,  but  by  every 
part  of  our  extended  empire  they  were  allowed  and  acknow- 
ledged the  fame.     It  was  the  weaknefs  of  Adminiftration  that 
had  given   rife  to  diffeaent  ideas.     America  had  never  com- 
plained of  thefe  powers  till  her  calm  and  fober  requefls  were 
refufed,  and  Ireland  had  not  aflerted  the  contrary  till  relief 
was  denied  when  her  grievances  were  mariifeft.  But  now  the 
topics  were  dangerous  to  be  touched.     The  weaknefs  and  the 
wantonnefsof  Minifters  had  introduced  into  that  Houfe  diffi- 
culties and  embarraffments,  new  and  unprecedented,  and  he 
muft  yield  to  the  difagreeable   neceffity  offubmiffion.     But 
he  might  fay,  that  if  he  had  been  fpeak ing  on  this  fubjeft 
ten  years  ago,  he  would  have  found  no  difficulty  in  faying, 
that  the  fuperintendency  and  fupremacy  of  this  country  was 
neceflary  to  the  liberty  of  the  empire,  for  many  great  aiid,  in 
his  opinion,  unanfwerable  reafons ;    and  that  in  particular 
they  ought  to  be  careful  never  to  give  out  of  their  own  hands 
the  power  of  making  a  mutiny  bill.     He  would  have   been 
able  to  have  advanced  various  reafons  for  retaining  this  pri- 
vilege^, the  firft  and  moft  powerful  of  which  would  have  been 
a  rekfon  of  apprehenfion,  left  at  fome  future  moment  of  neg- 
ligence or  corruption,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  the  affemblies 
jof  any  of  the  colonies  of  America,  or  of  any  other  of  our 
foreign  connexions,  fliould  be   tempted  or  prevailed  on  to 
grant  a  perpetual  mutiny  bill.     If  he  had  advanced  this  ar- 
gument, he  knew  that  it  would  have  been  immediately  faid  of 
him,  that  he  pufhed  fpeculation  to  excefs,  that  he  was  chiroe- 
Tical  and  libellous  in  his  ideas,  for  that  no  Houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives  could  be  fo  negligent  or  corrupt  as  to  grant  fuch  a  bill, 
and  no  people  fo  blind  and  fupine  as  to  bear  it.     Might  he 
not  then  now  fay  this,  whew  it  was  not  an  argument  of  fpe- 
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dilation  but  experience;    and  wlien  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land had  aftually  granted  a  perpetual  mutiny  bill  to  the 
crown,    by  which  they  had  vefted  the  Sovereign  with  the 
power  of  a  ftanding  army,  unlimited  in  point  ot  numbers  or 
duration  ?     There  were  in  the  pafling  of  this  bill,  fo  granted, 
alfo  feveral  circumftances  of  a  fufpicious  nature,  which  im- 
plied in  pretty  plain  language,  that  it  was  impofed  upon  them    , 
by  the  cabinet  of  England.    It  originated  in  the  privy  council 
of  this  country,    and  was  fent  over  at  a  time  when  Ireland 
was  loud  in  their  claim  of  independent  legiflation.     The  ca- 
binet  took  advantage   of  the  heat   and   the  inflamation   of 
Ireland,  with  refpedt  tq  independence,  and  granted  them  the 
one  thing,  provided  they  would  purchafe  it  at  the  price  of  the 
other.     They  applied  to  the  paffionsofthe  country;    they 
feized  on  Parliament  in  the  moment  of  their  warmth,  and  ap- 
pealing, perhaps,  to  other  paflions  than  thofe  of  patriotic  fren- 
zy, they  procured  the  confent  of  Parliament  to  this,  and  re- 
ceived a  perpetual  ftanding  army,  in  defiance  of  the  declaration 
of  rights.     Many  of  the  firft  members  of  the  Irifli  Parlia- 
ment were  fenlible  of  the  (hock  which  this  bill  gave  at  once 
to  the  liberties  of  Ireland  and  of  England  ;  and  Mr.^Gratton       / 
calls  upon  the  people  of  this  country  to  ftand  forward  and 
prote6l  the  liberties  of  both,  by  preventing  the  dangers  and 
the  efFedis  of  a  law  fo  violent  and  contradi61ory  to  the  con- 
ftitution.     It  was  therefore  a  bufmefs  in  which  both  nations 
were  equally  affedled,  and  in  which  they  ought  both  equally 
to  unite.     For  this  was  a  fpecies  of  confpiracy  between  the 
cabinet,  and  that  part  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  who,  anxious 
for  independence,    were  intoxicated  with  the  idea,    and  in- 
clined to  purchafe  it  at  any  price.  The  confpiracy  was  to  this 
efFe6l : — ^We  will  give  you  a  mutiny  bill  of  your  own,  if  you, 
in  return,  will  grant  the  crown  a  perpetual  army.     Nothing 
was  demanded  for  this  country  in  return  for  the  favours 
which  had  been  conferred ;    nothing  in  return  for  the  free 
trade  ;  nothing  for  the  independence ;    but  a  provifion   was 
made  to  grant  to  the  crown  a  perpetual  power  unw;;rranted 
by  the  conflitution. 

In  a  moment  of  heat  and  clamour,  when  the  minds  of  a 
whole  country  were  agitated  with  the  great  queftion,  and  de- 
manded an  important  conceiEon,  it  was  the  duty  of  a  mi- 
nifler  to  maintain  the  duty  and  the  fupremacy  of  the  country> 
as  far  as  was  confiftent  with  the  liberties  of  the  empire  at 
large  ;  he  ought  to  have  yielded  to  the  neceflity  of  the  occa- 
fion  with  prudence,  but  not  with  intemperance ;  he  ought  not 
to  have  endangered  the  liberties  of  every  part  of  the  empire; 

in 


520 


fAKLIAIVHLNTARY 

in  order  merely  to  calm  the  intemperance  of  the  motDent. 
The  honourable  gentleman  ftated,  that  in  his  ideas  on  the  bill, 
he  would  advance  no  arguments  that  he  had  not  taken  from 
books  written  in  Ireland,  and  by  Jrilhmen.  It  was  at  once 
curious  and  alarming,  that  in  the  Irifli  mutiny  bill,  the  pre- 
amble was  left  out  which  recited  the  declaration  of  rights. 
What  could  fce  the  inducement  of  this  onaiiSon  t  It  contained 
no  enabling  law,  and  confequently  was  in  no  ways  an  attack 
on  the  legiflative  independence  of  Ireland.  It  was  merely  de- 
claratory, and  as  the  conftitution  and  the  rights  in  both  coun- 
tries were  the  fame,  the  declafation  of  thofe  rights  was  equally 
applicable  to  both.  But  it  was  found  expedient  to  leave 
out  the  preamble,  becaufe  the  word,  *'  Whereas  it  is  illegal 
in  the  crown  to  keep  a  flanding  army  in  times  of  peace," 
were  in  dire£l  contradiction  to  the  biJl  which  had  been  grant- 
ed. The  danger  of  the  bill  would  appear  in  its  full  magnitude, 
when  gentlemen  reflefled  that  all.that  was  neceflary  now  to 
the  maintenance  of  a  Handing  army  in  Irelahd,  unlimited  in 
number  and  duration,  was  the  power  of  the  purfe.  His  Ma- 
jefty  was  poffefled^of  an  hereditary  revehuein  Ireland,  which 
had  confiderably  increafed,  and  was  increafing.  By  that 
power,  by  the  power  of  the  hereditary  revenue  of  Hanover,  if 
he  had  any — and  by  borrowing  froni  other  ftates — if  future 
Kings  might  be  tempted  by  their  objeft  to  defcend  to  that 
corrupt  expedient,  money  riiight  be  procured  to  maintain  an 
army  that  might  threaten  the  very  being  and  liberty  of  the 
conftitution.  He  confidered  the  iiatute  of  King  Wilham, 
commonly  called  thedifbanding  flatute,  reducing  the  number 
of  troops  to  I2O0O  and  which  by  a  late  a6l  had  been  raifed 
to  15,000,  to  be  ftill  in  force  with  refpe6l  to  this  country,  but 
it  was  not  fo  agreeable  to  the  prefent  ideas  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  fo  that  there  was  no  fufEcient  reftridiive  power  on 
minifters  againft  maintaining  in  that  country  an  army  to  any 
extent.  But  it  might  be  argued,  that  without  the  power  of 
the  purfe,  the  power  of  the  army  was  nothing.  To  this  he 
begged  to  anfwer,  that  two  checks  were  better  than  one;  that 
it  was  much  better  to  have  the  power  of  the  purfe,  and  the 
power  of  the  army,  than  only  to  hnve  one  of  thofe  for  our 
fecurity;  and  this  had  been  the  prudence  and  the  policy  of 
Britain.  She  had  kept  them  both  in  her  own  hands,  and  had 
granted  them  only  for  one  year.  But  Ireland  had  now  given 
a  perpetual  army,  and  nothing  more  was  wanting  than  the 
money.  His  prefent  Majefty,  thanks  to  his  minifters,  had  no 
power  on  the  continent  from  whom  he  could  receive  aftift- 
ance;  but  fome  future  monarch,  pofleffed  of  wife  and  aflive 
1      '  counfellors 
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counfellors,  might  by  the  aids  derived  from  foreign  ftates  raife 
and  maintain  100,000  men  in  Ireland,  anddiredl  them  to  any. 
achievement  of  defpotifm  that  ambition  might  frame  ;  an4 
there  would  be  but  little  fecurity  to  be  found  in  therefiftanc6 
that  the  country  might  be  inclined  to  make  in  fuch  a  moment. 
The  precaution  and  the  defence  was  to  be  taken  before  the 
alarm  was  up^  and  in  this  alarm,  it  was  not  only  Ireland^ 
I)ut  England  alfo,  that  was  threatened.  With  fuch  a  profpedt 
before  them,  it  could  not  be  imputed  to  any  motives  of 
attack  in  the  queftion  of  legiflative  independence  of  Ireland^ 
that  this  country  fliould  take  warning,  and  prepare  for  its  owil 
fecurif y.  In  the  fame  fituation  if  Ireland  flood  with  refpedt 
to  England,  mutatis  mutandis^  if  England  was  to  adopt  a. 
fimilar  meafure,  and  grant  the  crown  an  unlimited  mutiny- 
hill,  Ireland  would  be  excufable  if  they  took  up  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  bufinefs,  and  provided  by  feme  fpecific  mea- 
fure for  their  own  fafety.  He  faid  there  was  no  refponfibility  - 
in  the  minifters  under  the  prefent  law  ;  nor  was  it  in  the 
power  of  either  kingdom  to  bring  them  to  a  legal  parliamentary  . 
coavidlion.  He  confidered  the  minifters  who  advifed  the 
perpetual  mutiny  bill,  as  guilty  of  high  treafon.  He  was  int 
general  an  enemy  to  conftrudiive  treafon.  He  could  not 
conceive  that  an  unarmed,  unarrayed  mob,  aflembled  round 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  could  be  faid  to  be  levying  war 
againft  ths  King.  No  fuch  conftruiSion  could  be  drawn 
from  the  aft  of  Edward  the  Third;  and  though  he  did  not 
condemn  the  authors  of  forne  late  opinions  and  attempts  to 
make  this  conftru6live  treafon,  as  having  been  wilful  mifm- 
terpreters  of  a  plain  law,  yet  he  could  only  excufe  them  as 
having  too  haftily  adopted  the  fpeculationsof  a  worthy,  but, 
in  this  inftance,  a  deceived  man,  Mr.  Juftice  Fofter.  But 
this  aft  giving  the  crown  a  perpetual  mutiny  bill,  in  direft 
violation  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  was  liigh  treafon- 
againft  the  conftitution  of  the  realm.  But  how  could  he  get. 
at  the  authors  of  the  treafon  in  the  prefent  circumftances?  It 
was  perfeftly  impoffible,  for  there  was  no  refponfibility  to 
be  eftabliflied  againft  them.  It  might  be  faid  of  him,  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  with  fome  truth,  as  it  was  frequently  faid- 
of  oppofition  without  rruth,  that  he  was  much  readier  to 
find  the  blame,  than  to  advife  the  remedy.  In  this  inftance 
he  felt  himfelf  full  of  difficulties.  He  honeftly  declared, 
that  he  knew  not  in  what  manner  to  a£t  with  prudence  and  ^^ 
wifdom.  He  was  full  of  indignation  againft  the  men  who 
liad  reduced  us  to  a  ftate  of  fuch  unprecedented  difficulty, 
•  "  that 
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that  Parliament  could  not  aflert  their  powers  with  fafety, 
nor  fuggeft  remedies  for  evils  that  were  forefeen  with  pru- 
dence.    He  might  fay,  if  they  would  permit  the  €xpreflion, 
that   this  fituation  had  heejn  incurred  by  a  fyftem   of  negli- 
gence and  incapacity.     Any  other  minifter  would  have  fof- 
teiKjd,  when  it  could  have  been  done  with  propriety  :  or  r^- 
fifted,  when  it  could  have  been  done  with  fuccefs;    bur  the 
noble  Lord  had  afleJ  contrary  to  every  occafion.     Wh:n 
Ireland,  in  a  decent,    fober  ftile,    applied  to  Parliament  for 
relief  from  reftri£lions  which  were  at  once  impolitic  and  illi- 
beral, the  noble  lord  attended  more  tojhe  reprefenlations  of 
individual  members,    who  happened  to  be  influenced  by  the 
opinions  of  their  conftituents,  the  man ufaflurers  of  trading 
towns,  than  to  the  unanimous  call  of  a  whole  country.     He 
admitted  the   influence  derived  from  the  opinion  of  confti- 
tnents,  it  wasthebeft  and  moft  virtuojjs  fpecies  of  influence; 
but  the  minifter  could  not  be  influenced  by  the  opinions  of 
Barrbury  to  refill  the  pretenfioHS  which  his  own  liberal  ideas 
of  trade  convinced  him   were  juft  and  reafonable.     But  he 
was  obliged,  on  account  of  the  American  war,  to  court  the 
votes  of  individual  members;   and  wh^  the  gentlemen  on 
that  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  carried  a  decifiye  queftion,  he  came 
down  two  days  afterwards,  and  refifted  their  anxious  endea- 
vours to  redrefs  their  grievances,    when  they  were  temperate 
in  their  requefts.     The  honourable  gentleman  then  ftated 
the  powerful  and  the  rap^id  effe6t  of  the  refolution  and  the 
fpirit  of  Ireland.     Their  aflbciations  had   done  more  in  a 
moment,    than   all  the  effedis  of  friendfhip  in  their  favour. 
All  falfe  realonings  had  vanifhed;  all  little  partial  motives  of 
rcfiftance  had    ccafed  ;    local  con fi derations   died  away  in- 
ftantly,  and  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  who  had  mevvn 
himfelf  the  laft  man  to  liften  to  fupplicarions,  was  the  firft 
man  to  give  way  to  force.     The  noble  lord  came  down  to 
that   Houfjf,  and  by   three  lumping  propofitiouft,    did  more 
for   Ireland   than    fhe  had   ventured   to  afk.     Not  thxit   he 
blamed  the  noble  Iqrd  for  the  conceflions;    the   noble  lord 
had  a6\ed  wifely,  and  had  properly  told  the  Houfe,  that  com- 
mercial confiderations  ought  not  to  be  taken  upon  a  narrow, 
illiberal   fcale,  but  fhould  be  looked  at  as  great  Qbje6ls.     All 
that  he  blamed  in  the  noble  lord-  was,  his  having  done  that 
meanly,  which  he  might  have  done  with  grace  and  with  dig- 
nity ;    for  gentlemen  muft  fee,  that  however  prudent,    and 
however  wife  it  was  to  concede  to  Ireland,  when  armed,  con- 
ceflions made  under  fuch  circumftances,  could  neither  have 

grace 
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grace  nor  dignity.  The  honpiirable  gentleman  faid,  that 
the  afTociations  ihould  always  have  his  adniiration  and  his 
applaufe.  ' 

He  went  into  various  other  topics  of  argument,  to  ftiew 
the  danger  of  this  mutiny  bill;  and  anfwered  fuch  defence  as 
he  conceived  would  be  fet  up  in  its  favour;  that  an  army 
raifed  and  maintained  in  Ireland,  under  this  law,  though 
legal  in  Ireland,  would  be  illegal  in  England.  This  he  ad- 
mitted; but  fuch  an  army  would  not  be  lefs  dangerous,  be- 
caufe  it  was  illegal.  He  faid,  that  foldiers  raifed,  enlifted, 
and  attefted  in  England,  might  be  fent  to  Ireland,  and  placed 
under  the  military  law,  which  in  one  inftance  at  ieaft  was 
different  from  the  law  of  England,  fince  it  gave  the  King 
power  over  them  in  every  thing  but  in  life  and  limb.  Though 
he  was  an  enemy  to  the  dangerous  influence  of  the  crown,  he 
was  a  friend  to  the  juft  prerogative,  and  he  conGdered  the 
power  veiled  in  his  Majefty,  of  fending  troops  to  whatever 
place  of  his  dominions  might  require  their  affiftance,  as  the 
moft  valuable  prerogative.  It  was  on  this  ground  that  the 
Earl  of  Chatham  faid,  that  retrenching  the  number  of  troops 
to  be  employed  in  Ireland,  was  "  tearing  the  mafter-feather 
from  the  eagle's  wing.'*  He  confidered  therefore  this  bill,  as 
containing  different  laws,  to  be  dangerous  to  the  prerogative, 
becaufe  it  might  prevent  the  crown  from  fending  troops  from  \ 
any  other  place  of  his  dominions  to  Ireland,  or  from  Ireland 
to  any  other  part  of  his  dominions,  in  cafes  of  emergency. 
And  if  it  could  be  conceived  that  his  Majefty's  miniflers 
(hould,  to  theaftonifhmentof  the  world,  forefre  danger,  and 
provide  againfl  it,  this  bill  might  (land  in  the  way  of  their 
growing  virtue. 

He  faid,  he  felt  the  difficulty  of  propofingany^remedy  for 
this  evil.  He  did  not  propofe  the  recommitment  of  the  bill, 
in  order  to  mo\^  to  reinfert  the  word  Ireland.  He  confefled 
the  impropriety  of  fuch  an  attempt;  but  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  fome  claufe  might  be  adopted,  by  which  the  number  of 
the  army  in  Ireland  might  be  limited,  and  by  that  means  a 
refponfibility  eftabliflied  in  minifters  that  might  give  fome 
fecurity.  He  was  not  prepared  with  a  claufe  to  anfwer  the 
perpofe,  but  fuch  a  one,  in  his  opinion,  might  be  framed.  It 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  negligence  of  Parliament  and  of 
minifters,  that  they  were  reduced  to  this  dilemma.  The 
refponfibility  prcpofed,  in  no  meafure  affe61ed  the  indepen- 
dence of  Ireland,  It  was  a  mere  meafure  of  peculiar  policy; 
and  in  the  fame  manner  it  would  be  fit  and  proper  in  Ireland 
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to  aS  towards  England,   if  England  were  to  pafs  a  perpetual 
jnutiny.bilK     Many  more  things  he  owned.he  had  on  his 
mind  to  offer  ©n  this  fubjcd ;  hut  he  faw  the  impropriety  of 
»  urging  all  that  had  occurred  to  him.     He  was  reftrained  by 
the  confcioufnefs  that  every  thing  which  he  faid  would  be 
mifrep  refill  ted  in  Ireland,    and  that  with  the  bafeft  of  pur- 
pofes.     He  reminded  the  Houfe  again,  that  the  Irifh  mutiny 
bill  had   originated   in  this  country,    and  that  it  had  pafled 
UTider  the  moft  fufpicious  and  alarming  circumftances.     He 
concluded  with  faying,    that  he  fhould  move  for  thie  re-com- 
mitment of  the  bill  when  theprefent  queftion  ij^as  fettled. 
Mr.  T.  Townfliend  feconded  the  motion. 
Secretary       The  Secretary  at  War  fpoke  in  very  guarded  terms  of  the 
at  War.    extreme  delicacy  of  the  fuhje£l  now  before  the  Houfe,  and 
wifhed,    as  much  as  poflible,  to  avoid  entering  into  any  of 
thofe  topics  which  it  was  obvioufly  better,  on  both  fides  of 
tbe  Houfe,  and  on  both  fides  of  the  water,  from  every  con- 
fideration  of  prudence  and  policy,  to  avoid.     The  honour-* 
able  gentleman  had,    as  ufual,    ftated  various  charges  with 
great  ftrength,  which  he  was  perfuaded  the  Houfe  would  fee 
in  a  different  light,  from  a  more  fimple  flate  of  fafls.     It  had 
been  a  great  obje£t  in  former  reigns,  to  endeavour  to  reduce 
the  legiflature  in  Ireland  to  pais  a  mutiny  bni,  which  had 
not  been  accompliihed  till  the  time  of  Queen  Anne.     The 
objeifls  of  this  bill  were  the  raifmg,  paying,  and  due  govern- 
ment of  the  army;  the  bill  of  Queen  Anne  went  only  to  the 
firft  two  obje6ls,    but  it  was  a  perpetual  bill.     In  the  year 
1688,  'the  firfl  mutiny  bill  was  paffed  in  England,    at  which 
time  an  attempt  was  made  to  pafs  a  fimilar  bill  in   Ireland, 
which  failed.     In  1692  a  hill  pajG>d  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
ferfthejre.-    The  great  Lord  Somers  was  then  attorney  ge- 
>ieral  ;  and  cvet*y  one  knows  how  much  the  attorney  general 
h?s  todo  with  Irifl)  bills  in  this  ftage.     The  great  authors  of 
the  Revolution  were  anxious  that  Ireland  fliould  have  a  muti- 
ny hill  of  her  own  ;    and  though  many  attempts  were  made 
to  introduce  o^e,  it  was   r.ot  until  it  was  known  that  they 
would  not  admit  of  one,  that  the  word  Ireland  was  inferted 
in  the  Englifii  tuntiny  bill.     This  hill  was  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciples as  that  now  the  objefl*  of  debate:  like  that,  it  obliged 
1' e  army  to  obey  certain  rules  and  articles  of  war,  publiftied, 
Of  tc  he  puhlifhed,  and  authorifed  by  his  Majefty  ;    and  likei 
this  it\vas  perpetual:  yet  Lord  Somers,  and  all  thofe  warm 
tlefsVulers  of  conflitutlonal  liberty,  wbS^Were  then  in  power, 
approved  the  bilK     Thofe  who  had  ISieeA  3ccply'xConcerned  in 

\'  .  *  fettling 


1 


A.  1781.  DEBATES.  533 

fettling  the  refolution  in  framing  the  Bill  of  Rights,. anJ  all 
^the  meafures  of  that  moft  refpedlable  pei-iod  of  our  hiftory, 
had  concurred  in  their  advice  in  council  to  approve  this  bill. 
It  had  been  fent  over  to  'the  Lord  Deputy  Sidney,  with  an 
injun6tion  to  endeavour  to  prevail  that  it  ihould  be  paiTed  in 
both  houfes,  but  it  failed  in  the  Commons.  The  perpetuity 
of  this  bill  in  Ireland  he  confidered  as  neceflary  for  the  very 
reafons  that  had  been  urged  againft  it*  It  was  certainly  pro- 
per to  prevent  the  great  inconveniencies  that  would  arife 
from  the  army's  being  fubjeft  to  different  mutiny  a£ls  in  dif- 
ferent fituations  of  fervice ;  yet  this  would  be  impofliblc 
to  avoid,  if  the  mutiny  bill  was  confidered  as  annual,  and 
fubjeft  to  alterations  in  both  countries.  Confidering  himfelf 
as  fully  fupported  by  the  refpecSlable  authorities  named,  he 
treated  with  fome  degree  of  ridicule,  the  ideas  of  danger  to 
liberty,  which  had  been  fo  warmly  urged  by  the  honourable 
member  who  fpoke  before  him.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the 
King  might  borrow  money  and  raife  troops  ;  it  might  with 
equal  eafe  be  fuppofed,  that  the  King  might  borrow  troqps 
of  neighbouring  princes,  and  employ  them  on  defigns  dan-» 
gerous  to  the  liberties  of  his  fubje6ls,  or  in  a  dire6i  attack 
on  the  conftitution,  and  ^^e  reftraintsby  which  his  authority 
was  confined.  When  fuppofitions  of  this  kind  were  ad- 
mitted, they  might  be  extended  to  any  length;  but  he  trufted 
that  whenever  real  danger  appeared,  there  would  always  be 
a  fpirit  in  this  country  which  would  be  fully  able  to  refift  it, 
which  fpirit  could  receive  no  fupport  from  groundlefs  fears 
and  apprehenfions.  With  refpe6l  to  the  degree  of  crimina- 
lity which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to 
charge  upon  the  King's  fervants,  for  fuffering  the  Irifli  bill 
to  be  made  perpetual ;  the  honourable  gentleman  forgot,  that 
if  it  were  high  treafon,  the  Irifli  Parliament  were  equally 
guilty  with  the  King's  fervants,  becaule,  having  adopted  the 
alteration,  and  paflTed  the  bill  with  it,  they  had  committed 
high  treafon  as  fully  as  the  King's  fervants  had.  The  fa6t 
was,  there  was  no  criminality  in  the  cafe:  and  as  he  trufled 
he  had  ftiewn  it  washy  no  means  unprecedented,  he  flattered 
himfelf  they  would  agree  to  the  report.       ^ 

Lord  Mahon  faid,  had  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend      Lord 
been  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the  purpofe  of  infert-  Mahon. 
ing  the  word  **  Ireland,"  he  was  prepared  to  have  oppofed  it; 
but  as  the  intention  of  the  recommitment  was  of  a  different 
kind,  he  fhould  fupport  it.     Hislordftiip  faid,  he  was  aware 
of  the  delicacy  of  touching  upon  the  queflion  of  the  fuperin* 


^ 


53a  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  178^. 

tendency  of  the  Britifti  Parliament  over  Ireland,  and  of  the 
danger  of  pppofing  it  in  contradiftindlion  to  the  fupepinten- 
dency  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  and  he  (hould  carefully  avoid 
coming  near  thofe  points.  His  Lordfhip  then  replied  to  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  argument  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  and 
particularly  denied,  that  what  Mr.  Fox  had  ftated  as  a  fup- 
pofed  cafe,  viz.  that  a  King  of  England  0iould  borrow  mo- 
ney of  a  foreign  power  to  pay  his  army  with,  was  a  matter 
in  the  clouds.  His  lordfhip  faid  hiftory  proved  that  fuch  a 
faft  had  exifted,  and  therefore  it  was  fair  to  put  it  as  a  fadl 
that  might  happen  again. 
Mr.Burke  Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  felt  in  a  degree-  fully  ^qual  to  any 
gentleman  who  had  fppken  before,  the  extreme  delicacy  of 
tlie  prefent  fubjecSl ;  but  he  thought  himfelf  called  upoi\  not 
to  decline  giving  his  opinion  on, a*^fubje6t,  in  which  local  at- 
tachments might  be  fuppofed  to  interfere  with  his  duty.  In 
the  prefent  divided  and  diftrafted  ftate  of  the  empire,  when 
every  thing  feemed,to  be  falling  to  pieces,  it  became  men  to 
be  firm,  and  to  look  on  the  prefervation  of  what  yet  remain- 
ed as  their  firft  duty.  On  fome  little  noife  in  the  Houfe,  he 
faid  that  he  entirely  coincided  with  what  had  been  urged  by 
his  hwiourable  friend  on  making  his  motion,  which  was  fuf- 
ficient  for  him  to  fay,  as  the  Houfe  did  nbt  appear  to  wifK 
to  hear  him. 

The  Speaker  now  put  the  queilion,  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  mutiny  bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time, 
vhen  it  paffed  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  divifion. 

Adjourned  to  the  26th^  ^]- 
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